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The    CHARACTER    of    the    SIXTEENTH    CENTURY. 

150 1  ^  I  ^HIS  Century  abounds  with  interefting  revolutions  and  material  alterations  almoft  over 
X     all  Chriflendom.     The  acceffion  of  the  vaft  dominions  of  Spain  to  the  Houfe  of  Auflria 
by  a  marriage,  was  fuch  a  conjunaion  as  feemed  greatly  to  endanger  the  equilibrium  of  Eu- 
rope for  tlie  greateft  part  of  this  century,  and  had  a  confiderable  influence  on  commerce. 

Whilft  Portugal  purfued  her  commerce  and  rapid  conquefts  in  Eaft  India,  fo  that  the  city 

cf  Lilbon  foon  became  (what  the  now  declining  city  of  Venice  had  been  for  many  centuries 
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1 501  paft)  the  great  magazine  of  all  the  rich  produftions  of  the  Eaft, — Spain,  with  an  equal  andt 
unrivalled  rapidity,  firfl  made  herfelf  miftrefs  of  the  ifles,  and  next  the  beft  part  of  the  conti- 
nent of  America,  excepting  Brafil,  difcovered  and  poffeffed  by  Portugal ;  in  confequence  of 
which,  the  cities  of  Seville  and  Cadiz  became  the  ftorehoufes  for  the  riches  of  the  newly  dif- 
coyered  weftern  world.  England  at  length  made  only  fome  faint  and  fruitlefs  attempts  for  the 
colonizing  of  North  America,  towards  the  latter  part  of  this  century,  as  France  had  likewifc 
done  in  Canada^  with  little  better  fuccefs. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  happy  fituation  of  Antwerp  foon  renders  her  the  great  central  ftaplc 
of  Europe,  for  the  merchandize  of  both  the  Indies,  as  well  as  for  the  naval  llo'res  and  other 
bulky  commodities  of  the  northern  parts  of  Europe,  thereby  drawing  incredible  wealth  to  that 
city,  and  to  the  adjacent  country.  Which  ftate  of  commercial  matters  began  gradually  to  pre- 
judice the  Hans-towns,  more  efpecially  thofe  on  the  Baltic  Ihores,  which,  for,  the  two  pre- 
ceding centuries,  had  been  the  great  managers  of  trade  for  almoft  all  the  European  nations 
without  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 

A  great  part  of  Chriftendom  fhakes  off  the  Papal  yoke;  a  circumftance  which  produced  alfo 
confiderable  alterations  in  Europe.  England  begins  early  to  eftablifh  a  permanent  navy-royat 
— and,  after  much  difpute,  gets  entirely  rid  of  the  German  Hanfeatic  merchants  of  the  Steel- 
yard at  London — commences  a  great  fifhery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland — and  alfo  a  whale 
fiftiery  at  Spitfbergen  or  Greenland — and  her  trade  to  Ruflia  ;  and,  by  means  of  her  important 
difcovcry  of  a  paffage  by  fea  to  that  country  round  the  north  cape  of  Lapland,  opens  an  exten- 
five  field  for  other  new  difcoveries,  and  new  branches  of  commerce. — She  alfo  commences  her 
Turkey  and  Guinea  traffic — defeats  tlie  grand  attempt  of  the  renowned  Spanifh  armada — and, 
in  the  very  laft  year  of  this  century,  incorporates  an  Eaft  India  Company.  Holland  too, 
nearly  about  the  fame  time,  commenced  her  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  erefted  a  great  com- 
pany for  that  commerce.  France  begins  and  afterwards  much  improves  her  broad  filk  manuT 
fafture.  Spain's  cruel  bigotry,  firft,  by  expelling  the  remaining  Moors  of  Granada,  and  next 
the  Proteftants  of  the  Netherlands,  and  by  the  fiege,  &C.  of  Antwerp,  difpeoples  her  country, 
and  thereby  fupplies  England,  Holland,  and  the  Hans-towns  with  great  numbers  of  wealthy 
and  induftrious  manufacturers  and  artificers,  as  well  as  with  an  acceffion  of  excellent  and  moft 
beneficial  new  manufactures. — An  inundation  of  filver  flows  into  Europe  from  America ; 
which  is  foon  again,  for  the  ipoft  part,  exported  to  the  Eaft  Indies  by  the  Portuguefe,  who 
grow  marveloufly  rich  by  their  importations  in  that  commerce,  and  alfo  by  their  importation 
from  Brafil,  of  gold,  &c. 

A  new  and  potent  maritime  and  commercial  power  fuddenly  ftarts  up,  by  the  revolt  of  Seven 
of  the  Netherland  provinces  from  the  dominions  of  Spain  ;  which  crown,  on  the  other  hand,, 
feizes  on  and  adds  to  their  monarchy,  tlie  kingdom  of  Portugal. 

So  bold  and  adventurous  are  the  navigators  of  this  age   become,   (who,  in  little  more 
than  one  century  preceding  this,  durft  fcarce  venture  out  of  fight  of  land)  that  the  ter- 
raqueous globe   is   four  times   failed   round    by  men  of  three  different  nations  !      Many 
very  hazardous,    though   unfuccefsful  attempts,    are  made  alfo,    by  feveral  different  na- 
tions, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF      THE      ORIGIN      OF      COMMERCE.  3 

A.  D.  ir  1  1 

1501  tions,  to  explore  a  paffage  by  fca  to  Chma  and  India,  as  well  by  the  north  weft  as  the  north 
-eaft. 

The  Turkifh  empire  continues  to  triumph  throughout  all  this  century,  not  only  by  its  con- 
quefts  from  the  ftate  of  Venice,  and  particularly  of  the  famous  ifland  of  Cyprus, — as  alfo  of 
Rhodes  from  tlie  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jcrufalem;  but,  likewife,  by  fcveral  very  important 
encroachments  on  the  fide  of  Hungary  and  Poland, — ^by  reducing  the  Crimea  (or  dim  Tar- 
tary)  to  its  fubjeftion — and  by  the  abfolute  conqueft  of  all  Syria  and  Egypt;  fo  vaft  an  in- 
creafe  of  territory  and  dominion  within  the  compafs  of  one  century,  made  all  Chriftendom  to 
tremble. 

The  Dukes  of  Ruffia,  till  this  century  obfcure,  and  till  now  often  tributary  to  the  Tartars, 
make  likewife  fuch  efforts,  by  their  conquefts  from  Poland  *, — by  their  difcovery  and  conqueft 
of  the  large  provinces  of  Siberia  and  Samoieda,  till  then  abfolutely  Pagan,  and  before  unknown 
even  to  Ruffia  itfclf ; — and,  laftly,  by  their  conqueft  of  the  two  Tartar  kingdoms  of  Cazan  and 
Aftracan, — that  they  at  length  conjoined  all  thofe  very  extenfive  provinces  to  their  domini- 
on, which  conftitute  the  very  potent  modern  Ruffian  empire. 

Many  extremely  ufeful  difcoveries  and  improvements  are  made  in  this  century  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  commerce,  navigation,  &c.  as  in  Aftronomy  by  the  famous  Nicholas  Coperni- 
cus of  Thorn  in  Pruffia,  and  by  Tycho  Brahfe  of  Denmark ;  alfo  in  the  praftical  part  of  mer- 
cantile bufinefs,  by  the  invention  of  merchants-accounts  by  double  entry,  commonly  called 
Italian  Book-keeping ;  by  Decimal  Arithmetic  alfo,  about  the  clofe  of  this  century  ;  when 
likewife.  Pocket  Watches  are  firft  brought  into  England  from  Germany : — Knit  Stockings 
come  fii-ft  from  Spain,  and  the  more  beneficial  improvement  of  the  modern  Stocking  Frame 
is  invented  at  Cambridge. 

"  In  Italy,"  fays  Voltaire,  in  his  General  Hiftory  of  Europe,  "  the  politer  arts  flourifhed, 
*'  not  only  at  Rome  and  Florence,  but  at  Venice,  Naples,  Genoa,  &c.  and  King  Francis  I. 
**  tranfplanted  them  into  France,  in  whofe  time  there  were  only  two  coaches  in  Pa-is,  ons 
**  for  the  Queen,  and  the  other  for  Diana  of  Poiftiers.  In  commercial  matters,  Marfeil- 
^*  les  carried  on  a  great  foreign  trade ;  Lyons  alfo  and  the  Netherlands  abounded  in  the  fineft 
**  manufaftures.  The  correfpondence  which  the  cities  of  Nurenburg  and  Auglburg  in  Ger- 
"  many  had  with  Venice,  ftill  enabled  them  to  be  tiie -firft  difpenfers  of  the  rich  commodities 
**  of  Afia. — Induftry,  however,  had  not  as  yet  changed  thofe  huts  of  wood  and  plaifter,  of 
•*  which  the  city  of  Paris  was  compofed,  into  fumptuous  palaces.  London  was  ftill  worfe 
**  built,  and  its  inhabitants  lived  much  harder  ;  even  the  firft  peers  of  the  realm  carried  their 
•*  wives  behind  them  on  horfeback  when  they  went  into  the  country.  Thus  it  was,  that  all 
**  the  princeffes  travelled,  their  heads  covered  with  a  kind  of  waxen  linen  in  rainy  weather 
**  and  went  in  no  other  habit  to  the  King's  palace  ;  and  this  ufage  continued  till  the  middle 
"  of  the  feventeenth  century  :"  (Here  Voltaire  is  certainly  widely  miftaken)  "  The  magni- 
**  ficence  of  Charles  V.  Francis  L  Henry  VIII.  and  Leo  X.  was  confined  to  days  of  fhew. 
**  — As  early  as  the  reign  of  Louis  the  Twelfth,  they  had  began  to  introduce  filken  and 
**  gold  ftufFs,  manufaftured  in  Italy,  inftead  of  the  coftly  furs.  There  were  no  manufac- 
'*  tures  as  yet  at  Lyons ;  goldfmiths  ware  was  very  bad ;   and  Louis  XII.  having  indif- 
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1501  **  erectly  prohibited  its  manufafture,  the  French  had  their  plate  from  Venice.  There  were  as 
**  yet  no  plantations  of  mulberry  trees  but  in  Italy  and  Spain  :  yet  the  French  fafliions  began 
''  already  to  be  copied  in  Germany,  England,  and  Lombardy. — And  the  Italian  hiftorians 
••  complain,  that  fince  the  expedition  of  Charles  VIII.  their  countrymen  afFefted  the  French 
•'  drefs.^' 

Emanuel,  King  of  Portugal,  (not  improperly  furnamed  the  Great,  by  the  hiftorians  of  that 
nation)  flulhed  with  the  fuccefs  of  two  difcoveries,  viz.  that  of  Eaft  India,  and  of  the  fouth 
continent  of  America,  now  fent  out  three  fhips  to  Eaft  India.  In  their  way  they  difcovercd 
the  ifle  of  Afcenfion,  in  eight  degrees  fouth  of  the  hnc,  and  other  ifles  on  the  fouth  coaft  of 
Africa :  on  their  return  from  India  they  difcovered  the  then  uninhabited  ifle  of  St.  Helena, 
(in  fouth  latitude  fixteen)  which  has  fmce  been  long  and  moft  ufefully  in  the  pofleflioil  of  the 
Englilh  Eaft  India  Company,  as  a  refrefliing  place  for  their  fhips  returning  homeward.  It  is 
fltuated  near  the  mid-way  between  Africa  and  America,  at  the  diftance  of  about  fix  hundred 
leagues  north  weft  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  Portuguefe  ftored  it  with  hogs,  goats,  and 
poultry ;  and,  for  many  years  after  this  they  were  wont  to  ftop  at  it  in  their  homeward-bound 
Eaft  India  voyages,  to  fupply  themfelves  with  thofe  provifions  and  frefli  water;  but  it  is  very 
«  difficult  to  find  or  come  at  exaftly  in  their  outward-bound  voyages,  becaufe  of  the  trade  winds. 
The  next  year  Vafco  de  Gama  was  fent  thither  with  ten  fhips,  being  the  firft  who  crofTed  over 
direftly  from  Mozambique  to  India, — and  Soderias  with  fifteen  fhips.  The  following  year 
they  built  a  fort  at  Cochin,  fubdued  the  King  of  Mombaza  and  others  in  Eaft  Africa,  and 
fent  fhips  to  cruize  againft  the  Moors  at  the  entrance  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  their  greateft  ene- 
mies in  India.  In  fliort,  they  pufhed  on  fo  numerous  and  great  conquefts  in  commerce  to 
India,  that  a  Viceroy  was  foon  eftablifhed  there;  and  afterwards,  under  the  conduft  of  their 
great  General,  Albuquerque,  they  became  mafters  of  Ormus  in  the  Perfian  Gulph ;  alfo  of 
Goa,  and  many  other  ports  on  the  coafts  of  Malabar  and  Coromandel,  and  alfo  the  coafts  of 
the  ifle  of  Ceylon,  where  the  beft,  and  almoft  the  only  true  cinnamon  is  produced:  they 
alfo  poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  Malacca  promontory;  and,  to  compleat  the  whole,  fubdued 
the  famous  Moluccas,  or  Spice  iflands  :  fo  that,  the  princes  of  India  began  to  court  their  favour. 
Thus  was  Portugal,  from  a  very  moderate  condition,  in  a  very  few  years  greatly  exalted  and 
enriched,  by  the  fole  enjoyment  of  the  commerce  to  India ;  in  which  that  nation  then  proba- 
bly flattered  themfelves  they  were  never  to  have  a  rival. 

Here  let  us  ftop  for  a  moment,  to  confider  how  the  Eaft  India  merchandize  was  anci- 
ently conveyed  into  the  weft  of  Europe,  before  we  knew  that  a  pafTage  thither  was  praSicable 
by  fea. 

It  is  now  many  hundreds  of  years  fince  the  famous  city  and  republic  of  Venice  firft  adopted 
the  traffic  of  fupplying  the  weftern  and  northern  parts  of  Europe  with  Indian  merchandize. 
The  fpices,  drugs,  precious  ftones,  and  other  merchandize  peculiar  to  thofe  caftern  parts  of 
the  world  were  very  anciently  brought  from  India,  by  fea,  to  the  confines  of  Egypt  on  the  Red 
Sea,  and  thence  over  land  to  the  river  Nile,  when  they  were  conveyed  to  its  mouth  at  Alex- 
andria, that  famous  port  of  commerce,  and  from  thence  to  Europe  ;  poflibly  long  before  the 
Romans  had  conquered  that  country,  in  the  time  of  Auguftus,  who  found  that  trade  already 
praftifed  by  the  Egyptians  upon  his  conqucft  of  them.     Yet  this  was  but  one  of  the  routes  or 
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1501  ways,  by  which  the  precious  merchandize  of  the  eaft  was  coavcyed  into  the  wefl,  though  pof- 

'fibly  the  moft  ancient  of  any  of  them.     Another  route  was  from  the  city  of  Labor  in  Indoftan, 
fituatcd  in  the  thirty-fecond  degree  of  north  latitude,  on  a  branch  of  the  river  Indus,  about  nine 
hundred  miles  north  of  Surat ;  and  whilft  that  method  of  conveyance  continued,  Labor  was 
eftcemed  the  greateft  and  moft  confiderable  city  of  India  for  that  commerce,'  which  the  Ijidians 
and  Armenians  carried  on  from  thence  through  Periia  to  the  city  of  Aleppo  in  Syria ;  and  fa 
on  either  to  the  ports  of  Tripoli  or  Scanderoon  in  the  Levant  fea  ;  and  laftly,  by  fea  to  Greece 
and  Italy,  and  poffibly  to  fome  other  more  weftern  and  northern  parts  — Another  way  of  con- 
veying the  Indian  merchandize  into  the  weft,  which  i?  in  ufe  even  at  this  day,  was  by  fea  from 
India  up  the  Gulphof  Periia  to  Balfora,  near  the  difemboguing  of  the  Tigris  into  that  Gulph^ 
and  thence  up  that  famous  river  to  Bir,  and  over  land  to  Aleppo  ;  or  elfe  further  up  the  Eu- 
phrates, and  then  over  land  to  Trapezium,   (/.  e.  Trebifond)  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Euxine 
Sea,  and  acrofs  that  fea  to  the  ancjent  port  of  Theodofia,  (now  CafFa,  in  the  Taurica  Cherfo- 
nefus,  oT  Crim-Tartary)  ;  alfo  from  Trapezium,  along  the  fouth  fhore  of  the  Euxine  Sea  to 
Conftantinople.     There  was  yet  another  ancient  way  of  conveying  the  Indian  merchandize  to 
the  weft ;  viz.  from  Labor  to  the  river  Oxus,  which  runs  into  the  Cafpian  Sea,  the  voyage  is 
then  continued  along  the  fouth  fhorcs  of  that  fea  to  the  weft  end  of  it,  tlience  up  the  river 
Cyrus,  and  by  land  a  little  way  to  the  river  Phafis,  which  falls  into  the  Euxine   Sea  at  Col- 
chis, and  fo  as  before  to  Conftantinople  or  Theodofia  :  or  elfe  acrofs  the  Cafpian  Sea  to  its 
north  fide  at  Aftracan,  and  up  the  Volga,   (anciently  named  the  Rha)  according  to  tlie  opini- 
on of  Monf.  Huet,  Bifhop  of  Avranches,  in  his  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the  Ancients; 
which  laft  named  route  is  not  very  probable,  confidering  the  barbarous  ftate  of  the  countries 
of  Scythia,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Cafpian  Sea  in  ancient  times.     After  the  Vandals,  Goths, 
Lombards,  and  Moors  had  torn  in  pieces  the  weftern  empire,  and  the  latter,  by  the  name  of 
Saracens,  had  greatly  weakened  the  eaftern  empire,  all  commerce  in  the  weft  feemed,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  ceafe  between  nations.     The  trade  to  Eaft  India  was,  however,  revived,  its 
merchandize  being  carried  partly  by  land  and  partly  by  water  to  CafFa,   (in  what  is  now  called 
Crim-Tartary)  then  belonging  to  Genoa.     Trebifond  was  alfo  a  mart  for  Indian  goods,  and 
next  Samarcand,  in  Zagatai,  where  the  Indian,  Turkifh,  and  Perfian  merchants  met  for  bar- 
tering their  wa,res  ;  the  Turks  conveying  theirs  to  Damafcus,  Baratti,  and  Aleppo,  and  from 
thence  to  Venice,  till  the  year  1300,  when  the  Soldans  of  Egypt  revived  the  ancient  route  to 
and  from  India  by  the  Red  Sea.     Several  other  routes  arc  occafionally  mentioned  by  both  the 
ancients  and  moderns  to  have  been  praftifed  between  Europe  and  India  ;  but  as  thofe  already 
mentioned  were  the  moft  known,  we  Ihall  not  dwell  any  longer  on  that  particular  point. 
What  is  more  certain  is,  that,  after  the  overthrow  of  the  weftern  empire,  and  long  before  the 
fall  of  the  eaftern  or  Greek  empire,  the  city  of  Venice  (as  we  have  already  feen)  by  means  of 
her  commerce  to  the  principal  Levantine  ports  of  Aleppo  and  Alexandria,  was,  for  many  cen- 
turies, the  chief  ftaple  or  principal  mart  for  the  fpices,  drugs,  precious  ftones,  and  other  rich 
merchandize  of  Syria,  Egypt,  Arabia,  Perfia,  and  India,  and  from  Venice  they  were  difperfed 
over  Europe  ;  and  in  Germany  particularly,  the  cities  of  Nurenburg  and  Augft^urg  were  fup- 
plied  fom  Venice  with  great  ftore  of  thofe  Afiatic  commodities,  fo  that  they  acquired  great 
riches  in  fupplying  that  and  other  countries  with  them. — Thus  the  city  and  republic  of  Ve- 
nice became  extremely  rich,  as  well  as  famous  all  over  Chriftendom,  until  the  beginning  of 
this  fixteenth  century,  when  the  trade  for  Indian  merchandize  was  gradually  transferred  to 
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1501  Lifbon,  where  it  flourifhcd  exceedingly  for  about  one  century,  until  the  Hollanders  found  the 
way  to  India. 

Some  have  cxpreflTcd  their  aftonilhment,  that  fo  prudent  a  ftate  as  Venice  "has  made  no  at- 
tempts to  form  colonics  and  make  new  difcoveries  without  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar,  in  order 
to  retrieve  the  lofs  of  their  trade  in  tlic  Eaft  Indian  merchandize  from  Alexandria,  &c.  Yet 
much  may  be  faid  in  their  juftification : — For,  firft,  that  republic  was,  in  thofe  times,  ob- 
liged to  be  continually  on  its  guard  againft  the  growing  power  of  the  Turks,  who  had  already 
robbed  it  of  moft  of  its  Levantine  ifles,  and  whofe  infolcnce  and  .perfidy,  even  in  time  of 
peace,  kept  them  in  perpetual  alarm. 

Secondly,  Their  fituation  fo  far  down  the  Mediterranean,  and  up  the  Adriatic,  rendered 
fuch  projefts  inconvenient  for  then^,  more  cfpecially,  as  in  their  paflagc  they  muft  have  been 
perpetually  cxpofedto  the  corlairs  of  Barbary. 

Laftly,  They  might  pofTibly  entertain  fome  hopes,  that  fooner  or  later,  the  trade  for  Eaft 
Indian  merchandize  might  return  into  its  ancient  channeL 

1502  Whilft  fuch  great  acquifitions  were  making  by  Portugal  in  the  eaft,  Columbus  and  Baftidas 
were  making  many  ufeful  difcoveries  in  the  Weft  Indies  for  the  future  benefit  of* Spain. 

We  Ihould  obferve  alfo,  under  this  year  1502,  that  Cabral,  the  Portuguefe  admiral,  in  his 
return  from  the  Eaft  Indies,  fettled  faftories  at  Melinda,  Quiloa,  Mombaza,  and  Quirimba, 
on  the  Zanguebar  coaft.  Some  modern  authors  relate,  that  in  the  city  of  Melinda,  which  is, 
it  feems,  neatly  built  with  free-ftone,  and  finely  adorned,  the  Portuguefe  have  eighteen  churches. 
On  the  coaft  of  Ajan  alfo,  the  Portuguefe  reduced  moft  of  their  Princes  to  be  their  tributa- 
ries ;  fo  that  they  foon  became  mafters  of  the  whole  fouth-eaftern  coaft  of  Africa,  even  up  to 
the  entrance  into  the  Red  Sea.  Before  the  Portuguefe  came  thither,  the  Arabians  carried  on  a 
great  commerce  on  this  .coaft,  upon  which  they  made  many  fcttlements,  biit  how  long  they 
had  been  there  does  not  appear.  Tlicy  alfo  had  traded  from  thence  to  Perfia  and  India  ;  but 
the  Portuguefe  ruined  that  commerce,  and  got  k  all  into  their  own  hands. 

About  this  time  alfo,  the  great  King  Emanuel  of  Portugal  turned  his  arms  againft  the 
Moors  of  Barbary,  on  which  coaft  he  took  and  garrifoned  feveral  ports,  fuch  as  Magazan, 
Agadir,  called  alfo  Santa  Cruz  by  the  Europeans,  Azamor,  &c.  moft  of  which  places,  and  thofc 
they  had  before  on  that  fhore,  they  have  long  fince  loft  or  abandoned.  Neither  did  Portugal 
ever  reap  much  benefit  from  thofe  port-towns,  in  point  of  commerce,  any  further  than  they 
helped  to  curb  the  Moorifli  pirates ;  which  falutary  objeft,  however,  neither  they  nor  Spain 
have  ever  been  able  effeftually  to  accomplilh.  King  Alphonfo  V.  had,  fo  far  back  as  the 
year  1448,  taken  the  port  of  Alcazar  an  that  coaft,  as  he  did  Tangier  and  Arzilla,  in  the 
year  147 1. 

In  this  fame  year  1502,  was  finally  concluded  the  moft  aufpicious  marriage  of  Margaret, 

eldeft  daughter  of  King  Henry  VII.  of  England,  to  King  Jaipes  IV.  of  Scotland.    The 

lands  afligned  by  James  for  her  dowry  of  two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  in  earldoms,  lord- 

rlhips,  manors,  forefts,  with  the  palaces  and  caftlcs  of  Linlithgow  and  Stirling,  are,  at  this 

•tiipe,  probably  more  than  ten  times  their  value  at  that  period.     Her  portion  we  have  men- 

itioned. under  the  year  I5CX>. 

The 
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1502      The  firft  record  that  we  meet  with  to  our  purpofe  in  the  thirteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera, 

is  in  the  year  1502,  p.  6:  It  is  a  treaty  of  friendlhip  and  intercourfe  of  commerce  between 
King  Henry  VII.  of  England  and  Maximilian  King  of  the  Romans,  &c.  wherein  it  is  in 
general  terms  flipulated,  "  That  the  merchants  on  both  (ides  may  freely  refort  and  trade  to 
each  others  dominions." 

In  anotlier  treaty,  in  this  fame  year  1502,  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  9,  between  thole  two 
Princes,  there  is  one  much  more  to  Maximilian's  purpofe.  It  is  a  grant  of  ten  thoufand 
pounds  fterling  from  King  Henry  VII.  to  him,  for  enabling  him  to  make  head  againft  the 
Turks  on  the  fide  of  Hungary,  where,  at  this  time,  they  were  puftiing  on  their  conquefts  ;  on 
which  account  the  Popes  laboured  to  excite  all  Chriftian  Princes  to  contribute  :  and  it  muft 
be  owned,  that  confidering  the  charaftcr  of  King  Henry  VII.  this  was  a  large  contribution 
for  thofe  times. 

In  p.  37  of  this  thirteenth  volume  of  the  Feeders,  King  Henry  VII.  grants  his  charter  of 
licence  to  Hugh  Elliot  and  Thomas  Afhurft,  merchants  of  Briftol,  John  Gunfalus  and  Fran- 
cis Farnandus,  natives  of  Portugal :— **  Firft,  To  fail  witli  fuch  fliips  and  mariners  as  they  fhall 
*«  judge  proper,  into  all  the  parts  and  countries  of  the  eaftern,  weftern,  fouthern,  and  northern 
"  feas,  in  order  to  difcover,  recover,  and  inveftigate  any  iflands,  coafts,  and  countries  of  hea- 
"  then  and  infidel  parts  of  the  world,  and  to  ereft  King  Henry's  banners  and  enfigns  at  what- 
••  ever  town,  caftle,  ifland,  or  continent  they  fhall  fo  difcover,  and  to  hold  the  fame,"  fays 
the  King,  "  for  our  ufe,  as  our  lieutenants  there  :  Provided  they  do  not  concern  themfelves 
"  with,  nor  offer  to  moleft  fuch  heathen  and  infidel  countries  as  are  already  difcovered,  and 
^  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  the  King  of  Portugal,  or  of  any  other  Prince  our  friend  or 
**  confederate. 

•*  Secondly,  Whenever  any  difcovery  fhall  be  made,  it  is  our  wiH,  that  men  and  women 
•'  from  England  be  freely  permitted  to  fettle  therein,  and  to  improve  the  fame,  under  the  pro- 
"  teftion  of  thefe  grantees,  whom  we  hereby  empower  to  make  laws,  &c.  there." 

The  feven  remaining  claufes  relate  to  the  fettling,  failing,  and  trading  to  fuch  fuppofed  and 
to  be  difcovered  country,— the  cuftoms  to  be  paid,  and  the  confining  the  trade  thither  to  his 
own  fubjeSs,  &c.     And  he  concludes  the  ninth  and  laft  claufe  thus,  viz. 

**  And  whereas  we  have,  by  otliers  letters  patent  of  the  fixteenth  year  of  our  reign,"  that  is, 
two  years  before,  but  which  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  Fcedcra,  ««  granted  to  Richard  Ward, 
**  John  Thomas,  and  John  Farnandus,  together  with  the  four  grantees  herein-named,  a  li- 
**  cence  to  go  and  difcover  new  countries  and  iflands  ;  yet  we  will  not  have  the  three  firft- 
**  named  perfons  to  attempt  or  meddle  with  any  fuch  new  difcoveries,  without  a  licence  from 
*'  the  four  grantees  of  this  prefent  charter." 

We  may  here  again  obferve,  Firft,  that  King  Henry  pays  no  regard  to  the  imaginary  line  of 
divifion  made  between  Spain  and  Portugal  by  the  Pope's  authority.  And,  fecondly,  that 
Henry,  according  to  his  genius  and  former  pradice,  does  not  pretend  to  give  one  penny  to- 
wards the  faid  difcovery ;  which,  therefore,  fucceeded  no  better  than  Cabot's  voyage,  in  the 
year  1496  ;  for  private  adventurers  rarely  have  abilities  and  patience  fufiicient  to  perfeft  fuch 
undertakings,  unlefs  fupported  by  the  public. 

At  this  time,  tiiere  were  differences  between  John  King  of  Denmark  and  the  Hans-towns ; 
the  latter,  like  true  merchants,  ftriving  to  have  commerce  wherever  they  could  obtain  it- 
whilft  the  former  being  driven  out  of  Sweden  by  Steen-Sture  the  Regent,  infifted,  that  the 
Hans-towns  fhould  forbear  trading  to  Sweden  i  in  which,  fays  tlie  Hanfeatic  hiftorian,  An- 
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1502  gclius  a  Werdenhagcn,  vol.  I.  pars  iii.  cap.  17.  King  John  was  feconded  by  the  ambaflador 
of  his  uncle,  King  James  IV.  of  Scotland,  at  a  general  aflembly  of  the  deputies  of  the  Han- 
fcatip  League  at  Lubeck:  yet  this  general  aflembly  at  length  convinced  the  Danifh  King  of 
the  unreafonablcnefs  of  that  demand  ;  as  it  would  be  very  hard  on  them,  who  had  great  con- 
cerns in  Sweden,  to  be  obftrufted  in  their  accuftomed  commerce  by  the  quarrels  of  Den- 
mark and  Sweden. — We  alfo  learn,  from  the  Hiftoria  Danica  of  Meurfius,  that  the  King  of 
Scotland  afliftcd  his  nephew,  at  this  time,  with  two  ftout  Ihips  of  war. 

King  Henry  VII.  of  England  now  caufed  the  chapel  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  a  tavern  ad- 
joining, at  the  eaft  end  of  the  abbey  church  of  Weftminfter,  to  be  taken  down;  on  the  fite 
whereof  he  ercfted  the  prefect  moll  beautiful  and  magnificent  chapel  which  is  tailed  by  his 
name,  at  the  expence  of  fourteen  thoufand  pounds  ;  at  this  time  it  would,  in  all  probabilty, 
coft  at  lead  five  times  that  fura. 
J  503  i"  Scptland,  an  aft  of  the  fixth  Parliament  of  King  James  IV.  confirmed  that  of  1406,  and 
direfted,  *' That  none  Ihall  beg  but  lame,  fick,  and  impotent  people,  under  a  penalty  on  the 
**  magillrates  fufFering  any  others  to  beg." 

By  another  Scotifh  law  of  that  fame  year,  *'  All  lords  and  lairds  were  enjoined  to  have  parks 
^*  with  deer,  alfo  (tanks  or  fifh-ponds,  conningarcs  or  rabbit-warrens,  dove-cotes,  orchards, 
**  and  hedges,  and  fhould  plant  at  leaft  one  acre  of  woodlands,  where  there  arc  already  no 
**  great  woods  or  forefts.*'  The  wars  with  England  had  occafioned  the  woods  to  be  de- 
flroyed,  fo  that  there  was  p.  great  want  of  timber  and  fire  wood  ;  inclofures  and  parks  had  alfo 
been  much  neglefted.  Some  of  thefe  points  were  pretty  well  profecuted  ;  but  others,  and  in- 
deed the  mod  important  of  them,  were  very  much  neglefted,  though  enforced  by  many  fub- 
fequcnt  laws. 

The  fame  year,  we  firft  find  mention,  in  a  Scotch  aft  of  Parliament,  of  the  ofhce  of  cori- 
fervator  of  that  nation's  mercantile  privileges  in  the  Netherlands,  though  that  office  was  ap- 
parently of  an  earlier  date  than  this  time  ;  when  it  was  now  cnafted,  *'  That  for  the  well- 
**  being  of  merchants,  and  becaufe  of  the  great  exorbitant  expences  made  by  them  upon  pleas, 
**  (pleysj  in  parts  beyond  the  feas,  the  confervator  of  this  realm  (hall  have  jurifdiftiort  to  do 
**  juftice  between  the  faid  merchants,  being  the  King's  lieges,  in  the  parts  beyond  the  feas.— 
**  But  the  faid  confervator  fhall  have  fix,  or  at  leaft  four  Scotilh  merchants  to  fit  and  deter- 
**  mine  all  matters  jointly  with  him  ;  and  that  no  Scotilh  merchant  beyond-fea  fhall  fuc  ano- 
**  ther  Scotifh  merchant  there,  before  any  other  judge  but  only  this  confervator."  By  another 
aft  of  this  fame  year,  *'  the  faid  confervator  is  direfted  to  come  home  yearly  to  Scotland,  or 
**  elfe  to  fend  his  refponfible  procurator  to  anfwer  for  him,  touching  his  conduft  in  his  office 
**  beyond-fea."  This  office  of  confervator  nearly  refembles  that  of  Englifh  confuls  in  foreign 
ports  ;  and  although,  in  neither  of  the  above-quoted  afts  the  place  of  his  refidence  be  men- 
tioned, yet  it  is  well  known  that  he  always  rcfided  in  the  Netherlands,  where  the  principal 
foreign  comrnerce  of  Scotland  had  always  centered.  And  in  a  Scotifh  aft  of  Parliament,  in 
the  year  1535,  which  confirms  certain  former  laws,  prohibiting  little  pettifogging  merchants 
from  going  bcyond-fcato  France,  Flanders,  &c.  with  lefs  than  half  a  laft  of  merchandize,  he 
is  called  the  confervator  of  tlic  nation  in  Flanders  ;  who  is  thereby  direfted  to  fend  home 
the  names  of  all  merchants  going  thither  in  every  fhip,  contrary  to  the  tenour  of  this  aft. 

Under  this  year  we  may  tranfiently  remark,  that  the  acceffion  of  Spain  to  the  Houfe  of  Au- 
ftria,  by  a  marriage  at  this  time,  prepared  the  way  for  great  alterations  in  the  commercial  as 
well  as  in  the  political  affairs  of  Europe;  which  conjunftion  would  have  been  an  over-match 

for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OFTHEORIGINOFCOMMERCE,  9 

A.  D. 

1503  forall  the  reft  of  Chriftendom,  had  not  England  and  France  been  vigilant  on  the  oppofite 

fide. 

Morifotus,  in  his  Orbis  Maritimus,  lib.  II.  cap.  xili.  p.  410.  acquaints  us>  that  the  Ca- 
nary ifles  beginning  to  be  frequented,  there  arrived  two  Zealand  fhips  at  Cauipvcer,  laden  with 
Canary  fugars.  As  yet  no  fugar-canes  were  produced  in  America,  but  they  were  tranfplanted 
foon  after  this  time  from  the  Canary  ifles  to  Bralil.  We  have  already  feen  that  the  firft  fugar- 
canes  weft  of  the  Mediterranean  fea,  were  planted  at  the  ifle  of  Madeira,  from  Sicily  ;  from 
whence,  or  perhaps  from  the  more  fouthern  coafts  of  Africa,  they  might  be  brought  to  the 
Canaries.  "  The  boiling  and  baking  of  fugar,"  fays  Dr.  Hcyhn,  in  his  Cofmography,  "  as 
"  it  is  now  ufed,  is  not  above  two  hundred  years  old  ;  and  the  refining  of  it  more  new  than. 
"  that  firft  found  out  by  a  Venetian  in  the  days  of  our  forefathers,  who  got  one  hundred 
"  thoufand  crowns  by  the  invention.  Before  which  art  of  boiling  and  refining  it,  our  an- 
•*  ceftors  made  ufe  of  it  rough  as  it  came  from  the  canes  ;  but  they  moft  commonly  ufed 
"  honey  inftead  of  it." — The  fame  author,  in  the  firft  edition  of  his  work,  which  was  printed 
in  the  year  1624,  alfo  informs  us,  that  when  he  wrote,  the  Portuguefe  ifland  of  St.  Thome, 
under  the  equator,  had  feventy  fugar-ingenios,  each  having  upwards  of  two  hundred  flaves. 

1504  It  was  not  till  the  year  1504,  that  any  French  fhip  arrived  on  the  coafts  of  North  America 
even  according  to  tlieir  own  accounts ;  which  was  eight  years  later  than  the  Englifli  difcovery 
of  that  country  by  Cabot,  &c.  but  it  was  not  till  two  years  later,  that  one  Dennis  difcovered 
the  entrance  into  the  river  of  Canada,  or  St.  Lawrence.  So  that  the  priority  of  difcovery  is 
undoubtedly  on  the  fide  of  England  for  all  North  America ;  and  confequently  England,  be- 
yond all  other  nations  of  Europe,  had  tfie  beft  claim  to  the  whole,  until  flie  gave  up  part  of  it, 
by  her  fucceeding  treaties  with  other  European  nations. 

The  renowned  city  of  Antwerp  was  at  this  time,  arrived  very  near  to  the  fummit  of  that 
wealth  and  glory  which  it  had  acquired  from  the  two  following  confiderations,  viz. 

I.  By  the  grants  of  free-fairs  for  tommerce,  made  formerly  by  the  fovereigns  of  the  Nether- 
lands; two  of  which  fairs  lafted  each  fix  weeks,  whither  merchants  reforted  from  all  parts  of 
Chriftendom  with  their  merchandize,  cuftom-frce :  at  which  fairs  vaft  concerns  were  managed, 
not  only  in  merchandize,  but  in  bills  of  exchange  with  all  parts  of  Europe. 

II.  But  what  more  immediately  and  fuddenly  brought  about  the  wealth,  grandeur,  and 
Tcnown  of  Antwerp,  was  when  Portugal  brought  home,  in  immenfe  quantities,  the  fpices, 
drugs,  and  other  rich  produSs  of  Eaft  India,  firft  to  Lifbon,  and  thence  to  Antwerp,  as  to 
an  entre-port  or  mid- way  ftation  between  the  northern  and  fouthern  parts  of  Europe.  This 
drew  the  German  and  other  merchants  to  fettle  at  Antwerp,  which  brought  great  riches  to  it ; 
and  the  merchants  of  Bruges  alfo  removed  thither,  after  the  Archduke  Maximilian  had,  about 
the  year  1499,  ^'^duced  the  laft  named  city  into  fubjeftion. 

Louis  Guicciardini,  in  his  judicious  Defcription  of  the  Netherlands,  printed  in  French  at 
Antwerp,  in  the  year  1582,  in  folio,  was  of  opinion,  that  the  fpices  alone  brought  from  Lif- 
bon to  Antwerp,  one  year  with  another,  amounted  to  above  a  million  of  crowns :  for,  in  thofe 
days,  the  people  of  Europe  were  much  fonder  of  fpices  in  their  cookery,  &c,  than  they  have 
been  in  later  times. 

An  Englifli  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  21.  pafied  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  King  Henry  VIL 
for  the  advancement  of  the  fmaller  filk  manufaftures  in  England,  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  any  manner  of  filk  wrought  either  by  itfclf,  or  with  any  other  ftufF,  in  ribbands,  laces,  gir- 
dles, corfcs,  and  corfes  of  tiflTues  or  points,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  tl)e  fame.     Alfo,  on  the 
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1504  Other  hand,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  all  perfons,  as  well  foreigners  as  Englifli,  to  import  all  man- 
ner of  other  filks,  as  well  wrought  as  raw  and  unwrought,  the  above  excepted.  The  reader 
here  may  plainly  fee,  that  at  this  time  there  was  no  broad  manufafture  of  filk  made  in  Eng- 
land, as  my  Lord  Bacon  alfo  obferves,  in  his  Hiftory  of  King  Henry  VIL  under  this  ftatutc. 
Another  ftatute  paflcd,  cap.  23.  for  confirming  *'  To  the  merchants  of  the  Hans  in  Al- 
**  main,  having  the  houfe  in  the  city  of  London  commonly  called  Guildhalda  Teutonicorum ^ 
that  is,  the  German  merchants  of  the  Steel-yard,  "all  their  ancient  liberties,  privileges,  free 
*'  ufages,  and  cuftoms,  granted  either  by  the  Kings  of  England,  or  by  the  authority  of  Par- 
*'  liament;  and  that  all  afts,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  made  in  derogation  of  their  faid  liber- 
•*  ties,  &c.  be  hereby  annulled  and  made  void."  The  Englilh  merci^ants  increafing  in  their 
foreign  commerce,  had  probably  occafioned  the  Hanfeatics  to  procure  this  confirmation  of  their 
ancient  privileges,  for  which,  poflibly,  they  might  gratify  the  avarice  of  the  monarch. 

In  another  ftatute  made  in  this  fame  year,  cap.  17.  for  regulating  the  company  of  Ihearmen 
of  the  city  of  Norwich,  it  is,  among  other  things,  remarked,  **  That  Norwich  is  an  ancient 
**  city,  wherein,  time  out  of  mind,  has  been  ufed  a  certain  craft  called  fhearmen,  for  fliearing 
**  as  well  worfteds,  ftamins,  and  fuftians,  as  alfo  all  other  woollen  cloth,  &c."  This  ftatutc 
fhews  us  a  general  lift  of  their  woollen  manufafturcs,  which  were  even  then  fo  confiderable^ 
efpecially  the  thinner  forts,  that  we  find  more  ftatutes  hitherto  for  regulating  the  faid  manu- 
faftures  in  Norwich,  and  its  neighbourhood  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  than  of  any  other  part' 
of  England. 

The  byc-law$  made  by  corporations,  or  fellowfhips  of  crafts,  guilds,  and  fraternities,  were, 
at  this  time,  found  to  be  many  ways  againft  the  King's  prerogative,  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  liberty  of  the  fubjeft  ;  being,  fays  Lord  Bacon,  fraternities  in  evil.  Where- 
fore an  aft  of  Parliament,  in  this  nineteenth  year  of  King  Henry  VIL  cap.  7.  *'  Reftrains  the 
•'  matters  or  wardens  of  fuch  fellowfhips  from  making  any  new  bye-laws  or  ordinances  con- 
**  cerning  the  prices  of  wares,  and  other  things,  for  their  own  fingular  profit,  until  firft  exa- 
**  mined  and  approved  of  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord  Trcafurer,  or  King's  Juftices,  on 
•'  pain  of  forfeiting  forty  pounds  for  cv^ry  fuch  ofi^ence. 

An  Englilh  aft  of  Parliament  puffed  this  fame  year,  cap.  5.  for  reftraining  of  gold  and  filver 
coins  from  being  canicd  into  Ireland,  and  Irifh  money  from  being  brought  into  England  ;  and 
for  calling  all  clipped  and  diminilhed  money  into  the  mint : — There  was  then  a  mint  in  Ire 
land,  though  there  is  none  at  prefent.  We  have  alfo  the  following  extraordinary  remark  of 
Lord  Bacon,  in  his  Hiftory  of  King  Henry  VII.  "  Neither  was  it  a  fmall  matter,  that  the 
"  mint,"  ;.  e,  the  King,  **  gained  by  thus  recoining  of  groats  and  half-groats  •/'  thofe  coins 
being,  it  fcems,  as  large  as  our  modern  fhillings  and  fixpences,  which  furely  they  could  not 
be,  if  they  were  not  of  bafer  alloy  than  the  old  fterling  finenefs.  His  lordfhip  alfo  recounts 
many  other  ways  which  that  King  had  of  getting  vaft  fums  into  his  coffers,  even  in  time  of 
profound  peace;  fuch  as  the  extorting  five  thoufand  marks  from  the  city  of  London  for  con- 
firming their  privileges ;  his  fubfidies,  benevolences,  and  cafualties ;  the  marriage-portion  from 
Spain,  &c.  but  thefe  are  foreign  to  our  fubjeft. 

The  following  prices  of  provifions  are  from  the  Chronicon  Preciofum,  viz.  wheat,  fivefhil- 
.     lings  and  eightpence  per  quarter ;  ale  and  beer,  almoft  threepence  per  gallon ;   red  wine,  per  gal- 
lon, fevenpence  and  one-third.     Now,  as  we  have  more  than  once  obferved,  that  the  price  of 
wheat  is,  of  any  one  article,  the  beft  rule  to  judge  of  the  rate  of  living,  and  as  the  other  things 
herein-named  feem  nearly  to  corrcfpond  with  it, — and,  laftly,  as  money  was  then,  near  or 
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about  twice  the  weight  of  our  modern  coins,  we  may  conclude  that  the  rate  of  living,  at  this 
time,  was  nearly  about  thrice  as  cheap  .as  in  our  days. 
1505  We  have  remarked,  under  the  year  1497,  that  the  ftatutc  which  reduced  the  exorbitant 
freedom-fines  of  the  company  of  mercliant-ad venturers,  did,  at  the  fame  time,  by  a  ftrong  im- 
plication, legally  eftablifli  the  faid  company,  although  the  legal  title  or  name  of  it  was  not 
then  prccifely  fo  called  ;  yet,  in  faft,  they  were,  and  had  long  before  been,  what  this  King 
makes  them  by  his  new  charter.  But  King  Henry  VII.  in  the  year  1505,  being  the  twentieth 
of  his  reign,  confirmed  by  charter,  **  to  the  merchants  trading  in  woollen  cloth  of  all  kinds  to 
*'  the  Netherlands  their  former  privileges."  And  in  this  new  charter  of  confirmation  they 
were  now  firft  properly  flilcd,  ♦*  The  fellowfliip  of  merchant-adventurers  of  England."  ■  They 
had  alfo  hereby  authority  given  them,  *'  to  hold  courts  and  marts  at  Calais ;  provided,  however, 
*'  that  they  exafted  no  more"  as  per  aft  of  Parliament,  in  the  year  1497,  "  than  ten  marks 
*'  of  any  merchant  whatever,  for  his  freedom  in  this  fellowfhip,  for  trading  to  Flanders,  Bra- 
**  bant,  Holland,  Zealand,  and  the  countries  adjacent,  under  the  Archduke's  government ; 
**  hereby  enjoining  all  merchant-adventurers  to  come  into  the  freedom  of  this  fellowfliip." — 
Wheeler,  fecretary  of  this  fellowfliip,  in  his  vindication  of  it,  under  the  title  of  A  Treatife 
of  Commerce,  in  quarto,  printed  in  160T,  acknowledges,  that  at  the  period  we  have  now  un- 
der confideration,  as  well  as  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  IV.  the  like  complaints,  as  in  his 
own  time,  were  made  by  the  clothiers,  wool-growers,  dyers,  &c.  againft  this  fellowfliip,  viz. 
that  they  obftrufted  the  free  courfe  of  commerce  by  reftraints.  "  Yet,"  he  adds,  "  after  due 
"  examination  of  the  faid  complaint,  the  ilfue  procured  great  favour  to  the  company,  and  oc- 
*'  cafioned  the  enlarging  of  tUeir  former  charters,  with  an  exprefs  reftraint  of  all  ftragglcrs 
**  and  intermcddlers,"  that  is  feparate  traders.  **  And  whereas  the  Eafterlings,"  that  is,  the 
German  merchants  of  the  Steel-yard,  **  at  this  time,  had  entered  into  the  fame  trade;  King 
**  Henry  VII.  not  only  ftriftly  prohibited  them  from  the  fame,  but  likcwife  obliged  the  al- 
**  dermenof  the  Steel-yard  in  London  to  enter  into  a  recognizance  of  two  thoufand  marks, 
**  that  the  faid  Steel-yard  merchants  fliould  not  carry  any  Englifli  cloth  to  the  place  of  refi- 
"  dence  of  the  merchant-adventurers  in  the  Low  Countries."  Ncverthelefs,  the  complaints 
againll  the  merchant-adventurers  monopoly  became  afterwards  much  louder,  as  the  manufac- 
turers increafed,  and  the  general  trade  of  the  nation  became  more  enlarged. 

Although,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  the  way  of  reckoning  by  pounds,  marks,  and  fliil- 
Ungs,  as  well  as  by  pence  and  ferlings,  or  farthings,  had  been  in  conftant  ufe  even  from  the 
Saxon  times,  long  before  the  Norman  conquefl:,  yet  it  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  there  never 
was  fuch  a  coin  in  England  as  either  a  pound* or  a  mark,  nor  any  fliilling,  till  this  year  1505; 
thofe,  three  coins  being  merely  ideal  money,  or  denominations  or  ways  of  reckoning  for  con- 
venience. But  in  this  twentieth  year  of  King  Henry  VII.  a  few  filver  fliillings  or  twelve- 
peipces  were  coined,  being  about  the  bignefs  of  one  and  a  half  of  the  modern  fliillings,  or  forty 
out  of  a  pound  weight  of  filver,  fair  and  broad  pieces  ;  but  they  have  long  fince  been  folcly  con- 
fined to  the  cabinets  of  a  few  curious  colleftors  of  fuch  things. 

The  Portuguefe  now  firft  land  on  the  iflc  of  Ceylon  :  here  they  were  ftrenuoufly  oppofed 
by  theMoors,  who  had  long  before  been  fettled  there,  and  who  had  fo  fong  fupplied  all  Eu- 
rope with  cinnamon,  by  tlie  way  of  Alexandria:  yet,  in  the  end,  the  Portuguefe  got  the  bet- 
ter; and  having  fortified  the  principal  ports  of  that  ifland,  they,  in  their  turn,  totally  engrof* 
fed  the  cinnamon  trade  till  the  year  1639,  when  they  were  fupplanted  by  the  Hollanders. — 
This  fpicc  was  well  known  to  the  ancients,  ever  fince  the  commerce  from  Egypt  to  India  was 
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praftifed ;  the  ifland  of  Taprobana,  which  was  probably  Ceylon,  being  conftantly  frequented 
from  the  Red  Sea,  not  only  from  Auguflus  Ca?far*s  time,  but  probably  long  before ;  whereas 
the  fpices  from  the  Moluccas,  and  more  efpeciaUy  the  places  producing  them,  were  not  gene- 
rally known  at  fuch  an  early  period. 
1506  King;Henry  VII.  in  the  decline  of  his  life,  taking  it  into  his  head  to  think  of  marrying  Mar- 
garet, Duchefs  Dowager  of  Savoy,  lifter  of  Philip  I.  King  of  Spain,  the  marriage-portion 
ftipulated  to  be  given  with  her  to  Henry,  was  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  thoufand  French 
crowns,  of  four  (hillings  fterling  each,  or  lixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling ;  but  this  match  never 
took  place,  becaufe  of  Henry's  fudden  ill  ftate  of  health. — Foedera,  vol.  xiii.  p.  129. 

The  faid  King  Philip  of  Spain,  who  was  fovereign  of  the  Netherlands,  and  his  Queen,  on 
their  voyage  to  Spain,  being  by  ftrefs  of  weather  driven  into  Weymouth,  were  by  King  Hen- 
ry VIL  decoyed  to  Windfor  and  London,  where  they  were  entertained  with  much  feafting  and 
fplendour,  when  this  marriagc-contraft  was  concluded.  King  Henry  VII.  at  the  fame  time, 
concluded  a  new  commercial  treaty  with  King  Philip  for  the  Netherlands,  which  treaty  the 
Flemings  termed  intercurfus  malusy  **  for  that  that  there  be  fome  things  in  it,"  fays  Lord 
Bacon,  **  more  to  the  advantage  of  the  Englilh  than  of  them  ;  efpecially,  for  that  the  free  fifli- 
*'  ing  of  the  Dutch  upon  the  coafts  and^  feas  of  England,  granted  in  the  treaty  of  tlie  year. 
"  I4q6,"  termed  by  the  Flemings  intercurfus  magnus^  "  was  not  by  this  treaty  confirmed." 

This  new  treaty  is,  in  fubftance,  as  follows  : — **  That  whereas  the  Englifh,  refiding  in  and 
**  trading  to  the  Netherlands,  had  made  grievous  complaints  of  new  and  unprecedented  tolls 
*'  and  duties  laid  on  their  merchandize  there,  contrary  to  treaties  fubfifting ;  and  that  there 
"  were  alfo  prohibitions  of  felling  Englilh  cloth  in  many  places  there;  alfo  that  there  were 
"  feizures  made  of  Ihips  and  merchandize,  and  the  imprifonment  of  their  perfons,  &c." — See 
the  Foedera,  vol.  xiii.  p.  132. 

For  redrcfs  therefore  of  all  grievances  on  both  fides,  it  was  now  ftipulated, 
**  I.  That  former  treaties  be  confirmed,  particularly  thofe  of  1495  ^^^  I499>"  (here  that 
of  1496  was  artfully  omitted  to  be  named)  "  except  fo  far  as  altered  by  this  treaty,  and  all  new 
*♦  tolls  and  exadlions  utterly  abolifhed. 

**  II.  The  Englini  merchants  may  freely  refort  to  Bri\gcs  in  Flanders,  as  alfo  to  all  the 
*'  other  provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  with  their  fhips,  cloth,  and  other  merchandize,  freely 
**  to  buy  and  fell.  But,  in  the  province  of  Flanders^  and  there  only,  they  (hall  not  fell  their 
**  cloth  by  retail,  or  in  a  fmaller  quantity  than  an  entire  piece;  neither  fhall  they  be  permitted 
*'  either  to  drefs  or  to  dye  their  cloth  in  the  faid  province  of  Flanders. 

**  III.  For  prevention  of  all  impofitions  for  the  future,  a  table  of  all  the  duties,  fubfidies, 
*'  tolls,  and  other  payments,  which  may  be  legally  demanded  in  either  country,  fhall  be  af- 
*'  fixed  on  the  doors  of  the  cuftom-houfes  of  London,  Bruges,  Antwerp,  Berg,  Mons,  and 
**  Middleburgh.'' 

In  vol.  xiii.  p.  159,  of  the  Foedera,  we  fee  that  King  Henry  VII.  moft  unjuftly,  and  pro- 
bably for  his  own  private  profit,  granted  **  a  licence  to  Auguftini  Chigi,  a  merchant  of  Sienna 
*^'  in  Tufcany,  to  import  from  Flanders,  or  clfewhere,  thirteen  hundred  quintals  of  alum, 
**  and  none  elfe  to  import  any,  until  he  fhall  have  fold  off  all  his  faid  quantity  ;  provided, 
*'  however,  that  neither  he  nor  his  faftors  fliall  fell  the  faid  alum  at  an  higher  price  than  one 
*'  pound  fix  fhillings  and  eightpence  per  quintal,  or  hundred-weight." 

In  this  year  the  ever-famous  Chriftopher  Columbus  left  the  world.  About  which  time 
fugar-cancs  were  brought  from  Brafil  and  the  Canaries,  and  planted  in  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola, 
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1506  where,  fays  Herrera,  many  fugar-mills  were  gradually  erefted.  Leave  alfo  was  granted  to  all 
native  Spaniards  to  fend  merchandize  to  the  Weft  Indies ;  and  it  was  allowed  that  even  fo- 
reigners might  trade  in  partnerfhip  with  native  Spaniards,  in  Spanifh  bottoms  only.  The 
Contraftation  Houfe  lately  erefted  at  Seville,  for  the  management  of  all  the  American  com- 
merce, was  now  enlarged,  and  its  conftitution  fettled.  The  Spaniards  alfo,  at  this  time,  im- 
proved their  pearl  fifhery  at  the  ifland  of  that  name,  and  other  parts  of  the  Weft  Indies.  Be- 
fore the  Brafil  fugar  (which,  as  fome  conjefture,  was  originally  and  fpontancoufly  produced 
there,  though  others  fay  the  firft  fugar-canes  were  firft  carried  thither  from  the  Canary  ifles) 
was  brought  into  Europe,  that  commodity  was  very  dear,  being  only  ufed  in  feafts  and  phyfi- 
cal  neceflities ;  honey  being,  till  then,  the  general  ingredient  for  fweetening  of  meats  and 
drinks. 

1507  In  the  thirteenth  volume,  p.  161,  of  the  Foedera,  there  is  a  record,  with  the  title  of  De 
Pardonatione pro  Mercator  ibus  Venettarum  ;  whereby  *'  King  Henry  VII.  pardons,  remits,  and 
"  leafes  to  fix  Venetian  merchants,  therein  named,  and  to  all  other  fubjefts  of  that  republic, 
•'all  forfeitures,  tranfgreflions,  and  offences  committed  by  them  before  the  firft  day  of  March. 
*'  in  this  year  1507,  againft  any  afts  of  Parliament  or  orders  of  Council,  &c.  alfo  all  manner 
"  ofufuries,  corrupt  bargains,  buying,  felling,  and  bartering  of  Wool,  tin,  lead,  cloth,  &c. . 
"  alfo  all  illegal  entries  at  the  Cuftom-houfes ;  all  payments  of  gold  againft  law,  &c.  all  de- 
*'  ceptions  in  the  maktng  of  woollen  cloth,  and  in  ftretching  the  fame  ;  all  exportations  and 
"  importations   of  the   before-named  and   other  commodities    againft    law  ;    all  changes,. 
**  exchanges,  and  rechangcs,"  (camb'ia^  excambia^  et  recambia)  ''  between  the  faid  Venetians 
•*  and  others; — as  alfo  mifprifions,  confederacies,  riots,  &c. — all  condemnations,  pains  of 
"  death,  and  all  other  pecuniary  and  corporal  pains  which  they  may  have  incurred,  &c.— 
"  And  we  do  hereby  giant  them  our  fecure  peace,  as  alfo  all  goods  and  chattels  they  may  have 
"  formerly  forfeited,  and  which  are  in  the  cuftody  of  our  officers,  &c.  to  be  rcftored  to  them, 
"  without  their  rendering  any  account."     Great  and  illegal  grants  having  been  made  to  thofe 
Venetian  merchants,  to  the  injury  of  our  own  traders,  for  King  Henry's  private  and  imme- 
diate emolument,  of  which  our  people  had  made  loud  complaints,  this  grant  or  charter  of  in* 
demnification  was  therefore  judged  neceflary  for  fcreening  them  from  profecutions. 

"  Provifo,  That  the  faid  Venetians,  be  not  forgiven  any  debt  due  to  us,  for  which  there  are. 
"  written  fecunties. 

"  The  King  alfo  grants  licence  to  the  Venetians  to  buy  and  fell,  at  London  and  elfewhere, 
"  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Calais,  woollen  cloth,  lead,  tin,  leather,  &c.  with  the  Englifh, 
"  Genoefe,  Venetians,  Florentines,  Luccans,  Spaniards,  Portuguefe,  Flemings,  Hollanders^ 
**  Brabanters,  Burgundians,  German  Hanfcatics,  Lombards,  and  Eafterlings,  and  all  other. 
"  foreigners,  as  well  as  natives,  for  ten  years  to  come. 

"  Moreover,  the  King  grants  the  fame  privileges,  pardons,  &c.  to  all  othef  ftrangers  la- 
"  England  dealing  with  the  Venetians  there.  And  if  all  tliis  be  not  judged  fufficicnt  by  the. 
"  Venetians,  they  fhall  have  other  more  ample  letters  patent  for  that  efFeft. . 

"  II.  Provifo,  That  the  faid  Venetians,  ^c.  uinler  colour  of  this  grant,  do  not,  within 
"  the  faid  term,  import  into  England  any  goods  from  the  dominions  of  the  Archduke  of 
**  Auftria."  This  provifo  was  introduced  to  favour  the  privileges  of  the  merchant-ad- 
venturers. 

By  the"whole  tenor  of  this  patent,  we  fee  how  many  different  nations  then  traded  to  or  rc- 
fided  in  England,  the  French  and  Scots  excepted* 
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1507  It  is  not  improbable,  that,  by  this  grant  to  the  Venetians  by  King  Henry,  who  was  never 
known  to  forget  his  own  private  emolument,  thofc  foreigners  either  had  done,  or  were  to  do 
fomething  to  merit  that  favour. 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  168,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find  '*  that  the  difputes  about  the  new  tolls 
**  exafted  in  the  Netherlands,  from  the  Englifh  trading  thither,  ran  fo  high,  that  the  com- 
*'  raerce  between  the  two  nations  was,  in  a  manner,  quite  interrupted,  to  the  very  great  da- 
*'  mag  of  both,"  fays  that  record.  *'  To  remedy  w^iich,  Maximilian,  King  of  the  Romans, 
*'  in  conjunftion  with  Charles  his^grandfon,  afterwards  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  grants  a 
*'  provifional  charter,  whereby  all  the  new  tolls  are  aboliflied  ;  and  makes  alfo  a  declaration, 
**  that  the  Englifh  fhould  enjoy  all  the  privileges  of  commerce  in  the  Netherlands,  and  the 
"  Netherlanders  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Calais,  as  ftipulated  in  the  intercourfe  of  1495. 

In  this  year,  the  ftrong  town  and  port  of  Oran  in  Barbary  was  conquered  by  King  Ferdi- 
nand of  Spain  from  the  Moors  of  Morocco  :  it  has  fince  been  retaken  by  the  Moors,  and  in 
our  days  again  retaken  by  Spain,  in  whofe  poiTeffion  it  ftill  remains.  He  alfo  took  the  town 
and  port  of  Bugia  on  that  coafl,  and  obliged  the  city  of  Algiers  to  fubmit  to  an  annual  tribute: 
and,  to  retain  the  inhabitants  in  their  fidelity,  he  fortified  the  little  iflc  before  the  city,  and 
placed  a  Spanifh  garrifon  therein  ;  though  fome  are  of  opinion  that  all  this  happened  two  years 
later. 

The  Portuguefc,  under  Albuquerque,  now  fortify  the  then  famous  ifle  of  Ormus  in  the 
Perfian  Gulph,  finely  fituated  for  the  trade  between  Turkey,  Arabia,  and  Perfia,  on  the  one 
hand;  and  India  and  China,  on  the  other;  there  being  two  caravans  w^hich  pafled  annually 
between  Aleppo  and  Ormus,  for  exchanging  the  carpets,  camlets,  drugs,  dried  fruits,  pearls, 
horfes,  &c.  of  the  three  firft-named  countries;  for  the  fpices,  cotton  cloths,  precious  ftones, 
&:c.  of  India  and  China  ;  which  commerce  centered  with  the  Portuguefe  at  Ormus  till  the 
year  1622,  as  will  be  fcen  hereafter. 

1508  Although  the  numerous  wars  in  Europe  during  this  century  are  not  properly  within  our 
cognizance  ;  fuch  as  the  contefts  between  France  and  Spain,  for  the  pofleflion  of  Naples  and 
Sicily — the  hoflilities  between  the  Poles,  Bohemians,  Auftrians,  and  Hungarians — as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  northern  crowns ;  nor  even  the  bloody  difputes  between  England  and  France, 
any  further  than  that,  by  producing  confiderablc  alterations  in  the  balance  of  power,  thofe 
wars  may,  at  certain  periods,  have  more  immediately  occafioned  revolutions  in,  or  injury  to 
commerce,  or  may  ferve  to  exhibit  the  (late  of  navigation,  Ihipping,  and  maritime  engage- 
ments :  yet,  for  the  glory  of  the  illuftrious  commercial  republic  of  Venice,  we  cannot  avoid 
briefly  to  commemorate  its  great  deliverance  from  the  famous  league  of  Camhray  againft  her ; 
which  was  a  confederacy  of  the  greateft  part  of  Europe  in  order  to  efFv^il  her  final  overthrow  ; 
viz.  the  Emperor  Maximilian  I.  Louis  XIL  of  France,  Ferdinand  King  of  Spain,  and  Pope 
Julius  II.  by  ^^h^fc  inftigation  this  league  was  fecretly  projefted.  Thofe  powers,  in  con- 
junflion,  eafily  flripped  the  republic  of  all  that  Ihe  poffeflcd  on  the  continent  of  Italy;  yet, 
with  all  their  power,  they  were  not  able  to  conquer  the  capital  city  of  Venice.  And,  in  the 
end,  the  Pope  being  brought,  or  bought  over,  and  the  reft  of  the  confederacy  becoming  dif- 
jointed,  the  republic  foon  recovered  much  of  her  former  territories :  to  the  Pope,  however, 
they  were  obliged  to  leave  Ravenna  ;  to  Spaih,  the  five  towns  which  the  republic  had  till  now 
poflcfled  in  Calabria;  and  to  the  Emperor,  Triefte  and  Friuli.  Such  another  unnatural  con- 
junftion  has  fo  lately  difturbed  Europe,  that  the  bare  mention  of  it  is  all  that  can  be  tliought 
neccflary  on  the  fubjeft. 

t  Aubart, 
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150S      Aubart,  a  Frenchman,  firft  failed  up  the  great  river  of  St.  Laurence  to  the  country  of  Ca* 

nada,  from  whence  he  brought  home  to  France  fome  of  the  Indian  natives. 

Although  the  marriage  treated  of  and  agreed  on  between  King  Henry  VI F.  of  England's 
daughter  Mary,  and  Charles,  grandfon  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  did  not  take  place;  yet 
it  is  fomcwhat  curious  to  fee  the  formality  of  thofe  times  for  fecuring  the  lady's  dowry,  and 
her  marriage  portion  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  gold  crowns :  for,  many  Lords,  named 
in  the  Foedera,  vol.  xiii.  p.  173,  were  folemnly  bound  for  the  fame,  as  were  alfo  the  follow- 
ing cities  and  towns  on  Maximilian's  part,  viz.  BrulFels,  Antwerp,  Bruges,  Ypres,  Courtray, 
Kieuport,  Dort,  Leyden,  Amfterdam,  Middleburg,  Zirickzee,  and  Mechlin;  and  on  the 
part  of  Henry,  the  cities  and  towns  of  London,  Coventry,  Norwich,  Chefter,  Worcefler, 
Exeter,  York,  Briftol,  Southampton,  Boflon,  Hull,  and  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne. 

In  the  fame  thirteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  216,  we  learn  what  king  Henry  VII. 
made  of  his  office  of  change,  exchange,  and  rechange,  (cambii^  excambiiy  et  recambii)  of  monev, 
paid  by  all  perfons  going  or  fending  money  to  foreign  parts,  and  from  thence  back  to  Eng- 
land, Henry  now  grants  this  office  to  Peter  Corfy,  a  Florentine,  for  one  year,  who,  by  the 
King's  authority,  was  to  take  thvee-pence  for  the  exchange  and  rechange  of  every  gold  ducat : 
for  this  office  Corfy  was  yearly  to  pay  the  King  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  flerling.  The 
record  calls  this  office  "  the  cuftody,"  et  appruamentumy  poffibly  written  by  miflake  inftead  of 
epcrlamentum^  or  opening,   *'  of  the  increafe  of  the  change,  exchange,  and  rechange." 

In  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  remains,  p.  197,  fpeaking  of  the  antiquity  and  ufe  of  this  cambium 
ugiSy  or  office  of  exchange,  in  a  curious  and  judicious  treatife,  intitled,  **  the  manner  and 
*'  means  how  the  Kings  of  England  have,  from  time  to  time,  fupported  and  repaired  their 
«*  eftatcs,"  written  in  the  year  1609,  he  fays,  **  it  is  as  ancient  as  before  the  time  of  King 
"  Henry  III.  and  continued  in  ufe  till  the  middle  of  King  Henry  Eighth's  reign,  the  profits 
**  of  it  being  now,"  that  is,  in  the  year  1609,  *'  engroflcd  among  a  few  goldfmiths,  and 
«*  would  yield  above  ten  thoufand  pounds  yearly  to  the  crown,  would  he  ereft  it  again,  and 
"  then  fhould  the  King  himfelf  keep  his  mint  in  continual  work."  Of  this  we  have  no  very 
diftinft  conception  in  modern  times. 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  234,  &c.  of  the  Foedera,  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  as  guardian  of 
liis  grandfon  Charles,  fovereign  of  the  Netherlands,  being  hard  prefTed  for  money  in  this  year, 
was  obliged  to  fend  over  to  England  the  famous  jewel  of  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy,  called  the 
rich  lilly  (feur  de  In)  of  Burgundy,  to  be  pawned  to  King  Henry  VII.  then  known  by  all 
men  to  be  the  richeft  Prince  in  Chriilendom,  for  fifty  thoufand  crowns  of  gold,  of  four  fhil- 
lings  fterling  6ach.  There  is  a  very  particular  defcription  of  the  numerous  gems  of  various 
kinds  contained  in  this  rich  liJly,  and  alfo  the  quantity  of  gold  therein;  which  flievvs  the 
wealth  and  magnificence  of  the  former  Princes  of  that  Houfe. 

Henera,  the  Spanifh-American  hiftoriographer,  relates,  that,  in  or  about  this  year,  the 
gold  brought  from  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  in  one  year,  amounted  to  four  hundred  and  fixty 
thoufand  pieces  of  eight ;  by  which,  together  with  the  cotton,  fugar,  ginger,  &c.  and  the 
(hipping  employed -between  Spain  and  America,  the  Weft  Indies  now  began  to  promife  a  re- 
compenfe  to  Spain  for  the  great  charge  of  the  firft  fettlement,  and  the  lofs  of  fo  many  lives. 
They  had,  it  feems,  by  this  time,  found  that  the  miferable  Indian  natives,  whom  the  Spaniards 
had  made  to  work  in  their  mines  and  fields,  were  not  fo  robuft  and  proper  for  thofe  purpofes 
as  negroes  brought  from  Africa;   wherefore  they,  about  die  fame  time,  began  to  import 
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1508  negroes  for  that  end  into  Hifpaniola  from  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  on  the  Guinea  Coafts, 
and  alfo  afterwards  for  their  fugar  works,  as  we  have  already  related. 

The  Portuguefe  in  India,  ftill  under  their  great  commander  Albuquerque,  take  the  town 
and  port  of  Goa  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar;  and  although  its  Prince  Hidalcan  foon  recovered  it; 
yet,  in  the  year  1510,  Albuquerque  retook  it,  with  the  flaughter  of  feven  thoufand  of  HidaU 
can's  men.  The  commodioufnefs  of  its  fituation,  and  goodneis  of  the  country,  induced  Al- 
buquerque to  fortify  it  very  much,  and  to  make  it  the  capital  of  the  Portuguefe  dominions  in 
India,  as  it  ftill  is,  its  walls  being  faid  to  have  been  twelve  miles  in  compafs,  and  many  of  its 
ftruftures  magnificent;  but  it  is  long  fince  much  decayed,  both  witli  refpeft  to  wealth  and 
number  of  inhabitants,  which  fome  fay  are  reduced  to  twenty  thoufand,  of  all  nations  and  re- 
ligions. This  able  General  Albuquerque,  in  order  to  breed  up  foldicrs,  very  wifely  got  the 
Indian  maids  made  Chriftians,  and  married  them  to  Portuguefe,  that  tliey  might  not  always 
ftand  in  need  of  frefh  fupplies  of  men  from  Portugal. 

It  is  not  our  province  minutely  to  particularize  all  the  Portuguefe  conqucfts  in  India,  whcre^ 
by  they  gained  immenfe  riches  and  great  glory  to  that  crown  and  nation.  It  is  fufficicnt  for 
our  purpofe  in  general  to  obferve,  that  they  went  on,  from  year  to  year,  in  difcovering  more 
countries,  even  as  far  eaftward  as  China  and  Japan  ;  and  fouthward  to  the  great  Archipelago 
of  iflands  in  the  Indian  ocean.  They  fubdued  the  kingdoms  of  Decan,  Cambaya,  and  Gu- 
zaratte,  with  the  forts  of  Diu,  Surat,  and  Cambaya,  and  many  other  places  and  iflands  for 
two  hundred  miles  along  the  Malabar  Coaft,  and  on  that  of  Coromandel,  and  in  the  kingdoms 
of  Bengal,  Macaflar,  and  Malacca,  and  alfo  the  ifles  of  Timor  and  Solor,  with  the  famous 
Molucca  and  Spice-iflands,  bcfidc  the  great  ifle  of  Ceylon  already  mentioned.  Their  con- 
qucfts and' fettlements,  already  related,  on  the  north  eaft  Ihores  of  Africa,  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  were  alfo  very  profitable  to  them,  where  they  traded  with  negro  nations  for 
much  gold,  brought  from  the  far  in-land  countries  to  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  on  the  coaft. 
In  Arabia  Fehx  tliey  once  got  pofleflion  of  Mafcate ;  alfo  of  feveral  ifles  in  the  Perfian  Gulph, 
and  the  important  town  and  port  of  Balfora  at  the  upper  end  of  that  Gulph.  They,  in  brief, 
were  become  very  formidable  to  all  the  Princes  of  India,  many  of  whom  they  made  tributary ; 
and  as  their  fleets  were  very  powerful  and  numerous,  fo  was  their  dominion  on  the  Indian 
feas  extremely  arbitrary,  infomuch,  that  ho  ftiip  whatever  could  fail  thereon  without  their 
permiflion  ;  and  if  any  did  prefume  fo  to  do,  they  feized  on  fliips  and  goods,  and  imprifoned 
tlieir  failors  :  at  the  fame  time,  they  almoft  every  where  committed  great  cruelties  and  maf- 
facrcs  on  the  conquered  people,  and  thought  to  expiate  all  their  crimes  and  enormities  by 
building  a  great  number  of  churches  and  monafteries  wherever  they  became  mafters.  This 
great  profperity  they  held  throughout  all  this  fixtecnth  century,  and  were  conftantly  increafing 
in  power,  fame,  and  riches :  yet,  whoever  well  confiders  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  fmall  king- 
dom of  Portugal,  will  be  difpofed  to  wonder  how  they  got  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  grandeur  and 
power  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  by  what  means  they  contrived  to  hold  it  for  near  a  century 
and  a  half,  in  fpite  of  the  emulation  of  their  European  neighbours  :  on  which  point,  though 
we  do  not  here  undertake  to  enlarge,  we  may  however,  curforily  obferve. 

I.  That  Portugal  was  then  much  more  populous  than  at  this  day,  and  that  its  prefent 
feeble  ftate,  for  want  of  manufaftures,  is  owing  to  the  former  draining  the  kingdom  of  its 
people,  for  the  purpofe  of  colonizing  in  Africa,  India,  and  Brafil. 

II.  That  the  Portuguefe  conqucfts  were  made  partly  over  effeminate  Afiatics,  in  warrin^^ 
with^whom  they  had  great  advantages,  and  no  European  rivals  ;  and  paitly  over  the  miferable 
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1508  favagcs  ot  BrSfil  and  Africa,  utterly  unacquainted  with  fire-artrllcry,  iron,  warlike  weapons, 
and  the  other  European  arts  in  making  war.  Bu!t  when  the  Hollanders  once  got  to  India,  wc 
fhall  fee  how  poorly  thofc  mighty  Portuguefc  conquerors  defcrrded  their  numerous  cdnquefts 
there  and^yyAfrica. 

1509  The  country  and  monarchy  of  Ruffia  was  now  further  aggrandized  and  ftrengthened  by  the 
conqueft  of  the  city  and  territory  of  Pleflcow,  till  then- an  independent  lord^ip,  by  the  great- 

^  Duke,  or  Czar,  Balilius  IV.  l?eho  atfo  conquered  from  the  Poles  the  -ftrong  frontier  town  of 
Sraolenlko.  As  Ruffia  had,  long  before  this  time,  fadlen  under  the  fuhjeft ion  of  the  Crim- 
Tartars,  and  had  been  divided  into  many  petty  principalities,  whofe  Princes  were  tributaries 
to  the  Tartars,  this  Czar,  Bafilius  IV.  by  reducing  and  uniting  many  of  "^lofe  principalities 
under  his  fubjeftion,  and  by  his  other  fucccffsful  wars  againU  the  Tartars,  has  occ^fioncd 
chronologers  to  commence  the  fucceffion  of  future  Czars  of  Ruffia  or  Mufcovy  from  this 
great  Prince,  who  fucceeded  to  John  Baiilides,  in  the  year  1505,  and  died  in  1533. 

This  year  is  alfo  remarkabie*|br  the  death  ♦f  Henry  VIl.  King  of  Engiacrd.  How  different- 
!y  focver  his  conduft  or  charafter  may  be  animadverted  on  by  various  authors,  it  is  enoijgU 
for  our  prefent  purpofe  to  •nfidcr  its  cofffequences  in  a  politico-commercial  view.  Wc.may 
therefore,  with  Mr.  Echard  and  others  before  him,  juftly  remark,  that  fcveral  laws  made  in 
his  reign,  and  by  bis  influence,  were  Ycry  conducive  to  the  advancement  of  agriculture  and 
•commerce;  as  particularly, 

I.  By  an  aft  for  die  encouragement  of  hufbandry,  ^toregnl^  cap.  xix.     Sec  the  year  1489. 

II.  "  By  gradually,"  fays  Echard,  "  putting  ftops  to  the  power  of  the  nobility,  v^ho*had 
•*  lately  raifed  fuch  ftorms  in  the  nation;"  that  is,  particularly  agiinft  himfelf,  leave  was 

*  granted,  as  we  have  feen,  to  all  freeholders,  who  went  with  the  King  in  his  wars,  to  alienate 
their  freeholds  at  pleafurc,  without  fines  for  alienation.  Which  was  a  good  means  to  o^lke 
land  cftates  change  proprietors  tlie  more  eafily  and  frequently,  as  the  commerce  and  wealth  of 
the  nation  gradually  increafed.  See  the  year  1492.  He  wifely  enough  confidered  the  old 
maxim,  4ominium  fequitur  terram^  and  that  King  Jolyi's  Barons  were  often  too  hard  for  him, 
becaufe  moft  of  the  lands  were  poflefled  by  them,tor  by  their  vaflals  ;  and  that  as  he  himfelf 
had  been  raifrd  by  the  nobility,  he  might  poffibly  be  caft  down  by  them.  Which  aft  was  re- 
newed or  confirmed  by  one  of  the  third  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  iv.  1512.  ^ 

-HI.  By  *tr  aft  of  his  nineteenth  year,  cap,  xiv.  direfting  a  penalty  for  all  givers  or  t^ers 
of  any  livery,  or  for  any  perfons  retaining  or  being  retained  with  another,  during  that  King's 
V^  the  nobility  were  deprived  of  their  great  retinues.  This  law  was,  indeed,  but  a  more  ex- 
tcnfive  confirmation  of  the  laws  againft  retainers,  more  properly  to  be  called  retained  than 
retainers,  of  great  men,  made  in  the  reigns  of  King  RUfhard  II.  Henry  IV.  and  Edward  IV. 
of  which  we  deferred  taking  any  notice  till  now ;  for,  by  the  great  nunib^rs  of  men,  as  wcU 
knights  and  efquires  as  yeomen  or  common  men,  who  wore  the  liveries  and  hatrof  the  nobi- 
lity, and  were  at  their  devotion  in  thofe  idle  and  lefs  opulent  times,  they  were,  doubtlefs,  be- 
come formidable  to  the  crown,  and  thereby  was  formed  the  beft  of  the  Englifh  cavalry  in  their 
wars ;  more  efjfeaiiy  in  thofe  between  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lan^i^er :  fo  jealous  a  Prince 
-therefore,  as  Henry  VII.  was,  would  naturally  employ  fuch  mqims  to  break  the  ftrength  of 
the  nobles ;  and  this  Jaw  anfwered  the  end  very  well,  fincc  wc  hear  very  little  of  retainers  and 
liveries  from  this  time.  In  this  onlyTenfe  therefore  may  he  be  faid  to  have  altered  the  balance 
jof  the  nation,  as  fome  authors  phrafe  it,  viz.  in  depreffing  the  nobility,  and  enabling  the 
commons  freely  to  purchaie  their  lands.  But  h  is  an  almoft  univerfal  miftake  of  our  hifto- 
VoL.  IL  C  rians, 
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1509  rians,  in  afcribing  to  him  a  kind  of  total  revival  of  our  woollen  manufafture,  as  if,  according 
to  them,  it  had  been  gradoally  funk  and  neglcftcd  ever  lincc  King  Ed\yard  Third's  time ;  the 
corttrary  whereof  is  apparent,  from  fo  many  afts  of  Parliament^  and  fo  many  treaties  whh 
foreign  Princes  in  the  intermediate  reigns,  in  favour  of  Aat  manufafture,  which  not  only  , 
profpered  at  home,  but  was  conftantly  exported  beyond  fca  in  all  thofe  reigns  ^efore  his  time. 

IV.  Forefeeing  the  bad  confequences  of  the  noble  and  great  provinces  of  Bretagne's  being 
annexed  to^rance,  in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  his  avarice  and  pufillanimity,  he  had  love 
enough  left  for  his  country,  and  for  his  own  credit  in  fucceeding  times,  to  induce  him  now 
and  then,  in  his  parfiamentary  fpecches,  earneftly  to  recommend  matters  of  commerce  to  his 
people.  "  This  good  Prince,"  fays  Hall's  Chronicle,  «*  by  his  high  policy,  marveloufly  cn- 
H'riched  his  realm  and  himfelf,  and  left  his  fubjefts  in  high  wealth  and  profperity,  — as  is  ap- 
**  parent  by  the  great  abundance  of  gold  and  lilver  yearly  brought  into  tlie  realm,  in  plate^ 
**  money,  and  bullion,  by  merchants  paffing  and  repafling,.  to  whom  the  King,  of  his  own 
"  goods,  lent  money  largely,  without  anjiigain  or  prof^  to  the  intent  that  merchandize,  be- 
"  ing  of  all  crafts  tlie  chief  art,  and  to  all  men  both  moft  profitable  and  neccflary,  might  be- 
•*  the  more  plentifuUer  ufed,  haunted,  and  eiaployed  in  hif^realms  and  dominions^'*  Thefe 
lafl  lines  are  but  a  bare  tranflationiof  what  Polydore  Virgil  fays  of  that  King  in  Latin. 

My  Lord  Herbert  and  all  other  hiflorians  agree,  that  this  King  left  a  treafure  of  one  millioa 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  flerling,  in  fpecie,  in  fecret  places  of  his  palace  at  Richmond, 
he  himfelf  alone  keeping  the  keys ;  and  as  an  ounce  of  filver  was,  at  that  time,  coined  into  no 
more  th^n  forty-pence,  20mo  regni^  that  fum  was  equivalent  to  two  millions  feven  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  of  our  money  in  the  real  quantity  of  filver.  ^  This,^  fays  that  noble  Lord» 
**  was,  doubtlefs,  a  greater  fum  than  any  King  of  this  realm  before  had  in  his  cofFers,^and 
"  fuch  as  might  be  thought  cfFeftivcly  quadruple  to  fo  mucfi  in  this  age ;"  that  is,  in  the  time 
of  King  Charles  IL  Which  computation  of  his  lordfhip  is  extremely  moderate,  whence 
have  feen  and  confidered  the  rate  of  living  at  that  time,  when  the  ufual  price  of  wheat  was  but 
five  (hillings  and  eight-pence^  or  eight  fhillings  ami  fix-pence  of  our  money,  per  quarter,,  and 
ale  not  quite  three-pence  per  gallon^ 

Laflly>  it  is  fkid  by  various  authors,  that  there  were  very  few  brick  buildings,  and  fewer 
of  flone,  in  England,  till  this  King's  re^n,  excepting  the  palaces  of  the  prime  nobility  ca- 
thedral, and  parifh  churches^  and  motl  of  the  greater  monafleries ;  the  icfl  were  either  the 
mud  waits  of  the  cottagers,  lefler  farmers,  and  villagers,  or  elfe  the  timber  jtnd  lath  buildings 
in  cities  and  towns  :  to  which  may  be  added,  the  manner  of  building  at  that  time,  eyip  many 
capital  feats  in  the  country,  of  which  fome  very  few  lately  did,  and  ^ay  poiTibJy  hefc  and 
there  flill  remain,  with  ilrong^yaken  pofls,  interlaced  with  bricks  and  mortar,  Vhich  were  of 
fuch  fubflantial  duration,  that,  fire  excepted,  fhey  generally  lafled  feveral  himdred  years. 

In  this  firfl  year  of  King  Henry  Eighth's  reign,  we  have,  in  the  ttJTrteenth  volume  of  the 
Foedera,  p.  258,  a  flill  plainer  account  of  the  now  improved  royal  cambium  regis^  or  office  of 
exchange,  between  England  and  foreign  parts,  in  this  King's  grant  of  that  office  to  Sir 
Thomas  Boleyn,  the  father  of  the  unfortunate  Queen  Anne  Boleyn,  xm  the  terms  following, 
viz.  **  we  grant  %  him  the  cuflody  of  our  exchange  at  Calais,  and  alfo  the  cuflody  of  our 
"  exchange  in  England  towards  foreign  parts  ;  he  to  take  and  receive  of  every  pcrfon  going  to^ 
**  Rome,  or  other  foreign  parts,  cither  for  devotion  or  for  bufinefs,  or  who  fends  his  agents 
^'  or  attornies  thither,  or  who  may  fend  monies  for  payments  to  be  made,  all  fuch  fums  of 
**  money  as  they  are  minded  to  fend ;  and  to  deliver  to  them  fufficient  letters,  or  bills  of  cx- 
•  t  "  change 
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1509  "  change  to  the  faid  parts,  as  is  cuftomary,  making  fuch  agreements  for  the  faid  bills  as  con- 
*'  fcicnce,  and  the  various  circumftances  of  diltance,  and  oth«r  hazards,  require,  and  to  receive 
ji;         "  fuch  fums  out  of  the  faid  cxchangings  as  arc  due  to  us,  he  paying  annually  to  us  tliirty 
"  poun4$  fix  fhillings  and  ^ht-pence,  and  no  more." 

Wc  fisid  frequent  orders  made  by  the  crown  againft  making  exchanges  any  where  but  at  the 
faid  royal  office ;  yet  the  frequency  of  repeating  thefe  orders  fufficiently  fliew  that  they  h^d 
been  continually  evaded,  *  '  « 

Admiral  James  Columbus,  fon  of  the  great  Chriflopher,  now  fettled  and  planted  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica.     In  the  courfe  of  the  next  year,  the  adventurers  fftced  at  N ombre  de  Dios  in 
Darien,  which  was  the  firft  town  where  they  got  permanent  footing  on  the  continent.     In 
1511  they  fettled  on  die  great  ifland  of  Cuba;  and  in  1512  they  landed  on  Florida.     In  iS^3f 
♦    they  crolTed  the  Iftlynus  of  Darien,  near  where  Panama  was  afterwards  built,  and  now  firft 
difcovered  the  great  South  Se^     In  1515,  John  Dias  de  Solis  landed  at  Brafil,  and  laded  his 
two  fliips  with  Brafil  wood  fa|^%)irin.     In  15 16,  the  Spaniards  fettled  at  Panama;  and,  with 
incredible  labour,  carried  thither  over  land,  from  the  Bay  of  Darien,  the  timber,  iron  work, 
M       and  rigging  of  two  brigamines,  whiclrproducedthe  fubfequent  difcovery  of  Peru,  &c.     In 
1517  and  1518,  the  Spaniards  difcovered,  on  the  c<*fts  of  Yucatan  and  Mexico,  many  ftnic- 
tures  built  with  lime  and  ftonc ;  and  it  is  faid  that  TVlontezuma,  or  rather  Motezuma,  King 
of  Mexico,  had  ordered  his  officers  to  treat  the  Spaniards  kindly,  who  already  began  to  trade 
with  them  for  gold,  &c.     All  thefe  matters,  for  the  fpace  of  about  ten  years,  wc  have  curfo- 
rily  thrown  together,  as  not  being  very  material  to  be  enlarged  on  ;  for  as,  in  the  various  at- 
tempts of  the  Spaniards  to  make  new  fettlements,  they  met  with  frequent  loflcs  from  the  native 
Indians,  whom  they  often  treated  cruelly,  as  alfo  from  ftorras,  and  the  change  of  climates, 
^    fo,  ijpon  the  whole,  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that,  until  the  year  151 9,  when  they  conquered  the 
empire  or  kingdom  of  Mexico,  and  thereby  gained  an  immenfe  fund  of  treafure,  all  their  ex- 
peditions and -fettlements,  were  rathe*  honourable  and  prortliling  in  future,  than  immediately 
profitable  to  Spain. 
It  is  well  worthy  of  remark,  how  much  England  has  improved  in  gardening,  fruits,  roots, 
,   and  pot  herbs  within  the  two  lift? centuries.     In  the  former  part  o^  King  Henry  Eighth's 
reign,  it  feems  there  were  no  forts  of  what  wH  iffually  call  falads  to  be  found  in  England,  nor 
any  carrots,  cabbages,  turnips,  or  other  fuch  efculent  roots;  that  part  of  our  food  being  then 
fcnt  us  fr<ifei  Holland  and  Flanders :  this  circumftance  we  find  aflcrted  in  fevfcral  authors,  how 
much  foever  fome  moderns  may  be  furprized  at  ft.     And,  according  to  the  Author  of  a  labour- 
ed fcbcinc,  printed  at  London  in  1723,  in  8vo.  for  relief  of  the  poor,  and  for  paying  old  debts 
without  new^taxes,  **  even  Queen  Catherine  herfelf  oould  not,  at  this  time,  have  a  falad  for 
"  dinner,  unti^^the  King  fent  over  to  the  Netherlands  for  a  gardener,  to  cultivate  thofe  herbs 
"  and  roots  here,  where  we  arc  now  better  fupplied  therewith  than  perhaps  any  other  part  of 
"  Europe." 
'  1510      In  this  year  we  find,  by  Meurfius's  Hiftoria  Danica,  lib.  2.  pars  lU.  that  the  Baltic  Sea  was 
much  frequented  by  fliips  from  France,  England,  and  Scotland;  for  King  John  of  Denmark's 
dominions  being,  at  this  time,  invaded  by  a  fquadron  of  fliips  from  Lubeck,  who  burned 
fcveral  towns  on  his  coafts,  he,  in  his  urgent  neceffity,  in  order  to  get  ready  the  beft  fleet  he 
could,  prefled  all  the  fliips  of  thefe  three  nations  into  his  fervice.     But  the  Swedes  joining  the 
Lubeckers,  and  King  John  thereby  finding  himfelf  ftill  inferior  at  fea  to  the  Hanfeatics,  pur- 
chafed  fliips  of  England,  France  and  Scotland,  his^  allies,  at  a  great  expence.    So  that,  in  the 
.  ^  C  a  year 
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1510  year  foHowHig,  his  fldfet  became  fuperior  to  thofc  of  the  Lubcckcrs  and  Swedes ;  and  now  it 
ranges  over  the  Baltic*  tai^s  all  the  Hanfeatic  fhips  it  could  meet  with,  burns  the  fuburbs  o£ 
of  Travemund,  the  port  of  Lubeck,  and  would  have  deftroyed  all  the  (hips  there,  had  not  the 
Lubeckej»,  in  good  time,  drawn  them  further  up  into  flMbwn.  The  Danifti  fleet  next  in-  ^■ 
vaded  the  haven  of  Wifmar,^  burned  its  fuburbs,  and  carried  off  fourteen  of  tj^cir  fhips ;  after 
this  itdeftroys  Warnemund*  and  burns  many  villages  belonging*  tso  Roftock  atjd  Straelfund, 
&<t  So  great  was  the  cha^ij^  for  the  worfe  in  the  fpace  of  one  year,,  with  the  Hans-towns,  by 
this  great  diligence  of  the  Danifh  King.  The  Hollanders  alfb  are,  by  other  accounts,  faid 
to  have  fent  fhips  r5#the  afliftance  of  the  King  of  Denmark  againft  thfe  Lubeckert»  who  had 
taken  eight  of  their  fhips  ;  and,  in  this  war,  the  province  of  Holland  loft  fifty  of  theic  fhips, 
according  to  Penfionary  De  Witt's  Interefl  of  Holland.  ,  4* 

So  great  a  plenty  or  cheapnefs  bf  provifions  was  there  in  this  year  1510^  in  the  province^r 
Hies  of  Zealand,  according  to  Meteranus,  in  liis  Hifloria  Belgica,  lib.  i.  p.  8,  puWifhcd  in  the 
year  1597,  '*  That  the  eighth  part  of  a  meafure  of  wh^Wa  fatgpofc,  a  pound  of  butter,  and 
**  a  pot  of  Poiftou  wine,  were  altogether  fold  for  fix  flivers."  An  inflance  of  plenty  of  provi- 
fions, or,  if  the  reader  fhould  prefer  the  idea,  of  tlie  fcarcity  of  money,  hardly  to  be  paralleled 
in  hiflory  at  fo  late  a  period.         ^^  ^ 

My  Lord  Herbert,  in  his  life  of  ffing  Henry  VHI.  relates,  that  the  famous  Scotifh  Captain^ 
Andrew  Barton,  appeared  in  the  Englifh  feas ;  who,  in  revenge  of  his  father's  death,  who  had 
traded  to  Portugal,  and  othei*  injuries  done  to  him  by  the  Portuguefe,  had  obtained  letters  of 
reprifal  from  his  fovercign,  King  James  IV.  upon  conxUtion,  fays  this  noble  author,  that  he 
ibould  not  commit  any  piracy.  Neverthelefs,  Barton  fcized  on  fcveral  Englifh  barks,  on 
pretence  of  carrying  Portuguefe  merchandize ;  Scotland,  fays  Bifhop  Goodwin  in  his  Annals^ 
being  then  at  war  with.  Portugal.  Whereupon  King  Henry  ♦HI.  fent  out  the  L^d  Admiral 
Howard  againft  Bartoa  in  two  large  fhips,  who  attacked  him  in  his  two  fmaHef  ones  r^]|k 
Barton  maintained  a  mofb cruel  arul  obftinate  eng^ement  with  the  Admiral,  and  was  fo  dan- 
geroufly  wounded  that  he  died  on  the  fpot,  encoudjging  his  men  with  his  whifUe  to  continue 
tiie  fight,  till  he  dropped  dawn  dead.  King  James  IV.  was  very  much  difpleafed  at  this  cap- 
ture, alleging  thaft  Barton  was  no  pirate,  but  his  ;jv^  Admiral ;  though  for  the  prefent  he 
,  ^       thought  proper  to  fhiothcr  his  rc^ivtme»t^ 

We  have,  in  the  thirteenth  volume,  p.  270,  of  the  Foedera,  a  ne#  treaty  of  peace  and 
friendfhip  concluded  between  King.  Henry  VUI.  and  Louis  XII.  of  France,  j*  All  that  relates 
to  commerce*therein  is,  ^ 

**  L  Th^t  all  impofts  or  tolls  laid  on  merchants  or  others,  in  either  country,  within  the 
*•  laft  forty-fcvcn  years,  fhould  be  utterly  abolifhed.  m 

•*  II.  'jij^hat  all  merchants,,  even  Venetians,  Florentines,  and  Genoefe,  may  freely  navigate 
'*  the  feas,  armed  or  unarmed,  cither  with  their  own  fhips,  carracks,  and  gallies,  or  with  thofc 
*•  of  other  nations  ;  and  that  the  Venetians  may  freely  and  fafcly  refort  to  England,  and  de- 
"  part  thence  at  pleafure,  during,  the  term  of  this  treaty,  which  was  for  both  Kings' joint 
**  lives,  and  one  year  after  him  who  fhall  firft  deceafe :  alfo  tlie  Florentines  and  Genoefe 
*«  might  iiereby  freely  refort  either  to  France  or  England.  Provided  the  faid  Venetians  do  no 
**  injury  to  the  fubjefts  of  either  King,  in  their  going  or  returning. 

"  III.  That  no  letters  of  marque  or  reprifal  be  iffued  from  either  country,  but  folely 
"  againft  the  principals  thcmfelves  and  their  eflSedts,  and  this  not  till  juftice  has  been  mani* 
"  feftly  denied.'' 

0   /i/V. 
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1510  IblJ.  p.  290,  wc  have  the  form  of  King  Henry  Eighth's  naturalization  or  denization  of  the 
famous  Polydorc  Virgil,  a  foreigner;  which,  beingfxa6lly  the Yamc  with  one  already  exhi- 
bited under  the  year  1437,  does  not  demand  a  particular  repetition. 

About  thisjtime  flourifhel?the  famous  and  eminent  philofopher  and  aftronomer,  Nicholas 
Copernicus,  of  Thorn  in  Polifh  Pruffia,  who  travelled  as  far^as  Rome  and  other  parts  of 
Europe  for  the  fakC  df  converfing  with  the  moft  famous  men  of  the  age,  ii\  relation  to  the 
true  kno<HMge  of  the  appearances,  pofitions,  and  motions'* of  the  planets,  fixed  flars,  &c.  fo 
ufeful  to  navigators  and  cofmographci^;  and,  in  confequence  of  fuch  enquiries,  he  intro- 
daceil.fuch  a,new  and  cxcllIenyyAcm  of  aftronomy,  as,  with  the  various  improvements  fince 
made  in  it,  remains  univerfally  adopted  by  all  civilized  nations  to  this  day.    He  was  born  in 

the  year  1473.  *.      r       . 

i  j|i  Whilfi  the  Lubeck  fleet,  fays  Meurfius's  Hiftoria  Efemca,  is  flying  from  the  fuperiority  of  the 
Danifli  one,  in  this  year  151 1,  a  fleet  of  Holland  (hips,  homeward  bound  from  Livonia,  con- 
fiding of  no  iefs  than  twt>"hum^d  and  fifty  merchantmen,  and  four  Ihips  of  war,  appeared  in 
fight  of  the  Lubeckers ;  who,  it  Icems,  thought  this  a  fahr  opportunity  to  be  revenged  of  the 
Hollanders  for  invading  the  commerce  of  the  caftern  fea,  which  the  Vandalic  towns  ftill  vain- 
ly imagined  they  ought  entirely  to  engrofs  to  thcmfolvts,  as  they  had,  indeed,  done  for  fome 
centuries  paft ;  for  the  old  controverfies  between  them  and  the  Hollanders,  concerning  the 
rights  of  commerce  in  thofe  fcas,  ftill  fubfiftcd.  So  vaft  a  prize,  therefore,  allured  thofc  mo- 
nopolizers of  CQpnmerce  to  fall  on  the  Dutch  fleet,  many  of  which  they  took,  and  others  they 
burned;  the  reft  fled  to  Bornholm,  where  the  viAorious  Damfh  fleet  then  lay ;  and  the  Hol- 
bnders  imploring  their  afliftance  for  revenging  the  injury  juft  commuted  by  the  Lubeckers, 
the  Danes  fcadily  complied,  and  purfued  the  Lubeckers,  who,  to  avoid  falling  into  their 
bands^  were  forced  to  let  go  fome  oT  the  Ihips  they  had  token  from  the  Hollanders,  and  were 
*  fflad  to  cfcape  into  their  own  port  of  1  ravcmund,  with  a  few  o&tke  Dutch  prizes  ;  the  reft, 
which  the  Danes  had  recoveied  from  thi  Lubeckers,  they  reftored  to*the  Hollanders,  who, 
notwithftanding,  loft  a  confiderable  Jtort  of  this  large  fleet.  This  event  evidently  proves  at 
how  «a4y  a  period  the  Hollanders  had  acquire^  a  confiderable  (hare  in  the  commerce  of  the  4 
Baltic  Sea,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  how  infolent  it  was  in  thofe  Vamlalic  Hane-towns,  who 
were  alfo  under  t^e  proteftion  of  the  Germafi  emp||qyto  attoekihe  fubjefts  of  the  Emperor 
Maximilian  in  fUehan  outrageous  manner;  we  cannot,  therefore  be  fyrprifed  that  their  down- 
fall was  n^  approaching,  for  the  Danes,  at  this  time,  rode  triumphant  through  the  Baltic, 
feizing  on  the  Vandalic  (hips  in  every  part  of  it. 

'SingHenryVUL  having  it  much  in  his  thoughts  to  revive  the  claims  of  the  preceding 
Xings  of  England,  on  the  kingdom  of  France,  it  will,  wc  apprehend,  be  of  no  little  utility 
for  an  Englifh  reader,  to  learn  how  early  fome  dear-fighted  perfons  at  Co^rt^aw  the  ill  ten- 
dcncy  of  the  pernicious  Ichemes  of  our  making  conqucfts  on  the  continent.  The  following 
obfervation?  are  the  fubttancc  of  Lord  Herbert's  opinions  on  the  fubjeft,  viz.  ««  If,  when  all 
*«  Guienne,  Anjou,  Touraine,  and,  (for  a  long  time)  Normandy  was  ours,  and  when  the 
«  Duke  of  Bretagnc  was  our  friend,  and  the  Houfc  of  Burgundy  an  afliired  ally  and  confede- 
"  rate,  we  yet  could  not  advance  our  dcfigns  in  France,  what  hope  is  there  now  to  attain 
•«  them  ?— Let  it  be  even  granted,  that  as  many  battles  as  wc  have  fought  againft  the  French 
♦«  were  almoft  fo  many  viftories,  what  was  this  kingdom  the  better  for  them?— Had  wc  ever 
♦♦  a  more  glorious  dme  than  that  of  King  Edward  HL  and  was  yet  the  country  then  ever 
*<  more  poor  or  weary  of  the  wars?— You  will,  in  our  records  and  hiftories,  find,  that  the 
^  kingdom 
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1511  kingdom  was  then  much  exhaufled  of  its  trcafure,"  he  might  have  added  alfo  of  its  men, 
**  and  fhall  we  truft  now  to  bett^  days  ? — What  though,  with  our  twelve  thoufand  or  fifteen 
"  thoufand  men,  we  have  often  defeated  their  armies  of  fifty  thoufand  or  fixty  thoufand,  ftands 
"  it  with  reafon  of  war  to  expeft  the  like  fuccefs  flill?  efpecially  fincethe  ufe  of  arms  is 
**  changed,  and  for  the  bow,  proper  for  men  of  our  ftrength,  the  caliver,  or  hand  gun,  bc- 
**  gins  to  be  generally  received ;  which,  befides  that  it  is  a  mol-c  coftly  weapon,  requireth  a 
**  long  praftice,  and  may  be  managed  by  the  weaker  fort.  Let  us,  therefore";  in  God's  name, 
"  leave  off  our  attempts  againft  the  Terra  Firma,  as  the  natural  fituation  of  ifla$ids  fecm  not  to 
"  fuit  with  conquefts  of  tliat  kind.  Or,  when  we  wouij^  enlarge  ourfelves,  let  itte  that  way* 
"  we  can^  and  to  which,  it  feems,  the  eternal  Providence  has  deftined  us,  which  is  by  fea, 
**  The  Indieg  are  difcovei:e4,  and  vaft  treafure  brought  from  thence  every  day ;  let  us  thet^ 
"  fore  bend  our  endeavours  thitherwards,  and  if  the  Spaniards  or  Portuguefe  fufFer  us  no%lo 
"  join  with  them,  there  will  be  yet  region  enough  for  all  to  enjoy,"  &c. 

The  great  and  fine  ifland  of  Cuba,  in  the  Weft  Indies,''Was  not  entirely  fubdued  by  the 
Spaniards  till  tliis  year,  when,  it  is  faid,  they  had,  by  various  cruelties  and  tortures,  totally 
deftroyed  the  numerous  natives.  And  as  it  never  could  be  re-peopled  in  any  rcafonable  de- 
gree by  Spain,  being  fix  hundred  and  fixty  miles  in  Icngtli,  it  ftill  remains,  in  a  great  degree, 
a  defart  to  this  day,  unlefs  it  be  in  and  near  the  few  towns  they  have  in  it,  which  likewife  are 
but  poorly  inhabited,  excepting  the  famous  town  and  port  of  Havanna,  which  may  poflibly 
contain  near  five  thoufand  Spaniards,  cxclufivc  of  negroes,  being  aboutiialf  the  white  inhabi- 
tants of  this  great  ifland;  Co  that  it  would  probably  be  totally  deferted  by  Spain,  were  it  not 
for  its  fituation,  and  more  efpecially  for  its  very  important  haven  of  the  Havanna,  at  the  north 
^  weft  corner  of  it,  that  commands  the  entrance  into  the  gulph  of  Florida,  through  which  their 
treafure  fleets  muft  neceflarily  fail  home  to  Spain.  And  as  the  Havanna  has  always  been,  and 
muft  ever  be,  the  general  rendezvous  of  their  fleets  homeward  bound,  both  from  New  Spain 
and  Terra  Firma,  that  is  from  Vera  Cniz,  Carthagena,  a*id  Porto  Bello,  it  is  juftly  called 
the  key  of  tlie  Spanifh  Weft  Indies.  This  noble  ifland  produces  tobacco  that  is  mucfi  efteem- 
4  cd,  excellent  fugar,  (though  in  no  great  quantity,  for  want  of  hands)  ginger,  Iqpg  pepper,  and 

many  ufeful  drugs,  copper  mines,  excellent  fruits  and  vines,  timber  of  various  kinds,  vaft 
multitudes  of  black  cdttle,  brought  originally  from  Spain  ;  but  there  npt  being  people  fafficient 
to  cat  them,  the  Spaniards  employ  their  negroes  to  kill  them,  as  they  alfo  do  m  Paraguay,  &c. 
purely  for  their  hides,  which  they  fend  over  to  Spain  in  great  quantities  ! 

We  find,  by  the  moft  laborious  and  judicious  Hakluyt,  in  his  fecond  volume^  that  there 
was  fome  commerce  from  England,  and  in  Englifli  (hips,  down  the  Mediterranein  Sea,  as 
far  as  Chios,  in  the  Levant,  even  as  early  as  this  year,  but  chiefly  from  London,  Briftol,  and 
Southammon. 

In  the  thirteenth  volume,  p.  311,  &cu  of  the  Fcedera,  we  read,  in  the  league  entered  into 
between  King  Henry  VIII.  of  England  and  King  Ferdinand  the  Catholic  of  Spain,  againft 
France,  &c.  that  thofe  two  Kings  ftipulate  to  have  a  maritime  force  fufficient  for  proteSing 
the  maritime  commerce  of  both  nations,  viz.  each  King  three  thoufand  men,  armed  and  e- 
quipped  for  naval  war  : — King  Ferdinand  was  to  fend  his  quota  of  forty  fliips,  fome  of  which 
were  to  be  of  three  hundred  tons  burthen,  and  the  reft  of  fmaller^  dimenfions  down  to  one 
hundred  tons,  to  rendezvous  at  Southampton,  where  Henry*s  forces  were  to  embark,  though 
his  quota  be  not  therein  fpecified.  Ferdinand's  pretence  for  drawing  young  King  Henry^  hi« 
fbn  in  law,  into  at  war  for  fupport  of  the  Pope's  dominions  againft  Charles  XI I.  of  France, 

{who. 
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151 1  (who,  being  poflefled  of  Milan,  had  alfo  taken  Bologna,  &c.)  was  the  conquering  of  Guiennc 

for  Henry,  which  had  been  the  ancient  inheritance  oPthe  crown  of  England  ;  but  all  Ferdi- 
nand's views  were  folely  for  himfelf,  viz.  the  conqueft  of  the  neighbouring  kingdom  of  Na- 
varre by  the  Ivlp  of  the  Englifh  troops. 

1512  The  next  year,  {ihid.  p.  326)  w%  have  an  indenture,  in  Englifli,  between  Kitig  Henry  VIH. 
and  his.  Admiral,  SirEtlward  Howard,  much  more  particular,  and  which  affords  us  great  light 

-   into  the  manner  of  fitting  out  fleets  for  war  in  thofe  times,  viz. 

,  *•  I.  Befide  the  three  thoufand  men,"  as  in  the  preceding  year  above  related,  "  armed  for 

**  feawar,  there  were  to  be  feven  hundred  foldiers,  mariners,  and  gunners,  in  King  Henry's 

"  (hi[^  named  the  Regent.     The  above  tliree  thoufand  men  confifted  of  the  eighteen  captains 

*      «*  of  Ihe  EhgUfti  Ihips,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fifty  foldiers,  and  one  thoufand  two 

'     "  hundred  and  thirty-two  mariners  and  gunners. 

"  n.  The  Admiral  to  have,  for  the  maintenance  of  himfelf  in  diet,  and  for  wages  and  rc- 
"  ward,  ten  (hillings  daily  pay  during  the  voyage ;  and  each  captain  one  fhilling  and  fix  pence 
<*  per  day,"  or  two  fliillings  and  feven  pence  of  our  modern  money. 

"  III.  The  foldiers,  mariners,  and  gunners  to  Ijave,  per  month  of  twenty-eight  days,  five 
•*  (hillings  wages,  and  five  (hillings  more  for  viftuals. 

*'  IV.  The  Admiral  undertakes  to  manage  this  armament  for  the  befbiie-named  and  follow* 
''  ing  allowances,  he  receiving  three  months  expence  always  before  hand.  Item,  for  the  coat 
**  of  every  cap^in  and  foldier,  four  (hillings  ;  and  of  every  mariner  and  gunner,  one  (hilling 
**  and  eight  pence.        ■  '  u  *•' 

"  V.  For  the  dead  (hares  of  the  faid  eighteen  Engli(h  (hips,  the  Admiral  was  to  have  as  fol- 
•*  lovi^,  viz. 

"  For  the  Regent,  being  of      1000    tons  burden,  four  pilots,  &c.    50    dead  (hares. 
* "  For  the  Mary  Rofe  50a  344  * 

•*  For  the  Peter  Pomgraiiate        400  28 

^*  For  John  Hopton*s  (hip  400^ 

^*  For  the  Nicholas  Reede  400  >  Dead  Shares  needlefs  to  be  named,  r  « 

"  For  the  Mary-George  3P0J 

"  The  reft  of  theeighteen  (hips  were,  one  of  two  Imndredand  forty  tons,  one  of  two  hun- 
"  dred  tons,  three  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  tons  each,  one  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  tons, 
**  two  of  one  hundred  and  forty  tons  each,  three  of  one  htmdred  and  twenty  ton^  each,  one 
*•  of  one  hundred  tons,  and  one  of  feventy  tons.  Moreover,  for  re-viftualling  and  wa- 
"  tering  the  faid  eighteen  (hips,  (tfiey  are  here  nineteen)  the  Admiral  was  allowed  two  cray- 
"  crs,  viz.  one  of  fix  ty-five  tons,  and  the  other  of  fifty-five;  in?  the  former  twelve  mariners 
"  and  a  boy,,  in  the  latter,  ten  and  a  boy,  befide  their  commanders  :  eaclv.  of  the  mafters 
and  mariners  to  have  ten  (hillings  per  month  (as  before)  for  wages  and  visuals. 

**  VI.  All  the  foldiers  and  failors  to  have  fix  pence  per  day  for  conduft-money,  allowing  a 
"  day's  journey  to  be  twelve  sriles  only. 

**  And  forafrauch  as  our  Sovereign  Lord,  at  his  coft  and  charges,  viQualleth  the  faid  army 
^  "  ahd  navy,  the  faid  Admiral  (hall  therefore  referve  for  the  King  the  one  half  of  all  gains  and 
"  winnings  of  the  war,  which  he  and  the  fleet,  or  any  of  them,  (hall  fortune  to  obtain  in  the 
**  voyage,  eith^on  land  or  watej:  and  alfo  all  prifoners,  being  chieftains,  and  one  (hip  royal 
**  of  two  hundred  tons  or  upwards,  with  the  ordinance  and  apparel  of  every  prize  to  be  taken 
*'  by  tlicm."  '^      . 

^  This 
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151 2      rj*  This  Englifli  fleet  was,  by  agreement,  to  guard  the  feas  from  the  Channel  to  th« 

Strcights  Mouth  of  Gibraltar ;  and  King-Ferdinand's  fleet  was  to  perform  the  fame  duty  in 

"the  Mediterranean.     It  was  about  this  time  that  fhips  firft  began  to  be  reckoned  by  guns  and 

tonnage  jointly ;  gunners  being  now,  for  the  firft  time,  mentioned  in  the  Foedera. 

In  this  fame  year,  King  James  IV.  of  Scotland,  equipped  a  fleet,  (fays  Rapin  de  Thoyras) 
**  which  he  intended  to  fend  into  France,  under  colour  of  prefenting  it  to  Queen  Anne, 
**  wife  of  Louis  XII.  But  this  fleet,  in  which  was  the  largcft  (hip  that  had  yet  been  fcen  on 
"  the  fea,  was  loft  or  difabled  by  a  ftorm,  and  the  Admiral's  ill  condudV  King^J|imes*s 
real  intent  w^s  to  aid  the  French  King,  againft  his  brother*  in -law,  King  Henry  VIII.  of* 
England.  ^v 

Whoever  will  attentively  confider  the  gradual  increafe  of  the  trade,  manufafturcs,  ^nd  peo- 
ple of  England,  muft,  at  the  fame  time,  acknowledge,  that  in  fomc  of  our  afts  of  Parlia- 
ment of  old,  the  true  condition  and  increafe  thereof  was  far  from  being  fairly  or  juftly  ftated ; 
being  often  egregioufly  mifreprefented  either  in  the  preamble,  or  in  the  main  bodies  of  fuch 
ftatutes  ;  fomeiimes  probably  to  anfwer  tlie  temporary  and  (inifter  purpofes  of  men  in  power, 
and  perhaps  Ibmctimes  only  from  m^e  inadvertency  and  ignorance  of  the  true  ftate  of  the  then 
prefent  moment  compared  with  former  times  ;  proceeding  alfo  from  a  humour, ''atways  more 
or  lefs  prcvaleat*,  of  unreafonably  depreciating  the  prefent,  and  exalting  former  periods.  Of 
this  we  have  furely  a  pregnant  inftance  in  a  ftatute  of  the  third  year  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
cap.  viii.  intitled.  Of  the  Aflizing  of  the  Price  of  Viftuals  when  a  Vidtualler  is  Chief  Officer, 
— tliat  is,  in  a  corporation.  m 

Whereas,  by  a  ftatute,  Sp.  vi.  of  the  twelfth  year  of  King  Edward  II.  in  the  year  1319, 
entitled.  No  Officer  of  a  City  or  Borough  Ihall  fell  Wine  or  Viftuals  during  liis  Office,  it 
was  enafted,  **  That  no  ofliccr,  who,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  was  bound  to  keep  the  aflizcs  of  - 
^*  wines  and  victuals,  fhall,  during  his  ofice,  fell  wines  or  visuals,  either  by  wholdale  or 
'*  retail." 

"  Now,"  lays  the  firft  named  aft,  "  fithen  the  making  of  which  ftatute,  many,*and  the 
**  moft  part,  of  all  the  cities,  burghs,  and  towns  corporate,  within  this  realm  of  England, 
'*  be  fallen  in  ruin  and  decay,  and  not  inhabited  with  merchants  and  men  of  fuch  fubftance  as 
**  were  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  forefaid  ftatute ; — for,  at  this  day,  the  dwellers  and 
•*  inhabitants  of  the  fame  cities  and  burghs  be  moftly  bakers,  brewers,  vintners,  fifhmongers, 
"  and  other  viAualters  ;  .and  few  or -no  other  perfonsof  fubftance  be  within  many  of  the  faid 
•'  cities  and  burghs. at  this  day,  able  to  bear  office  within  the  fame,  and  to  content,  anfwer, 
**  and  pay  unta  the  King!s.  grace  his  fee-farm,  wherewith  they,  (i.e.  the  ckies  and  burghs) 
••  be  chargcd.'*^ — How  abfijrd  are  thefe  words  ;  for,  if  the  bulk  of  a  city  fhould  confift  of  fuch 
trades,  it  is  ftrange.  indeed,  ta  reprcfent  the  reft  as  perfons  unable  to  fupport  them  ! — "  It  wa» 
*'  now  cnaAed,  for-ihe  cafe,  comfort,  and  relief  of  the  forefaid  poor  cities,  burghs,  and  towns- 
**  corporate,r-that>whenfoevcr,  and  as  often  as  any  viftualler  is  chofen  to  bear  any  office, 
**  wbiQh  fhould  l^ave  the  affixing  and  correftion  for  the  felling  of  viftuals,  that  then  two  dif- 
•*  erect  and  honcft  perfons  x)f  the  fame  city  or  burgh,  riot  being  viSuallers,  fhall  be  chofen 
**  by  the  commonalty  of  the  fame  oity  or  burgh,  which  two  perfons,  jointly,  with  the  faid 
**  officer,  fhall  be  fworn  to  fet  the  affizes  or  ppices  of  viduals  during  the  faid  viftualjcr's  office. 
'*  -^And  then  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  faid  viftuallcr  jn  office  to  fell  ^tnes  and  victuals  by 
'*  wholefale  and  reuiL" 

''  —  Pro- 
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1^12      <*  Provided  that  this  aft  Ihall  not  extend  to  difchargc  any  minifter,    (afoTcfaid)   of 

*•  the  cities  of  London,  York,  and  Coventry,  for  any  wine  or  viftuals  to  be  fold  by  retail 
♦*  within  the  faid  cities." 

Now,  will  any  one  ferioufly  believe,  that,  two  hundred  years  further  backward,  and  prior 
to  the  reign  of  King  Edward  III.  who  firft  gave.the  great  and  raoft  advantageous  turn  to  the 
Englifh  commerce  and  manufaftures,  the  cities  and  towns  of  England  were  richer,  or  indeed 
near  fo  rich,  as  at  tliis  tihie,  when  the  exports  of  the  native  produft  and  manufaftures  of  Eng- 
land were  greatly  increafed,  an  infallible  mark  of  increafmg  riches,  and  that  the  moft  part  of 
the  cities  and  towns  of  England  were  fallen  into  rtiin  and  decay,  fince  the  twelfth  year  of 
King  Edward  II  ?  Certainly  quite  otherwife.  It  is  rather  to  be  fuppofed,  that  feme  other 
latent  reafon  produced  this  law ;  but  whether  it  was  intended  for  the  eafe  of  the  other  more 
wealthy  inhabitants  of  the  faid  cities  and  burghs,  to  bring  back  the  magiftracy  to  the  viftual- 
lers,  and  perhaps  alfo  for  fomc  other  political  purpofe,  or  for  what  other  reafon,  we  fliall  not 
abfolutely  determine,  any  more  than  why  York  and  Coventry,  and  not  Briftol,  Norwich, 
&c.  though  fuperior  to  them,  are,  with  London,  the  only  places  excepted  out  of  this  aft. 

And  we  have  fufficient  demonilration  of  the  truth  of  what  we  have  advanced  by  another 
ftatute,  cap.  vii.  For  reftraining  the  Exportation  of  Woollen  Cloths  before  they  be  fully  ma- 
nufaftured, — wherein  we  find  that  the  cloths  called  vefles,  rayes,  failing  cloths,  &c  which, 
in  King  Edward  the  Fourth's  time,  fold  for  forty  Ihillings,  were  now  fold  for  four  marks, 
and  two  years  after  were  fold  at  five  marks,  and  that  tlie  prices  of  wool  and  workmanfhip  were 
confiderably  advanced  in  about  fifty  years  ;  which  circumftance  was  folely  occafioned  by  tlie  in- 
creafe  of  commerce  and  people. 

In  this  fame  year,  according  to  my  Lord  Herbert,  King  Henry  VIII.  built  the  largeft  fhip 
ever  known  in  England  before.  It  was  built  at  Woolwich,  which  place  is  faid  to  have  had 
theiirft  or  oldeft  royal  dock  of  anyplace  in  England.  This  is  the  ftiip  called  the  Regent,  of 
one  thoufand  tons,  already  mentioned  to  be  this  year  fitting  out  againft  France.  The  Scotilh 
writers,  neverthelefs,  affirm,  that  their  King  James  the  Fourth's  great  fhip,  already  mention- 
ed in  this  fame  year,  and  which  had  been  built  fix  years  before,  was  fo  large  and  well  con- 
llrufted,  that  both  the  Englifh  and  French  copied  after  it. 

An  expired  ftatute  of  the  third  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  i.  merits  a  due  remark.  Its  title 
is.  Every  Perfon  that  fhall  carry  over  the  Sea  any  Money,  Plate,  Jewels,  &c.  fhall  forfeit 
the  double  Value.  Plate  and  jewels  are,  in  our  age,  deemed  as  much  a  commodity 
as  any  other  merchandize,  and  fo  is  foreign  coin  and  bullion.  And,  in  faft,  the  on- 
ly folid  reafon  for  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  our  own  coin,  is  when  (like  our  crown 
pieces  at  prefent)  it  happens  to  be  too  weighty  ;  for  it  would  be  imprafticable  to  be  continu- 
ally altering  our  coins,  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  current  prices  of  gold  and  filver  on  the 
continent.  Moreover,  notwithftanding  this  prohibition,  we  know  that  our  crown  pieces  are 
melted  down  and  carried  beyond  fca,  fo  that  very  few  are  to  be  feen  current ;  which  fhews 
that  it  is  the  intrinfic  value  alone  of  our  coins  which  is  at  all  times  regarded,  and  not  their  no« 
minal  value. 

From  this  year  we  may  properly  date  the  commencement  of  what  may  be  called  an  Englifh 
navy-royal,  that  is,  a  number  of  flout  fhips  for  war,  aftually  belonging  to,  and  permanently 
eftablifhed  by  the  Englifh  crown  for  national  defence  ;  King  Henry  VIII.  being  the  firft  Eng- 
lifh King  who  effeftually  purfued  this  plan,  and  for  tliat  end  firft  formed  a  royal  navy  office, 
with  commiffioners,  &c.  nearly  as  at  prefent.  He  muft,  indeed,  be  allowed,  amidft  all  his 
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1512  wild  diflipations,  to  have  employed  great  fiims  of  money  on  his  marine  affairs,  as  well  for  the 

coullruftion  of  fhips  of  war,  as  of  docks,  yards,  wharfs,  ftorehoufes,  &c.  Before  his  time, 
there  was  no  permanent  navy-royal ;  but,  on  ordinary  occafions,  the  Cinque  Ports,  as  we  have 
already  fully  explained,  fupplied  thecro^vn  with  a  determined  number  of  fuch  forry  fhips  as 
they  had  in  thofe  old  times  :  and  on  great  emergencies  we  have  alfo  fcen,  that  all  the  maritime 
towns  of  the  kingdom  were  bound,  on  reafonable  notice,  to  fend  their  quota  of  fhips  and 
mariners  for  a  determined  time,  commanded  either  by  the  King  or  his  Admiral ; — fuch  as  was 
the  fleet  of  King  Edward  III.  at  the  fiege  of  Calais,  in  the  year  1347,  and  other  capital  expe- 
ditions. 

Moreover,  Bifliop  Gibfon,  in  his  Additions  to  Camden's  Britannia,  obfcrves,  that  King 
Henry  VIII.  in  this  fourth  year  of  his  reign,  for  the  advancement  and  benefit  of  navigation 
and  commerce,  erefted  a  corporation  for  the  bufinefs  of  examining,  licenfing,  and  regulating 
pilots,  for  the  ordering  and  direfting  of  beacons,  lighthoufes,  buoys,  &c.  which  is  fliled. 
The  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  Houfe  of  Deptford  Strond,  and  has  proved  of  great  benefit  for 
accomplifhing  the  valuable  ends  of  its  founder.  Another  fociety,  for  the  fame  good  purpofes, 
he  afterwards  erefted  at  Hull,  by  the  name  of  the  Trinity  Houfc  at  Hull ;  and  alfo  another  at 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  in  the  year  1537, — *'  Which  three  eflablifhments,"  fays  Hakluyt, 
**  were  in  imitation  of  that  which  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  had  erefted  at  Seville  in  Spain  ; 
**  who,  obferving  the  many  fhipwrecks  in  the  voyages  to  and  from  the  Wefl,  Indies,  occafi- 
"  oncd  by  the  ignorance  of  feamen,  eflablifhed,  at  the  Contraftation  Houfe,  lectures  on  na- 
"  vigation,  and  a  pilot-major  for  the  examination  of  other  pilots  and  mariners  : — he  alfo  di- 
"  refted  books  to  be  publiflied  on  that  fubjeft  for  the  ufe  ;of  his  mariners.'*  The  King,  by 
this  charter,  confirmed  to  the  Deptford  Trinity  Houfe  Society,  all  the  ancient  rights,  privi- 
leges, &c.  of  the  fhipmen  and  mariners  of  England,  and  their  feveral  poffeflions  at  Deptford; 
though  the  time  of  its  particular  commencement  is  not  difcoverable  at  prefent.  This  corpo- 
ration, whofe  powers,  &c.  have  been  fince  confirmed  and  augmented  by  fucceeding  kings, 
have  alfo  the  power  of  appointing  pilots  for  the  King's  fhips,  and  for  examining  and  fixing 
their  wages,  and  for  certifying  their  qualifications,  and  thofe  of  the  maflers  of  fhips  of  war; 
alfo  for  clearing  and  deepening  the  Thames  by  ballafl  hoys,  with  which  ballafl  they  fupply  the 
fliipping.  They  have  alfo  the  examination  of  the  forty  mathematical  boys  of  Chrifl's  Hofpi- 
tal  ; — they  have  likewife  power  to  hear  and  determine  complaints  of  officers  and  failors  in  the 
merchant  fervice  :  fo  that  this  corporation,  more  efpecially,  is  evidently  of  very  great  utility 
to  the  nation. 

That  finery,  or  gaiety  of  apparel,  was  much  increafed  with  the  incrcafc  of  commerce  in 
England,  appears  from  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fourth  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  vi. 
reciting  part  of  an  aft  of  the  twelfth  of  King  Edward  IV.  (not  printed)  whereby  the  Cuflom- 
houfe  officers  are  prohibited  to  take  any  thing  whatever  for  flamping  of  imported  cloth  of  gold, 
and  cloth  of  filver,  vaudekin,  velvet,  damafk,  fattin,  farcenet,  tariton,  camlet,  and  other  cloths 
of  filk,  and  of  filk  and  gold  and  filver.  It  is  in  this  new  aft  faid,  "  that  many  times  the  mer- 
**  chants  do  import,  in  one  fhip  only,  three  or  four  thoufand  pieces  of  thofe  merchandize, 
•*  which"  fays  this  aft,  **  amounts  to  thirty  or  forty  pounds  ta  thofe  officers,  thus  againfllaw 
**  flill  extorting  two  pence  for  the  fealing  of  each  piece." 

John  dc  Solis,  failing  from  Spain  along  the  coafl  of  Brafil  fouthward,  firfl  difcovers  the  great 
liver  which  they  named  Pe  la  Plata,  in  thirty-five  degrees  fouth  of  the  equator,  in  the  coun- 
try of  Paraguay. 

King 
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1313      King  Henry  VIII.  bent  on  war  againft  Fr?ince,  (fays  Lord  Herbert,  p.  30,  in  his  Life  of 
that  Prince)  thought  fit,  in  the  firft  place,  to  clear  the  fca  of  the  French  navy.     He  therefore 
fent  out  his  fleet  toward  Brcft,  confifting  of  forty-two  fail,  befide  lefler  barks,  without  fpecify- 
ing,  as  in  the  preceding  year,  (unlefs,  indeed,  they  were  the  identical  fleet  of  that  year)  their 
tonnage,  guns,  or  rates ;  neither,  indeed,  with  refpeft  to  the  laft  can  we  conceive  that  the  rate  of 
Ihips  had  been  as  yet,  nor  even  long  after  this  time,   brought  into*  ufe  anywhere  in  Europe: 
and  his  lordfhip,  probably,  would  have  given  pofterity  the  tonnage,  and  number  of  guns  on 
the  French  fide  alfp,  had  they  been  left  upon  record  ;  but  either  fo  incurious,  or  elfe  fo  negli- 
gent, we  know  not  which  to  call  it,  were  the  hillorians  of  thofe  times,  that  they  have  too  of- 
ten neglefted  fuch  matters,  which,  in  pur  day,  would  be  reckoned  unpardonable  ;  whilfl  they 
often,  with  the  greateft  exadnefs,  entertain  us  with  a  tedious  detail  of  a  public  entry,  or  other 
trifling  fhew  or  cavalcade.     Mr.  Burchet,  however,  in  his  Naval  Hifl:ory,  acquaints  us,  that 
the  largeft  of  King  Henry's  fhips,  named  the  Regent,  which,  from  laft  year's  account,  we 
know  was  of  one  thoufand  tons  burden,  grappled  (before  Breft)  with  the  largeft  of  the  French 
fliips,  named  the  Cordeliere,  which  being  accidentally  fct  on  fire,  occafioned  both  thofe  fliips 
to  be  confumed,  with  all  their  crews ;  the  fight  of  which  fo  terrified  the  reft  of  the  French 
fleet,  which  had  juft  come  out  of  Breft  Harbour,  to  the  number  of  thirty-nine  fliips,  that  they 
all  retired  again  into  that  port,  andfo  put  an  end  to  this   marine  campaign;  though  others 
give  a  very  difi^crent  account  of  this  matter,  and  reprefcnt  the  French  to  have  been  fuperior  to 
the  Englifli  fleet,  which,  after  lofing  their  Admiral  Howard,  was  forced  to  retire  home. 

About  this  time,  fays  Mezerai,  began  the  reign  of  the  Cherifs  in  Africa,  by  one  Mahomet 
Ben  Hemet,  who  pretended  to  be  defcended  from  his  great  prophet;  and  having  fanftified 
himfelf  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  by  a  tedious  and  long  folitude,  he  animated  them,  with  a 
furious  zeal,  to  make  war  on  the  Chrlftians,  and  on  thofe  Moors  who  had  made  alliances  with 
them;  and,  through  the  afliftance  of  his  two  fons,  he  conquered  the  kingdoms  of  Fez,  Mo- 
rocco, and  Tremifen. 

Under  the  year  151 1»  we  have  obferved,  from  Hakluyt,  that  the  Englifh  began  to  have 
forae  commerce  in  the  Levant  Sea.  Of  this  we  have  now  an  authentic  confirmation  from  the 
thirteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  353,  where  we  find  King  Henry  VHI.  appointing  one 
Juftiniano  to  be  Mafter,  Governor,  Proteftor,  or  Conful,  of  all  the  merchants,  or' other 
Englifli  fubjefts  in  the  port  and  ifland  of  Scio,  or  Chios,  in  the  Archipelago,  ftill  pofllcflTed  by 
the  Genoefe,  with  powers,  &c.  for  his  governing  them,  and  receiving  the  profits  of  his  faid 
office.  This  ifle  lies  near  the  coaft  of  Lefler  Afia,  not  far  from  Smyrna,  and  is  celebrated  for 
the  drug  called  Maftic. 

The  fame  year,  King  Henry  VIII.  further  confirmed  the  privileges  of  the  Company  of 
Merchant-Adventurers  of  England,  with  refpcft  to  their  exportation  of  Englifli  woollen 
cloths,  &c. 

On  the  very  next  page  of  this  thirteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  find  King  Henry  VIIL 
entering  into  a  league  with  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  King  Ferdinand  of  Spain,  and  Pope 
Leo  X.  againft  King  Louis  XII.  of  France,  under  the  fpecious  fiiew  of  defending  the  Pope 
and  the  Church,  and  agreeing  to  allow  one  hundred  thoufand  gold  crowns  for  fupporting  this 
pretended  holy  war.  And,  p.  381,  in  the  fame  year,  he  ftipulates  to  pay  two  hundred  thou- 
fand crowns  to  Maximilian,  for  his  keeping  up  four  thoufand  horfe,  and  fix  thoufand  foot,  in 
the  Netherlands,  for  the  fame  purpofe  :  as  alfo  for  enabling  Henry's  garrifon  at  Tournay  to 
defend  tliat  place  from  the  French. 
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1513  A  magazine  and  ftorchoufefor  the  royal  navy  is  now  firft  erefled  by  King  Henry  VIIL  at 
Deptford,  near  London,  where  he  had  the  year  before  erefted  the  Trinity  Houfe  Corporation ; 
which  place  is  fince  become  a  large  town,  more  populous  tlian  many  of  our  Englifh  corpora- 
tion towns,  occafioned  by  the  noble  royal  docks,  ftorehoufes,  dock  yards,  wharfs,  &c.  fincc 
crcfted  there. 

King  Henry  VIII.  confidcringhow  far  the  river  Thames  was  expofed  to  Infults  from  foreign 
enemies,  now  erefted  a  platform  of  cannon  at  Gravefend,  and  another  oppofite  to  it  on  the 
Elfex  fhore,  where  Tilbury  Fort  was  afterwards  built.  He  likewifc,  to  repair  the  lofs  of 
his  fine  fliip,  named  tlie  Regent,  aheady  mentioned,  caufed  another  to  be  built,  (fays  Hall's 
Chronicle)  which  was  fuch  an  one  as  had  never  before  been  feen  in  England,  and  named  it 
the  Henry  Grace  Dieu  ! 

1514  Guicciardini,  in  his  Dcfcription  of  the  Netherlands,  acquaints  us,  that  the  city  of  Ant- 
werp being,  by  its  vafl  commerce,  greatly  enlarged  with  new  buildings,  was  now  furrounded 
alfo  with  a  new  and  more  extenfive  wall,  being  the  fecond  that  had  been  built  round  that 
city. 

Notwithftanding  the  preparations  made  in  the  preceding  year  for  a  confederate  and  pretend- 
ed religious  war  againft  King  Louis  XII.  of  France,  yet  this  thirteenth  volume,  p.  412,  of  the 
Foedera,  gives  us  a  treaty  of  peace  between  King  Henry  VIII.  and  him,  for  both  their 
lives,  comprehending  alfo  an  intercourfe  of  commerce  ;  whereby  it  was  ftipulated, 

"  I.  That  all  duties  or  burdens  on  commerce,  in  both  countries,  impofed  within  the  laft 
*'  fifty-two  years,  Ihould  be  abfolutely  repealed. 

"  11.  And  that  ail  foreign  merchants,  and  particularly  the  Venetians  and  Florentines, 
"  fhould  be  at  full  liberty  to  fail  to  either  kingdom,  armed  or  unarmed,  with  their  fhips  and 
"  merchandize. 

•*  nr.  No  letters  of  marque  or  reprifal,  to  be  iflued  by  either  of  the  contrafting  parties 
**  againft  any  but  the  principal  delinquents  and  their  ciFefts  and  abettors,  and  not  even  againft 
**  thofe,  until  juftice  (hall  have  been  denied,  after  being  formally  Remanded. 

IV.  In  another  article  of  this  treaty,  for  the  two  Kings  mutually  to  affift  each  other  with 
both  land  and  fea  forces  ;  the  afliftance  by  fea,  on  cither  fide,  was  to  be  five  ihoufand  armed 
menj  "  with  fhips  fit  for  war,  cannon,  gunpowder,  ftoncs,  (lapidlbus/' — for  they  had  not  as  yet 
difcovered  the  fabrication  of  iron  bullets — '*  darts,  provifions,  arms,  and  other  neceflarics  for 
*'  war,  fuitaWe  to  the  number  of  men  above  fpecified,  at  the  expence  of  the  party  demanding 
**  fuch  affiftance."  But  here  is  no  fpecification  of  the  precife  number,  or  of  the  burden  of 
tlie  fhips. 

*'  V.  Louis  obliges  himfelf  to  confirm  to  the  Englifh  trading  at  Bourdeaux,  all  the  privi- 
"  leges  and  immunities  granted  either  by  himfelf  or  his  prcdeceflbrs.  Kings  of  France.'* 

Ibid.  p.  433,  we  learn,  that  the  four  hundred  thoufand  gold  crowns,  ftipulated  for  the  mar- 
riage  portion  of  Mary,  fecond  daughter  of  the  late  King  Henry  VII.  to  be  married  to  King 
Louis  XII.  of  France,  fhould,  as  to  the  one  half  of  it,  go  towards  the  lady's  equipage,  gold  and 
filver  plate,  jewels,  cloaths,  he.  and  the  other  half  of  that  portion  was  to  be  dedufted  out  of- 
a  million  of  crowns,  which  Louis,  by  another  treaty  with  Henry,  of  this  fame  year,  ('tbia\ 
p.  428)  ftipulates  to  pay  him  in  fevera!  payments,  fbr  his  deferting  the  confederacy,  already 
mentioned  to  have  been  formed  in  the  preceding  year  againft  Louis ;  although  the  plaufibJe 
pretence  for  this  ftipulation  was  exprcffed  to  be,  forfeveral  old  claims  of  the  crown  of  England . 
on  that  of  France. 
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1514;  In  vol.  xiii.  p.  470,  of  the  Focdera,  we  may  obfervc,  that  a  fmall  fum  ftill  went  a  great  way, 
For  King  Henry  VIII.  in  this  fame  year  1514,  makes  not  a  little  parade  of  his  granting  an 
annuity  of  twenty  pounds  for  the  life  of  Dame  Jane  Guldeford,  widow  of  Sir  Riciiard,  "  in 
"  confideration  of  her  great  and  faithful  fervices  to  his  father  and  mother,  King  Henry  VIL 
"  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  his  two~fifters,  the  Queens  of  France  and  Scotland,  and  to  him- 
*^  felf."  This  twenty  pounds  was  equal  in  quantity  to  thirty  pounds  of  modern  money  ;  and 
if  wheat  was  no  cheaper  than  in  the  year  1521,  viz.  twenty  fhillings  per  quarter,  or  thirty 
Ihillings  of  our  money,  then  the  rate  of  living  at  this  titne  was  about,  or  rather  more  than, , 
twice  as  cheap  as  in  our  days. 

In  the  year  alfo,  and  in  the  volume  and  page  above  quoted,  we  fee  the  form  of  a  manumif-- 
fion,  or  of  freedom,  granted  by  King  Henry  VIII.  to  two  perfons,  viz. 

"  Whereas,  originally  God  created  all  men  free  ;  but  afterward  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of 
"  nations  fubjefted  fome  under  the  yoke  of  fervitude  ; — we  think  it  pious  and  meritorious^ 
"  with  God,  to  make  certain  perfons  abfolutely  free  from  fervitude,  who  are  at  prefent  under 
"  villenage  to  us.  Wherefore,  we  do  now  accordingly  manumit  and  free  from  the  yoke  of 
"  fervitude,  Henry  Knight,  a  taylor,  and  John  Erie,  a  hulbandmen,  our  natives,  (1.  e.  our 
"  flaves)  as  being  born  in  our  manor  of  Stoke-Clymmyflande,  in  our  county  of  Cornwall, 
"  together  with  all  their  iflue  born,  or  hereafter  to  be  born,  and  all  their  goods,  chattels  and 
"  lands  already  acquired,  or  hereafter  to  be  acquired  by  them  ;  fo  as  the  faid  two  perfons,  with 
"  their  iflue,  (hall  henceforth  be  deemed  by  us   and  our  heirs  free,  and  of  free  condition." 

Thus  we  fee  that  this  flavilh  cuftom  of  manors  was  flill  kept  up  in  England,  though,  in 
moft  other  refpefts,  much  altered  for  the  better.  See  the  antiquity,  &c.  of  villenage  under 
the  year  600,  and  alfo  a  preceding  manumiflion  in  the  year  1338. 

In  this  fame  year,  theChronicon  Preciofum  makes  a  matter  fhipwright's  daily  pay,  with  his. 
diet,  to  be  five  pence,  and  without  diet,  feven  pence,  an  hewer,  with  diet,  four  pence,  and 
without  diet,  fix  pence,  and  an  able  clincher  the  fame.     Whereby  it  appears  that  living  then  ^j 
was  Hill  twice  as  cheap  as  in  our  days. 
1515      As  we  have  feen  that  England,  five  years  previous  to  this  time,  had  neither  falads,  cab-- 
bages,  turnips,  nor  carrots,  but  what  were  fent  from  the  Netherlands,  it  is  natural  enough  . 
tofuppofe,  that   Denmark   was  ftill   later   in  thofe  improvements.     King  Chriftian  II.  in 
this  year  1515,  marrying  Ifabella,  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth's  fitter,  fent  for  a  parcel  of." 
Netherlanders,  her  country-folks,  whom  he  fettled  in  the  little  iflc  Amagria,  or  Amagcr,  in  < 
the  vicinity' of  Copenhagen,  where  they  built  a  town  called  Hollander-dorp,  and  not  only  im-* - 
proved  the  Danes  in  gardening,  cookery,  &c.  but  alfo  in  trade  and  manufactures. 

Meurfius,  in  his  Hiftoria  Danica,  lib.  iii.  obferves,  that  the  Danes  had,  for  a  long  time, 
complained  of  the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  Hans-towns  in  commercial  matters  ;  and  parti- 
cularly,  that  when  they  carried  their  merchandize  to  thofe  towns  for  fale,  the  Danes  were  not 
permitted  to  aik  what  price  they  thought  fit  for  the  fame  ;  but  that  the  Magiftrates  of  thofe 
Hans-towns  afliimed  a  power  of  arbitrarily  fetting  a  fixed  price  thereon  ;  and  thofe  Magiftrates 
being  generally  merchants  themfelves,  took  great  advantage  thereof,  fo  that  the  Danes  were  - 
frequently  obliged  to  fell  at  a  lofing  price,  as  they  were  not  permitted  to  re-export  their  mer* 
chandize  from  thofe  towns,  after  they  had  once  expofed  it  to  fale ;  but  at  beft,  if  not  compel- 
pcUed  to  fell  it  at  the  price  firft  fixed  or  offered,  they  hkd  iio  other  remedy  but  to  lodge  them 
ill  the  citizens  warehoufes  till  the  prices  Ihould  change  in  their  favour.  The  great  quantity 
moreover,  of  corn,  butter,  filh,  &c.  thereby  carried  out  of  Denmark,  rendering  provifions 
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1515  much  dearer,  and  diarefllng  the  poor;  this  King  therefore  dircfted,  that,  for  the  future,  all 
fuch  merchandize  fhould  be  expofed  to  falc  folcly  at  Copenhagen,  whither  ah^o  he  brought  the 
richeft  merchants  from  other  parts  of  his  dominions. — Thus  this  Prince,  Chrifliern  II.  though 
in  other  refpefts  a  cruel  tyrant,  (for  which  he  was  expelled  and  depofed)  brought  Copcnhagea 
to  be  the  emporium  or  ftaple  for  all  Danifli  merchandize,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  Van- 
dahc  Hans-towns,  viz.  Lubeck,  Wlfmar,  Roftock,  Straelfund,  Stetin,  &€.—• This  was  one 
great  blow  to  the  commerce  of  the  Hans-towns,  whofe  arbitrary  proceedings  induced  other 
princes  and  flates  to  adopt  (imilar  meafures  ;  and  as  men  grew  wifer  by  experience,  it  alfo  put 
them  upon  cftablifhing  manufaftures  and  other  branches  of  commerce  at  home,  which  gradu- 
ally brought  on  the  further  decay  of  thofe  Hans-towns. 

In  England  new  meafures  were  projefted  for  the  further  prevention  of  frauds  in  the  ma- 
nufafturc  of  woollen  cloths  ;  and,  by  two  flatutes,  (cap-  viii.  and  ix.)  the  weight  of  thofc 
cloths'is  direfted  to  be  afcertained,  and  orders  made  to  prevent  ftrctching  in  their  meafure,  as 
well  as  fhrinking  ;  and  other  regulations  touching  the  wool,  yarn,  &c.  And  BlackwcU  Hall 
is  firft  named  therein,  as  a  repolitory  for  woollen  cloths  ; — though  there  can  be  no  doubt  but 
that  its  firft  eftabhfliment  was  at  a  much  earlier  period. 

In  vol.  xiii.  p.  525,  of  the  Foedera,  there  is  a  promiflbry  obligation  of  the  fecretary  of  the 
Duke  of  Milan,  then  a  prifoner  to  King  Francis  I.  of  France,  to  Cardinal  Wolfey,  of  ten 
thoufand  ducats  per  annum,  during  the  life  of  his  mafter  the  Duke  : — "  The  firft  payment  to 
**  be  made  when  the  faid  Duke  fliall  be  delivered  from  his  French  troubles,  and  be  fixed  in 
**  his  faid  dominions. — And  the  cardinal  fhall  promife,  that  there  (hall  be  a  perpetual  and  in- 
**  violable  friendfhip  between  King  Henry  VIII.  and  his  faid  mafter.'* 

This  is  fo  remarkable  a  tranfaftion,  that  though  it  does  not  properly  relate  to  our  general 
fubjeft,  we  thought  it  worth  remarking ;  efpecially  as  it  is  too  fliort,  to  interrupt  our  general 
fubjeft.  The  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  the  French  King  Francis,  both  paid  the  Cardinal  an- 
nual penfions,  viz.  the  former  three  thoufand  pounds  Flcmilh,  and  tlie  latter  twelve  thoufand 
livres. 

In  volume  thirteen,  p.  476,  &c.  of  the  Foedera,  a  new  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  was 
concluded  between  King  Henry  VIII.  and  King  Francis  I.  in  much  the  fame  terms  as  that  al- 
ready named  in  the  year  15 14,  with  Louis  XII.  now  dead,  viz.  for  both  their  lives,  and  one  year 
after,  (the  common  manner  of  treating  in  thofe  times)  with  an  additional  claufe  againft  the 
permitting  of  privateers  of  either  nation  to  fet  fail,  without  giving  fecurity  not  to  injure  any 
of  the  fubjcfts  of  the  other  contrafting  party,  and  not  permit  them  to  fell  their  booty  in  the 
ports  of  either  party,  nor  to  fupply  them  with  provifions. 

3id.  p.  493,  King  Henry  VIII.  having  complained  to  the  States  of  Genoa,  who  were  ftill 
fovereigns  of  the  ifle  of  Scio,  againft  the  new  duty  laid  on  the  merchandize  of  his  fubjefts 
there  ;  the  Senate  did  not  reply  thereto  until  the  year  151 7,  when  they,  in  fubftance,  acquaint- 
ed the  King,  **  That  the  heavy  annual  tribute  which  the  ftatc  of  Genoa  is  obliged  to  pay  to 
"  the  Grand  Seignior,  for  being  permitted  to  remain  in  the  pofleflion  of  the  ifle  of  Scio,  oc- 
*«  cafions  their  impofing  the  duty  or  toll  which  his  fubjefts  complain  of:  wherefore  they  hum- 
•'  bly  hope  his  Majefty  will  not  any  more  liften  to  the  complaints  of  his  fubjefts  there,  fince 
*'  they  are  no  higher  taxed  than  the  other  inhabitants.'* — They  add,  "  that  by  the  faid  gricv- 
'•  ous  annual  tribute  to  the  Turks,  they  have  contrafted  a  debt  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 

•*  thoufand 
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IS»5  **  thoufand  ducats,  which  they  can  no  othcrwife  difcharge  but  by  thofc  new  tolls  or  duties.'* 

— Foedera,  vol.  xiii.  p.  589. 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  520^  of  the  Foedera,  a  new  treaty  of  peace  and  intercourfe  of  com- 
merce was  concluded  between  King  Henry  Vlll.  and  King  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  for  him- 
felf  as  King  of  Arragon,  and  alfo  as  adminiftrator  of  the  perfon  and  dominions  of  .his  daugh- 
ter Joanna,  Queen  of  Caftile,  &c.  the  principal  fubjeft  of  which  is  the  fame  with  that  of  for- 
mer treaties  with  Spain;  with  this  addition,  *'  That  in  cafe  the  Ihips  of  either  party  Ihould 
**  thereafter  chance  to  be  wrecked  on  the  coafts  of  the  other  party,  the  Mag'iftrates  lliould  fe- 
"  cure  and  fcqueflrate  the  goods,  &c.  of  fuch  wreck  for  the  proprietors,  if  within  twenty 
"  months  they  Ihould  make  out  their  claim  thereunto;  and  pcrifhable  merchandize  fhould  be 
"  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  right  owners  :  but  if  no  claim  be  made  within  twenty  months, 
"  then  the  laws  of  the  country,  wiiere  fuch  wreck  fliall  happen,  are  to  take  place." 

Under  this  fagacious  King,  Francis  I.  of  France,  who  came  to  the  crown  in  this  year, 
and  reigned  till  the  year  1547,  Voltaire,  in  his  Eflay  on  the  Age  of  Louis  XIV.  fays, 
"  That  trade,  navigation,  learning,  and  all  the  arts  took  their  rife,  but  were  all  buried  with 
"  him." 
I516  In  this  year  King  Ferdinand,  furnamed  the  Catholic,  departed  this  life  at  Madrid,  "which 
place  (fays  Guicciardini,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Wars  in  Italy)  was  then  but  an  obfcure  village. 
Spain;  before  the  union  of  its  feveral  kingdoms,  had  naturally  as  many  different  capitals  as 
kingdoms;  but  by  its  becoming  the  ufual  relidence  of  Ferdinand's  fucceflbrs,  Madrid,  though 
ftill  an  open  town  without  walls,  is  become  a  very  great  city. 

In  Hakluyt's  third  volume  of  Voyages,  p.  489,  he  mentions  a  voyage  made  this  year  by  Sir 
Thomas  Port,  Vice- Admiral  of  England,  and  Sebaftian  Cabot,  from  England  to  the  coafts 
of  Brafil,  and  other  parts  of  South  America,  by  order  of  King  Henry  VIIL  yet  he  gives  us 
no  particulars  of  it. 

In  many  different  periods,  we  find  the  Hanfeatic  hiftorians  almoft  conflantly  complainings 
and  particularly  the  Lubeckers,  of  the  violences  committed  by  the. Danes.  For  inftance,  in. 
the  year  1507,  the  King  of  Denmark,  juft  after  having  concluded  a  peace  with  the  Hans-towns, 
fcizcd  on  nine  Lubcck  merchant  fhips,  richly  laden  from  Riga.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Danilh  hiftorians  paint  the  Hans-towns,  and  efpecially  Lubeck,  in  very  odious  colours,  and 
as  being  the  continual  and  implacable  enemy  of  Denmark  :  but,  as  at  this  diftance  of  time,  wc 
arc  not  well  able  to  judge  of  the  grounds  of  many  of  their  quarrels,  fmce  both  fides  fet  off  their 
own  caufe  to  their  iefpeftive  advantage,  we  fhall  not  determine  upon  the  matter,  any  further 
than  hiftorically  to  relate,  that  this  remarkable  fcizure  produced  an  eight-years  war  between 
them,  which  did  not  end  till  this  year  1516  ; — during  which  fpace  the  city  of  Hamburgh  alone 
carried  on  a  trade  with  Norway  and  Denmark,  without  any  regard  to  Lubeck,  and  the  other 
Vandalic  cities  at  war  with  that  crown  ;  by  which  attention  to  its  interefts,  and  by  its  trade 
with  England  and  the  Netherlands,  (fays  the  Hanfeatic  hiftorian,  Angelius  a  Werdenhagen, 
vol.  i.  part  3,  cap.  17)  Hamburgh  very  greatly  increafed  in  wealth  and  profperity. 

We  have,  in  the  thirteenth  volume,  p.  533,  of  the  Foedera,  a  renewal  of  the  intercourfe  of 
commerce  between  England  and  Charles,  fovereign  of  the  Netherlands. 

And  in  p.  539,  that  intercourfe  was  renewed  for  five  years  to  come,  when  it  was  further 
ftipulated, 

"  I.  That  the  Englifh,  carrying  their  merchandize  to  Antwerp,  which  is  in  the  province 
**  of  Brabant,  Ihall  not  there  be  obliged  to  pay  the  tolls  of  Zealand  ;  neither,  when  tliey  carry 

their 
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J5l6  **  their  merchandize  to "Bergen-op-zoom,"  (it  is  Berghes  in  the  original,  and  may  poflibly  be 
intended  for  Mons,  the  Dutch  name  of  that  city)  *«  or  to  Middelburg^  Ihall  they  be  obliged 
**  to  pay  the  tolls  of  Brabant,  but  folely  thofe  of  Zealand. 

**  II.  That  the  merchants  of  either  country  fhall  not  make  by-laws  and  ftatutes^  among  ft 

^*  themfelves,  for  agreeing  not  to  buy  the  goods   of  certain  towns   or  perfons  of  the   other 

*'  country  :  neither  (hall  either  fide  fet  a  fixed  price  on  the  merchandize  of  the  other  fide,  at 

**  their  fairs  and  markets,  but  all  perfons  Ihall  be  free  on  both  fides,  to  buy  and  fell  as  they 

"  beft  can. 

"  III.  Laftly,  within  one  year  from  the  date  hereof,  a  formal  congrefs  fhall  be  held,  for 
*•  terminating  of  all  complaints  of  the  fubjefts  of  both  princes,  either  general  or  particular, 
**  relating  to  tolls,  cuftoms,  the  flaple,  &c." 

Thus  were  the  traders  of  England  and  the  Netherlands  perpetually  complaining  and  treat- 
ing about  grievances  ;  and  yet  both  parties  found  it  their  intereft  to  go  on  trading  with  each 
other,  as  we  have  before  remarked. 

This  year  put  an  end  to  the  famous  monarchy  of  the  Mamelukes  in  Egypt,  after  it  had  lafted 
upwards  of  three  hundred  years.  It  feems,  thatCampfon  Gaurus,  their  fifteenth  monarch  or 
fultan,  had,  about  or  foon  after  the  year  1501,  unhappily  joined  with  Ifmael,  Sophy  of  Perfia, 
againft  Selim  I.  the  Turkifh  emperor,  who  proved  too  hard  for  them  both,  and  found  means 
to  dethrone  and  kill  Tonombeius,  the  fon  of  Campfon  Gaurus.  The  Mamalukes,  however, 
made  a  refiftance  to  the  power  of  Selim  for  fomc  years  after ;  yet  he  at  length  reduced,  firft, 
the  port  towns  of  Syria,  as  Tripoli,  Sidon,  &c.  and  next  the  city  of  Damafcus.  Laftly,  he 
fubjefted  the  entire  country  of  Egypt,  after  taking  the  v aft  city  of  Cairo,  in  this  year  1516. 
This  was  a  great  blow  to  the  balance  of  power  in  the  Eaft,  by  throwing  two  fuch  noble  coun- 
tries as  Syria  and  Egypt  into  the  fcale  of  the  Turkifh  empire,  already  too  ponderous ;  fo  that 
the  Sultans  were,  for  the  future,  the  more  enabled  to  give  the  law  in  the  Levant  feas,  and  to 
diftrefs  the  commerce  and  territories  of  Venice  and  Genoa  in  thofe  parts,  as  they  foon  after 
efFeftually  did.  It  alfo  gave  them  the  dominion  of  both  fides  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  down  fouth 
weft  to  the  coaft  of  Africa  without  that  fca,  and  fouth  caft  on  the  Arabian  fliorc..  It  likewife 
gave  the  Turks  the  means  of  going  by  fea  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  to  the  great  annoyance  of  the 
Portuguefe  in  thofe  parts,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  hiftories  of  their  Indian  conquefts/ 

Under  the  year  1489,  we  have  exhibited  my  Lord  Bacon's  folid  reafons  for  a  law  made  in 
that  year,  (fourth  Henry  vii.  cap.  19)  **  againft  decaying  of  houfes  of  hufbandry,  or  not  lay- 
**  ing  of  convenient  land  for  the  maintenance  of  the  fame,**  to  which  therefore  we  now  refer 
the  reader.  The  fame  evil,  it  feems,  ftill  prevailed  ; — that  is,  much  arable  land  was  inclofed 
and  turned  into  paflure.  A  frefh  law  therefore  was  made  in  the  fourth  year  of  King  Henry 
VIII.  cap.  v.  importing,  •'  that  whofoever  decayeth  any  town  or  houfe  of  hufbandry,  or  doth 
"  convert  tillage  into  pafture,  fhall  forfeit  to  the  Lord  of  the  Fee  half  the  profits  thereof." 
Yet  this  not  being  thought  fufficient,  the  very  next  (/.  e,  the  prefent)  year,  an  aft  of  the  fe- 
venthof  this  King,  cap.  i.  was  made  "  That  if  any  perfon  fhall  decay  a  town,  a  hamlet,  or 
**  houfe  of  hufbandry,  or  convert  tillage  into  pafture,  the  immediate  Lord  of  the  Fee  fhall 
*•  have  the  moiety  of  the  offender's  land  unti  the  offence  be  reformed,*'  lyhich  title  of  the  aft 
is  the  fame  as  that  of  the  preceding  year ;  and  although  we  have  nothing  but  the  titles  of  all 
the  three  in  the  printed  afts,  yet  they  fufficien^ly  fhew  the  humour  of  people  in  thofe  times 
in  favour  of  pafturagc,  and  the  fenfe  which  the  legiflaturc  had  of  the  danger  of  fuffering  it  to 
incrcafc. 

The 
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1516      The  city  of  Antwerp  conflantly  increafing  in  wealth  and  commerce,  and  the  city  of  Biuges 

as  conflantly  declining,  fuch  foreign  merchants,  as  had  not  before  quitted  the  latter  city,  re- 
moved in  this  year  1516,  to  Antwerp;  the  Englilh  had  removed  thither  in  the  preceding  year  : 
fo  there  now  only  remained  a  few  Spaniards  at  Bruges ;  yet  the  ftaple  for  Englifh  wool  was 
not  as  yet  removed  thence. 

We  hLve  feen,  under  the  year  1509,  that  King  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  by  ercfting  a  fort 
on  the  fmall  ifle  fronting  the  city  of  Algiers,  kept  the  Algerincs  from  piratical  excurfions  till 
his  death,  which  happened  in  this  year  15 16.  On  which  event  they  took  frefti  courage,  and 
to  get  rid  of  the  Spaniards  almoil  at  any  rate,  called  in  to  their  aid  the  famous  Barbaroffa,  who, 
in  the  year  1504,  had  been  the  firft  of  any  Levantine  or  Turkilh  pirate  that  ventured  to  cruize 
fo  far  weft  as  the  coafts  of  Italy  and  Spain  ;  the  piratical  cruizing  on  which  coafts  having  been 
till  tlien  folely  carried  on  by  the  Moors  of  the  Barbary  Shores,  who  hitherto  had  no  depend- 
ance  on,  nor  connexion  with  tlie  Ottoman  Porte  or  Levantine  Turks.  But  Barbarofla's  un- 
daunted courage  and  fteady  conduft  gained  him  fuch  fame  and  conquefts,  that,  from  a  fmall 
fingle  galliot,  he  arrived  to  the  command  of  a  large  fquadron  or  fleet;  and,  from  having  been 
a  potter's  fon,  came  at  length  to  be  King  of  Algiers,  after  having,  before  this  year,  obtained 
the  fovcreignty  of  a  fmaller  dominion  on  the  fame  coaft  of  Barbary.  BarbarolTa  joyfully  ac- 
cepted of  the  invitation  of  the  Algerines.  We  have  feen,  that  moft  of  the  Moors,  who  had 
been  expelled  from  Spain,  after  the  conqueft  of  Granada,  in  the  year  1492,  had  fettled  in  the 
Mooriih  towns  of  the  oppofite  (hore  of  Barbary,  where  they  vowed  irreconcileable  enmity  and 
revenge  againft  Spain  ;  and,  for  thofe  ends,  kept  a  dangerous,  but  very  private,  correfpondence 
widi  fuch  Moors  as  ftill  remained  in  Spain,  many  of  whom  they  fecretly  drew  over  to  Bar- 
bary. It  was  now  therefore  much  eaCer  for  Barbaroffa  to  gain  the  fovereignty  at  Algiers, 
more  efpecially  as  he  had  got  with  him  above  one  thoufand  Levantine  Turks,  who,  having 
heard  of  his  fucceffes,  flocked  to  ferve  under  him ;  and  as  they  were,  from  time  to  time,  re^ 
inforced  by  more  of  their  countrymen,  they  there  kept  the  city  of  Algiers  in  perpetual  awe  ; 
and  thus  he  aftually  was  inaugurated  King  of  the  city  and  territory  of  Algiers. 
1517  King  Charles  of  Spain,  however,  now  fends  out  a  fleet,  and  a  land  army  of  above  ten  thou- 
fand men,  for  the  attack  of  Algiers,  and  for  reftoring  of  their  young  King,  Salem's  fon ;  yet, 
by  the  conduft  of  Barbaroffa  within  that  city,  and  the  tempeft  they  met  with  on  the  fea,  both 
fleet  and  army  were  almoft  all  dellroyed.  And  thus  did  Barbaroffa  firft  introduce  the  power 
and  influence  of  the  Turks  into  that  part  of  Barbary ;  although,  during  his  own  life,  he  never 
owned  any  fuch  dependence  on  the  Grand  Seignior  as  the  Deys  of  Algiers  acknowledged  after- 
wards ;  yet,  as  Barbaroffa  was,  the  fame  year,  purfued  by  the  Spanifli  Governor  of  Oran,  in 
his  flight  from  Tremifen,  he  was  on  that  occafion  flain :  whereupon,  the  Algerines  ^lefted 
Heyradin,  Barbaroffa's  brother,  for  their  King.  He  was  the  firft  who  direftly  put  himfelf 
and  fubjefts  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Ottoman  Porte,  who  very  gladly  granted  it,  and  fent 
two  thoufand  Jahiffaries  with  a  commiflion  to  Heyradin,  conftituting  him  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior's Baffa  or  Vice-Roy  of  Algiers,  as  the  m.oft  probable  means,  in  Heyradin's  opinion,  for 
protefting  Algiers  from  the  attacks  of  Spain. 

Four  Portuguefe  fhips,  attended  by  four  Malayan  fliips,  fail  from  Malacca  for  China,  with 
an  ambaffador  for  the  Chinefc  Emperor,  who  jpurncyed  from  Canton  to  Pckin,  all  the  way 
over  land. 

Tlie  firft  account  we  have  of  the  grand  cod  filhery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  was  in 

this  year,  when,  according  to  Hakluyt's^  third  volume,  p.  499,  but  Hcrrera  fays  two  years 

Vol.  JL  E  later, 
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1517  later,  an  Englifh  (hip  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Porto  Rico,  pre- 
tending (he  came  with  another  to  dlfcover  a  paflage  to  Cathay,  and  had  been  at  Newfound- 
land,  where  there  were  fifty  Spanifli,  French,  and  Portuguefe  fhips  on  the  fifliery.  From 
thence  the  faid  fhip  failed  for  Hifpaniola,  but  being  fired  at  from  the  caftle,  it  returned  to 
Porto  Rico ;  and  after  its  departure  from  tliat  ifland  was  never  heard  of  more. 

So  great  an  event,  and  fo  fraught  with  fuch  interefting  confequences,  as  the  reformation  of 
a  great  part  of  Chriftendom  from  popery  to  proteftantifm,  cannot  altogether  be  pailed  over  in 
filencc  for  many  obvious  reafons  ;  yet,  as  ecclefiaftical  hiftory  is.  not  pur  province,  it  will  be 
fufficient  for  us  briefly  to  obfervc,  under  this  year  15 17,  that  Pope  Leo  X.  being,  or  fceming 
to  be  alarmed  at  the  conqueft  of  Syria  and  Egypt  from  the  Mamalukes,  by  Selim  the  Grand 
Seignior,  as  related  under  the  preceding  year,  publiflied  a  crufade  againft  the  Turks ;  and,  for 
that  apparent  end,  publiihed  his  indulgences  all  over  Chriftendom,  which  were  fo  fliamcfully 
difpofed  of  in  Germany,  that  the  benefit  of  them  were  even  to  extend  to  the  dead,  whofe 
fouls,  upon  payment  by  their  heirs,  &c.  of  a  fum  of  money,  were  immediately  to  be  redeem- 
ed out  of  purgatory :  and  Guicciardini,  in  his  wars  of  Italy,  relates,  that  thofc  powers  for  re- 
leafing  of  fouls  out  of  purgatory  were  openly  played  for  in  taverns.  Which  fcandalous  pro- 
ceedings  excited  Martin  Luther,  a  monk,  and  profeflTor  of  divinity  at  Wirtemburg  in  Saxony, 
to  attack  the  papal  power,  and  being  fupported  in  that  dcfign  by  Frederick,  EleSor  of  Saxony, 
&c.  a  reformation  of  religion  was  gradually  brought  about  in  feveral^  kingdoms  and  ftates  of 
Europe.  Which  great  event  has  proved  very  beneficial  to  thofe  particular  countries  wherein 
proteftantifm  has  been  firmly  eftabliflied  ;  fince,  by  fupprefling  the  idle  drones  in  the  convents, 
and  putting  a  flop  to  the  great  fums  annually  remitted  to  Rome,  and  carried  to  other  parts  for 
pilgrimages,  &c.  their  people  are  more  increafed  and  more  profitably  employed  for  the  general 
benefit ;  while  their  money,  before  fo  unworthily  diflipated,  is  now  employed  in  trade  and 
commerce.  Much  more  might  be  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  to  fliew  the  many  benefits  which  have 
accrued  to  thofe  particular  countries  which  embraced  the  reformation  of  religion  ;  but  as  thefe 
general  remarks  may  be  fufficient  for  our  prefent  purpofe,  we  fliall  leave  our  readers  to  fupply 
the  reft,  as  their  feveral  inclinations  fliall  direft  them. 

1518  On  May-day,  1518,  there  was  a  fhameful  riot  committed,  fays  Hall  in  his  Life  of  King 
Henry  Vlll.  p.  62,  by  the  London  apprentices,  fervants,  watermen,  and  priefts,  againft  foreign- 
ers, by  pulling  down  and  rifling  their  houfes,  &c.  The  complaints  ajainft  them  were, 
««  That  there  were  fuch  numbers  of  them  employed  as  artificers,  that  the  Englifli  could  get  no 
**  work — That  the  Englifli  merchants  had  little  to  do,-by  reafon  the  merchant-ftrangers  bring 
•«  inallfilks,  cloths  of  gold,  wine,  oil,  iron,  &c.  that  no  man  almoft  buyeth  of  an  Englifli - 
**  man — They  alfo  export  fo  much  wool,  tin,  and  lead,  that  Englifli  adventurers  can  have  no 
•*  living — That  foreigners  compafs  the  city  round  about,  in  Southwark,  Weftminfter,  Tem- 
•*  pie-bar,  Holborn,  St.  Martins  Lc  Grand,  St.  John's-ftreet,  Aldgate,  Tower-hill,  and  St. 
<«  Catherines ;  and  they  foreftall  the  market,  fo  that  no  good  thing  for  them  cometh  to  the 
**  market,  which  are  the  caufes  that  Engliflimen  want  and  ftarve,  whilft  foreigners  live  in 
**  abundance  and  plcafure — That  the  Dutchmen  bring  over  iron,  timber,  and  leather  ready 
*'  manufactured,  and  nails,  locks,  baflcets,  cupboards,  ftools,  tables,  chefts,  girdles,  faddles, 
**  and  painted  cloths.*'  Thefe  accufations  throw  fome  light  on  the  commercial  condition  of 
London  at  this  time.  "  Dr.  Bole's  Spital  fermon  on  Eafter  Tuefday  had  greatly  increafed  the 
♦«  people's  jealotify  of  foreigners.  I  faw,  (faid  John  Lincoln,  the  chief  inftigator  of  the  peo* 
**  pie)  on  a  Sunday  this  Lent,  fix  hundred  foreigners  fliooting  at  the  poppinjay  with  crofs 
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1518  •'  bows."  This  riot  was  over  by  dawn  of  day,  called  Evil  May-day.  Several  of  thofe  rioters 
were  hanged,  and  the  King  pardoned  the  reft.  The  pretended  crimes  of  thofe  foreigners 
were  probably  their  working  cheaper,  and  being  more  induftrious  than  our  own  people,  whofc 
exclufive  privileges  within  the  city,  kept  the  foreigners  hi  tliofe  out-parts  already  named  out 
of  the  freedom ;  thereby  getting  much  of  the  trade,  &c.  from  the  freemen, 

A  treaty  was  now  concluded  between  King  Henry  VIII.  and  Francis  L  the  French  King, 
for  the  marriage  of  Mary,  Henry's  daughter,  with  the  Dauphin  of  France,  wherein  Henry 
ftipulates  to  pay  three  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  crowns,  of  thirty-five  fols  tournois  each, 
as  the  lady's  portion ;  but  it  did  not  take  place.     Foedera,  vol.  xiii.  p.  632. 

And,  in  the  fame  page  of  the  fame  work,  we  have  a  treaty,  in  which  Henry  ftipulates  to 
deliver  up  to  Francis  the  city  and  territory  of  Tournay,  with  Mortagne  and  St.  Amande  ;  for 
which  Francis  agrees  to  pay  him  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns,  of  thirty-five  fols  tournois 
each,  at  feveral  diftant  payments^ 

By  the  following  commercial,  or  rather  maritime  or  marine  treaty,  in  the  fame  thirteenth 
volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  649,  between  King  Henry  VIII.  and  King  Francis  I.  the  title  of 
which  13  Tra^atui  Depredationist  it  appears  that  there  were,  in  thofe  times,  many  violences, 
robberies,  and  piracies  committed  on  the  feas  of  Europe.  For  the  prevention  whereof  it  was 
now  ftipulated, 

"  I.  That,  at  London,  the  Admiral,  Vice-Admiral,  and  Maftcr  of  the  Rolls,  for  England; 
"  and  at  Rouen,  the  like  offififers  for  France ;  Ihould  reciprocally  be  the  judges  of  fuch  enor- 
"  mities. 

"  II.  The  fecurity  which  mafters  and  owners  of  fliips  gave,  by  former  treaties,  on  theit 
"  fctting  fail,  not  to  injure  the  fubjcfts  of  the  other  contrafting  party  on  the  feas  or  in  port, 
**  was,  by  this  treaty,  made  general,  viz.  that  they  (hould  not  injure  any  nation  whatever. 

**  III.  Ships,  on  their  return  home,  are  to  undergo  a  ftrift  examination,  and  to  give  a  juft 
•*  account  how  they  come  by  any  fhips,  merchandize,  or  prifoners,  which  they  may  here- 
**  after  bring  home  by  way  of  booty." 

r^  Since  all  the  powers  of  Europe  have  adopted  the  mode  of  keeping  up  both  a  ftanding 
maritime  and  land  force  even  in  times  of  peace  as  well  as  in  war,  fuch  piratical  violences 
amongft  nations  in  amity  are  ceafed,  becaufe  they  would  be  fo  eafily  dete£Ved,  and  fo  fpeedily 
punifhed. 

And  here  it  maybe  proper  to  remark,  that,  in  almoft  all  the  general  treaties  between  Eng- 
land and  France,  for  about  one  hundred  years  backward  from  this  time,  England,  along  with 
fuch  other  powers  as  are  comprehended  by  her  in  thofe  treaties,  generally  has  comprehended, 
as  Ihe  now  exprefsly  comprehends,  the  community  and  Society  of  the  ^Teutonic  Hans,  com^ 
munitas  et  focietas  Han  fa  Tcutoniar. 

We  may  alfo  remark,  that  King  Henry  VIII.  was  the  firft  King  of  England  that  had  any 
correfpondence  with  the  Swifs  Cantons,  whom  he  therefore  generally  comprehends  iA  his 
treaties,  urtder  the  title  of  the  Helvetic  Lords,  (Domini  Helvetii^  Jive  SuetenfesJ 

In  this  year,  according  to  Thuanus,  hb.  51.  "  fourteen  of  the  Hans-towns  were  cutoff 
"  from  their  general  confederacy,'*  for  irregularities,  doubtlefs,  in  their  conduft.  He  adds, 
however,  **  that  there  ftill  remained,  till  his  time,  fixty^fix  cities  in  that  confederacy,  viz, 
"  fix  Vandalic  cities,  eight  of  Pomerania,  fix  of  Pruflia,  three  of  Livonia,  thirteen  Saxon 
"  cities,  ten  of  Weftphalia,  fev^n  of  Clevesor  Marck,  three  of  Overyffel,  feven  of  Guelder- 
**  land,  and  three  of  Friefland."      By  which  account,  there  muft  have  been  in  all  eighty 

E  2  Hans-towns 
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1518  Hans-towns  in  that  confederacy  ;  yet  we  have  fecn  that  their  own  hiftoriographer,  Werden- 
hagen,  makes  but  fixty-four  cities,  who  ever  paid  annual  contributions  for  the  cxpence  of 
that  confederacy.     See  the  year  1 370. 

In  the  fourth  Parliament  of  King  James  V.  the  Scotifli  Parliament  pafled  an  aft,  with  pro- 
per penalties,  againft  thofc  who  ncgledl  to  plant  woods,  hedges,  and  fences  ;  though  this,  like 
former  laws  for  the  fame  purpofe,  has  never  been  well  executed,  even  to  the  prefent  times  : 
but  they  are  in  our  days  fetting  ciFeSually,  though  but  gradually,  about  what  their  own  fta- 
tutes  long  fince  enjoined  them  to  do. 

1519  The  Spaniards  proceeded  in  their  difcoveries  on  the  continent  of  America,  and  particularly 
on  the  coaft  of  what  is  ftill  called  Terra  Firma,  Darien,  &c.  although,  as  elfcwhere  obferved, 
what  with  ftorms  and  Ihipwj-ecks,  and  the  reliftance  of  the  native  Indians,  it  may  be  thought 
doubtful,  whether,  upon  the  whole,  they  were  really  gainers  till  after  the  year  1519;  when 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.  King  of  Spain,  received  news  of  the  difcovery  and  commencement 
of  the  conqueft  of  the  famous  Indian  empire  of  Mexico  by  Hernando  or  Ferdinando  Cortes  ; 
who,  failing,  in  the  year  1518,  from  the  ifle  of  Cuba,  with  about  four  hundred  foot  foldiers, 
feven  fmall  cannon,  and  fifteen,  fome  fay  fifty,  horfemen,  laid  the  foundation  of  a  very  great 
dominion  for  Spain  in  America,  by  the  immenfe  treafurcs  which,  to  this  day,  are  annually 
brought  from  America  into  Spain,  more  efpecially  after  they  had  from  Mexico  invaded  Peru, 
Paraguay,  and  Chili  fouthward,  and  New  Mexico  northward.  **  The  mention  of  this  par- 
**  ticular,'*  fays  Mr.  Rapin  very  judicioufly,  in  his  Hi ftory  of  England,  *'  is  the  more  necef- 
*'  fary,  as  it  was  the  gold  and  filver  wherewith  the  new  world  furniflied  Spain,  that  contribut- 
''  ed  mod  to  render  Charles  V.  fo  powerful  as  he  will  hereafter  appear ;  befides,  money  grow- 
'*  ing  more  plenty  by  the  trade  carried  on  by  other  countries  with  Spain,  the  reader  muft  not 
''  be  furprized  hereafter  to  find  more  numerous  armies,  greater  magnificence  in  Princes 
*'  Courts,  and  the  dowries  of  Princefles  much  larger  than  before." 

Ferdinand  Magellan,  who  had  ferved  under  Albuquerque,  the  great  Portuguefc  Commander 
in  Eaft  India,  having,  through  fome  diXcontent,  entered  into  the  fervice  of  Spain,  now  fig- 
nified  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  King  of  Spain,  that,  by  the  imaginary  line  of  divifion,  or 
partition,  which  King  John  of  Portugal  had  agreed  on  with  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen  Ifa- 
beila,  all  the  Banda  and  Molucca  Ifles  muft  fall  to  the  fliare  of  Spain,  of  which  rich  ifles  he 
propofed  to  him  to  make  a  compleat  difcovery,  by  a  bold  and  till  then  unheard-of  navigation 
weftward.  The  Emperor  joyfully  embraced  his  propofal,  giving  him  five  fhips  and  tliree 
hundred  men  for  its  execution ;  yet,  through  ftorms,  fcarcity  of  provifions,  &c.  he  did  not 
get  through  that  famous  ftrcight,  to  which  his  name  was  thereupon  given,  till  November 
1520  :  failing  from  thence  by  the  Ladrone  Ifles,  he  arrived  at  the  Ifles  which  he  called  the 
Philippines,  where  he  loft  his  life  in  a  fkirmifli ;  but  the  fliips  failed  on  for  Tidore,  one  of 
the  Molucca  Ifles,  where  they  arrived  on  the  twenty-feventh  month  after  their  firft  fetting  out 
from  Spain,  and  where  (contrary  to  what  the  Portuguefe  had  given  out,  to  deter  others  from 
coming  thither)  they  found  the  fea  one  hundred  and  two  yards  in  depth  ;  though  the  Portu- 
guefe had,  as  fome  write,  fpread  reports  of  its  being  fo  fliallow,  that  there  was  no  navigating 
it,  (tliey  fliould  have  faid,  except  by  Portuguefe)  befide  continual  darknefs,  rocks,  bcc.  Here 
the  Spaniards  firft  tafted  the  fpices  at  their  fountain  head,  and  traded  with  the  King  and  peo- 
ple of  Tidore  for  them,  in  exchange  for  their  own  cargo  of  doth,  glafles,  ^c.  to  a  vaft  profit; 
from  thence  they  returned  home,  with  only  one  of  their  fliips,  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
one  fliip  being  taken  by  the  Portuguefe,  and  the  other  left  leaky,  and  arrived  at  Seville  in  Sep- 
tember, 
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ever  failed  quite  round  the  terraqueous  globe. 

There  having,  probably,  been  fome  difference  before  this  time  between  England  and  Ge- 
noa, on  account  of  commerce,  or  perhaps  from  the  partiality  of  the  Genoefe  to  France,  under 
the  protection  and  vaflalage  of  whofe  Kings  they  had,  for  fome  time  paft,  put  themfelves ; 
the  French  King,  amongft  his  other  titles,  now  ftiling  himfelf  Lord  of  Genoa,  matters  were, 
in  this  year,  accommodated  ;  and  we  accordingly  meet  with  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  paflT- 
port  or  fafe-conduft,  (in  thirteenth  volume,  p.  700,  of  the  Foedera)  to  Luke  Spinola,  ftiled 
roafter  of  the  fociety  of  merchants  of  Genoa  redding  in  England,  and  to  all  other  Genoefe 
merchants,  and  their  faftors,  &c.  together  with  their  carracks,  gallies,  and  (hips ^  to  refort  to 
any  part  of  England  and  its  territories,  there  freely  to  fell  their  merchandize,  and  to  buy  wool, 
woollen  cloth,  tin,  lead,  &c.-*-Provided  they  do  not  export  any  merchandize  of  the  ftaple  of 
Calais  to  any  port  but  to  Calais,  unlefs  it  be  tlirough  the  Straits  of  Morocco  ;  any  letters  of 
marque,  or  reprifals  againft  the  community,  dominion,  and  city  of  Genoa,  their  vaflals  or 
fubjefts,  &c.  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.  Laftly,  this  fafc-conduft  was  to  continue  for 
five  years,  even  although  it  fhould  happen,  in  the  interim,  that  war  Ihould  break  out  between 
England  and  France. 

According  to  the  Englifh  tranflation  of  Dr.  Sandoval's  Hiftory  of  the  Civil  Wars  of  Spain, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  Reign  of  Charles  V.  printed  in  London,  in  the  year  1652,  in  folio,  when 
almoft  all  the  cities  of  Spain,  in  1519,  and  the  following  years,  were  troubled  with  infurreftions, 
on  account  of  the  exorbitant  exaftions  of  that  Emperor's  Flemifli  favourites,  and  their  carrying 
great  quantities  of  money  out  of  Spain  into  Flanders^  &c.  we  find  mention  made  of  feveral 
cloth-workers  amongft  thofe  rebels,  whofe  army  having  drawn  up  articles  or  conditions  to  be 
agreed  to  by  the  Emperor,  fome  of  them  are  as  follows,  viz. 

**^L  That  the  cloth  imported  from  other  countries  fliall  be  of  the  fame  fizc  and  goodnefs  as 
**  the  cloths  wrought  in  thefe  kingdoms"  of  Spain. 

'*  II.  That  the  merchants  and  clothiers  of  the  kingdoms"  of  Spain  *'  may  take,"  (feize) 
•*  to  work  and  fpend  therein,  one  half  of  all  die  wools  bought,  either  by  natives  or  by  ftran- 
**  gers,  to  be  fent  out  of  the  kingdoms,  paying  the  fame  price  as  they  had  done  for  them.— 
**  And  that  the  officers  of  juftice  may  take  the  faid  wools  either  from  the  fhepherds  or  from 
**  the  buyers,  and  deliver  them  to  be  manufaftured,  as  above." 

From  which  it  is  plain,  that  there  was  once  a  confiderable  woollen  manufafture  in  Spain, 
though  afterwards  neglefted,  chiefly  proceeding  from  two  caufes,  viz.  Firft,  From  the  conti- 
nual flowing  in  of  the  gold  and  filver  of  America  very  foon  after  this  time,  fo  that  the  na- 
tion grew  lazy  with  their  riches,  and  carelcfs  of  the  labour  required  in  manufaftures. — Se- 
condly, The  temptation  of  getting  fuddenly  rich,  allured  fuch  numbers  of  people  to  withdraw 
to  America,  that  there  were  not  induftrious  hands  enough  left  in  Spain  to  carry  on  fuch  mai^t- 
fadures. 

Spain  has,  fince  that  period,  made  various  unfuccefsful  efforts  for  the  revival  of  that  manu- 
fafture ;  and  fuch  meafures  are,  in  our  days,  purfuing  by  his  prefent  Catholic  Majefty,  as  are 
very  likely  to  reftore  it  in  fome  confiderable  degree,  though  that  country  ftill  labours  under  the 
great  misfortune  of  a  want  of  induftrious  hands  :  fo  extremely  difficult  it  is  for  a  nation  to  re- 
cover or  regain  a  neglcfted  and  loft  manufafture. 

The  Emperor  Charles  V.  makes,  in  this  year,  a  fecond  attempt  from  Spain  againft  Al- 
giers, by  his  Admiral  Moncado,  with  a  large  fleet  of  Ihips  of  war  and  tranfports,  and  a  good 
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1519  body  of  veteran  troops,  in  order  to  overturn  the  new  government  there  under  the  LeN^antine 
Turks,  whic]i,  however,  proved  as  unfortunate  as  the  preceding  attempt  in  the  year  1517,  the 
greateft-part  of  both  the  navy  and  army  being  deftroyed  by  a  violent  tempeft.  Thus  Heyradin 
Bafla  proved  as  fuccefsful  as  his  late  brother  BarbaroiTa,  fcouring  the  coaft  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean fea  by  his  piracies  every  where,  with  upwards  of  twenty  galliots,  and  near  as  many  bri- 
gantines ;  frequently  landing  on  the  coafts  of  Spain,  and  doing  not  only  incredible  damage  to 
the  Spanilh  commerce,  but  interrupting,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  general  commerce  of  the 
Mediterranean. 

1520  In  vol.  xiii.  p.  714,  of  the  Foedera,  the  commercial  treaty,  named  by  the  Netherlanders 
intercurfus  magnusy  concluded  in  1495-6,  was  now  renewed  between  King  Henry  VIII.  and 
tlie  Emperor  Charles  V.  fovereign  of  the  Netherlands,  for  five  years  certain. 

And,  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  722,  King  Henry  VIII.  iffued  a  commiilion  for  a  congrefs  at 
Bruges  in  Flanders,  *'  to  treat  with  commiffioners  from  the  Hans-towns,  concerning  the  abu- 
*•  fes,  unjuft  ufes,  exteniions,  enlargements,  interpretations,  and  rcftriflions,  made  by  the 
**  Hanfcatic  merchants,  of  or  concerning  the  feveral  privileges  at  any  time  granted  to  the  Han- 
«*  featic  League  by  this  King  or  his  prcdeceflbrs,  and  to  remove  all  the  faid  abufes ;  alfo  to 
*•  demand  and  receive  whatever  fums  of  money,  and  how  large  foever  they  may  be,  due  to  us," 
fays  the  King,  **  on  that  account.  And,  finally,  to  renew  and  conclude  an  intercourfe  of 
**  commerce  between  England  and  the  faid  Hans-league  :"  but  the  iflue  of  this  congrefs  does 
not  appear. 

The  Genoefe,  fays  Sir  William  Monfon,  in  his  Naval  Trafts,  p.  480,  obferving  the  various 
ways  of  cflaying  to  get  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  befide  the  common  way  by  die  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
as  that  now  by  Magellan's  Straits,  the  north-weft  fuppofed  paflage,  that  fuppofed  from  New 
Spain,  and  the  hoped-for  north-eaft  paflage,  every  nation  feeking  to  excel  in  induftr^  in  this 
age  of  difcoveries  ;  they,  becaufe  not  fo  much  accuftomcd  to  voyages  on  the  ocean,  fent  Paul 
Conterano  to  the  then  Czar  of  Mufcovy,  with  a  propofal  for  carrying  the  merchandize  of  Eaft 
India  over-land  into  Ruflia ;  but,  fays  our  author,  the  difficulties  of  this  undertaking  were  fo 
many,  that  the  Czar  rejefted  their  propofal. 

Archbifhop  Nicholfon,  in  his  Englifti  Hiftorical  Library,  fpeaking  of  the  ftatc  of  geogra- 
phical knowledge  at  or  about  this  tinie,  obferves,  **  That  fince  the  beginning  of  King  Henry 
**  the  Eighth's  reign,  our  cldeft  general  geographer  or  antiquary  is  faid  to  have  been  Thomas 
*•  Sulmo,  a  Guernfey  man,  who  died  at  London,  in  tha  year  1545;  the  year  following,  a 
••  much  greater  man  of  the  profeflion.  Sir  Thomas  Elliot,  one  of  King  Henry's  ambafladors, 
"  and  of  Sir  Thomas  More's  friends,  died  alfo.  Contemporary  with  thofe  two  was  George 
*•  Lilly,  fon  of  William,  the  famous  grammarian,  who  lived  fome  time  at  Rome  with  Cardi- 
"  nal  Pole,  and  publifhed  the  firft  exaft  map  that  was  drawn  of  this  ifland." 

1521  The  great  progrefs  of  the  Turks  at  this  time  againft  Chriftendom,  juftly  alarmed  the  Princes 
of  Europe  ;  for,  in  the  year  1521,  the  Sultan  Solyman  the  Magnificent  not  only  took  the  fort- 
refs  of  Belgrade  from  Louis  King  of  Hungary,  but  likewife  foon  after  the  city  of  Buda,  the 
capital  of  that  kingdom.  In  the  year  following  he  aflaulted  the  famous  ifle  of  Rhodes,  fo  long 
poflcfled  by  the  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem  ;  and  although  the  city  of  Rhodes  had  but 
fix  thoufand  Chriftians  in  garrifon,  they  held  out  fix  months  againft  the  whole  power  of  the 
Turks,  who  loft  fixty-four  thoufand  men  before  they  were  able  to  take  it.  Solyman  alfo,  out 
of  the  Black  Sea^  and  other  parts,  having  got  together  near  fix  hundred  gallies,  &c.  attempted 
the  ifle  of  Corfu,  and  ravaged  the  neighbouring  coafts  and  ides,  proving  too  powerful  for  the 
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152F  united  fleets  of  the  Emperor,  Venice,  and  the  Pope.  This  circuraftancc  caufed  a  great  detri- 
ment to  the  naval  commerce  of  England  in  the  Levant  fcas,  where,  till  now,  thofe  zealous 
Knights  of  St.  John  had  been  the  common  proteftors  of  all  Chriftian  Ihips,  and  a  great  ob- 
ftruAion  to  the  Turkifh  depredations.  When  the  Knights  quitted  Rhodes  with  fifty  of  their 
gallics,  they  carried  great  riches  and  many  people  with  them ;  yet,  that  we  may  not  any  more 
recur  to  this  article,  in  about  eight  years  following,  in  moving  about  between  Candia,  Naples, 
Sicily,  Villa  Franca,  &c.  their  number  and  riches  were  much  diminifhed,  until  the  year  1530 ; 
when  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  beftowed  on  them  tlie  ifles  of  Malta  and  Goza,  in  the  Sicilian 
fea,  in  full  propriety.  Here  they  again  foon  became  the  terror  of  the  Mahometans.  Captain 
Morgan,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Algiers,  publilhcd  in  1728,  in  two  quarto  volumes,  vol.  i.  p.  315, 
acquaints  us,  *'  That  the  naval  force  of  Malta,  in  his  time,  confided  of  feven  ftout  fhips  of 
*•  war,  none  carrying  fewer  than  fifty  guns,  befide  gallies  and  privateers  of  all  fixes,  with 
**  which  they  are  perpetually  haraffing  the  coafts  of  Barbary,  and  bringing  home  prizes  to 
**  Malta." 

In  thofe  times,  when  commerce  was  but  in  its  childhood,  there  was  too  much  of  a  mono- 
polizing fpirit  throughout  all  Europe ;  amongft  the  reft,  the  city  of  Hamburgh  pretended, 
and  partly  ftill  pretends,  to  an  exclufive  dominion  on  the  river  Elbe.  This  had  been  con- 
nived at  in  the  early  days  of  commerce,  when  they  even  claimed  a  right  to  exclude  all  the 
other  towns  lying  between  it  and  the  fea  from  a  free  navigation  on  that  great  river,  by  virtue 
of  grants  from  feveral  Emperors  ;  which,  they  alfo  alleged,  enabled  them  to  oblige  the  fubjefts 
of  Danifli  Holftein  to  import  their  merchandize  no  where  but  to  Hamburg  ;  for  which,  it  was 
faid,  they  were  to  take  what  price  the  Hamburgers  were  pleafed  to  allow  them.  King  Chrif- 
tian II.  of  Denmark,  in  this  year  1521,  oppofed  their  exorbitant  claims ;  and,  in  refentmentv. 
of  which  oppofition,  Hamburg,  in  1523,  aftually  declared  war  againft  Denmark ;  yet  King 
Chriftian  IIL  being  of  a  mild  difpofition,  permitted  Hamburg  to  keep  up  thofe  claims  during 
his  whole  reign,  which  ended  in  the  year  1558,  after  which  we  ihall  trace  thofe  difputes 
further. 

There  being,  at  this  time,  a  great  decay  gf  huft^andry  in  England,  by  reafon  of  the  many 
inclofures,  which,  within  the  preceding  fifty  years,  had  turned  much  arable  land  into  pafture, 
thereby  leflening  the  number  of  hufbandmen,  &c.  moft  capable  of  defending  the  coiintrj  ;  fo 
that  towns  and  villages  were  depopulated,  and  both  wool  and  fiefh-meat  were  thus  enhanced, 
becaufe  engroflcd  by  the  nobility  and  gentry,  who  were  not  neceflitJited  to  fell ;  King  Henry 
the  Eighth  therefore  now  iflues  out  his  commiifions  to  the  magiftrates  for  their  putting  in  exe- 
cution the  laws  againft  inclofures. 

In  the  fame  year  there  was  fo  great  a  dearth  in  England,  that  wheat  was  fold  at  twenty  fhil- 
lings  per  quarter,  or  two  (hillings  and  fixpence  per  bufliel ;  beans  at  four  ihillings ;  and  oats  at 
three  (hillings  per  quarter. 

In  the  fame  year  was  firft  introduced  the  ufe  of  hand-guns,  or  mufkets  ;  fo  that  in  little 
more  than  one  hundred  years  later,  the  praftice  of  bows  and  arrows  in  war  was  quite  laid 
afide. 

In  the  fame  year  there  was  a  great  breach  from  the  fea  in  the  dykes  or  fea-walls  of  Holland, 
by  which  accident  fevcnty-two  villages,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  thoufand  people,  were 
faid  to  be  drowned.  But  we  dare  not,  becaufe  we  cannot  afcertain  this  fot  faft,  without  more 
authentic  vouchers  of  time,  place,  &c.  than  merely  a  general  report. 
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1521  In  vol.  xiii.  p.  752,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Henry  VIII.  by  his  favourite  and  lieutenant. 
Cardinal  Wolfey,  afts  as  a  mediator,  at  the  treaty  of  Calais,  between  the  two  great  rivals  for 
power,  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  King  Francis  I.  of  France.  What  relates  to  commerce 
is  as  follows. 

**  Whereas,  the  fierce  war  carried  on  between  thofe  two  Princes  had  occafioned  many  ma- 
*'  ritime  depredations,  to  the  grievous  damage  of  the  innocent  fubjefts  on  both  fides  ,  and  it 
•*  being  now  the  proper  feafonfor  the  herring-fifliery, — to  prevent  thofe  depredations,  it  was 
**  now  ftipulated, 

**  I.  That  the  fifliers,  both  of  the  Emperor  and  France,  may  freely  fifh  for  herrings,  &c. 
*'  from  the  date  hereof,  (Oftober  11,  1521)  to  and  through  all  the  month  of  January  follow- 
**  ing,  even  though  the  war  ftiould  go  on  between  thofe  Princes,  and  they  may  return  home 
**  in  fafety. 

**  II.  It  was  alfo  ftipulated,''  much  for  the  honour  of  King  Henry,  "  tliat  during  the  war 
**  between  Charles  and  Francis,  none  of  their  fubjcfts  fliall,  in  the  harbours,  bays,  rivers,  or 
"  mouths  of  rivers,  roads,  or  llations  for  Ihipping,  and  particularly  the  ftation  called  the 
**  Downs,  nor  in  any  other  maritime  places  belonging  to  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  King  of  Eng- 
"  land,  take,  fpoil,  rob,  or  plunder  any  fliip  or  merchantman,  loaded  or  unloaded,  armed  or 
*'  unarmed,  of  whatfoever  burthen  or  nation  they  may  be.  Neither  Ihall  they  rob  any  fuch 
**  fhip  of  its  merchandize,  arms,  &c.  nor  injure  the  fame  any  other  way  j  but  both  fhips  and 
**  mariners,  of  whatever  nation,  (hall  be  abfolutely  fecure  in  thofe  places,  and  fliall  remain  at 
**  anchor  there,  without  obftruftion  or  moleftation  from  cither  of  the  faid  two  Princes,  or  of 
*'  their  fubjcfts.*' 

Laftly,  the  ratification  is  memorable,  viz. 

"  We,  having  feen  the  above-named  articles,  and  being  dejirom  to  gratify  ike  faid  mofi 
*'  reverend  Cardinal^  our  most  dear  and  most  beloved  friend,  do  hereby 
**  ratify  and  approve  the  fame. 

(Signed)     *'  Charles,  Emperor. 
*'  Francis,    King, 

We  have  feen,  that  fo  early  as  the  year  1508,  the  Portuguefe  had  become,  in  fome  meafurc, 
mafters  of  the  Spice  or  Molucca  iflands,  and  that  die  Emperor  Charles  V.  had  encouraged 
Magellan  to  vifit  them  by  the  llraits  of  his  name,  in  the  year  151 8 ;  yet  the  Spaniards  proved 
unfuccefsful  in  all  their  attempts  to  poflefs  thofe  iflands.  At  length.  King  John  HI.  of  Por- 
tugal, in  1529,  fent  to  the  Emperor,  his  brother-in-law,  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
ducats,  when,  about  this  time,  he  went  into  Italy  to  be  crowned  Emperor,  on  condition  of 
not  bein^  difturbed  in  the  poflTeflion  of  thofe  iflands  till  the  re-payment  of  that  fum  ;  which 
being  never  doi^e,  fays  Sir  William  Monfon,  in  his"  Naval  Trafts,  Spain  has  never  fince  pre- 
tended to  thofe  ifles. 

The  Portuguefe  now  brought  the  Indian  fpices  home  to  Lifl^on  in  great  quantities,  whereby, 
fays  Penfionary  De  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  partiii.  chap.  3.  the  King  of  Portugal 
got  above  two  hundred  thoufand  ducats  yearly,  **  Thofe  iflcs,"  fays  the  fame  able  author, 
**  before  they  thus  loft  their  independence,  were  ariftocratical  republics,  and  then  carried  oa 
**  a  great  trade  in  their  cloves,  mace,  and  nutmegs  ;  and  although  the  third  part  tliereof  was 
**  not  carried  by  fliipping  to  Calicut,  that  great  ftaple  of  India,  and  being  there  fold,  were 
^*  carried  to  BafTora,  and  thence  to  Cairo  with  caravans ;  and,  laftly,  from  Cairo  tranfported 
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1521  "  by  fhipping  to  Europe ;  yet  the  Sultans  of  Syria  and  Egypt,  through  whofe  lands  they  were 
**  brought  to  Europe,  were  wont  to  receive  yearly  above  eighty  thoufand  ducats  c^iftom  for  the 
^'  fame.  No  wonder,  then,  if  the  Princes  of  thofe  countries,  as  well  as  the  ftate  of  Venice, 
-**  were  very  uneafy  with  the  Portuguefe  for  diverting  this  profitable  channel  of  that  trade." 

About  this  time,  the  French  firft  commenced  a  filk  mannfafture,  having  been  fupplied  with 
workmen  from  Milan,  whilft  France  held  that  noble  duchy.  In  this  manufafturc  they  made 
a  very  quick  progrefe,  it  having  then,  and  ever  fmce  been  carried  on  principally  at  Lyons, 
and  other  parts  of  the  fouth  of  France,  with  which  they  fupplied  many  parts  of  Europe ;  and, 
tintil  England  long  afterwards  engaged  in  the  fame  manufafture,  it  was  the  means  of  draining 
us  of  great  fums  annually.  Yet  it  was  long  after  this  time  before  France  began  to  raife  raw 
filk  from  the  worms. 

In  this  year,  the  city  of  Genoa  was  ftormed  and  pillaged  by  the  Spanifh  troops  of  the  Em- 
pcror  Charles  V.  And  the  Chevalier  De  Mailly,  in  his  Hiftoire  de  Genes,  vol.  II.  liv.  x. 
p.  81.  acquaints  us,  that  Genoa  was,  at  that  time,  efteemed  the  richeft  city  in  the  world,  (in 
Europe,  I  fuppafe,  he  meant)  next  after  Venice  and  Lyons. 

The  republic  of  Venice  having,  for  fo  many  centuries,  enjoyed  the  fole  commerce  for  the 
fpices  of  India,  till  lately  deprived  of  it  by  Portugal,  made,  at  this  time,  an  effort  to  re-cftab- 
lilh  fome  confiderable  benefit  from  it,  by  making  a  propofal  to  the  court  of  Lifbon,  for  Ve- 
nice to  take  off  all  the  fpice  annually  imported  by  the  Portuguefe,  over  and  above  what  that 
kingdom  itfelf  could  confume,  at  a  certain  fixed  prices  but,  fays  Captain  John  Stevens,  in 
his  Hrftory  of  Portugal,  publHhed  in  oftavo,  in  the  year  1698,  this  propofai  was  rejefted. 
1522  In  the  thirteenth  volume,  p.  766,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find  that  Cenfio  de  Balthazari,  a  mer- 
chant of  Lucca,  then  rcfiding  in  the  ifland  of  Crete  or  Candia,  was  appointed  by  King  Henry 
the  Eighth  to  be,  *'  for  life,  governor,  matter,  protcftor,  or  conful,  of  the  Englilh  nation 
**  there,  with  the  ufual  powers  and  emoluments  which  any  conful  formerly  enjoyed  there,  or 
**  anywhere  elfe,  either  from  the  faid  King,  or  any  of  his  predeceflTors." 

Although  the  following  propofed  match  did  not  take  place,  yet,  for  the  fake  of  the  dowry, 
we  give  it  a  place  in  this  work.  It  is  a  treaty,  in  the  year  1522,  between  the  Emperor 
«  Charles  V.  and  King  Henry  VIII.  as  delivered  by  Rapin  de  Thoyras,  &c.  That  Emperor, 
on  his  return  to  Spain  from  Flanders,  took  En.gland  in  his  way,  having  landed  at  Dover, 
where  he  was  waited  on  by  Wolfey,  and  vifited  by  the  King,  who  condudcd  him  to,  and  en- 
tertained him  at  Greenwich  and  London  in  a  very  magnificent  manner,  and  alfo  at  Windfor, 
where  he  was  installed  Knight  of  the  Garter.  By  that  treaty,  Henry  was  to  give  his  daughter 
Mary  in  marriage,  when  twelve  years  old,  to  the  faid  Emperor,  with  a  portion  of  four  bund- 
red  thoufand  crowns. 

So  ncceflary  and  important  are  a  few  fingle  fea-ports  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole  kingdom 
that  even  the  abfolutc  fate  of  the  latter  may  depend  on  the  former  :  thus,  in  the  year  1522,  the 
Lubeckers,  Dantzickers,  &c.  fent  nine  (hips  of  war  to  the  affiftance  of  Guftavus  I.  furnamed 
Vafa,  King  of  Sweden,  by  whofe  aid  he  fo  well  fucceeded,  that,  in  grateful  return,  he  granted 
thofe  Han fcatic  cities  great  privileges  in  Sweden.  Voltaire,  in  his  (jeneral  Hiflory  of  Europe, 
alleges,  that  the  city  of  Lubeck  alfo  fupplied  him  with  troops,  without  which  he  would  have 
found  it  difficult  to  fucceed.  By  Lubeck*s  affiftance  the  city  of  Stockholm  was  taken  ;  and, 
although  the  fixty  thoufand  marks  agreed  to  be  paid  for  that  fervice,  could  not  then  be  dif- 
charged  by  Sweden,  yet,  in  lieu  thereof,  iays  PufFendorf,  they  were  -allowed  the  folc  trade  of 
Sweden,  and  to  pay  no  cuftom  there  for  merchandize  imported,  &c.  which  benefits  were  too 
Vol.  II.*  F  g,eat 
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IS^2  great  to  b€  held  long,  *•  And  thus,"  adds  that  fpirited  author,  Voltaire,  **  the  fate  of  Sweden 
**  depended  on  a  little  trading  town."  Which  laft  affertion,  like  many  others  of  that  author's, 
was  not  ftriftly  true,  for  Lubeck  was  undoubtedly  a  great  trading  town.  Fowler,  in  his  Hiflory 
of  the  Troubles  of  Swedeland  and  Poland,  printed  in  folio,  in  London,  in  1656,  relates,  that 
this  wife  Prince  greatly  improved  his  people  in  tillage,  buildings,  and  in  fearching  out  the  metal 
:9iines,  and  the  more  e^fy  working  of  them  by  aquedufts  and  huge  engines,  &c.  He  aifo  ereS- 
ed  work-houfes,  &c.  for  vagrants.  Thofe  Hans-town^,  fays  Werdenhagen,  their  hiftoriogra- 
pher,  at  the  fame  time  declared  war  againft  Chriftian  II.  King  of  Denmark,^  who  had  raifed  on 
them  the  toll  in  the  Sound,  and  obAruded  their  commerce ;  yet,  by  fo  frequently  intermed- 
dling in  the  wars  between  potent  Princes,  and  ftates,  the  Hans^towns  now  and  then  fufficient* 
ly  fuiFered ;  although,  for  the  mofl  part,  they  did  not  lend  their  aid,  without  at  leaft  providing 
fyr  themfclves  an  ample  equivalent. 

I^n  this  year,  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  fet  (ail  from  Southampton  in  England ;  his  own 
fleet  confiAed  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  fail  of  Netberland  Ihips,  befide  the  Englifh  fleet  un- 
der the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Surry,  the  Ejiglifh  admiral,  whom  the  Emperor  likewife,  on 
this  occaflon,  prudently  appointed  to  command  bis  own  fleet. 
1523  Vol.  xiv.  p.  I,  of  the  Foedera,  begins  with  a  grant  of  the  office  of  keeper  of  the  privy  feal 
of  King  Henry  VIIL  in  the  year  1523,  beftowed  on  the  Bilhop  of  London ;  the  ancient  fa- 
lary  of  which  ofl5ice  was  ftill  kept  up,  beting  only  twenty  fliillings  per  day. 

In  the  fame  year,  according  to  my  Lord  Herbert's  Hiftory  of  King  Henry  VIII.  of  Eng- 
land, in  the  attempts  of  tlie  Englifh  and  French  courts  to  gain  Scotland  to  their  rcfpeftive 
fides,  at  the  death  of  King  James  V.  the  Englifh:  minifters,  amongfl  other  arguments,  aflcrtcd, 
**  That  the  Englifh  wcvt  maflcrs  of  the  feas,  and  thereby  were  able  to  flop  and  interclude  all 
"  fuccour  that  gould  come  to  them  (the  Scots)  from  any  other  place."  And  as,  in  the  re- 
plications of  the  partizans  of  France, .  that  aflertion  is  not  contradi£ted,  the  point  feems  to  have 
been  admitted. 

At  this  time,  tlirough  the  wicked  counfels  of  Cardinal  Wolfcy,  and  King  Henry  the 
Eighth's  arbitrary  difpofition,  there  was  little  more  than  a  fhadow  of  liberty  left  to  the  Eng- 
lifh people.  In  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  Remains,  printed  in  o£tavo,  in  1651,  p.  177,  tliore  is  a 
record  quoted,  which  is  mentioned  alfo  in  the  general  hiftories  of  thofe  times,  tliat  in  the  four- 
teenth year  of  that  Prince's  reign,  1523,  **  Heexafted,  by  way  of  loan,  ten  per  cent,  on  all 
•<  goo^s,  jewpls,  utcnfils,  and  lands,  to  be  revealed  by  the  oaths  of  the  poflcflbrs.  Notwith- 
«*  (landing,"  fays  this  author,  **  that  there  was  a  law  of  the  fccond  year  of  King  Ricliard  !!• 
**  importing,  that  none  fhall  be  denied,  in  demand  of  any  loan,  his  reafonable  excufe." 

It  was  now,  by  an  Englifh  aft  of  Parliament,  determined,  cap.  xii.  *'  That  of  every  hund- 
**•  red  pounds  wprth  of  gold  to  be  coined,  there  fhall  be  twenty  pounds  coined  into  half 
<*  angels,  of  threefhillings  and  fourpence  each  5  and  of  every  hundred  pounds  worth  of  filver, 
.  **  fifty  pounds  fhall  be  coined  into  groats  ;  twenty  pounds  into  half-groats,  or  twopcnces  ; 
«*  twenty  pounds  into  pence ;  ten  marks  into  halfpence;  and  five  marks  into  farthings."^ 
With  refpeft  to  thefe  fiiver  farthings,  my  Lord  Herbert  obfcrves,  ^  That  though  it  was, 
^♦•►doubtlcfs,  for  the  convenience  of  the  people,  that  they  fhould  have  fo  much  of  fuch  fmall 
**  poin;  yet,  by  reafon  of  their  littlenefs,  they  are  all  long  fince  worn  out."  N.  B.  Here  is 
no  mention  of  fhillings.  This  too  was  the  laft  time  of  coining  any  filvcr  farthings,  probably 
ior  the  fame  reafon.  ^ 
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1523  The  once  well-known  Gerard  Malynes,  in  his  book  named  Lex  Mercatoria,  printed  iit 
folio,  in  the  year  1622,  p.  189,  alleges,  that  it  was  not  yet  one  hundred  years  complete,  fince 
one  Violet  Stephens,  and  other  difcontented  fifti-naongers,  went  into  Holland,  to  the  town  of 
Enchuyfen,  where  they  procured  the  inhabitants  to  fiflifor  them  in  his  Majefty's  feas  of  Great 
Britain.  In  another  part  of  the  fame  book  he  adds,  whereby  the  fiftiing  is  fo  incteafed,  that 
Holland  and  Zealand  have  above  two  thoufand  buffes  or  fifhing-fhips,  which  ufually  make 
three  voyages  yearly.  He  had  juft  before  faid,  that  in  our  King  Henry  the  Seventh's  days, 
there  was  no  filhing  trade  eftablilhed  in  the  Low  Countries.  By  the  fifhing  trade  here  men- 
tioned by  Malynes,  we  are  only  to  underftand  their  fupplying  foreign  markets  with  fifh ;  for, 
with  rclpeft  to  the  Netherlands  themfelves,  it  cannot  be  doubted,  but  that  they  always  fiftied 
on  their  own  coafts  for  their  own  proper  fupply,  although  England  might  be  beforehand  with 
them  in  refpeft  to  the  fupplying  other  nations. 
3524  Charles  V.  Emperor  and  King  of  Spain,  being  at  war  with  France,  his  fleet  was,  in  the 
year  1524,  very  ftrong  in  the  Mediterranean^  and  commanded  by  Moncado,  who,  for  fomc 
time,  gave  the  law  on  the  coaft  of  Italy ;  yet  he  was  at  length  attacked  by  the  French  fleet  com  - 
manded  by  Doria,  and  utterly  difcomfited. 

The  low  rate  of  houfc  rents  plainly  Ihews,  that  even  in  London  itfelf,  atth-i^time,  there 
was  but  little  wealth  compared  with  the  prefent  times.  James  Howell,  in  his  Londinopplis, 
p.  no,  relates,  **  That  an  ancient  grammar  fchool  in  Bow  Churcli-yard,  being  decayed,  the 
«*  fchool  houfc  was  let  out  for  rent,  about  this  time,  at  four  (hillings  yearly,  a  cdlar  at  two 
««  fhillings,  and  two  vaults  under  that  church,  both  for  fifteen  Ihillings," 

Much  about  this  time,  fays  Howell  in  the  feme  work,  p^  208,  foap  b^an  firft  to  be 
made  in  London  ;  **  before  which  time,  that  city  was  ferved  with  white  fdap  firora  beyond 
•*  fea,  and  with  grey  foap  fpeckled  with  white,  very  fweet  and  good,  from  Briftol,  fold  here 
**  for  a  penny  the  pound,  and  never  above  a  penny  farthing ;  alfo  black  foap  for  ^  halfpenny 
*«  the  pound." 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament,  of  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  11.  for 
fettling  how  many  apprentices  and  journeymen  (not  denizens)  ihould  be  kept  by  foreiga 
tradcfmen  fettled  in  London,  he.  great  powers  were  given  to  the  corporations  of  handicrafts 
over  the  workmanlhip  of  thofe  foreigners,  there  being,  in  thofe  tinncs,  fmiths,  joiners,  coop- 
ers, &c.  who  were  foreigners,  and  had  feals  or  ftamps  put  on  their  works,  after  being  examin- 
ed by  the  Wardens  of  thofe  corporations,  both  in  London  and  other  parts.  "  The  jurifdic- 
*•  tion  of  the  London  corporations  was,  by  this  aft,  to  extend  two  miles  beyond  the  city,  viz. 
"  within  the  town  of  Weftminfter,  theparrlhes  of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields,  and  of  our  Lady 
«*  in  the  Strand,  St.  Clements  Danes  without  Temple  Bar,  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields,  St.  An- 
•*  drews  in  Holborn,  the  town  and  borough  of  Southwark,  Shoreditch,  Whitechaple  parifh, 
•*  St.  John*s-ftreet  (in  Clerkcnwell)  and  Clerkcnwell  parifli,  St.  Botolph  without  Aldgate, 
"  St.  Catlierine's,  (near  the  Tower  of  London),  and  Bermondfey-ftreet.**  This  is  an  au- 
thentic view  of  the  fuburbs  of  London  in  the  year  1524.  Neverthelefs,  we  are  not  tb  imagine 
that  all  thofe  fuburbs  were  contiguous  to  each  other,  or  joined,  as  at  prefent ;  for  there  were 
then  and  long  after,  many  large  breaks  or  interruptions,  where  no  buildings  were,  not  only 
in  the  ftreet,  (now  fo  well  built)  called  the  Strand,  then  chiefly  taken  up  with  the  capital 
dwellings  of  the  nobility,  with  their  large  adjoining  gardens,  but  Kfcewife  a  great  part  of  St» 
Martin's  parifh,  was  then  literally  in  the  fields,  as  it  is  ftill  denominated,  and  the  fame  may 
be  faid  of  St.  Giles's  in  tlie  Fields,  then  ftiled  the  Town  of  St.  Giles,  and  of  the  upper  part 
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1524  of  St.  Andrews  in  Holborn  ;  much  of  all  which,  and  alfo  of  Weftminfter,  CIcrkcnwell, 
Shoreditch,  Whitechapel,  and  South wark,  was  aftually  fields,  even  fo  late  as  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  as  appears  by  a  map  of  London  and  its  fuburbs,  ftill  extant,  which  was  firft 
publiftied  about  the  year  1560. — **  This  aft  was  not  to  extend  to  any  other  handicrafts  but 
**  joiners,  pouch-makers,  coopers,  and  blackfmiths. — Alfo  Lords,  and  all  others  having  lands 
**  and  tenements  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  were  hereby  permitted  to  retain  foreign 
*'  joiners  and  glaziers  in  their  fcrvice  ;"  which  may  lead  us  to  conjcfture,  that  thofc  two 
trades  were  not  then  fo  well  improved  in  England  as  they  have  been  fince  that  time. 

By  another  aft  of  this  year,  cap.  iii.  we  find  the  manufafture  of  worfteds,  fays,  and  fla- 
mins>  now  further  regulated,  was,  at  this  time,  greatly  increafed  at  Norwich,  fince  the  former 
laws  made  for  their  regulation  in  King  Edward  the  Fourth's  reign,  and  had  extended  them- 
felves  to  Yarmouth,  Lynn,  and  other  parts  of  Norfolk,  &c. 

According  to  the  laborious  Purchas,  vol.  iv.  p.  1603,  and  to  the  Orbis  Maritimus  of  Ma-r 
rifotus,  lib.  ii.  cap.  34,  p.  597,  1643,  and  other  French  authors.  King  Francis  L  fent  out 
John  Verazzano,  a  Florentine,  with  four  fhips  on  difcoveries,  three  of  which  he  left  at  the 
Madeiras,  and  with  the  fourth  firft  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Florida  ;  and  from  thence  failing  to 
fifty  degrees  of  north  latitude,  he  firft'gave  the  land  the  name  of  New  France  ;  but  he  return- 
home  without  having  planted  or  left  any  colony  there. 

We  have  now  the  firft  ftatute  made  in  England  for  mending  a  particular  highway,  in  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  years  of  Henfy  VIIL  cap.  vi.  There  being  a  certain  public  way  in 
the  weald  of  Kent,  which  was  much  worn  out,  and  alfo  not  fo  near  and  commodious  as  ano« 
ther  in  the  fame  neighbourhood  ;  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  is  thereby  impowcred,  (at  his  own 
expencc)  to  complete  the  faid  new  road,  and  when  fo  done,  he  might  fliut  up  and  inclofe  the 
old  road  for  his  own  fole  benefit.  By  another  law,  cap.  vii.  of  the  twenty-fixth  of  this  King, 
the  fame  was  donp  in  Suftex. 

K^  The  ancient  method  employed  to  mend  roads  in  England,  until  after  the  reftoration  of 
King  Charles  IL  was  by  a  pound-rate  in  the  refpeftive  counties  on  the  landholders,  &c.  and 
by  fupplying  of  carts  and  horfes  of  parilhes  for  a  limited  number  of  days.  But  when,  after 
the  laft  named  period,  commerce  was  become  fo  greatly  increafed,  and,  in  confequcnce  there- 
of, wheel  carriages  and  pack  horfes  on  the  roads  were  fo  extremely  multiplied,  "  tliat,  in  the 
**  year  1663,  being  thefixteenth  of  King  Charles  IL  cap.  i.  the  firft  turnpike  road  was  ereft- 
**  cd  by  law,  for  taking  toll  of  all  but  foot  paflengers  on  the  northern  road,  through  Hertford- 
*'  fhire,  Cambridgelhire,  and  Huntingdonfhire  ;  which  road  was  then  become  very  bad,  by 
**  means  of  the  great  loads  of  barley,  matt,  &c.  brought  weekly  to  Ware  in  waggons  and  carts, 
**  and  from  thence  conveyed  by  water  to  London.  By  means  alfo  of  other  carriages  from 
**  Norwich,  St.  Edmundfbury,  Cambridge,  &c.  to  London,  thofe  roads  were  become  fo 
**  ruinous,  andalmoft  impaffable,  that  the  ordinary  courfe  appointed  by  all  former  laws  and 
**  ftatutes  of  this  realm,  is  not  fufficient  (fays  this  aft)  for  the  efFeftual  repairing  of  the  fame  ; 
**  neither  are  the  inhabitants,  through  which  the  faid  roads  do  lie,  of  fufficient  ability  to  re- 
••  pair  the  fame,  without  fome  other  provifion  of  monies  to  be  raifed  towards  putting  the 
*'  fame  into  good  and  fufficient  repair,  &c. — Wherefore,  three  toll-gates,"  (now  gene- 
rally termed  Turnpikes)  **  were  erefted,  one  for  each  of  thofe  three  counties,  viz.  at 
*«  Wadefmill,  Caxton,  and  Stilton,  for  receiving  of  all  paflengers,  the  toll  or  cuftom  fol- 
*'  lowing,  &c." 
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1524  PIzzaro  now  fails  from  Panama,  and  firft  difcovcrs  the  immenfe  riches  of  Peru,  where  he 
found  veflels  of  gold  and  filver,  fine  palaces,  &c.  the  conqucft  of  which  country  was  gradually 
carried  on,  to  the  vaft  emolument  of  the  firft  conquerors,  and  the  perpetual  advantage  of  the 
Spanifh  court. 

About  thefe  times,  there  were  many  new  and  unufual  things  brought  into  England  of  eat- 
ables and  drinkables,  &c.  fome  of  which  occafioned  the  following  rhyme  : 

^  •*  (r.)  turkeys,  (2,)  carp^  (3.)  hops,  (4.)  piccarel,  and  (|.)  beer, 

"  Came  into  England  all  in  one  year/* 

Another  diftich  of  our  writers,  under  the  year  1546,  runs  thus : 
"  Hops,  reformation,  bays  and  beer 


♦*  Came  into  England  all  in  one  year. 


*9 


(I.)  Turkies,  or  guinea  cocks,  as  then  called  by  ibme,  and  by  others  Indian  fowls,  were  faid 
to  have  been  firft  brought  into  England  in  this  fifteenth  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  which, 
though  a  tender  fpecies  of  fowl,  have  fince  multiplied  exceedingly. 

(2.)  The  filh,  named  carp,  was  brought  hither  alfo  about  the  fame  time,  and  have  fince  be- 
come very  common,  not  only  in  ponds  but  in  many  rivers :  Suffex  is  more  efpecially  famous  for 
the  beft.  The  anonymous  author  of  a  work,  termed  Englifh  Worthies  in  Church  and  State, 
oftavo,  1684,  fays,  ''  That  Leonard  Mafcal,  of  Plumfted  in  Suffex,  was  the  firft  who  brought 
*«  over  into  England,  from  beyond  fea,  carps  and  pippins,  about  the  fifth  year  of  King  Henry 
*•  Eight,  or  1514." 

(3.)  Hops  came  from  Artois  in  the  Netherlands,  /.  e.  the  ufe  of  them  in  malt  liquor,  which 
fome  fay,  though  untruly,  firft  gave  that  liquor  the  name  of  (5.)  beer,  as  diftinguifhcd  from 
the  ancient  and  fofter  malt  liquor  called  ale :  yet  we  have  elfewhere  obferved,  that  beer,  as  a 
malt  liquor,  was  long  before  known  and  ufed  by  that  name. 

(4.)  Piccarel  is  a  name  we  do  not  very  well  underftand ;  fince  we  can  find  no  other  meaning 
of  the  word  but  that  of  young  pike,  which,  it  is  faid,  was  always  an  Englifh  pond  fifli ;  this 
therefore  is  probably  a  miftake  in  the  tranfcribers. 

Several  other  kinds  of  fruits  and  plants  were  firft  cultivated  in  England  about  this  time  ; 
foch  as  apricots  and  mufk-melons,  though  others  make  both  of  them  to  have  been  introduced 
much  later,  viz.  the  former  in  the  year  1578,  and  the  melon  feeds  not  till  King  James  Firft's 
time,  from  Italy.  The  large  fine  pale  gooft)erry  was  brought  hither  alfo  from  Flanders  about 
this  time,  with  faUds,  garden  roots,  cabbages,  &c.  as  elfewhere  related. — See  the  prefent 
ftate  of  England,  in  the  year  1683,  part.  iii.  p.  258. 
1525  In  the  fourteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  48,  &c.  there  is  a  treaty  of  alliance  concluded 
between  King  Henry  VIII.  of  England  and  the  Queen  Regent  of  France;  the  immediate 
objeft  of  which  was  the  fetting  King  Francis  I.  at  liberty,  he  being  tlien  a  prifoner  in  Spain 
ever  fince  the  battle  of  Pavia.  King  Henry  to  have  two  millions  of  gold  crowns^  of  thirty-five 
fols  tournois  each,  in  forty  gradual  payments,  being  in  confideration  of  the  arrears  due  to 
Henry  from  Francis,  on  the  million  of  crowns  ftipulated  to  be  paid  to  him  by  the  treaty  of 
1515*  and  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns  for  the  city  and  territoty  of  Tournay,  by  the  treaty 
of  1518  ;  which  kind  of  ftipulations  were  too  often  indifferently  obferved.  For  the  perform- 
ance of  thofe  payments,  many  great  Lords  of  France  were  now  bound  to  Henry,  under  their 
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1525  hand  and  feal,  in  all  their  eftates  real  and  perfonal,  as  were  alfo  the  principal  cities  of  France* 

(primaria  dvhates)  viz.  Paris,  Lyons,  Orleans,  Tholoufe,  Amiens,  Rouen,  Bourdeaux, 
Tours,  and  Rheims.  They  alfo  concluded  a  treaty  concerning  depredations,  the  fame  in  fub- 
ftance  with  a  preceding  one  already  exhibited. — See  p.  70,  of  the  fame  volume  of  the  Foedera. 
Sebaftian  Cabot,  or  Gabota,  formerly  employed  by  King  Henry  VII.  of  England,  but 
now  employed  in  Spain  as  chief  pilot,  inftead  of  going  to  the  Moluccas,  as  firft  deiigned,  fails 
a  great  way  up  the  vaft  river  De  la  Plata,  and  found  the  country  of  Paraguay  fo  inviting,  that 
he  built  feveral  forts  in  it,  and  foon  after  that  country  was  planted  by  Spain. 

The  Hans-towns  were  ftill  fo  powerful,  that,  in  this  year  1525,  Frederick  I.  King  of  Den- 
mark, was  induced  to  defire  an  union  with  tliem,  being  feconded  in  that  meafure  by  the  Great 
Maftcr  of  Pruffia. 

And  if  PufFendorf 's  Hiftory  of  Sweden  is  to  be  relied  on,  even  the  Lubcckcrs  alone  fancied 
themfelves  fo  far  mailers  of  the  northern  kingdoms,  that  they  had  already  fold  Denmark  to 
Henry  VI 1 1.  King  of  England,  who  had  actually  advanced  to  them  twenty-thoufand  crowns 
on  this  account ;  but,  it  feems,  he  wifely  put  off  the  payment  of  the  remainder^  till  tliey 
ihould  aflually  perform  their  engagement. 

Moreover,  ICing  Guftavus  Ericklbn  of  Sweden,  about  this  time,  agreed  with  Frederick  I. 
of  Denmark,  to  refer  their  differences  about  the  ifle  of  Gothland  and  the  province  of  Blekinga, 
&c.  to  the  fix  following  Hans-towns,  viz.  Lubeck,  Hamburgh,  Dantzick,  Roftock,  Wifmar, 
and  Lunenburg ;  between  which  towns  and  thefe  two  Kings  an  alliance  was  made  againft  the 
expelled  King  Chriftian  11.  who  claimed  all  the  three  northern  crowns  ;  by  which  alliance  a 
final  period  was  put  to  the  union  of  thefe  three  kingdoms  ;  which  union,  the  Swedes  alleged, 
had  ever  been  prejudicial  to  them,  but  beneficial  to  Denmark,  who,  whiHl  they  commanded 
in  Sweden,  lived  like  opulent  lords ;  whereas,  the  native  Swedes,  fays  Puffendorf,  were  flaves 
and  beggars. 

Although  the  following  treatife  of  geography  was  not,  perhaps,  the  firft  getveral  one  of  the 
kind,  fince  the  revival  of  learning,  yet  it  is,  without  doubt,  a  very  old  one :  it  is  a  Latin 
work,  in  folio,  printed  at  Strafburg,  (jirgentoragi  for  jfrgentoratsj  in  the  year  1525,  intitled, 
^*  Claudii  Ptolomsei  Greographicas  Enarrationis  Libri  odo.  Bilibaldo  Pirckeymhero  Inter- 
<*  prete.  Annotationes  Joannis  de  RegioneK:»nte  in  Errores  commiffos  a  J»x)bo  Angelo,  in 
"  TranQationc  fua." 

After  this  autlior  has  exhibited  Pt<^my*s  maps,  tables,  &c.  he  gives  va  a  new  fet  of  maps 
of  his  own  compofing,  on  wretched  wooden  plates,  according  to  the  modern  difcoveries  of 
that  period. 

I.  It  appears,  that  by  means  of  the  Portuguefe  difcoveries,  the  charts  of  die  ao2&s  of  Africa, 
Arabia,  Perfia,  and  India  are  tolerably  correft  for  that  early  period. 

II.  With  refped  to  China,  to  which  the  Portuguefe  had  not  as  yet  given  that  more  modem 
name,  and  which  he,  after  the  old  authors  of  the  thirteenth  century,  ftiks  Cathay,  almoft  all 
that  he  feemed  to  know  of  it  is,  that  it  was  to  be  failed  to  from  India. 

IIL  He  calls  America,  **  Terra  mva^  invents  per  Chrl/Upbwrum  Columbum^^*  L  r.  the  new 
land  found  out  by  Columbus ;  which  feems  to  be  all  that  he  knew  of  it.    But 

IV.  His  map  or  chart  of  what  he  calls  die  Mare  Camg^htwH,  together  with  the  countries  of 
Penmark,  Norway,  and  Sweden,  is  miierably  erroneous,  as  is  alfo  that  of  the  Baltic  Sea. 
And  between  Greenland  and  Norway -Lapland,  inftead  of  an  open  fea  he  nrakes  a  great  bay, 
which  terminates  at  a  fabulous  ridge  of  mountains^  like  tho&  of  Ptolemy,  Sec. 

V.  In 
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1^25  V.  In  one  of  his  maps,  he  makes  England  and  Scotland  two  difFcrcnt  ifles,  and  in  Another 
but  one  ifle,  though  extremely  erroneous  in  figure,  &c.  Other  parts  of  the  world  are  de- 
fcribcd  in  the  fame  erroneous  manner.  This  is  enough  to  (hew  the  infant  ftate  of  cofmogra- 
pbical  knowledge  at  that  time. 

About  this  time,  Kitig  Henry  VIII.  at  a  great  expence,  erefted  the  pier  of  Dorer  harbour, 
which  had  been  an  ancient  Roman  port,  by  the  name  of  Dubris.  Being  afterwards  decayed, 
it  was  repaired  by  Queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  both  the  pier  and  the  harbour  have  fince,  at  many 
different  periods,  been,  with  very  great  charge,  repaired  and  enlarged.  Dover  was  anciently 
a  flourifhing  town,  and  had  feven  parilh  churches,  which  have  fmce been  reduced  to  two; 
which  circumftance  was  partly  occafioned  by  the  lofs  of  Calais,  and  partly  by  the  fupprelfion 
of  pilgrimages  and  monafteries;  (which  is  alfo  the  cafe  of  the  anciently  famous  city  of  Can- 
tcrbury)  and  partly  alfo  by  the  decay  of  its  harbour :  yet  Dover  has  fince,  in  feme  meafure, 
recovered  its  former  profperity,  and  its  harbour  is  one  of  the  beft  dry  harbours  in  England. 

Nothing  material  of  difcovery  had  been  made  from  England  fince  Cabot*s  voyage  to  the 
coafts  of  America,  in  the  year  1496.  In  this  year  1525,  King  Henry  VIII.  fent  out  two 
fliips  towards  the  fame  coafts,  one  of  which  was  caft  away  ia  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  and 
the  other  returned  home  the  fame  year  without  any  material  difcovery^  There  are  fome  who 
place  this  attempt  under  the  year  1527,  and  particularly  Hakluyt,  in  vol.  iH.  p.  129.  This 
voyage  is  probably  the  fame  with  that  which  one  Robert  Thorn  recommended  to  King  Henry,, 
for  a  north-weft  pa^ge  to  the  Moluccas. 

We  Ihall  clofe  this  year  with  fome  account  of  a  period  being  put  to  the  once  famous  mer- 
cantile, as  well  as  religious  republic  of  the  Teutonic  Order  in  Pruflia,  after  it  had  exiftcd 
about  three  hundred  years.  About  one  hundred  years  prior  to  this  time,  viz.  in  the  year 
1410,  they  had  received  fo  terrible  an  overthrow  in  the  battle  againft  the  Poles  and  Lithuani- 
ans, as  very  much  weakened  them,  fince,  according  to  Thuanus,  lib.  v.  they  loft  no  lefs  thaa 
fifty  thoufand  men.  King  Cafimir  IV.  of  Poland,  who  came  to  that  crown  in  the  year  1444, 
and  died  in  1492,  was  the  means  of  further  enervating  that  Order,  by  bringing  about  a  revolt 
of  many  of  their  towns  and  caftles  to  the  Poles ;  and  he  at  length  reduced  them  to  fuch  diftrefs, 
as  obliged  them  to  agree,  that,  for  the  future,  every  Great  Mafter  of  that  Order  fhould,  with- 
in fix  months  after  his  eleftion,  come  to  the  King  of  Poland  in  perfon,  and  take  an  oath  to 
him  as  his  fuperior  liege  Lord.  Yet  even  after  that,  both  Frederick  of  Saxony,  and  Albert  of 
Brandenburg,  (Great  Mafters)  difputed  that  Icrvile  fubmiflion ;  and  the  German  Emperors 
and  Imperial  Diet,  of  which  empire  they  had  ever  been  deemed  a  fief,  made  fome  feint  but 
fruitlefs  efforts  to  refcuc  them  from  Polifh  vaflalage.  At  length,  Albert,  Marquis  of  Branden- 
burg, Grand  Mafter,  who  was  fitter's  fon  to  Sigifmund  I.  King  of  Poland,  after  ftruggling 
hard  for  independence,  and  finding  that  the  empire  was  negligent  of  this  their  noble  and  an- 
cient fief,,  id^idc  a  treaty  with  his  uncle.  King  Sigifmund,  whereby  he  renounced  the  title  and 
vows  of  Great  Mafter,  (the  laft  being  inconfiftent  with  his  becoming  a  proteftant  at  this  time, 
fays  Thuanus,  lib  i.)  and  affumed  the  new  title  of  Duke  of  Pruflia,  thereby  made  hereditary 
in  his  Houfe,  which  enjoys  the  fame  to  this  day,  with  the  fuperior  title  of  a  kingdom.  The 
royal  author  of  the  late  Memoirs  of  the  Houfe  of  Brandenburg  fays,  that  King  Sigifmund  I. 
made  it  a  condition  with  his  faid  nephew  to  do  homage  for  his  dukedom  to  the  crown  of  Po- 
land. Yet  thii-new  dntchy,  and  newer  kingdom,  is  but  a  part  of  the  whole  country  of 
Pruflia,  being  only  that  portion  of  it  which  lies  furtheft  from  Germany ;  and  with  rcfpeft  to 
the  other  part  of  Pruflia,  which  lies  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Viftula,  we  have  fecn,  that,  under 
t  the 
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1525  the  year  147 1,  it  was  then  conquered  and  annexed  to  Poland,  with  the  title  of  Royal  Pruflia, 
by  King  Cafimir  IV  When  thofe  German  Knights  firft  comraenced  the  conqueft  of  Pruffia. 
it  was  merely  through  a  pretended  religious  zeal,  all  the  inhabitants  being  then  Pagans;  but, 
allured  and  puffed  up  with  their  fuccefsful  conquefts,  they  afterward  found  pretexts  to  make 
war  on  theirneighbours  of  Poland,  &c.  though  Chriftians,  whi*ch,  in  the  end,  brought  abo"ut 
their  fall. 

1526  According  to  Lord  Herbert's  hiftory  of  King  Henry  VIII.  that  King  now  firft  raifcd  his 
gold  from  forty  fhillings  to  forty-four  fhillings  per  ounce,  and  his  filver  from  three  fhlUings 
and  four-pence  to  three  (hillings  and  eight-pence  per  ounce.  Hill  preferving  the  former  pro- 
portion between  thofe  two  metals  of  twelve  to  one.  **  The  benefit  of  this  raifing  of  bullion,'* 
fays  his  Lordfhip,  ''  was  very  fiidden  and  great,  by  bringing  back  to  us  from  the  Netherlands 
**  great  quantities  of  our  gold  coins,  which,  by  the  low  price  here,  the  fubtle  F'leraings  were 
•*  enabled  to  draw  from  us.  So  our  King,  in  two  months  after,  further  raifed  the  price  0/ 
*'  both  metals  one-fortyfourth  part  more,  viz.  the  ounce  of  gold  to  forty-five  (hillings,  and 
*'  the  ounce  of  filver  to  thirty-nine  (hillings  and  nine -pence,  dill  keeping  to  the  proportion  of 
**  twelve  to  one." 

In  this  fame  year  was  the  famous  treaty  of  Madrid  made  between  the  Emperor  Charles  V. 
and  King  Francis  I.  of  France,  then  his  prifoner.  It  is  placed  in  the  fourteenth  volume  of 
the  Foedera,  p.  308  to  326,  under  the  year  1529,  by  miftake.  What  merely  relates  to  com- 
merce, amongft  the  hard  articles  which  the  captive  King  was  obliged  to  agree  to,  is  in  fub- 
(lance  as  follows : 

"  I.  That  only  the  ancient  cuftoms  and  duties  on  merchandize  (hould  be  paid,  annulling 
**  the  new  impofts  laid  on  within  twenty  years  paft  on  either  fide,  and  particularly  thofe  on 
*'  wines  and  fait. 

"  II.  That  the  prohibitions  by  France,  that  the  woollen  clotlis  made  in  Catalonia,  Rouflil- 
**  Ion,  Sardinia,  and  other  parts  of  the  kingdom  of  Arragon,  (liould  not  be  brought  into 
^^  **  France,  be  repealed  fo  far,  as  that  the  faid  cloths,  and  likewife  other  Arragon  merchandize, 
"  may  be  freely  carried  into  France,  either  by  land  or  fea,  yet  not  to  be  fold  there,  but  mere- 
**  ly  in  order  to  their  being  carried  through  France  into  other  countries,  whereby  the  many 
"  hazards  of  a  long  fea  carriage  may  be  faved." 

Thus  we  fee,  that  Spain,  in  thofe  times,  had  a  woollen  cloth  manufafture,  before  the  trea- 
furcs  from  Mexico  and  Peru  had  poured  in  amongft  them  in  fuch  vaft  abundance  as  to  have 
made  them  quite  negleft  fuch  a  valuable  branch  of  commerce. 

It  appears  from  Hakluyt's  fecond  volume,  p.  3,  **  That  not  only  now,  but  for  fome  time 
**  before,  certain  merchants  of  Briftol  city  did,  by  the  Ihips  of  St.  Lucar  in  Spain,  trade  to  the 
"  Canary  Ifles,  fending  thither  cloath,  foap,  &c.  and  returning  with  dyin^  drugs,  fugar,  and 
^*  kid  (kins  ;  and  that  they  alfo  fent  thither  their  faftors  from  Spain." 

In  p.  4,  ibid,  this  author  obferves,  as  we  have  elfewhere  done,  that  the  Spaniards  firft  plant- 
ed vines  and  fugar  canes  in  the  Canaries,  as  tl>e  Portuguefe  alfo  did  in  Madeira;  but  it  is  to 
be  prefuraed,  that  they  had  not  as  yet  got  wine  enough  for  exportation  at  thofe  ifles.  He 
adds,  that  at  Palma,  one  of  the  Canary  Ifles,  he  was  well  informed  they  had  twelve  fugar- 
houfes,  called  ingcniosy  as  the  Spaniards  ftill  name  fuch  places,  in  which  they  made  great  -quan- 
tities of  good  fugar  produced  there. 
1.527  In"  volume  fourteenth,  p.  218,  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  a  treaty  of  perpetual  peace  conclud- 
ed between  King  Henry  VIII.  of  England  and  King  Francis  I.  of  France,  wherein  the  latter 
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1527  obliges  himfclf  to  pay  Henry  a  perpetual  annuity  of  fifty  thoufand  crowns  ;  and  alfo  as  much 
fait  of  Brouage  in  Saintonge  annually,  as  (hould  amount  to  fifteen  thoufand  crowns  more 
yearly,  to  be  delivered  on  the  place  to  fuch  as  King  Henry  fhould  irapower  to  receive  it. 

To  the  performance  of  which  treaty,  were  again  bound,  agreeable  to  the  ufage  of  thofc 
times,  many  great  lords  of  both  countries  and  alfo  the  French  cities  mentioned  in  a  former 
treaty,  in  the  year  1525  ;  and  for  King  Henry  the  under-named  Englifti  cities  and  towns, 
Tiz.  London,  York,  Canterbury,  Norwich,  Coventry,  Winchcftcr,  Exeter,  Salifbury,  Lin- 
■coin.  Wells,  Hereford,  Chichefter,  and  Chcfter. 

Francis  ftood  in  great  need  of  Henry's  friendfliip,  at  this  time,  againft  die  ambitious  fchemcs 
of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.— he  was  thcrpfore  extremely  liberal  of  his  promifcs  to  Henry, 
more  efpccially  as  the  latter  was,  now  adtually  making  large  monthly  payments,  for  fupporting 
the  war  in  Italy  againft  the  Emperor. 

One  Simon  Fi(h,  of  Gray's  Inn,  in  his  trcatife,  called,  A  Supplication  of  the  Beggars  to 
the  King,  rCprefcnts  the  number  of  lepers  and  poor  to  be  fo  much  increafed,  that  all  the  alms 
of  the  realm  were  not  fufficient  t©  relieve  them,  occafioned,  fays  he,  **  by  counterfeit  holy 
^'  beggars,  who  have  got  into  their  hands  more  than  a  third  part  of  the  realm  ;-^the  goodlieft 
lordfhips  and  manors  are  theirs,  befides  the  tythes,  oblations,  mortuaries,  ?tc." — But  his  com- 
putations in  political  arithmetic  arc  extremely  erroneous ;  for  inftancc,  he  fays,  "  there  are 
*«  fifty-two  thoufand  parifhes  in  England,  and  ten  houftiolds  to  each  parifh,  in  all  five  hun- 
**  dred  and  twenty  thoufand  houfliolds  : — that  every  one  of  the  five  orders  of  friars  received  a 
**  penny  a  quarter,  and  twenty  pence  yearly  from  each  houfliojd  ;  fo,'*  fays  he,  **  though  thefe 
"  friars  be  not  the  four  hundredth  perfon  in  the  realm,  they  neverthelefs  had  half  its  profits." 

It  was,  even  long  after  this  time,  a  queftion  whether  the  precife  number  of  the  pariflies  of 
England  was  known. 

I.  Their  number,  in  King  Edward  the  Firft's  valuation,  as  appears  from  the  manufcript 
copy  in  the  Bodleian  library,  was  about  eight  thoufand  nine  hundred,  without  including  cha- 
pels, many  of  which  have  fince  been  erefted  into  parifhes. 

II.  According  to  the  valuation  in  the  King's  books,  in  the  time  of  King  Henry  VIII.  the 
number  of  parifhes  was  confiderably  above  nine  thoufand. 

III.  Yet  even  in  our  days,  it  is  not  aftually  fettled  whether  there  be  quite  ten  thoufand  pa- 
Tilhes  in  England  and  Wales  :  if  then  the  number  of  parifhes  remains  ftill  uncertain,  it  can- 
not be  wondered  at  that  the  exaft  number  of  our  whole  people  is  not  exaftly  known.  Ac- 
cordingly, we  find  many  various,  and  fome  not  a  little  extravagant  computations  on  this 
fubjcft,  of  which  our  Preface  has  taken  notice  :  but  without  taking  any  further  cognizance  of 
fuch  conjeftures,  it  may  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that,  from  many  various  reafonings,  there 
may  probably  be  above  feven  million  of  fouls  in  England  at  this  time.  Lord  Chief  Juftice ' 
Hale,  in  his  Primitive  Origination  of  Mankind,  written  about  ninety  years  ago,  makes  them 
to  be  at  leaft  fix  million,  and  fubjoins,  *'  That  nothing  can  be  clearer  than  the  gradual  in- 
•*  creafc  of  mankind,  to  be  fcen  by  the  curious  obfervations  on  the  bills  of  mortality."  His 
lordfhip  alfo  makes  an  elaborate  comparifon  between  the  number  of  people  in  Glocefterfhire, 
with  which  county  he  was  well  acquainted,  at  the  time  of  making  Doomfday  Book  by  Wil- 
liam the  Conqueror,  and  the  then  prcfent  time  ;  and  he  thinks  them  at  Icaft  twenty  times  as 
many  as  they  were  at  the  former  period,  by  reafof!  of  the  vaft  increafe  of  the  people  in  the 
towns  and  villages  then  in  being,  as  well  as  of  the  great  number  of  towns,  villages,  kc,  now 
cxifling,  which  are  not  named  in  that  famous  book.     Yet  though  this  may  poflibly  be  true  of 
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1527  Gloccfterlhire,  the  fame  proportion  cannot  poflibly  be  fuppofed  to  hold  in  other  counties ;  and 
it  may  even  be  well,  if  the  number  of  people  at  the  Norman  conqueft,  which  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  two  millions,  be  at  tliis  time  encreafcd,  in  feven  centuries,  to  much  more  thaa 
three  and  an  half  times  that  number,  or  between  feven  and  eight  millions  of  people. 

My  Lord  Herbert  fays,  that  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  propofed  to  King  Henry  VIII.  z 
treaty  for  felling  to  him  his  claim  to  the  Molucca  or  Spice  iflands,  from  no  other  motive,  pro- 
bably, but  a  view  of  drawing  him  over  from  the  fide  of  France  ;  fince  we  hear  nothing  further 
about  it  afterwards  ;  and  we  have  elfewhere  obfcrved,  that  he  refigned  all  his  pretenfions  to 
thofe  iflands  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  ducats,  borrowed  of  the  crown  of  Portugal, 
his  own  title  to  them  not  being  founded  on  a  juft  pretenfion. 

Spain  now  fends  out  Narvaez  with  a  defign,  the  firft  time,  to  make  a  fettlcment  in  North 
America,  with  five  fliips  and  four  hundred  men,  for  the  conqueft  of  Florida  ;  but  finding  no 
gold,  and  much  hardfhip,  with  the  lofs  of  (hips  and  men,  the  remainder  got  from  the  North 
Sea  to  New  Spain,  after  living  among  the  Indians  nine  years,  and  travelling  two  hundred 
leagues  ;  at  length  only  three  of  them  returned  alive  to  Old  Spain. 
1528  In  the  fourteenth  volume,  p.  258,  of  the  Foedera,  there  is  a  truce,  between  the  Emperor, 
France,  and  England,  prolonged  for  eight  months  to  come  ;  and  not  only  the  mutual  freedom 
of  fifhing  on  the  feas  is  hereby  ftipulated,  but  alfo  the  commerce  between  England  and  the 
Netherlands  was  to  be  abfolutely  free  and  undifturbcd  for  this  and  all  fubfequent  continuations 
of  the  truce  ;  and  moreover,  it  was  agreed  that  the  freedom  of  commerce  Ihould  extend  to  the 
Mediterranean  Sea,  as  well  as  to  the  feas  furrounding  the  Britilh  ifles. 

Until  now  the  dominions  of  the  Bifhop  of  Utrecht  were  of  great  extent,  comprehending 
Utrecht,  Groningen,  and  part  of  Friefland,  &c.  But  this  year  being  expelled  by  his  fubjefts, 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.  took  him  under  his  proteftion,  and  expelled  the  Gueldrians,  who  had 
aided  thofe  of  Utrecht,  and  had  taken  the  Hague  and  other  towns  :  yet  the  condition  of  this 
crafty  Emperor's  reftoration  of  that  Prelate,  was,  his  refigning  to  him  for  ever  all]  his  tem- 
poral jurifdiftion  over  his  territories,  which  was  a  confiderable  acceflion  of  dominion  to  that 
Emperor. 

At  this  time,  in  the  wars  of  Italy  between  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  Francis  I.  of 
France,  the  Imperialifts,  commanded  by  Andrea  Doria,  took  Genoa  from  the  French  ;  and, 
by  virtue  of  his  agreement  with  the  Emperor,  Doria,  to  his  immortal  honour,  reftorcd  his 
native  country  of  Genoa  to  that  liberty,  and  form  of  government,  which  it  has  enjoyed  to 
the  prefent  time,  inftead  of  imitating  the  Medici  Family  at  Florence,  as  he  might  cafily  have 
done. 

A  war  being  likely  "to  break  out  between  England  and  the  Emperor,  (King  Henry  VIII. 
having  at  this  time  entered  into  engagements  with  France)  Lord  Herbert  thereupon  remarks^ 
*'  that  our  merchants,  who  ufed  not  then  the  trade  to  the  many  northern  and  remote  countries 
**  they  now  frequent,  forcfceing  the  confequence  of  thofe  wars,  refufed  to  buy  the  cloths  that 
**  were  brought  to  Blackwell  Hall  in  London ;  whereupon  the  clothiers,  fpinners,  and  card- 
**  ers  in  many  Ihires  in  England  began  to  mutiny  :  for  appcafing  whereof,  the  Cardinal  Mi- 
"  nifter  commands  our  merchants  to  take  off^  thofe  cloths  at  a  reafonable  price  from  the  poor 
•*  men's  hands,  threatening,  otherwife,  that  the  King  himfelf  fliould  buy  them,  and  fell  them 
•*  to  ftrangcrs ;  but  the  fullen  merdhants,  little  moved  herewith,  faid  they  had  no  reafon  to 
**  buy  commodities  they  knew  not  how  to  vend  :  therefore,  whatfoever  was  propofed  for  fta- 
**  pies  at  Calais,  or  at  Abbeville,"  (the  Englilh  ftaple  being  then  at  Antwerp)   **  our  mer- 
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1528  **  chants  did  not,  or  at  leafl:  would  not  underftand  it.  But  this  difcontentment  aid  equally 
**  extend  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Low  Countries,  and  efpecially  to  thofe  of  Antwerp,  where 
"  the  chief  mart  was/' 

This  matter,  however,  blew  over  for  that  time ;  yet  this  relation  plainly  fliews,  that  our 
commerce  to  the  Netherlands  was  the  moft  important  one  we  then  poflefled. 

1^529  Cortes,  the  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  having  fent  Saavedra  with  three  (hips  from  New  Spain,  for 
finding  a  paflage  that  way  to  the  Moluccas  or  Spice  Iflands,  one  of  the  fliips  got  fafe  thither, 
and  returned  the  fame  way  back  to  Panama  in  the  year  1529,  laden  with  the  fpiccs  of  thofo 
iflands. — This  voyage  prepared  the  way  for  the  Spaniards  pofleffing  themfclves  of  the  Philip- 
pine Iflcs  in  the  Indian  Seas,  which  they  hold  to  this  time. 

The  rapid  progrefs  of  the  Turks  in  Hungary,  by  Solyman  the  Magnificent,  encouraged  that 
daring  monarch  to  approach  Vienna,  which  he  ventured  to  befiege  in  the  year  1529  ;  but  here 
he  met  with  a  great  overthrow,  with  the  lofs  of  eighty  thoufand  of  his  army,  and  was  forced 
to  raife  that  fiege  with  great  precipitation. 

1530  The  catalogue  of  goods  reftored  in  the  year  1530,  by  King  Henry  VIIL  to  his  favourite, 
Cardinal  Wolfey,  after  he  had  been  condemned  to  forfeit  all  his  real  and  perfonat  eftate, 
is  to  be  found,  with  their  valuation,  though  probably  much  undervalued,  in  the  fourteenth 
volume  of  the  Fcedera,  p.  375,  viz. 

Silver  plate,  at  three  fliillings  and  eight  pence  per  ounce,  (of  which  there  were  nine  thou- 
fand five  hundred  and  fixty-fivc  ounces  and  three-quarters).  One  thoufand  ling,  valued  at 
fifty  pounds,  which  is  one  Ihilling  each.  Eight  hundred  cod,  valued  at  forty  pounds,  the 
like.  Eighty  horfes,  with  their  furniture,  valued  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  or  one 
pound  feventeen  fliillings  and  fix  pence  each.  Four  mules  for  the  faddle,  with  furniture,  va- 
lued at  fixty  pounds,  or  fifteen  pounds  each.  Six  mules  for  carriage,  valued  at  forty  pounds, 
or  fix  pounds  thirteen  fliillings  and  four  pence  each.  Sixty-two  oxen,  valued  at  eighty  pounds, 
or  one  pound  five  fliillings  and  nine  pence  three  farthings  each.  Eighty  flieep,  valued  at  twelve 
pounds,  or  three  fliillings  each. 

We  may  obferve,  that  this  was  only  what  the  King  thought  proper  to  reftore  him,  together 
with  three  thoufand  pounds  in  ready  money,  which  was  equal  to  four  thoufand  five  hundred 
in  our  time  ;  and  that,  in  ail  probability,  there  was  much  more  of  his  immenfe  riches  kept  by 
the  King.  It  is  faid,  that,  of  fine  Holland  linen  alone,  there  were  found  in  his  houfe  a 
thoufand  pieces  :  and  one  may  judge  of  the  reft  by  this  pattern,  (fays  Rapin).  Mr.  Keyfler, 
in  the  Englifti  Tranflation  of  his  Travels  in  the  years  1729  and  1730,  aflerts,  that,  two 
hundred  years  before,  one  dollar  would  go  as  far  as  ten  would  do  in  his  time.  That  might 
poffibly  be  fo  in  his  country  of  Germany,  but  the  proportional  difference  was  not  fo  great  in 
England,  France,  and  the  Netherlands  ;  for  he  did  not  confider  that  a  pound  or  livre,-  two 
hundred  years  before,  contained  much  more  filver  (and  poflibly  alfo  his  dollar)  than  in  our 
times ;  that  being  the  only  juft  rule  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  rate  of  living  at  the  two  diftindt 
periods. 

It  may  not  be  here  improper  to  take  notice  of  an  aft  of  ParHament  of  this  twenty^firft  year 
of  Henry  VIIL  cap.  xii.  for  regulating  of  rope-making  in  the  town  of  Bridport,  (therein  al- 
ways n?med  Burport)  in  Dorfetftiire.  It  fets  forth,  *•  That  whereas,  the  people  of  that  town 
**  have,  outx)f  time  that  no  man's  mind  is  to  the  contrary,  ufed  to  make  moft  part  of  all  the 
*'  great  cables,  hawfers,  ropes,  and  all  other  tackling,  as  well  for  your  royal  fliips  and  navy, 
*'  as  for  the  moft  part  of  all  other  fliips  within  this  realm,  by  reafon  whereof  your  faid  town 
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1530  '*  ^vas  right  well  maintained,  &c.*' — Then  comes  the  grievances,  viz.  *'  That  the  people  of  tber 
**  adjacent  parts  to  this  town  have  fct  np  rope-making,  and  make  flight  goods,  whereby'* 
fays  this  aft,  "  the  prices  of  the  faid  cables,  &:c.  are  greatly  enhanced:" — (a  very  odd  reafon 
truly  for  enhancing  a  commodity !  In  feveral  other  afts  of  Parliament  of  old,  wc  find  the 
pewterers,  clothworkers,  &c.  companies  of  London,  ^nd  other  towns,  in  their  complaints  a- 
gainft  non-freemen,  among  other  things  confidently  afferting,  **  that  a  multiplicity  of  artifts^ 
**  caufes  the  enhancing  of  the  price  ;"  tlie  contrary  of  which  is  long  fince  known  to  be  inva- 
riably true.  Neither  is  the  other  accufation  againft  a  multiplicity  of  workmen  alwaya  true, 
viz.  that  of  making  flighter  goods,  fince  fuch  a  multiplicity  will  as  often,  ftrive  to  excel  in. 
goodnefs  and  ingenuity  as  in  cheapnefs) — "  and  your  faid  town  or  borough,  by  means  where- 
*'  of,  is  like  to  be  utterly  decayed." — This  was  probably  true,  and  perhaps  the  only  ground 
for  procuring  this  law. — For  remedy  whereof  it  was  enafted, 

I.  *'  That  all  hemp  growing  within  five  miles  of  Bridport,  (haH  be  fold  no  where  but  ia 
**  that  town. 

II.  **  No  pcrfons,  other  than  fuch  as  fliall  dwell  and  inhabit  the  faid  town,  fliall  make,  out 
**  of  the  faid  town,  any  cables,  hawfers,  &c.  made  of  hemp,  in  any  other  place  or  places. 
*'  within  the  faid  diftance  of  five  miles  from  the  faid  town.'^ 

This  law  is  but  too  palpable  a  confirmation  of  what  we  have  elfewhere  remarked,  that  the 
preambles  to  many  afts  of  ParHament,  and  alfo  very  often  the  reafons  affigncd  for  particular 
claufes,  are  by  no  means  to  be  relied  on,  in  point  of  juft  and  true  reafoning. 

In  this  fame  year  1530,  the  city  of  London  obtained  a  decree  of  the  Star  Chamber,  wherein 
it  is  reprefented, 

I.  "  That  the  realm  is  over-run  with  foreign  manufaftures^. 

II.  "  That  foreigners  export  bacon,  cheefe,  powdered  beef,  mutton,  &c.  whereby  great 
**  portions  of  corn,  viftual,  &c.  grown  and  bred  within  the  realm  are  confumed." 

Thcfe  are  fuch  'grievous  accufation&  as  would  generally  be  deemed  bicffings  in  our  days* 
*'  Thus"  iays  a  reverend  and  learned  modern  writer  (Dr.  Tucker)  on  this  fubjeft,  to  whom 
wc  are  indebted  for  this  decree,  **  did  the  monopolizing  focieties,  in  thofe  infant  days  of  com* 
'*  mercc,  impofe  on  the  legiflature,  not  then  judges  of  commerce.  And  by  fuch  means,  fo- 
"  reigners,  being  greatly  difcouraged,  withdrew  from  us,  and  with  them  many  of  our  owa 
"  manufaftures  ;  infomuch  that  our  woollen  manufaftures  very  much  declined,  and  foreign. 
*'  cloth  was  fold  cheaper  than  our  own,  by  means  of  thofe  monopolizing  laws  ;  the  nation 
*'  grew  thinner  of  people,  and  provifions  not  felling  fo  well,  the  gentlemen  turned  much  land 
*'  into  fliecp-walks,  for  fupplying  the  Netherlands  with  wool." 

In  an  aft  of  ParHament  of  this  fame  year,  cap.  xiii.  intitled,  "  Spiritual  Perfons  abridged 
**  from  having  Pluralities  of  Livings,  and  from  taking  of  Ferms,  &c."  there  is  the  following 
claufe,  "  And  be  it  enafted,  that  if  any  perfon,  having  one  benefice  with  cure  of  foul,  being 
**  of  the  yearly  value  of  eight  pounds  or  above,  accept  and  take  any  other,  with  cure  of  foul, 
««  — that  then,  and  immediately  after  fuch  pofleflion  had  thereof,  the  firft  benefice  Ihall  be 
**  judged  in  the  law  to  be  void.  And  it  fhall  be  lawful  to  every  Patron,  having  the  advowfon 
**  thereof,  to  prefent  another ;  and  the  prefentee  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  fame,  in  fuch  man- 
**  ner  and  form  as  though  the  incumbent  had  died  or  refigned." 

Now  although  clergymen,  in  thofe  times,  were  all  fingle  perfons,  it  muft  be  allowed  that 
forty  pounds  of  our  money  is  but  barely,  and  indeed  hardly,  fufficient  to  keep  a  fingle  man 
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1530  with  decency  ;  for  the  rate  or  proportion  of  living  appears  then  to  have  been  near  about  five 
times  cheaper  than  in  our  days,  when  vre  confider  the  before  mentioned  valuation  of  Cardinal 
Wolfey's  cattle  ; — though  this  clergyman's  eight  pounds  was  ftill  equal  to  twelve  pounds  of 
our  filver  coin. 

This  year  1530  is  alfo  memorable  for  the  re-eftablilhment  of  the  Medici  Family  as  fove- 
reigns  in  Florence;  which  city  being  taken  by  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth's  army,  after 
an  obftmate  refiftance,  the  Florentines,  in  their  capitulation,  ftipulated  the  enjoyment  of  their 
ancient  liberty,  but  left  it  to  that  Emperor  to  fettle  the  form  of  their  future  government.  The 
EmpcFor,  without  regarding  the  capitulation,  eftablilhed  Alexander  de  Mcdicis,  who  had 
married  a  natural  daughter  of  the  Emperor's,  to  be  hereditary  Sovereign  of  Florence,  in  whofe 
lineage  it  remained  to  our  days  ;  when  Cofmo,  the  laft  duke,  died  without  ilTue,  and  it  was 
fettled  in  the  houfe  of  Lorrain. 

In  this  year,  Dionyfius  Harris,  of  London,  merchant,  was  appointed  by  King  Henry  VHI. 
to  be  Conful  of  the  Englifh  merchants  at  Candia  during  life. — Fcedera,  volume  xiv.  jp.  389. 
This  is  the  firft  Englifhman  who  was  appointed  Conful  in  thofe  remote  parts,  where  the  Eng- 
lifh  commerce  being  but  fmall,  our  own  merchants  might  not  as  yet  be  well  enough  acquaint- 
ed with  their  cuftoms,  language,  &c.  for  that  office.  The  year  following,  the  King  appoint- 
ed a  foreigner  (ibid^  p.  424)  to  be  Conful  at  Scio,  or  Chios,  and  parts  adjacent  in  the  Archi- 
pelago, during  the  King's  pleafure  only  ;  whereas,  till  now,  all  foreign  confuls  had  been  con- 
ftituted  fuoh  during  life. 

It  was  about  this  time,  (or  rather  a  little  fooner,  according  to  Paulo  Paruta^s  Hiflory  of  Ve- 
nice, book  vii.  part  i.)  that  the  famous  Turkifh  Sultan,  Solyman  H.  ftilcd  the  Magnificent, 
is  faid  to  have  been  firll  inftrufted,  by  his  famous  Admiral  Barbarofla,  to  manage  a  navy,  and  all 
things  elfe  relating  to  maritime  armaments  ;  the  Turkifli  Emperors  having,  till  now,  applied 
themlelves  principally  to  the  increafing  their  power  by  land  armies  only.  It  was  by  this  fam- 
ous fca  commander's  advice  that  the  Turks  iirft  manned  their  gallies  with  flaves,  inftead  of 
having  before  been  manned  with  only  raw  and  inexperienced  men.  By  fuch  regulations  did 
Barbarofla  greatly  increafe  the  fkill  and  ftrength  of  the  Turkilh  navy,  which,  from  that  time, 
became  much  more  terrible  to  Chriftendom  than  it  had  ever  been  ;  which  not  only  the  Ve- 
netians, but  alfo  the  Gcnoefe,  foon  and  fadly  experienced,  by  the  lofs  of  moft  of  their  ifles 
and  ports  in  the  Levant  Seas.  Yet,  in  our  days,  the  naval  ftrength  and  fkill  of  the  Turks  is 
again  greatly  diminifhed. 

In  this  fam.e  year  1530,  Heyradin  Barbarofla- Bafla,  obferving  that  the  Spanifh  fort  on  the 
ifland  before  Algiers  was  an  obftruftion  to  the  fafc  lyjng  of  his  fhips,  determined  to  be  maf- 
ter  of  it,  and  he  accordingly  befieged  arid  took  it :  whereupon,  he  joined  that  ifle  to  the  city 
by  a  noble  mole,  fo  that  it  has  ever  fince  been  a  fine  and  fafe  harbour.  This  fame  Heyradin. 
did  infinite  mifchief  to  the  commerce  of  the  Chriflians  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Laftly,  fo  early  as  this  time,  according  to  Hakluyt,  Captain  William  Hawkins  of  Ply- 
mouth, made  a  voyage  to  the  Guinea  Coaft,  and  traded  there  for  elephant's  teeth,  &c.  and 
from  thence  failed  to  Brafil,  where  he  alfo  traded.  In  thofe  early  days,  the.  Europeans  had 
not  as  yet  confined  the  commerce  of  their  American  colonies  fo  entirely  to  themfelves,  as  to- 
tally to  exclude  the  approach  of  all  other  nations  thither.  Captain.  Hawkins  traded  to  Brafil. 
again  in  the  year  1332. 

1531  Several  hiftorians  tell  us,  that  in  the  year  1531,  a  terrible  earthquake  happened  at  the 
city  of  Lifbon,  which  lafted  eight  days,  and  overthrew  one  thoufand  five  hundred  houfcs  and 
many  churches. 
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1 531       The  fame  year,  the  new  canal  from  Bruflels  to  Antwerp  was  begun,  but  not  compleatcd  till 
the  year  1560. 

Antwerp,  being  now  in  great  profperity,'and  poffeffing  an  immenfe  commerce,  the  inha- 
bitants built  their  then  famous  Bourfc,  or  Exchange,  the  nobleft  of  that  age  in  Europe,  for 
the  daily  refort  of  merchants  of  all  nations.  Upon  the  front  of  that  ediiice,  according  to 
Louis  Gaicciardini,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Netherlands,  tliere  was  the  following  infcription : 

S.    P.    CL    A. 

In  Ufum   Negottaiorum    cujufcunque   Nation! s   ac   Lingua^   Urblfque   adeo   fua   Ornamanumf 

jinno  MDXXXiy  a  Solo  extrui  curaverunt, 

i.e.  "  The  Senate  and  People  of  Antwerp  erefted  this  Strufture  for  the  Accommodation  of 
**  Merchants  of  all  Nations  and  Languages,  and  for  an  ornament  to  tlicir  City,  in  the 
"  year  1531." 

Guicciardini  gives  us  the  rife  or  original  of  this  name  of  Bourfe,  given  to  fuch  edifices  in 
feveral  cities  of  Europe. 

There  was,  it  feems,  before  this  time,  a  fquare  commodioufly  (ituated  in  the  middle  of  the 
city  of  Bruges,  in  which  Hood  a  large  ancient  building  that  had  been  erefted  by  the  noble  fa- 
mily of  La  Bourfc,  (which  iignifies  Purfe  in  French  and  Flemifh)  whofecoat  of  arms  on  its 
walls  was  three  purfes.  The  merchants  of  Bruges  made  this  old  houfe  the  place  of  their  daily 
aflfemblies  ;  and  when  afterwards  they  went  to  the  fairs  of  Antwerp  and  Mons,  they  called  the 
places  they  found  there  for  the  merchants  aflembling,  by  the  name  of  La  Bourfe,  or  the  Bourfc 
or  Purfe  ;  where,  at  length,  that  name  alone  obtained.  The  French  merchants  alfo  carried 
that  name  to  the  fame  kind  of  places  at  Rouen,  and  even  as  far  as  Touloufe  :  yet,  (fays  he) 
Queen  Elizabeth  of  England,  in  whofe  reign  he  wrote,  upon  viewing  the  ncwly-cre£\cd  mag- 
nificent Bourfc  of  London,  would  needs  have  it  called  the  Royal  Exchange,  though  foreign- 
ers there  ftill,  (fays  he  J  call  it  the  Bourfe  Royale.  He  tells  us  alfo,  that  in  Antwerp  there  is 
an  handfome  edifice,  called  the  Englifh  Bourfe,  built  in  the  year  1550,  for  the  accommodation 
of  Englilh  merchants  and  their  merchandize.  Alfo  another  noble  bourfe  or  llrufture  for  the 
German  Hans-towns  merchants,  and  their  merchandize,  called  in  Latin,  Domus  Hanfa  TCeu^ 
tonicip  facri  Romani  Imperii, 

From  Stowe,  and  other  old  writers  of  the  Englifh  annals,  we  learn,  that,  in  this  year,  the 
rates  or  prices  of  the  following  provifions  in  England  were,  viz.  an  ox,  one  pound  fix  fliillings 
and  eight  pence  ;  a  fhecp,  two  fliillings  and  ten  pence ;  an  hog,  three  fliillings  and  eight  pence ; 
a  pig  and  a  capon,  fix  pence. 

My  Lord  Herbert  relates,  that  King  Henry  VHL  being,  in  this  fame  year,  informed,  that 
Italian  and  other  foreign  merchants  brought  commodities  into  England  which  they  fold  well, 
and  then  returned  the  money  home  by  exchange,  to  the  exhaufting  of  the  wealth  of  this  realm, 
and  diminution  of  his  cuftoms  ;  he  therefore  ifliied  a  proclamation,  purfuant  to  a  branch  of  a 
ftatutc  of  King  Richard  HL  "  That  no  money  they  took  here  for  felling  their  wares  fliould 
**  be  exchanged  to  other  countries,  but  fliould  be  employed  in  the  commodities  of  his  realm, 
**  which,  as  long  as  it  was  obfervcd,  proved  a  great  benefit  to  both  King  and  fubjedt."  This 
might  poflibly  be  true  in  thofe  days,  and  is  one  proof  of  the  fmallnefs  of  commerce,  compared 
to  what  it  is  in  our  time,  when  fuch  unreafonable  reftraints  would  create  infinite  diforders  in 
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1531  commerce,  if  not  a  total  ftagnation,  wherever  they  fhould  take  place.  It  therefore  alfo  fhevvs 
how  little  that  King's  advifers  underftood  the  true  nature  of  commercey  and  the  true  intereft 
of  the  kingdom. 

Beggars,  and  the  other  neceflitous  poor  of  England,  had  as  yet  no  other  relief  than  an  aft 
of  Parliament  of  this  twenty-fecond  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  xii.  in  the  year  1531, 
whereby  the  juftices  of  every  county  were  empowered  to  grant  licences  to  poor,  aged,  and  im- 
potent perfons,  to  beg  within  a  certain  precinft  ;  and  fuch  as  (hould  beg  without  or  beyond 
that  licence  or  precinft,  were  either  to  be  whipped,  or  elfe  to  be  fet  in  the  flocks  three  days 
and  three  nights,  with  bread  and  water  only  :  alfo  begging  vagabonds  fhould  be  whipped,  &c. 
as  in  King  Henry  Seventh's  reign,  in  the  year  1496. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  publifhed  a  long  edift  in  his  Netherland  pro- 
vinces, much  to  the  fame  efFeft,  wherein  he  juflly  remarks.  That  the  trade  of  begging  fixes 
them  in  idlenefs,  and  leads  them  into  bad  courfes  of  life  ;  none  therefore,  except  mendicant 
friars  and  pilgrims,  fhall  beg,  under  pain  of  imprifonment,  whipping,  &c.  yet  poor  people, 
reduced  by  fire,  war,  or  inundations  are  alfo  an  exception. — All  the  poor  refiding  in  our  pro- 
vinces one  whole  year  fhall  remain  where  they  are  fettled,  and  fhare  in  the  alms  which  fhall 
be  ordered  them  ;  and  a  common  purfe  to  be  eflablifhed  at  all  poor  houfes,  hofpitals,  brother- 
hoods, &c.  where  alms  is  ufually  given,  poor  boxes  in  churches,  and  once  or  twice  in  every 
week  magiflratcs  fhall  colleft  alms  in  churches,  and  at  private  houfes,  for  the  faid  poor. — Idle 
and  roguifh  livers  fhall  be  compelled  to  work. — Poor  women  in  childbed,  and  alfo  orphans 
and  foundlings,  to  be  taken  care  of,  and  the  latter  put  to  fchools,  and  taught  on  Sundays  and 
holidays  the  pater  nofter,  creed,  and  ten  commandments,  and  put  to  trades  and  fervices.  But 
fince  thofe  old  times,  Holland  has  fo  greatly  improved  in  their  methods  of  provifion  for  help- 
lefs  poor,  and  the  forcing  idle  ones  to  labour,  as  make  their  regulations  a  pattern  for  all  other 
nations  upon  earth. 

1532  A  very  great  alteration 'now  happened  both  in  the  form  and  in  the  fubflance  of  the  law  ia 
Scotland,  occafioned  by  King  James  Fifth's  inflituting  a  new  College  of  Juftice,  commonly 
called  the  Bench  of  the  Lords  of  Council  and  Seflion,  framed  upon  the  model  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Paris ;  that  Prince  being  much  attached  to  French  ufages,  by  having  married  both 
his  Queens  from  France.  It  confifled,  and  flill  confifts,  of  a  Lord  Prefident  and  four  other 
Lords,  commonly  together  called  the  fifteen  Lords  of  SefHon,  but,  in  more  legal  fenfe,  the  Se- 
nators of  the  College  of  Juflice.  **  Thefe,"  fays  our  Camden,  **  fit  and  adminifler  juflice,  not 
"  according  to  the  rigour  of  law,  but  with  reafon  and  equity.  They  are  governed  by  the  civil 
**  law,  in  cafes  where  no  flatute  law  nor  long  cuflom  intervenes,"  as  they  were  before  by  the 
feudal  law.  Some  make  this  alteration  of  the  Scotifh  law  to  have  happened  five  years  later, 
viz.  in  1537. 

In  volume  xiv.  p.  433,  of  the  Foedcra,  we  fee  that  King  Henry  VIII.  having  entered  into 
a  flrifter  alliance  with  King  Francis  I.  of  France  againft  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  the  mari- 
time force  of  each  party  was  to  confift  of  a  fquadron  of  fhips,  (not  naming  either  their  number 
tonnage,  or  force)  having  one  thoufand  five  hundred  foldiers  in  it,  with  artillery,  &c.  which 
fquadron,  when  demanded  by  cither  party,  was  to  cruize  between  Ufliant  and  the  Downs  for 
fix  months  in  the  year,  for  the  defence  of  both  coafls  of  England  ai\d  France  from  the  at- 
tempts of  the  Emperor.  And  if,  in  the  Netherlands,  the  Emperor  ihould,  at  any  time,  feize 
on  the  Englifh  merchants  and  their  efFefts,  Francis  hereby  obliges  himfelf  to  feize  on  the 
Netbcrlanders  cffefts  in  France  for  fatisfaftion.     On  the  other  fide,  Henry  flipulates  to  do  the 
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1532  fame  in  England  in  behalf  of  the  French  merchants,  in  cafe  thecffefts  of  thefe  lafl  (hould  be 
feized  in  the  faid  Netherlands. 

The  Lubeckers  fall  out  wiih  the  Hollanders,  on  account  of  the  affiflancc  afforded  by  the 
latter  to  King  ChriiVicrn  of  Denmark. 

In  the  twenty-third  year  of  King  Henry  VHI.  fays  Hall's  Chronicle,  p.  201,  ^ipon  Stokef- 
ley  Bifliop  of  London's  exhorting  his  inferior  clergy,  at  a  general  meeting,  to  contribute  to- 
wards paying  the  hundred  thoufand  pounds  which  they  had  granted  to  the  King,  to  exempt 
them  from  the  premunirey  the  faid  clergy  replied,  **  My  Lord,  twenty  nobles  a  year  is  but  a 
"  bare  living  for  a  prieft  ;  for  now  vltayU^  and  every  thing  in  manner,  is  fo  dear,  that  poverty 
*'  in  manner  forceth  us  to  fay,  Nay."  Now  twenty  nobles  made  but  fix  pounds  thirteen 
Ihillings  and  four-pence,  and  money  not  weighing  above  one  and  one-half  of  our  filver  coin, 
thofe  clergy  had  not  above  ten  pounds  yearly  to  live  on  ;  fo  that  the  rate  of  living  mull  thea 
Hill  have  been  near  five  times  as  cheap  as  in  our  days. 

In  tlie  fame  year  1532,  the  new  haven  at  Middelburg  in  Zeaknd  was  begun,  and  was  finifh- 
cd  in  two  years  after. 

The  Emperor  Charles  Fifth's  fleet,  commanded  by  Doria,  confiding  of  eight  great  (hips 
of  war  and  forty-four  gallies,  was  now  fo  fuperior  to  that  of  the  Turks,  that  they  durft  not 
face  them,  Doria  therefore  took  Coron  in  the  Morea,  after  a  fliarp  fiege ;  and  then  he  failed 
up  the  Archipelago,  and  took  the  Afiatic  callle  of  the  Dardanelles,  but  was  not  able  to  take  the 
European  caftlc,  by  reafbn  of  the  approach  of  a  great  body  of  Turkilh  forces  ;  wherefore  he 
failed  homewards.  Coron  was,  in  the  year  following,  befieged  by  the  Turks  with  eighty  gal- 
lies ;  but  the  Imperialifts,  with  thirty  lliips  and  twenty-feven  gallies,  obliged  the  Turks  to 
abandon  the  fiege  of  that  place. 

By  a  ftatute  of  this  twenty-third  year  of  King  HeiKy  VIII.  cap.  vii.  in  confirmation  of  one 
of  the  fifth  of  Richard  II.  concerning  the  importation  of  wines  to  be  in  Englifli  fhips  only, 
and  by  Englifli  mafters  and  mariners,  the  prices  of  the  following  wines  are  thus  afcertaincd, 
viz.  "  None  fliall  fell  any  French  wines  above  eight-pence  per  gallon,  or  one-penny  per  pint; 
**  nor  Malmfey,  Sack,  Rumney,  or  other  fweet  wines,  above  twelve-pence  per  gallon." 

By  the  eighth  chapter  of  the  faid  twenty-third  of  King  Henry  VHL  for  mending  the  havens 
of  Plymouth,  Dartmouth,  and  Teingmouth  in  Dcvonlhire,  and  of  Falmouth  and  Fowey  in 
Cornwall,  it  is  afl!erted,  that  the  faid  ports  were,  in  former  times,  efteemcd  the  principal  and 
moft  commodious  havens  of  England,  until  they  became  much  choaked  up  by  the  gravel, 
fand,  rubble,  &c.  of  certain  works  of  tin  in  thofe  counties,  called  flream  works ;  and  that 
fliips  of  eight  hundred  tons  burden  have  formerly  come  eafily  into  thofe  havens  at  low 
water,  whereby  a  great  multitude  of  Ihips,  as  well  foreigruas  Englilh,  have  been  preferved 
and  faved  ;  whereas  now  a  fliip  of  one  hundred  tons  can  fcarcely  enter  them  at  half  flood. 
J533  By.aii  aft  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  Henry  VIII.  cap.  iii.  beef,  pork,  mutton,  and  veal  were 
firft  direfted  to  be  fold  by  weight ;  no  perfon  to  take  above  one  halfpenny  for  a  pound  of  beef 
or  pork,  nor  above  three  farthings  for  mutton  and  veaJ.  On  this  pccafion,  James  Howell,  in 
his  Londinopolis,  remarks,  that  the  number  of  butchers  in  London  and  its  fuburbs  did  not 
then  exceed  eighty,  each  of  whom  killed  nine  oxen  weekly,  whicli,  in  forty-fix  weeks,  (none 
being  then  killed  in  Lent)  amounts  to  thirty-three  thoufand  one  hundred  an'd  twenty  oxen 
yearly.  My  Lord  Herbert  obferves,  that  this  law  was  afterward  juftly  repealed,  in  confidcra- 
tion  that  unfeafonable  years  did  not  permit  any  certain  rule  for  the  prices  of  flefli  meat,  which 
were  afterward  referred  to  be  fixed  occafionally  by  a  committee  of  tiie  Privy  Council. 
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1533      By  another  ftatutc,  cap.  xi,   «*  the  ftreet  way  between  Charing-crofs  and  Strand-crofs,"  /.  #. 

near  where  Somerfet  Houfe  now  is  fituated,  in  the  fuburbs  of  London,  "  was  direfted  to  be 
**  fufBciently  paved  and  maintained  at  the  charge  of  the  owners  of  the  lands  adjoining.'* 
This  fhews  that  the  Strand  was  not  as  yet  built  into  a  continued  ftreet. 

A  ftatute  in  this  fame  twenty-fourth  year  of  Henry  VIII.  cap.  iv.  direfted,  that  for  every 
fixty  acres  of  land  in  England  fit  for  tillage,  one  rood  ihould  be  fown  with  flax  feed  or  hemp 
feed.  And  by  the  fifth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  v.  that  Queen  had  power,  by  her  proclama- 
tion, to  revive  that  law  in  fuch  counties  as  (he  fhould  judge  proper,  •*  for  the  better  pro- 
•*  vifion  of  nets  for  help  and  furtherance  of  fifhing,  and  for  efchewing  of  idlenefs ;"  but  no 
mention  of  a  linen  manufafture  is  therein  made. 

The  currant-tree,  or  fbrub,  is,  by  feveral  authors,  faid  to  have  been,  in  or  about  this  year 
1533,  firft  brought  from  the  ifle  of  Zante,  belonging  to  Venice,  and  planted  in  England  ;  its 
fruit  then  being,  by  thofe  authors,  called  grapes  of  Corinth.  This  truly  delicious  fruit  or 
grape  is  long  fince  become  every  where  in  fuch  great  plenty,  throughout  Britain  and  Ireland, 
that  it  would  be  difficult  to  convince  fome  people  that  currants  were  not  original  natives  here  j 
which  is  alfo  the  cafe  of  many  other  fruits,  plants,  roots,  and  flowers.  Dr.  Hcylin,  in  his 
Cofniography,  obferves,  "  That  the  people  of  the  iflartd  of  Zante  were  very  poor  when  firft 
•*  the  Englifh  reforted  to  trade  thither  for  their  currants;  and  that  thofe  iflanders  much  won- 
**  dcred  to  what  end  they  annually  brought  away  fuch  quantities  ;  afking  the  Englifh,  whether 
**  they  ufed  their  currants  to  dye  cloths,  or  elfe  to  fatten  their  hogs?"  He  adds,  *'  that  our 
**  trade  thither  has  enriched  thofe  iflanders." 

In  the  fame  year  1533,  the  Lubeckers,  who  had  been  ferviceablc  to  Guftavus  Erickfon, 
otherwife  named  Vafa,  of  Sweden,  demanded  of  him  the  fole  right  of  trading  on  his  northern 
fca-coafts ;  but  this  being,  by  that  great  Prince,  judged  unreafonable,  they  thereupon  demanded 
immediate  payment  of  what  he  owed  them ;  and  alfo  joining  with  the  refugees  of  the  exiled 
King  Chriftiern's  party,  they  propofed  to  themfelves,  fays  PufFendorfi  no  lefs  than  the 
conqueft  of  the  northern  kingdoms. 

Concerning  this  King  Guftavus  I.  Voltaire  obferves,  **  That  he  was  the  firft  of  the  Swedifh 
"  Kings  who  made  foreign  nations  fenfible  of  the  weight  which  Sweden  might  ha\nB  in  the  af- 
**  fairs  of  Europe,  at  a  time  when  European  policy  was  putting  on  a  new  face,  and  when  firft 
**  the  notion  was  ftarted  of  a  balance  of  power.'  Sweden,"  continues  this  author,  "  had  as 
**  yet  no  regular  commerce  nor  manufa£lures,  and  the  ufeful  inventions  were  unkhown  there. 
**  It  was  this  King  Guftavus  who  firft  drew  the  Swedes  out  of  obfcurfty,  and  likewife  encour- 
*'  aged  the  Danes  by  his  example." 

The  city  and  ftate  of  Tunis  was  now  reduced  to  the  fubjcftion  and  obedience  of  the  Otto- 
man court,  by  means  of  Heyradin  the  Turkifh  rover,  to  whom  that  people,  who  were  dif- 
contented  with  their  King,  applied  for  relief.  Whereupon,  Heyradin  joyfully  addrefFed 
Solyman  the  Magnificent,  who  fent  a  fleet  and  army  to  be  under  Hcyradin's  direftion, 
with  which  he  pofTeflTed  himfelf  of  the  city  and  kingdom  of  Tunis,  and  expelled  their 
King Mulcy-Hafllan  :  thus  Tunis  came  undertime  proteftion  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  w-ho  ap- 
pointed Heyradin  to  be  BaflTa  thereof. 
•S34  Jacques  Cartier  failed  from  France  in  the  year  1534,  with  one  fhip,  upon  difcoveries,  cliief- 
ly  with  a  view  to  find  a  north-weft  pafTage  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  He  failed  into  the  Bay  of  St. 
Lawrence,  as  far  as  the  ifle  of  AfTumption,  and  returned  home  the  fame  year.  The  next 
yelr  he  failed  up  tlie  great  river  of  St.  Lawrence,  or  Canada,  with  tlaree  Ihips,  as  far  as  Mont- 

Voi^  XL  H  real. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


58         AN    HI  S  T  OR!  C  A  L      AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     D  E  D  U  C  T  T  O W 


A.    D. 


j»534  real,  two  hundred  leagues  from  its  entrance,  and  wintered  there  amongft  the  natives ;  fome  oC 
whom,  with-their  King,  he  invited  on  board  his  fhip,.  on  pretence  of  an  entertainment,  and 
carried  them  home  to  St»  Malocs>  (where  their  King  died  four  years  after)  in  hopes  thereby  to 
gain  a  perfe£t  knowledge  of  their  country,  and  of  the  expeded  paflage  to  India.  But,  it  fcems, 
this  treacherous  dealing  juftly  provoked  the  natives  fo  far,  that  they  could  net,  in  many  years, 
after,  be  broiight  to  permit  the  French  to  trade  thither.  On  Cartier's  return,  in  the  year  1536^ 
he  found,  many  French  fliipsfifliing  on.  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  which  flicws  how  early 
tlie  French  engaged  in  that  fifliery* 

Cartier  made  no  fettlement  in  Canada,  but  erefted'  a  croft  there,  with  the  arms  of  his^ 
King,  Francis  I.  and  called  the  country  La  Nouvclle  France ;  yet  a  village  tliere  has  perpe- 
tuated his  name  to  this  day»  lit  Sebaftian  Munfter's  Geographia  vetus  et  nova,  Bafileae,  1540^ 
there  is  a  map  of  America,,  which  he  calk  Novus  Orbis,  and  names  that  part  where  Canada  is 
iituated,.  Francifca;  bealfo  has  C.  Britonum  on  his^  map>  where  Cape  B^kon  is  fituated. 

By  an  aft  of  Paxliament  in  this  twenty-fifth  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  viii.  the  high- 
ftreet  in  London^  between  Holborn-bridge  and  Holborn-bars,  at  the  weft-end  thereof,  was 
direfted  to  be  paved  with  paving-ftone  ;  that  is,  we  may  fuppofe,  from  St.  Andrew's  church.  - 
weftward,  the.  other  part  down  to  the  bridge  being  already  paved.  The  ftreets  of  Southward 
were  by  the  fame  ftatute  alfo^dire£ted  to  be  paved  ;  and  that  every  one  fhall  maintain  the  faid 
pavement  before  his  own  ground,  or  forfeit  to  the  King  fixpence  for  every  yard  fquare. 

Under  tlie  year  1439^  we  have  feeji  the  fUte  of  hufbandry  in  England  at  that  time.    It  feemr 
the  evil  then  complained  of  was  grown  to  a  greater  head  in  tliis  twenty -fifth  of  King  Henry 
the  Eighth;  for  aJaw  now  made,  cap,  1,3^  *'  reprcfents  the  cuftom  of  engrofling  great  nura — 
*^  hers  of  (hcep  in  one  man's  hands,  for  that  end  keeping  many  farms  in  the  fame  hands,  as  a 
*♦  prafticc  which  has  been  but  within  a  few  years  paft  i  putting  fuch  lands  as  they  can  get  into- 
**  pafture>.  and  not  to  tillage;  whereby  they  not  only  pulled  down  churches  and  towns,  and 
*^  enhanced  the.  old  rates  of  rents,  or  elfe  brought  them  to  fuch  exceflive  fines,,  that  no  pooi^. 
**  man  is  able  to  meddle  with  them,  but  alfo  have  enhanced  the  prices  of  all  manner  of  corn^ 
**  cattle,  wool,  pigs,,  geefe^  hens,  chickens,,  eggs,  &c.  by  reafon  whereof,  a  marvellous  mul- 
**  titude  of  people  be  not  able  to  provide  meat,  cloaths,  &c.  for  themfelves  and  families.*    One 
**  of  the  greateft  occafion&  why  thofe  gKcdy  and  covetous  people  do  keep  fuch  great  quantities: 
**  of  lands,  ill  their  hands,  from  the  occupying  of  the  poor  hufbaQdman,,and  do  ufe  it  in  paf- 
*^  ture  and  not  in  tillage,  is  only  the  great  profit  that  cometh  of  fliecp,  now  got  into  few  per-  - 
**  Ions  handSf  in  refpedt  of  the  whole,  niunbcr  of  the  King's  fubjefts ;  fo  that  fome  have  twenty  •  - 
**  four  thoufand,  fome  twenty  thoufand,  fome  from  ten  thoufandto  five  thoufand  (heep;  where- 
•*  by  a  good  (hcep J  that  ufed  to  be  fold. for  two  fliillings  and  fourpence  or  three  (hillings,  at 
•*  moft,  is  «ow  fold  for  fix  (hillings,  or  five  (hillings,  or  four  (hillings  at  leaft  ;  and  a  ftone 
«*  of  woolv which  ufed  to  be  fold  for  one  (hilliaig  and  fixpence,  or  one  (hilling  and  cightpence^ 

*«  is  ncww  fold  foF  four  (hillings,   or  three  (hillings   and  fourpence,    at  lea(t,  &c. Which 

•*  things  tend  to  the  decay  of  hofpitality,  tlie  dimini(hingof  the  people,  and  to  the  let  of  cloth* 
**  making,,  whereby  many  poor. people  huf^  been  aocuftomed  to  be-fet  on  work.— For  remedy^ 
**  it  was  in  fubftance  cnadled, 

"  L  That  none  (ball  keep  above  two  thoufand  four  hundred  (heep,  exclufive  of  lambs,  ^at 
**•  any  one  time,^  unlcfs  it  be  on  his  own  lands  of  inheritance ;  hx  which  cafe  he  is  not  hereby. 
•«-  limited,  nor  arc/jjiritualpcrfons. 
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1334      **  II.  No  man  (hall  hold  above  two  farms  ;  ia  thc|>arilh  of  one  of  which  two  he  Dvall  be 
^'  obliged  to  live  and  refide  himfclf." 

The  increafe  of  the  woollen  manufaftureincreafing  the  demand  for  wool,  gave  rife  to  thrs 
3)raftice  of  engroffing  farms,  and  turning  them  into  fheep-walks  ;  which,  undoubtedly,  can 
be  managed  by  OTuch  fewer  hands  than  tillage  farms,  fo  that  depopulation  muft  ncceflariiy 
enfue. 

We  have  feen  the  monopolizing  law  in  favour  of  the  town  of  Bridport,  for  engroffing 
Topc-making  to  ihtmfclves,  exclufive  of  the  villages  or  open  country.  We  have  now  fucli 
another,  upon  a  petition  to  Parliament  from  the  city  of  Worcefter,  and  the  towns  of  Evelham, 
Droitwich,  Kidderrainfter,  and  Bromfgrove;  reprefenting.  That  the  faid  cities  ^nd  towns 
ivere,  in  times  padft,  well  and  fubftantially  inhabhed,  and  cmployedin  the  manufafture  of 
woollen  cloths,  until,  within  a  few  years  paft,  that  divers  perfons,  dwelling  in  the  hamlets, 
thorps,  and  villages  of  the  faid  (hire,  have  not  only  engroflfed  and  taken  fnto  their  hands  fun- 
"dry  farms,  and  become  graziers  and  hufbandmen,  but  alfo  make  all  manner  ofcloths,  and  ex- 
crcife  weaving,  fulling,  and  (hearing,  within  their  own  l^oufes,  to  the  great  depopulation  of 
the  faid  city  and  towns.  For  remedy,  it  was  hereupon  enafted,  cap.  xviii.  **  That  no  perfoii 
^*  within  WarceflcT(hire  (hall  make  any  cloth  but  the  proper  inhabitants  of  the  faid  city  and 
*•*  towns,  excepting  perfons  who  make  cloths  folcly  for  their  own  and  family's  wearing." 

Thus,  the  legiflature,  in  former  times,  were  too  often  miftaken  with'refpeft  to  the  truein- 
tereft  of  the  public.  It  is  the  cheapnefs  of  the  manufafture  which  enables  the  merchant  to  ex- 
port it,  and  to  underfell  aH  foreign  competitors ;  and  the  thus  confining  it  to  towns,  was  the 
-vrzy  to  make  h  come  dearer  to  the  merchant  than  it  would  have  done,  had  it  been  in  the  open 
country,  where  every  neceflary  is  cheaper  than  in  towns  ;  which  point  thofe  Worcefter  mono- 
polifts  well  underftood,  and  that  therefore  they  could  not  hoM  the  manufaftures  long,  Without 
a  reftrifting  law  to  bring  it  back  folely  to  themfehres.  Formerly,  the  counties  of  Surrey, 
Berks,  &c.  adjacent  to  London,  enjoyed  a  confiderable  wooHen  raanufafture ;  but  their  vicinity 
to  the  metropolis  occafioning  all,  or  moft  neceflaries  to  become  dearer  than  in  more  remote 
parts,  the  diftant  northern  and  weftern  counties  have  got  that  manufafture  to  thenlfclves :  and 
as  the  northern  counties  have  nece(raries  confiderably  cheaper  than  the  weftern  ones,  it  is  ap- 
prehended they  will,  in  time,  gain  con(iderable  ground  on  the  latter  in  tlws  refpeft. 

The  progrefs  which  the  Portuguefe  made,  at  this  time,  in  the  Eaft  Indies  was  very  extraordi- 
nary. We  find  Da  Cunha,  in  this  year,  liad  built  the  fort  of  Diu,  had  fent  a  fleet  one  hun- 
dred leagues  up  the  river  Indus,  and  had  invaded  the  kingdom  of  Cambaya  with  his' land- 
army.  But,  as  it  is  not  our  defign  to  give  a  particular  relation  of  their  exploits  in  India,  the 
reader  may  confult  Captain  ^Stevens's  Portuguefe  Afia,  printed  in  Englifh,  in  1695,  in  three 
volumes,  in  oftavo. 

The  Hans-towns  of  Lubeck  and  Hamburg  muft  have  been,  at  this  time,-  very  con(iderabIe, 
as  well  as  enterprizing,  when,  according  to  my  Lord  Herbert's  Hiftory  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
of  England,  •*  that  King,  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  againft  the  Pope  and  the  Emperor,  being  de- 
firous  to  have  a  King  on  the  throne  of  Denmark,  then  vacarrt  and  eleflive,  in  his  intereft,  had 
an  offer  made  to  him  hy  thofe  two  cities,  that,  for  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  ctowns, 
**  they  would  make  a  King  of  Denmark  who  (hould  be  at  his  devotion.'*— ^See  the  year  1525. 
**  That  a  great  fum  of  money  was  lent  by  that  King  on  this  account,"  according  to  a  Dutch 
hiftory  which  his  Lord(hip  had  feen ;  ^*  whereupon  alfo  they  proceeded  in  their  war,  which 
**  yet  at  laft  being  compofed,  King  Henry  demanded  re-pay ment,  they  having  failed  in  their 
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'534  "  undertaking."  It  feems,  that  on  the  death  of  King  Frederic  I.  of  Denmark,  when  that 
kingdom  was  much  divided  by  faftions,  thofe  Hans-cities  found  means  to  perfuadethe  fenates 
of  Copenhagen  and  Malmoe  to  join  in  their  confederacy  ;  and  thus  ftrengthened,  they  at  firft 
had  great  fuccefs  againft  the  Danes  ;  who  having,  however,  in  the  end,  elefted  King  Chrif- 
tian  III.  and  being  alfo  afGfted  with  money,  Ihlps,  and  troops  by  King  Guftavus  I.  of  Swe- 
den, they  beat  the  Lubeckers  near  Helfinburg,  and  afterwards,  in  a  fca-fight,  defeated  their 
whole  fleet,  carrying  a  great  many  of  their  fliips  into  Denmark. 

According  to  Hakluyt's  fecond  volume,  p.  96,  from  about  the  years  151 1  and  1512,  to  the 
year  1534,  divers  tall  Ihips  of  London,  and  of  Southampton  and  Briftol,  had  an  unufual  trade 
to  Sicily,  Candia,  and  Chios,  and  fometiraes  to  Cyprus,  and  to  Tripoli  and  Baruth  in  Sy- 
ria. They  exported  thither  fundry  forts  of  woollen  cloths,  calf-ikins,  &c.  and  imported  from 
thence  filks,  camblets,  rhubaib;  malmfey,  mufcadel,  and  other  wines;  oils,  cotton-wooi, 
Turkey  carpets,  galls,  and  India  fpices :  our  merchants  likewife  employed  at  this  time  feveral 
foreign  fliips  in  that  trade,  as  Candians,  Ragufans,  Sicilians,  Genocfe,  and  Venetian  galeafles  ; 
alfo  Spanilli  and  Portuguefe  (hips  :  yet,  in  thofe  days,  they  generally  were  a  whole  year  in 
thofe  vovages,  as  were  two  (hips  going  this  year  from  London  to  Candia  and  Chios ;  which 
voyage  was  found  fo  hazardous  and  dangerous,  that  one  of  thofe  Ihips  was  put  into  Blackwall 
dock,  and  never  more  went  to  fea. 
IS3S  ^^^  "^^^  y^^^'  ^  ^^*P  of  ^^^'*cc  hundred  tons,  from  London,  went  on  the  fame  Levant  voy- 
age, with  one  hundred  perfons  in  her,  and  returned  in  eleven  months,  and  the  Englifli  mer- 
chants fettled  faftors  in  thofe  places.  All  which  particulars  the  indefatigable  Hakluyt,  long 
after,  collefted  from  the  ancient  merchant  books  of  thofe  times ;  and  he  traced  thofe  voyages 
down  even  to  the  year  1552,  though  they  were  not  fo  frequent  in  the  latter  years  as  in  the 
former.  In  thofe  parts  they  met  with  French  and  Genocfe  (hips.  There  are  journals  remain- 
ing of  thofe  old  voyages,  which  fhew  how  difficult  they  were  then  thought  to  be. 

The  expelled  King  of  Tunis,  Muley-Haflan,  being  taken  under  the  proteftion  of  the  Em- 
peror Charles  V.  becaufe  Hcyradin  Barbarofla,  who  expelled  him,  and  who  was  appointed 
Bafla  of  Tunis,  was  inceflantly  infefting  the  coafts  of  Naples  and  Sicily  ;  the  Emperor,  there- 
fore determined,  in  this  year  1535,  to  chaflife  Heyradin^s  infolence,  by  attacking  his  new  do- 
minions with  a  powerful  fleet  and  land-forces  from  Spain,  with  which  he  not  only  took  the 
city  of  Tunis  and  the  fortrefs  of  Goletta,  but  difcomtitcd  Heyradin  both  by  fea  and  land ; 
whereupon  he  reftored  King  Muley  Haflan,  and  delivered  rtiany  Chriftian  captives.  But  it 
was  agreed  that  Haflfan  fliould  remain  under  Charles's  proteftion,  and  the  Goletta  fort  be  gar- 
rifoned  by  Spanifli  troops,  at  Muley-HafTan's  expencc;  that  commercial  privileges  were  to  be 
allowed  to  all  Chriflians,  and  tlieir  churches  tolerated  in  Tunis;  all  which  was  enough  to 
make  the  Moors  hate  their  King  more  than  before :  the  Spaniards,  therefore,  foon  loft  all 
which  they  had  conquered  in  that  quarter. 

On  this  occafion,  we  muft  not  forget  the  great  gcnerofity  of  a  very  famous  and  rich  mer- 
chant of  Auglburg,  named  Fugger,  who  had  alfo  an  houfe  and  great  dealings  at  Antwerp. — 
For  defraying  the  expcnce  of  this  expedition  to  Tunis,  the  Emperor  had  run  greatly  in  debt 
to  Fugger,  who  had,  at  this  time,  the  honour  of  the  Emperor's  partaking  of  an  entertainment 
at  his  houfe;  when,  to  teftify  his  refpeft  for  that  Prince,  he  not  ojily  made  afire  in  his  hall 
with  cinnamon,  but,  which  entertained  his  Imperial  Majcfty  much  more,  Fugger,  before  his 
face,  threw  all  the  Emperor's  bonds  into  that  coltiy  fire,  now  made  much  more  fo  by  that 
great  aft  of  generofity. 

It 
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1535  It  was  in  this  year,  according  to  my  Lord  Herbert,  that  great  ordnance  of  brafs,  as  cannon 
and  culverins,  were  firft  made  in  England,  they  having  before  been  obtained  from  foreign 
parts. 

We  may  have  already  obferved,  that  fince  the  acccflion  of  King  Henry  VIU.  there  v^ras  not 
only  a  great  increafc  of  the  woollen  manufafture  of  England,  but  likcvvife  of  its  foreign  com- 
merce, and  alfo  many  other  marks  of  increafing  riches.  Neverthelefs,  any  one  entirely  un- 
acquainted with  the  circumftances  of  England  at  that  time,  would  be  led  to  imagine  quite  the 
contrary,  by  only  perufing  the  preambles  of  certain  ads  of  Parliament  of  the  twenty-fixth  and 
twenty-feventh  years  of  that  King's  reign,  where  it  is  faid,  "  That  great  numbers  of  houfes 
"  have,  of  a  Jong  time,  lain  in  ruins  in  the  city  of  Norwich,  occafioned  by  a  fire  there  twenty- 
"  fix  years  before;  alfo  in  Lynn  Bifhop  in  Norfolk;  and  in  Nottingham,  Shrewfbury,  Lud- 
•*  low,  Glocefter,  Bridgnorth,  Queenborough,  and  Northampton  ;  many  of  which  ruins, 
*'  filled  with  naftinefs,  arc  in  the  principal  ftreets  of  thofe  towns,  where,  in  times  paft,  have 
**  been  beautiful  dwelling  houifcs  well  inhabited.  And  therefore  the  owners  are  thereby 
"  directed  to  rebuild  them  in  a  fixed  time,  or  elfe  the  property  to  go  to  the  Lord  of  the 
**  manor,  or  to  the  community  of  thofe  refpeflive  towns." 

Upon  which  we  fhall  only  obferve,  that  no  certain  opinion  or  judgment  can  be  formed  of 
the  general  ftate  of  a  nation  from  the  declenfion  of  certain  particular  towns  in  it.  Commerce 
is  ever  lliifting  and  varying  ;  and  there  are,  even  in  our  days,  (when  commerce  and  wealth  are 
fo  greatly  increafcd  fince  thofe  times)  particular  towns  that  are  in  a  declining  (late,  fiom  cer- 
tain local  circumftances.  Poflibly,  and  even  probably  too,  the  manufactures  of  thofe  towns 
we  have  juft  mentioned,  or  at  leaft  of  fome  of  them,  by  fpreading  into  the  adjacent  villages, 
and  perhaps  into  other  counties.  Height  be  the  occafion  of  fuch  declenfion.  Polfibly  alfo,  the 
fl^irts  or  fuburbs  of  fome  of  thefe  places  might  be  fo  over-built,  which  is,  in  fome  degree,  the  . 
cafe  in  London  itfelf,  as  to  make  the  centers  of  fuch  places  negleftcd,  more  efpecially  if  thofe 
fuburbs  were  exempted  from  the  heavy  freedom  fines  of  fuch  corporations ;  which  laft  con- 
fideration  I  conceive  to  have  been  the  probable  caufe  of  the  decay  of  thefe  towns. 

In  this  year  the  firft  commercial  treaty  between  any  Chriftian  Monarch  in  Europe  and  the 
Ottoman  Porte  was  concluded  between  Francis  I.  King  of  France,  and  Solyman  II.  furnamed 
the  Magnificent,  Turkifh  Emperor  or  Sultan.  It  feems  Fiancis  had,  before  this  time,  been 
intriguing  at  Conftantinople,  to  bring  the  Turks  to  invade  the  Imperial  dominions  on  the 
fide  of  Auftria;  wherefore,  this  new  Moft  Chriftian  Ally  of  the  Turks  obtained,  in  return, 
many  commercial  privileges  for  the  French  in  Turkey,  befidc  their  being  allowed  to  have  a 
coirful  of  their  own  nation  in  the  feveral  ports  of  that  kingdom,  both  for  civil  and  criminal 
affairs,  together  with  the  private  exercife  of  their  own  religion. 

Thefe  privileges  Fiance  alone  enjoyed  in  Turkey  for  fome  time,  exclufive  of  all  other  Eu- 
ropean nations,  who  were  not  allowed  to  refort  at  all  to  that  country,  unlefs  they  came  thither 
under  the  proteftion  of  France,  or  under  French  colours. 

The  Venetian  ftate  next  obtained  a  fimilar  commercial  treaty  with  the  Turks,  in.1580. 
And  next  to  them  the  Englifti  obtained  the  fanije  advantage,  without  ilie  ipterpofition  of  any 
other  nation,  in  1604.  And  then  the  Hollanders  concluded  a  commercial  treaty  w^ith  the 
Turks.  Laft  of  all,  Genoa,  though  not  till  the  year  166^,  obtained  alio  a  commercial  treaty 
with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  as  will  be  ftiewn  in  the  next  century. 

In  this  fame  year,  Mendoza  was  fent  from  Spain  with  two  thoufand  two  hundred  fridiers 

to  the  river  Dc  la  Plata,  in  Paraguay ;  on  the  fouth  fide  of  which  vait  river  he  founded  the 
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1-535  town  of  Buenos-Ayres,  which,  though  foon  abandoned  during  his  abfence,  was  again  re- 
founded,  as  alfo  ibme  other  towns  and  colonics  of  Paraguay. 
1536       Until  this  year,  Portugal  enjoyed,  without  a  rival,  tlie  fole  trade  of  all  the  vaft  weftera 
coafts  of  Africa,  fo  that  con fiderable  riches  had  been  brought  to  Lilbon,  even  before  the  Por- 
tuguefe  had  made  their-difcoveries  in  either  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies. 

But  next  to  the  Portuguefc,  the  Englifli  now  began  to  trade  to  the  Guinea  Coaft,  fomc  of 
whom,  it  is  faid,  were  fo  fuccefeful,  as  to  bring  home  in  one  voyage  above  one  hundred 
pounds  weigln  of  gold  duft,  befide  elephants  teeth,  &c.     Yet  the  Englifh  crcfted  no  forts  on 

•  that  coaft  till  long  after  this  time. 

The  French  next  (and  foon  indeed  after)  fell  into  tliis  African  trade,  as  will  hereafter  be 
Ihewn  ;  and  laft  of  all  the  Dvtch  engaged  in  it. 

In  the  fourteenth  volume,  p.  563,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find  that  King  Henry  VIII.  having 
fuppreffed  the  hofpital  or  fiftcrhood  of  Seynt  James  in  the  Fyldc  near  Weftminftcr,  he  grants 
to  one  of  thofc  fifters,  named  Jane  Harwood,  fix  pounds  thirteen  fhillings  and  four- pence  per 

-annum,  (equal  to  ten  pounds  of  our  money  : — Sec  the  year  1532,)  during  life,  for  her  fupport. 
The  King  thereby  declares,  *'  That  the  faid  houfe  or  hofpital  of  Seynt  James  in  the  Fylde 
**  he  had  now  inclofed,  and  there  made  a  park  and  manor  for  himfelf ;"  at  prefent  they  are 

'  the  royal  palace  and  park  of  St,  James's,  in  the  liberty  of  Weftminfter. 

■Ibid.  p.  571,  the  Earl  of  Wiltfhire,  father  to  Queen  Anne  Boleyn,  had  now  the  office  of 

^Lord  Privy  Seal  conferred  on  liim,  with  the  fame  falary  as  in  former  reigns,  viz*  twenty  fhil- 

:  lings  per  day. 

Inthis  twenty-feventh  }«car  of  King  Henry  VIII.  an  extremely  well-judged  a£l:  of  Parlia- 
ment paflcd,  cap.  xxvi,  **  whereby  the  Principality  of  Wales,  which  had  long  before  been 
**  abfolutely  brought  under  fubj^ftion  to  the  crown  of  England,*'  but  by  reafon  of  the  wars 
with  France,  and  between  the  houfes  of  York  and  Lancaftcr,  a  great  part  of  it  had  be- 
come barbarous  again,  "  was  now  totally  united  and  incorporated  with  England,  its  people 
**  being  declared  Englifh  fubjefts  to  all  intents  whatever,  and  to  be  fubj eft  to  the  laws  of 

.<«  England  alone;  all  their  own  peculiar  tenures,  defcents,  cuftoms,  and  ufages  contrary 

^'thereunto  being  hereby  abohfhed.  The  whole  Principahty  was  now  divided  into  twelve 
"  fhires,  as  at  prefent,  befide  Monmouthfhirc  and  the  town  of  Haverfordweft,  which  was 
<«  before  a  county  of  itfelf."  And  by  the  aft  of  the  thirty-fourth  and  thirty-fifth  of  this 
King,  cap.  xxvi.  it  is  declared,  that  eight  have  been  Ihircs  of  ancient  time,  and  the  four  new- 
ly made  arc  Radnor,  Brecknock,  Montgomery,  and  Denbigh.  In  this  copious  aft,  many 
regulations  were  made  to  reduce  Wales  entirely  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  England;  and 
divers  lofdfliips  and  manors  in  the  marches  of  Wales  were  annexed  to  the  counties  of  Salop, 
Hereford,  and  Glocefter.  The  Jufticc  of  Chcfter  had  annexed  to  his  ofike  the  Ihires  of  Den- 
bigh, Flint,  and  Montgomery,  and  yet,  fays  the  aft,  he  fliall  have  nothing  but  his  old  fee  of 
one  hundred  pounds  yearly.  And  three  other  Juftices  are  appointed,  each  having  three  coun- 
ties under  hi«  circuit,  and  each  of  thefe  three  Juftices  had  fifty  pounds  yearly  lalary. 

By  thefe  wife  regulations,  not  only  all  former  national  prejudices  on  either  fide  have  been 
gradually  removed,  but  the  people  of  Wales  have  been  brought  to  a  more  induftrious  courfe 
of  living,  by  applying  tlicmfelvcs^to  manufaftures,  and  the  better  cultivation  of  their  lands  • 
io  that,  in  our  prefent  times,  that  country  wears  quite  another  and  more  beautiful  afpeft  than 
when  this  incorporating  union  was  made.     And  we  hear  no  more  of  the  rapine,  murders 

•:&€.  before  fo  frequent  on  the  borders  or  marches  between  England  and  Wales,  but,  to  the 
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1536  nratnal  felicity  of  both  countries,  a  regular  intercourfc  has  long  fince  been  cftablifhcd  between^ 
them,  in  like  manner  as  between  one  county  of  England  and  another. 

In  Mr.  Strype's  edition  of  Stowe's  Survey  of  London  we  find,  that  coals  at  Newcaftle  were, 
this  year,  at  twO'  Ihillings  and  fix-pence  per  chaldron,  whicli  might  be  about  five  Ihiliings  at 
London. 

Under  this  ycar^  Ifaacfon,  in  hi*  ClKonology,  relates,  ^  That  a  terrible  fire  broke  out  in 
**  the  city  of  Delft  in  Holland,  which  deftroyed  the  two  churches,  many  monafteries,  nine 
•*  ^houfand  three  hundred  houfcs ;  and  much  people  and  wealth  were  confumed,  and  only 
•*  three- hundred  houfea  left  Handing."     For  which  lie  quotes  Annalcs  Belgicae. 

If  Delft  had,  at  that  time,  nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  houfcs  in  it,  it  muft  have  been  a  very 
confiderable  city,  containing  fifty-fcven  thoufand  fix  hundred  people^-  if  only  fix  perfons  be 
allowed  to  each  houfc. 

In  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1535,  and  the  beginning  of  this  fame  year  r536.  King  Henry 
V^ll.  fuppreffed  all  the  leflcr  monafteries  ;  that  is,  fuch  as  hadeftates  not  exceeding  two  hun- 
dred pounds  per  annum.  Bilhop  Burnet,  the  learned  and  judicious  authorof  the  Hiftory  of 
the  Reformation,  obferves,  that  the  full  report  of  the  vifitation  of  tlwfe  boufes,  previous  to 
their  fupprefiion,  is  loft  ;  yet  he  few  an  extraA  of  a  part  of  it,,  concerning  one  hundred  and* 
forty-four  boufes,  which  contained  abominations  in.  it  equal  to  any  that  were  in  Sodom  !  In 
fame  they  found  tools  for  coinirvg^  and  briefly,  in  almoft  all  of  them,  the  greateft  lewd nefs 
and  wkkcdncfs.  My  Lord  Herbert,  p^  44^»  fays,  that  the  yearly  amount  of  all  thefe  lefler 
monafteries  was  thirty-two  thoufand  pounds,  but  that  the  King  fold  them  at  fuch  eafy  rates,  to 
enable  them  to  keep  up  the  hofpitality  which  the  monks  had  done  when  they  were  poffcfled  of 
them,  adding  thereto  a  penalty  of- fix^  pounds  thirteen  Ihillings,  and  four-pence  per  month  on 
theferracr^and  pofleffors  of  the  monafteries.  a4id  lands  belonging  to  them,  on  failure  of  keep- 
ing  up  hofpitality  and  huJbandry  therein.  "^^  But,'*  adds  his  Lordflaip,  **  the  penahy  being 
•*  not  ordinarily  required,  due  hofpitality  was  for  the  moft  part  neglefted ;:  for  the  forfeiture?, 
*«  being  great,  were,  at  the  fupplication  of  the  Parliament,  (twenty -firft  James  I.  cap.  xxviii.) 
*«•  wholly^ abolifhed  at' length  by  the  indulgence  of  that  King,"  Somewhat  furely  ought  to*- 
have  been  done  in  time,  for  preventing  the  poor  from  becoming  io  heavy  a  weight  on  thc^ 
landed  and  trading-  interefts,  as  it  was  cafy  to  forefee  they  would  be  the  xiafe  on  the  fuppjeflion 
of  thofe  monafteries,  whofe  kitchens  were  ever  opca  to  the  poor  of  theif  neighbourhood. 

Had  the  purchafers  of  thofe  church  lands,  in  every  parish,  been  obliged  by  their  tenutes  ta 
fupport  the  poor  tliereof,  or  at  leaft  to  contribiKc  thereto  in  a  much  greater  and  fixed  propor- 
tion than  others,  it  would  have  been  extremely  reafonable,  as  they  purchafed  them  at  very 
loir  prices.  This  would  have  been  more  conducive  to  the  benefit  of  a  free  and. trading  people, 
than  my  Lord  Herbert's  fchemc  x)f .  annexing  them  all  to  the  crown  for  ever,  for  enabling  our 
Kings  to  keep  a  good  army  and  navy,  without  being  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  people's 
ptrrfcs  froiTVtime  to  time^r  »  dangerous  fchemc  fbr  a  free- people  1 

It  is  faid  there  were  ten  thoufand  monks  and  nuns  difmifledby  this  fupprefiion  of  th^'lefler 
monafteries,  to  fcek  their  livings  where  they  could.  To  the  men,  if  in  orders,  was  given  3 
pricft's  habit,  and  forty  ftiillings  in  money;  but  to  the  nuns  only  a  gown,  fuch  as  fecular 
women  wore.  Somer  however,  fays  Lord  Herbert,  for  furrendering  their  houfes,  got  fmall 
yearly  penfioRS.'  Now  if  thefe  ten  thoufand  perfons  could  not,,  whilft  in  their  monafteries, 
fcend  lefs  annually  thart  fcven  pounds  each  on  a  medium,  then  the  faid  eftates  were  at  leafii  ' 
worth  fcventy  Jthoufajid pounds- per  annum  i. which  fum  being,  Jby  the  incrcafed  value  oi lands 
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1536  and  other  improvements  in  our  days,  equal  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  at 
the  rate  of  five  to  one,  would  be  probably  lefs  than  their  yearly  value  at  this  day; 

In  the  faid  year  I535>  King  Henry  VIII.  gives  encouragement  to  certain  merchants  to  fend 
out  two  (hips  on  difcovery  to  the  north  coafls  of  America,  where  they  vifitied  Cape  Breton 
and  Newfoundland  ;  and  being  in  great  diftrefs  for  want  of  provifions  there,  they  returned 
home  in  Oftober  the  fame  year.  And  although  this  voyage  proved  unfavourable  to  the  prin- 
cipal defign  of  finding  a  north  weft  paiTage  to  India,  yet  it  gave  rife  to  the  very  beneficial 
fifliery  of  the  Englifh  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  ;  on  which  barren  ifland  one  Mr,  Hoare 
of  London,  merchant,  attempted  a  fettlement  at  this  time,  though  he  met  with  much  misfor- 
tune in  that  unfuccefsful  attempt. 

In  the  fame  twcnty-fevcnth  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  xxv.  an  a£t  of  Parliament  pafled, 
*'  To  enable  the  governors  and  magiftrates  of  counties,  towns,  and  parifhes  to  find  and  keep 
**  every  aged,  poor,  and  impotent  perfon,  who  ihould  have  dwelt  three  years  in  any  place,  hy 
•*  way  of  voluntary  alms,  with  fuch  convenient  alms  as  fhould  be  thought  laect  by  their  dif- 
•*  cretion,  fo  as  none  of  them  fhall  be  compelled,  (/.  e.  necefiitated)  to  go  openly  in  begging; 
**  and  to  compel  fturdy  vagabonds  to  work.  Alfo  that  children  under  fourteen  years  of  age, 
"  and  above  five,  who  live  in  idlenefs,  and  fhall  be  taken  begging,  may  be  put  to  fervice.— 
•*  No  perfon  fhall  make  any  open  or  common  dole,  nor  fhall  give  any  money  in  alms,  but  to 
•*  the  common  boxes  and  common  gatherings  in  cv^ry  parifh.*' 

TIms  being  the  firft  law  made  in  England  that  feemcd  to  make  any  provifion  for  aged  poor, 
&c.  yet  being  merely  voluntary,  it  will  appear  from  fucceeding  ones,  that  it  did  not  prove  by 
any  means  efFcftual.  Thofe  open  doles  were  made  by  perfons  of  wealth,  and  of  a  charitable 
difpofition,  at  the  gates  of  their  houfes  on  certain  fixed  times,  whither  the  poor  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood came,  at  a  known  hour,  to  have  money  or  provifions  dealt  out  to  them,  and  are  faid 
to  be  flill  praftifed  in  our  own  days  in  many  parts  of  Scotland. 

1537  There  having  been  an  Englifh  aft  of  Parliament,  which  direfted  of  what  length  and  breadth 
the  linen  cloths  called  lockrams  and  dowlas,  made  in,  and  imported  from  Britany,  fhould 
be,  fa  thing,  indeed,  fomewhat  extraordinary,  to  di reft  another  nation  conceuiing  their  own 
manufaftures)  the  French  thereupon  abfolutely  rcfufed  to  fell  us  linens  of  thofe  dimenfions  ; 
and  as  thofe  linen  cloths  were  ufcd  to  be  paid  for  by  Englifli  w^oollen  cloths  exported  to  Bri- 
tany, whereby  great  numbers  of  our  weavers,  tuckers,  fpinners,  dyers,  wool  pickers,  &c. 

-  were  conftantly  employed  ;  all  which  being  now  fufpended,  an  aft  of  Parliament  was  made  in 
the  twenfty-eighth  of  Henry  VIII.  cap.  iv.  which  repealed  the  above-named  ftatute. 

By  another  flatute  of  this  year,  cap.  xiv.  the  prices  of  wines  arc  fixed,  viz.  no  perfon  fhall 
fell  any  Gafcon  or  French  wines  at  above  eight-pence  per  gallon,  and  one  penny  per  pint ; 
nor  Malmfcys,  Romneys,  Sacks,  and  other  fweet  wines  above  twelve-pence  per  gallon,  and 
and  three  halfpence  the  pint. 

About  this  time,  according  to  Camden,  in  his  Britannia,  commenced  the  cloathing  trade 
of  the  town  of  Halifax  in  Yorkfhire;  his  words  are  to  this  efFcft,  *'  That  befide  the  then 
*•  largencfs  of  its  parifh,  which  contained  eleven  chapels  and  twelve  thoufand  men  in  it,  no- 
•*  thing  is  fo  admirable  in  this  town  as  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  notwlthftand- 
•*  ing  an  unprofitable  barren  foil,  have  fo  flourifhed  by  the  cloth  trade,  which,  within  feventy 
**  years  paft,  they  firft  fell  into," — Camden  publifhed  his  firft  edition  in  1607, — *'  that  they  are 
•*  become  very  rich,  and  have  gained  a  reputation  for  this  above  their  neighbours.  And  this 
-**  confirms  the  truth  of  the  old  obfervation,  That  a  barren  country  is  a  great  whet  to  the  in- 
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1537  j*  duftry  of  Its  natives  ;  whereby  alone  we  find  Nurcmburg  in  Germany,  Venice  and  Genoa 
**  in  Italy,  and  Limoges  in  France,  in  fpite  of  their  fituation  on  a  barren  foil,  have  long  been 
"  floarifhingcides.*' 

Solyman  t"he  Magnificent,  the  Turkifli  Emperor,  feeling  the  great  lofs  his  people  fuftained^ 
by  being  deprived  of  fupplying  Europe  with  Tpices  and  other  Indian  nierchaij[^ize  from  the  port 
of  Alexandria,  made  an  attempt  this  year  to  drive  the  Portuguefe  out  of  India.  He  for  that 
cl!&  fent  his  Admiral^  Solyman  Bafla,  with  eighty  Ihips  and  gallies,  from  the  ports  of  the  Red 
Sea,  to  befiegc  theftrong  fort  of  Diu,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Indus.  The  Turks,  however, 
were  repuifed  ^th  firmaefs,  after  ufing  all  kinds  of  means  to  mafter  it. 

1538  Juft  upon  the  dilbretion  of  monafteries,  by  the  order  of  Tlk)mas  Cromwell,  Earl  of  Eflex, 
Vicar-General  of  King  Henry  VIII.  every  incumbent  minifter  in  all  the  parifhes  in  England 
was  enjoined  to  keep  a  regifter  of  weddings,  chriftenings,  and  burials.  This  laudable  cuftom 
has  been  continued  ever  fince,  though  it  is  to  be  feared  not  fo  ,i?arefully  as  it  fhould  be. 
It  is  a  pra£Ucc  which,  on  many  important  occafions,  may  be  of  great  ufe  to  princes  and  ftatef- 

4  men,  both  tor  political  and  mercantile  confiderations,  and,  as  Bifliop  Nicholfon  obferves, 
affords  fome  of  our  belt  helps  towards  preferving  hiftcay  :  and  the  ufe  of  it,  (fays  he) 
might  be  of  a  yet  further  extent,  if  care  were  taken  to  regifter  alfo  many  other  remarkable 
occurrences  relating  to  the  public  concerns  of  the  feveral  parifhes  :  and  therefore,  perfons  of 
all  perfuafions  or  opinions  ought,  under  a  penalty,  to  be  obliged  to  regifter,  the  fame  in  the 
veftry  books  of  every  p^rifh.  Such  rcgifters  are  alfo  of  great  ufe  and  authority  in  law  difputes 
and  trials,  for  evincing  the  age  of  perfons,  and  the  titles  to  eftates,  &c. 

In  this  year,  Ferdinando  Soto  having  had  a  grant  from  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  of  the  coun- 
try or  Florida,  he  fent  thither  nine  (hips  and  fix  hundred  meniat  his  own  expence,  and  travel- 
led many  hundred  leagues  over  that  cotmtry,  meeting  with  many  great  misfortunes ;  and  after 
,,various    battles  witli   the  natives,   returned  home  in    the  year    1543,    with   only  half  his 
m       men. 

1539  In  the  year  1538  was  begun,  and  in  1539  was  compleated,  the  diffolution  of  all  the  re- 
maining Abbies,  called  the  greater  ones,  and  foon  after  thofe  in  Ireland.  ^ 

My  Lord  Herbert  computes  the  total  yearly  value  of  them  all,  both  greater  and  leffer  ones, 
to  btone  hundred  and  fixty-one  thoufand  pounds>  but  this  is  far  from  being  an  exaft  account*' 
of  their  annual  value;  for  the  Abbots  and  Priors,  forefeeing  the  impending  defolation,  had 
.  raifcd  the  fines  for  leafes  very  high,  which  brought  the  rents,  in  confequence,  very  low,  that 
they  might  procure  the  means  to  fupport  themfelves  when  they  fhould  be  expelled.  Indeed, 
the  heads  of  thofe  convents  had,  in  part,  at  leaft,  long  before  adopted  that  praftice,  that  they 
might  not  be  bound  to  entertain  too  great  a  number  in  their  houfes  ;  by  which-  mealure  they 
had  much  enriched  themfelves. 

The  anonymous  author  of  a  fmall  folic,  printed  in  the  year  1689,  with  the  title  of,  The 
happy  future  State  of  England,  (faid  by  many  to  be  the  Earl  of  Anglefey)  *<  thinks  there  were 
^  **  in  all  about  fifty  thoufand  perfons  maintained  in  all  the  convents  of  England  and  Wales." 
Now,  if  they  were  then  maintained  at  feven  pounds  each  perfon,  their  annual  expence  would 
be  three  hundred  and  fifty  thoufaad  pounds  which  probably  was  near  the  then  yearly  value  of 
their  lands;  and  living  being  ftlll  about  five  times  cheaper  than  in  our  days,  the  total  yearly 
value  of  their  lands  in  our  money  would  be  .one  million  feven  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
pounds.  And  if,  on  an  average,  thofe  lands  be  worth  twenty  years  purchafe,  (as  being  fince 
Vol,  I[.  I  greatly 
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1539  greatly  improved)  then  the  total  value  or  purchafe  of  all  the  laid  Abbey-lands  may  be  about 
thirty-five  millions  fterling.  That  anonymous  author  further  obferves,  **  That  as  Camden, 
*'  in  his  Britannia  (1607)  makes  all  the  parilhes  of  England  amount  to  nine  thoufand  two 
*'  hundred  and  eighty-four,  thereto  may  be  added  twenty-fix  bifhops,  twenty-fix  deans,  fixty 
**  arch-deacons,  and  five  hundred  and  forty-four  prebendaries  ;  thcfe,  joined  to  feveral  rural 
"  dcanries,  may  make  about  one  thoufand  more ;"  (though  here  our  author  feems  to  have 
forgot  that  the  deans  and  arch-deacons,  as  well  as  the  prebendaries,  have,  almoft  witliout  ex- 
ception, at  leaft  one  parifh  living,  in  fon>e  of  which  tliey  may  perhaps  officiate,  though  but  few, 
without  entertaining  a  curate.)  "  And,"  continues  he,  *'  there  being  then,  (/.  ^.  at  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  monafterics)  **  in  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  about  fixty  thoufand  ftudents,  who, 
*'  in  expeflation  of  church  preferments,  either  as  regulars  or  as  feculars,  abftaincd  from  mar- 
*•  riage,  there  were  then  in  all  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  perfons  reftrained  by 
•*  their  funftion  from  increafing  and  multiplying  :  as  at  prefeiit,  double"  (he  fliould  at  leaft 
furcly  have  faid  treble)  '*  that  number  is  in  France  ;  which  confideration  alone  gives  a  confi- 
•*  derable  advantage  to  Proteftant  countries,  in  point  of  commerce  as  well  as  population.  And 
**  reckoning  that  every  marriage,  one  with  another,  produces  four  children,"  viz.  two  for 
each  fex,  **  thefe  would  more  than  double  their  number  in  the  fame  age."  This,  we  doubt, 
is  not  ftriftly  true. 

According  to  Camden's  Britannia,  the  number  of  monafterics  fupprefled  in  England  and 
Wales,  firft  and  laft,  was  fix  hundred  and  forty-three,  befidc  ninety  colleges,  two  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  feventy-four  chantries  and  free  chapels,  and  one  hundred  and  ten  hofpitals. 
It  is  now  too  late  to  lament  the  demolition  of  all  the  monafterics,  two  or  three  of  which,  in 
every  county,  as  being  many  of  them  fpacious  and  ftately  edifices,  would  excellently  well  have 
fervcd  for  county  hofpitals  and  workhoufes  ;  much  more  fliould  the  overthrow  of  the  colleges 
be  lamented,  fince  even  the  two  illuftrious  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  were  includ- 
ed in  the  diflblution  aft  ;  and  it  was  fome  time  after,  that  the  King  was,  with  great  difficulty, 
induced  to  continue  them  in  their  former  condition  ;  yet  fo  inconfiftent  was  he,  almoft  at  the 
fame  time,  as  to  found  new  and  magnificent  colleges  in  thofe  Univerfities  :  and  what  fliall  we 
likewife  fay,  of  the  deftroying  of  fuch  as  were  real  hofpitals  for  the  fick  poor,  tlie  moft  inno- 
cent and  ufeful  of  any  one  kind  of  charity  whatever  ?  Thefe  matters  may  feem  almoft  foreign 
to  our  fubjeft ;  yet  when  we  ftill  meet  every  where  with  fuch  heaps  of  thofe  venerable  ruins, 
the  tffcSt  of  the  work  and  riches  of  many  ages,  it  is  fcarce  poffible  to  avoid  joining  with  Den- 
ham,  in  his  Poem  on  Cooper's  Hill,  in  lamenting  the  wild  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  a  ty- 
rannical monarch : 

**  Who  fees  thefe  difmal  heaps,  but  would  demand, 

**  What  barbarous  Invader  fack'd  the  land?  ♦ 

*•  But  when  he  hears  no  Goth  nor  Turk  did  bring 

**  This  defolation,  but  a  Chriftian  King  ; 

**  When  nothing  but  the  name  of  Zeal  appears 

*'  'Twixt  our  bed  adions  and  the  worft  of  theirs, 

**  What  docs  he  think  our  Sacrilege  would  fpare, 

**  When  fuch  th*  effects  of  our  Devotions  are  ?'* 

• 

This  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  time  tfiat  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies  began  to  be  haunted  by 

French  pirates  or  free-booters,  according  to  Herrera  and  other  hiftorians  of  thofe  parts.     In 
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1539  the  following  year,  Herrera  reports,  that  many  Portuguelc  caravels  traded  to  the  ifland  of  Hif- 
paniola,  who,  at  their  return,  did  not,  as  all  Spaniards  were  bound  to  do,  carry  their  cargoes 
to  the  India  Contraftation  Houfe  at  Seville,  by  which  means,  fays  he,  the  King  was  defraud- 
ed of  his  duties.  It  was  therefore  ordained,  in  that  fame  year,  that  none  Ihould  take  in 
any  lading  at  Hifpaniola,  without  giving  fecurity  to  enter  their  whole  cargo  at  the  faid  Houfc 
at  Seville. 

1540  This  year  was  the  firft  wherein  France  made  any  attempt  for  a  plantation  in  Canada  :  Ja- 
ques  Cartier,  already  mentioned,  having  now  failed  again  irom  St.  Malo  with  five  (hips  up  the 
great  river  St.  Lawrence,  four  leagues  above  the  haven  of  St.  Croix;  where  he,  jointly  with 
the  Baron  de  Roberval,  erefted  a  fort.  Others  make  Roberval's-firft  going  to  fettle  or  form 
an  eftabliftiment  at  Canada  to  be  in  the  year  1542,  with  two  hundred  men  and  women. 

The  ftate  of  fhipping,  even  in  the  port  of  London  was,  at  this  time,  but  low,  compared  with 
the  prefent times.  If  we  may  give  credit  to  Wheeler's  Treatife  of  Commerce,  in  quarto, 
1601,  *who  wrote  in  defence  of  the  Company  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers,  to  which  Compa- 
ny he  was  Secretary,  and  who  teftifies  confiderable  knowledge  in  mercantile  concerns ;  he  ex- 
prefsJy  aflerts,  **  that  about  fixty  years  before  he  wrote,  there  were  not  above  four  fhips,  be- 
♦*  fides  thofe  of  the  navy  royal,  that  were  above  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  each,  within 
**  the  river  of  Thames.'* 

There  being  a  great  coolnefs  at  this  time  between  King  Henry  VIIl.  of  England  and  his 
nephew  King  James  V.  of  Scotland,  who  was  ever  much  attached  to  the  French  intereft,  the 
latter,  in  the  year  1540,  prepared  a  navy  of  fifteen  (hips,  with  two  thoufand  men  in  them,  for 
fome  enterprize.  My  Lord  Herbert  **  does  not  pretend  certainly  to  know  James's  defign  in 
*'  thofe  preparations,  though  it  looked  as  if  he  hoped  to  annex  Ireland  to  his  crown,"  fays  his 
lordfliip,  *'  fince,  about  that  lime,  certain  Iri(h  gentlemen  came  to  invite  him  over  to  their 
**  country,  promifing  to  acknowledge  him  for  their  King ;  and  that  divers  noblemen  and 
**  gentlemen  of  Ireland  (hould  come  over  to  do  him  homage.  It  feems.  King  James  want- 
ed not  money  at  this  time ;  his  monaftical  clergy  giving  him  great  fums  to  keep  tlieir  houfes 

from  being  diflolved." 

From  the  great  numbers  of  Scotifh  Highland  volurtteers>  who,  in  thofe  times,  aflifted  the 
great  Irifh  chieftains  in  their  revolt  from  their  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  England,  it  feeme 
plain  enough  that  fuch  a  defign  was  meditated  by  King  James. 

Baldi\'iafirft  invades  the  fine  country  of  Chili  in  the  South  Sea  of  America,  and  became  maf- 
ter  of  fome  part  of  it :  ncverthelefs,  what  the  Spaniards  have  held  in  that  country  did,  for  ma- 
ny years,  coft  them  much  bloodfhed,  and  the  lofs  of  a  great  number  of  lives. 

The  Foedera,  volume  fourteenth,  p.  657,  703,  and  704,  acquaints  us,  that  King  Henry 
the  Eighth  fettled  yearly  penfions  of  fifty  pounds  on  one,  and  thirty-eight  pounds  on  two 
other  of  his  rauficians  -,  alfo  fome  others  of  them  had  one  fhilling  and  eight  pence,  and  others 
two  ftiillings  and  four  pence  daily  pay. 

Alfo,  (p.  705,  ibid.)  that  King  appoints  Thomas  Wakefield  to  be  his  firft  Profeflbr  of  He- 
brew, or  Reader  of  the  Hebrew  language^  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge  ;  this  being  his  own 
new  foundation. 

It  was  about  this  time,  that  (according  to  the  ingenious  author  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Parts  of  the  Prefent  State  of  England,  printed  in  oftav6^  and  publifhed  in  1683)  *<  cherry- 
**  trees  were  firft  brought  into  England  from  Flanders,  and  planted  in  Kent  with  fuch  fuc- 
**  ccfsi**  fays  that  author,  **  that  an  orchard  of  only  thirty-two  acres  produced  in  one  year  as 
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X540  "  much  as  yielded  one  thoufand  pounds."  Probably,  the  novelty  of  fo  delicious  a  frute 
made  people  at  firft  give  high  prices  for  it.  Yet  this  author,  in  another  place,  fays» 
that  Leonard  Mafcal,  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  gardener,  alleges,  that  both  pippins  and 
cherries  were  in  England  prior  to  the  fifteenth  year -of  that  Kii^,  1524.  Ncverthelefs^ 
Camden,  in  his  Britannia,^  alTerts,  that  the  Romans  introduced  the  growth  of  cherries  into 
Britain  whilft  that  empire  held  it.  If  fo,  it  is  flrange  that  the  Saxons  fuffcred  fo  fine  a  fruit 
to  be  loft  in  England. 

An  aft  of  Parliament  now  pRfled  in  Scotland,  which  appointed  in  every  burgh  an  officer,, 
for  the  fcaling  of  all  woollen-clotlis,  byway  of  prevention  of  all  drawers  ^/.  *.  flrainers  oc 
ftretchers)  thereof,  and  alfo  of  alllitftcrs  (i,e,  dyers)  of  falfe  colours. 
11541       In  this  year,  at  iheearncft  folicitation  of  Pope  Paul  111.  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  in  perfon^. 
undertook  a  third  expedition  to  the  Barbary  coaft,  which  proved  very  unfortunate.     It  was  a 
great  attempt,  being  no  lefs  than  the  total  conqueft  of  the  city  and  kingdom  of  Algiers;  for 
which,  it  muft  be  allowed,  his  preparations  were  proportionably  great.     His  flee^confifted  of 
iixty-four  gallies,  two  hundred  Ihips,  and  one  hundred  frigates,   (others  fay  five  hundred  fait 
of'all  forts)  carrying  twenty-two  thoufand  troops,  horfe  and  foot,  commanded,  under  the  Em- 
peror, by  the  Duke  d' Alva,  befide  retinue  and  mariners  :  but  when  he  got  on  that  coaft,  it 
being  the  month  of  Oftober,  and,  had  he  judged  right,  it  was  a  more  proper  feafon  for  re- 
turning  from  thence,  his  fleet  was  attacked  by  a  moft  violent  tempeft,  whilft  he  was  encamped 
before  Algiers  ;  which,  together  with  the  gallant  rcfiftance  of  HafTan-Aga,  BafTa  of  that  city 
and  kingdom,  obliged  the  Emperor  precipitately  to  raife  the  fiege,  and  fuddenly  to  embark  for 
Spain,  with  the  lofs  of  two-thirds  of  that  fine  army ;  having  alfo  had  moft  of  his  Ihips  dafhed 
to  pieces  againft  the  fliorcs.     This,  if  well  conduftcd^  was  uiidoubtedly  tlie  only  rational  me* 
thod  of  bridling  tlie  piracies  of  thofe  Barbary  Moors  ;  fince,  without  a  permanent  dominion, 
in  the  inland  country  behind  their  fea  ports,  for  affording  a  fupply  of  provifions  and  other  ne- 
ceflaries,  it  can  never  be  effeft ually  done  ;  as  is  plain  from  the  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  ftrong 
holds  on  that  coaft,  fppported  at  a  vaft  expence,  witliout  being  able  to  proteft  their  owncom-- 
mercc* 

It  would  have  been  nwrc^ prudent  in  King  Henry  VIII.  of  England,  if,  at  this  time,  he  had : 
employed  fomeofhis  treafure  in  fettling  part  of  North  America,  of  which  England  was  the 
firft  difcoverer,  (whereby  we  fhould  have  got  footing  there  almoft  feventy  years  fooner  than  we 
did)  than  for  him  expenfively  to  difplay  his  extreme  love  of  pomp  and  pageantry,  as  he  par*  - 
ticularly  did  in  the  year  1544,  when  he  crofted  the  fea  to  Calais,  in  a  fhip  with  fails  of  cloth  of 
gold,  ta  the  fiege  of  Boulogne,  where  his  pavilion  tent  was  of  the  fame  rich  ftufF;  over  the 

door   of  which   he  put  up  the  following  fuperb  motto,  viz.  Cut  aM^ro  prae/i, that  is 

Whomfocver  I  fhall  fiivour  ftial»  prevail.  And  if,,  inftead  of  intermeddling  fo  much  in  the 
quarrek  of  liis  continental  neighbours,  whilft  he  cruelly  deftrayed  many  of  his  own  fubjefts 
for  being  better  Chriftians  than  himfelf,  he  had  improved  his  commerce  and  manufafitures,. 
and  his  royal  navy-,  lie  might  have  fat  at  home  on  his  throne,  and  been  thf  abfolute.  umpire 
of  all  Chriftendora* 

It  was  probably  about  this  time,  that  (according  to  PufFendorf,  who  is  negligent  enough  of 
exaft  chronology,  in.  his  Hillory  of  Sweden)  the  firft  league  or  alliance  commenced  bctweea 
France  and  Sweden. 

Itfeems,  King  Guflavus  Erickfonof  S\yeden,obferving  that  the  Emperor  CharlesV.gavcevenr 
kind  of  afliftancc  to  the  Count  Palatine,  brother-ia-law  to  the  dethroned  and  imprifoned-King 

Chriftiera 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OP       THEORIGINOFCOM  MERCK.  69 

J.  IK 

1541  Chrifticrn  II.  in  order  to  rcftorc  that  unhappy  King  to  the  throne  of  the  three  iwrthein  king* 
doms,  from  which  he  had  been  expelled,  found  it  needful  to  flrengthen  himfcif  by  fome  potent 
foreign  alliance  as  a  counterbalance :  and  King  Francis  I.  of  France  being  engaged  in  the 
Smalcaldic  league  of  the  Proteftant  Princes  of  Germany  againft  that  Emperor,  Guftavus  dif- 
patched  an  ambaflador  to  Francis,  with  certain  propofals  concerning  a  mutual  commerce  be- 
tween both  nations  ;  particularly,  that  the  Swedes  would  fetch  their  wines,  fait,  &c.  direftly 
from  France  in  their  own  bottonis,  infleadof  taking tlicm at fecond  handfrom  the  Hollanders  ; 
and  Guftavus,  moreover,  propofed  to  ereft  magazines  of  fait  in  Sweden,  and  to  compel  every 
family,  as  is  done  in  France  itfelf,  to  take  a  certain  quantity  of  it  at  a  fixed  rate.  His  fait 
proje£l,  it  is  true,  did  not  fuccced ;  but  his  other  propofals  for  trade  were  well  received  by 
Francis,  to  whom  Guftavus  offered  his  aid  againft  the  Emperor.  Yet,  as  the  kingdom  of 
Sweden  was  till  then  very  little  known  in  France,  Francis  made  a  ftrift  enquiry  into  it|^ 
power,  conflitution,  &c»  .and  finding  fa  warlike  a  nation  capable  of  being  very  conducive  to 
the  purpofes  of  France,  he  not  only  agreed  on  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  two  king- 
doms, but  likewife  to  a  defenfive  alliance,  by  which  the  two  Kings  mutually  agreed  to  affift 
each  other  with  twenty-five  thoufand  troops,  and  fifty  fhips. 

An  Englifh  ftatute  was  made,  in  the  thirty-fecond  of  King  Henry  VIIT.  cap.  xiv.  by  which 
all  former  ftatutes  were  confirmed,  concerning  the  confining  the   importation  of  wines- from  i 
Gafcony,  and  woad  from  Touloufe,  to  Englifh  and  Irilh  fhips  alone. 

By  another  aft  of  this  fame  year,  cap.  xvi.  the*  power  which  King  Henry  VHI.  had  before 
affumed,  by  his  proclamation  alone,  of  remitting  to  merchant-aliens  tlic-  duties  they  would 
oihcrwifc  have  been  obliged  bylaw  to  pay,  is  now  confirmed  and  made  legal.  Such  abjcdk 
flaves  did  thofe  Parliaments  render  themfelves  to  thepleafures  of  that  monarch. 

There  is  another  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fame  thirty-fecond  of  Henry  VIIL  cap.  xvii.  f or  - 
paving  the  following  ftrectj-or  ways  in  London,  viz. 

*'  I.  The  ftreet  leading  from  Aldgate  to  Whitechapel  Church. 

"  II.  The  upper  part  of  the  lane  called  Chancery  Lane. 

"  ILL  The  way  leading  from  Holborn  Bars,  weft  ward,  towards  St.  Gilci  in  tha  Fields^  . 
*''as  far  as  any  habitation  is  on  botli  fides  of  the  laid  Hrect.  . 

"  IV.  Gray's  Inn  Lane. 

"V.  Shoe  Lane.     And, 

**  VI.  Feuter  (now  Fetter)  Lane  ;  the  two  laft  being  thoroughfares  and  paflJages  from  Fleet  ' 
**•  Street  into  Holborn.^ 

That  part  of  Chancery  Lane  now  to  be  paved  is  thus  defcribed,  viz.  **  From  the  bars  bcfidc  • 
"the  Rolls,  lately  fet  up  by  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  unto  the  faid  highway  in  Holborn."  This 
pafTage  (hews  the  age  of  the  Rolls  Office  in  Chancery  Lane,  and  alfo  that  all  Holborn  above 
the  city  bars  remained  unpaved  till  now  ;  neither  was  it  now  all  built  on  both  fides,  (nor  a 
good  while  later  than  this  time)  as  appears  by  a  map  of  Lgndon  in  Queen  Elizabetli's  reign. 
All  thefe  fix  ways,  now  direfted  to  be  paved,  are  herein  defcribed  as  "  very  foul,  and  full  of 
«*  pits  and  floughs,  very  perilous,  and  (noyous)  noifome,  as  well  for  the  King's  fubjeds  on  < 
"  horfeback  as  oa  foot,  and.  with  carriages  :"  yet  three  of  thefe,  viz.  Shoe  Lane,  Fetter  Lane, 
and  Chancery  Lane,  are  now  in  the  very  center  of  the  prefent  immenfe  contiguity,  and  all  the 
Tcftare  likewife  well  built  and. inhabited,  So  vaflis  thcincreafe  and  improvement  of  Londoa 
fiace  tliofe  times. 
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1541  In  the  fame  King's  thirty- fecond  year,  by  a  flatute,  cap.  xviii.  and  xix.  a  lift  of  decayed  cities 
and  towns  is  exhibited,  as  in  1535,  wherein  it  is  faid,  there  had  been,  in  times  paft,  many 
beautiful  houfcs,  viz.  within  the  walls  and  liberties  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  York,  Lincoln, 
Canterbury,    Coventry,    Bath,    Chichefter,    Salifbury,    Winchefter,    Briftol,    Scarborough, 
Hereford,    Colchefter,    Rochefter,  Portfmouth,  Poole,  Lynn,  Feverfliara,  Worcefter,  Staf- 
ford, Buckingham,    Pontefraft,    Grantham,    Exeter,    Ipfwicb,    Southampton,    Great  Yar- 
mouth, Oxenford,  Great  Wycombe,  Guildford,  Eftrctfore,   (quaere,  what  place,  if  not  Staf- 
ford ?)  Kingfton  upon  Hull,  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  Beverley,  Bedford,  Lcicefter,  and  Ber- 
wick.    And  in  cap.  xix.   Shafton,  Sherborn,  Bridport,  Dorchefter,  and  Weymouth,   (all  ia 
Dorfetfhire)   Plymouth,  Plympton,  Barnftable,  Taviftoke,  and  Dartmouth,  (all  in  Devon- 
fliire)    Lanccfton,    Leflceard,    Leftwithiel,    Bodmin,  Truro,    and  Helfton,  (all  in  Cornwall) 
!         Bridgwater,  Taunton,  Somerton,  and  Alchefter,  (all  in  Somerfetfhire)  Maiden  in  ElTex,  and 
laftly,  thetown  of  Warwiclj.     **  Which  houfe§  now  are  fallen  down,  decayed,  and  at  this  time 
-  **  remain  unre-edifiedas  defolatc  and  vacant  grounds,  many  of  them  nigh  adjoining  to  the 
**  high  ftreets,  replenifhed  with  much  uncleanlinefs  and  filth,  with  pits,  cellars,  and  vaults, 
•*  lying  open  and  uncovered,  to  the  great  peril  of  the  King's  fubjefts  ;  and  other  houfes  are  in 
<*  danger  of  falling.     Now,  if  the  owners  of  the  wafte  ground,  on  which  houfes  had  flood 
*'  witliin  twenty-five  years  back,  and  of  the  decaying  houfes,  do  not  within  three  years  time 
*'  rebuild  them,  then  the  Lord  of  whom  the  ground  is  held  may  re-enter,  and  feize  the  fame, 
**  kc.  as  in  a  like  law,  anno  1535."     Concerning  which  laws,  now  and  afterward,  it  may 
truly  be  faid,  they  were  well  enough  judged,  as  probably  the  nuifances  complained  of  were 
more  owing  to  carelcflhefs,  than  t;o  any  real  decay  in  moft  of  the  places  mentioned  in  thofe 
two  afts,  and  in  the  fubfequent  ones  of  this  century :  fince  it  is  well  known,  that  many  of 
"thofe  cities  and  towns  were,  in  thofe  very  times,  increafing  in  commerce  and  roanufafturcs  : 
fo  that  thefe  two  ftatutes  feem  to  Irave  proceeded  rather  from  a  particular  temporary  humour  or 
turn  of  that  Houfe  of  Commons,  than  from  any  real  decreafe  or  decay  of  all,  or  at  leaft   of 
many  of  the  above-named  places  ;  fince,  excepting  London,  Norwich,  Liverpool,  Northamp- 
ton, Chcfter,  Nottingham,  Cambridge,  and  a  few  more,  almoft  all  the  confiderable  cities  and 
towns  of  the  kingdom  are  thus  enumerated  as  decaying  ones,  which  is  almoft  impoflible  to 
have  been  tlie  cafe,  whilft  the  nation  was  in  general  increafing,  though  then  but  flowly,  in 
wealth  and  commerce.     This  therefore  feems  to  be  one  inftance,  at  leaft,  of  the  fallibility  of 
ibme  of  our  old  ftatutes  : — indeed,  fome  of  thofe  places  might  complain  of  a  real  decay,  which, 
perhaps  became  a  reafon  for  the  reprefentatives  of  other  places  to  include  them  alfo  in  tliat 
number,  though  probably  without  any  ground. 
f  j^,   ^      The  humour  of  coercive  laws,  for  building  up  of  wafte  ground  in  cities  and  towns  of  Eng- 
land, feems  to  have  taken  much  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VHL     We  have  juft  exhibited 
a  long  lift  of  fuch,  by  an  a£t  of  Parliament  in  1541  ;  and  by  an  aft  of  the  thirty^third  of  thi« 
King,  cap.  xxxvi.   it  is  preambled,  *'  That  whereas,  in  times  paft,  many  beautiful  houfes 
**  have  been  within  the  walls  and  liberties  of  the  cities  of  Canterbury  and  Rochefter,  the  towns 
*«  of  Stamford  and  Grimft)y  in  Lincolnfhire  ;  the   towns  of  Cambridge,  Darby,  Guildford, 
«*  Dunwich  ;  the  towns  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  with  their  members,  Lewes  in  Suflex,  and 
*'  Buckingham;  which  arc  now  fallen  down,  decayed,  and  remain  unre-edified — lying  as  de- 
.*'  folate,  with  much  ordure,  filth,  &c.  as  in  the  preceding  laws  is  fpecified. — Wherefore,  the 
**  owners  of  fuch  wafte  grounds,  and  of  thofe  decayed  houfes,  are  to  rebuild  tliem  within 
.^*  two  years  after  proclamation  made  by  the  Magiftrates  j  or  failing  them,  then  the  next  or 
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1542  "  chief  lord  of  the  foil  may  fcize  on  and  rebuild  the  fame  for  his  own  ufc,  fo  he  does  it  with- 
"  in  two  years  and  an  half  after.  And  in  default  of  his  not  re-entering  thereon,  then  any 
"  perfon,  having  a  rent-charge  on  the  premifes,  may  re-enter  as  in  the  before  named  cafe.  And, 
"  in  default  of  him  who  has  the  rent-charge,  then  the  Magiftrates  of  the  refpeftive  cities  and 
*•  towns  may  re-enter.  And  laftly,  if  the  faid  Magiftrates  fail  to  re-enter  and  rebuild  in  three 
"  years  time,  tlien  the  firft  owners  might  re-enter  and  poflefs  them,  as  in  their  former 
"  ftate.'*  • 

The  Englifh  merchants  of  Southampton  and  London,  we  find,  by  Hakluyt,  traded  to  Bra- 
fil  in  the  years  1540  and  1542  ;  which  feems  to  have  been  permitted  at  thofe  times,  and  until 
the  year  1580,  when  Spain  obtained  pofleflion  of  Portugal. 

After  the  death  of  King  James  V.  of  Scotland,  in  the  year  1542,  fays  Archbifliop  Nichol- 
fon,  in  his  Scotifh  Hjftorical  Library,  oftavo,  London  1702,  p.  319,  *'  we  hear  no  more  of 
*'  groats,  half-groats,  pennies,  or  halfpennies  (of  filver)  coined  in  Scotland;  nor  any  of  their 
'*  names  fo  much  as  once  mentioned  in  any  of  the  fubfequent  afts  of  Parliament.  It  is  fup- 
**  pofed,  that  by  this  time  the  price  of  filver  was  fo  rifen,  (or  rather  the  Scots,  like  the  French, 
*^  had  fo  raifcd  the  accounts  of  their  fums)  that  the  old  fmallcr  filver  coins,  which  took  their 
*'  denomination  from  pennies,  grew  into  difufe ;  and  the  pieces  that  were  thencefonvard  coin- 
**  ed,  took  theirs  from  fhillings  and  marks.  Thus,  in  France,  the  deniers  periihcd  and  were 
"  forgotten,  and  the  fols  and  livres  fucceeded  in  their  room.'* 

The  Portuguefe  Governor  of  Malacca  having  made  a  full  difcovery  of  the  coaft  of  China  in 
the  years  1540  and  1542 — he  was,  in  the  latter  yean  driven  by  a  ftorm  to  make  an  accidental 
difcovery  of  the  iflands  of  Japan,  lying  eaftward  from  China  between  the  north  latitude  of 
thirty  and  forty  degrees,  where  the  Portuguefe  were  at  firft  well  received. . 

King  Henry  VIIL  aflumed  this  year  the  title  of  King,  inftead  of  Lord  of  Ireland,  by  virtue 
of  an  Irifh  aft  of  Parliament.  Upon  which  circumftance,  Sir  James  Ware,  in  his  H'lftorical 
Relations,  obferves,  *'  That  albeit  the  Kings  of  England  had  been  abfolute  monarchs  of 
*'  Ireland  before,  though  only  with  the  title  of  Lords  of  it ;  yet,  becaufe  in  the  vulgar  con- 
"  ceit,  the  title  of  King  is  higher  than  that  of  Lord,  affuredly  the  aflliming  of  this  .title  hath 
'*  not  a  little  raifed  the  fovereignty  of  the  King  of  England  in  the  minds  of  this  people."  Yet 
he  at  the  fame  time  acknowledges,  **  that  although  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  then  Lord  Deputy, 
"  took  feveral  good  meafures  for  the  improvement  of  Ireland,  all  this  while  the  provinces  of 
**  Connaught  and  Ulfter,  with  a  good  part  of  Leinflcr,  were  not  reduced  to  (hire  ground.  And 
"  although  Munfter  was  anciently  divided  into  counties,  yet  the  people  were  become  fo  dege- 
"  nerate,  that  no  Jufticc  of  Aflize  durft  execute  his  commiflion  amongft  them." 

In  fuch  a  fituation  as  this,  there  could  be  no  room  for  any  thing  like  a  fettled  commerce  in 
Ireland  :  for  much  of  the  bulk  of  the  old  Englifh  race  were  become  fo  far  degenerated,  as  to 
have  loft  the  ufe  of  the  Englifh  tongue,  and,  becoming  mere  Irifh,  they  afTumed  Irifti  names  ; 
much  to  the  fhame  of  England,  in  not  making  a  more  compleat  conqucft  of  tlie  whole  ifland 
before  this  time.  Their  new  Irifh  names  were  fuch  as  Mac-William,  Mac-Pheris,  and  Mac- 
Yoris,  who  refufed  to  come  to  the  Parliaments  fummoned  by  the  King  of  England's  author 
rity. 

The  negligence  and  decay  of  the  eaftern  coaft  fifhing  towns  of  England  at  this  time,  is  ap- 
parent from  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  thirty-third  of  King  Henry  VI  L  cap.  ii.  which  c'e- 
fcribes  a  bad  cuftom  of  our  people  on  that  coaft,  who,  inftead  of  fifhing  themfelves,  went  la 
their  boats  half-feas  over,  and  bought  fiefh  fifh,  between  fhore  andfhore,  of  the  Flemings, 
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1542  Zealanders,  Picardy  men,  and  Normans.  It  was  therefore  now  en afted,  "  That  whofoever 
**  fhould  buy  any  frefh  fifh  in  that  manner,  (fturgeon,  porpoife,  and  fcal  excepted)  to  put  to 
**  fale  to  any  perfon  within  this  realm,  fhould  forfeit,  for  every  time,  ten  pounds.  But  this 
**  not  to  extend  to  fifli  bought  in  Iceland,  Scotland,  Orkney,  Shetland,  Ireland,  or  New- 
**  foundland,"  then  called  Newland. 

^543  ^^^  have  now  the  title  of  the  firft  law  ever  made  in  England  relating  to  Bankrupts,  in  the 
thirty-fourth  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  %iz.  •*  The  Lord  Chancellor,  Treafurer,  &c.  (hall 
"  take  order  with  bankrupt's  bodies,  lands  and  goods,  for  the  payment  of  their  debts."  But 
a  ftatute  in  the  thirteenth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  vii.  (which  complains  of  the  great  increafc 
of  them  in  the  year  1571)  explains  who  are  properly  bankrupts,  and  puts  the  method  of  pro- 

-  ceeding  concerning  them  pretty  nearly  on  the  fame  plan  as  at  prefent. 

In  this  year,  according  to  Louis  Guicciardini's  Hiftory  of  the  Netherlands,  the  renowned 
city  of  Antwerp  had  its  third  and  laft  great  enlargement  of  its  circuit,  by  extending  the  walls, 
fo  as  to  inclofe  what  is  called  the  new  town,  towards  the  north :  the  new  walls  were  built  of  fine 
hewn  ftone,  and  beautifully  adorned.     That  illuftrious  mercantile  city^  then  contained  about 

-  one  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants,  according  to  that  author,  who  had  diligently  computed 
,  the  lame. 

j:  From  the  under  named  ftatute  of  the  tliirty-fourth  and  thirty-fifth  of  King  Henry  VIII. 

•  cap.  vj.  it  feems  natural  to  conclude  that  pins,  (fuch  as  we  now  know  by  that  name,  and  chiefly 
ufed  by  the  ladies)  muft  have  been  but  of  very  recent  invention.     The  aft  fays,  "  That  no 

'  *'  perfon  Ihall  put  to  fale  any  pinnes,  but  only  fuch  as  fhall  be  double-headed,  and  have  the 
«'  heads  foldered  faft  to  the  Ihank  of  the  pinne  well  fmoothed,  the  fhank  well  fliaven,  the  point 
*<  well  and  round  filed,  cauted,  and  fliarpened.*'     Now  the  labour  and  time   of  making  pins 

.  after  this  manner,  as  it  muft  have  rendered  them  much  more  expenfive,  fhews  the  novelty 
of  the  invention,  which  probably  was  but  lately  brought  from  France.  And  the  inconveni- 
ence of  the  make  of  thofe  pins  naturally  fet  our  people  upon  improving  fo  tedious  and  clumfy 
a  manufafture ;  for,  in  about  three  years  time,  they  adopted  the  prefent  ingenious  and  expedi- 
tious manner  of  making  them,  viz.  by  the  thirty-feventh  of  this  King,  cap.  xiii.  repealing 
tlie  above  ftatute.  Before  the  invention  of  thefe  brafs  pins,  there  were  many  pretty  and  in- 
genious contrivances  for  the  convenience  of  the  drefs  and  ornament  of  both  fexes  ;  fuch  as 
ribbons,  loopholes,  laces  with  points  and  tags,  clafps,  hooks  and  eyes,  and  Ikewers  made 
of  brafs,  filver,  and  gold.  From  the  laft,  viz.  ikewers,  it  is  very  probable  that  pins  naturally 
proceeded,  being  no  other  than  fmaller  and  more  convenient  and  delicate  fkewers." 

Herrera  acquaints  us,  that,  in  this  year,  the  Spaniards  from  Mexico  failed  for  difcovery  on 
the  weft  fide  of  North  America  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  forty-four  degrees  north,  even  to  the 
further  part  of  California  ;  but  as  they  found  there  neither  gold  nor  filver,  and  only  very  cold 
and  frofty  weather,  they  returned  home  to  Mexico. 

We  have  now  an  authentic  proof  of  the  proportion  between  Englifh  and  Scotifli  money,  ftill 
of  the  fame  denomination.  It  is  in  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  31,  being  a  contract 
or  indenture  between  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  Commiflioners,  and  Matthew,  Earl  of  Lenox, 
concerning  flie  marriage  of  that  King's  niece,  L^dy  Margaret  Douglas,  to  that  Earl ;  and  for 
his  delivering  up  Dunbarton  Caftle,  &c.  to  Henry.  The  yearly  fum  to  be  fettled  on  that 
lady,  in  lands  in  England,  was  fix  thoufand  eight  hundred  marks  Scotifli  money,  or  one  thou- 

;iaod  feven  hundred  marks  fterling ;  being  ftill  in  the  proportion  as  one  is  to  four. 
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*4S4  Upon  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  returning  from  his  fuccefsful  fiege  of  Boulogne,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  he  had  grounds  to  apprehend  reprifals  from  fo  great  a  Prince  as  King  Fran- 
cis I.  of  France,  he  fet  about  fortifying  his  fea-coafts  i — He  began  with  guarding  the  entrance 
into  the  river  Thames,  by  erefting  the  fort  of  Tilbury,  and  a  battery  oppofite  to  it  at  Gravef- 
cnd.  Dover  was  his  next  care,  where  he  buiit  its  famous,  though  too  fruitlcfs  pier,  running 
out  into  the  fca,  at  the  cxpencc  of  no  lefs  a  fum  than  fixty-five  thoufand  pounds,  (if  tranfcri- 
bers  have  not  added  a  cypher  too  much)  and  fince  frequently  repaired  at  a  great  expence.  Portf- 
roouth  was  his  next  care,  and  afterwards  feveral  other  places.  Moreover,  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don having  till  then  been  the  only  magazine  of  the  kingdom  for  artillery  and  military  ftores, 
he  now  prudently  diftributed  much  of  them  in  thofe  newly  fortified  places  on  the  coaft,  which 
happened  extremely  opportune  ;  for  this  fame  year,  a  large  French  fleet  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  great  Ihips,  and  fixty  fmallcr  ones,  befide  twenty-five  galiies  from  the  Mediterranean, 
being  all  hired  merchant-fliips,  made  an  attempt  upon  Portfmouth,  whither  King  Henry  went 
in  perfon  to  its  relief.  My  Lord  Herbert,  and  other  hiftorians,  relate,  that  tlie  Englifli 
fleet  of  one  hundred  fail,  (which  alfo  were  all  hired  merchant-fliips)  fought  that  of  France, 
though  much  more  numerous,  for  two  hours,  and  made  them  fly  ip  their  own  coafts ;  but 
none  of  them  are  accurate  enough  to  give  us  any  account  of  the  order  or  form,  &c.  of  that  fea- 
fight,  nor  indeed  of  many  others  of  the  fame  kind*  This  Mr.  Rapin  terms  the  grcateft  effort 
that  France  had  ever  made  at  fea. 

We  again  find  tlie  French  pirates  or  freebooters  in  the  Weft  Indies,  according  to  Herrera, 
who  tells  us,  that  four  of  their  fliips,  with  a  tender,  entered  the  port  of  Santa  Marta,  where, 
landing  four  hundred  men,  the  Spanifli  inhabitants  abandoned  the  place,  which  the  French 
plundered  and  burned.  From  thence  they  failed  to  Carthagena,  where  they  praftifed  a  fimilar 
degree  of  rapine ;  that  place  having  not  been  as  yet  well  fortified.  Afterwards  they  attempted 
the  town  and  port  of  Havanna,  in  the  ifland  of  Cuba ;  when,  being  rcpulfcd  there,  they  return- 
ed home  by  the  Bahama  iflands. 

We  have,  in  two  former  inftances,  obferved  the  great  influence  which  corporation  cities 
and  towns  had  in  Parliament,  for  monopoHzing  to  themfelves  the  manufaftures  of  their  re- 
fpcftive  counties,  exclufive  of  the  villages  and  open  country,  viz.  in  the  cafe  of  rope-makin'^ 
at  Bridport,  in  Dorfetfliire,  and  that  of  the  woollen  manufafture  at  the  city  of  Worcefter,  and 
the  other  corporations  of  that  county.  The  cafe  now  before  us  is  that  of  a  peculiar  manufac- 
ture in  the  city  of  York,  viz.  coverlets  for  beds.  The  aft  which  eftabliflies  this  monopoly,  as 
ufual,  fets  forth,  in  fubftance,  •'  That  York  city  had  been  formerly  fupported  by  fundry 
**  handicrafts,  and  moft  principally  by  making  of  coverlets  and  coverings  for  beds,  whereby 
**  great  numbers  of  inhabitants  and  poor  people  in  that  city  and  fuburbs,  and  in  other  places 
**  of  the  county,  have  been  conftantly  employed.  But  that  of  late  years,  fundry  evil-difpofcd 
"  pcrfons,  apprentices,  not  expert  in  that  occupation,  had  withdrawn  themfelves  out  of  that 
"  city  into  the  county ;  and  divers  other  perfons,  inhabiting  the  villages  and  towns  of  that 
"  county,  and  nigh  to  the  faid  city,  have  intermeddled  with  the  faid  craft,  and  do  daily  make 
**  coverlets,  neither  of  good  fluff  or  proper  fize;  and  do  hawk  and  fell  them  abroad  in  the 

'*  county,  to  villages  and  men's  houfes,  &c.  to  the  great  deceit  of  the  King's  fubjefts,  &c." . 

All  which,  or  atleaft  the  bulk  of  it,  might  be  abfolutely  an  impofition  on  the  Parliament  for 
aught  that  we  can  tell  to  the  contrary.  It  was  now  therefore  cnafted,  ^*  That  no  perfon  what- 
*'  ever,  within  or  nigh  to  the  county  of  York,  fliall  make  any  coverlets  for  fale,  but  inhabi- 
^*  tants  alone  dwelling  witliin  the  city  of  York  and  its  fuburbs,  upon  forfeiture,  &c."     What 
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1544  could  be  a  greater  monopoly  than  this  ?  Or  what  a  greater  injuftice  to  the  poor  manufafturcrt 
in  other  parts  of  the  county  ? 

As  the  gradual  increafc  of  the  fuburbs  of  London  does,  in  a  great  meafure,  keep  pace  with 
the  gradual  increafe  of  the  general  commerce  of  England,  and  as  it  is,  moreover,  a  piece  of 
curious  and  entertaining  hiftory,  to  mark  the  gradual  advances  of  both,  we  therefore  have  no 
need  of  an  apology  for  exhibiting  whatever  occurs  of  that  kind. 

By  a  ftatute  of  the  thirty-fourth  and  thirty-fifth  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  12.  "  The  ftreets. 
*'  named  Whitecrofs-ftreet ;  Chifwell-ftreet,  leading  from  Whitecrofs-ftreet  unto  the  highway 
**  leading  to  Moor-gate ;  the  lane  called  Golding-lane,  and  the  ftreet  called  Grub-ftrect,  in  the 
**  parifh  of  St.  Giles,  without  Cripplegate;  the  ftreet  called  Gofwell-ftreet,  in  the  parifli  of 
**  St.  Botolph  without  Alderfgate;  Long-lane,  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Botolph  aforefaid,  and  of 
"  St.  Sepulchre,  without  Newgate;  the  ftreet  called  St.  John-ftreet,  leading  frora^^the  bars  of 
**  Smithfield  up  to  the  pound,  at  the  corner  of  the  wall  extending  along  the  highway  leading 
*'  to  Iflington  ;  and  alfo  the  ftreet  from  the  faid  bars  to  Cow  crofs  ;  the  lane  called  Water* 
*'  lane  in  Fleet-ftreet,  leading  down  to  the  Thames;  the  way  leading  without  Temple-bar 
*'  weftward,  by  and  unto  Clemer^ts-Inn  Gates,  and  New-Inn  Gates,  to  Drewry-place,  in  the 
**  county  of  Middlefex ;"  this  Ihews  that  it  was  not  then  built  on,  **  and  alfo  one  little  lane^ 
*'  ftretching  from  the  faid  way  to  the  fign  of  the  Bell  at  Drewry-lane  end  ;  and  the  common 
«*  way  leading  through  a  certain  place  called  Petit-France,  from  the  bars  of  the  weft-end  of 
*'  Tothill -ftreet  at  Weftminfter,  unto  the  uttermoft  part  of  the  weft-end  of  the  faid  place  cal- 
"  led  Petit-France ;  the  ftreet  or  highway  leading  from  Bifhopfgate  to  and  above  Shoreditch 
**  church ;  and  the  bridge  called  Strond-bridge,  and  the  way  leading  from  the  faid  bridge  to* 
•*  wards  Temple-bar;  and  the  lane  called  Folkue-lane,  from  the  garden  and  tenement  of  the 
•*  Biftiop  of  Litchfield,  and  the  gardens  and  tenement  called  the  Bell  and  Proftors,  down  ta 
*'  Strond*bridge,"  (thefe  names  are  now  unknown)  «*  be  very  foul  and  full  of  pits  and  floughs, 
*«  very  perilous  and  noyous,  and  very  neceflary  to  be  kept  clean,  for  the  avoiding  of  corrupt 
"  favours,  and  an  occafion  of  peftilence.  For  the  amendment  and  reformation  whereof,  all  who 
**  have  any  lands  or  tenements  adjoining  to  the  aforefaid  ftreets,  lanes,  and  ways,  fliall  fuffi- 
"  ciently  pave  the  fame  with  paying-ftones,  every  man  fucli  part  and  quantity  of  the  faid  ftreets 
"  and  ways,  unto  the  midft  of  tliem,  in  length  and  breadth,  as  his  lands  or  tenements  do  lie  or 
**  extend,  in  like  manner  and  form  as  the  ftreets  of  the  city  of  London  be  paved,  with  caufeys 
**  or  channels  in  the  midft  of  the  fame  ftreets,  and  ftiall  yearly  maintain  the  fame." 

In  the  fame  year,  an  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  13.  enabled  the  county  palatine  of  Chefter  to 
be  reprefented  in  Parliament  by  two  knights,  and  the  city  of  Chefter  by  two  citizens ;  this 
being  the  firft  time  that  ever  that  county  or  city  had  any  reprefentatives  to  fit  in  Parliament. 
And  thus  this  county  remains  to  the  prefent  day,  there  being  no  other  towns  in  it  but  the  city 
of  Chefter  which  are  reprefented  in  Parliament. 

In  this  year  King  Henry  VIII.  being  at  war  with  Scotland,  the  Englifti  army  took  and  pil- 
laged the  town  and  port  of  Leith,  which  is  properly  the  port  of  Edinburgh.  And  my  Lord 
Herbert  hereupon  remarks,  **  That,  on  that  occafion,  the  Englifti  found  more  riches  in 
"  Leith  than  they  could  eafily  have  imagined." 

In  that  fame  war.  Dr.  Drake,  in  his  Hiftoria  Anglo-Scotica,  p.  351,  relates,  «*  That  the 
*«  Engliih  took  twenty-eight  of  the  principal  fliips  of  all  Scotland,  fraught  with  all  kinds  of 
"  rich  merchandize,  as  they  returned  from  France,  Flanders,  Denmark,  and  other  countries; 

*'  and 
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1544  *'  and  they  brought  them  into  th'e  Englifli  ports.'*     So  that  Scotland,  at  this  time,  appears  to 
have  pofleffed  fome  confiderable  fhare  of  foreign  commerce. 

The  fame  year,  fays  Lord  Herbert,  King  Henry  VHI.  finding  that  the  money  of  this  king- 
dom was  drained  away  by  his  crafty  neighbours,  he,  to  remedy  the  evil,  raifed  the  price  of 
gold  from  forty-five  fhillings  to  forty  eight  fliillings  per  ounce  ;  and  filver  from  three  Ihillings 
and  ninepence  to  four  Ihillings  per  ounce. 

As  yet,  the  prefent  great  fuburb  of  London,  eaftward  along  the  north  bank  of  the  Thames, 
fincc  named  Wapping,  had  not,  as  far  as  appears,  any  exiftcnce  as  a  fuburb,  or  was  not  built 
up  into  houfes :  for,  by  an  aft  of  Parliament,  the  thirty-fifth  of  King  Henry  VHL  cap.  9. 
"  Wapping  Marfli,  in  the  county  of  Middlefcx,  is  direfted  to  be  divided  by  certain  perfons 
**  affigned,  or  by  any  fix  of  them.  And  Richard  Hill  of  London,  mercer,  the  aflignec  of  Cor- 
**  nelius  Wandcrdelf,  who,  at  his  own  charge,  inned,  inbanked,  and  recovered  the  fame, 
"  being  drowned,  (hall  have  the  one  moiety  thereof  to  him  and  to  his  heirs ;"  it  having  been 
before  this  time'  within  the  flux  of  the  tide  and  the  Thames.  •  Thofe  banks  being,  in  the  year 
1565,  broken  in  feveral  parts  by  inundations,  were  repaired ;  but  were  again  damaged  in  the 
year  157 1,  when,  for  the  greater  fecurity  of  the  banks  hereafter,  they  firft  began  to  ere  ft  houfes 
on  them,  the  memory  of  which  is  ftill  preferved  in  a  ftreet  there,  called  Wapping-wall. 

In  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  thirty-fourth  and  thirty-fifth  of  Henry  VIIL  cap.  21.  rela- 
ting to  grants  of  lands  by  the  King,  it  is  therein  cnafted,  *'  That  for  over-grants  of  lands, 
*'  more  than  was  fpecified  and  intended  by  the  King,  the  grantees  (hall  content  and  pay  to  the 
**  King  after  the  rate  of  twenty  years  purchafe."  Yet  this  is  by  no  means  a  rule  to  judge  of 
the  value  or  purchafe  of  lands  at  that  time,  which  certainly  was  very  much  lower  than  this  va- 
luation ;  and  which,  moft  probably,  was  intended  as  a  puniihment  and  a  caution  to  all  gran- 
tecs  not  to  conceal  the  quantum  of  the  crown*s  grants. 

The  ftreets  of  the  town  of  Cambridge  were  firft  direfted  by  a  ftatute  of  the  tliirty-fifth  of 
Henry  VHI.  cap.  16.  to  be  paved  with  ftone. — See  the  year  1410. 

And  in  the  fame  year,  cap.  17.  a  very  good  flatute,  and  tlie  firft  of  the  kind,  was  made  for 
prcferving  the  woods  of  England,  as  well  for  the  benefit  of  houfe  and  ihip-timber,  as  for 
firing:  which  ftatute  was,  by  the  twelfth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  25.  made  perpetual. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fame  year,  cap.  24.  wc  find  that  two  hundred  acres  of  land, 
(viz.  one  hundred  of  meadow,  and  one  hundred  of  pafture)  at  Maddingly  in  Cambridgefhire, 
with  the  appurtenances,  arc  thereby  declared  "  to  be,  in  the  whole,  of  the  yearly  value  of  ten 
**  pounds,  and  fo  letten  to  farm  at  this  day,  to  the  ufe  and  intent  that  the  profits  thereof 
**  Ihould  be  for  the  fees  and  wages  of  the  knights,  in  Parliament,  for  the  county  of  Cambridge ; 
"  and  this  land  therefore  was  called  the  Shire-manor ;  and  was  now  aftually  let  to  John 
"*'  Hinde,  fcrjeant-at-law,  for  that  fum  yearly;"  being  twelve-pence  per  acre  yearly  rent. — 
This  is  a  better  guide  to  the  true  value  of  lands  in  thofe  times  than  the  preceding  quotation 
from  cap.  21.  of  the  fame  year  ;  which  lands  may  at  prefent  be  worth  near  twenty  times  the 
faid  valuation. 

King  Francis  I.  of  France  having  been,  as  already  related,  the  firft  Chriftian  monarch  who 
entered  into  an  alliance  with  the  Turks,  joined  with  Sultan  Solyman,  the  Grand  Seignior,  in 
the  attack  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  And  whilft  Solyman  attacked  Hungary,  and  pof-. 
fefled  himfelf  of  Strigonia  and  Alb?,  he,  Solyman,  fent  one  hundred  and  thirty  gallics  to  the 
coaft  of  Lombardy,  and  formed  a  junftion  with  twenty-two  French  gallies,  jointly  beficg- 
ing  the  city  of  Nice,  belonging   to  the  Duke  of  Savoy.     The  town  they  foon  took,'  but 
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1544  the  cattle  proved  too  hard  for  them,  and  fo  they  raifed  the  ficgc;  and  the  famous  Turkift 
admiral,  Heyradin  Barbarolfa,  wintered  with  his  fleet  in  the  harbours  of  Provence.  And, 
fays  Mczerai,  during  the  war  between  Henry  II.  of  France  and  the  faid  Charles  V.  Sultan 
Solyman  failed  not  every  year  to  aflift  the  former  with  a  naval  force. 

In  the  fame  thirty-fifth  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  4.  we  have  another  ftatute  for  re- 
pairing and  rebuilding  of  decayed  houfcs  and  watte  places  in  the  following  towns,  cxaftly  in 
the  fame  ft ile  as  the  afts  of  153.5,  1541,  and  L542,  viz.  in  Shrewfbury^  Chetter,  Ludlow, 
Haverfordwett,  Pembroke,  Tenby,  Caermarthen,  Montgomery,  Cardiff,  Swanefle,  (that  is, 
Swanfey)  Co wb ridge,  New  Radnor,  and  Preftend,  (I  e,  Pretteing)  in  Radnorftiire,  Breck- 
nock and  Monmouth,  Maiden  in  Eflex,  Abergavenny,  Uike,  Cacrleon  and  Newport  inMon- 
mouthfhire,  Lancafter,  Prefton,  Lyrepoole,  (/.  e,  Liverpool)  and  Wigart  in  Lancafhire.— 
The  remedy  for  repairing  the  decayed  houfes,  and  building  the  wafte-grounds,  is  exa£tly 
the  fame  as  is  prefcribcd  by  the  three  ftatutcs,  already  mentioned,  and  probably  with  as  little 
reafon. 

A  judicious  obfervcr  will,  we  imagine,  naturally  remark,  that  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  fafliion. 
or  example,  even  in  the  important  fubjcft  of  afts  of  Parliament  of  England.  Thus,  one  age, 
from  an  applauded  example  or  tw^o,  runs  more  into  one  kind  of  reformation  of  abufes  ;  ano- 
ther age  into  fome  other  kind,  for  the  fame  reafon.  This,  and  the  other  three  ttatutes,  fufli- 
ciently  exhautted  the  fubjeft  they  relate  to,  having  therein  gone  through  not  only  almoft  all. 
the  confiderable  cities  and  towns  of  the  kingdom,  London  excepted,  but  have  even  defcended 
to  feveral  towns  which  neither  are,  nor  ever  were  of  confidcration  enough  ta  have  fo  much  re 
gard  paid  to  them ;  yet  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  the  defign  in  general  is  very  laudable.  After 
the  rcftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  the  making  of  rivers  navigable,  and  the  repairing  and  deep- 
ening of  harbours,  had  a  confiderable  run  ;  and  the  latt  and  prefent  generation  have,  in  a  great 
meafure,  followed  the  fame  praftice  ;  but,  in  our  time,  public  fpirit  has  been  very  greatly  ex- 
erted in  building  bridges,  making  roads,  and  forming  internal  navigations. 
1545  According  to  Herrera's  Hiftory  of  Spaniflt  America,  the  unparalleled  filver  mines  of  Potofi, 
in  Peru,  which  had  been  difcovered  a  little  time  before,  but  remained  till  now  concealed  from 
the  King's  officers,  were,  in  this  year,  firtt  regittered  in  the  King  of  Spain's  books.  It  is  re- 
lated, that  an  Indian  running  up  that  mountain  after  a  deer,  difcovered  the  fii*tt  mine,  by  lay- 
ing hold  of,  and  tearing  up  by  the  root,  a  fhrub  which  grew  out  of  a  vein  of  ore.  Tlie  next 
year  other  veins  were  difcovered,  fays  that  author,  on  this  feemingly  inexhauttible  mountain  ;  ^ 
which  being  noifed  abroad,  brought  mott  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  La  Plata  to  fettle 
there ;  fo  that  in  a  (hort  time,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  thofe  mines,  there  fprung  up  the 
largcft  town  in  all  Peru,  where  there  is  a  prodigious  trade.  The  mountain  lies  in  twenty-one 
degrees  and  forty  minutes  of  fouth  latitude;  yet,  becaufe  of  its  great  height,  it  is  cold  and  dry, 
and  by  nature  barren,  producing  neither  fruits  nor  grafs.  The  colour  of  its  earth  is  a  dark 
red.  Such  were  the  riches  drawn  from  thofe  mines,  that  even  in  thofe  times,  the  King's  fifth 
amounted  to  one  million  and  a  half  of  pieces  of  eight  yearly ;  although,  in  thofe  early  days, 
the  King  was  robbed  of  much  of  his  due;  not  one -third  part  of  the  filver  being  flamped  and 
regittered.  He  adds,  that  in  the  year  1585,  they  counted  one  hundred  and  eleven  millions 
that  had  paid  the  King's  fifth,  from  the  firtt  difcovery  of  the  mines  to  that  year,  befidc  an  im- 
menfe  quantity  that  had  never  paid  it  at  all.  It  feems,  that  it  was  firtt  found  to  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  feparate  the  metal  from  the  earth  or  drofs  by  dint  of  fire  ;  the  ancients  being  ignorant 
of  the  fccret  of  feparating  the  metal  of  filver  by  mercury,  although  they  knew  that  of  goW,  and 
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1545,  thougRt  tfca'  mercury  would  not  cleave  to  any  other  metal.  The  Spaniards,  however,  after- 
wards difcovcred  that  it  would  cling  to  filver  alfo,  though  not  fo  foon ;  but  it  has  no  effeft 
upon  other  metals.     And  (ince  this  difcovery,  the  poorer  ore,  which  cannot  be  refined  by  fire, 

•  is  not  loft  as  formerly  ;  for  the  quickfilver  perfeftly  clears  the  filver  without  fire.  There  were, 
itfeems,  no  quickfilver  mines  in  Europe,  according  to  our  author,  until  after  the  difcovery 
ef  America,  excepting  thofe  of  Carinthia  in  Germany,  and  of  Almadin  in  Spain;  but,  in  the 
year  1566^  tliey  difcovered  one  near  Guamanga  in  Peru,  by  which  the  crown  gets,  it  is  faid, 
four  hundred  thoufand  dollars  of  clear  profit  annually,  befides  what  is  gained  by  clcanfing  the 
metal  with  mercury,  amounting  to  a  vaft  fum.  *•  Two-thirds  of  all  the  filver  which  arrives 
**  in  Europe  from  America,*'  fays  our  author,  "  comes  from  Peru." 

To  this  account  of  the  moft  famous  filver  mines  in  the  univerfe,  and  of  tlie  great  improve- 
ment in  refining  the  metal  by  quickfilver,  handed  down  to  us  by  fo  autlientic  an  author,  we 
may  venture  to  add,  that  fince  Herrera's  days,  there  have  been  other  very  rich  filver  mines 

•  difcovered  in  Peru  ;  and  particularly,  it  is  faid,  there  was  a  very  rich  one  difcovered  near 
Cufco,  fo  lately  as  the  year  17 12. 

Under  this  fame  year.  Father  Daniel  tells  us  of  a  French  fliip  of  war  carrying  one  hundred 
krge  brafs  cannon  ;  yet  he  neverthelefs  owns,  io  general,  that  the  largeft  (hips  of  war,  in  for- 
mer times,  were  not  to  be  compared  for  bulk  with  thofe  of  a  modern  period ;  fince,  in  old 
times,  large  fleets  were  fitted  out  from  harbours,  where  now  (hips  of  a  moderate  fize  have  not 
water  enough  to  float  them  ;  of  which  Havre-de*Grace,  built  by  King  Francis  I.  and  many 
other  places,  may  be  inftanced.  Our  Engliih  naval  hiilorians  think  that  (hips  had  not,  as  at 
prefent,  gun  port-holes  till  this  time;  before  which,  they  only  placed  a  few  cannon  on  their 
upper-decks,  and  on  their  prow  and  poop  ;  fighting  with  cannon  in  (hips  being  but  juft  come 
into  ufe.  Father  Daniel  tlrerefore  may  be  miftaken  as  to  the  date  of  his  hundred  gun  (hip. 
1546  We  are  now  come  to  the  time  when  intereft,  or  ufance  for  money  lent,  in  thofe  days,  and 
always  known  by  the  name  of  ufury,  was  firft  fettled  in  England  by  law.  It  is  a  ftatute  of  the 
thirty  feventh  year  of  King  Henry  VIII.  cap.  9.  entitled.  How  oflfenders  in  ufury  (hall  be 
punilhed.  **  Before  this  time,**  fays  the  judicious  Sir  Jofiah  Child,  "  there  was  no  law  for 
*«  limiting  the  rate  of  intereft  ;  there  was  then  little  trade,  and  as  little  money  in  the  nation  ; 
*•  whecefore,  every  man  took  fuch  an  intereft  for  what  money  he  could  put  out  as  he  could 
"  get,  which,  in  fundry  inftances,  to  be  found  in  hiftory  here  and  there,  was,  before  this 
"  time,  generally  higher  than  ten  percent."  as  appears  alfo,  in  part,  from  the  ftrong  expref- 
fions  in  this  law,  the  preamble  whereof  fays*  '•  That  fundry  ftatutes  have  been  made  for  the 
"  avoiding  and  puni(liment  of  ufury,  being  a  thing  unlawful,"  (and  yet,  with  the  fame  breath, 
thefe  lawgivers  eftabli(h  it ;  for  this  was  the  church's  opinion  of  thofe  times,  though  never 
uniformly  put  in  praftice)  **  and  of  other  corrupt  bargains,  fhifts,  and  chevifances;  which 
"  ftatutes  are  fo  obfure,  and  dark  in  intents,"  (fo  framed  on  purpofe,  to  leave  room  to  avoid 
the  penalties,  whilft,  in  general  words,  all  ufury,  to  pleafe  the  clergy,  was  declared; fin ful) 
"  and  are  of  fo  little  force,  that,  by  reafon  thereof,  little  or  no  puni(hment  hathcnfued  to  the 
"  offenders  of  the  fame.  For  reformation  whereof,"  fays  this  preamble  gravely^  *<  be  it 
**  ena£led,  *'  That  all  former  ftatutes  concerning  ufury,  fhifts,  &c.  and  all  forfeitures  and 
**  penalties  concerning  the  fame,  be  henceforth  utterly  void." 
Next,  this  aft  prohibits  the  tricks  made  ufe  of  to  evade  the  laws  forbidding  ufury  :  as, 
•*  I.  The  fhift,  by  felling  of  merchandize  to  a  perfon>  and  within  three  months  after,  buy- 
*«  ing  the  fame  of  him  at  a  lefTer  price. 
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1546  **  II.  None  (hall,  by  way  of  any  corrupt  bargain,  loan,  exchange,  chevifancc,  Ihlft,  intereft 
**  of  any  wares,  merchandizes,  or  other  thing  whatever,  or  by  any  corrupt  or  deceitful  way, 
**  or  by  any  covin,  engine,  or  deceitful  way  of  conveyance,  receive  or  accept,  in  lucre  or 
**  gains,  for  the  forbearing  or  giving  day  of  payment  of  one  whole  year,  of  and  for  his  or  their 
■*  money,  or  other  thing  that  fhall  be  due  for  the  fame  wares,  &c.  above  the  fum  of  ten  pounds 
•*  in  the  hundred,  neither  for  money  nor  merchandize,  nor  yet  for  mortgages  of  lands  and 
•*  tenements,  under  the  forfeiture  of  treble  the  value  of  the  principal  money  lent,  and  of  the 
*'  ilTues  and  profits  of  the  faid  lands  or  tenements,  and  fhall  alfo  be  imprifoned,  and  make 
•*  fine  and  ranfom  at  the  King's  will  and  plcafurc.  Of  this  forfeiture  one  moiety  to  be  the 
•*  King's,  and  the  other  the  informer's." 

The  good  folks,  in  the  fifth  and  fixth  of  King  Edward  VI.  repealed  this  law  in  the  year 
155 1-2,  and  determined  all  intereft  taken  for  money  to  be  unlawful.  But  the  wifer  folks  of 
the  thirteenth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth  repealed  that  law,  and  reftored  this  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
as  will  be  fecn  in  their  places. 

In  the  fifteenth  volume,  p.  95,  of  the  Foedera,  there  is  a  treaty  of  peace  between  England 
and  France,  by  which  King  Henry  VIII.  agrees  to  furrender  Boulogne  and  its  territory  to 
Francis  I.  in  eight  year«  time,  on  condition  of  being  paid  by  Francis  two  millions  of  French 
crowns,  &c.  and  all  new  impofitions  on  commerce  in  cither  kingdom,  for  the  laft  fifty 
years,  were  agreed  to  be  abolifhed.  Hall's  Chronicle  fays,  that  juft  before  the  conclufion  of 
this  treaty,  the  Englifh  entered  the  river  Seine  with  one  hundred  and  fi'xty  fail  of  large  Ihips, 
and  came  before  the  town  of  Havre-de-Grace,  where  the  French  fleet  was,  confifting  of  two 
hundred  Ihips,  and  twenty-fix  galiies  of  force,  whereof  tlie  Pope  had  fent  twenty  ;  but  a  ftorm 
foon  feparated  the  two  fleets  without  any  aAion. 

The  great  wealtli  of  the  Fuggers,  merchants  of  Auglburg,  now  living  at  Antwerp,  who 
liave  been  already  named  under  the  year  1535,  appears  again  in  vol.  xv.  p.  loi,  of  the  Fcedcra; 
by  an  acquittance  of  Anthony  Fuggcr  and  nephews  to  King  Henry  VIII.  of  England,  and  to 
the  city  of  London,  bound  with  him,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  eighty  pounds  Flemilh,  which  that  King  had  borrowed  of  him. 

And,  in  the  year  1547,  the  firft  of  King  Edward  VI.  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  152,  tliat 
young  King  had  borrowed  of  the  fame  perfons  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty  Caroline  florins,  on  the  fccurity  of  the  city  of  London  ;  for  which  the  King 
grants  the  city  his  indemnification. 

Thus  we  fee,  that  in  thofc  times,  even  our  great  monarchs  frequently  could  not  borrow 
beyond-  fea,  without  the  collateral  fecurity  of  our  renowned  metropolis. 

In  the  fame  fifteenth  volume,  p.  103,  under  the  year  1546,  there  is  a  grant  of  King  Hen- 
ry VIII.  to  Philip,  Count  Palatine  of  the  Rhine,  of  an  annual  penfion  of  ten  thoufand 
German  florins,  each  of  which  was  then  worth  three  fhillings  and  fourpence  fterling :  fo  that 
as  Englifli  coins  were  near  twice  as  weighty  as  in  our  time,  a  German  florin  might  then  pro- 
bably be  worth  near  fix  fhillings  of  our  money,  though  now  but  about  two  fhillings  and  four- 
pence.  Which  fhews,  that  the  reft  of  Europe,  and  Germany  in  particular,  gradually  raifed 
the  nominal,  whllft  they  leflened  the  real  value  of  their  coins. 

By  the  fame  volume,  p.  105,  of  the  Foedera,  it  appears,  that  there  was  much  finery  and 

gaiety  of  apparel,  &c.  in  thofe  times,  though  not  fo  generally  difFufed  as  in  our  more  opulent 

Jays  :  for,  in  the  year  1546,  King  Henry  VIII.  grants  a  licence  to  two  Florentine  merchants, 

therein  named,  to  import,  for  three  years  to  come,  the  following  rich  merchandize,  which, 
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1546  he  fays,  "  were  for  the  pleafure  of  us  and  our  dcareft  wife,  the  Queen,  our  nobles,  gentlemen, 

and  others,  viz.  All  manner  of  goldfmith's  work  of  gold  and  filver;   all  manner  of  Iklns 

and  furs,  of  fables,  &c.  all  manner  of  cloths  of  tiflue  of  gold,  filver,  tinfcl,  velvet,  and  filk, 
**  cloths  of  tapeftryand  arras,  mixed  with  gold  and  filver;  all  forts  of  fringes  and  lace,  wrought 
**  with  gold  and  filver,  or  othcrwife." 

By  a  ftatute  of  this  thirty-feventh  of  King  Henry  VIII  cap.  21.  two  parilh  churches,  or 
one  church  and  a  chapel,  not  being  above  one  mile  afunder,  and  one  of  them  not  exceeding 
the  yearly  value  of  fix  pounds,  may  be  united  into  one,  with  the  confent  of  the  Bifhop, 
patrons,  and  incumbent,  &c.  &c.  It  feeras,  by  the  preamble  to  this  aft,  that  there  were 
n>any  parfonages  in  England,  the  glebes,  tythes,  and  other  yearly  profits  of  which,  were  not 
fufficient  to  maintain  a  pricft  or  curate  for  the  benefit  of  the  parifhioners  ;  and  as,  within  a 
mile  or  lefs  of  fuch  poor  parfonage,  there  happens,  in  many  places,  to  be  another  parilh 
church,  fituated  as  conveniently  for  the  faid  parifhioners  as  their  own  church  may  be  ; — And 
whereas,  the  expcncc  of  fupporting  the  faid  two  churches,  for  reparations,  &c.  is  greater  than 
fuch  poor  parifhioners  can  bear  ;  therefore,  if  one  of  thofe  church  livings  happen  not  to  exceed 
the  yearly  value  of  fix  pounds  in  the  King's  books,  it  may  be  anited  to  the  other  parifh 
church.  Yet  the  confolidation,  or  union,  may  be  afterwards  made  void,  provided  the  pa- 
rifhioners of  fuch  poor  parifh  fhall,  in  one  year  after  fuch  union,  properly  fecure  and  afTure  to 
the  incumbent  of  the  faid  parifh  the  yearly  payment  of  fo  much  money,  as,  with  the  fum  that 
the  faid  parifhes  rated  at  in  the  King's  Court  of  firft  Fruits  and  Tenths,  fliall  amount  to  the 
full  fum  of  eight  pounds  yearly. 

The  fifteenth  volume,  p.  no,  &c^  gives  King  Henry  Eighth's  laft  will  and  teflament  in 
this  fame  year.  Among  other  things,  he  bequeaths  ^*r  to  our  daughters  Mary  and  Elizabeth, 
**  at  their  marriages,  they  being  married  to  any  outward,"  i.e.  foreign,  "  potentate,  (by  the 
*'  advice  of  the  aforefaid  counfellors)  if  we  beftow  them  not  in  our  life  time,  ten  thoufand 
*'  pounds,  in  money,  plate,  jewels,  and  houfhold  fluffs,  for  each  of  them;  or  a  larger  fum, 
"  at  the  difcretion  of  our  executors." 
T547  In  this  year,  the  firfl  of  King  Edward  VI.  Peter  Baude,  a  Frenchman,  was  the  firfl  who, 
in  England,  cafl  iron  ordnance  or  cannon,  fays  the  author  of  an  oftavo  book,  intitled,  Eng« 
lifh  Worthies  in  Church  and  State,  Londor^  1684.  As  the  Englifh  made  ufe  of  cannon 
two  hundred  years  prior  to  this  time,  it  is  fomewhat  ftrange  they  were  fo  late  in  manufaftur- 
ing  iron  ordnance  as  this  year,  and  brafs  cannon  as  the  year  1635, 

Upon  theacceffion  of  King  Edward  VI.  to  the  crown  of  England,  he  fettled  a  penfion  of 
one  hundred  pounds  yearly,  for  life,  on  each  of  his  two  phyficians,  as  appears  in  the  fifteenth 
volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  143. 

Alfo,  according  to  p.  157  of  the  fame  volume,  that  King  fettled  a  falary  of  two  hundred 
marks,  or  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds  fix  fhillings  and  eight-pence,  on  the  Lord 
High  Admiral,  in  the  pcrfon  of  his  uncle  Thomas  Lord  Seymour.  And  in  the  year  1549,  an 
equal  falary  was  fettled  on  his  fucccfTor,  John  Earl  of  Warwick. 

The  fame  year,  according  to  Howell's  Londinopolis,  "  the  price  of  Malm  fey  wine,  then 
"  the  only  fwect  wine  imported,  and  then  only  by  the  Lombards,  was  but  three  halfpence  the 
**  pint ;"  for  which  he  gives  for  voucher  the  church  books  of  St.  Andrew  Underfhaft  in  Lon- 
don in  that  year,  **  wherein  it  appears,  that  the  churchwardens  paid  ten  fhillings  for  eighty 
"  pints  of  Malmfey  fpent  in  the  church." 

Under 
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1547  Under  this  fame  year,  Thuanus,  Ub.  129,  fpeaking  of  the  progrefs  of  lilk,  from  the  eaft 
to  the  weftern  parts,  relates,  that,  in  the  reign  of  King  Francis  I.  of  France,  who  died  in  tliis 
year,  filk  profpered  in  Touraine,  but  more  efp^ecially  in  Provence,  as  lying  moft  foutherly ; 
it  profpered  alfo  at  Avignon,  Lyons,  and  feveral  other  parts  of  France;  but  being  alfo  at- 
tempted about  Paris,  the  climate  was  found  not  to  be  proper  for  it,  though  the  greateil  care 
was  taken  of  the  (ilk  worms  at  Fontainbleau. 

Yet  Mezerai,  fpeaking  of  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  the  fucceflbr  of  Funcis,  alleges,  that  filk 
was  ftill  dear  and  fcarce  in  France.  This  Prince,  according  to  iiim,  was  the  firft  who  wore  a 
pair  of  filk  knit  {lockings. 

In  this  firft  year  of  King  Edward  VI.  we  have  a-ftatute  againft  vagabonds,  cap.  iii.  which 
carries  fo  many  marks  of  the  ancient  bondage  of  the  lower  clafs  of  the  people  of  England,  that 
it  is  no  wonder  it  was  repealed  in  the  third  and  fourth  years  of  the  fame  reign,  and  ftill  further 
in  the  thirty-ninth  of  Queen  Elizabetli,  as  improper  for  a  free  and  commercial  people.  It 
enafts,  **  That  a  run-a-gate  fervant,  or  any  other  who  liveth  idly  and  loiteringly  by  the  fpacc 
*'  of  three  days,  being  brought  before  two  juftices  of  the  pqace,  they  fhall  caufe  him  to  be 
*•  marked  with  an  hot  iron  on  the  breaft  with  the  mark  F^  and  adjudge  him  to  be  the  flave  of 
"  him  who  brought  him,  for  two  years  after ;  who  fhall  take  the  faid  ftave,  and  give  him 
**  bread,  water,  or  linall  drink,  and  refufe  meat,  and  caufe  him  to  work  by  beating,  chaining, 
**  or.  otherwife,  in  fuch  work  and  labour  as  he  fliall  put  him  to,  be  it  never  fo  vile.  And  if 
*'  fuch  flave  .abfent  himfelf  from  his  faid  mafter  within  the  faid  term  of  two  years,  by  the 
**  fpace  of  fourteen  days,  then  he  fhall  be  marked  on  the  forehead,  or  the  ball  of  the  cheek, 
**  with  an  hot  iroji,  with  the  fign  of  an  5,  and  further  fhall  be  adjudged  to  be  flave  to  his 
*'  faid  mafter  for  ever.  And  if  the  faid  flave  fhall  run  av^ray  a  fecond  time,  he  fhall  be  adjudged 
**  a  felon. — It  fhall  be  lawful  to  every  perfon,  to  whom  any  fhall  be  adjudged  a  flave,  to  put 
*'  a  ring  of  iron  about  his  neck,  arm,  or  leg. 

"  A  juftice  of  peace  may  bind  a  beggar's  man-child  apprentice  to  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
*^  and  a  woman-child  to  the  age  of  twenty  years,  to  any  that  will  require  them.  And  if  the 
"  faid  child  run  away,  then  his  mafter  may  retain  and  ufe  him  for  the  term  aforefaid  as  his 
**  flave."  Here  the  word  flave  is  named  feven  times,  befides  twice  more  in  a  claufe  needlefs 
to  be  tranfcribed,  concerning  clerks  attainted  or  conviil. 

"  All  impotent,  maimed,  or  aged  perfons,  who  cannot  be  taken  for  vagabonds,  fhall  have 
*'  convenient  houfes  provided  for  them,  and  otherwife  fhall  be  relieved  in  the  cities  or  towns 
**  where  they  were  born,  or  where  moft  converfant  by  the  fpace  of  three  years,  by  the  willing 
*'  and  charitable  difpofition  of  the  parifhioners ;  and  none  other  fhall  be  fufFered  to  beg  there." 
This  very  lame  claufe  contains  an  exprefs  inconfiftency  or  contradiftion  ;  the  firft  part  of  it 
being  an  injunftion  in  behalf  of  the  poor,  or  beggars,  an-d  the  latter  part  leaves  it  to  the  willing 
and  charitable  difpofition  of  people.  Tliis  way  of  making  provifion  for  the  difabled  and  aged 
poor,  is  to  be  found  in  the  ftatute  book  both  before  and  after  this  time  ;  but  as  thefe  afts  were 
more  properly,  and  indeed  merely,  recommendatory,  they  always  proved  ineffe£lual. 

At  this  time,  it  feems,  the  ancient  city  of  York  was  become  much  decayed.  A  ftatute  of 
the  fame  year,  cap.  ix.  reprefents  its  declenfion  in  the  following  terms,  viz.  "  In  that  city  and 
**  fuburbs  there  are  many  parifh  churches,  which  heretofore  (the  fame  being  well  inhabited 
•*  and  replenifhed  wjth  people)  were  good  and  honeft  livings  for  learned  incumbents,  by  rea- 
*'  fdn  of  the  privy  tythes  of  the  rich  merchants,  and  of  the  offerings  of  a  great  multitude ; 
-**  which  livings  being  now  fo  much  decayed  by  the  ruin  and  decay  of  the  faid  city,  and  of  the 

"  trade 
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1547  "  trade  of  merchandize  there,  the  revenues  and  profits  of  divers  of  the  fame  benefices  arc  not, 
**  at  this  prefent  time,  above  the  clear  yearly  value  of  one  pound  fix  fhillings  and  eight-pence, 
"  fo  that  a  great  fort  of  them  are  not  a  competent  and  honeft  living  for  a  good  curate ;  yea, 
**  and  no  perfon  will  take  the  cure,  but  that  of  neceflity  there  is  fome  chantry  prieft,  or  elfe 
**  fome  late  religious  perfon,"  /.  e.  monk,  "  being  a  ftipendiary,  taken  and  appointed  to  the 
*'  faid  cure  and  benefice,  which,  for  the  moft  part,  are  unlearned  and  very  ignorant  perfons. 
"  Wherefore,  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  that  city,  and  the  Ordinary  or  his  deputy,  and  fix 
"  Jufticcs  of  Peace  in  the  faid  city,  are  hereby  impowered  to  unite  the  faid  parilhcs  into  fewer 
"  number ;  to  wit,  fo  many  of  the  faid  parifhes  into  one  parilh,  as  Ihall  tp  them  be  thought 
**  convenient  to  be  a  living  for  one  honeft  incumbent,  fo  as  the  clear  yearly  value  exceed  not 
**  twenty  pounds. — The  fuperfluous  churches  fhall  be  pulled  down,  toward  the  reparation 
**  and  enlargement  of  the  other  churches,  or  of  the  bridges  of  the  faid  city,  and  the  relief  of 
"  the  poor."  The  reft  of  this  aft  contains  a  provifion  for  the  then  incumbents  of  united 
parilhes  ;  the  King's  firft-fruits  and  tenths,  &c. 

As  afts  of  Parliament  do  not  always  fufficiently  fct  forth  the  true  grounds  of  many  evils 
they  are  defigned  to  reftify,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark  on  this  ftatute,  that  the  fmallnefs  of 
thofe  livings  in  York  city,  as  in  many  other  places,  was  probably  owing  to  the  light  of  the 
reformation  from  popery,  by  which  the  ignorant  and  ill-judged  zeal  of  the  laity  received  a 
great  check:  dying  perfons  ^itid  others,  in  ignorant  times,  frequently  erefted  and  endowed 
new  parifhes  unneceflarily ;  and  many  of  thofe  endowments  were  at  firft  but  fmall,  fo  that 
when  in  confequence  of  the  reformation,  the  privy-tythes  of  the  rich,  and  the  offerings  of  the 
multitude  failed,  and  money  alfo  was  becoming  gradually  lefs  valuable,  tliey  were  naturally  re- 
duced to  their  original  value,  though  a  wrong  caufe  of  fuch  failure  was  often  affigned.  The 
zealous  method  of  multiplying  of  parifhes  in  many  cities  and  towns  in  old  times,  renders  it 
impoffible  to  form  any  certain  judgment  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  from  that  of  the  parilhes 
in  them.  Thus,  for  inftance,  the  town  of  Newcaftlc  upon  Tyne  has  but  four  parilhes 'in  it, 
though  it  probably  may  now  contain  fixty  thoufand  inhabitants  ;  and  York  city  has  ftill  twen- 
ty-eight parifhes,  without  containing  half  the  faid  number  of  people  :  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
have  each  of  them  above  thrice  as  many  parifhes  as  Newcaftle,  with  little  more  than  a  quarter 
of  the  number  of  people  in  each  ;  and  the  fame  might  be  faid  of  many  other  places. 

The  herring  fifhing  of  the  Hollanders  was  now  fo  confiderable,  and  was  become  of  fuch 
importance  to  that  people,  that  their  great  Penfionary  De  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland, 
part  II.  cap.  i.  relates,  **  That  the  States  of  Holland,  though  then  but  low,  and  although  it 
**  was  in  a  time  of  peace,  fitted  out  eight  fhips  of  war  for  the  defence  of  the  faid  filhery." 

Voltaire,  in  his  introduftion  to  his  eflay  on  the  age  of  King  Louis  XIV.  of  France,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  times  of  King  Francis  I.  fays,  **  The  French,  though  polfefled  of  harbours,  both 
"  on  the  Ocean  and  Mediterranean,  were  yet  without  a  navy;  and  though  immerfed  in 
"  luxury,  had  only  a  few  coarfe  manufaftures.  The  Jews,  Genoefe,  Venetians,  Portuguefe, 
"  the  Flemings,  Dutch,  and  Englifh  traded  fuccellively  for  us,  we  being  ignorant  even  of 
**  the  firft  principles  of  commerce." 

The  ftatute,  cap.  xiv.  which  now  granted  King  Edward  VI.  all  the  Popifh  chantries,  &c. 

in  England,  not  difpofed  of  by  the  thirty-feventh  of  Henry  VIII.  cap.  iv.  did,  amongft  other 

ufcs,  direft  part  of  the  rents  fettled  on  thofe  chantries,  •*  tb  be  applied  towards  the  maifi- 

**  tenance  of  piers,  juttecs,  walls  or  banks  againft  the  rage  of  the  fea,  havens,  and  creeks." 

Vol.  n.  L  It 
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1547  It  had  been  well  if  that  application  hafl  duly  taken  place,  as  it  would  have  beeiiproduftivc  of 

great  national  benefit. 

And  by  cap.  v.  of  the  fccond  year  of  that  young  King,  **^  all  the  fee  farms,  payable  by  any 
**  city  or  town-corporate  to  the  crown,  are  direfted,  during  the  three  foUowing  years,  to  be 
"  bcftowed  folely  about  repairing  of  walla  and  bridges,  and  fetting  the  poor  on  work,  or  other 
"  good  deeds  in  every  fuch  city  and  town.**     But  few  or  none  of  thefe  fine  things  or  good  - 
deeds  were  ever  put  in  praftice, 
^548       A  very  neceflary  ftatute  was  alfo  made  in  the  fecond  and  third  of  Edward  VI.  cap.  xr. 
"  for  rettraining  the  fellers  of  all  manner  of  provifions  in  England  from  combining  together, 
*^  not  to  fell  but  at  a  fixed  price;  and  alfo  for  reftraining  workmen  and  labourers  not  to  make 
**  or  do  their  works  but  at  a  certain  fixed  price,  or  to  do  but  a  certain  wock  in  a  day,,  or  not 
**  to  work  but  at  certain  hours."     A  claufe,  wifely  intended,  was  added  to  thi«  aft,  **  licenfing. 
**^  all  manner  of  workmen  relating  to  building  of  houfes,  &c.  to  follow  tl^ir  occupations  in 
**  all  cities  and  towns  corporate,  although  th^  did  not  live  therein,  nor  were  free  of  fuch 
**  corporations."     But  this  wife  claufe  was  repealed  by  a  ftatute  of  the  third  and  fourth  of  this 
King,  cap.  xx.  plainly  (asappears)  by  the  interpofirion  of  the  city  of  London.     It  fets  fortiv 
**^  That  the  city  of  London  being  the  King's  chamber,  and  moft  ancient  city  of  this  realm, 
**^  the  artificers  and  craftfmen  of  the  arts,^  ciafts,  and  myfteries  aforefaid  are  at  great  cofts  and 
**  charges,  as  well  in  bearing  and  paying  of  taxes,  tallages,  fubfidies,  fcot,  lot,  and  other 
**  charges,  as  well  to  the  King's  Majefty  as  to  the  faid  city,  aid  ac  many  and  fundry  triumphs^ 
•*^  and  other  times  for  the  King's  honour;  and  that  if  foreigners,'.'  /.  c*  non-freemen,  '^-fhould 
♦*^  come  and  work  among  them,  witliin  the  liberties  of  the  faid  city,  contrary  to  theh  ancient 
**  privileges,  the  fame  fhould  be  a  great  decay  of  cunning,  and  an  impoverifhraent  and  driv- 
**  ing  away  of  the  freemen^  being  artificers  of  the  crafts,  arts,  and  nvyfteiies  aforefaid  withiiv 
**  the  faid  city  of  London^  tctlie  great  hurt  and  deftruftion  of  the  faid  city.     For  reforma- 
*^  tion  whereof,  the  faid  claufe  is  hereby  repealed  entirely."     So  that,  although  the  reafoiis 
for  this  repeal  arc  exprefled  as  above  only  in  refpeft  to  London,  yet  the  repeal,  being  general^ 
took  in  all  other  corporation  cities  and  towns  ;  and  fo  it  remains  to  our  own  times,  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  moft  wife  and  judicious  men. 

In  the  ferae  fecond  and  third  of  King  Edward  VL  there  was  a  kind  of  Lent  enjoined,  part* 
ly  ccclefiaftical  and  partly  political,  by  a  ftatute,  cap.  xix,  whereby,  although  in  the  preamble 
it  is  exprefsly  admitted,  **  That  all  days  and  all  meats  be  of  their  nature  of  one  equal  purity: 
**  and  holinefs,  none  of  which  can  defile  Chriftian  men — yet  forafmuch  as  divers  of  the  King's* 
**  fubjefts,  turning  their  knowledge  therein  to  fatisfy  their  fenfuality,  have  of  late,  more  thaa 
•*  in  limes  paft,  broken  and  contemned  fuch  abftinence  as  hath  been  ufed  in  this  realm  upon 
•*  the  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  Emb6ring-days,  and  other  days  commonly  called  Vigils,  and  in 
**  the  time  commonly  called  Lent.  And  confidering  that  due  and  godly  abftinence  is  a  means 
•^  to  virtue,  and  ta  fubdue  men's  bodies  to  their  foul  and  fpirit;  and  confidering  alfo,  diat 
•*  fiihcrs  may  thereby  the  rather  be  fet  on  work,  whereby  much  flefh  fhall  be  faved  and  in* 
"  creafed,"  how  diflferently  do  our  landed  men  and  farmers  reafbn  in  our  days  on  this  fubje£l! 
«*  and  alfo  for  divers  other  confiderations,  it  was  enafted^ 

*'  I.  That  all  former  laws  concerning  faftmg  be  repealed. 

**  II.  That  none  eat  flefh  upon  Fridays,  Saturdays,,  and  Emberihg-days,  nor  in  Lent,  nor 
•*  yet  on  any  fuch  other  days  as  is  and  has  been- accounted  a  filh  day,"  this  claufe  feems  to  be 
purpofely  exprefled  very  loofely  for  a  loophole,  "  on  pain  of  forfeiting  ten  fhillhigs  for  the 
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IJ48  <*  firft  offence,  and  ten  days  impnfonment,  without,  all  that  time,  eating  any  flefh;  and  twenty 
*«  (hillings  and  twenty  days  iraprifonment  for  the  fecond,  and  for  every  following  offence." 

*'  111.  This  aft  Ihall  not  extend  to  any  who  may  hav?  the  King's  licence,  nor  to  aged, 
<«  weakly,  fick,  or  maimed  perfons,  nor  to  women  witli  child,  or  lying-in,  nor  to  prifoners, 
*^  nor  to  the  King's  .lieutenants,  or  captains  of  his  army  or  forts  ;  neither  fhall  it  extend  to 
^*  St.  Lawrence  Evers  St.  Mark's  Day,  nor  to  any  as  heretofore  have  obtained  licence  from 
^*  the  Archbifhop  of  Canterl>ury,'* 

By  cap.  iii.of  the  faid  fecond  and  third  of  King  Edward  VL  f©r  regulating  the  purveyors 
for  the  King's  houlhold,  poll  horfes  are  therein  fixed  at  one  penny  per  mile. 

In  Strype's  Ecclefiaftical  Memorials,  under  the  year  1548,  wheat  w^s  fix  fliillings  and  eight- 
pence  per  quarter,  and  barley,  malt,  and  rye  at  five  fhillings,  peafe  ^nd  beans  at  four  fhillings. 
We  can  fra^ne  no  true  eflimate  of  the  difference  of  the  value  of  the  coins  at  this  time  from 
thofe  of  our  own  time,  that  innocent  young  King  being  mifled  by  his  Miniflers  to  deb^fe  his 
coin  in  a  fhameful  manner,  till  the  laft  year  of  his  reign,  when  it  was  made  of  the  fame  value 
as  in  our  own  days,  and  has  fo  continued  ever  fince. 

By  a  flatutc  of  this  fecond  and  third  years  of  King  Edward  Vt.  cap.  vi.  all  manner  of  duties 
snd  other  incumbrances,  doles  or  Ihares  of  fiih,  till  now  taken  by  admirals  and  their  fubfti- 
tutes,  &c.  from  thofe  ufing  the  fifhing  trade  of  Newfoundland,  Iceland,  &c.  are  taken  off: 
^*  foraCmuch,''  fays  the  preamble,  **  as,  within  tiiefc  few  years  paft,  there  have  becr^  takea 
**  by  certain  of  the  officers  of  the  Admiralty  divers  great  exactions,  as  funis  of  money,  doles, 
^*  or  (hares  of  fifli,  &c.  to  tlie  great  difcouragement  of  tliofe  fiflieries,  and  of  damage  to  the 
**  whole  commonwealth — For  reformation  whereof,  &c.  it  was  enaftcd  ^s  above." 

About  this  time,  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  is  faid  to  have  begun  to  put  in  execution  a  dc- 
fign  he  had  long  been  forming,  of  reducing  the  republic  of  Genoa  to  a  flate  of  abfolute  de* 
pendence  on  him,  thereby  to  keep  a  door  always  open  for  his  armies  from  Spain  to  pafs  into 
Italy.  For  the  Genoefe,  notwitliflanding  the  decay  of  their  former  vaft  commerce,  were  ftill 
immenfcly  rich  ;  and  being  great  bankers  and  dealers  in  money,  he  reafonably  concluded,  that 
if,  by  extraordinary  allowances  for  intercfl,  he  could  draw  their  money  into  his  exchequer,  he 
ihould,  in  that  cafe,  poficfs  himfclf  of  the  furcfl  pledges  they  could  give  him  of  their  fidelity. 
In  this  year  therefore  that  Emperor,  being  in  the  Netherlands,  fent  for  his  eldeft  fon  Philip  to 
come  to  him,  who  failing  from  Barcelona  to  Genoa,  in  order  to  go  tlirough  Germany  to  his 
father,  the  Genoefe,  for  a  fortnight  together,  entertained  him  with  furprizing  magnificence, 
(fays  their  hiftorian  De  Mailly.)  That  Prince,  whilft  there,  by  the  Duke  D*Alva*s  advice, 
propofed  to  that  republic  to  permit  the  Spaniards  to  build  a  citadel  in  their  fuburbs,  where 
their  garrifon  might,  for  the  future,  fecurc  that  city  from  the  frequent  confpiracies  and  tumults 
to  which  they  were  fo  liable.  But  that  propofal  was  not  only  unanimpufiy  rcjefted,  but  like- 
wife  the  vafl  retinue  of  this  Prince  juftly  alarmed  the  Senate,  and  occaGoncd  a  great  fqnabble 
between  them  and  the  Genoefe,  which  was  not  quelled  without  bloodihed,  fo  that  the  Prince 
was  glad  to  leave  Genoa.  Whereupon,  fays  De  Mailly,  the  Emperor  took  other  meafures  to 
fccure  to  himfclf  the  fidelity  of  the  Genoefe  ;  for  he  determined  never  to  pay  the  principal 
fums  due  to  them,  which  he  had  borrowed  for  his  occafions  in  Italy  and  the  Netherlands,  (fee 
alfo  Thuani  Hiftoria,  lib.  ^xi.)  and  only  to  pay  them  the  arrears  of  interefl ;  to  the  end,  that 
remaining  always  in  their  debt,  they  might  live  in  a  Conftent  dread  of  embroiling  themfelves 
with  a  Prince  v^ho  owed  them  fo  much.  His  foo  Philip  II.  improved  upon  his  father's 
ichemc^  by  which  many  millions  of  money  were  borrowed  of  them  on  the  fecurity  of  the 
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1548  duties  on  the  commerce  of  Spain  aind  America.  But  Philip  being  foon  after  greatly  cxhauftcd 
by  his  Netherland  wars,  he  not  only  fufpcnded  the  payment  of  any  part  of  the  principal,  but 
even  of  its  intcreft,  which  occailoned  much  clamour  and  diftrefs  in  Genoa,  where  fo  many 
families  lived  entirely  on  the  intcreft  of  the  money  gotten  in  traffic  by  their  ancellors  ;  as  is^ 
the  cafe  at  this  day  with  many  principal  inhabitants  of  Antwerp,  though  long  fincc  deprived 
of  its  immenfe  trade,  fo  comfortable  are  the  efFefts  which  even  a  departed  commerce  leates  be- 
hind it  for  many  fucceeding  generations.  King  Philip's  real  or  pretended  inability  to  pay 
even  the  intereft  of  thole  large  fums,  made  him  at  firft  begin  to  cavil  with  tlie  creditors,  on 
account  of  certain  fmall  pretended  mifreckonings,  and  to  infill  that  he  had  overpaid  tlleir  in* 
tereft  :  he  therefore  obtained  the  Pope's  approbation,  for  deducing  out  of  their  principal  debt 
fo  much  as  they  had  recerved  more  than  what  his  HoHnefs.  and  King  Philip  thought  fit  to  call 
legal  intereft.  On  their  capital,  however,  thus  reduced,  it  is  faid  by  fbme,  though  it  fcems 
untruly,  that  the  Court  of  Spain  were  ever  after  punftual  on  paying  the  intereft.  By  thofc 
vaft  loans,  the  Genoefe  are  faid,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  have  governed  the  rate  of  intereft  in 
other  parts  of  Europe.  Thus  at  firft  they  had  ten  per  cent,  from  thofe  Princes,  afterwards  it 
was  reduced  to  feven  per  cent,  and  fince  lower ;  and  probably  tlic  fixing  of  ufury  at  ten  pet- 
cent,  by  law  in  England,  in  the  year  1546,  took  its  rife  from  the  praftice  of  Genoa. 

And  here  let  us  add  a  melancholy  and  moft  interefting  remark,  for  the  ferious  confidcration 
of  thofe  to  whom  it  more  immediately  relates  in  our  own  days,  which  was  made  many  years 
ago  by  the  ingenious  Dr.  D'Avenant,  in  his  Difcourfes  on  the  public  Revenues  and  Trade  of 
England,  publifhed  in  oflavo,  in  the  year  1698,  "  That  tliofe  large  anticipations  of  King 
•*  Philip  II.  which  were  continued  from  year  to  year,  without  any  meafures  thought  on  for 
**  lellening  the  debt,  have  more  contributed  to  fink  the  Spanilh  monarchy  than  all  their  other 
•'  bad  eounfels  put  together.  The  chief  branches  of  that  kingdom's  revenue  being  employed 
•'  in  payment  of  intereft  of  money  borrowed  one  hundred  years  ago';  the  nourifhment,  which 
"  fhould  fupport  the  body-politic,  being  diverted  another  way,  it  becomes  weak  and  unable 
**  to  refift  accidents.  And  when  a  people  fo  involved,  come  to  be  engaged  in  a  foreign  war, 
*'  it  is  quickly  evident  to  their  enemies,  that  they  arc  not  much  to  be  feared  for  tlieir  power  j 
*'  and  to  their  friends,  that  they  are  not  to  be  depended  on  for  help."  All  which,  we  fear, 
may  foon  become  eminently  the  cafe  much  nearer  home,  than  it  was  at  the  time  that  able 
author  thus  folidly  warned  the  then  government  to  beware  of  anticipations  i  the  whole  nation- 
al debt  fcarcely  amounting  in  1698  to  ten  millions. 

B^  Upon  a  review  of  this  important  remark  of  D' Ayenant^s,  the  author,  with  profound  re* 
fpeft,  and  purely  out  of  his  warm  zeal  for  the  public  welfare,  moft  humbly  prefumes  to  dedi- 
cate and  recommend  to  our  prefent  patriot  Miniftry,  and  to  their  fucceflbrs  in  power,  this 
fingle  paragraph  only,  for  their  moft  ferious  confidcration  ;  as  they  would  have  the  gtorious 
epithet  of  Patriot  joined  to  their  names  to  lateft  pofterity  ;  humbly  praying,,  that  his  honeft 
zeal  may  not  be  conftrued  to  be  diftating  to  his  fuperiors,  which  lie  is  far  from  prefuming 
to  do. 

1549  In  vol.  XV.  p.  181,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Edward  VI.  grants  apenfion  of  one  hundred  and 
fixty-fix  pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and  four-pence  to  Sebaftian  Cabot,  who,  it  fecms,  had  now- 
left  the  fervice  of  Spain ;  which  grant,  fays  King  Edward,  was  for  fervices  done,  and  to  be  done 
by  him.  He  muft  then  have  been  an  old  man,  it  being  fifty-three  years  fince  his  voyage 
with  his  father  to  the  American  coafts,  in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VII.     That  fum  w^as 
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1549  continued  to  him  during  life  by  Queen' Mary ;  Ibid,  p.  427.  he  having  been  Governor  of  the 
Ruflia  Company,  and,  for  the  reft  of  his  hfe,  the  great  direftor  of  our  naval  expeditions. 

Other  penfions,  by  that  Prince  granted  this  fame  year,  though  not  immediately  relating  to 
our  fubjeft,  (ibid,  p.  192,  193,)  were  one  hundred  pounds  peK  annum  each  to  Martin  Eucer 
and  Paul  Fagius,  two  eminent  foreign  Proteflant  Divines,  and  (p.  2O0y  forty  marks  per  annum 
to  Peter  Vannes,  his  Secretary  for  the  Latin  tongue.  Alfo  (p.  201)  three  hundred  and  fevcnty- 
five  pounds  per  annum,  during  pleafure,  to  his  faithful  friend,  Otho  Duke  of  Brunfvvick. 

That  good  young  Prince,  likewife,  through  his  own  inclination,  and  the  advice  of  Arch- 
biftiop  Cranmer,  gave  great  affiftancc  to  perfecuted  foreign  Proteftants,  many  thoufands  of 
whom  fettled  in  various  parts  of  England,  but  principally  at  London,  Southwark,  Canter- 
bury, Sandwich,  Maidftone,  Southampton,  Norwich,  and  Colchefter;  where  they  had  the 
free  cxercife  of  their  religion  in  feparate  congregations,  fome  of  which  remain  to  the  prefent 
time,  and  where  manufafturcs  were  fo  greatly  cultivated  and  improved  by  their  means,  as  not 
only  to  enrich  thofe  places  where  they  were  fettled,  but  to  prove  very  beneficial  to  the  whole 
kingdom.  In  the  fhort  perfecuting  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  thofe  poor  people  were  forced  again 
to  fly  beyond  fea,  though,  at  her  death,  they  returned  to  their  old  habitations.  They  con- 
fifted  of  Walloons,  Germans,  French,  Italians,  Polanders,  and  Swifs,  and  there  was,  in 
thofe  times,  even  a  congregation  of  Proteflant  Spaniards  in  London. 

Wc  have  already  remarked  from  my  Lord  Bacon,  Lord  Herbert,  &c.  that  the  humour  of 
inclofing  the  lands  of  England  for  pafturc,  inftead  of  arable,  had  made  the  common  people, 
at  different  times,  very  uneafy  ;  fo  that  they  had  now  begun  violently  to  lay  them  open  by  in- 
furreftions  in  many  diffi^rent  counties,  without  having  patience  to  wait  their  being  laid  open 
by  a  proclamation  from  the  King  already  ilTued,  becaufe  the  proprietors  were  not  fo  quick  in 
obeying  it  as  the  mob  expefted.     And  of  all  others,  that  in  Norfolk,  in  this  fame  year  1549, 
was  the  moft  remarkable  and  furious,  headed  by  one  Ket  and  Flowerdew,  who,  by  firing  of 
beacons,  and  ringing  of  bells,  drew  many  thoufands  of  the  lower  people  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk 
to  join  them,  and  committed  many  very  grievous  and  fhocking  outrages.     Ket  was  a  tanner  at 
Wymondham,  Norfolk.  They  did  infinite  damage  and  mifchief  to  the  city  of  Norwich,  which 
they  almofl  laid  defolate,  by  either  driving  the  induftrious  and  wealthy  inhabitants  out  of  it,  or 
clfe  miferably  butchering  them ;  fo  that  this  city  became  a  receptacle  for  idle,  loofe,  and  ex- 
travagant vagrants: — "  In  which  condition,"  fays  Roger  Coke,  Efq;  in  his  Reflexions  an. 
the  Eall  India  and  African  Companies,  printed  in  the  year  1695,  •'  it  was  tliought  fo  dan- 
"  gerous  to  the  Government,  that,  in  tlie  beginning  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  it  wasoftert 
"  debated  in  Council,  whether,  for  this  caufe,  it  fhould  not  be  demolifhed.     But,"  fays  he, 
•*  a  better  fate  attended  that  noble  city,  through  the  wifdom  of  that  great  Qiicen,  and  the 
•*  cruelty  of  the  Netherland  perfecution  about  twenty  years  after  this  time."     This  infurrcc- 
tion  occafioncd  the  flaughter  of  about  five  thoufand  of  the  rioters ;  Ket,  their  leader,  was 
taken  and  hanged  on  the  top  of  Norwich  caflle. 

There  had,  indeed,  been  many  inclofures  lately  made  out  of  wafle,  marfliy,  and  other  kinds 
of  barren  and  common  grounds,  in  confequence  of  which  great  improvements  were  efFefted. 
But  as  the  poorer  fort  became  thereby  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  fuch  wafle,  he,  grounds,  for 
feeding  their  cattle,  and  alfo  for  fuel,  it  is  not  much  to  be  wondered,  that  great  clamours  were 
raifed  on  that  account,  which  at  length  burfl  out  into  open  riots,  firfl  in  Kent,  and  after- 
wards in  the  counties  of  Eflex,  Buckingham,  Northampton,  Somerfet,  Lincoln,  Norfolk,, 
and  Suffolk. 
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1549  In  this  year,  the  French  King,  Henry  II.  caufed  thc.houfes  in  his  capital  city  of  Paris  to 
be  numbered,  which  it  feen^s  amounted  to  ten  thoufand  in  number,  cxclufive  of  cliurches, 
chapels,  monal\eries,  colleges,  and  other  public  edifices,  and  of  nine  market  houfes ;  and  his 
fon,  Charles  IX.  found  one  hundred  thoufand  perfons  in  this  city,  bcfides  ftrangers,  fervants, 
and  churchmen. 

Houfe  rents  in  England  mud  have  been  ftill  very  low  at  this  time,  when,  according  to  Arch- 
bifliop  Nicholfon's  Englilh  Hiftorical  Library,  (who  quotas  the  Life  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith 
for  it)  '*  a  houfe,  in  the  very  prccinfts  of  King  Edward  Sixth's  Court,  in  Channel-row, 
*'  Weftminfler,  was  let  to  no  lefs  aperfonthan  the  Comptroller  of  that  King's  houfliold  for 
*'  the  yearly  rent  of  thirty  Ihillings;"  even  although  the  coins  of  filver  were  very  little,  if  any 
at  all,  heavier  than  at  this  day.  This  was,  without  doubt,  owing  principally  to  the  little 
commerce  and  few  manufaftures  of  thofc  days,  compared  to  modern  times. 

In  the  third  and  fourth  of  King  Edward  VI.  there  was  an  aft  of  Parliament  palled,  cap.  ii. 
-with  many  well  contrived  claufes,  for  preventing  of  frauds  in  the  woollen  manufa£ture  of  Eng- 
land ;  fuch  as  for  the  clothier's  feal  on  his  cloth ; — againft  over-ftrctching  the  cloths  ; — for  the 
^xll  dying  of  cloths  ;—alfo  for  the  well  dying  of  all  wools  to  be  converted  into  cloths,  or  into 
hats  or  caps  ;-^alfo  for  preventing  the  putting  any  deceitful  thing  upon  clotli,  fuch  as  flocks, 
chalk,  flower,  ftarch,  &C,' — no r.  to  ufe  iron  cards  in  the  rowing  of  do tlis  ; — ^alfo  for  the  j uft 
meafuring  of  cloths.  For  all  w^hich  puipofcs^  overfeers  are  diredled  to  be  annually  appointed, 
not  only  in  corporation  towns  by  their  chief  magiftrates,  jointly  with  the  wardens,  &c.  of  the 
cloth-workers;  but  in  towns,  villages,  a4id  hamlets  not  incorporated,  by  the  jufliccs  of  the 
peace  jointly  with  the  cloth-workers  ;  which  overfeers  (hall,  at  Icaft  once  in  every  quarter  of  a 
year,  or  as  often  as  they  think  ncedfuj,  vifit  clothiers,  drapers^  dyers^  and  preflTers  houfes, 
ihops,  &c.  to  which  overfeers  one  moiety  is  hereby  given  of  all  tlK  forfeitures  and  penalties  of 
this  aft,  and  the  other  to  tlie  King,  &c. — All  which  evidently  ihews  the  care  of  the  legiflaturc 
for  that  manufafture,  and  alfo  that  it  was  at  this^  time  univerfally  fpread  all  over  the  kingdom, 
,and  in  a  flouxifhing  condition. 

Notwitl>ftandmg  of  all  which  former  laws  for  regulating  the  Englifh  woollen  manufafture, 
we  have  another  ftatute,  in  the  year  1552,  (fifth  and  fixthofKiiig  Edward  VI.)  for  the  very 
fame  ends  and  purpofcs,  to  which  we  muft  refer  our  more  curious  readers. 
flXS^  1"  the  fifteenth  volume,  p.  211,  &c.  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  a  treaty  of  perpetual  peace, 
and  of  mutual  intercourfe  of  commerce,  <:oucluded  between  King  Edward  VI.  of  England 
and  King  Henry  H.  of  France.  In  which  the  fubftancc  of  what  relates  to  commerce  is  as 
yfollows : 

I.  A  free  and  undifturbcd  commerce  fhall  be  between  both  nations. 

II.  The  Ihips  of  both  nations  going  out  armed,  (hall,  as  in  former  treaties,  ftill  give  fecurity 
not  to  injure  the  other  party  in  any  refpeft. 

III.  King  Edward  agrees,  that,  in  fix  weeks  time,  he  will  reftorc  to  France  the  city,  forts, 
and  territories  of  Boulogne.  In  confideration  whereof,  Henry  agrees  to  pay  Edward  four 
Ivundred  thoufand  crowns  of  the  fon.  For  the  performance  of  all  which,  and  alfb  of  King 
Edward's  delivering  up  the  caftles  of  Douglas  and  Lauder  to  Queen  Mary  of  Scotland,  and 
for  demolifhing  the  caftles  of  Aymouth  and  Roxburg,  hoftages  were  delivered  on  both  fides. 

In  an  acquittance  for  delivery  of  the  artillery  and  ammunition  of  Boulogne,  p.  218,  there 
is  the  firft  mention  to  be  found  in  the  Foedera  of  iron  bullets  (bouletz  defer).     Notwithftand- 
jicg  which,  we  (hall  fee^  that  ftooe  bullets  remained  in  ufc  confiderably  later  thai>  this  period, 
t  Moiificur 
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1550  Monficur  Huet,  Bifhop  of  Avranchcs,  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  Dutch  Commerce,  (if  tliey 
were  really  his,  as  fome  have  written)  fpeakiiig  of  the  meridian  glory  of  Antwerp,  which  was 
in  its  zenith  in  and  about  this  year  1550,  obfcrves,  "  That  the  perfecutions  railed  ia  Ger- 
**  many  on  account  of  religion  in  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V. — in  France  under 
*•  King  Henry  II.— and  in  England  under  Queen  Mary  ;  forced  much  people  to  fettle  at  Ant- 
*'  werp,  where  a  vaft  concom^fc  of  all  European  nations  was  to  be  fecn  ;  it  being  then  the 
**  moft  celebrated  magazine  of  commerce  in  all  Europe,  if  not  of  the  whole  world;  it  having 
**  been,  at  this  time,  a  common  thing  to  fee  two  thoufand  five  hundred  (hips  in  the  Schcld, 
**  laden  with  all  forts  of  merchandize :  and  that,  in  one  word,  Antwerp  was  then  ahnoft  what 
**^  Amfterdam  is  now,"  a  general  ftorehoofe  for  the  whole  world. 

Yet  the  introdu^ion  of  the  inquifition  into  the  Netherlands  in  this  fame  year,-  though  not 
into  Antwerp,  foon  began  to  create  great  uneafinefs,  and  even  to  influence  commerce  exceed- 
ingly. The  Emperor  Charles  V.  being  defirous  to  have  that  infernal  tribunal  introduced  that 
fame  year  into  Antwerp,  "  fo  great  was  the  influence  of  the  Engliih  merchant-adventurers  at 
**  that  time,''  fays  Slcidan  in  hi«  Commentaries,  lib.  xxii.  "  that  the  city  had  no  other  means 
**  for  effectually  influencing  that  Emperor,  but  to  tell  him,  that  tl>e  Engliih  merchants  would 
*'  certainly  leave  the  city  and  country,  if  he  brought  the  inquifition  thither,  which  proved 
*^  effeflual/*  For  it  feems  the  Emperor,  on  a.  ftrrft  enquiry,  found  that  the  Ehglifti  mer- 
chant-adventurer* maintained  or  employed  at  leaft  twenty  thoufand  perfons  in  the  city  of 
Antwerp  alone,  befides  thirty  thoufand  more  in  other  parts  of  the  Netherlands.  The  reader 
ought  to  be  acquainted,  however,  that  this  laft  mentioned  account  is  written  by  J.  Wheeler, 
in  his  book  publifhed  in  the  year  .f6ot,  in  quarto,  in  vindication  of  the  exclufive  claims  of 
tiiat  Company,  whofe  Secretary  he  was;  and  that  tliercfore  fome  allowances  are  to  be  made 
on  that  fcore  in  this  computation. 

Antwerp  having  had  new  and  very  ftrong  walls  built  round  it  about  this  time,  fays  Guic- 
ciardini,  within  which  a^  large  fpace  of  ground  was  taken  in  for  additional  new  ftreets,  three 
thoufand  houfes  on  new  foundations  were  ere£led,  and  above  one  thoufand  old  ones  rebuilt 
larger  and  finer ;  fo  that,  Paris  excepted,  fays  the  laft-named  author,  there  is  hardly  a  city  on 
this  fide  the  Alps  that  exceeds  it  in  power  and  riches  ;  and  as,  in  general,  it  may  be  reckoned 
among  the  principal  cities  of  Europe,  fo  particularly,  witkrefpeft  to  it»  vaft  commerce,  it  may  . 
be  deemed  almoft  tiie  firft  in  the  world.     Yet, 

In  Heifs's  Hiftor>'  of  the  Empire,  vol.  ii.  p.  108-9^  it  is  obferved,  under  this  year^  that  the 
Emperor  Charles  V.  having  iflued  his  vigorous  and  famous  edift  againft  the  Netherland  Pro- 
teftants,  eftablifliing  fcveral  tribunals  of  inquifition  for  their  fcvere  punifhment,  the  faid  edidt 
paved  the  way  for  all  the  great  changes  which  happened  afterwards  in  thofe  provinces  ;  but  its 
immediate  efFeft,  (as  it  regarded  commerce)  was  the  fpreading  terror  and  defpair  amongft  the 
manufafturers  and  merchants,  which  more  cfpccially  began >  even  now,  to  alFe£l  the  tranquil*  - 
lity  of  Antwerp. 

In  tlie  years  1550  and  15-51,  we  find,  that  one  Captain  Bodenham  made  a  trading  voyage  fron> 
London  to  the  ifles  of  Candia  and  Chios,  in  the  Levant,  where  he  loaded  home  with  wines, 
ice.  At  Chios  he  found  Englifh,  as  well  as  French  and  Genoefe  merchants.  Whilft  Candia 
remained  fubjcd  to  Venice,  and  Chios  to  Genoa,  Chriftian  fhips  conftantly  traded  thither  j. 
but  when  the  Turks  had  afterwards  conquered  thofe  ifles,  the  Chriftian  fhips  frequented  them- 
fia  more,  till  their  refpeftive  fovereigns  had  gradually  obtained  commercial  treaties  at  the  Ot« 
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1550  toman  Porte.     This  trade  to  thofe  eaftcrn  territories  of  Venice  gradually  brought  on  a  dircft 
1     trade  to  Turkey,  as  will  be  feen  in  its  proper  place. 

We  have  feen  that  the  Portuguefe  were  acquainted  with  Japan  ever  fince  the  year  1542 ; 
they  had  got  very  great  footing  there  about  the  year  1550,  or  perhaps  a  little  later  :  but,  in  the 
end,  the  intemperate  zeal  of  their  priefls  and  miffionaries,  for  the  propagation  of  their  religion, 
having  had  no  bounds,  it  awakened  the  jealoufy  of  tlie  Japonefe  to  fuch  a  degree,  that,  after 
they  had  found  means  to  gain  the  Emperor's  favour,  and  had,  as  their  hiftorians  allege,  con- 
verted or  made  Chriftians  of  about  a  third  part  of  the  people  of  that  empire,  they  were  all  put 
to  the  moft  cruel  deaths,  and,  together  with  them,  all  the  poor  converted  Japonefe.  Had  the 
Portuguefe  been  fo  moderate  as  to  have  contented  themfelves  with  enjoying  a  toleration  of 
their  own  religion  for  themfelves  alone,  they  might  probably  have  remained  there  to  tliis 
day. 

The  Hollanders  have  (by  the  Portuguefe  and  others)  been  laid  under  the  accufation  of  hav- 
ing been  fecretly  inftrumental  in  this  maflacre,  becaufe  they  were  the  only  Chriftians  excepted 
or  faved  out  of  it ;  a  point  which  we  are  by  no  means  able  to  clear  up  to  any  good  purpofe. 
What  is  certain  is,  that  they  alone,  of  all  Chriftian  people,  are  permitted  to  trade  thither  to 
this  day,  although  indeed  they  arc  ib  very  ftriftly  watched,  that,  it  is  faid,  their  guns,  tackle, 
rudders,  &cc.  are  brought  on  fhore  as  foon  as  they  arrive  there,  ever  fince  the  year  1640,  that 
they  landed  fome  cannon  and  ammunition  in  a  private  manner,  and  had,  it  feems,  aftually 
begun  to  ereft  a  fort,  under  the  colour  of  its  being  only  a  large  warehoufe ;  which,  defign, 
however,  the  jealous  Japonefe  difcovered  in  good  time.  Since  then,  the  Dutch  commerce  to 
Japan  is  faid  not  to  be  near  fo  profitable  as  before,  being  only  what  they  call  in  India  a  coun- 
try trade,  without  having  any  houfe  or  faftory  there,  i.  e.  a  trade  by  voyaging  from  Batavia 
thither,  and  back  again  to  Batavia,  or  to  fome  other  port  in  India  ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  during 
their  fliort  ftay  in  Japan,  they  are  always  fhut  up  till  their  departure  in  a  fmall  ifland  near  the 
port  of  Nangafaki.  The  productions  of  that  great  and  opulent  empire  are  corn  and  rice,  in 
great  abundance ;  the  fineft  tea.  Porcelain  and  lacquered  ware,  far  exceeding  thofe  of  China ; 
filk,  cotton,  drugs,  coral,  ivory,  diamonds,  pearls,  and  other  precious  ftones ;  alfo  much 
gold  and  filvcr,  £ne  copper,  iron,  lead,  and  tin.  And  the  Dutch,  in  exchange,  carry  tliithcr 
^cloth,  both  woollen  and  linen,  looking  glafles,  and  other  glafs  ware  from  Europe,  and  the 
various  merchandize  alfo  of  India,  Perfia,'  and  Arabia. 

From  Bilhop  Fieetwood'*s  Chronicon  Preciofum,  wheat  was,  in  this  fame  year  1550,  eight 
Ihillings  per  quarter,  oats  eight  Ihillings,  malt  five  Shillings  and  one  penny,  Malmfcy  wine 
four-pence  per  quart,  a  load  of  ftraw  five  Ihillings,  a  load  of  coals  twelve  ihillings.  He  adds, 
that  wherever  you  meet  witii  coals,  in  old  accounts,  you  are  to  underftand  thereby  charcoal, 
not  fea  coal ;  which  laft,  fays  the  good  Bifhop,  as  well  as  I  can  guefs,  has  not  been  in  com- 
mon ufe  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  at  leaft  not  in  London,  though  I  find  them  mentioned 
in  Matthew  Paris,  under  the  name  of  carho  marinus^  /.  e,  fea  coal,  in  the  time  of  King 
Henry  III.  (fee  the  years  1234,  1357,  1379,  and  1421.)  By  the  above  rates  of  neceflaries, 
living  muft  probably,  at  that  time,  have  ftill  been  about  fopr  times  as  cheap  as  in  our  days  ; 
but  the  coin  being  ftill  much  debafed,  we  cannot  venture  to  pronounce  with  precifion  on  this 
point. 
155 1  Although  the  following  treaty  did  not  take  effedt,  yet  it  may  be  proper  to  mention  it,  as  it 
is  charafteriftic  of  the  age  in  which  it  happened.  This  was  a  treaty  for  a  marriage  between 
King  Edward  VI.  of  England  and  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  King  Francis  II.  of  France  j  the 
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1551  lady  to  bring  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns  of  the  fun  for  her  portion,  and  to  have  ten  thou- 
fand  marks  fterling  for  her  dowry,  or  fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  pounds  thirteen 
(hillings  and  four  pence  fterling.— See  Foedcra,  vol.  xv.  p.  273. 

It  fecms  provifions  were,  at  this  time,  very  dear  in  Scotland  :  for  an  aft  of  the  Scotilh  Par- 
liament, pafled  that  year,  for  reftraining  the  dearth,  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  **  No 
«  Archbilhop,  Bifhop,  or  Earl  ftiall"  (under  large  penahies)  *'  have  more  than  eight  difhes 
"  of  meat  at  any  meal ;  nor  an  Abbot,  Lord-Prior,  or  Dean,  above  fix  difhes ;  nor  Barons," 
(1.  f.  Lords  of  Manors)  "  and  freeholders  above  four  difhes ;  nor  no  burgefles,  or  other  fub- 
"  ftantial  man,  fpiritual  or  temporal,  above  three  difhes  ;  each  of  all  which  dilhcs  (hall  con- 
««  tain  but  one  kind  of  meat.  Marriages,  however,  are  excepted,  and  alfo  banquets  made  by 
"  Archbifhops,  Bifhops,  Earls,  Lords,  Abbots,  Priors,  Deans,  Barons,  Provofts,  and  Bailies 
"  of  Burghs,  to  ftrangers  of  other  nations,  but  not  to  Scctfmen.'* 

Tripoli,  on  the  Barbary  Coaft,  was,  in  this  year,  taken  from  King  Philip  IL  of  Spain  by 
the  Turks,  after  Spain  had  poflTeflTed  it  about  forty  years. 

In  the  fame  year,  no  fewer  than  fixty  (hips  failed  from  the  port  of  Southampton  for  the  Ne- 
therlands with  wool ;  fo  vaft  was  the  woollen  manufafture  even  at  this  time  in  the  Low 
Countries,  notwithftanding  the  great  progrefs  which  England  had,  at  this  period,  made 
in  it. 
1552  We  have  already  hinted,  under  the  year  1546,  that  the  good  people  of  King  Edward  the 
Sixth's  reign  fell  into  the  fame  error,  concerning  the  taking  of  ufury  or  intereft,  as  their  old 
Popilh  progenitors  had  done  from  the  beginning,  and  therefore,  by  the  fifth  and  fixth  of  Ed- 
ward VL  cap.  XX.  in  this  year  1552,  the  ftatutc  of  the  thirty-feventh  of  Henry  VIII.  cap.  ix. 
which  had  fixed  the  intereft  of  money  at  ten  per  cent,  was  abfolutely  repealed.  And  hereby 
truly,  **  no  perfon,  by  any  means,  (hall  lend  or  forbear  any  fum  of  money,  for  any  manner 
«*  or  increafe,  to  be  received  or  hoped  for,  above  the  fum  lent,  upon  pain  to  forfeit  the  fum 
**  lent,  and  the  increafe,  with  imprifonmcnt  and  fine  at  the  King's  pleafure."  Yet  we  (hall 
fee  this  prefent  aft  juftly  repealed  in  the  thirteenth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  viii. 

Wehavefeen,  under  the  year  1515,  a  ftatute  for  afcertaining  the  length,  breadth,  and 
weight  of  certain  Englifli  woollen  cloths  ;  as  alfo  another  more  ample  ftatute,  in  the  year  1549, 
for  more  fully  regulating  the  diflferent  kinds  of  them.  In  this  year  1552,  we  have  another 
ftill  more  extenfive  law  for  the  fame  purpofe,  (the  fifth  and  fixth  of  Edward  VI.  cap.  vi.) 
wherein  the  woollen  manufaftures  of  all  the  different  counties  of  England  and  Wales  arc 
afcertained,  with  refpeft  to  length,  breadths,  weight,  &c.  and  by  which  all  former  ftatutes 
concerning  this  fubjeft  arc  repealed.  Yet,  as  perfeft  as  this  ftatutc  might  then  be  thought, 
there  were  many  more  fubfequent  ones  made  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  not  only  for  afcertaining  the 
true  dimenfions  and  weight  of  thofe  cloths,  but  for  difcovering  and  reftraining  many  frauds  and 
irregularities  therein,  the  full  recital  of  which  would  be  both  tirefome  and  unprofitable  to  the 
generality  of  readers,  and  fuch  as  may  be  defirous  to  perufe  them  may  confult  the  ftatutc 
books. 

By  cap.  XXIV.  of  the  fame  ftatute  of  King  Edward  VI.  there  is  another  monopolizing  aft, 
relative  to  the  making  of  felt  hats  and  thrummed  hats,  coverlets,  and  dornecks,  (/.  e,  diaper- 
linen)  though  fomewhat  more  moderate  than  that  in  favour  of  the  city  of  York  ;  for  whereas, 
by  the  ftatute  of  the  year  1544,  as  we  have  feen,  the  manufafture  of  coverlets  was  abfolutely 
confined  to  that  city  alone,  exclufivc  of  all  other  parts  whatever  of  that  county ;  this  law  now 
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1^552  before  us  only  confines  the  making  of  tlie  above  nanaed  four  kinds  of  goods  to  the  city  of  Nor- 
wich, and  to  all  other  corporate  and  market  towns  of  that  county. 

In  this  fame  year,  King  Henry  IL  of  France  feized  on  the  three  bifhopricks  of  Metz,  Toal, 
and.Verdun^  belonging  to  the^  German  Empire,  fo  that  by  fuch  a  politicalftrokc  not  only  a 
confiderable  territory  was  added  to  France,  but  the  barrier  of  Germany  was  fo  broken,  that 
France  gained  an  cafy  entrance  into  it,  of  whrch  flie  has  very  fuccefsfully  availed  herfclf  ever 
fince ;  and  by  her  additional  conquefts  on  that  fide,  (he  has  reduced  the  empire  to  much  more 
confined  limits,  and' obliged  her  to  yield  thafe  territories  by  the  treaty  of  Munfter,  as  well  as 
the  noble  and  cxtenfive  Landgravate  of  Alface,  to  the  no  fmall  breach  of  tlie  general  balance 
of  power,  and  of  fihc  repofe  of  all  Europe. 

The  time  was  now  at  length  come,,  tliat  the  eyes  of  the  Englifti  nation  were  to  be  opened, 
for  their  difcovering  the  immenfe  damage  which  was  fuftaincd,  by  fufi^ering  the  German  mcr* 
diantsof  the  Houfe  or  College  in  London,  called  the  Steelyard,  fo  long  to  enjoy  advantages- 
in  the  duty  or  cuftom  of  exported  Englifh  cloths,  far  beyond  what  the  natLvc  Englilh  enjoy^ 
ed  ;  which  fuperior  advantages  poffeffed  by  thofe  foreigners  began,  about  this  time,  to  be  mora 
evidently  feen  and  felt,  as  the  foreign  commerce  of  England  became  more  diflFufed.         ^ 

The  cities  of  Antwerp  and  Hamburgh  poflefled,  at  this  time,  the  principal  commerce  of  the^ 
northern  and  middle  parts  of  Europe  ;  and  their  faftors  at  the  Steelyard  ufually  fet  what  price 
they  pleafed  on  both  their  imports  and  exports  ;  and  having  the  command  of  all  the  markets  in 
England,,  with  joint  or  united  flocks,  tliey  broke  all  other  merchants.     Upon  thefe  confidcra- 
tions,  the  Englilh  Company  of  Merchant-Adventurers  made  prelfing  remonftrances  to  King. 
Edward  the  Sixth's  Privy  Council. — Thefe  Hianfcatics  were,  moreover,  accufed  (and  parti- 
cularly the  Dantzickers)  of  defrauding  the  cuftoms,  by  colouring,  or  taking  under  their  own 
names,  as  they  paid  little  or  no  cuflom,  great  quantities  of  the  merchandize  of  other  foreigners 
not  intitled  to  their  immunities. — They  were  alfo  accufed  of  having  frequently  exceeded  the- 
bounds  of  even  the  great  privileges  granted  to  them  by  our  Kings;  yet^.  by  the  force  of  great 
prcfcnts,  they  had  purchafcd. new  grants. — They  traded  in  a  body,  and  by  that  means  under- 
fold  and  ruined  others.     (This,  though  in  fome  cafes  improbable^,  may,  in  otherTefpefts,  be 
prafticable.) — And  having,  for  the  laft  forty-five  years,  had  the  folc  command  of  our  com-^ 
xnercc,  (fays  an  author)  they  had  jeduced  the  price  of  Englifh  wool  to  one  {hilling  and  fix  pence 
perilone. — That,  in  the  preceding  year,  they  had  exported  no  fewer  than  forty-four  thoufand-. 
woollen  cloths  of  all  forts,  whilft  all  the  Englifli  merchants  together  had,  in  the  fame  year, 
exported  but  one  thoufand  one  hundred  cloths:  the  Steelyard  merchants  were  aMb  excufed< 
from  aliens  duties,  and  yet  all  their  exports  and  imports  w^re  made  in  foreign  bottoms  j  which 
was  a  very  confiderable  lofe  to  the  nation. 

Upon  mature  confideration  of  thefe  and  fimilar  reafon^  and  arguments,  as -well  as  of  the  an* 
fwer  thereto,  by  the  faid  Steelyard  or  Hanfeatic  merchants,  and  of  records,  charters,  treaties, 
depofitions  of  witneflfcs,  and  other  proofs^  "  it  wa«  found,  in  thi*  year  1552,  apparent  to  the 
•*  King's  Privy  Council, 

**  I.  That  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  claimed  by,  or  pretended  to  be  granted  by  the  faid 
■*  merchants  of  theHanfe,  arc  void  by  the  laws  of  this  realm ;  forafmuch  as  the  faid  merchants 
•*  have  no  fufficient  corporation  to  receive  the  fame. 

**  II.  That  fuch  grants  and  privileges  claimed  by  them,  do  not 'extend  to  any  perfons  or 

■*  towns  certain  ;  and  therefore  it  is  uncertain  what  pcrfons,  or  which  towns  ftiouldor  ought 

•*  to  enjoy  the  faid  privileges  i*'  (this  point  is  no  quibble,  but  was  really  a  material  objection) 
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1552  "  by  rcafonofwhichuncertamty,  they  have  adinittca,  and  do  admit  to  be  of  their  freedom 
**  and  immunities  whom  and  as  many  as  they  lift,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  King's  cuftoms, 
*•  and  to  the  common  hurt  of  the  realm.  • 

**  III.  That  if  and  fuppofing  the  pretended  grants  were  good  inlaw,  as  indeed  they  are  not, 
•'  yet  the  fame  were  made  on  condition  that  they  fhould  notcolour  any  ether  foreigner's  mer- 
•*  chandize,  as  by  fufficient  proofs  they  have  done. 

"  IV.  That  above  one  hundred  years  after  the  pretended  privileges  granted  to  them,  they 
•*  ufed  to  tranfport  no  merchandize  out  of  this  realm  but  only  into  their  own  countries  :  nci- 
*'  ther  did  they  import  any  merchandize  but  from  their  own  countries.  Whereas,  at  prefent, 
•*  they  not  only  convey  Englilh  merchandize  into  the  Netherlands,  and  there  fell  them,  to  the 
**  great  damage  of  the  King's  own  fubjefts,  but  they  do  tlfo  import  merchandize  of  all  fo- 
•*  reign  countries,  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  their  privileges. 

*«  V.  That  in  King  Edward  the  Fourth's  time,  they  had  forfeited  their  pretended  privileges^ 
"  by  means  of  war  between  the  realm  and  them  ;  (/.  e.  the  Hans-towns)  whereupon  a  treaty 
**  was  made,  ftipulating,  that  our  Englifh  fubjefts  Ihould  enjoy  the  like  privileges  in  Pruffia 
•*  and  other  Hanfeatic  parts,  and  that  no  new  exa£lions  fhould  be  laid  on  their  perfons  or 
•*  goods :  which  treaty  has  been  much  broken  in  fcveral  parts,  and  efpecially  at  Dantzick, 
*•  where  no  redrcfs  could  ever  be  obtained,  either  by  the  requefts  of  the  King^s  fether  or  him- 
**  felf,  for  the  faid  wrongs.  '  In  confideration  of  all  which,  the  Council  decreed,  Th^  the 
«*  privileges,  liberties,  and  franchifes,  claimed  by  the  faid  merchants  of  the  Steelyard,  (hall 
«*  from  henceforth  be  and  remain  feized  and  refumed  into  the  King's  Grace's  hands,  until  fhe 
•*  faid  merchants  of  the  Steelyard  (hall  declare  and  prove  better  and  more  fufficient  matter  for 
"  their  claim  in  the  premifes.  Saving,  however,  to  the  faid  merchants  all  fuch  Jiberty  of 
«*  coming  into  this  realm  and  trafficking,  in  as  ample  manner  as  any  merchantrftrangers  have 
««  within  the  fame.'* 

Rapin  adds,  that  the  Parliament  had  laid  a  heavy  duty  upon  the  merchandize  exported  and 
imported  by  the  Steelyard  fociety ;  and  the  Hanfeatic  hiftorian,  Werdenh^en,  vol.  ii.  part  5* 
fecms  to  think,  that  the  high  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  (inftead  of  one  per  cent,  their  ancient 
duty,  ever  fince  King  Henry  the  Third's  reign)  was  not  laid  on  them  till  the  beginning  of 
Queen  Mary's  reign,  **  at  a  time  too,"  he  adds,  "  when  almoft  all  the  commerce  of  the 
••  Hans-towns  was  reduced  to  the  port  of  London  alone;  their  other  comptoirs,  viz.  Novo- 
**  grod,  Bergen,  and  Bruges,  being  almoft  deferted  and  very  little  frequented  by  them." 

This  is  the  fubftance  of  the  whole  bufinefs  during  King  Edward  the  Sixth's  reign,  of  re- 
Terfing  the  privileges  of  the  Steelyard  merchants,  taken  from  our  hiftoriei,  but  more  particu- 
larly from  J.  Wheeler's  Treatifc  of  Commerce,  publifhed  in  quarto,  in  the  year  1601  ;  and, 
as  he  was  then  Secretary  to  the  Merchant  Adventurers  Company,  it  may  be  fuppofed  to  be  la 
general,  a  true  account,  and  is  furely  an  ufeful  part  of  commercial  hiftory.  Wheeler  adds, 
that  by  revcrfing  thefe  privileges,  our  own  merchants  Shipped  off  in  this  year  forty  thoufand. 
><loths  for  Flanders.  Rapin,  in  his  Hiftory  of  England,  obferves,  that  the  Regent  of  Flanders, 
as  well  as  the  city  of  Hamburgh,  eamcftly  folicited  to  have  the  Steelyard  merchants  rc-inftat- 
^ ;  but  to  no  purpofe. 

The  miniftry  alfo,  at  this  time,  had  a  projeft  laid  before  them  for  the  benefit  of  commerce, 
^iz.  for  opening  two  free  ports  or  mart-towns,  viz.  Hull  and  Southainpton :  but  this  was  not 
j>ut  in  execution.  Thofe  two  ports  indeed  feem  extremely  well  fituated  for  fuch  a  fcheme  if 
at  all  pra£licable. 
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155a  By  a  ftatute  of  the  faid  fifth  and  fixth  of  King  Edward  VI.  cap.  v.  for  promoting  of  tillage, 
and  preventing  the  increafe  of  inclofures  for  pafturc,  amongft  feveral  kinds  of  lands  excepted 
out  of  the  prohibitory  adt,  are  lands  fet  with  Saffron  and  with  Hops.  This  is  the  firft  men- 
tion of  hops  growing  in  England  in  the  Englifh  ftatute  book,  and  is  a  clear  proof  that  hops 
began  to  be  cultivated  in  England  before  this  time,  as  has  been  before  obferved  undar  the 
year  1524. 

'  Under  the  fame  year,  Hakluyt's  fecond  volume,  p.  8  and  9,  acquaints  us,  that  three  Ihips 
from  Briftol  failed  to  Afafi  and  Santa  Cruz  in  South  Barbary  ;  their  ladings  being  linen  and 
woollen  cloth,  coral,  amber,  and  jet ;  and  their  returns  from  thence  were  fugar,  dates,  al- 
monds, and  melaffes.  In  p.  7.  Hakluyt  obferves,  that  till  the  preceding  year  1551,  England 
had  no  mercantile  correfpondence  with  Barbary. 

By  a  ftatute  of  the  feventh  and  laft  year  of  King  Edward  VL  cap.  v.  **  I.  The  prices  of 
*•  wines  are  fixed  thus  :  Gafcony  and  Guienne  wines  at  eight  pence  per  gallon,  and  Rochelle 
"  wines  at  four  pence  per  gallon  :  nor  fliould  any  other  wines  be  fold  at  an  higher  price  thaa 
•'  twelve  pence  per  gallon,  on  forfeiture  of  five  pounds.  This  ftatute  is  faid  in  the  preamble 
**  to  be  enafted  for  the  avoiding  of  many  inconveniencies,  much  evil  rule,  and  common  re- 
*'  fort  of  mif-ruled  perfons,  ufed  and  frequented  in  many  taverns  of  late  newly  fet  up,  in 
"  back  lanes,  corners,  and  fufpicious  places,  hotli  in  London,  and  otlier  towns  and  vil- 
*'  lages." 

*'  II.  The  next  clau(e  enafts,  that  none  but  fuch  as  can  fpend  one  hundred  marks  of  yearly 
'*  rent,  or  elfe  is  worth  one  thoufand  marks,  or  elfe,  laftly,  (hall  be  the  fon  of  a  Duke,  Mar* 
*'  quis.  Earl,  Vifcount,  or  Baron  of  the  realm,  fhall  have  or  keep  in  his  houfe  any  -veffel 
•*  of  the  faid  wines  for  his  family's  ufe  exceeding  ten  gallons,  on  forfeiture  often  pounds." 

*'  III.  "  None  fhall  keep  a  tavern  for  retailing  of  the  faid  wines,  unlefs  licenfed  ;  and  that 
"  only  in  cities,  towns  corporate,  burghs,  port  towns,  or  market  towns  ;  or  in  the  towns 
*'  of  Gravefend,  Sittingborn,  Tuxford,  and  Bagfhot,  on  forfeiture  of  ten  pounds.  And 
"  there  ftiall  only  be  two  taverns  for  retailing  of  wine  in  every  city  or  town,  except  in  London^ 
"  which  may  have  forty  taverns;  in  York,  eight  taverns ;  in  Norwich,  four;  in  Weftmin- 
*«  fter,  tlirce ;  in  Briftol,  fix  ;  in  Lincoln,  three ;  in  Hull,  four ;  in  Shrewftjury,  three ;  in 
**  Exeter,  four ;  in  Salifbury,  three ;  in  Gloucefter,  four ;  in  Weft  Chefter,  four ;  in  Here- 
**  ford,  three;  in  Worcefter,  three;  in  Southampton,  three;  in  Canterbury,  four;  in  Ipf- 
««  wich,  three ;  in  Winchefter,  three  ;  in  Oxford,  three ;  in  Cambridge,  four  ;  in  Cokhef- 
♦*  ter,  tliree  ;  in  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne,  four."— By  this  limitation,  it  may  be  tliought  that  a 
pretty  near  guefs  may  be  made  of  the  magnitude  of  cities  and  towns,  allowance  being 
made  for  towns  fituated  on  very  public  roads  ;  yet,  this  matter  is  neverthclefs,  ftill  very  un- 
certain. 

"  IV.  None  of  the  faid  taverns  ftiall  retail  wines,  to  be  fpent  or  drank  within  their  refpec- 

*<  tive  houfes. 

'*  V.  Merchants  may  ufe  in  their  own  houfes,  but  not  to  fell,  fuch  wines  as  they  fliall  im- 
««  port  :  alfo  high  ftieriffs,  magiftrates  of  cities  and  towns,  and  inhabitants  of  fortified  towns, 
*«  may  keep  veffels  of  wines  for  their  own  confumption  only." 

As  extraordinary  as  feveral  parts  of  this  ftatute  may  poffibly  appear  to  fomc  of  us  at  this  time, 

they  may  be  pretty  well  accounted  for,  not  only  from  the  fobriety,  poverty,  and  fimplicity  of 

that  age  compared  with  ours,  but  alfo  from  the  unfettled  and  tumultuous  difpofitioq  of  a  great 

part  of  the  people  ;  thofe  efpecially  who  adhered  to  the  old  religion,  and  thofc  alfo  who  ^cit- 
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1552  cd  commotions  in  moft  counties  againft  inclofures.     Yet,  with  refpeft  to  the  limited  number 

of  taverns  in  feveral  of  the  cities  and  towns  already  mentioned,  we  cannot  now  perhaps  alto- 
gether clearly  judge  or  determine  the  proportion  of  the  magnitude  of  thofe  places  therefrom. 
Foi*  inftance,  why  Cambridge  is  allowed  four,  and  Oxford  but  three  taverns  ;  nor  forae  other 
points  relating  to  this  fame  aft. 

'*  Hitherto,"  fays  Sir  John  Davis,  already  quoted  *•  it  is  manifeft,  that  fince  the  laft  tranf- 
•*  fretation  of  King  Richard  II.  into  Ireland,  the  crown  of  England  never  fent  over  either 
"  numbers  of  men,  or  quantities  of  treafure,  fufficient  to  defend  the  fmall  territory  of  the  Pale, 
*'  much  Icfs  to  reduce  that  which  was  loft,  or  to  finifli  tlie  conqueft  of  the  whole  ifland."  He 
then  fhews,  that  in  Edward  the  Sixth's  reign,  the  border  was  extended  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  Englifti  pale,  after  breaking  the  Q*Moors  and  O'Connors,  and  building  the  forts  of  Leix 
and  OfFaly,  rooting  out  thofe  two  rebellious  fepts,  or  clans,  and  planting  Englilh  colonies  in 
tlieir  room,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary. 

That  incomparable  young  prince.  King  Edward  VI.  died  in  July  1553,  having  juft  before 
his  death  endowed  three  of  the  great  Londoa  hofpitals,    viz.  Chrift's,  St.  Thomas's,  and 
Bridewell. 
The  annual  cxpence  of  his  haufhold  was»  according  ta  Strype,  vol.  ii.  p.  454-5,  viz. 

1  ft  year    49,187/. 

2d  46,90^ 

jd  46,10a 

{Why  this  year  fo  far  exceeds  the  reft  we  know  not,  nor  why  other 
years  differ  fo  much ;  unlefs  it  be  from  the  great  debafing  of  his   filvcr 
coins  in  every  year  of  his  reign  but  the  laft. 
5th  62,865 

6th  65,923 

1553  In  this  year,  (fays  Sir  John  Boroughs,  Keeper  of  the  Records  in  the  Tower  of  London,, 
in  his  Treatifc  of  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Britifh  Seas,  firft  written  in  the  year  1633,  and  pub- 
lifhcd  in  1651,  p.  80)  *'  Philip  II.  King  of  Spain,  obtained  licenfe  for  his  fubjefts  to  fifh  upon. 
"  the  north  coaft  of  Ireland  for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years,  paying  yearly  for  the  fame  one 
"  thoufand  pounds,  which  was  accordingly  brought  into  the  Exchequer  of  Ireland,  and  re- 
"  ceived  of  Sir  Henry  Fitton,  being  then  Treafurer  there,  as  his  fon  Sir  Edward  Fitton  hath. 
**  often  teftified." 

The  phyfician  in  ordinary  of  Queen  Mary  had,  as  appears  by  vol.  xv.  p.  341,  of  the 
Foedcra,  a  falary  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum  fettled  on  him  for  life,  befide  his  diet  at 
court,  and  his  allowance  of  wine,  wax  candles,  &c.  So  tliat  this  phyfician,  Dr.  Thomas 
Huis,  muft  have  been  much  in  that  Queen's  favour. 

Yet,  (p.  351,  iifU.)  llie,  this  fame  year,  grants  only  a  falary  of  twenty  marks  yearly  to  the 
keeper  of  the  Royal  Library  at  Weflminfter. 

And  the  following  year,  fi6id.  p.  359)  Ihe  granted  a  falary  of  forty  marks  per  annumj  dur- 
ing life,  to  John  Soda,  her  apothecary. 

Under  the  preceding  year,  we  have  related  the  grounds  upon  which  King  Edward  the  Sixth's 
council  abrogated  the  great  privileges  and  immunities  which  the  Hanfeatic  Steelyard  fociety  in 
London  had  enjoyed  ever  fince  the  reign  of  King  Henry  III*  *•  Whereupon,"  Rapin  adds, 
^'  the  Parliament  of  that  time  had  laid  a  heavy  duty"  (twenty  per  cent.)  *'  upon  their  exports 
**  and  imports,"  inilcad  of  their  ancient  duty.of  only  one  per  cent.     He  further  adds,  **  that 
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1553  «*  this  a£t,was  renewed  in  Queen  Mary's  firft  Parliament:  but  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
*•  1554,  the  Queen,  to  gratify  the  Hans-towns,  fufpcnded  the  execution  of  thofc  afts  for 
"  three  years,  and  difcharged  them  from  the  payment  of  that  heavy  duty,  all  afts  to  the  con- 
**  trary  notwithftanding.  And  this,"  he  obferves,  "  was  the  firft  efFeS  of  this  Queen's  alli- 
"  ance  with  the  Emperor;"  fhe  having  juft  been  married  to  his  eldeft  fon  Phih'p. 

Now,  although  Rapin  here  exprefsly  mentions  tliat  there  were  two  afts  of  Parliament,  viz. 
one  of  the  laft  year  of  King  Edward  VI.  and  another  of  the  firft  of  Queen  Mary,  for  laying 
on  that  high  duty  on  the  imports  and  exports  of  the  Steel-yard  merchants,  yet,  in  the  printed 
ftatute-book,  there  is  not  fo  much  as  the  title  of  either  of  thofe  fuppofed  ftatutes  ;  which  may 
make  it  doubtful,  whetlier  both  thofe  tranfadions  were  any  other  than  orders  or  determina- 
tions of  the  council-boards  of  thofe  times  ;  which,  in  thofc  days,  when  the  bounds  of  the  pre- 
rogative were  more  extenfive,  frequently  aflumed  a  very  great  latitude :  at  leaft,  if  they  were 
really  ftatutes,  we  might  have  had  their  titles  in  the  printed  ftatute-book. 

Two  of  the  other  three  comptoirs  of  the  Hans-league  were  now  alfo  become  of  little  confe- 

,quence  to  them,  fays  Werdenhagen  :  **  For,  firft,  Novogrod,  by  reafon  of  the  Czar's  arbitrary 

*'  and  tyrannical  proceedings  ;  who,  without  any  juft  grounds,  aflumed  a  power  to  imprifon 

•*  tlie  German  merchants,  and  to  feize  on  their  efFefts,  was  now  quite  abandoned ;  the  mcr- 

*'  chants  having  removed  to  Revel,  and  afterwards  to  Narva. 

*'  Secondly,  Bergen  in  Norway  was  alfo  deferred  by  the  Hanfeatics,  by  reafon  of  fimilar 
**  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  King  of  Denmark  :  for  whereas  the  ancient  toll  for  pafling  the 
>*  Sound  had  been  only  a  golden  rofc-noble  on  every  yjj//,  which  was  always  underftood  to  be 
'*'  meant  on  every  ftiip;  the  court  of  Denmark  had,  for  fome  time  paft,  put  a  new  and  arbi- 
**  trary  conftruftion  on  the  wordyi/7,  by  obliging  all  (hips  to  pay  a  rofe-noble  for  every  fail 
**  in  or  belonging  to  each  (hip.  Moreover,  not  content  with  this  impofition,  they  proceeded 
"  to  lay  a  duty  on  the  corn  and  other  merchandize,  per  laft  or  ton,  diftinft  from  that  on  the 
**  fails ;  which  burthens  obliged  the  Vandalic  Hans-towns"  (that  is,  thofe  towns  on  the  Ger- 
man ftiore  fituated  within  the  Sound)  ^*  to  defert  the  Norway  trade ;  and  as  they  had  vaft  deal- 
♦*  ings  in  tranfporting  the  corn  of  Poland  and  Livonia  to  other  parts  of  Europe,  thofe  high  tolls 
**  fo  difcouraged  them,  that  they  alfo  gradually  left  off  that  commerce,  to  which  the  HoUan- 
"  ders  fucceeded,  and  have  continued  therein  ever  fincc,  greatly  to  their  advantage.  Their 
**  third  comptoir,  which  was  at  Bruges,  had,  by  the  decay  of  that  once  moft  opulent  city, 
"  been  removed  firft  to  Dort,  and  afterwards  to  Antwerp  ;"  where,  indeed,  it  continued  to 
profper  for  fome  time  after. 

Thuanus,  lib.  51.  afligns  another  good  reafon  for  the  declenfion  of  the  commerce 
jd{  the  Hans-towns  at  Bergen ;  where,  fays  he,  the  marks  of  their  ancient  commerce  arc 
more  plainly  to  be  traced  than  any  where  elfe :  viz.  The  Danifh  gentry,  allured  by  the 
hope  of  gain,  did,  in  the  reign  of  King  Frederick  II.  adopt  the  practice  of  merchandize  and 
ia£torage  themfelves,  as  alfo  manufadures  and  focieties  of  commerce,  which  the  Hans-towns 
in  vai^  laboured  to  get  that  King  to  abolifli. 

The  fame  year,  1553,  we  find  by  Hakluyt,  vol.  ii.  that  Anthony  Jenkinfon,  being  at  Aleppo, 
obtained  privileges  from  the  Turkiih  Sultan,  Selim  IL  then  at  that  place  with  an  army  of 
.three  hundred  thoufand  men,  going  againft  the  Perfians ;  by  which  he  was  to  pay  no  more 
cuftom  than  the  French  or  Venetians  ;  and  he  had  liberty,  without  being  difturbed  by  their 
iconfuls,  to  trade  with  his  ihip  or  (hips  to  the  Turkifli  ports.  This  is  the  firft  account  of  any 
BriUfti  U:^4p  to  Aleppo,  or  any  other  part  of  the  conliaei^t  of  Turkey. 
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1553      In  this  fame  year  1553,  a  very  great  cofmographical  as  well  as  mercantile  difcovery  is  made 
by  the  enterprizing  genius  of  certain  Englifh,  who,  whether  from  reading  0>5\her's  account,  if 
calily  to  be  found,  of  the  fituation  of  the  lands  and  feas  about  Norway,  &c.  delivered  to  the 
great  King  Alfred,  in  887,  as  we  have  related  under  that  year,  or  whether  from  any  informa- 
tion lately  received  from  the  people  of  Norway,  with  whom  we  now  conftintly  traded,  now 
found  a  paflage  by  fea  to  RufTia,  along  the  north  end  of  Norway  and  Ruiiian  Lapland,  and 
down  into  the  fea,  or  rather  great  bay,  fince  termed  the  White  Sea,  where  now  (lands  the  fa- 
mous port  of  Archangel.     Sir  Hugh  Willoughby,  as  commander  in  chief,  with  three  (hips, 
had  begun  this  voyage  juft  before  the  death  of  King  Edward  VI.  being  fupported  by  a  fociety 
or  company  of  gentlemen  and  merchants,  for  the  difcovery  of  unknown  countries.     It  feems 
to  have  been  the  fcheme  of  the  famous  Sebaftian  Cabot,  who  was  chofen  governor  of  that 
company,  and  who  well  deferved  the  pen(ion  already  mentioned  to  have  been  fettled  on  him 
by  King  Edward  VI.  and  that  the  wars  of  Sweden  with  Ru(fia  had  fo  far  obftrufted  the  Eng- 
li(h  traffic  with  Ruffia,  by  the  way  of  Narva,  that  the  Englifh  were,  in  fome  degree,  obliged 
to  attempt  this  new  paflage  to  Ruflia  by  the  northern  ocean.     This  undertaking  was  fupported 
by  a  fubfcripiion  of  fix  thoufand  pounds,  divided  into  two  hundred  and  forty  (hares,  of  twenty- 
five  pounds  each  (hare.     With  thofe  (hips  went  letters  from  King  Edward  VI.  to  all  Kings, 
Princes,  &c.  for  their  protcftion:     It  was  intended  chiefly  as  a  (horter  and  eafier  paflTage,  as 
they  imagined,  to  Cathay,  as  they  then  called  the  country  iincc  named  China.     Sir  Hugh  • 
Willoughby,.  being  toffcd  up  and  down,  for  a  long  time,  as  far  as  fevcnty-two  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  was  compelled,  by  the  fudden  approach  of  winter,  to  run  into  an  obfcure  harbour  in 
Ruflian  Lapland,  called  Arcina  Keca,  where  he,  and  the  crews  of  two  of  his  three  (hips, 
feventy  in  number,  were  frozen  to  death  ;  and  where  fome  Ruflian  fi(hermen,  in  the  fummcr 
following,  found  him  fitting  in  his  cabin,  with  his  diary  and  other  papers  before  him  ;  it  be- 
ing the  cuftom  of  thofe  Laplanders  to  frequent  the  fea-coafts  in  fummer,  for  the  benefit  of  tl  c 
fi(hery ;  but  when  winter  approaches,  to  withdraw  into  the  calmer  inland  parts,  which  occa- 
fions  thofe  ftormy  (hores  to  be  defolate  in  winter.     Richard  Chancellor^  however,  in  the  third 
(hip,  accidentally  fell  into  the  Bay  of  St.  Nicholas,  or  White  Sea,  on  the  Ruifian  coaft,  wheie  - 
no  European,  nor  any  other  (hip,  had  ever  been  feen  before.     Here  he  landed  at  the  abbey 
of  St.  Nicholas,  near  Archangel,  then  only  a  cattle,  determining  to  wait  on  the  Czar,  John' 
Bazilowitz,  at  that  time  engaged  in  the  Livonian  war;  which  war  having  greatly  interrupted  the 
Eaftland  trade,  that  Prince  was  the  more  inclinable,  by  Chancellor's  >interpofition,  to  grant 
the  Engli(h  confiderable  privileges  at  Archangel,  &c.     The  Ruflians,  before  thofe  times,  hav-  - 
ing  no  fea-ports  nor  (hipping  on  the  Baltic  (hores,  their  rich  furs,  hemp,  &c.  were  carried  to 
other  parts  of  Europe  from  the  ports  of  Livonia,  lately  pofltflTed  by  the  Teutonic  Knights  cjf 
St.  Mary  of  Jerufalem.-    Thus,  as  obferved  generally  in  our  Introduftion,  although  we  failed  > 
in  our  principal  aim  of  arriving  at  China  by  this  fuppofed  north-ea(i  paflige,  we  however 
made  an  ufeful  and  profitable  difcovery  of  a  trade  by  fea  to  Ru(fia  ;    and  this  fame  dilcovefy, 
moreover,  pointed  out  alfo  to  the  Engli(h  the  way  to  the  whalc-fi(hery  of  Spirzbcrgen,  foon  » 
after  put  in  praftfce. 

ChanceHor,  from  Archangel,  by  the  governor's  leave  and  affiftince,  travelled  on  (ledges  to^ 
the  Czar,  atMofcow,-  of  whom,  overjoyed  at  the  profpeft  of  opening  a  maritime  commerce 
with  Europe,  he  obtained  privileges  for  the  Englilh  merchants,  andletters  to  King  Edward  VLi 
tbougl^  he  was  dead  before  that  time.^ 
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^553  ^^  "^"ft  ^^^^  remark,  that  although  Ofther  had,  almoft  feven  hundred  years  before,  as  we 
have  ftiewn,  juftly  and  cleaily  delineated  to  the  great  King  Alfred,  the  coafts,  windings,  &c. 
of  Norway,  yet,  through  the  negligence  and  ignorance  of  fucceeding  times,  thofe  coafts  were 
now  become  fo  little  known,  that  the  famous  Sebaftian  Muniler'sGeographia  Vetus  et  Nova, 
printed  in  folio  at  Bafil,  in  the  year  1540,  in  a  map  of  the  moft  northern  parts  of  Europe, 
joins  the  country  of  Groenland,  commonly  called  Old  Greenland,  now  generally  believed  to 
be  a  part  of  the  great  continent  of  North  America,  to  the  north  part  of  Norway  Lapland, 
thereby  making  the  great  northern  ocean  to  be  merely  a  great  bay,  entirely  fhut  in  by  thofc 
two  countries.  Pofiibly,  however,  the  Norwegians  tbemfelves  might,  before  then,  have  fomc 
knowledge  from  the  Laplanders,  that  tlie  fea  was  really  open  that  way  eaftward,  and  fouth* 
caftward,  after  doubling  the  now  famous  North  Cape,  at  the  ifle  of  Wardhoufe.  This  igno- 
rance, however,  of  fo  eminent  an  author  as  Munfter,  plainly  Ihews,  that  thofe  far  nortliern  (hores 
were  then  utterly  unknown,  with  any  tolerable  degree  of  exaftnefs,  to  the  middle  and  fouth  parts 
of  Europe;  though  pofiibly  the  Englilh  fhipping,  who  traded  from  Hull,  Scarborough,  &c. 
to  Norway,  might,  long  before  this  time,  have  been  fometimes  driven  fo  far  northwards,  as 
to  have  gained  a  clearer  knowledge  of  thofe  ftormy  coafts.  But,  as  already  obferved,  the 
grand  incitement  to  this  prefent  voyage  was,  without  doubt,  the  hope  of  a  paflage  that  way  to 
Cathay,  or  China,  and  India,  in  emulation  of  the  Portuguefe,  who  now  brought  home  from 
India  great  riches  to  Lifbon,  round  by  tlie  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  which  paflage  they  pretend- 
ed, in  thofe  early  times,  to  fhut  up  from  all  other  nations.  And  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  if 
this  now  propofed  north  eaft  paflage  could  have  been  prafticable  by  an  open  fea,  free  from  ice, 
it  would  certainly  have  been  a  much  fhorter  voyage  to  China  than  that  by  the  only  way  ftill 
in  ufe  among  all  the  nations  of  Europe. 

Weiind  three  (hips  from  Portfmouth  trading  for  gold  along  the  coaft  of  Guinea;  though 
but  one  of  thofe  ihips  returned  home  fafe  from  this  adventure.  In  fome  following  years,  we 
iind  by  Hakluyt,  &c.  that  the  Englifh  made  voyages  to  Guinea,  and  brought  home  from 
thence  confiderable  quantities  of  gold  and  elephants  teeth:  yet,  till  the  negro  trade  became  ne- 
ceflTary  for  the  Weft  India  colonies,  how  unjuftifiable  foever  it  may  be  deemed  by  many  in 
a  moral  fenfe,  it  is  fcarcely  probable  that  any  confiderable  trade  to  the  Guinea  coaft  could  have 
teen  long  carried  on  to  much  advantage,  in  a  country  producing  fo  few  articles  of  commerce, 
and  being  able  to  take  oft  fo  little  of  the  produce  of  other  nations. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Chronicon  Preciofum  makes  the  prices  of  wheat  to  be  eight  fhillings 
per  quarter,  and  malt  five  fhillings. 

And  by  a  ftatute  of  the  firft  and  fecond  of  Philip  and  Mary,  cap.  5.  it  was  ena£ted,  "  That 
-**  when  the  common  price  of  wheat  fhall  not  exceed  fix  fhillings  and  eightpence  per  quarter, 
**  lye  four  fhillings,  and  barley  three  fhillings  per  quarter,  then  thefe  three  kinds  of  corn  may 
♦*  be  exported  any  where  but  to  the  King  and  Queen's  enemies."  This  fhews  that  thefe 
prices  were  then  efteemed  low,  or  at  Icaft  moderate.  Now,  as  the  price  of  corn  is  by  far  the 
beft  rule,  of  any  one  necefTary  whatever,  to  judge  of  the  dearnefs  or  cheapnefs  of  living,  we 
may  here  conclude,  that  living  was  ftill  about  or  near  five  times  cheaper  than  in  our  days. 

Wine,  according  to  the  Chronicon  Preciofum,  was  alfo  five  pounds  per  ton ;  a  quart  of 
Malmfey  fivepence;  and  of  red  wine  threepence  :  and  as  the  purity  and  weight  of  the  filver 
coins  was  now  the  very  fame  as  in  our  days,  we  may  conclude,  all  thefe  prices  being  duly  con- 
fidercd,  that  the  rate  of  living  was  now  ftill  near  about  five  times  as  cheap  as  in  thefe  times. 
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1554  In  the  fifteenth  yolume,  p.  364,  of  the  Foedera,  "  The  aipbafladors  of  the  free  cities  of  the 
**  Hanfcatic  League  having  applied  to  Queen  Mary  of  England,"  (who,  as  we  have  fecn,  had 
on  her  marriage  with  the  Emperor's  fon,  fufpended  the  abrogation  of  their  privileges  for  three 
years)  "  in  behalf  of  the  German  merchants  redding  in  the  Steel-yard  at  London,  complain- 
"  ing,  that  by  an  aft  of  the  firft  year  of  her  reign,  touching  the  payment  of  certain  cuftoms 
<*  or  fubfidics,  called  tonnage  and  poundage,  the  faid  merchants  of  the  Steel-yard  be  other- 
"  wife  burthencd  than  heretofore  ;  contrary  to  the  effcft  of  fuch  charters  and  privileges  as  by 
"  fundry  of  her  predeceflbrs,  Kings  of  England,  have  heretofore  been  granted  to  them.  And 
"  the  Queen  being  informed  that  the  faid  declaration  or  complaint  contains  truth,  and  fhc 
**  being  alfo  dcfirous  to  obfervc  and  continue  in  equitable  and  reafonable  fort  the  ancient  ami- 
"  ty  and  intercourfe  which  hath  been  betwixt  her,  her  realms  and  dominions,  and  the  faidfi-ec 
•*  cities  of  the  Hans-league,  commands  her  treafurcrs  and  barons  of  the  Exchequer,  her  cuf- 
**  toraers,  comptrollers,  fearchers,  &c.  in  London,  and  other  ports,  freely  to  permit  the  faid 
"  merchants  of  the  Steel-yard  to  import  and  export  all  merchandize  not  prohibited,  without 
**  requiring  any  greater  fubfidy  or  cuftom  than  in  the  time  of  her  father  or  brother." 

**  The  Queen  alfo  grants  them  a  licence  to  export  woollen  cloths  made  in  England  of  the 
"  value  of  fix  pounds  fterling,  or  under,  unrowcd,  unbarbed,  and  unfhorn ;  witliout  any 
"  penalty  or  forfeiture  on  account  of  certain  ftatutes  of  the  twenty-feventh  and  thirty-third 
"  years  of  King  Henry  VHL"  (prohibiting  the  faid  exportation)  *'  the  faid  merchants  of  the 
"  Steel-yard  now  reprefenting  to  the  Queen,  that  the  prefent  price  of  cloths  is  fo  exceedingly 
**  enhanced,  that  they  can  fend  over  none  at  all,  without  incurring  the  penalties  of  thofe 
"  afts." 

Notwithftanding  all  which,  Wheeler,  in  his  Treatife  of  Commerce,  printed  in  the  year 
1601,  affirms,  p.  100,  that  Queen  Mary  afterwards  revoked  thefe  privileges  ;  **  for  that  the 
^  Hanfealics  had  broken  promifes  with  her,  in  continuing  an  unlawful  trade  in  the  Low 
"  Countries,  whereby  (he  loft,  in  eleven  months,  in  her  cuftoms,  more  than  nine  thoufand 
"  three  hundred  and  fixty  pounds,  hefides  great  damage  to  her  fubjefts  in  their  trade."  Yet, 
although  by  Queen  Elizabeth's  anfwers  to  the  Hanfeatics,  it  feems  probable  that  this  account 
of  Wheeler  is  a  true  one,  it  does  not,  however,  appear  to  be  fo  by  any  thing  in  the  FccJera, 
nor  in  the  ftatutc-book. 

In  this  fame  year,  we  find  that  twenty  marks  was  a  fufficient  maintenance  for  a  finglc  gen- 
tleman, even  after  fo  much  treafure  had  been  poured  into  Europe  from  the  mines  of  Spanifh 
America.  It  is  Qaeen  Mary  of  England's  "  Grant,"  in  the  fifteenth  volume,  p.  368,  of  t!ie 
Foedera,  **  to  Thomas  Hufle,  gentleman,  of  twenty  marks,"  or  thirteen  pounds  fix  fliillings 
and  eightpence,  **  per  annum,  for  his  competent  exhibition  and  fupport  in  the  ftudy  of  the 
"  temporal  laws  of  our  kingdom  of  England."— A  furtlier  proof  that  the  neceffarics  of  life 
were  then  about  five  times  cheaper  than  in  our  days. 

By  an  Englilh  record,  in  vol.  xv.  p.  371,  of  the  Foedera,  we  learn,  **  That  the  famous 
"  Thomas,"  afterwards  Sir  Thomas,  "  Grefham,  the  moft  eminent  merchant  ofthofe  tin;ies, 
"  had  been  much  employed  by  King  Edward  VI.  as  well  as  by  Queen  Mary,  in  tranfadljng 
**  their  bills  of  exchange  at  Antwerp,  and  for  purchafing  of  ammunition,  artillery,  Sec.  for 
**  their  ufe  ;  for  which  fervices,  his  daily  allowance  was  twenty  (hillings  fterling.  And  Qi^icen 
^*  Mary,  in  this  fame  year,  appoints  certain  coramifTioners  to  audit  and  pafs  his  accounts,  an  J 
**  to  adjuft  the  balance  thereof." 
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1554  Sir  Thomas  Grefham's  good  and  prudent  conduft  in  the  difcharge  of  King  Edward  the 
Sixth's  debts  to  the  Antwerpers,  is  much  commended,  by  reafon  of  his  .wifely  conducing  the 
exchange  between  London  and  Antwerp,  fo  as  to  fave  tliat  Prince  a  con^derable  fum  of  mo- 
ney, by  his  proper  regulations  of  it. 

In  the  fame  firft  and  fecond  of  Philip  and  Mary,  already  mentioned,  cap.  7.  a  ftatutc  was 
made  **  to  prohibit  linen  drapers,  woollen-drapers,  haberdafhers,  grocers,  and  mercers,  not 
"  free  of  any  city,  burgh,  or  corporation  town,  and  living  in  the  open  country,  out  of  the 
**  faid  cities  and  towns,  from  vending  their  wares  by  retail  in  the  faid  cities  and  towns,  cx- 
**  cepting  in  open  fairs,  and  by  wholefale."  The  plaufible  pretence  for  this  reftriftion  is,  ia 
tlie  preamble  of  this  ftatute,  much  the  fame  as  in  other  monopolizing  ones,  viz.  for  enabling 
riiofe  cities  and  towns  corporate  to  employ  their  people,  to  pay  their  fee-farms  and  taxes,  and 
to  prevent  their  utter  decay,  &c. 

The-foHowing  fumptuary  law  was  made  for  reftraining  the  extravagance  and  vanity  of  the 
lower  claflcs  of  the  people  and  fervants  in  England,  and  alfo  for  encouraging  our  own  wool- 
len, &c.  manufactures,  viz.  the  firft  and  fecond  of  Philip  and  Mary,  cap.  2.  *•  Whofoever 
**  fhall  wear  filk  in  or  upon  his  hat,  bonnet,  girdle,  fcabbard,  hofe,  fhoes,  or  fpur-leather, 
••  fhall  be  imprifoned  for  three  months,  and  forfeit  ten  pounds,  excepting  magiftrates  of  cor- 
*•  porations,  and  perfons  of  higher  rank.  And  if  any  perfon  knowing  his  fervant  to  offend 
"  againft  this  law,  do  not  put  him  forth  of  his  fervice  within  fourteen  days,  or  fhall  retain 
**  him  again,  he  Ihall  forfeit  one  hundred  pounds."  This  ftatute  was  repealed  in  the  firft  year 
of  King  Janaes  I.  cap.  25.  fuch  fumptuary  or  reftriftive  ftatutes  being  generally  found  to  be 
cramps  upon  induftry,  and  deftruftive  of  the  freedom  of  commerce. 

By  the  encouragement  of  King  Edward  VI.  and  others,  the  firft  voyage  of  difcoveries  north- 
ward, was  made,  as  we  have  feen,  in  that  Prince's  laft  year  of  his  life,  and  a  beginning  made 
for  a  trade  to  Ruffia;  but  that  excellent  young  Monarch  dying  before  he  had  executed  a  very 
ample  charter  to  thofe  adventurers,,  it  was  in  the  faid  firft  and  fecond  year  of  Philip  and  Mary, 
(the  fixth  of  February)  that  the  firft  charter  of  incorporation  yvzs  granted  to  the  Ruffi^  com- 
pany, as  it  has  fince  been  ufually  called,  but  was  then  known  by  the  name  of  The  Merchant- 
Adventurers  for  the  Difcovery  of  Lands,  Countries,  Ifles,  &c.  not  before  known  or  frequent- 
ed by  any  Englifh.  The  preamble  to  this  charter,  and  the  fubftance  of  the  whole  it  fet  forth 
is,  **  That  the  Marquis  of  Winchefler,  then  Lord  High  Treafurcr  :  the  Earl  of  Arundel,. 
**  LordSteward  of  the  Qyeen's  houfliold;  the  Earl  of  Bedford,  Lord  Privy  Seal:  the  Earl  of 
**  Pembroke  ;  the-  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham,  the  Lord  High  Admiral,  &c.  had  already 
*•  fitted  out  fhips  for  difcoveries  nortlvward,.  north -eaft ward,  and  north-weftward,  not  as  yet 
'*  frequented  by  any  otl^^r  Chriftian  monarchs  in  friendfliip  with  us.  To  have  oae. governor, 
**  (the  firft  to  be  Sebafiian  Cabot,  during  his  life)  and  twenty-eight  of  the  moft  fady"  Cthat 
is,  fedate)  '*  difcrect,  and  honeft  of  the  faid  fellowfbips,  four  of  whom  to  be  called  confuls, 
"  and  the  other- twenty-four  to  bewailed  affiftants  :  the  governor  and  two  confuls,  or  three 
'*  confuls  in  the  governor's  abTcncc,.and  twelve  afliftants,  to  be  thequorunvof  acourt*  This 
"  corporation  might  purchafe  lands  to  the  yearly  value  of  fix ty- fix  pounds  thirteen  (hillings 
**  and  fourpence,  to  have  perpetual  fucceffiiDn  ;  a  common  feal ;  may  plead  and  be  impleaded  ; 
•*  may  Impofe  mulfts,  forfeitures,  &c.  on  offenders  agaiivft  the  company's  privileges,  and  may 
•*  admit  perfons  from  time  to  time  to  be  free  of  the  company  :^— May  make  conquefts  of  lands 
•'  of  infidels  fo  to  be  difcovered  by  tiiem.  And  whereas  one  of  the  faid  fhips  (/.  ^.'Chancel- 
**  lor's)  fct  forth  laft  year,   1553,  arrived  fafe  and  wiiitercd  in  the  dominions  of  our  coufin 
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^S5^  "  and  brother  Lord  John  Bafilowltz,  Emperor  of  all  Rufiia,  who  entertained  them  honour* 
**  ably,  &c.  and  granted  them  letters  to  us,  with  licence  freely  to  traffic  in  his  country,  with 
**  other  privileges  under  his  fignct.  Wherefore  we  grant  this  corporation  liberty  to  refort 
"  not  only  to  all  parts  of  that  Emperor's  dominions,  but  to  all  other  parts  not  known  to  our 
**  fubjefts.  Noncof  whom  but  fuch  as  ihall  be  free  of,  or  licenced  by  this  company,  fhall 
"  frequent  the  parts  aforefaid,  under  forfeiture  of  fhips  and  merchandizje ;  one  half  *to  the 
**  crown,  and  one  half  to  the  company." 

It  feems  the  Briftol  merchants  had  engaged  in  the  Ruffia  trade,  foon  after  Its  difcavcry,  be- 
ing encouraged  therein  by  Sir  Sebaftian  Cabot.  • 

The  Czar  of  Ruffia,  John  Bafilowitz,  made  a  very  confiderable  acquifition  of  territory  by 
his  conqueft  of  the  country  called  Nagaian  Tartary,  more  efpccially  of  the  city  and  kingdom 
of  Aftracan  ;  whereby  he  became  mafter  of  all  the  country  on  both  fides  the  vaft  river  Volga, 
down  to  its  falling  into  the  Cafpian  fea  :  a  communication  was  alfo  thereby  opened  from  Ruf- 
fia into  that  fea,  and  from  thence  crofs  it  into  Perfia,  whither  they  have  fiuce  carried  oh.a  con- 
fiderable commerce,  and  made  fomc  conquefts  therein. 

The  faid  John  Bafilowitz  had,  three  years  before,  fubdued  the  Tartars  of  Cafan,  to  whom 
the  Dukes  of  Ruffia  had  themfelves  but  lately  been  tributary  :  fo  great  an  increafe  of  dominion 
did  this  fame  Czar  cfFeft  in  a  few  years. 
1555  That  the  Hollanders  have  ever  been  particularly  addifted  to  maritime  commerce,  and  even 
long  before  their  revolt  from  Spain,  were  eminent  for  maritime  IklU  and  prowefe,  is  beyond 
controverfy.  We  have  one  inftance  of  it  in  the  year  1555,  when  twenty-two  Dutch  mer- 
chant Ihips,  homeward-bound  from  Spain,  and  laden  with  Indian  fpices,  &c.  were  attacked 
by  nineteen  French  fhips  of  war,  and  fix  fmaller  ones,  well  armed,  who  ftopped  the  Hollan- 
ders (hips  with  hooks  and  chains,  fo  that  the  {hips  being  clofely  corapafted  together,  the  fight 
rcfembled  one  on  dry  land.  After  fix  hours  combat,  the  French  loft  one  thou&nd  men,  and 
the  Dutch  but  three  hundred  :  but  a  fire  happening  amongft  the  fhips,  which  confumed  fix  on 
each  fide,  the  reft  on  both  fides  retired  in  confufion.  This  is  the  Dutch  account,  from  Mete- 
rani  Hiftoria  Belgica,  lib  i.  p.  14,  printed  in  the  year  1597.  But  Thuanus,  lib.  26.  varies 
the  ftory  fomewhat  in  favour  of  his  countrymen  the  French,  who,  he  fays.,  loft  but  four  hun- 
dred men,  and  the  Dutch  one  thoufand  ;  and  that  in  the  confufion  occafioned  by  the  fire, 
which  made  the  men  of  both  nations  run  from  fhip  to  fhip,  it  happened  in  five  Dutch  Ihips 
that  the  majority  were  French,  who  having  maftered  the  Dutch  in  them,  carried  thofe  five 
fliips  into  Dieppe,  from  whence  they  (the  French  fleet)  had  come ;  which  port,  adds  this 
great  author,  had  ever  been  a  principal  one  for  naval  exploits.  Thuanus,  in  cffeft,  will  have 
the  viSory  to  be  on  the  fide  of  the  French,  yet  he  owns  it  was  a  lamentable  viftory,  and  great- 
ly to  their  King's  lofs.  Both  thofe  authors  admit  the  French  to  have  been  fuperior  in  number 
of  Ihips,  men  and  artillery,  this  fleet  had  then  a  confiderable  part  of  the  whole  naval  force  of 
France;  but  the  fhips  of  the  Hollanders  happened  to  be  larger  and  ftroi^er  than  thofe.  of  the 
French. 

Much  the  fame  complaints,  in  relation  to  the  Engliflt  woollen  manufafturcrs,  as  have  been 
made  in  the  prefcnt  time,  were  made  above  two  hundred  years  ago,  as  appears  by  a  ftatute  of  the 
fecond  and  third  of  Philip  and  Mary,  cap.  i  !•  entitled.  Who  Ihall  ufc  the  Trade  of  Weaving, 
▼iz.  **  That  whereas  the  rich  clothiers  doopprefs  the  weavers^fome  by  fetting  up  and  keeping 
•*  in  their  houfes  divers  looms,  and  maintaining  them  by  journeymen  and  pcrfons  unfkilful ; 
**  fome  by  engrofliDg  of  looms  into  their  hands,  and  letting  them  out  at  fuch  unreafonable 
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1555  "  rents,  as  the  poor  artificers  are  not  able  to  maintain  thcmfelvcs  by,  and  much  lefs  their 
*•  wives  and  families  ;—fome  again,  by  giving  much  lefs  wages  for  the  workmanfliip  of  cloths 
«*  than  in  times  paft,  whereby  they  are  forced  utterly  to  forfake  their  occupations,  he. 
«•  Wherefore  it  is  hereby  enaSed, 

*'  I.  That  no  clothier,  living  out  of  a  city,  borough,  or  market  towii,  fha!I  keep  abo^c  one 
*•  loom  ill  his  houfe,  nor  let  out  any  loom  for  hire. 

**  II.  That  no  woollen  weaver,  living  out  of  a  city,  burgh,  or  market  town,  fliall  keep 
*'  more  than  two  looms,  nor  more  than  two  apprentices. 

"  III.  No  weaver  (whilft  fuch)  fhall  have  a  tucking  mill,  nor  be  a  tucker,  fuller,  or  dyer. 

*^  IV.  No  tucker  nor  fuller  (whilft  ftidi)  fhall  keep  any  loom  in  his  hoafe. 

*•  V.  No  perfon,  who  has  not  heretofore  been  a  cloihmaker,  fhall  hereafter  make  or  weave 
**  any  kind  of  broad  white  woollen  cloths,  but  only  in  a  city,  burgh,  town  <:orporate,  or  mar- 
*•  kettown,  or  elfe  in  fuch  places  where  fuch  cloths  have  been  ufcdto  be  commonly  made  for 
**  ten  years  preceding  this  aft."  This  claufe  was  probably  tlien  well  intended,  that  the 
fearchers  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  fee  to  the  goodnefs  of  this  ;nanufadure. 

**  VI.  No  perfon  fliall  fet  up  as  a  weaver,  unlefs  he  has  previoufly  fervcd  an  apprenticefhip 
**  offeven  years  to  that  bufinefs. 

*'  Laftly,  nothing  in  this  aft  is  to  extend  or  be  prejudicial  to  the  hihabitants  of  the  coun- 
**  tics  of  York,  Cumberland,  Northufnberland,  and  Weftmoreland ;  but  tliey  may  -keep 
**  looms  in  their  houfes,  and  do  every  other  matter  relating  to  fpinning,  weaving,  and  cloth- 
**  making  ift  the  faid  counties,  as  before  the  rtKiking  of  this  ftatute." 

We  have  feen  that,  under  tlie  year  1285,  the  firft  flatutc  made  in  England  for  widenioig  the 
roads  between  market  towns,  was  made  piirely  for  the  prevention  of  robberies,  without  the 
leaft  hint  therein  of  the  benefit  to  arife  thereby  to  carriages  on  account  of  commerce,  of  which 
there  was  fo  little  at  that  period. 

From  that  time  we  meet  with  nothing  relating  tb  this  fubjeft  (except  the  paving  of  the 
fuburbs  about  London,  &c.)  till  King  Henry  Eighth's  reign,  in  which  there  arc  four  fbtutes, 
viz.  two  for  the  altering  or  removing  of  tertain  roads,  in  the  fourteenth  and  fifteettth  years^ 
cap.  vi.  in  the  Weald  of  Kent,  and  the  twenty-fixth  year,  cap.  Tii.  in  the  deep  ways  of  SufTex ; 
both  which  have  been  already  taken  notice  of  under  the  year  1 524.  A  third  for  mending  a 
hme  near  the  city  of  Chefter ;  and  the  foarth  for  tlie  repair  of  bridges,  and  of  highways  at  the 
end  of  bridges ;  neither  of  w^hrch  two  did  We  judge  worth  our  animadverfion.  But  commerce 
beginning  to  increafe  c'onfiderably  in  the  feign  of  his  daughter  Mary,  whereby  the  old  roads 
became  much  more  frequented  by  heavy  carriages,  an  aft  of  the  focond  and  third  of  Philip 
and  Mary,  in  the  year  1555,  cap.  viii.  takes  notice,  «*  That  the  highways  ^epe  then  very 
•*  noifome  and  tedious  to  travel  in,  and  dangerous  to  all  paflengers  and  carriages ;  wherefore 
•*  it  Was  now  enafted,"  and  is  ftill  in  force,  "  that  every  parifh  fhould  annually  teloft  two 
"  furveyors  of  the  highways,  to  fee  that  the  parifliioners  ac^cording  to  their  lands,  abilities, 
**  farms,  &c.  fend  their  carts,  horfes,  men,  tools,  &c.  four  days  in  every  year  for  mending 
*«  the  roads. "^^So  tha(t  this  is  properly  thefirfl:  genefal  ftatute  madefor  mending  ihe  roads, 
extending  to  all  England  and  Wales,  by  the  labour  and  cxpence  of  each  refpeftive  parifh 
alone;  and  <5n  that  bottom  alotie  we  find,  in  all,  fix  flat  utes  relating  to  this  fubjeft  in  Queen 
"Mary's  reign,  ahdabotit  nineteen  in^Queen  Eliwhcth's  reign,  and  one  in  King  James  Firfl's 
reign  ;  after  Which  there  were  ticfnebf  this  feft,  till  King  Charles  Second '«  refloration.  "  Thefc 
*pard'Chial  tneajis,  for  keeping  tli'e  r6ad«  in  repair,  were  found,- in  moft  cafes,  tokribly  effec- 
tual. 
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1555  tual,  until  after  the  reftoradon  of  King  Charles  11.  when  the  vafl:  in^re^fe  of  the  nation's 
commerce  and  nianufa^ures,  and  of  the  capital  city  of  L^ondon,  with  the  coaicomiXant  in- 
creafe  of  luxury,  brought  in  fuch  numbers  of  heavy  wheel  carriages  on  our  roads,  as  rendered 
it  by  degrees  imprafticablc,  in  moft  cafes,  for  parifhes  entirely  to  keep  their  own  p^tt  pf  the 
loads  in  a  tolerable  condition,  more  efpecially  in  the  counties  lying  nearer  London,  and  in 
manufafturing  counties.  This  has  introduced  the  roorc  equitable  and  effeSual  method  of 
tolls,  payable  at  nuraberlefs  toll-gates,  (called  turnpikes)  by  the  identical  wearers  out  of  thole 
roads  alone  :  and  many  fub(et]uexit  local  ftatutes  have  been  made  for  thofe  ends ;  and  a]fo  fc- 
vcral  general  ones  for  limiting  the  weight  of  waggon  loads,  the  breadth  of  wheel  rims,  called 
fellies,  the  immber  of  horfes,  &c.  And  thus  much  we  thought  fufficitiit  to  f&rve  for  a  fum- 
mary  hiftory  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  roads  of  England,  fo  as  not  to  have  much  occafion  to 
name  them  any  more  in  this  work. 

What  we  have  here  faid  concerning  a  fummary  hiftory  of  the  keeping , of  tl\e  roads  or  high- 
ways of  England  in  repair,  may  alfo  be  partly  applied  to  the  fubje ft  of  deepening  of  rivers, 
and  meliorating  of  havens  or  harbours  on  the  fea  coafts.  With  refpeft  to  the  former,  we 
have  fecn,  that  the  firft  inftance  thereof  in  the  ftatute  book,  is  that  of  the  third  of  King  Henry 
VI.  cap.  V.  for  deepening  the  river  Lea  from  the  txdwn  of  Ware  to  London,  in  the  year  1424  ; 
and  that  in  his  ninth  year,  cap.  ix.  for  tlie  fame  end.  After  wjiich,  we  find  none,  either  for 
rivers  or  for  havens,  till  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII.  who  repaired  and  fortified  fe  vera  I 
harbours.  For  that  of  the  fourth  of  King  Henry  VII.  for  preferving  the  river  Thames,  re- 
lates merely  to  the  fifhing  therein  ;  and  that  of  the  eleventh  of  the  fame  King,  .for  removing 
wears  and  engines  from  Southampton  harbour,  was  for  the  fame  end.  But  we  find  no  more 
ftatutes  of  either  kind  till  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  ;  fome  of  which,  as  alfo  fome  fubfequent 
ones,  we  may,  perhaps,  think  it  neceflary  to  take  a  more  particular  notice  of,  in  their  refpec- 
live  places  ;  as  alfo  for  bridges  over  rivers. 

It  muft  needs  be  a  moft  affefting  confidcration,  to  read  what  a  Bifhop  of  Chiapa  in  Mexico 
relates  fif  ftriflly  true)  concerning  the  inexpreflible  cruel  deftruftion  of  the  native  Indians  of 
America  by  the  Spaniards  In  that  humane  prelate's  account  of  their  firft -voyage  to,  and  dif- 
coveries  in  the  new  world,  which  country,  he  aflcrts,  was  granted  to  Spain  by  the  Papal  See, 
upon  the  exprefs  condition  alone,  of  their  inftrufting  the  native  Indians  in  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion;  whereas,  inftead  of  converting  their  minds  to  the  faith,  they,  by  unparalleled  cruelty, 
firft  tortured  and  then  butchered  their  bodies,  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  obliging,  them  to  dif- 
cover  their  treafures ;  fo  that  in  the  early  times  only  of  the  Emperor  Cliarles  V.  the  Spa- 
niards had  butchered  upwards  of  forty  millions  of  thofe  poor  Indians  ! 

The  goldfmiths  of  Scotland  having  fo  far  debafed  their  filver  plate,  asto  be  no  more  than 
fix  or  feven  penny  fine,  an  aft  of  the  Scots  Parliament,  in  this  year  1555,  filled  the  ftandard 
of  that  nation's  filver  plate  at  eleven  penny  fine,  and  their  gold  plate  at  tiwcnty-two  carrats 
fine,  both  upon  pain  of  death.  By  eleven  penny  fine  here,  muft  be  undorftood  eleven  ounces 
fine  toa  pound  troy,  and  not  eleven  penny  weights  to  an  ounce;  fince  the  oth^r  fuppofition 
muft  not  only  leave  their  filver  plate  very  bafe,  but  it  would  alfo  be  greatly  difproportioned  to 
the  above-named  finenefs  of  their  gold  phte. 

Under  this  year,  John  Bodin  of  Angers,  the  famous  civilian  and  hiftorian,  aukes  the 
number  of  fouls  in  the  city  of  Venice  to  amount^to  one  hundred  and-eighty  thoufaad  four 
hundred  and  forty,  which  is  about  ten  thoiifand  more  than  they  areat  this  timei by  many 
'icckonedto  contain.     If  Bodin's  account  be  true,  the  deereafe  js- not  improbably  owing  to  the 
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1555  great  decay  of  that  city's  commerce,  fince  the  Portnguefe,  by  their  difcovcry  of  a  way  by  fca 
to  India,  have  deprived  Venice  of  the  vaft  advantage  of  fupplying  moft  part  of  Europe  with 
the  merchandize  of  the  Eaft. 

In  this  year,  the  Ruflia  Company  fent  out  their  fecond  adventure  to  that  country,  with  their 
agents  and  faftors  ;alfo  letters  from  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary  to  the  Czar,  John  Baiilowitz. 
They,  in  two  (hips,  failed  up  the  river  Dwina  to  Vologda,  and  from  thence  Mr.  Chancelor 
and  his  attendants  travelled  in  fledges  to  Mofcow,  where  they  were  entertained  at  the  Czar*s 
cxpence,  who  now  granted  them  and  their  fuccelTors  for  ever  the  following  privileges,  viz. 

**  I.  Freedom  to  refort,  at  all  times,  with  their  fliips,  merchandize,  fervants,  6cc.  into  any 
"  part  of  his  dominions,  without  any  fafecondufl  or  licence  being  required  of  them. 

*•  II.  Neither  their  perfons  nor  goods  Ihall  be  arretted,  but  only  for  their  proper  and  per- 
**  fonal  debts,  &c. 

**  III.  Power  is  given  them  to  chufe  their  own  brokers,  fkippers,  packers,  weighers,  mea- 
"  furers,  waggoners,  &c.  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  them,  and  to  punifh  them  for  mifdc- 
**  meanors. 

**  IV.  The  chief  faflor,  recommended  by  the  Company  to  the  Czar,  to  have  full  power  to 
**  govern  all  the  Englifti  in  his  dominions,  and  to  adminifter  juftice  between  them  in  all 
**  caufes,  quarrels,  &c.  and  to  make  fuch  afts  and  ordinances,  with  his  afliftants,  as  he  fhall 
**  think  meet,  for  the  good  government  of  the  merchants,  and  all  other  Enghfli  there,  and  to 
**  fine  and  imprifon  them. 

*'  V.  The  Czar's  officers  and  minifters  fliall  aid  and  aflift  the  faid  faftors  againft  the  rc- 
**  bellious  Englifli,  and  lend  them  prifons  and  inftruments  of  punilhment,  &c. 

"  VI.  JuTice  fhall  be  duly  adminiftered  in  any  complaints  of  the  Englifti  againft  Ruffians, 
**  and  the  Englifli  fliall  be  firft  heard,  and  may,  in  cafe  of  abfencc,  appoint  an  attorney. 

«*  VII.  In  cafe  any  Englifli  be  wounded  or  killed,  due  punifliroent  fliall  be  inflifted ;  and 
**  in  cafe  the  Englifli  fhall  wound  or  kill  any,  neither  their  nor  the  Company's  goods  fhall  be 
•*  forfeited  on  that  account. 

**  VIII.  The  Englifti,  arretted  for  debt,  fliall  not  be  imprifoned  if  they  can  give  bail. 

"  IX.  If  Englifli  fliips  fliall  be  robbed  or  damaged  in  or  near  Ruflia  by  pirates,  &c.  the 
•*  Czar  will  do  his  utmott  to  procure  (atisfaftion. 

**  X.  The  Czar  promifes,  for  him  and  his  fucceflibrs,  to  perform,  maintain,  and  obfervc 
**  all  the  aforefaid  privileges,  &c.  and  for  that  purpofe  has  put  his  fignet  thereto." 

'*  Another  ineflFeftual  law  was  made  in  this  year,  the  fecond  and  third  of  Philip  and  Mary, 
•*  cap.  V.  for  confirming  former  ineffeftual  ones  of  King  Henry  VIII.  and  King  Edward  VI. 
**  whereby  the  former  method  was  confirmed,  of  gathering  weekly  relief  for  the  aged  and  im- 
•*  potent  poor  of  every  parilh,  by  the  charitable  devotion  of  the  inhabitants.  Sec.  and  that  a 
**  poor  man,  licenfed  to  beg,  fliall  wear  a  badge  on  his  breatt  and  back  openly." 

In  p.  447  and  454  of  the  third  volume  of  Hakluyt's  voyages,  we  find,  that  one  Thomfon, 
an  Englifliman,  who  had  now  failed  from  Cadiz  to  New  Spain,  found  at  the  Canaries,  the 
faAors  of  fome  London  merchants  already  fettled  there. 
1556  He  relates,  that  when  he  was  at  Mexico>  in  the  year  1556,  there  were  not  above  one  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  families  of  Spaniards  in  that  great  city  ;  but  that  in  the  fuburbs  there  were 
computed  to  beat  leatt  three  hundred  thoufand  Indian  inhabitants. 

In  the  fifteenth  volume,  p.  433,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary  of  England 
grant  unto  Nicholas  Lyfarde,  their  ferjeant-paintery  for  the  good  fervices  be  bad  done  to 
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1556  them,  and  to  King  Henry  VIII.  and  King  Edward  VI.  the  faid  office  for  his  life,  with  a 
falary  of  ten  pounds  per  annum,  worth  about  fifty  pounds  of  our  money,  in  point  of  cxpencc 
of  living. 

Captain  Stephen  Burrough,  in  the  Ruflia  Company's  fervice,  fails  northward  towards  Nova 
Zembla,  in  order  to  difcover  the  great  river  Oby,  in  the  Tartarian  Sea  ;  but  he  was  unable  to 
pafs  the  Streights  of  Waigats,  becaufe  of  the  huge  quantity  of  ice,  and  therefore  returned  un^ 
fuccefsful. 

The  Ruffia  Company  fend  two  fhips  thither,  who  returned  the  fame  year  with  the  two  (hips 
which  had  been  frozen  up  in  Lapland,  in  1553*  in  one  of  which  was  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby's 
body.  They  alfo  brought  over  an  ambaflador  from  Ruffia  to  Queen  Mary ;  but  he  being 
IhipwrecHcd  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  loft  almoft  all  the  fine  prefents  he  had  brought  for  the 
King  and  Queen.  Yet,  being  on  his  return,  he  received  feveral  rich  prefents  for  the  Czar, 
and  alfo  for  himfelf. 

The  city  and  country  of  Sienna  having  been  reduced  by  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  to  the 
fubjeftion  of  Spain  ;  and  that  Emperor  having,  in  this  year,  refigned  both  the  empire  and 
Spain;  and  the  latter  crown  devolving  to  his  fon  Philip  II.  **  this  Prince,"  fays  Keyller's 
Travels,  vol.  I.  p.  495,  Englifh  tranflation,  "  for  a  large  fum  of  money,  and  a  promife  that 
"  they  fhould  not  take  part  with  the  French,  ceded  the  country  of  Sienna  to  Cofmo  I. 
"  Duke  of  Florence  :  however,  he  (Philip)  preferved  to  himfelf  certain  maritime  towns,  as 
**  Piombino,  Orbitello,  Telamone,  Porto-Ercole,  Porto  St.  Stephano,  and  Portolongone, 
"  together  with  the  ifle  of  Elba,  all  together  making  what  is  called,  at  this  day,  the  Stato  dcgU 
**  Prfjid'il ;  fo  called  from  the  Spaniards  keeping  garrifons  in  thofe  towns." 

1557  The  Ruffia  Company  fend  four  (hips  thither,  (called  their  fourth  voyage)  of  which  wc 
have  nothing  memorable,  unlefs  we  may  reckon  their  carrying  home  the  Czar's  ambaflador, 
and  with  him  Mr.  Anthony  Jenkinfon,  who,  the  next  year,  made  very  ufeful  difcoveries  to- 
wards Perfia,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company's  commerce; 

"  It  was  in  this  year,"  according  to  the  ingenious  author  of  the  Prefent  State  of  England, 
in  tlie  year  1683,  part.  iii.  p.  94,  **  that  glafles  were  firft  begun  to  be  made  in  England.  The 
"  finer  fort  was  made  in  the  place  called  Crutchcd  Fryers,  in  London.  The  fine  flint  glafs," 
fays  our  author,  **  little  inferior  to  that  of  Venice,  was  firft  made  in  the  Savoy-houfe  in  the 
"  Strand,  London ;  but  the  firft  glafs  plates,  for  looking  glafl!es  and  coach  windows,  were 
•♦  made  about  the  year  1673,  at  Lambeth,  by  the  encouragement  of  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
"  ingham."  Had  this  author  lived  to  our  day,  he  would  have  faid  we  out  did  the  world 
in  almoft. every  branch  of  this  beautiful  manufafture. 

Bifliop  Fleetwood,  in  his  Clironicon  Preciofum,  from  Stowe,  relates,  that,  in  this  year, 
wheat,  before  harveft,  was  two  pounds  thirteen  fliillings  and  four-pence,  peas  two  pounds 
fix  fliillings  and  eight-pence,  malt  two  pounds  four  fliillings,  beans  and  rye  two  pounds  per 
quarter;  but  wheat  fell,  after  harveft,  fo  low  as  eight  fliillings,  and  the  next  year  the  fame; 
rye  eight  fliillings,  a  good  flieep  two  fliillings  and  ten-pence.  But  it  is  to  be  once  more  ob» 
ferved,  that  our  filver  coins  were,  by  this  time,  of  the  fame  weight  as  at  prefent. 

1558  After  England  had  held  the  town  and  port  of  Calais^,  with  its  dependent  garrifons  of 
Guifnes  and  Hamme,  for  two  hundred  and  eleven  years,-  the  only  part  of  the  continent  of 
France  now  held  by  England,  during  which  time  it  w^as  not  only  a  door  alw^ays  open  for  the 
invafion  of  France,  over  which,  for  that  reafon,  Engian4had  no  fmall  influence,  but,  which 
is  more  to  our  purpofe,  was  cxtrejBcly  well  fituated  for  a  ftaplc  port  to'difperfe,  in  more  early 
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1558  times,  the  wool,  lead,  and  tin,  and,  in  later  times,  the  woollen  manufactures  of  England 
,  into  the  inland  countries  of  the  Netherlands,  France,  and  Germany;  the  lofs  of  this  moft 
important  place,  in  the  year  1558,  to  the  French,  moft  Iharaefully  and  negligently,  and  in 
the  midft  of  winter,  was  undoubtedly  a  confiderablc  prejudice  to  the  commerce,  and  not  a 
little  to  the  honour  and  influence  of  England.  Thefe  confiderations  fo  affedlcd  Queen  Mary, 
that  fhe  faid,  if,  when  after  her  death,  Ihe  fhou|d  be  opened,  Calais  would  be  found  at  her 
heart.  Hereupon,  the  ftaple  for  wool,  &c.  was  removed  to  Bruges,  to  the  great  benefit  of 
that  city,  which,  in  other  refpofts,  had,  for  fome  time,  very  much  declined  from  its  an* 
cient  opulence  and  grandeur. 

The  Ruflians  having,  in  this  year,  maftercd  Narva  in  Livonia,  and  thereby  gained  aa 
opening  into  the  Baltic  Sea,  they  thereupon  crefled  it  into  an  emporium  or  ftaple  port  for  the 
trade  of  Ruflla  with  moft  of  the  reft  of  Europe.  The  Hanfeatic  merchants  hereupon  removed 
their  comptoir  from  Revel,  where  it  had  been  fixed,  fince  the  Mufcovites  had  barbaroufly  driven 
them  from  Novogrod.  Thuanus,  lib.  li.  only  obferves,  that  the  Ruflians  removed  the  ftaple 
to  Narva,  which,  as  far  as  related  to  their  own  trade,  was,  in  a  great  meafure,  in  their  own 
power  to  do  :  yet  the  great  jnafter  of  the  Teutonic  Knights  of  Livonia,  (for  there  was  ftill 
fuch  a  title  in  Livonia,  though  he  of  Pruflia  was  long  fince  fecularized)  and  alfo  the  Arch- 
bifhop  of  Riga,  made  grievous  complaints  to  the  Emperor  Ferdinand  of  the  great  injury  done 
to  the  empire,  fays  Thtfanus,  under  the  year  1572,  (for  Liv6nia,  as  well  as  Pruflia,  was,  even 
fo  lately  as  that  time,  deemed  a  fief  of  the  German  empire)  by  drawing  the  trade  from  Revel  to 
Narva;  for,  at  the  fame  time,  the  Englifti,  Dutch,  and  French  merchants  removed  alio  from 
Revel  to  Narva.  Wcrdenhagen  afligns  two  other  rcafons  for  the  removal  of  the  Hanfeatics 
from  Revel  to  Narva,  viz* 

L  The  felfiftinefs  of  the  Rcvelians,  who  fain  would  have  monopolized  the  entire  commerce 
to  their  owti  citizens  alone. 

n.  Their  other  motive  for  removing  to  Narva,  was  chiefly  with  a  view  to  be  nearer  to 
Novogrod,  their  anciently  beloved  refidence,  where  they  much  longed  to  fettle  again,  and 
whither,  it  feems,  they  fent  envoys,  in  the  year  1603,  for  that  end,  and  where,  in  1620,  the 
Czar  Demetrius  gave  them  leave  to  ereft  a  houfe  for  their  commerce ;  though,  by  reafon  of 
the  great  declenfion  of  the  general  commerce  of  the  Hanfeatics,  little  good  came  of  it.  This 
removal  of  the  ftaple  to  Narva  was  the  handle  which  Eric  XIV.  King  of  Sweden,  foon  after 
made  ufe  of,  violently  to  feize  on  the  (hips  of  Lubeck  returning  from  Narva,  fays  our  Han- 
featic hiftorian,  and  to  carry  them  to  Revel  and  Stockholm,  which  produced  a  war,  that  lafted 
eight  years,  between  the  Hans-towns  and  Sweden,  to  which  a  period  was  put  by  a  treaty  at 
Stetin,  in  the  year  1571.  Yet  the  Hans-league  was  ftill  confidcrable  enough,  for  the  Emp6- 
ror  Ferdinand  to  recommend  to  tliem,  in  this  very  year,  the  quieting  of  Livonia,  then  greatly- 
agitated. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that,  under  the  year  1553,  the  comptoir  of  the  Hans -towns  at 
Bergen  in  Norway  began,  about  that  time,  to  be  deferted,  chiefly  owing,  fays  the  Hanfeatic 
writers,  to  the  arbitrary  and  extravagant  increafc  of  the  toll  in  the  Sound  by  Chrlflian  HL 
King  of  Denmark,  which  produced  much  altercation;  fo  that,  in  this  year  1558,  when  this 
King  died,  that  comptoir  was  almoft  funk  to  nothing,  after  having  greatly  flouri(hed  for  about 
three  hundred  years.  Yet  others  aflign  the  true  caufe  of  that  declenfion  to  have  proceeded 
from  the  Danes  themfelves,  living,  about  this  time,  begun  to  trafl[ic  on  their  own  bottoms, 
in  confequence  of  which  that  court,  like  England,  few  the  expediency  of  abridging  thofe 
3  Hanfeatics 
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1558  Hanfeatics  of  their  ancient  and  almoft  unaccountable  privileges  and  prerogatives  at  Bergen, 
which,  they  alleged,  had  been  granted  to  them  by  former  Danifh  Kings.  Neverthelefs,  at  a 
dyet  of  the  States,  in  the  year  1560,  in  the  reign  of  King  Frederic  II.  the  pretended  Hanfeatic 
privileges  and  great  immunities  were  confiderably  abridged. 

That  moll  diligent  agent  for  the  Ruffia  Company,  Mr.  Anthony  Jenkinfon,  now  firft  fct 
on  foot  a  new  channel  of  trade,  through  Ruffia  into  Perfia,  for  raw  filk,  &c.  He  failed  dowa 
the  great  river  Volga  to  Nifi-Novogrod,  Cafan,  and  Aftracan,  and  thence  crofs  the  Cafpian 
Sea  to  Perfia.  At  Boghar,  a  goodly  city,  he  found  merchants  from  India,  Perfia,  Ruffia,  and 
Cathay,  /.  e,  China,  from  which  laft-named  country  it  was  a  nine  months  journey  to  Boghar. 
Jenkinfon  returned  the  fame  way  to  Cplmogro,  in  the  bay  of  St.  Nicholas,  in  the  year  1560, 
and  fo  home  the  fame  year  to  England.  On  his  return,  he  publiflicd  the  firft  map  of  Ruffia 
that  had  ever  been  made.  This  voyage,  it  feems,  he  performed  feven  different  times  :  yet  fo 
promifing  a  profpeft  for  that  Company  was  dropped  fome  few  years  after,  and  remained  as  if  it 
had  never  been  thought  of,  until  the  reign  of  King  George  II.  in  the  year  1741,  when  it  was 
revived  by  an  aft  of  Parliament,  enabling  the  Ruffia  Company  to  trade  into  Perfia ;  upon 
which,  confiderable  quantities  of  raw  filk  were  brought  home  by  the  very  fame  way  that  Jen- 
kinfon took  from  Perfia  to  Ruffia,  and  from  thence  to  England.  Yet  the  continual  troubles 
and  ravages  in  Perfia  have  fince  fufpended  the  good  efFefts  of  that  law. 

In  this  laft  year  of  Queen  Mary  1558,  fays  Stowe's  Chronicle,  p.  632,  "  a  preft"  (/.  e.  loan) 
"  was  granted  to  the  Queen  by  the  citizens  of  London,  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  which 
*'  was  levied  of  the  companies  ;  for  the  which  fum,  to  be  repaid  again,  the  Queen  bound  cer- 
"  tain  lands,  and  alfo  allowed  for  intereft  of  the  money  twelve  pounds  of  every  hundred  for  a 
•*  year." 

Jam  redlt  et  FirgOy  redeunt  Saturnia  Regno  ! 

We  are  now  arrived,  November  17,  1558,  at  the  commencement  of  the  moft  illuftrious  fe- 
male reign,  and  of  the  longeft  duration,  which  probably  ever  exifted  in  the  world,  viz.  that 
of  the  truly  great  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  England.  It  is  not  our  prefent  province  nor  intention 
to  draw  her  complete  charafter  at  full  length,  fo  often  already  done  by  foreign  as  well  as  Eng- 
Ii(h  hifiorians.  We  (hall  therefore,  at  this  entrance  on  her  truly  glorious  government,  con- 
fine ourfelves  to  this  one  brief  remark,  viz.  that,  to  her  immortal  honour,  and  her  kingdom's 
immenfe  benefit,  her  reign  has  fupplied  more  important  articles  for  Commercial  hiftory,  and 
more  beneficial  to  the  kingdom,  even  while  flie  was  furrounded  with  foreign  and  domeftic 
foes,  than  perhaps  all  the  preceding  reigns  conjoined,  fince  the  time  of  her  great  predcceffijr. 
King  Edward  III.  We  fhall  here  only  in  general  remark,  that  as,  on  her  now  fucceeding  to 
the  crown,  flie  found  the  balance  of  power  and  weahh  had  already  got  into  the  hands  of  the 
commons  or  people,  flie  prudently  conduced  her  meafures  accordingly;  though,  now  and 
then,  (he  would  exert  the  prerogative  as  far  as  fome  of  her  lefs  wift  fucce(rors,  though  with 
more  prudence. 

We  muft,  however,  remark,  that  in  this  firft  year  of  her  reign,  her  Parliament,  by  a  fta- 
tute,  cap.  xiii.  though  under  certain  wife  modifications  and  reftridlions,  repealed  the  farmer 
laws,  prohibiting  the  importation  and  exportation  of  merchandize  in  any  but  Englifli  fliips 
alone.  This  repeal,  clogged  as  it  is  with  reftriftions,  would  not  perhaps  be  approved  of  in 
cur  days  ;  yet  there  might  probably  be  good  grounds  for  its  being  then  done  ;  at  kail  the  then 
Vol.  II.  O  Icsiflature 
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1558  Icgiflature  thought  the  following  a  fuflScient  rcafoii  for  it,  viz.  **  That  fincc  the  making  of 
•*  the  faid  ftatutes,  other  fovereign  princes,  finding  themfelvcs  aggrieved  with  the  faid  ads,  as 
**  thinking  that  the  fame  were  made  to  the  hurt  and  prejudice  of  their  country  and  navy,  have 
**  made  like  penal  laws  againft  fuch  as  fhould  (hip  out  of  their  countries,  in  any  other  veflels 
than  of  their  feveral  countries  and  dominions ;  by  rcafon  whereof,  there  hath  not  only 
grown  great  difpleafure  betwixt  the  foreign  princes  and  kings  of  this  realm,  but  alfo  the 
**  merchants  have  been  fore  grieved  and  endamaged. — Yet,  whereas  fundry  of  the  Queen's 
**  fubjeds  do  frequently  enter  the  merchandize  of  aliens'*  (liable  to  double  duties)  "  in  their 
**  own  names,  whereby  the  Queen  is  defrauded  in  her  revenue — wherefore  it  was  now  enabled, 
"  that  whoever  fliall,  in  time  of  peace,  and  when  there  is  no  reftraint  made  of  Englifh  ihips,. 
**  either  embark  or  unlade  any  merchandize  (mads,  raffe,  pitch,  tar,  and  corn  only  excepted) 
**  out  of,  or  into  any  foreign  bottom  or  fhip,  and  whereof  the  mafter  and  the  major  part  of 
**  the  failors  are  not  Englilh  fubjefts,  (hall  anfwer  and  pay  for  the  faid  merchandize  the  like 
**  cuftora  and  fubfidy  as  aliens  do."  This  judicious  claufe  does,  in  a  great  mcafure,  anfwer 
the  end  propofed  by  the  navigation  afts,  now  to  be  repealed. — Another  claufe  was  inferted  in 
flavour  oftjie  two  focieties  of  Merchant- Adventurers,  and  of  the  Merchants  of  the  Staple,  at 
their  feveral  fleets  or  (hippings  of  cloth  and  wool  from  the  river  Thames  alone,  made,  at  moft, 
twice  in  every  year,  *♦  That  thofe  tw^  focieties  may  lade  the  faid  merchandize  on  foreigners 
**  (hips,  provided  there  be  not  Engli(h  (hips  fufficient  in  number  for  fuch  embarkations,  with- 
••  out  being,  for  that  caufe,  fubjeft  to  aliens  duties." 

**  Laftly,  the  merchants  of  Briftol  having  of  late  fuftained  great  lofles  at  fea  from  enemies, 
**  who  have  taken  all  their  beft  (hips  and  much  fubftancc,  fo  as  they  are  unable  to  provide 
fuflScient  (hips  of  their  own  within  the  time  limited  for  the  duration  of  this  aft,  viz.  five 
years,  if  there  be  no  Englilh  (hipping  fufficient  within  forty  miles  of  Briftol,  they  may  lade 
•*  their  merchandize  on  foreign  (liips,  without  being  liable  to  aliens  duties." 

Several  other  wife  and  judicious  regulations  and  laws  .were  made  in  this  fame  firft  year  of  her 
reign  ;  as  ftatute  xiv.  for  regulating  the  making  of  cloth  and  kerfey  in  certain  towns  in  Eflcx. 
—Cap.  XV.  For  preventing  the  deftruftion  of  timber  in  the  making  of  iron. — Cap.  xvii.  For 
preventing  the  taking  the  fpawn  of  falmon,  trouts,  &c.  at  undue  feafons,  &c.  Which  five 
laft  named  ftatutes,  like  many  more  of  her  reign,  were  fg  judicioufly  framed,  that  they  remain 
in  force  at  this  day,  though  with  fome  few  improvements  and  alterations. 
1559  ^^  ^^^'  ^^*  P*  5^5»  ^*  ^f  ^h^  Foedera,  we  have  the. treaty  of  peace  and  amity  of  Chateau- 
Cambrefis,  between  Queen  Elizabeth  and  Henry  II.  of  France,  whereby  the  latter,  •*  I.  Sti- 
**  pulates  to  deliver  up  Calais  to  England  at  the  end  of  eight  years,  for  which  four  hoftages 
**  were  left  with  Queen  Elizabeth,  under  the  penalty  of  five  hundred  thoufand  crowns."  Nei- 
ther of  which  ftipulations  were  ever  fo  much  as  intended  to  be  performed. 

«*  IL  All  armed  (hips  from  either  country  were,  as  in  former  treaties,  to  give  the  ufual  fe- 
"  ty  not  to  injune  the  (hips  or  fubjefts  of  the  other  party." 

**  III.  No  letters  of  marque  or  reprifals  were  to  be  granted  on  either  fide,  but  only  againft 
**  principals,  who  are  or  (hall  be  delinquents,  and  their  goods,  faftors,  and  agents  ;  and  even 
**  this  not  till  juftice  has  been  manifeftly  demed." 

In  the  fame  vol.  xv,  p.  532,  we  find  Queen  Elizabeth's  phyfician  in  ordinary.  Dr.  Richard 
Mafter,  has  a  falary  fettled  on  him  of  one  hundred  pounds  yearly,  befide  his  allowance  of  diet, 
wine,  wax,  &c.  as  ufual. 
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1559  Ibid.  p.  548,  fhe' grants  to  her  bowftring-maker,  \?ithin  the  Tower  of  London,  the  daily 
pay  of  fixteen  pence  for  life,  equal,  in  point  of  living,  to  near  about  fix  (hillings  and  eight 
pence.  . 

The  falarics  of  the  profeflbrfliips  in  both  Univerfitics,  which  had  been  fettled  by  King 
Henry  VIII.  at  forty  pounds  per  annum,  remained  fo  ftill ;  and  yet  the  filver  money  was  now 
made  of  the  fame  weight  and  finenefs  as  in  our  days.  Moreover,  the  immenfe  importations  of 
money  into  Europe,  fince  the  beginning  of  this  century,  had,  without  doubt,  increafed  the 
rate  or  expcncc  of  living,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  decreafed  the  value  of  money  :  yet,  as 
by  the  Chronicon  Prcciofum,  wheat  was  this  and  fome  following  years  at  eight  fhillings  per 
quarter,  and  a  load  of  hay  at  twelve  (hillings  and  fixpence  in  the  following  year  ;  and  the  next 
year,  claret  wine  at  two  pounds  ten  Ihillirigs  per  hogfh^ad  ;  it  fcems  therefore  reafonable  to 
conclude,  that  living,  at  that  time,  was  near  or  about  five  times  as  cheap  as  in  our  days ;  fo 
that  the  royal  phyfician  was  very  well  rewarded  fot  his  attendance  at  court. 

Mezerai  acquaints  us,  "  That  King  Henry  II.  of  France  was  the  firft  who  now  wore  filk 
ftockings,  at  his  fitter's  wedding  to  the  Duke  of  Savoy  :  yet,"  adds  he,  '*  till  the  troubles  un- 
**  der  Charles  IX.  and  Henry  III.  the  couttiers  did  not  ufe  much  filk  ;  but  after  that,  the  very 
"  citizens  began  to  wear  it  frequently.  For,"  continues  Mezerai,  **  it  is  ah  infallible  obfer- 
**  vation,  that  pride  and  luxury  are  rtoft  predominant  during  public  calamities." 

1560  The  manufafture  of  fine  woollen  cloth  in  the  Spanifli  Netherlands  muft  have  been  im- 
mcnfely  great  in  former  years,  before  the  Englilh  fell  fo  much  into  it.  Louis  Guicciardini, 
their  hiftorian,  affirms,  that,  in  thofe  former  times,  upwards  of  forty  thoufand  packs  of  Spa- 
nifli  wool  had  been  annually  imported  thither ;  but,  idds  he,  as  the  Spaniards  have,  of  late  years, 
made  more  clbth  at  home  than  formerly,  they  do  not  now  (in  this  year  1560,  that  I  am  writ- 
ing this  work)  export  to  the  Netherlands  above  twenty -five  thoufand  packs  of  Spanifh  wool 
yearly.  The  decreafe  of  the  woollen  manufacture  of  the  Netherlands  was,  undoubtedly,  the 
true  caufe  of  their  importing  a  fmaller  quantity  of  Spanifh  Wool  than  formerly,  though  Guic- 
ciardini did  not  chufe  to  aflign  the  true  caufe. 

According,  to  the  famous  John  Milton,  (author  of  the  incomparable  poem,  intitled  Paradifc 
Loft)  in  his  Brief  Hiftory  of  Mufcovia,  publilhed  in  the  year  1682,  in  twelves,  "  the  Eng- 
**  lilh  began  this  year  firft  to  trade  to  Narva  in  Livonia,  the  Lubeckers,  and  Dantzickers,'* 
fays  this  author,  "  having  till  then  concealed  that  trade  from  other  nations."  Although  Mil- 
ton does  not  mention  the  true  reafon  of  this  circumftance,  as  having  perhaps  forgot  it,  we 
conceive  it  to  proceed  from  the  Ruflians  having  niaftered  Narva,  as  we  have  feen  two  years  be- 
fore this  time. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  according  to  Camden,  finding  the  Popifh  princes  of  Europe  extremely 
jealous  of  her  fupporting  Proteftants  both  abroad  and  at  home,  wifely  provided  for  her  own 
fecurity  againft  future  difafters,  by  filling  her  magazines  with  ammunition,  military  and 
naval  ftores.  She  foon  after  firft,  made  gunpowder  in  England,  and  caufed  braft  and  iron  ord- 
nance to  be  caft  :  flie  alfo  built  a  confiderable  number  of  Ihips  for  war,  and  thus  formed  the 
moft  important  fleet  that  England  had  ever  before  feen  ;  an4  for  the  fafeguard  thereof  fhe  ereft- 
cd  a  fortrefs  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Medway,  called  Upnor  Caftle,  (fo  named  from  a  neigh- 
bouring village  :)  (he,  moreover,  confiderably  increafed  the  pay  of  her  naval  officers  and  fea- 
men  ;  "  fo  that,"  fays  Camden,  **  foreigners  ftiled  her,  the  Rcftorcr  of  Naval  Glory,  and 
**  Queen  of  the  Northern  Seas." 

O  z  She 
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1560  She  alfo,  about  this  time,  reftored  the  filver  coin  more  to  its  fterling  purity  than  had  beea 
for  two  hundred  years  before ;  her  father,  more  efpecially,  having,  towards  the  clofc  of  his 
reign,  fliamefully  debafed  it  by  mixing  it  with  copper,  for  his  own  particular  profit,  thougU 
greatly  to  the  detriment  of  the  public. 

Louis  Guicciardini,  in  his  Defcription  of  the  Netherlands,  now  teftifies  the  very  confide ra- 
ble  commerce  of  the  ports  of  the  province  of  Holland,  even  before  their  revolt  from  Spain. 
He  relates,  that  the  Hollanders  then  brought  annually  from  Denmark,  Eaftland,  Livonia, 
and  Poland,  fixty  thoufand  lafts  of  grain,  chiefly  rye,  then,  worth  one  million  fix  hundred 
and  eighty  thoufand  crowns  of  gold,  or  five  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds  Flemiih,  rec- 
koning three  of  thofe  crowns  to  one  pound  Flemiih — that  the  fingic  province  pf  Holland  alone 
had  above  eight  hundred  good  (hips,  from  two  hundred  to  feven  hundred  tons  burden  each,^ 
bcfide  above  fix  hundred  buflTes  for  fifhing^  from  one  to  two  hundred  tons  each — that  at  Am- 
fterdam,  even  then,  great  numbers  of  veflels  were  daily  feen  going  in  and  out;  and  that,,  twice, 
in  every  year,  fleets  of  three  hundred  Ihips  together  come  in  from  Dantzick  and  Livonia — 
that  five  hundred  fhips  were  often  feen  lying  together  before  that  city,  and  moftly  their  own  ;  fo 
that,  for  the  greatnefs  of  its  commerce,  Amfterdam  was  even  then  next  to  Antwerp  of  all  the 
towns  of  the  Netherlands.  This  authentic  teftimony  of  Amflerdam's  greatnefs  at  this  time,  is 
fuflScient  to  confute  what  too  many  have  ignorantly  written  to  the  contrary. 

The  fame  Guicciardini,  fpeaking  of  the  vaftnefs  of  the  commerce  between  the  Netherlands^ 
and  England,  fays,  they  then  imported  upwards  of  one  thoufand  two  hundred  facks  of  Eng* 
lifh  wool  to  Bruges,  worth  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  crowns  ;  but,  adds  he,  it  is  afto- 
nilhing  to  think  of  the  vaft  quantity  of  drapery  imported  by  the  Englifli  into  the  Netlierlands, 
being,  undoubtedly,  one  year  with  another,  above  two  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  all  kinds^ 
which,  at  the  mofl  moderate  rate  of  twenty -five  crowns- per  piece,  is  five  millions  of  crowns, 
or  ten  millions  of  Dutch  guilders,  or  about  one  million  of  pounds  flerhng.  So  that,  fays 
he,  thefe  and  other  mercliandize  brought  to  us  by  the  Englifh,  and  carried  from  us  to  them, 
may  make  the  annual  amount  to  be  more  than  twelve  millions  of  crowns,  or  twenty-four  mil- 
lions of  guilders,  or  about  two  million  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  to  the  great 
gain  and  benefit  of  both  countries  ;  neither  of  which  countries  could  poflibly,  or  without  the 
greateft  damage,  difpenfe  with  this  their  vaft  mutual  commerce  -^  of  which,  continues  he,  the 
merchants  on  both  fides  are  fo  fenfible,  that  they  have  fallen  into  a.  way  of  infuring  their 
merchandize  from  lofl!es  at  fea  by  a  joint  contribution. 

This  is  the  firft  inftance  we  have  met  with,  of  Injur ance  from  LnJJes  at  Sea^  though  proba- 
bly in  ufe  before  this  time,  and  firft  praftifcd  in  Lombard-ftreet  in  the  city  of  London,  ajs  wilL 
be  feen  under  the  year  1601. 

As  the  famous  city  of  Antwerp  was,,  in  this  year,  in  its  zenith  of  profperity,  we  imagine 
that  a  general  view  of  its  commerce,  at  this  period,  with  all  foreign  nations,  (as  exhibited  by 
Guicciardini,  ihld.)  in  which  the  then  exifting  ftate  of  manufaftures,  produft,  &c.  of  diflferent 
countries  may  be  feen,  will  not  be  unacceptable  to  our  curious  readers  :  many  ufcful  inferences 
may  alfo  be  drawn  from  thence. 

**  I.  Befide  the  natives  and  the  French,  who  are  here  very  numerous,  there  are  fix  principal 
**  foreign  nations  who  refide  at  Antwerp,  both  in  war  and  peace,  making  above  one  thoufand 
**  merchants,  including  faftors  ?nd  fervants,  viz.  i.  Germails,  2.  Danes  and  Eafterlings,'*^ 
(by  the  Eafterlings  are  always  meant  the  ports  on  the  fouth  fhores  of  the  Baltic,  from  Den-. 
mark  to  Livonia)  **  3.  the  Italians,  4.  tlie  Spaniards,  5.  the  Englifh,  and,  6.  the  Portaguefe 
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1560  "  — That  the  Spaniards  are  the  moft  numerous  there  of  any  of  thefe  fix  nations. — That  one 
*'  of  thofe  foreign  merchants'*  (whom  heftiles  the  Prince  of  Merchants,  and  was  the  famous 
Fugger  of  Augfbutg)  **  died  worth  above  fix  millions  of  crowns  ;  but  that  there  are  many 
"natives  there  worth  from  two  hundred  thoufand  to  four  hundred  thoufand  crowns." 

"  II.  That  their, manner  was  to  meet  twice  every  day,  viz.  mornings  and  evenings,  one 
"  hour  each  time,  at  the  EngUfli  bourfe  ;  where,  by  their  interpreters  and  brokers,  they  treat- 
"  cd  of  buying  and  felling  of  all  kinds  of  merchandize.  From  thence  they  went  to  the  new 
"  Bourfe  or  principal  Exchange,  where,  for  another  hour  each  time,  they  tranfafted  all  mat- 
**  lers  relating  to  bills  of  exchange  with  the  faid  fix  nations  and  with  France  ;  and  aifo  for 
"  what  he  calls  Depofit,  /.  e.  the  loan  of  money  at  intereft,  which  he  fays  was  ufually  twelve 
•*  per  cent,  peranaum,  for  it  feems,  bpth  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  his  fon  King  Philip  II. 
**  in  their  wars,  &c.  allowed  fo  high  an  intereft  to  the  merchants  here,  which  high  intereft," 
foys  Guicciardini,  *'  brought  the  nobility  to  lend  their  money  fecretly,  the  laws  of  nobility 
"  forbidding  that  praftice,  and  made  many  lazy  merchants  likewife  deal  in  that  way,  though 
"  fuch  high  intereft  was  a  great  grievance  to  the  poor,  as  well  as  a  great  obftrudlion  to  com- 
''  merce^ 

"  III.  That  with  regard  to  their  commerce  with  Italy,  he  fays, 

"  They  fent  to  Rome  a  great  variety  of  woollen  drapery,  linen,  tapeftry,  and  many  other. 
"  things ;  but  brought  nothing  from  thence  except  money,  or  bills  of  exchange. 

"  To  Ancona  they  fent  great  quantities  of  Englifh  and  Netherland  cloth  and  ftufFs,  linen, 
"  tapeftry,  cochineal,  &c.  and  brought  back  fuch  fpices  and  drugs,  as  they  (the  merchants  of 
"  Ancona)  brought  from  the  Levant;  alfo  filk,  cottons  ^  carpets,  turkey  leather,  &c. 

"  To  Bologna  they  feru  ferges  and  other  ftufFs,  tapeftries,  linens,  merceries,  &c.  and 
^  brought  from  thence  wrought  filks,  cloth  of  gold  and  filver,  crapes,  caps,  &c. 

"  To  Venice  they  fent  jewels  and  pearls,  cloth  and  wobl  of  England,  in  great  quantities, 
"  draperies  of  the  Netherlands,  tapeftry,  linen,  cochineal,  and  many  kinds  of  mercery,  fome- 
"  times  alfo  fugar  and  pepper  ;  and  brought  back  from  Venice  (before  the  Portuguefe  found 
**  the  way  to  the  Spice  Iflands)  all  forts  of  India  fpices  and  drugs  ;  and  even  fo  late  as  the  year 
"  15 1 8,  there  arrived  five  Venetian  galeafles  at  Antwerp,  laden  with  fpices  and  drugs  for  the 
"  fair  there. — But  they  ftill  bring  from  Venice  the  fineft  and  richeft  wrought  filks,  camblets, 
"  grograms,  carpets,  cottons,  and  great  variety  of  merceries  ;  alfo  colours  both  for  dyers  and 
"  painters. 

*'  To  Naples,  Antwerp  fent  Netherland  and  Englifh  cloths  and  ftulFs  in  abundance,  tapeftry, 
"  linen  in  vaft  quantities,  and  feveral  forts  of  merceries,  as  well  of  metal  as  of  other  materials.'* 
(This  defcription  of  merceries,  as  it  was  then  underftood,  and  another,  where  he  fays,  *  mcr- 
*  ceries,  as  well  of  filk  as  of  other  materials,*  feems  to  include  toys  as  well  as  what  we  now  call 
fmall  haberdaftiery  wares.  Mercery,  fays  this  author  in  another  place,  comprehends  all  things 
fold  by  retail,  or  by  the  little  balance  or  fmall  fcales.)  **  From  Naples,  Antwerp;  brought 
*rback  wrought  filks,  raw  filk,  thrown  filk,  fome  fine  furs,  or  fkins,  fafFron  of  Aquila,  and 
**  excellent  manna.  c 

"  To  Sicily  they  fentcloth  and  ferges  in  great  quantities,  linen,  tapeftries,  and  innumera- 
"  blc  forts  of  mercery,  as  well  of  metals  as  of  many  other  kinds.  And  from  Sicily,  Antwerp 
^*  brought  galls  in  great  quantities,  cummin,  oranges,  cotton,  filk,  and  fomctimes  wines  of 
"  various  forts.. 
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1560  "  To  Milan,  Antwerp  fcnt  pepper,  fugar,  jewels,  mufk,  and  other  perfumes,  great  quan- 
**  titles  of  Englifh  and  Nctherland  cloths  and  ferges,  tapeftries,  vaft  q"uantities  of  linen,  Eng- 
"  lifh  and  Spanifh  wool,  and  cochineal.  From  Milan  Antwerp  brought  great  quantities  of 
**  gold  and  filver  thread,  various  wrought  (ilks,  gold  fluffs,  fuftians,  and  dimities  of  many 
**  fine  forts,  fcarlets,  tammies,  and  other  fine  and  curious  draperies,  great  quantities  of  fine 
**  rice,  mufquets,  and  other  fine  armory,  various  forts  of  high  priced  mercery,  even  to  Par- 
**  mefan  cheefe,  which  lad  is  a  confiderable  commodity. 

"  To  Florence,  Antwerp  fends  many  forts  of  woollen  fluffs,  Englifh  wool,  linens,  fans, 
"  frifes;  even  although  by  fea,"  fays  our  author,  **  the  Florentines  and  Venetians  ^re  better 
•*  provided  with  Englifh  wool  on  the  fpot  itfclf.  From  Florence  they  bring  back  many  forts 
**  of  very  fine  wrought  filks,  gold  and  filver  fluffs,  and  thread,  fine  fhailoons,  then  called 
•*  raflcs,  and  fine  furs. 

**  Antwerp  fends  to  Genoa  Englifh  and  Netherland  cloth  and  ferges,  tapeflry,  Knen,  mer- 
"  eery,  utenfils,  and  houfhold  furniture.  And  from  Genoa  Antwerp  brings  back  vafl  quan- 
**  titles  of  velvets  of  all  prices,  the  befl  in  the  world,  fattins  and  other  wrought.filks,  the  befb 
**  of  coral,  mithridate  and  treacle.  By  Genoa  alfo,  Antwerp  fends  to  Mantua,  Verorwu 
"  Brefcia,  Vicenza,  Modena,  Lucca,  &c.  the  fame  forts  of  merchandize,  and1>rings  back  the 
•*  fame  returns  as  from  Genoa.  From  Italy  alfo  they  bring  by  fea  to  the  Netherlands  the 
"  alum  of  Civita  Vecchia,  the  oils  of  Apulia,  Genoa,  and  Pifa,  various  gums.  Senna  in  the 
**  leaf,  fulphur,  orpiment,  fee.  and  by  fea  alfo  Italy  receives  from  the  Netherlands,  tin,  lead, 
*•  madder,  brafil  wood,  wax,  leather,  flax,  tallow,  fait  filh,  timber,  and  fometimes  corn  and 
**  pulfe."  Our  author  adds,  "  That  Antwerp's  imports  from  Italy  of  filks,  gold  and  filver 
•*  thread,  camblets,  grograms,  and  other  fluffs,  (exclufivc  of  other  wares)  amounted  to  three 
**  millions  of  crowns  yearly,"  each  crown  being  equal  to  two  Dutch  guilders,  or  about  fix 
**  hundred  tlioufand  pounds  flerling. 
**  Antwerp  fends  to  Germany  precious  flones  and  pearls,  fpices,  drugs,  faffron,  fugars,  Eng- 
**  lifh  cloths,  as  a  rare  and  curious  thing,  and  of  high  price :  alfo  a  good  deal  of  Netherland 
•*  cloth  and  ferges,"  this  article  fhews  that  Englifh  cloth  was  then  efleemed  finer  than  Ne- 
.  thcrland  cloth,  **  tapeflry,  an  infinite  quantity  of  linen,  and  mercery  of  all  forts.  And  Ant- 
**  werp  receives  from  Germany,  by  land  carriage,  filver  in  bullion,  quickfilver,  immenfe 
**  quantities  of  copper,  fine  wool  of  Heffc,  glafs,  fuftians  of  an  high  price,  to  tlie  value  of 
•*  above  fix  hundred  thoufand  crowns  yearly,  woad,  madder,  and  other  dyers  wares,  faltpetre, 
•*  vafl  quantities  of  mercery,  and  houfhold  goods,  very  fine  and  good ;  all  kinds  of  metals  to 
*•  an  ineftimable  value,  and  alfo  of  arms  ;  Rhenifh  wines,  of  great  importance  in  commerce, 
"  of  exquifite  tafle,  profitable  for  health,  and  proper  for  digeftion,  and  fo  fafe,  that  one  may 
••  drink  twice  as  much  of  it  as  of  any  other  wine,  without  affedling  either  head  or  flomach.'* 
He  fays,  **  they  brought  from  thence  annually  above  forty  thoufand  tons,  which,  at  thirty-fix 
**  crowns  per  ton,  amounted  to  one  million  four  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  crowns.*'  This 
was,  indeed,  an  almoft  incredible  quantity  of  Rhenifh  wine  for  one  year's  importation  ! 

Wheeler,  who  wrote  in  the  year  1601,  fays,  "  That  a  little  before  the  troubles  in  the  Low 
.**  Countries,  the  Antwerpians  were  become  the  greatefl  dealers  to  Italy  in  Englifh  and  other 
**  foreign  merchandize,  and  alfo  to  Alexandria,  Cyprus,  and  Tripoli  in  Syria ;  beating  the 
**  Italians,  Englifh,  and  Germans  almofl  entirely  out  of  that  trade,  as  they  alfo  foon  did  the 
*'  Germans  at  the  fairs  and  marts  of  their  own  country.  That  thofe  of  Amfterdam,  and 
"  other  but  new  upflart  towns  of  Holland,  with  their  great  hulks  and  other  fhips,  began  to 
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J560  **  diminifti  the  trade  of  the  Eafterlings  at  Antwerp;  and  the  Antwerp  merchants,  having 
«*  great  wealth,  were  the  befl  able  to  fupply  Spain  and  her  Indies  at  long  days  of  payment,  by 
**  which  means  they  fet  their  own  prices  on  their  merchandize.  Antwerp  alfo  now  fupplied 
"  Germany,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Eaftland  with  the  wares  which  France  was  ufed  to  fupply 
*•  them.  It  is  not  more  than  eighty  years  ago,*'  /.  e.  about  the  year  1520,  •*  fince  there  were 
**  not  in  London  above  twelve  or  fixteen  Low  Country  merchants,  whofe  merchandize  im- 
"  ported  from  thence  were  ftone  pots,  bruflies,  toys  for  children,  and  other  pedlar's  wares.; 
"  but  in  lefs  than  forty  years  after,  there  were  in  London  at  Icaft  an  hundred  Netherland 
"  merchants,  who  brought  thither  all  the  commodities  which  the  merchants  of  Italy,  Ger- 
"  many,  Spain,  France,  and  Eaftland,"  of  all  which  nations  there  were,  before  that  time, 
divers  famous  and  notable  rich  merchants  and  companies,  **  ufed  to  bring  into  England  out 
"  of  their  own  country  dircdly,  to  the  great  damage  of  thofe  ftrangers,  and  of  the  natural 
**  born  Englifh  merchants." 

**  Antwerp  fends  by  fca  to  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  Eaftland,  Livonia,  and  Poland, 
"  vaft  quantities  of  fpices,  drugs,  fafFron,  fugar,  fait,  Englifh  and  Netherland  cloth  and 
•*  fluffs,  fuftians,  linens,  wrought  filks,  gold  fluffs,  grograms,  camblcts,  tapeflries,  precious 
**  flones,  Spanifh  and  other  wines,  alum,  Brafil  wood,  mercery  and  houfhold  goods  in 
•*  abundance.  And  Antwerp  received  from  thofe  parts,"  /.  e,  from  Eaftland  and  Poland, 
"  an  ineflimable  quantity  of  tlie  moft  neceffary  merchandize,  viz.  wheat  and  rye  to  a  vaft 
**  value,  iron,  copper,  brafs,  faltpetre,  woad,  madder,  vitriol,  flax,  honey,  wax,  pitch  and 
"  tar,  fulphur,  pot  afties,  (of  great  importance  in  commerce)  fine  flcins  and  furs  of  various 
**  kinds,  leather,  timber,  (both  for  fliipwrights  and  houfc  carpenters)  in  vaft  abundance ; 
"  great  quantities  of  beer,  of  high  price  and  efteem ;  fait  flelh ;  falted,  dried,  and  fmoaked 
"  fifli,  yellow  amber  in  great  quantities,  and  numberlefs  other  particulars." 

We  may  here  briefly  interrupt  our  author's  narrative,  by  obferving,  that  moft  of  thofe 
northern  ports  being  frozen  up  in  winter,  and  finding  it,  in  early  times,  more  difficult  than 
now  to  make  far  fouthward  voyages  down  the  Mediterranean,  &c.  fo  as  to  infurc  their  return 
home  before  winter;  and  finding  alfo,  that  they  could  be  fupplied  from  Antwerp  with  what- 
ever the  whole  earth  produced,  they  therefore  made  that  city  their  grand  ftaple  for  their  own 
merchandize,  as  alfo  for  their  returns,  as  we  have  alfo  remarked  in  another  place. 

**  Antwerp  fcnt  to  France  precious  ftones,  quickfilver,  filver  in  bullion,  copper  and  brafs 
"  wrought  and  unwrought,  lead,  tin,  vermilion,  azure  blue  and  crimfon,  fulphur,  faltpetre, 
*'  vitriol,  camblets,  and  grograms  of  Turkey,  Englifli  and  Netherland  cloths  and  ferges, 
'*  great  quantities  of  fine  linen,  tapeftry,  leather,  peltry,  wax,  madder,  tallow,  dried  flefli, 
"  and  much  fait  fifli,  &c.  And  France  fcnt  back  to  Antwerp,  by  fea,  fait  of  Brouage  to  the 
**  value  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  crowns ;  forty  thoufand  bales  of  fine  woad  of 
"  Tholoufe,  which,  at  feven  and  a  half  crowns  per  bale,  amounts  to  three  hundred  thoufand 
**  crowns ;  canvas,  and  other  ftrong  linen  of  Bretagne  and  Normandy,  in  immenfe  quanti« 
"  ties  ;  about  forty  thoufand  tons  of  excellent  red  and  white  wines,  at  about  twenty-five 
"  crowns  per  ton,  amounting  to  one  million  of  crowns,  or  two  millions  of  Holland  guilders; 
"  faffron,  fyrup  of  fugar,  turpentine,  pitch,  paper  of  all  kinds  to  a  great  value,  prunes,  (a 
**  confiderable  article  in  commerce)  Brafil  wood,"  the  French  having  then  a  fettlement  in 
Brafil.  "  By  land  alfo  France  fends  many  fine  and  curious  things  in  gilding,"  fdorures) 
•'  fomc  very  fine  cloths  of  Paris,  Rouen,  Tours,  and  Champagne,  much  thread  of  Lyons, 
•*  &c.  which  are  highly  prized ;"  but  not  one  word  as  yet  of  filk  manufactures,  that  time 
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being  not  yet  come,  **  excellent  verdigrcafc  of  Montpclier;  and  laftly,  many  forts  of  mcr* 
**  ceries  lo  a  great  value. 

*'  To  England,  Antwerp  fent  jewels  and  precious  ftones,  filver  bullion,  quickfilver, 
**  wrought  filks,  cloth  of  gold  and  filver,  gold  and  iilver  thread,  camblets,  grograms,  fpices, 
'*  drugs,  fugar,  cotton,  cummin,  galls,  linen  both  fine  and  coarfc,  ferges,  demy  ojiades^ 
**  (quaere  if  not  worfteds  ?)  tapeftry,  madder,  hops  in  great  quan tit icsi"  our  own  are  now 
Tnuch  better,  *'  glafs,  fait  fifli,  metallic  and  otlier  merceries  of  all  forts,  to  a  great  value;  arms 
**  of  all  kinds,  ammunition  for  w^ar,  and  houfhold  furniture.  From  England  Antwerp  re- 
"  ccivcs  vaft  quantities  of  fine  and  coarfe  draperies,  fringes,  and  other  things  of  that  kind,  to 
**  a  great  value;  the  fineft  wool,  excellent  fafFron,  but  in  fmall  quantities ;  a  great  quantity 
**  of  lead  and  tin ;  flieep  and  ratbit  fkins  without  number,  and  various  other  forts  of  fine 
**  peltry  and  leather;  beer,  cheefe,  and  other  forts  of  provifions  in  great  quantities;  alfo 
^*  Malmfey  wines,  which  the  Englifh  import  from  Candia. 

*•  To  Scotland,  Antwerp  fends  but  little,  as  that  country  is  chiefly  fupplied  from  England 
"  and  France.  Antwerp,  however,  fends  thither  fomc  fpicery,  fugars,  madder,  wrought 
**  filks,  camblets,  ferges,  linen,  and  mercery.  And  Scotland  fends  to  Antwerp  vaft  quan- 
*'  tities  of  peltry  of  many  kinds,  leather,  wool,  and  indifferent  cloth,  fine  large  pearls,  though 
*'  not  of  quite  fo  good  a  water  as  the  oriental  ones. 

**  To  Ireland,  Antwerp  fends  much  the  fame  commodities  and  quantities  as  to  Scotland. 
**  and  Antwerp  takes  from  Ireland,  Ikins  and  leather  of  divers  forts,  fomc  low  priced  cloths, 
*'  and  other  grofs  things  oY  little  value.  *" 

**  To  Spaiu,  Antwerp  fends  copper,  brafs,  and  latten,  wrought  and  unwrought;  tin,  lead, 
**  and  much  woollen  doth  of  various  kinds  made  in  the  Netherlands,  as  alfo  fome  made  in 
^*  England ;  ferges  of  all  prices  ;  ojlades  et  demy  oftadcs^^  names  of  woollen  goods  then  in  ufe, 
but  now  almoft  loft^  unlefs  worfteds  be  meant  thereby,  which  the  affinity  of  the  name  may 
poflibly  countenance,  *•  tapeftry,  fine  and  coarfe  linen  to  a  great  value,  camblets,  flax  thread, 
**  wax,  pitch,  madder,  tallow,  fulphur,  and  frequently  wheat  and  rye,  falted  flefli  and  fifh, 
"**  butter  and  cheefc,  all  forts  of  mercery,'*  mercery,  as  has  already  been  obferved,  in  thofi^ 
times,  meant  almoft  all  kinds  of  fmall  wares,  *'  metals,  filk,  thread,  &c.  for  very  great  fums  ; 
"  filver  in  bullion,  and  worked  up  into  filverfmith's  work;  arms  of  all  forts,  and  ammuni- 
**  tion  ;  houfhold  furniture,  and  tools  of  all  kinds  ;  and  every  thing  elfe  produced  by  human 
•**  induftry  and  labour,  to  which,"  fays  our  author,  **  the  meaner  people  of  Spain  have  an 
**  utter  averfioni  Of  Spain,  Antwerp  takes  jewels  and  pearls,  gold  and  filver  in  great  quan- 
"  title?,  cochineal,  farfaparilla,  guaiacum,  faffron,  filk  raw  and  thrown,  and  worked  up  into 
-**  various  ftuffs,  velvets,  taffeties,  fait,  alum,  orchil,  fine  wool,  iron,  cordovan  leather,  wines 
*^*  of  various  kinds,  oils,  vinegar,  honey,  raelaflR?s,  Arabian  gums,  foap,  fruits  both  moift 
*^  and  dried,  in  vaft  quantities  ;  wines  and  fugars  from  the  Canaries,"  no  fugars  as  yet  com- 
ing from  the  Spanilh  Weft  Indies. 

**  To  Portugal,  Antwerp  fends  filver  bullion,  quickfilver,  vermilion,  copper,  brafs,  and 
**  latten,  lead,  tin,  arms^  artiJlery,  and  ammunition,  gold  and  filver  thread,  and  fuch  other 
^*  wares  before-named  as  they  fend  to  Spain.  From  Portugal,  Antwerp  brings  pearls  and 
**  precious  ftones,  gold,  fpices  to  above  the  value  of  one  million  of  crowns  annually,  drugs, 
•**  amber,  mufk,  civet,  ivory  in  great  quantities,  aloes,  rhubarb,  anil,  cotton,  China  root, 
**  and  many  other  precious  things  from  India,  with  which  the  greateft  part  of  Europe  are  fup- 
''  plied  by  Antwerp;  alfo  fugars  from  the  ifle  of  St.  Thomas,  under  the  equinoftial  line,  and 
3  '*  from 
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1560  "  from  other  ifles  on  the  African  coafts ;  Brgfil  wood  for  dyers/'  (but  no  fugar  as  yet  brought 
from  BrafiU  nor  from  any  other  part  of  America  :  and  this  countenances  the  conjefture,  that 
fugai  was  not  originally  a  native  of  America,  but  was  rather  carried  thither  from  the  Canary 
or  clfe  the  Madeira  ifles,)  *^  Malaguetta,  or  Guinea  grains,  and  other  drugs  from  the  weft 
"  coaft  of  Africa;  fugar  alfo,  and  gocd  wines  from  Madeira.  And  from  Portugal  itfelf, 
"  Antwerp  brings  their  fait,  wines,  and  oils,  woad,  feeds,  orchil,  many  forts  of  fruits,  both 
<*  moift  and  dried,  preferved  and  candied,  to  a  great  value. 

"  Laftly,  to  Barbary,  Antwerp  fends  woollen  cloth,  fergcs,  Unen,  merceries  innumerable, 
**  metals,  &c.  And  Antwerp  brings  from  Barbary,  fugars,  azure  or  anil,"  as  the  Portuguefe 
call  it,  •*  gums,  coloquintida,  leather,  peltry,  and  fine  feathers." 

Thus  we  have  afummary  view  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  and  from  Antwerp,  the  moft 
eminent  city  for  commerce  then  in  Europe.  The  port  of  Armuyden,  on  the  iflc  of  Wal- 
cheren,  the  principal  ifle  of  the  province  of  Zealand,  was,  in  Guicciardini's  days,  the  place 
of  rendezvous  for  the  Shipping  of  Antwerp,  where,  fays  he,  there  have  been  often  feen  five 
hundred  large  (hips  together,  fome  bound  to,  and  others  returning  from  many  diftant  parts 
of  the  world.  Armuyden,  at  that  period,  poflcfled  an  excellent  port,  and  well  fituated  for  that 
purpofe,  though  now  an  inconfiderablc  place,  its  harbour  being  choaked  up  with  mud  and 
fand. 

Yet  after  all  that  can  be  faid  of  the  greatnefs  of  Antwerp,  it  muft,  however,  be  admitted, 
that  the  two  later  grand  emporiums  of  London  and  Amfterdam  have,  fince  t'hat  time,  exceed- 
ed Antwerp  in  various  refpefts  ;  fuch  as  their  greater  number  of  large  and  ftout  (hips,  their 
acquifitions  of  feveral  great  branches  of  commerce,  not  then  known  to  Antwerp,  viz.  the 
Turkey  trade,  the  whale  fifliery,  the  Ruflia  trade,  the  negro  Guinea  trade,  that  of  both  Indies, 
as  alfo  the  Madeira  and  Canary  trades  :  yet,  if  Guicciardini  has  not  exaggerated,  Antwerp,  ia 
the  height  of  its  profperity,  about  this  time,  is  faid  to  have  (hewn  at  once  two  thoufand  five 
hundred  Ihips  or  veffels  lying  in  the  Scheld  before  the  city,  (though  poffibly  many  of  thofe 
might  have  been  fuch  as,  at  London  in  our  days,  arc  called  fmall  craft  and  coafters.)  *  And 
our  author  adds,  **  That  it  was  ufual  for  five  hundred  fhips  to  come  and  go  in  one  day,  and 
•*  four  hundred  to  come  up  the  Scheld  in  one  tide ;  that  ten  thoufand  carts  were  conftantly 
"  employed  in  carrying  merchandize  to  and  from  the  neighbouring  rountries,  befidc  many 
**  hundreds  of  waggons  daily  coming  and  going  with  paflcngers ;  and  five  hundred  coaches 
**  ufed  by  people  of  diftinftion :"  all  which  poffibly  muft  be  read  with  fome  grains  of  allow- 
ance. Guicciardini  adds,  **  that  Antwerp  bad  then  one  hundred  and  fixty-nine  bakers, 
"  feventy-eight  butchers,  ninety-two  fifhmongers,  one  hundred  and  ten  barbers  and  furgeons, 
"  five  hundred  and  ninety-four  taylors,  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  goldfmiths,  befide  a 
**  great  number  of  lapidaries  and  jewellers,  three  hundred  mafter  painters,  gravers,  and  car- 
**  vers,  mercers,"  1.  e.  retailers  and  pedlars,  **  &c.  without  number.  That  the  city  of  Ant- 
"  werp  contained  thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  houfes. — That  lodgings  there  were  extrava- 
**  gantly  dear,  (occafioned  by  its  grdat  commerce)  fo  as,  except  Lifbon,  to  furpafs  any  city 
**  of  Europe;  a  fet  of  lodgings  of  five  or  fix  chambers,  with  a  hall  and  garrets,  not  letting  for 
"  lefs  than  two  hundred  crowns,"  /.  e.  four  hundred  Holland  guilders,  **  yearly ;  and  the 
"  greater  lodgings  and  fmaller  houfes  were  ufually  at  five  hundred  crowns  and  upwards.  Laft- 
*•  ly,  that  by  die  great  concourfe  of  ftrangers  at  Antwerp,  advice  of  all  that  pafles  in  every 
**  other  part  of  the  world  is  brought  thither.'* 
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1560  Having  fufficiently  enlarged  on  that  once  noble  city  of  Antwerp,  Guicciardini  gives  ns  a 
fketch  of  the  then  herring  fifliery  of  the  maritime  provinces  of  Friefland^  (Groningen  was 
then  a  partof  Friefland)  Holland,  Zealand,  and  Flanders.  He  fays,  *'  the  number  of  fifher- 
**  men  and  veflels,  efpecially  of  thofe  four  provinces,  and  of  the  French,  with  fome  few  Eng- 
**  lifh,  fifhing  firft  on  the  coaft  of  Scotland,  and  next  on  that  of  England,  are,"  in  his  way 
of  expreffing  it,  **  almoft  infinite."  But,  confining  himfelf  only  to  the  Netherlands,  con- 
cerning which  he  had  made  a  very  drift  enquiry,  he  fays,  **  that,  in  peaceable  times,  they 
**  employed  feven  hundred  buflcs  and  boats,"  bufcc^  et  botes  he  calls  them  in  his  French^ 
**  which  make  each  three  voyages  in  the  feafon,  during  which  whole  feafon,  each  veffel,  on 
•*  an  average,  is  computed  to  take  feventy  lafts  of  herrings,  each  laft  containing  twelve  barrels 
**  of  nine  hundred  or  one  thoufand  herrings  each  barrel ;  and  as  a  laft  commonly  yields  ten 
"  pounds  Flemilh,"  or  about  fix  pounds  fterling,  •*  the  total  amount  of  one  year's  herring 
**  fifhery,  in  thofe  four  provinces,  is  four  hundred  and  ninety  thoufand  pounds  Flemifh,  or 
**  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  thoufand  pounds  flerling." — How  vaflly  does  this  account 
fall  fhort  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's,  about  fixty  years  later.  '  •*  That  the  cod  and  ling  fifhery  of 
**  thofe  four  provinces  amounts  yearly  to  a  million  of  guilders,  or  one  hundred  thoufand 
**  pounds  flerling,  as  then  reckoned; — their  falmon  fifhing  in  Holland  and  Zealand  to  four 
**  hundred  thoufand  guilders,  or  forty  thoufand  pounds  flerling  yearly. 

**  That,,  notwithflanding  the  great  ground  which  England  had  gained  on  the  Netherlands^ 
"  in  the  preceding  century,  their  woollen  manufafture  was  flill  very  great,  although  their 
**  own  wool  be  very  coarfe,  compared  to  that  of  England  and  of  Spain,  as  at  Boifleduc,  Delft,. 
**  Haarlem,  Lcyden,  and  Amflerdam,  they  then  made  above  twelve  thoufand  pieces  of  cloth 
**  and  ferges,  &c.  at  each  place ;  alfo  at  Ypres,  where  was  the  very  fine  and  ancient  hall  for 
«*  woollen  cloth  ;  at  St.  Winnoxberg,  Courtray,  Menin,  Tiel,  and  Lifle,"  which  laft  city 
he  efteemed  the  next  in  commerce  after  Antwerp  and  Amfterdam,  **  Tournay,  Mons,  Va- 
**  Icnciennes,"  where,  befidc  woollen  cloths,  they  make  great  quantities  of  tafFeties,  &c. 
**  Maubeuge,  Enghien,  &c.  make  fine  tapcftries. 

"  Linen  cloth,  according  to  Guicciardini,  was  made  at  Boifleduc,  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
**  thoufand  pieces  yearly,  worth  two  hundred  thoufand  crowns;  alfo  at  Nivdlc,  five  leagues 
**  from  BrufTels,  they  make  great  quantities  of  very  fine  cambrick  ;  as  alfo  at  Cambray,  which 
'*  originally  gave  name  to  that  fine  manufafture."  And  we  may  add  a  probable  conjefture, 
that  diaper  took  its  name  from  Ypres,  /.  e.  Toile  {fTpres. — "  At  Courtray  they  made  fine 
•*  linen  for  the  table. — At  Tiel  linen  cloth  and  buckrams. — At  Ghent,  the  cloth  named  from 
**  that  time,  Ghenting,  in  immcnfe  quantities ;  alfo  fine  linen  of  many  forts,  woollen  alfo, 
'*  and  tapeftries,  fuftiansj  buckrams,  &c. — At  Boifleduc  great  quantities  of  knivea,.  fine  pins, 
**  mescery,  &c." 

At  the  fame  time,  fpeaking  again  of  the  commerce  of  Amfterdam,  he  fays,  **  that  fhips  are 
•*  conftantly  feen  in  great  numbers  coming  in  and  going  out,  not  only  to  and  from  other  parts 
**  of  the  Netherlands,  but  of  France,  England,  Germany,  Spain,  Portugal,  Poland,  Livonia, 
**  Norway,  Sweden,  &c."  He  obferves,  **  that  Veer,  (named  alfo  Campveer,  or  Terveer) 
**  in  Zealand,  owes  its  principal  commerce  to  its  being  the  ftaplc  port  for  all  the  Scotifh  fhip- 
**  ping,  and  fo  has  been  for  a  long  feries  of  years."  And  Guicciardini,  in  conclufion;  pays 
the  province  of  Holland  the  following  fine  compliment,  viz.  *'  it  has  no  wine  growing  in  it, 
**  yet  they  have  great  plenty  of  that  liquor  ; — nor  flax  of  their  own  growth,"  this  is  not  the 
cafe  at  prefent,  *'  yet  make  the  fincft  linen  of  any  in  the  univerfe. — They  have  no  wool, 
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1560  "  (cither  in  good  quality  or  quantity)  yet  make  infinite  quantities  of  good  cloth. — They  grow 
**  no  timber,  yet  they  ufe  more  for  fliips,  dykes,  &c.  tha!i  perhaps  all  the  reft  of  Europe  to- 
**  gether."  And  here  let  us  add  what  Sir  William  Temple  fays  further  by  way  of  encomium 
on  Holland,  above  one  hundred  years  later,  viz.  **  never  any  country  traded  fo  much,  and 
"  confumed  fo  little.  They  buy  infinitely,  but  it  is  to  fell  again. — They  are  the  great  maf- 
**  ters  of  the  Indian  fpices  and  Perfian  filks,  yet  wear  plain  woollen,  and  feed  upon  their  own 
**  filh  and  roots. — They  fell  the  fineft  of  their  own  cloth  to  France,  and  buy  coarfe  cloth  out 
"  of  England  for  their  own  wear. — They  fend  abroad  the  beft  of  their  own  butter,  and  buy 
"  tlie  cheapeft  out  of  Ireland,  or  the  north  of  England,  for  their  own  ufe. — In  Ihort,  they 
**  furnifh  infinite  luxury,  which  they  never  practice,  and  traffic  in  pleafures  which  they  never 
«  taftc." 

**  Thus,"  fays  their  own  great  De  Witt,  in  his  Intcreft  of  Holland,  **  are  diligence,  vi- 
"  gilance,  valour,  and  frugality  not  only  natural  to  the  Hollanders  themfelves,  but,  by  the 
"  nature  of  their  country,  are  communicated  to  all  foreigners  who  inhabit  amongft  them." 

In  the  late  learned  Mr.  Thomas  Ruddiman's  preface  to  Anderfon's  Diplomatum  et  Numif- 
matum  Scotiae  Thefaurus,  p.  73,  we  find  that,  in  this  year  1560,  one  pound  of  Englilh  filver 
coin,  or  money,  was  equal  to  five  Scotilh  pounds  ;  and  he  adds,  mlrandum  vero  cjl  quanta  ah 
eo  tempore  au^ibus^  et  quam  predpiti  gradu  moneta  apud  nos  valor  percreverit,  i.  e.  "  and  it  is 
"  truly  ftrange  or  wonderful  to  obferve,  after  this  time,  how  quick  the  progrefs  was  of  the 
**  cnhanceqiient  of  the  nominal  value  of  our  money ;  for,  five  years  after,  in  the  year  1565, 
**  the  proportion  between  the  value  of  the  nominal  pounds  of  the  two  nations  was  become  as 
"  fix  is  to  one." 

In  this  fame  year,  according  to  the  judicious  Miflelden,  in  his  Circle  of  Commerce,  p.  55, 
printed  in  1623,  in  quarto.  Queen  Elizabeth,  (it  being  the  fecond  year  of  her  reign)  by  her 
charter  confirmed  all  former  charters  of  privileges  to  the  company  of  the  Merchant-adven- 
turers of  England.  This  autlior  affirms,  **  that  he  took  fpecial  pains  in  the  perufal  of  all 
"  charters  and  grants  to  this  company."  Moreover,  Wheeler,  in  the  book  often  already 
quoted,  confirmed  this,  and  adds,  **  that  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  them  two  other  ample 
"  charters,  viz.  one  in  the  fixth  and  another  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  her  reign,  in  the 
"  former  of  which  (viz.  her  fixth  year)  they  firft  had  the  defignation  of  merchant-adven- 
"  turers  given  them." 

The  fame  year,  the  Queen  granted  by  charter  to  the  merchants  of  Exeter,  by  the  title  of 
The  Governor,  Confuls,  and  Society  of  Merchant-adventurers  of  Exeter,  an  exclu'five  trade 
to  France  ;  which  privilege  was  confirmed  by  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fourth  year  of  King 
James  I.  cap.  ix.  in  the  year  1606,  which  extended  only  to  their  own  city. 

Sigifmund,  King  of  Poland,  being  at  war  with  Ruffia,  wrote,  in  this  year  to  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, exhorting  her,  not  to  permit  her  fubjefts  to  trade  to  Rufiia  by  the  way  of  Narva,  as 
they  thereby  furnifhed  his  enemies  with  arts,  arms,  and  other  neceflaries ;  and  he  threa- 
tened fuch  (hips  as  Ihould  fo  trade  with  his  utmoft  refentment.  But  his  threatenings  on  this 
and  another  famous  occafion,  hereafter  to  be  exhibited,  were  very  little  regarded  by  lier. 

Eric  XIV.  King  of  Sweden,  taking  advantage  of  the  fore  depreflion  of  the  German  Knights 
of  the  Crofs  by  the  Ruffians,  accepted  of  the  requeft  of  the  town  of  Revel  and  of  tlxa  country 
adjacent,  to  take  them  under  his  proteftion,  whereby  Sweden  firft  got  footing  in  Livonia; 
and  by  the  acquifition  of  that  fine  country,  which  Sweden  held  till  the  former  part  of  the 
prefent  eighteenth  century,  its  commerce,  wealth,  and  power  were  conlidcrably  increafcd. 
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1561       In  the  very  next  year,  tlic  Poles,  Danes,  Swedes,  and  Mufcovites  having,  in  their  tumf, 
gradually  deprefled  the  power,^  and  greatly  leflened  the  dominions  of  the  Teutonic  Order  in 
Livonia,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  longer  to  withftand  their  more  powerful  enemies,  the  Great  Maf- 
ter  of  that  order,  Gottard  Ketler,  refigned  that  part  of  Livonia  which  remained  to  them  into 
the  hands  of  the  Poles,  after  that  order  had  held  it  three  hundred  and  fifty-feven  years,  accord- 
ing to  Thuanus,  lib.  28.  who  adds,  **  That  the  refigning  of  the  records,  the  great  crofs  of 
"  the  Order,  the  archives,  the  keys  of  the  gates  and  caftle  of  Riga,  and  all  other  prerogatives 
**  into. the  hands  of  the  Poles  by  the  faid  Grand-Mafter  was  a  fad  fpeftacle,  and  could  not  be 
"  feen  by  any  lovers  of  the  German  name  without  tears."     On  this  refignation  of  Ketler,  he 
was,  inftead  of  Livonia,  invefled  by  King  Sigifmund  with  the  fovereignty  of  Courland  and 
Semigallia,  under  the  title  of  duke,  to  him  and  his  heirs,  holding  the  fame  of  the  crown  of 
Poland  ;  or,  in  other  words,  Ketler  finding  he  could  no  longer  hold  the  whole,  was  glad  to 
capitulate  with  King  Sigifmund  for  only  part  of  it,  with  a  hereditary  title,  in  imitation  of  what 
Albert  of  Brandenburg  had  done  in  relation  to  Pruflia,  in  the  year  1525;   and  alfo  with  the 
liberty  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  then  already  generally  profeflcd  there,  and  which  Ketler  him- 
felf  had  before  embraced.     And  thus  the  Germanic  empire  loft  its  remaining  fief  in  Livonia, 
as,  thirty-fix  years  before,  it  had  fupinely  lofl  that  of  Pruflia ;  and  all  that  now  tcftifies  thofe 
two  provinces  to  have  been  German  fiefs,  is,   befide  records,  the  prevalence  of  the  German 
language,  which  continues  to  this  day. 

The  Hamburghers  ftill  maintaining  their  claim  to  an  exclufive  jurifdiftjon  or  fovereignty 
on  the  river  Elbe,  had,  in  fupport  of  it,  feized  on  a  Danifli  Ihip,  and  denied  to  King  Frede- 
rick II.  of  Denmark  the  reftitution  of  the  veffel;  that  King  therefore,  in  the  year  1561,  leizcd 
on  all  Hamburg  (hips  in  the  Danifh  ports,  and,  after  much  difpute,  obliged  that  city  to  pay 
him  forty  thoufand  guilders  for  fatisfaftion. 

Dr.  Howell,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  World,  vol.  ii.  p.  222,  relates,  **  That  Queen  Eliza- 
<*  beth,  inthis  third  year  of  her  reign,  was  prcfented  with  a  pair  of  black  knit  filk  ftockings 
"  by  her  filk-woman,  Mrs.  Mountague,  and  thenceforth  Ihe  never  wore  cloth  ones  any  more.'* 
This  eminent  author  adds,  **  That  King  Henry  VIII.  that  magnificent  and  expenfive  Prince, 
*•  wore  ordinarily  cloth  hofe,  except  there  came  from  Spain,  by  great  chance,  a  pair  of  filk 
•*  ftockings;  for  Spain  very  early  abounded  in  filk.  His  fon,  King  Edward  VI.  was  prefent- 
"  ed  with  a  pair  of  long  Spanifh  filk  ftockings  by  his  merchant.  Sir  Thomas  Grclham,  and 
**  the  prefent  was  then  much  taken  notice  of."  Thus  it  is  plain,  that  the  invention  of  knit 
filk  ftockings  originally  came  from  5pain.  Others  relate,  that  one  William  Rider,  an  appren- 
tice on  London-bridge,  feeing,  at  the  houfe  of  an  Italian  merchant,  a  pair  of  knit  worfted 
ftockings  from  Mantua,  made,  with  great  Ikill,  a  pair  cxaftly  like  them,  which  lie  prefented, 
in  the  year  1564,  to  William  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  were  tlic  firft  of  that  kind  worn  in  Eng-  - 
land. 

Rapin  and  others  relate,  that  there  vras  happily  difcovered  in  England,  in  the  county  of 
Cumberland,  near  Kefwick,  a  mine  of  pure  copper,  which  had  been  neglefted  many  ages,  fays 
Camden.  And  at  the  fame  time  there  was  found,  in  great  abundance,  the  ftonc  called  lapis 
calamlnarts^  or  calamy  ftone,  fo  neceflary  for  brafs  works,  that  is,  for  turning  copper  into  brafs. 
**  Neither  had  Queen  Elizabeth  now  any  need,  as  her  father  and  predeccffors  had,  to  hire  fhips 
•*  for  her  ufe  from  Hamburg,  Lubeck,  Dantzick,  Genoa,  and  Venice,  fhe  having  provided 
"  the  bcft  appointed  navy  that  ever  Britain  bad  feen.   Her  wcalthicft  fubjefts  alfo  built  Ihips  for 
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1561  "  war,  ill  imitation  of  her,  with  great  alacrity  ;  infomuch,  that  her  own  navy,  joined  with 
"  her  fubjefts  (hipping,  was  able  to  fend  out  twenty  thoufand  fighting  men  for  fea-fcivicc.'* 

Camden  adds,  **  That  the  country  people,  fince  licence  was  granted  for  exporting  of  grain, 
**  began  to  ply  their  hufbandry  more  diligently  than  formerly,  by  breaking  up  grounds  which 
**  had  remained  untilled  beyond  all  memory  of  man." 

According  to  Gerard  Malynes's  Center  of  the  Circle  of  Commerce,- p.  93,  printed  in  quarto, 
in  1623,  **  Queen  Elizabeth  granted,  in  the  third  year  of  her  reign,  a  new  charter  of  confir- 
"  mation  to  the  Corporation  of  the  Mayor  and  Conftables  of  the  Staple  of  England,  of  all 
"  fuch  privileges  and  liberties  as  they  did,  might,  or  ought  to  have  enjoyed,  one  year  before 
**  the  lofs  of  Calais,  by  grant,  charter,  law,  prefcription,  or  cuftom,  notwithftanding  any 
**  non-ufer,  abufer,  &c."  This  treatife  was  written  againft  Miffelden's  Circle  of  Commerce, 
which  defended  the  Merchant-adventurers  Company  againft  Malynes. — Thofe  difputes  arc 
long  fince  become  obfoletc. 

The  French  feem  to  have  traded  very  early  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea  and  its  neighbourhood; 
for  in  the  fccond  volume  p.  189,  part  ii.  of  Hakluyt's  Voyages,  the  writer  of  an  Englifh  voyage 
to  Guinea,  in  the  year  1591,  fays,  that  about  thirty  years  before  that  time,  the  French  traded  • 
from  the  ports  of  Normandy  to  the  river  Gambia  with  four  or  five  fhips  annually. 
156a      Some  French  alfo,  aflifted  by  the  Admiral  Chaftillon,  (or  Coligny)  made  an  attempt  in  • 
1562,  to  fettle  and  fortify  in  Florida  ;  but  not  being  fupported  from  home,  they  were  forced 
to  abandon  that  enterprize,  being  almoft  famifhed  for  want  of  provifions,  in  the  year  1564, 
.after  remaining  in  Florida  two  fummers  and  one  winter.     They  again  attempted,  as  wmII  be 
more  fully  feen,  to  fettle  in  Florida  in  the  years  1564-5,  and  1567  ;  but  being  moftly  Proteft- 
ants,  defigned  by  that  admiral  to  get  a  footing  there,  they  were  in  part  cruelly  deftroyed  by  the 
Spaniards,  and  partly  alfo  through   inteftine  divifions,  and  not  being  well  fupported  from  ' 
France,  by  reafon  of  the  civil  war  in  that  kingdom  ;  all  which  circumftances  tended  to  put  an  i 
end  to  that  defign. 

'*  The  fame  year,  the  French  Admiral  Coligny  encouraged  a  projeft  for  a  fettlement  on  the  - 
**  fouth-eaft  coaft  of  Africa,"  fays  Mezerai,  **  near  Mozambique  or  Melinda,  to  ferve  as  a  re-  - 
•*  treat  for  the  French,  in  carrying  on  the  trade  of  Africa  and  Eaft  India,  as  was  praftifed  by 
"  the  Portuguefe.     For  that  end  three  fhips,  with  twelve  hundred  foldicrs,  were  fent  out: 
•*  but  they  were  (hipwrecked  on  the  ifle  of  Madeira;  and  after  a  fcuffle  with  the  Portuguefe 
*'  there,  they  returned  to  France,  without  further  purfuing  their  original  defign." 

Mr.  John  Hawkins,  aflifted  by  the  fubfcriptions  of  fcveral  gentlemen,  now  fitted  out  three  • 
Ihips,  the  largcft  being  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons,  and  the  fmalleft  but  forty  tons,  and  i 
having  learned  that  negroes  were  a  very  good  commodity  in  Hifpaniola,  he  failed  to  the  coaft 
of  Guinea,  and  took  in  negroes,  and  failed  with  them  for  Hifpaniola,  where  he  fold  his  ne- 
groes and  Englifh  commodities,  and  loaded  home  his  three  veflcis  with  hides,  fugar,  and  gin-  - 
gcr,  and  alfo  many  pearls  ;  returning  in  the  year  1563,  after  making  a  profperous  voyage.—  - 
This  fecms  to  have  been  the  very  firft  attempt  from  England  for  any  negro  trade. 
1563      The  Ruflia  Company  did  not  as  yet  lofe  fight  of  their  trade  into  Perfia  by  the  way  of  Ruflia ; 
for,  in  this  year,,  they  fent  three  of  their  agents  to  the  Perfian  court  at  Caft)in,  on  the  bufinefs 
of  their  traffic. 

In  vol.  XV.  p.  631,  &c.  of  the  Foedeira,  we  have  a  truce,  in  this  fame  year,  between  Eng- 

laod  and  Scotland,  fomewhat  in  the  Scotilh  dialcft,  for  the  punifliment  of  thefts,  robberies,  &c. 
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1563  on  the  borders  of  the  two  kingdoms,  whereby  the  following  valuations  or  prices  for  ftolen 
cattle  were  fettled,  viz. 

Every  ox,  above  four  years  old,    to  be  valued  at  40^.  fterling. 

Every  cow  -  -  -  -         at  30 

Every  ox  above  two  years  old,  -  -       at  30 

Every  young  cow,  above  two  years  old,         -         at  20 

Every  other  beaft,  above  two  years  old,  -        at  10 

Every  old  fheep,  -  -  -        at    6 

'N.  B.  A  hog,  in  the  old  Scotifli 
El  very  hog,  —  —  —  -        at    3  J      fenfe,  is  a  youngfticcp  of  about 


{ 


a  year  old. 


at 

6 

at 

2 

at 

s 

at 

2 

Every  old  fwine,  above  a  year  old 

Every  young  fwine. 

Every  gaet,   (/.  e,  goat)  above  a  year  old. 

Every  young  gaet,  or  goat,  -  - 

N,  B.  In  this  fame  truce  there  is  mention  made  (inter  alia)  of  a  mulft  of  one  penny  Scots 
for  every  flieep  found  feeding  without  the  bounds  of  either  realm  refpeftively  ;  which  (hews, 
that  at  this  time,  there  was  ftill  fuch  a  real  coin  as  a  penny  Scots,  though  long  fince  forgot. 

By  an  ordinance  of  this  fame  year,  being  the  fifth  of  Elizabeth,  when  the  price  of  wheat 
does  not  exceed  ten  (hillings,  rye,  peas,  and  beans  eight  (hillings,  and  malt  fix  (hillings  and 
eight-pence  per  quarter,  they  may  be  exported  by  Engli(h  (hipping.  This  (hews  that  thofc 
prices  were  then  efteemed  fo  moderate,  that  for  the  benefit  of  farmers,  they  might  be  exported. 
Thus  we  fee,  tbat  the  rates  of  provifions,  and  confequently  of  living,  are  confiderably  advan- 
ced, fince  the  coins  were  reduced  to  the  modern  weight,  &c. 

In  this  fifth  year  of  Elizabeth,  cap.  3.  was  the  firft  ftatute  enaftcd  in  England  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  (See  the  year  1597.)  For,  whereas  all  the  afts  of  Parliament  hitherto,  were  only 
on  the  principle  of  voluntary  contributions  for  the  poor,  refting  or  depending  on  the  charita- 
ble devotion  of  the  people,  which  method  had  not  anfwered  the  intended  purpofe,  nor  pre- 
vented common  beggars  from  multiplying  every  where ;  it  was  now  therefore  found  necelTary 
to  go  a  ftep  further.  It  is  certain,  that  the  fuppreflion  of  the  convents  had  not  a  little  increa- 
fed  this  diforder  ;  thofe  houfes  having  been  a  great  relief  to  the  poor  on  their  own  lands,  and 
in  their  neighbourhood,  to  whom  ngt  only  their  kitchens  but  their  granaries  were  ever  open, 
more  efpecially  in  times  of  dearth.  When  therefore  the  church-lands  were,  by  King  Henry 
the  Eighth,  fold  at  fuch  eafy  purchafes,  it  was  then  declared  to  be  for  the  charitable  purpofe 
of  enabling  the  buyers  to  keep  up  that  wonted  hofpitality ;  which,  however,  they  greatly  ne- 
glefted  to  do  :  yet  ftill  there  was  no  compulfory  law  till  the  period  now  before  us.  This  aft, 
therefore,  after  **  direfting  poor  and  impotent  perfons  of  every  pari(h  to  be  relieved,  of  that 
•'  which  every  perfon  will,  of  their  charity,  give  weekly,  to  be  gathered  by  colleftors,  and 
'*  diftributed  to  the  poor,  fo  as  none  of  them  Ihall  openly  go  or  fit  begging :"  (now  comes 
the  compulfory  claufc)  **  and  if  any  parifhioncr  (hall  obftinately  refufe  to  pay  reafonably  to- 
**  wards  the  relief  of  the  faid  poor,  or  fliall  <lifcourage  others,  then  the  juftices  of  the  peace, 
**  at  their  quarter  fefiion?,  may  tax  him  to  a  reafonable  weekly  fum,  which,  if  he  refufes  to 
**  pay,  they  may  commit  him  to  prifon  :  yet,  w^herc  the  parifhcs  have  more  poor  than  thev 
''  can  relieve,  the  juftices  may  licence  fo  many  of  their  poor  as  tbey  (hall  think  good,  to  heg 
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i^b^  **  in  one  or  more  hundreds  of  the  refpeftive  county.     Laftly,  beggars,-  in  any  other  place  than 
•*  where  legally  licenfed,  were  to  be  punilhed  according  to  the  laws  againft  vagabonds."" 

The  next  ftatute  of  this  fame  feflion  of  Parliament,  viz.  cap.  4.  entitled,  A  Repeal  of  fo 
much  of  former  Statutes  as  concern  the  hiring,  keeping,  departing,  working,  or  order  of  Ser- 
vants, Labourers,  &c.  and  a  Declaration  who  (hall  be  compellable  to  fervc  in  Handicrafts,, 
and  who  in  Hufbandry,  and  their  feveral  Duties,  See.  gives  the  fubftance  of  many  former  laws^ 
with  their  imperfeftions  and  contrariety ;  and  remarks,  **  That  the  wages  afcertained  in  many 
**  of  thefe  aA^  of  Parliament  were  now  bocome  infufficient,  by  reafon  of  the  advanced  prices 
"  of  all  neceflaries  fince  thofe  times."  Yet,  as  large  and  comprehenfive  as  this  aft  is,  which, 
as  to  much  of  it,  is  ftill  in  force,  there  are  feveral  fubfequent  llatutes,  both  in  this  and  fuc- 
ceeding  reigns,  for  the  regulating  of  difputes  between  mafters  and  their  fervants,  apprentices, 
and  labourers,  concerning  their  wages,  time  of  labour,  &c. 

The  next  law,  cap.  v.  of  that  year,  entitled,  Conftitutions  for  the  Maintenance  of  the 
Navy,  &c.  contains  many  good  claufes  for  the  encouragement  of  our  own  (hipping  and  mari- 
ners :  as, 

"  I.  By  permitting  herrings,  and  other  filh  caught  on  our  coafts,  to  be  exported,  duty 
«  free. 

"  II.  That  no  foreigrt  fhips  Ihall  carry  any  goods  coafl-wife  from  one  Englilh  port  to- 
"  another. 

"  III.  Wines  and  woad  fhall  be  imported  from  France  in  Englifh  fliipping  alone,"  with 
Ibme  inconfiderable  exceptions. 

"  IV.  Thar,  as  well  for  the  maintenance  of  fhipping,  the  increafe  of  fifliermen  and  mari- 
"  ners,  and  the  repairing  of  port-towns,  as  for  the  fparing  and  increafe  of  the  flefh  viftual' 
"  of  the  realm,  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  for  any  to  cat  fleih  on  Wednefdays  and  Saturdays,  under 
"  the  forfeiture  of  three  pounds  for  each  offence,  excepting  cafes  of  ficknefs,  and  alfo  thofe 
"  by  fpecial  licences  to  be  obtained."     (This  purely  political  fafting  from  flefh-mcat  was  part- 
ly altered  by  cap.  2.  of  the  twenty-feventh  year  of  this  Queen,  by  leaving  out  Wednefdays  ; 
yet,  by  the  fame  aft,  no  viftuallers  were  to  utter  flefti  in  Lent,  nor  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays.) 
"  For  which  faid  licences,  obtained  by  peers,  they  were  to  pay  one  pound  fix  fliillings  and 
"  eight-pence  to  the  poors-box  of  the  parifh;   by  knights  and  their  wives>   thirteen  fhillings 
"  and  four- pence;  and  by  others,  fix  (hillings  and  eight-pence  each. — But  no  licence  was  to 
"  extend  to  the  eating  of  beef,  on  thofe  days,  at  any  time  of  the  year;"    (this  (hews,  that  in 
thofe  times,  black  cattle  were  deemed  fcarce)  **  nor  to  the  eating  of  veal,  in  any  year,  from 
"  Michaelmas  to  the  firft  day  of  May*    But  becaufe,"   adds  this  ftatute,    "  no  perfon  (hall 
"  mif-judge  the  intent  of  this  ftatute,  be  it  enafted,  That  whoever  (liall,  by  preaching,  teach- 
"  ing,  writing,  or  open  fpeech,  notify,  that  any  eating  of  fifh,  or  forbearing  of  flelh,  men- 
"  tioned  in  this  ftatute^  is  of  any  neceflity  for  the  faving  of  the  foul  of  man,  or  that  it  is  the. 
"  fervice  of  God,  otherwife  than  as  other  politic  laws  are  and  be ;  then  fuch  perfons  (hall  be 
"  punifhed  as  fpreaders  of  falfe  news  ought  to  be." 

The  ingenious  author  of  the  Prefent  State  of  England,  printed  in  oftavo,  in  the  year  1683, 
p.  77,  acquaints  us,  "  That  the  firft  making  of  knives  in  England  w^as  begun  in  this  year 
**  1563,  by  one  Thomas  Mathews  on  Fleet-bridge,  in  London."  How  ftrangely  are  things 
altered  fince  thofe  times  !  for  now  London  excels  all  the  earth  in  this  refpeft,  and  fupplies 
many  other  nations  with  tliis  ufeful  article,  in  great  quantities* 

3  Many- 
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1564      Many  good  laws  bad  been  lately  made  in  England,  efpecially  fince  the  acccflion  of  Qucca 

Elizabeth,  for  the  employment  of  its  people,  by  improving  the  woollen  manufafture,  fo  as  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  foreign  manufaftures  from  interfering  with  our  own  :  this  was  ef- 
fefted  by  cftablifliing  fcveral  new  raanufafturcs,  and  improving  many  of  the  old  ones  ;  parti- 
cularly an  aft  of  JParliament  of  this  Queen's  reign,  cap.  7.  ftriSly  prohibiting  the  importation  of 
any  girdles,  rapiers,  knives,  fheaths,  hilts,  pummels,  lockets,  chapes,  fcabbards,  horfe  furniture 
of  all  kinds,  gloves,  poifits,  llirrups,  bits,  leather,  laces,  and  pins.  Thcfe  wife  regulations  and 
improvements  greatly  alarmed  the  Netherlanders  ;  the  city  of  Antwerp,  in  particular,  became 
quite  enraged  to  fee  the  Englifti  taking  fuch  large  flrides  towards  an  univerfally  extended  com- 
merce. Moreover,  the  raifing  the  cuftom  on  cloth  exported  to  the  Neiherlands,  and  of  mer- 
chandize imported  from  thence  into  England,  had  given  great  offence  to  the  Netherlanders. — 
All  which,  and  fimilar  confiderations,  induced  the  Duchefs  of  Parma,  in  the  year  1563,  then 
Govcmcfs  of  the  Netherlands,  (through  the  inftigation  of  Cardinal  Granvelle,  wlio  forefeeing 

.  a  war  was  about  to  be  kindled  in  the  Netherlands,  was  defirous  to  remove  the  Engliih,  as  be- 
ing favourable  to  the  Protcftants,  who  already  began  to  be  numerous  in  thofe  parts)  to  iffue 
her  proclamation  for  prohibiting  the  carrying  into  England  any  materials/or  the  manufaftures 
above-mentioned.  That  Princefs  alfo,  by  way  of  retaliation  for  the  above  prohibition  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  but  under  pretext  of  the  plague,  which  at  that  time  raged  in  England,  pro- 
hibited the  importation  of  Englifh  woollen  goods  into  the  Netherlands.  In  this  year,  therefore, 
the  Englifti  company  of  Merchant-adventurers  were  compelled  to  carry  their  woollen  cloths  to 

'Embdenin  EaftFriefland;  where,  for  awhile,  they  kept  their  ftaple,  entirely  deferting  the 
Netherlands.  Whereupon,  King  Philip  II.  of  Spain  abfolutely  prohibited  all  his  fubjefts 
ftom  trading  with  the  Englifti  at  Embden  :  yet,  in  the  end.  Queen  Elizabeth's  fteadinefs  got 
the  better  of  all  oppofition ;  for  Philip,  knowing  that  the  true  intereft  of  his  Netherland  fub- 

jefts  required  peace  and  commerce  with  England,  found  himfelf  obliged  to  admit  the  Englifti 
ambafladors  to  a  treaty  at  Bruges,  to  revoke  all  his  prohibitions  to  the  contrary,  and  to  re- 
admit the  Englifti  to  trade  with  the  Netherlands  as  formerly,  on  the  bottom  of  the  Inter curfus 
Magnus,  Camden,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  relates,  that  our  general  trade  with 
the  Netherlands  was,  at  this  time,  fo  vaft,  as  to  amount  to  twelve  millions  of  ducats  ;  five 

.  millions  of  which  was  for  Englifti  cloth  alone. 

In  the  fifteenth  volume,  p.  640,  of  tlie  Foedera,  Queen  Elizabeth  concluded  a  general  treaty 

.  of  peace  and  commerce  with  Charles  IX.  of  France  ;  the  commercial  part  of  which  treaty  was 

.  cxaftly  the  fame  with  that  concluded  in  the  year  1559. 

And  in  the  fame  fifteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  p.  644,  King  Charles  IX.  of  France,  in 
the  ratification  of  the  laft-named  treaty,  ftipulates  to  pay  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  at  Dover,  fixty 
thoufand  French  crowns  of  the  fun,  each  weighing  two  pennyweights  and  fourteen  grains  of 
gold,  of  twenty-two  and  a  half  carrats  fine,  each  valued  at  fifty-one  fols  tournois;  or  elfe  to 
pay  an  equivalent  in  Englifti  anglets,  (that  is,  nobles  of  fix  ftiillings  artd  eight-pence  e»ch) 
weighing  three  pennyweights  twenty-two  grains  of  gold  ;  in  confequenc*  of  which  payment, 
the  Queen  was  to  releafe  two  of  the  four  French  noblemen  then  her  prifoners ;  and  fix  weeks 
after,  ftie  was  to  releafe  the  other  two,  upon  King  Charles  paying  another  fum  of  fixty  thou- 
fand gold  crowns  to  her  commifiloners  at  Calais.  Thefe  four  French  noblemen  were  hofta- 
ges  with  Queen  Elizabeth  by  the  treaty  of  1559  ^^^  ^*"g  Henry  II.  of  France,  for  his  deli- 
ycrmg  up  Calais  to  Queen  Elizabeth  in  eight  years  time,  asrelated  under  ibat  year. 
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1564  Baron  Puffendorf,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Sweden,  relates,  *•  That  about  this  time,"  (for  he  is 
too  regardlefs  of  chronology)  **  m  a  fca-  tight  between  the  fleet  of  Eric  XIV.  King  of  Sweden, 
"  who  reigned  between  the  years  1559  and  1568,  and  that  of  King  Frederick  11.  of  Denmark, 
•*  the  Swedifh  fleet  confifted  of  forty  fhips,  their  admiral  Ihip  mounting  two  hundred  brafs 
"  cannon;  which  hugefhip  being  feparated  from  the  rcfl:  of  that  fleet  by  a  ftorm,  fuftained 
•*  alone  the  attack  of  the  whole  Danifh  fleet,  joined  by  that  of  Lubeck,  and  funk  the  admiral 
**  of  the  latter  by  her  fide.  But  being  at  length  furrounded  and  overpowered  by  the  enemy's 
•*  fleet,  fhe  was  fet  on  fire,  and  totally  dcftroyed."  This  is  probably  the  firft,  and  it  is  as 
likely  will  be  the  iaft  veflel  of  fuch  an  enormous  fize.  The  Hollanders,  in  the  zenith  of  their 
naval  power  and  glory,  feldom  or  never  went  beyond  ninety  cannon  for  their  firft-ratc  fhips 
of  war ;  and  it  fcems  more  for  the  fake  of  fhow  than  for  folid  advantage^  that  both  the  Eng- 
li(h  and  French  have  run  into  an  higher  number  of  cannon.  We  may  in  this  place  remark, 
that  in  proportion  as  the  northern  crowns  increafed  their  correfpondencc  with  the  nations  of 
the  more  foutbern  parts  of  Europe,  they  improved  in  their  naval  ftrength  and  commerce  ;  and 
in  nearly  the  fame  proportion  did  the  Hanfcatic  towns  decline  in  both  refpefts,  efpecially  thofe 
within  the  Baltic  Sea.  Mr.  Burchet,  in  his  Naval  Hiftory,  obfervcs,  ••  Tliat  as  Denmark 
*•  poflRrflfes  many  iflands,  and  a  large  extent  of  country  along  the  ocean,  the  Danes  have,  for 
^'  many  ages,  had  a  confiderable  naval  force."  Whereupon,  he  inftances  the  above-named, 
which  he  calls  fignal  viftory  over  the  Swedifti  fleet,  and  their  admiral  (hip  of  two  hundred 
cannon,  which,  he  fays,  was  called  the  Noncfuch.  He  adds,  that,  a  little  before,  King  Chrif- 
tian  III.  at  the  inftances  of  the  Frernrh  King,  Henry  H.  aided  the  Scots  agaihft  England  with 
a  ticet  of  one  hundred  fail,  manned  with  ten  thoufand  men ;  which  tranfaftion  is,  however, 
very  flightly  touched  by  moft  Englilh  hiftorians. 

Sir  William  Monfon,  who  wrote  his  Naval  Trafts  in  the  year  1635,  has  the  following  hif- 
torical  remark  on  that  fubjeft,  viz.  **  Till  of  late,  which,  perhaps,"  fays  he,  **  few  will  believe, 
**  tlic  greateft  part  of  our  (liips  of  burthen  was  either  bought  or  built  out  of  the  Eaft  Coun- 
**  try,"  (/.  e.  the  ports  on  the  fouth-fide  of  the  Baltic  Sea)  •*  who  likewife  enjoyed  the  greateft 
**  trade  of  our  merchants  in  their  own  veflTels.  And,  to  bid  adieu  to  that  trade,  and  thofe  ftiips, 
**  the  Jefus  of  Lubeek,  a  veflTel  of  great  biirthen  and  ftrength  in  thofe  days,  was  the  Iaft  (hip 
*'  bought  by  the  Queen  ;  which,  in  the  year  1564,  was  caft  away  in  the  port  of  St.  John  de 
"  Ulva,  in  New  Spain,  under  Sir  John  Hawkins." 

The  fo^Howing  charter  was  the  firft  proper  one  granted  to  tne  Company  of  Merchant-adven- 
turers of  England,  fo  as  to  conftitute  them  a  body-politic,  or  corporation  at  home  or  in  Eng- 
land. It  is  dated  on  the  eighth  of  July,  in  the  fixth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth;  and  (he  here- 
by grants  them  their  firft  common-feal, — perpetual  fucceflion, — liberty  to  purchafe  lands,— 
and  to  exercifc  government  in  any  part  of  England.  **  But,"  adds  the  Queen,  **  if  any  free- 
**  man  of  this  company  fliall  marry  a  wife  born  beyond  fea,  in  a  foreign  country,  or  (hall  hold 
**  lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  in  Holland,  Zealand,  Brabant,  Flanders,  Germany, 
"  or  Other  places  near  adjoining,  he  (hall  be,  tpfo  fafid^  disfranchifed  of  and  from  the  faid  . 
"  feliow(hip  of  Merchant-adventurers,  and  be  utterly  excluded  from  the  privileges  tliereof." 
Wheeler,  as  already  obferved,  under  tlie  year  1560,  remarks,  that  this  charter  gave  them  firft 
the  name  of  Merchant-adventiirers  of  England,  that  is,  as  an  Engli(h  corporation  of  that 
name;  for  in  a  charter  or  grant  of  privileges  from  King  Henry  VII.  in  the  year  1505,  we 
have  feen  them  called  by  that  name,  though  not  then,  nor  till  now,  a  proper  corporation  in 
England.' 

Vol.  11.  Q^  In 
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1564  In  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fixth  year  of  Queen  Anne,  cap.  9.  and  in  the  year  1707,  for 
the  Exportation  of  white  Woollen  Cloths,  it  is  therein  faid,  '*  That  in  the  fixth  year  of  Qneeii 
Elizabeth,"  being  the  year  of  our  Lord  1564,  **  a  patent  was  granted  to  the  Hamburg  Com- 
•'  pany  for  ever,  with  liberty  to  export  thirty  thoufand  cloths,  though  not  wrought  or  dref- 
*'  fed;  whereof  twenty-five  thoufand  to  be  above  the  value  of  three  pounds,  and  under  the 
*'  value  of  fix  pounds  per  cloth;  and  the  other  five  thoufand  to  be  above  the  value  of  four 
**  pounds  per  cloth." 

1565  The  French  Admiral  Coligny,  again  excites  Charles  IX.  of  France  to  renew  two  former 
attempts  to  fettle  a  colony  in  Florida;  for  which  end  Laudonier  was  fent  thither  in  three Ihips, 
with  people  and  neceflaries  ;  and  he  there  erefted  a  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  May,  which 
fort  he  named  Caroline,  from  the  name  of  his  King.  The  next  year  Ribault  was  fent  thither; 
but  fix  large  Spanifh  fhips  coming  on  that  coaft,  purpofely  fitted  out  from  Spain  fordeftroying 
this  infant  French  fettlement,  the  French  fliips  got  to  fca,  and  efcaping  the  Spaniards,  returned 
to  their  fettlement,  and  prepared  to  attack  the  Spanifh  (hips;  but  a  fuddenftorm  either  deftroy- 
ingordifperfing  all  the  French  fhips,  encouraged  the  Spaniards  to  attack,  and  finally  to  deftroy 
the  fort,  where  Laudonier  was  left  with  a  few  men,  whom  the  Spaniards  moftly  flew;  al- 
though Laudonier  found  means,  whh  a  few  more,  to  efcape  to  France  by  the  way  of  Eng- 
land. 

It  appears,  that  the  maritime  ftrength  of  the  Turks  was,  at  this  time,  very  confiderable  ; 
for  although  they  failed  in  their  attempt  againft  Malta,  which  they  befieged  in  the  year  1565, 
being  forced  in  that  fame  year  to  raife  the  fiege  of  it,  tliey  lud,  in  that  expedition,  one  hundred 
and  fixty  gallics,  twenty  great  fliips,  fuch  as  we  commonly  call  men  of  war,  and  a  great  num- 
ber of  fmaller  veflels. — Meterani  Hiftoria  Belgica,  lib.  i. 

The  firft  new  projeft  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  which  we  meet  with  in  the  Foedera^ 
is  in  vol.  XV.  p.  650  :  it  is  her  exclufive  charter  or  grant  to  Armigill  Wade,  Efq.  and  William 
Herle,  Gent,  for  the  fole  making  of  brimftone  for  thirty  years,  within  the  Queen's  domini- 
ons ;  and  alfo  for  the  fole  making  or  extrafting  from  certain  herbs,  roots,  and  feeds,  an  oil 
proper  to  be  ufed  for  wool,  and  for  the  making  and  drefling  of  woollen  cloth  ;  they  having, 
with  great  labour  and  application,  and  not  a  little  cxpence,  found  out  thefc  ufeful  fecrets. — 
Thefe  are  the  firft  new  and  exclufive  projefts  hitherto  to  be  found  in  the  Foedera  ;  yet  if  none 
had  been  in  the  pfraftice  of  either  of  them  before  in  England,  we  cannot  fo  properly  term  them 
monopolies,  the  proper  definition  of  which  is,  an  exclufion  of  all  others  from  what  they  had 
been  in  the  pofleflion  and  praftice  of  till  that  exclufion  took  place. 

Sir  John  Hawkins,  in  his  voyage  to  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  forces  a  traffic  with  the  people 
of  thofe  parts,  and  did  much  mifchief  to  the  Spaniards. 

In  the  fame  year.  Queen  Elizabeth,  (after  reciting,  that  flie  had  heretofore  granted  licences 
to  certain  Dutch  or  Germans  to  dig  for  alum  and  copperas,  as  well  as  for  gold,  filver,  copper, 
and  quickfilver,  in  fcveral  counties,  grants  two  exclufive  patents  to  Humphreys  and  Shute, 
who  had  brought  into  England  upwards  of  twenty  foreign  workmen,  to  dig  and  fearch  for 
thofe  metals,  and  alfo  for  tin  and  lead,  and  to  refine  the  fame  in  England,  and  within  the 
Englifli  pale  in  Ireland.  This  is  known  to  this  day  by  the  name  of  the  Charter  for  the  Mines^ 
Royal,  incorporated  in  1568.  She  alfo,  the  fame  year,  grants  them  the  fole  ufe  of  thecalamy 
ftone,  or  lapis  ca/aminaris,  for  the  compofition  of  a  mixed  metal  called  latten,  and  all  forts  of 
battery  works,  caft-work,  and  wire. 

And 
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1565  And  in  the  tenth  of  Qiicen  Ehzabcth,  1568,  that  Queen  incorporated  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon, 
lord-keeper  of  the  great-fear,  Thomas  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  others,  jointly  with  the  faid 
Humphreys  and  Shute,  by  the  name  and  defignatlon  of  the  Governors,  AfTiftants,  and 
Society  of  the  Mineral  and  Battery  Works  : — Which  charter  of  incorporation  was  made  an  un- 
due ufe  of,  in  a  copper  bubble  of  the  famous  year  1720. 

Before  this  undertaking,  it  feems,  that  all  Englifh  iron  wire  was  made  and  drawn  by  hu- 
man ftrength  alone,  in  the  foreft  of  Dean,  and  elfewheie,  until  thofe  foreigners  introduced 
the  manner  of  drawing  by  a  mill:  wherefore,  till  then,  they  neither  could  make  any  great 
quantity  of  fuch  wire,  nor  fo  good  in  quality.  The  greateft  part,  therefore,  of  the  iron  wire 
ufcd  in  England,  and  alfo  of  ready-made  wool-cards,  and  fuch  other  things,  were,  till  now, 
imported  from  foreign  parts. 

1566  We  have  fcen  that  King  Henry  VIII.  ereftcd  a  marine  corporation,  which  has  been  of  fin- 
gular  utility  to  the  navigation  of  England,  both  with  refpeft  to  the  royal  navy,  and  to  the 
Ihips  and  failors  in  the  merchant  fcrvice,  entitled,  The  Matter,  Wardens,  and  Afliftants  of 
the  Trinity  Houfe  at  Deptford-flrond.  And  by  a  ftatute  of  the  eighth  year  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth, cap.  13.  *'  They  were  impowered,  at  their  own  cofts,  from  time  to  time,  to  ereft 

,  *'  fuch  and  fo  many  beacons,  marks,  and  figns  for  the  fea,  in  fuch  places  of  the  fea-fhores 
"  and  uplands  near  the  fea-coafts,  for  fea-marks,  as  to  them  fhould  feem  requifite,  and  to  be 
**  continued  and  renewed  at  their  own  cofts." 

By  an  acquittance  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  Cofmo  de  Medicis,  Duke  of  Florence,  in  the 
fifteenth  volume,  p.  654,  of  the  Fcedera,  for  fixty  thoufand  gold  ducats  or  florins,  formerly 
engaged  to  be  due  to  King  Henry  VIII.  (the  original  ground  of  which  debt  docs  not  herein 
appear,  though  poflibly  it  might  be  on  account  of  that  King's  tranfaftions  in  Italy  againft  the 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.)  we  find  this  fum  of  money  was  then  equal  to  fifteen  thoufand 
pounds  fterling;  fo  that  a  ducat  or  florin  was  equal  to  five  fhillings  fterling. 

The  Englifli  Ruflia  Company  having,  in  the  preceding  year,  fentfeveral  of  their  faftors  with 
Englilh  cloth,  &c.  from  Ruflia  into  Perfia,  they  found  that  the  Venetians  from  Aleppo,  ufu- 
ally  bartered  their  woollen  cloths  and  kerfies  for  raw  filk,  fpices,  drugs,  &c.  and  that  much 
"  Venetian  cloth  was  worn  in  Perfia.  They  alfo  obtained  for  our  company,  of  the  Sophy, 
in  this  year,  1566,  an  immunity  from  any  toll  or  cuftom  on  their  merchandize,  and  full  pro- 
tection for  their  perfons  and  goods. 

This  faid  Ruflia  Company,  which  had  been  incorporated  in  the  firft  and  fecond  of  Phi- 
lip and  Mary,  in  the  year  1554,  as  has  been  related  at  large,  had  now  the  noble  fanftion  of  an 
aft  of  Parliament,  which,  though  not  in  the  modern  printed  ftatute-books,  we  find  at  large 
in  the  firft  volume,  p.  369,  of  Hakluyt's  Voyages,  firft  edition,  1598,  in  the  eighth  year  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  reign. 

The  grounds  for  granting  this  aft  of  Parliagient  were,  in  fubftance, 

**  I.  That  fundry  fubjefts  of  the  realm,  perceiving  that  divers  Ruflian  wares  and  merchan- 
"  dize  are  now  imported  by  the  faid  fellowfliip,  after  all  their  great  charge  and  travel,  fome  of 
"  which  be  within  this  realm  of  good  eftimation,  minding,  for^their  peculiar  gain,  utterly  to 
"  decay  the  trade  of  the  faid  fellowfliip,"  (here  the  margin  fays.  This  is  meant  by  Alderman 
Bond  the  elder)  "  have,  contrary  to  the  faid  letters-patent,  in  great  diforder,  traded  into  the 
**  dominions  of  Ruflia,  &c.  to  the  great  detriment  of  this  commonwealth  ,"  being  fuch  irre- 
gular or  feparate  traders  as  had  afterwards  the  Dutch  name  of  interlopers  given  them. 

CL2  '*  II.  And, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


124  AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 

A.  D. 

1566       "  II.  And,  fof  that  the  name  by  which  the  faid  fcllowfhip  is  incorporated  by  the  Icttcrs- 

**  patent  of  Queen  Mary  is  long,  and  confifteth  of  very  many  words  : 

"  Therefore  be  it  enafted, — That  the  faid  fellowfhip,  company,  fociety,  and  corporation 

**  fhall  henceforth  be  incorporated,  named,  and  called  only  by  the  name  of  the  Fellowfliip  of 

**  Englifti  Merchants  for  Difcovery  of  new  Trades ;  by  that  name  alone  to  continue  a  cor- 

**  poration  for  ever,  with  all  the  powers  and  privileges  of  their  faid  charter,  or  of  any  otlicr 

•*  corporation;    particularly,  they  may  purchafe  lands  not  exceeding  one  hundred   marks 

**  yearly,  &c. — And  that  no  part  of  the  continent,  ifles,  ports,  or  arms  of  the  fea  of  any 

*•  Emperor,  King,  Prince,  Ruler,  or  Governor,  before^ the  faid  firft  enterprize,  not  known 

**  or  frequented  by  the  fubjefts  of  this  realm,  and  lying  from  the  city  of  London  northwards, 

**  north-weflwards,  or  norlh-eaflwards,  nor  any  parts  now  fubjeft  to  the  Czar,  John  Bafi- 

•**  lowitz,  or  to  his  fucceflbrs,  fovereigns  of  Ruflia,  nor  the  countries  of  Armenia,  Media, 

**  Hyrcania,  Perfia,  or  the  Cafpian  Sea,  nor  any  part  of  them,  fhall  be  failed  or  trafficked 

'*  into,  nor  frequented  by.  any  fubjeft  of  England,  either  by  themfelves  or  their  faftors,  &c. 

**  direftly  nor  indireftly,  other  than  by  the  order,  agreement,  confent,  or  ratification  of  the 

**  governor,  confuls,  and  afliftants  of  the  faid  fellowfliip,  or  the  more  part  of  them  and  their 

**  fucceflbrs, — upon  pain,  for  every  offence,  to  forfeit  all  fuch  fliips,  with  their  appurtenances, 

**  goods,  and  merchandizes, — one  moiety  to  the  Queen,  the  other  to  the  company. 

**  I.  Provided,  however,  that  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  any  fubjeft  of  this  realm  to  fail  to  the 
"  port,  town,  territory,  or  caftle  of  Wardhoufe,  or  to  any  of  the  coafts  of  Norway,  for  trade 
"  of  fifliing,  or  any  other  trade  there  ufed  by  Englifh  fubjefts. 

*'  II.  Provided,  that,  for  the  better  maintenance  of  the  navy  and  mariners  of  this  realm,  it 
**  fliall  not  be  lawful  to  the  faid  company  to  tranfport  any  commodity  of  this  realm  to  their 
*'  new  trade  but  only  in  Englifli  fhips,  and  with  a  majority  of  Englilh  mariners  ;  and  the  like 
**  in  bringing  into  this  realm,  and  into  Flanders,  any  merchandize  from  their  new  trade ;  on 
**  pain,  for  every  offence,  of  forfeiting  two  hundred  pounds,  one  moiety  to  be  the  Queen's, 
*'  the  other  moiety  Ihall  go  to  any  Englifh  port  town,  having  a  decayed  harbour,  that  will 
*'  fue  for  it. 

*'  III.  Provided,  that  no  woollen  cloths  nor  kerfies,  unlefs  they  be  all  drefTed,  and  for  the 
**  moft  part  dyed  within  this  realm,  fhall  be  exported  to  Ruflia,  &c.  by  the  faid  company, 
*'  under  forfeiture  of  five  pounds  for  every  fuch  cloth;  moiety  to  the  Queen,  moiety  to  the 
**  clothworkers  company  of  London. 

•*  IV.  Provided,  that  if,  in  time  of  peace,  the  faid  fociety,  fhall  difcontinue  wholly,  for  the 
**  fpace  of  three  years,  the  difcharging  their  merchandize  at  the  road  of  St.  Nicholas  Bay  in 
**  Ruflia,  or  at  fome  other  port  lying  on  that  north  coaft  of  Ruffia,  &c.  then,  during  the 
*'  time  of  any  fuch  difcontinuance,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  all  the  fubjefts  of  this  realm  to  trade 
«*  to  Narva,  only  in  EngHfh  bottoms.        • 

**  V.  Proyided  alfo,  that  every  of  the  Queen's  fubjefts  inhabiting  the  city  of  York,  and 
**  the  towns  of  Newcafllc  upon  Tyne,  Hull,  and  Boflon,  who  have,  for  the  fpace  often  years, 
*'  continually  traded  the  courfc  of  merchandize,  and  who,  before  the  twenty-fifth  of  Decern- 
*'  ber,  1567,  fhall  contribute,  join,  and  put  in  flock  to,  with,  and  amongfl  the  faid  com- 
pany, fuch  fum  and  fums  of  money  as  any  of  the  faid  company,  which  hath  thoroughly  con- 
«*  tinued  and  contributed  to  the  faid  new  trade  from  the  year  1552,  hath  done,  and  before 
"  the  faid  twenty-fifth  of  December,  1567,  fhall  do,  for  the  furniture  of  one  ordinary, 
•*  full,  and  entire  portion  or  fhare,  and  do  in  all  things  behave  himfelf  as  others  of  the  fociety 
t  ««  are 
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1566  "  are  bound  to  do,  fhall,  from  the  faid  twenty-fifth  of  December,  1567,  be  accounted  free, 

**  as  one  of  the  faid  fociety  and  company  in  all  refpcfts." 

This  laft  claufe,  in  favour  of  thofe  northern  ports,  was  occafioned  by  their  having  been 
early  contributors  to  the  firft  attempt  for  a  north  eaft  paffage. 

We  need  only  further  to  remark  on  this  ftatute,  that  it  was  the  firft  which  eftablilhed  an 
cxclufive  mercantile  corporation. 

By  a  ftatute  of  this  fame  eighth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  vii.  for  regulating  the  draper's 
company  in  the  town  of  Shrcwfl^ury,  we  learn,  that  the  buying  and  felling  of  Welfti  woollen 
cloth  and  lining,  commonly  called  Welfh  cottons,  frifes,  and  plains,  was,  and  for  a  long 
time  had  been  confiderable  in  that  town ;  their  draper's  company  alone  employing  above  fix 
hundred  perfons,  as  ftiearmen  or  frifers. 

Till  the  eighth  year  of  that  Queen,  there  was  but  one  ftierifF  for  Surrey  and  Suflex, — for 
Effex  and  Hertfordfliirc,— i-for  Somcrfet  and  Dorfet,— for  Warwick  and  Leicefterfhire, — for 
Nottingham  and  Dcrbyfhire,  and  for  Oxford  and  Berkftiire ;  *'  occafioned,"  fays  an  aft  of 
this  year,  cap.  xvi.  "  in  the  beginning,"  as  it  Ihould  fcem,  *'  for  that  every  of  the  faid  coun- 
**  ties  were  not  then  fo  well  inhabited  with  gentlemen  of  good  ability  to  ferve  in  the  faid  office, 
**  as  (thanks  to  God  !)  they  be  at  prefent.  And  forafmuch  as  the  fcrviccs  and  charges  of  the 
"  office  of  the  (herifwick  of  the  faid  counties  is  more  than  in  times  paft  it  hath  been,  and  is 
"  now  commonly  greater  than  one  flierifF  is  able  to  ferve  and  fupply:  wherefore.  Sec.  each  of 
"  thofe  counties  are  hereafter  to  have  a  diftinft  IherifF."  Thus  our  increafc  of  commerce  and 
people  rendered  this  alteration  in  the  faid  counties  abfolutcly  requifite. 

The  Turks  having  failed  in  their  fiege  of  Malta,  in  the  year  1565,  after  lofing  fifteen  thou- 
fand  foldiers,  and  eight  thoufand  failors  before  it,  they,  in  the  year  1566,  fcized  on  the  ifle  of 
Chios,  in  the  Archipelago,  which  had  been  long  poflefled  by  the  Juftiniani,  a  Gcnoefe 
family. 

The  court  of  Spain  and  the  Netherlands,  confidcring  that  their  true  intereft  was  to  preferve 
mutual  commerce  between  England  and  the  Netherlands,  now  re-admitted  the  Engliih  fociety 
of  the  merchant-adventurers,  who  accordingly  removed  from  Embden  to  Antwerp,  whofe 
magiftrates  and  people  received  the  Engliih  again  with  much  rejoicing. 
1567      The  commotions  were  now  beginning  in  the  Netherlands,  when  the  petition  of  four  hun- 
dred  perfons  was  prefented  to  the  governefs  ;  and  the  court  df  Spain  rafhly  determining  to  pro- 
ceed to  extremities  with  a  people  who  highly  prized  their  liberty,  great  and  terrible  were  the 
confcquenccs  thereof:  **  for,"  as  Sir  William  Temple  obferves,  "  upon  the  firft  report  of 
*•  the  Duke  D'Alva's  coming  into  the  Netherlands,  in   1567,  with  fo  great  a  force  as  ten 
*'  thoufand  veteran  foldiers,  the  trading  people  of  the  towns  and  country  began,  in  vaft  num- 
**  bers,  to  retire  out  of  the  provinces,  fo  as  the  Duchefs  of  Parma,  the  governefs,  wrote  to 
**  Philip  II.  that,  in  a  few  days,  above  one  hundred  thoufand  men  had  left  the  country,  and 
**  had  withdrawn  both  their  m-oney  and  goods,  and  that  more  were  following  every  day;  fo 
"  great  an  antipathy,"  fays  our  faid  famous  author,  "  there  ever  appears  between  merchants 
**  and  foldiers.     The  governefs,  forefeeing  the  ills  that  were  coming,  defired  leave  to  refign, 
"  and  was  fucceeded  by  the  Duke  D'Alva,  whofe  fevere  and  cruel  proceedings,  on  account 
•*  of  the  late  infurreftions,  and  in  fupport  of  the  newly  introduced  inquifition,  gave  thofe 
**  motions  a  beginning  which  coft  Europe  fo  much  blood,  and  Spain  a  great  part  of  tlie  Low 
"  Country  provinces." 

For 
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1567  For,  after  the  fcizure,  this  year,  of  the  Counts  Egmont  and  Home,  fuch  numbers  of  Nc- 
therlanders  were  perfecutcd  by  D'Alva,  that  Germany,  the  Eaft  Country,  Cleves,  Embdcn, 
France,  and  England,  were  filled  with  thofe  induftrious  people,  although  the  prifons  in  the 
Netherlands  were  likewifc  crowded  with  fuch  as  the  cruel  governor  could  detain  ;  many  of 
thefe,  however,  efcaped  out  of  prifon.  *'  Hence,"  fays  Meterani  Hiftoria  Belgica,  lib.  iii. 
**  after  D'  Alva  had  hanged,  beheaded,  and  burned  fuch  numbers,  yet  fo  many  more  had  fled  to  find 
**  ihelter  and  bread  for  their  families  in  foreign  parts,  carrying  thither  arts  and  manufaftures, 
**  before  only  known  in  the  Netherlands,  that,  in  England,  the  decayed  cities  and  towns  of 
*'  Canterbury,  Norwich,  Sandwich,  Colchefter,  Maidftone,  Southampton,  and  many  other 
*'  towns,. were  filled  with  manufafturcrs  of  woollen,  linen,  filk,  &c."  fuch  as  many  wealthy 
weavers,  dyers,  cloth  dreilers,  linen  makers,  filk  throwfters,  &c.  whofc  pofterity  have,  at  this 
day,  a  confiderable  fliare  of  the  landed  intereft  in  Kent,  Eflex,  &c.  and  enjoy  the  honours 
hereditary,  as  baronets,  &c.  **  Juft  fo,'*  fays  this  author,  "  above  two  hundred  years  before,'* 
z.  e.  a  little  before  and  about  the  year  1360,  *'  the  Belgians  and  Flemings,  by  frequent 
*'  inundations  driven  from  home,  firft  taught  the  Englifli  the  art  of  making  woollen  cloth, 
**  of  which  they  were  before  ignorant ;  being,  till  then,  only  fkilled  in  hulbandry,  keeping 
**  of  fheep,  and  war;  for  the  Belgians  and  Flemings  then  fupplied  the  whole  world,"  he 
means,  or  Ihould  have  meant,  on  this  fide  the  Mediterranean  fea,  "  with  cloth. — It  was  now," 
-continues  Meteranus,  "  that  the  fugitive  Netherlanders  taught  the  Englifh  the  making  of 
**  bayes,  fayes,  and  other  flight  fluffs,  as  alfo  linen,  and  made  their  country  very  populous. 
^*  So  likewife,"  continues  he,  **  the  Hollanders,  Zealanders,  Brabanters,  &c.  taught  not 
"  only  England  but  Germany^,  and  other  countries,  the  art  of  fifliing,  and  many  other  ma- 
*'  nualarts,  whereby  thofe  countries  greatly  increafed  in  riches  and  people." 

Hereby,  fay  alfo  our  own  authors,  the  city  of  Norwich,  which,  by  Ket's  rebellion,  in  the 
year  1549,  had  been  rendered  almoft  defolate,  learned  the  making  of  thofe  fine  and  light  fluffs, 
which  have  ever  fince  gone  by  its  name,  and  have  rendered  that  city  not  only  opulent,  but 
famous  all  over  Europe.  At  and  about  Norwich  alfo,  the  Flemings  firfl  planted  many  choice 
flowers,  before  unknown  in  England  :  the  lateft  they  brought  were  gilly  flowers,  carnations, 
the  province  rofe,  &c.  The  bay  makers  fettled  chiefly  at  Colchefter  and  its  neighbourhood  in 
the  county  of  Effex,  which  has  ever  fince  been  famous  for  fo  ufeful  and  profitable  a  manufac- 
ture, fo  much  in  requeft  in  tlie  warmer  climates  of  Europe  and  America.  This  manufafturc 
of  bayes,  together  with  thofe  of  fayes,  and  other  flight  woollen  goods,  are  what  is  ufually 
called  the  new  drapery,  as  being  introduced  fo  much  later  into  England  than  the  old  drapery 
of  broad  cloth,  kerfies,  &c.  It  is  almoft  needlefs  to  remark,  that  thofe  wife  meafures  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  neccflarily  brought  great  acceffions  of  wealth,  people,  and  trade  to  her 
kingdom. 

Martin,  afterwards  Sir  Martin  Frobifher,  made  now  his  firft  voyage  for  finding  a  north- 
weft  paffage  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  Captain  Luke  Fox,  in  his  own  book,  in  quarto,  ftyled  the 
North-weft  Fox,  printed  in  the  year  1635,  fays,  *'  That  Mr.  Frobiflier  was  fifteen  years  in 
*'  noting  and  bringing  up  the  adventure  before  he  did  attempt  the  fame,  which  was  brought 
**  to  pafs  by  the  help  of  Ambrofe  Dudley,  Earl  of  Warwick.  He  fct  out  with  two  barks  of 
"  twenty-five  tons  each,  and  one  pinnace  of  ten  tons,  and  entered  the  ftrcight  going  into  the 
**  great  bay  (fince  named)  of  Hudfon,  which  he  named  Frobifher's  Streight;  he  alfo  gave  the 
-•'  following  names  to  places  there,  viz.  Queen  Elizabeth's  Foreland,  Cape  Labrador,  Carriers 
^*  Ifland,  Prior's  Sound,  and  fundry  other  ifles,  capes,  and  bays/'  by  which  names  the  fame 
3  places 
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1567  places  are  known  on  our  fea  charts  and  maps  to  this  day.  **  He  brought  home  one  of  the 
"  favages,  and  alfo  a  kind  of  bright  ftone,  which  being  tried  by  the  London  goldfmiths,  it 
•*  w^as  given  out  by  them,  that  it  held  gold  in  it  very  richly,  and  are  faid  to  have  promifed 
**  great  matters,  if  any  quantity  thereof  could  be  had  \*  which  flattering  hopes  produced  a 
fecond  voyage  ten  years  after,  although  no  north-well  paflage  was  found. 

Sir  Thomas  Grefham,  an  eminent  merchant  of  London,  who,  in  the  ftyle  of  thofe  times, 
was  called  the  Queen's  merchant;  becaufe  he  had  the  management  of  all  her  remittances,  and 
her  other  money  concerns  with  foreign  Hates,  and  with  her  own  armies  beyond  fea,  now 
erefted  a  building  in  London,  then  efteemed  a  fine  one,  for  the  daily  public  refort  of  mer- 
chants, for  tranfafting  their  concerns  with  each  other.  The  Queen  would  not  have  that  place 
called,  as  in  other  countries,  the  Bourfe,  but  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Royal  Exchange.  Its 
figure  is  to  be  feen  in  feveral  books,  confifting,  like  the  prefcnt  one,  of  a  fquare  piazza,  with 
a  building  over  it  much  like  that  at  Gr:(ham  College,  which  was  Sir  Thomas's  own  dwelling 
houfe.  Upon  its  being  finiflied,  the  Queen  went  in  perfon,  and  proclaimed  its  name  with 
the  heralds-at-arms,  trumpets  founding,  &c«  It  was  burned  down  in  the  great  conflagration, 
in  the  year  1666,  and  foon  rebuilt  in  its  prefent  much  greater  fplendor.  There  was,  before 
this  time,  a  place  in  Lombard-ftreet  for  the  meeting  of  merchants,  but  it  was  now  become 
too  fmall  for  that  purpofe,  fince  commerce  bad  fo  greatly  increafed. 

We  have  feen,  under  the  year  ,1564  to  1566,  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  French  in  their 
former  attempts  to  fettle  in  Florida;  the  Spaniards  having  dcftroyed  their  colony,  and  moft 
of  tlicir  men,  Laudonier,  their  leader,  narrowly  efcaping  with  a  few  of  his  people,  by  the  way 
of  England,  Yet,  to  be  revenged  on  the  Spaniards  for  their  cruelty,  one  more  attempt  was 
made  by  France  on  Florida,  in  this  year  1567,  by  Captain  Gourgues,  with  three  fhips.  Land* 
ing  in  Florida,  he  there  took  the  Spanilh  forts,  putting  all  the  Spaniards  therein  to  the  fword; 
but  not  having  (lores  fuflScient  for  his  remaining  tliere,  he  re-embarked,  promifingthe  Indians 
to  return  the  following  year,  and  arrived  in  France  in  the  year  1568.  It  was  thought  that  the 
prudent  meafure  taken  by  Laudonier  the  preceding  year,  by  means  of  his  alliances,  ice,  with 
the  natives,  promifed  good  fuccefs,  had  he  been  fecondcd  from  home.  It  was  conjcftured, 
that  the  Admiral  Coligny  intended  Florida  as  a  laft  refuge  for  thofe  of  his  own  perfuafion,  the 
Proteftants  of  France,  forefeeing  that  probably,  foouer  or  later,  they  would  be  overpowered 
by  the  Catholics  ;  yet  no  further  attempts  were  made  for  their  re-fettling  in  Florida. 

Wc  muft  here  obferve,  that  in  all  thofe  voyages  to,  and  difcoveries  of  Florida,  there  were 
many  plaufible  accounts  given  of  gold  and  filver  mines,  pearls,  and  precious  ftones,  which 
the  more  complete  difcoveries  of  later  times  have  found  to  be  entirely  fabulous.  And  this  re- 
mark may  be  applied  to  almoft  all  the  firfl  attempts  of  the  Englilh  for  fcttlements  in  both  the 
iflands  and  continent  of  America. 

1568  It  happened  in  this  year,  that  fome  fliips  of  Bifcay  were,  by  the  French,  chafed  into  the 
ports  of  Plymouth,  Falmouth,  and.  Southampton ;  whereupon.  Queen  Elizabeth  detained  a 
large  fum  of  money  found  in  thofe  fhips,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  ihoufand  piftoles, 
upon  a  prefumption  of  its  belonging  to  Spaniards  ;  yet  it  being  afterwards  found  to  be 
the  property  of  certain  Gcnoefe,  who  intended  to  form  a  bank  in  the  Netherlands,  fhe 
reflored  the  fame  to  them  :  neverthelefs,  the  Duke  D' Alva  took  this  occafion  to  feize  on  the 
cffcfts  of  the  Englilh  merchant-adventurers  at  Antwerp,  to  the  value  of  about  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  fterling,  as  our  Queen,  by  way  of  reprifals,  did  on  the  Netherlanders  and 
Spanifli  fhips  and  cflfefts  in  England,  to  the  value  of  about  two  hundred  thouland  pounds 

flerling ;  • 
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1568  flerling;  for,  in  thofc  times,  the  Nctlierlanders  and  Spaniards  had  more  fhips  and  efFc£ls  in 
England  than  the  Englifh  had  in  thofe  countries,  how  different  foever  the  cafe  may  be  in  thefc 
days.  This  obliged  our  merchant- ad  venturers  company  to  remove  from  Antwerp  to  Ham- 
burg, from  whence,  through  the  influence  of  the  Emperor,  they  were  obliged  to  remove  to 
Staden,  wliere  they  remained  till  the  year  1597,  though  much  difturbed  by  the  Hanfeatic- 
league,  (becaufe  Queen  Elizabeth  liad  put  the  merchants  of  the  Steelyard  on  an  equal  footing 
with  her  own  fubjefts,  in  refpeft  to  the  cuftom  on  cloth,  &c.  exported.)  When  the  Englifh 
merchant-adventurers  firft  came  to  fettle  at  Staden,  it  was  fo  tinmercantilc  a  town,  that  there 
were  then  no  other  merchants  found  there ;  but,  during  the  time  that  compaqy  remained  there, 
Staden  wonderfully  increafed  in  wealth  and  buildings. 

On  the  fubjeft  of.  the  above  feizure  of  money,  Meteranus  obferves-,  that  the  Genoefe  mer- 
chants in  England  rcquefted  Queen  Elizabeth  to  detain  the  fame*  becaufe  the  King  of  Spain 
had,  without  leave,  taken  that  money  to  his  own  ufc,  and  was  fending  it  thus  by  fea  to  the  • 
Duke  D'Alva  for  his  own  occafions  in  Flanders.  And,  according  to  Metcranus,  a  treaty  was 
let  on  foot  at  Briftol^  (Briftome  in  Anglia)^  in  the  year  1574,  for  difcuffing  tliofe  difficulties, 
which  were  adjufted,  and  commerce  on  both  fides  renewed,  on  the  Ancient  footing,  at  Bruges, 
in  1576. 

King  Charles  IX.  of  France,  continued  to  diftrcfs  and  pcrfeCute  his  Proteftant  fubjefts, 
notwithftanding  the  manifeft  prejudice  of  fuch  conduft  to  the  true  intereft  of  himfelf  and  his 
kingdom,  by  driving  great  numbers  of  Ijis  ttioft  induflrious  fubjefts  into  foreign  countries  ; 
concerning  which  hardfhip  6f  his  people*  of  her  own  perfuafion.  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  her 
ambaflador  Norris,  frequently  and  earneftly  femonftrated ;  and  particularly  in  this  year,  Cam- 
den, in  her  hiftory,  acquaints  us,  "  That  (he  exhorted  hiiti  not  to  inccnfe  his  good  people, 
"  (the  Proteftants)  by  trying  arbitrary  and  dangerous  experiments ;  but  rather  to  beware  of 
**  thofe  bad  minifters,  who,  by  driving  out  his  beft  fubjefts,  did  but  weaken  the  power  of 
**  France  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  leave  it  an  eafy  prey  to  fuch  as  dcfired  to  difturb  it/*  But 
not  being  liftened  to,  fhe  thereupon  found  herfelf  obliged  to  aflift  thofc  diftrelTed  people,  by 
generoufly  fending  theih  one  hundred  thoufdn<l  angels,  (fays  Camden)  with  warlike  ammuni- 
tion, as  they  now  religioufly  protefted,  that  they  took  up  arms  againft  their  King  merely  or 
folely  for  their  own  defence.  Queen  Eliiabeth  therefore  received  a^d  entertained  courteoufly 
all  fuch  French  Proteftants  as  fled  into  England  from  perfecution  at  home,  by  which  wife  pro- 
ceeding fhe  contributed  to  the  increafe  of  the  riches  and  populoufnefs  of  her  own  kingdom. 

The  Englilh  Rufllia  company's  frefh  adventure  through  Ruflia  into  Perfia  began  in  this  year, 
and  lafted  to  1573,  according  to  Hakluyt^  and  would  have  proved  exceeding  profitable,  had 
they  not>  on  their  return  in  crofling  the  Cafpian  Sea,  laden  with  Perfian  raw  filk,  wrought 
filks  of  many  kinds,  galls,  carpets,  Indian  fpices,  turquois  (tones,  &c.)  been  robbed  by  Cof- 
fack  pirates,  to  the  value  of  about  forty  thoufand  pounds  ftcrling ;  fomc  fmall  part  of  which> 
howevei:,  they  recovered  by  veflels  fent  out  from  Aftracan. 

In  the  fame  year.  Queen  Elizabeth  fent  Sir  Thonaas  Randolph  her  ambaifedor  to  Ruflia- 
He  landed  at  St.  Nicholas,  in  the  White  Sea,  which  he  dtfcribes  to  be  only  an  abbey,  with 
three  or  four  houfes  befide,  and  a  houfe  built  by  die  Engliih  company.  Seventy ^-five  miles  up 
the  river  Dwina  ftood  the  town  of  Colmogro,  and  feven  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from  the  fea 
flood  Vologda^  a  town  of  great  trade  ;  from  thence  he  travelled  over  land  five  hundred  Eng- 
lifh miles  to  Mofcow,  through  a  country  well  inhabited. — That  after  much  waiting  and  cere- 
mony. 
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1568  mony,  he  obtained  of  the  Czar  his  whole  demands  in  favour  of  the  company  in  the  year  fol- 
lowing, as  will  be  feen  under  that  year. 

The  tyranny  and  cruelty  of  the  Spaniards  towards  the  Moors,  who  ftill  remahied  in  great 
numbers  in  the  countries  of  Granada  and  Murcia,  occafioned,  in  the  year  1568,  a  terrible  in- 
furreftion  of  thofe  people,  which  lafted  almoft  two  years.  For  although  King  Ferdinand  and 
Queen  Ifabella  had  (as  has  been  related  under  the  year  1492)  conquered  Granada,  the  laft 
Moorifh  kingdom  in  Spain,  and  had  then  driven  vaft  numbers  of  Moors  out  of  Spain,  yet 
there  ftill  remained  a  great  number  in  Granada  and  Murcia,  who,  to  keep  their  eftates  there, 
outwardly  made  profeffion  of  Cbriftianity,  though  really,  in  their  hearts,  were  ftill  Mahome- 
tans, notwithftanding  their  complying  to  go  to  mafs,  &c.  The  bigoted  Romifh  clergy  had, 
before  this  time,  frequently  promoted  perfecutions  on  that  fcore  againft  thofe  roifcrable  people, 
and  particularly  againft  thofe  of  the  Albaizin,  a  quarter  in  the  city  of  Granada,  where  great 
numbers  of  very  rich  Moorifli  merchants  inhabited,  as  did  alfo  fome  of  their  nobility,  and  of 
the  blood  of  their  ancient  Moorifli  kings,  reckoned  to  amount  to  ten  thoufand  men  fit  for  war. 
In  other  towns  alfo  of  the  late  kingdom  of  Granada,  particularly  on  the  mountainous  parts, 
there  were  above  one  hundred  thoufand  families  of  Moors,  moft  of  whom  were  (hepherds  and 
farmers.  AH  thcfc  were  the  defcendants  of  thofe  Moors,  to  whom  King  Ferdinand  and  Queen 
Ifabella  had,  at  their  conqueft  of  Granada,  promifed  tliat  they  and  their  pofterity  ftiould  re- 
main there  with  all  fafety  and  liberty,  without  being  compelled  to  change  their  religion,  fo 
long  as  they  obferved  the  laws,  and  paid  the  fame  taxes  as  other  fubjcfts.  But  that  had  been 
long  before  broken  through,  after  a  ftout  refiftance  by  the  Moors  of  Alpuxarra,  who,  in  the 
end,  were  forced  to  fubmit  to  an  agreement,  **  that  all  the  Moors  who  would  not  turn  Chrif- 
*'  tians,  fliould  depart  out  of  Spain ;"  thefe  removing  to  the  oppofite  Ihores  of  Barbary,  their 
pofterity  had  to  this  day  retained  an  implacable  hatred  againft  the  perfecutors  of  their  ancef- 
tors.  Such  as  remained  in  Spain,  and  conformed  outwardly  to  the  eftabliflied  religion  of  that 
country,  were  termed  by  the  Spaniards,  New  Chriftians  ;  and  they  had  been  often  grievoufly 
harrafled  by  the  clergy  and  the  inquifition,  and  now  at  length  were  conapelled  to  fend  all  their 
children  to  fchools,  wherein  they  were  to  be  taught  the  Caftilian  tongue  only. — They  were, 
moreover,  forbid  to  keep  any  Arabic  books  in  their  houfes,  the  doors  whereof  were  to  be 

kept  open  on  Fridays,  Saturdays,  and  Sundays,  that  any  might  enter  and  fee  what  they  did. 

They  were  now  alfo  to  leave  their  Moorifli  drefs,  and  to  wear  a  Spanifli  one. — To  leave  ofF 
the  ufe  of  baths. — To  aflift  at  mafs  on  all  Sundays,  feftivals,  &c. — All  which  was  to  be  done 
under  fcvere  penalties  ;  wherefore  they  lived  in  continual  vexation. — It  can  therefore  be  little 
wondered  at,  that  the  Moors,  whofe  religion,  language,  garb,  and  manners  were  now  no  lon- 
ger to  be  tolerated,  fliould  rebel,  as  thinking  themfelves,  what  they  in  truth  were^  in  a  worfe 
condition  than  flaves.  In  their  firft  fury  they  murdered  all  the  Spaniards  they  could  fipd  in  the 
country  of  Alpuxarra,  efpecially  the  clergy,  robbing  and  burning  of  churches,  &c.  They 
clefted  a  King,'  andat  firft  had  many  followers  all  along  the  coaft,  even  as  far  as  Gibraltar.  On 
the  mountains,  near  the  fea  fliore,  they  fortified  themfelves,  in  hope  of  fuccours  from  their 
brethren  of  Barbary,  and  from  Conftantinople,  and  kept  up  an  army  of  many  thoufands  : 
whereupon,  Don  John  of  Auftria,  was  brought  out  of  Italy  for  the  fuppreflion  of  fo  dangerous 
an  infurredlion.  But  thofe  Moors  were  neither  well  armed  nor  difciplined ;  though  bad  as  their 
condition  was,  they  were  able  to  feize  and  to  maintain  feveral  towns,  caftlcs,  and  forts,  and  to 
do  incredible  mifchief  wherever  they  came.  They  were,  however,  at  length  difarmcd,  when  King 
Philip  II.  promifed  that  they  fliould  i>9t  be  molefted,  provided  they  would  behave  peaceably. 
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1568  and  that  they  (hould  remove  from  their  inacceffible  caftlcs  and  precipices  in  the  mountains  of 
Andalufiaand  Murcia,  and  fettle  in  level  countries  ;  for  the  fame  reafon  that  the  Emperor 
Trajan  had  removed  the  ancient  Spaniards,  viz.  becaufe  they  were  accuftomed  frequently  to 
rebel,  relying  on  a  fimilar  fituation. 

To  conclude; — this  inteftine  war  is  faid  to  have  coft  King  Philip  five  millions  of  crowns, 
and  the  lives  of  thirty  thoufand  Spaniards  ;  on  the  fide  of  the  Moors  fo  great  a  multitude  of 
all  ages  and  of  both  fexes  was  deftroyed  as  is  almoft  incredible !  How  much  wifer  and  happier 
had  it  been  for  Spain  to  have  gradually  gained  over  thofe  poor  people  by  gentlenefs  and  kind- 
nefs  to  their  religion  and  intercfts,  than  by  blood  and  violence  :  which  not  only  tended  to  in- 
creafc  their  obftinacy  and  abhorrence  of  their  oppreflbrs,  but  to  impoverifti  and  depopuhte 
the  country.  This  was  the  opinion  of  the  famous  Prefident  De  Thou,  (Thuani,  lib.  xlviii.) 
though  he  lived  in  a  country  that  very  much  purfucd  the  like  pernicious  methods  with  refpcft 
to  the  French  proteftants,  the  beft  and  moft  induftrious  part  of  the  people  of  France.  (Vide 
alfo  De  Mayernc's  general  Hiftory  of  Spain,  lib.  xxix.) 

1569  Every  thing,  in  this  century,  gradually  tended  to  improvement  in  a  mercantile  fenfc.  The 
author  has  in  his  poflcflion  the  firft  work  ever  publifhed  in  England  on  the  art  of  Italian  mer- 
chants-accounts, or  Book-keeping  by  Double-entry  ;  it  is  a  folio,  printed  at  London,  in  the 
year  1569,  in  a  black  letter,  the  author  James  Peelc.  The  ftyle  is  obfolete.;  (for  inftance, 
on  the  left-hand  page  of  the  ledger,  making  inftead  of  A  Dr.  it  is  -^oweth,  and  on  the  right- 
hand  page  or  credit  fide,  A\%  due  to  have)  yet  he  has  fufficiently  teftified,  that  he  underftood 
the  true  grounds  and  principles  of  doubly-cntry  accounts  full  as  well  as  fomc  who  have  writ- 
ten much  later.  In  his  preface,  he  fays,  **  That  many  merchants  themfelves  were  fond 
**  of  learning  of  him,  and  of  getting  their  apprentices  to  be  taught  by  him  ;  and  that  although 
•*  the  art  be  in  a  manner  new  in  England,  yet  it  had  been  long  ufed  by  merchants  in  foreign 
««  parts."  • 

In  all  probability,  this  art  of  double-entry  accounts  had  its  rife,  or  at  Ieaft_  its  revival, 
amongft  the  mercantile  cities  of  Italy  ;  poffibly,  it  might  be  firft  known  at  Venice,  about  the 
time  that  numeral  algebra  was  taught  there,  from  the  principles  of  which  fcience  double-entry, 
or  what  we  call  merchants  accounts  feems  to  have  been  deduced,  viz.  about  the  middle  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  though  it  did  not  reach  England  until  commerce  (about  this  time)  began  to 
be  confiderable.  It  is  faid,  that  Lucas  dc  Burgo,  a  friar,  was  the  firft  European  author,  who 
publifhed  his  algebraic  work  at  Venice,  in  the  year  1494. 

The  very  judicious  and  ingenious  Simon  Stevin,  of  Bruges,  publifhed  a  fmall  folio  in 
French  at  Leydcn,  in  the  year  1602,  intitled,  *  Livre  de  Compte  de  Prince  a  la  Manicre  d'lu- 
*  lie  :  En  Domaine  ct  Finance  extraordinaire. — Contenant  ce  en  quoi  s*eft  exerce  le  tres-illuftre, 
«  tres-excellent  Prince  and  Seigneur,  Maurice,  Prince  d'  Orange,  &c."  If  Prince  Maurice 
pra£lifed  this  art,  with  refpeft  to  all  his  principalities,  domains,  and  finances,  it  is  uot  im- 
probable that  he  was  the  firft  fovereign  Prince  that  6ver  did,  and  poflibly  the  laft  that  ever  will 
defcend  to  fo  frugal,  or  merchant-like,  a  piece  of  oeconomy. 

This  Simon  Stevin,  faid  by  fome  to  have  been  the  inventor  of  Decimal  Arithmetic,  (and  to 
whom  particularly  Mr.  Wotton,  in  his  fine  Reflexions  upon  Ancient  and  Modern  Learning, 
cap.  XXX.  exprefsly  afcribes  that  very  ufeful  invention)  had,  it  feems,  amongft  other  parts  of 
mixed  mathematics,  taught  the  famous  Maurice,  Prince  of  Orange,  this  art  of  book-keeping, 
much  to  his  honour.  At  the  conclufion  of  that  work,  Stevin  fubjoins  his  reafons  for  con- 
jecturing, that  this  ingenious  art  was  not  firft  invented  in  Italy  fo  lately,  as  fomewhat  above 
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1569  two  or  near  three  hundred  years  ago,  as  many  have  conjeftured';  but  that  the  very  fame  art,  or 
atleaft  fomething  nearly  refembling  it,  was  knoWn  at  Rome  in  Julius  Cagfar*s  time,  more 
cfpccially  from  the  very  near  refemblancc  of  the  names  of  the  mercantile  books  then  in  ufc  to 
thofc  of  modern  times,  viz. 

MODERN  BOOKS.  ANCIENT  BOOKS. 

1.  The  Ledger   (Grand  Livre)  -  Tabula  acceptl  et  expenfi. 

2.  Debit  and  Credit  -  -  -  jfcceptum  et  Expenfum, 

3.  Articles  polled  into  the  Ledger  -  -  Nomina  tranjlata  in  Tabulas. 

4.  An  Article  not  polled  -  -  Nomenjacens. 

5.  Wafte  Book,  or,  perhaps,  the  Journal  Book  Adverfaria, 

'*  Which  terms**  fays  Stevin,  **  may  be  found  in  many  Latin  authors  ;"  and  he  tells  us, 
**  that  one  fide  of  the  ancient  Romans  great  book  (or  ledger)  ferved  for  a  debit-fide,  and  the 
"  other  for  a  credit-fide,  as  appears  plainly  from  a  paflage  of  Pliny's  Natural  Hiftory,  lib.  ii. 
**  cap.  7,  where,  fpeaking  of  fortune,  he  fays,  Huic  omnia  expenfa^  huic  omnia  feruntur  accepta^ 
^*  ttinttniLrationemortaUumfolautramquepaginamfacit.^*  He  concludes  with  further  con- 
jefturing,  **  that  not  only  the  ancient  Romans  had  this  art  of  doubly-entry  book*keeping  long 
"  araongft  them,  but  that  they  originally  received  it,  as  they  did  the  grcateft  part  of  all  their 
**  knowledge,  from  the  Greeks."  Be  that  as  it  may,  we  muft  furely  admit  this  to  be  a  very 
curious  piece  of  hiftory  and  mercantile  criticifm. 

In  a  trcatife,  firft  written  in  the  year  1569,  and  dedicated  to  the  famous  Robert  Earl  of 
Leicefter,  intitled,  A  difcourfe  upon  Ufury,  by  Dr.  Thomas  Wilfon,  fecond  edition,  1572^ 
there  is  mention  made  of  the  Orphans  Fund  of  the  city  of  London,  out  of  which  an  annual 
intercft  was  then  payable  to  their  ufe.  We  have  before  remarked,  that  the  firft  time  wc  find 
mention  of  this  fund  or  bank,  was  under  the  year  1391. 

Some  difference  arifing,  in  this  year,  between  the  Czar  of  Mufcovy  and  the  Engli(h  RufEa 
merchants,  or  their  fadors.  Queen  Elizabeth  difpatched  thither  Sir  Thomas  Randolph,  who 
concluded  a  new  treaty  for  them  with  the  Czar,  and  again  granted  them  an  exemption  from 
allcuftoms,  alfo,  as  formerly,  leave  to  tranfport  their  merchandize  to  Perfia,  &c.  though 
other  foreign  merchants  were  not  allowed,  fays  Camden,  to  trade  beyond  the  city  of  Mofcow. 
The  praftice  of  the  Englifti,  in  thofe  times,  was  to  tranfport  their  goods  in  veflcls  fcooped  out 
of  one  entire  tree  up  the  Dwina  to  Vologda,  from  thence  over  land,  in  feven  days,  to  Jeroflaw, 
and  fo  down  the  great  river  Volga,  in  thirty  days,  ta  Aftracan,  near  its  mouth ;  at  which  place 
they  next  eroded  the  Cafpian  Sea  ;  and  from  thence  paflcd  through  the  vaft  defarts  to  Teverin 
and  Calbin,  cities  of  Perfia,  hoping  at  length  to  difcover  Cathay  or  China.  But  by  rcafoa 
of  the  war  between  the  Turks  and  Perfians,  and  the  robberies  of  the  Barbarians,  **  the  Lon- 
"  doners,  (/.  e.  the  Company)  were  difcouraged**  according  to  Camden,  **  from  purfuing 
**  this  glorious  enterprize.'* 

It  was  no  fmall  mortification  to  our  wife  Queen  Elizabeth,  that,  having  no  military  ftores 
of  her  own  produftion,  flie  was  ftill  neceflitatcd  to  buy  all  her  gunpowder  and  naval  ftores  from 
the  German  Steelyard  merchants  at  their  own  prices,  there  being  as  yet  but  few  Englifh  mer- 
chants dealing  in  that  way ;  and  this  was  one  of  her  greateft  inducements  for  encouraging  this 
and  other  commercial  companies  of  her  own  merchants ;  and  in  confequence  of  her  favour,  her 
own  merchants  of  Ruflia,  and  of  the  two  elder  companies  named  of  the  Staple,  and  of  the 
Merchants- Adventurers,  were  confiderably  increafing  in  trade ;  the  former  in  the  exportation 
of  our  woo],  which  was  not  as  yet  legally  prohibited,  and  the  latter  of  our  cloth ;  both  of 
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1569  them  to  the  advancement  of  the  Queen's  revenue:  This  made  the  Hanfeatics  labour  to  ren* 
der  thofe  companies  obnoxious  to  other  nations  by  various  calumnies  ;  yet,  in  fpite  of  their 
malice,  an  uiiiverfal  fpirit  of  adventuring  to  foreign  parts  for  difcovery  and  traffic,  as  well  as 
for  improving  of  manufaftures  at  home,  daily  increafed  in  England  ;  fo  that  the  Englifh  fooa 
became  an  overmatch  for  the  declining  Hanfeatics,  in  naval  llrength,  commerce,  and  riches  ; 
whofe  tlireatenings,  therefore,  the  Queen  began  to  difregard  ;  fo  that  even  Joannes  Angelius  a 
Werdenhagen,  their  hiftorian,  acknowledges,  (but  a  few  years  later  than  this  year)  that  Eng- 
land, in  all  thofe  three  refpefts,  excelled  both  the  Hans-towns  and  other  nations,  as  alfo  in 
the  bravery  of  their  commanders  and  failors.  And  Hamburg,  though  a  potent  Hans-town, 
which  had  formerly  rejefted  the  Englifli  merchants,  now  began  to  court  their  refidence  there, 
fo  that  they  accordingly  removed  thither  in  the  year  1569,  from  Embden;  and  from  whence 
they  foon  extended  their  conmierce  all  over  Saxony,  and  into  Pruffia  and  Ruffia,  to  the  no 
fmall  jealoufy  alfo  of  the  court  of  Denmark. 

The  Florentines  had  continued  in  their  republican  flate,  though  with  much  faflion  and 
ftrife,  ever  fince  their  rejeftion  of  Peter  de  Medicis,  their  Prince,  for  his  making  a  private 
treaty  with  King  Charles  VHI.  of  France,  until  the  year  151 1  ;  when,  by  the  afliflance  of 
the  Spanifli  King,  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  the  Medici  family  was  reftored.  They  were, 
however,  once  more  expelled  in  1529;  but  the  next  year  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  haVing 
married  his  natural  daughter  Margaret,  to  Alexander  de  Medicis,  he  feized  on  the  city  of  Flo- 
rence, appointing  the  faid  Alexander  to  be  their  Governor  ;  but  he  being  flain,  the  people 
elefted  his  kinfman  Cofmo  de  Medicis,  who,  in  the  year  1569,  was,  by  Pope  Pius  V.  de- 
clared  King  of  Tufcany.  However,  the  Emperor  Maximilian  H.  greatly  oppofing  that  too 
lofty  title,  Cofmo  thereupon  aflumed  the  title  of  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany  and  Florence, 
which  title  remains  annexed  to  the  fovereignty  of  that  fine  country  to  this  day. 

1570  The  Turkifti  Sultan,  Selim  11.  after  two  years  refiftance,  becomes  mafter  of  the  moft  fam- 
ous, fair,  and  fertile  ifle  of  Cyprus,  which  the  Venetians  had  held  ninety-five  years  ;  in  the 
poflefling  themfelvcs  of  which  ifland  much  flaughter  and  cruelty  was  committed  by  the  Turks, 
after  the  two  principal  fortrefles,  Nicofia  and  Famagofta,  had  fuftained  defperate  fieges  ;  the 
principal  fuccours  intended  to  be  fent  not  being  got  ready  in  time,  although  the  confederate 
fleet  confifted  of  one  hundi'ed  and  eighty-one  light  gallies,  viz.  one  hundred  and  twent)'-four 
of  Venice,  forty-five  of  Spain,  and  twelve  of  the  Pope's,  befide  twelve  great  Venetian  gallies, 
and  fourteen  Venetian  large  fliips  of  war,  and  a  great  number  of  tranfport  veflels.  There 
were,  in  this  intended  fleet,  fifteen  thoufand  hired  foot  foidiers,  befides  many  gentlemen  vo- 
lunteers. But  it  is  faid  that  the  Spanifli  Admiral,  Doria,  hearing  that  Nicofia,  the  principal 
city,  was  taken  by  the  Turks  before  he  could  reach  Cyprus,  and  being  alfo  afraid  of  the 
ftrength  of  the  Turkifti  fleet,  which  confifted  of  above  two  hundred  fail,  withdrew  from  the 
reft,  not  much  to  his  credit,  and  fo  they  all  returned.  The  Turks  having,  four  years  before, 
feized  on  the  ifle  of  Chios  from  the  Genoefe,  the  Englifli  forbore  trading  thither  for  fome 
time. 

After  the  many  conquefts  made  by  the  Turks  in  the  Levant,  more  efpecially  that  of 
Rhodes,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  Venetians  could  hold  Cyprus  no  longer : — it  came  into 
their  hands  by  the  Senate's  adopting  of  Catherine  Carnaro,  its  laft  Queen,  for  their  daughter, 
her  huft)and  being  dead  without  iflue,  and  flie  being  the  daughter  of  a  noble  .Venetian  of  that 
name. 
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1570  The  Prince  of  Orange  having  withdrawn  into  Germany,  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  an  army  to 
oppofe  the  Duke  d*Alva,  Governor  of  the  Netherlands,  certain  fhips  commiflioned  from  tliat 
Prince,  after  capturing  and  deftroying  all  Spanifli  Ihips  near  the  Netherlands,  landed  on  the 
ifle  of  Voorne,  affauUed  and  carried  the  town  of  Briel,  pulling  down  the  Popilh  images  in  the 
churches,  and  making  open  profeffion  of  the  Proteftant  religion  :  they  likewife  protefted 
againft  the  taxes  and  the  tyranny  of  the  Spanifh  government.  Whereupon  they  were  immedi- 
ately feconded  by  the  revolt  of  moft  part  of  the  cities  and  towns  of  Holland,  Zealand,  and 
Weft  Friefland,  who  expelled  the  Spanifh  garrifons,  and  renouncing  their  fidelity  to  King 
Philip  II.  fwore  allegiance  to  William  Prince  of  Orange  as  their  Stadtholder.  It  is  unnecef- 
fary,  in  this  place,  to  tire  the  reader  with  a  tedious  detail  of  what  may  be  found  in  all  the  hif- 
tories  of  Europe,  viz.  the  Prince  of  Orange's  returning  with  a  frefh  army  from  Germany,  by 
which  he  was,  after  many  difficulties,  enabled  eflFeftually  to  fupport  the  revolters,  fo  as  to  have 
been  the  principal  inftrument  of  eftablifhing  the  Republic  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces.   . 

*"  How  greatly  tlie  rates  or  expence  of  living,  and  of  national  and  public,  as  well  as  private, 
cxpenccs  are  changed  and  enhanced,  fince  the  time  we  are  now  confidering,  we  have  a  fpeci- 
mcn  from  the  authority  of  that  great  and  judicious  Antiquarian,  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  (in  a 
traft  of  his,  written  in  the  year  1609,  intitled.  The  Manner  and  Means  how  the  Kings  of 
England  have,  from  Time  to  Time,  fupported  and  repaired  their  Eftates, — and  printed  in  ar^ 
o£tavo  book  in  1651,  intitled  Cottoni  Pofthuma)  who  relates,  "  That  in  this  twelfth  year  of 
"  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  yearly  profits  of  the  kingdom,  befide  the  wards  and  dutchy  of  Lan- 
"  cafter,  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight  thoufand  one  hundred  and  ninety-feven  pounds 
**  four  (hillings  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  yearly  payments  and  affignments  amounted  to 
«•  one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  thirteen  (hillings  of  which 
"  the.hou(hold  was  forty  thoufand  pounds ;  the  privy  purfe,  two  thoufand  pounds  ;  theadmi- 
"  ralty,  thirty  thoufand  pounds;  which,"  fays  he,  *'  by  an  an  eftimate  in  May  1604,  was 
"  forty  thoufand  pounds,  and  is  now*'  (that  is,  in  1609)  "  fwolne  to  near  fifty  thoufand 
"  pounds  yearly,  by  the  error  and  abufe  of  officers  !" 

By  the  •*  profit  of  the  kingdom,"  as  thus  defcribed,  was  then  meant  all  the  Queen^s  an- 
nual income  from  her  manors  and  lands,  her  cuftoms,  her  efcheats,  &c.  for  (he  raifed  no 
taxes  on  her  people  in  timps  of  peace.  This  annual  profit  therefore,  though  not  pre- 
cifcly  alike  in  every  year,  was  prQtty  nearly  the  fame,  communihus  annis^  one  year  with  ano- 
ther. 

The  firft  of  thofe  fowls,  called  by  the  Engli(h,  Turkeys,  and  the  French,  Pbules  d'  Indes, 
were  faid  to  have  been  brought  from  Mexico ;  and  were,  in  this  year  157O,  ferved  up  as  a 
great  rarity  at  the  nuptial  feaft  of  King  Charles  IX.  of  France.  PolTibly,  our  firft .  traders  to 
Turkey,  feeing  thofe  fowls  at  Aleppo,  &c.  might  occafion  the  name  which  they  now  have,  of 
Turkey  fowls,  to  have  been  given  them. 

157 1  The  lofs  of  fo  important  an  ifland  as  Cyprus,  taken  laft  year  from  Venice  by  the  Turks, 
had  fo  far  alarmed  Chriftendom,  or  rather  indeed  thofe  Chriftian  ftates  bordering  on  the  Medi- 
terranean Sea  (and  therefore  more  immediately  expofed  to  future  danger)  that,  in  the  year  1 57 1, 
King  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  Pope  Pius  V.  and  the  State  of  Venice,  concluded  a  league  ofFeiifive 
againft  the  Sultan  Selim  II.  It  had  been  fo  long  in  agitation,  and  in  adjufting  all  the  punc- 
tilios and  cautious  conditions  of  three  wary  and  jealous  courts,  that,  in  the  mean  time,  Cy- 
prus was  loft.     At  length,  howev,er,  after  various  motions,  the  combined  fleet,  confifting  of 
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1571  two  hundred  and  five  gallies,  encountered  the  Turkifli  one  of  two  hundred  and  fcventy  vcfltis 
of  all  forts.  The  Chriftian  fleet  was  commanded  in  chief  by  Don  John  of  Auftria,  which, 
in  the  Gulph  of  Lepanto,  obtained  a  moft  fignal  and  complete  viftory,  though  a  very  bloody 
one;  for  the  Chriftians  had  feven  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-fiK  men  killed,  and  the 
Turks  about  thirty  thoufand,  befides  the  lofs  of  much  money  and  other  rich  booty.  The  di- 
vifion  of  the  (hips,  artillery,  and  prifoners,  was  as  follows,  viz. 

I.  To  the  Venetians,  forty-four  gallies,  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  cannon,  and  one  thou- 
fand one  hundred  andfixty-two  prifoners. 

a.  To  the  Pope,  twenty-one  gallies,  fifty-four  cannon,  and  eight  hundred  and  cighty-onc 
prifoners. 

But  I  find  no  mention  of  any  Turkifh  booty  taken  or  claimed  by  Spain.     Notwithftandjng 

this  great  overthrow,  the  Ottomans  foon  recovered  their  former  ftrength  at  fea,  fo  as  to  be 

,     able  gradually  to  gain  from  Venice  almoft  all  the  reft  of  their  Levantine  territories,  to  which 

the  Sultans  pretended  a  plaufible  title,  in  right  of  their  conqueft  of  the  Greek  empire,  frora 

which  thofc  very  territories  and  ides  had  been,  with  equal  juftice,  raviftied  by  Venice, 

After  this  fuccefsful  naval  viftory,  Venice  laboured  inceflantly,  tlie  year  following,  to  bring 
the  confederates  again  to  unite  their  fleets  againft  the  common  enemy,  on  which,  however, 
^        they  did  not  fucceed  ;  fo  that  they  were  forced  to  manage  matters  as  well  as  they  could,  by 
making  peace  with  the  Turks. 

In  this  fame  thirteenth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  an  aft  of  Parliament  paflfed,  cap.  ili. 
•*  That,  for  theincreafe  of  tillage,  and  the  maintenance  and  increafe  of  the  navy  and  marl- 
**  ncrs  of  the  realm,  corn  of  all  kinds  may  be  exported,  when  the  prices  at  home  arc  fo  low, 
**  as  that  no  proclamation  to  the  contrary  Ihall  be  iflued ;  yet,  even  in  this  cafe,  the  Queen 
"  referves  tlic  cuftoms  due  thereon  to  her,  as  therein  fpecified."  This  is  the  third  law  made 
purpofely  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmers,  in  the  bufinefs  of  the  exportation  of  corn. 

In  the  faid  thirteenth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  an  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  xiv.  direfts, 
«*  That  all  the  ftatutes  made  in  the  twelfth  year  of  King  Edward  IV.  concerning  the  bringing 
**  in  of  a  certain  number  of  bow-ftaves,"  (viz.  four  for  every  ton  of  merchandize)  **  and, 
**  according  to  the  weight  or  value  of  other  wares,  (hall  from  henceforth  be  duly  put  in  cxc- 
•*  cution  :  and  further  enafts,  that  all  merchant-ftrangers,  importing  wares  into  this  realm 
"  from  the  eaft  parts,  as  well  as  from  the  feventy-two  Hans-towns,  be  comprized  and  meant 
**  under  the  name  of,  and  bound,  as  the  merchants  mentioned  and  bound  by  the  faid  (la- 
*'  tutcs." 

We  mention  this  obfolete  law,  purely  to  fhew  that,  in  thofe  times,  they  were  not  al- 
ways,  fcrupuloufly  exaft  in  the  penning  of  their  laws;  which,  conftquently,  are  not  ab- 
folutcly  to  be  depended  on  ;  fince  it  is  certain,  that,  at  the  time  of  making  this  law,  there 
were  not  near  fo  many  as  feventy-two  towns  in  the  general  Hanfeatic  confederacy,  as  feveral 
,<rf  thofe  towns  had,  before  this  time,  deferted  that  league.  Yet  it  may  poflibly  be  faid,  in  juC- 
^tification  of  the  penners  of  this  ftatutc,  that  the  entire  feventy-two  towns  might  ftiU  have 
been  meant  or  intended  to  be  included  therein,  although  they  were  not  all  members  of  tliat 
confederacy  at  this  time. 

We  have,  feen,  under  the  year  885,  upon  what  judicious  account  King  Alfred  divided  the 
ftreams,  and  thereby  fpoiled  the  navigation  of  thej-iver  Ley,  or  Lea,  running  from  the  town 
of  Ware  through  part  of  Hertfordfhire,  till  "at  length,  dividing  Eflcx  from  Middlefex,  it  falls 
into  the  Thames  near  Blackwall.    That  fmall  river  remained  almoft  in  tlie  fame  unnavigable 
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157X  condition  until  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VI.  1424,  when  an  aft  of  Parliament  paffed  (being 
the  third  year  of  his  reign)  cap.  v.  and  another  in  1430,  being  the  ninth  of  the  fame  King, 
cap.  ix.  both  which  appointed  commiflioners  to  retain  pcrfons  to  fcour  and  amend  that  river  ; 
neither  of  which  ftatutcs,  however,  produced  any  great  efFeft.  Wherefore,  in  this  thirteenth 
year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  an  aft  pafled,  cap.  xviii.  *'  direfting  a  new  cut  or  trench  to  be  made 
**  within  ten  years,  (at  the  charge  of  the  Lord  Mayor,  Commonalty,  and  Citizens  of  Lon- 
**  don)  whereby  that  river  was  to  be  made  to  conxey  all  viftuals,  corn,  and  other  neceflaries, 
"  from  the  town  of  Ware  to  the  city  of  London,  and  from  London  to  Ware."  By  this  aft 
that  river  was  reftored  to  its  ancient  channel,  and  made  more  commodious  than  perhaps  it 
had  ever  before  been,  for  the  conveyance  of  meal,  malt,  corn,  &c.  out  of  Hertfordftiire  to 
London,  fo  that  a  very  confiderablc  expence  of  land  carriage  has  been  faved  ever  fince  to  the 
Londoners,  as  well  as  to  the  countries  near  Ware  for  London  goods. 

Camden,  in  his  Britannia,  obferves,  that  this  great  benefit  was  principally  owing  to  the 
Lord  Burleigh,  Lord  Treafurer  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  which  the  town  of  Ware  became  con- 
fiderable.  It  is,  indeed,  probable,  that  Ware  had  no  exiftence  as  a  town  in  King  Alfred's 
time,  nor  perliaps  a  confiderable  time  after.  It  is,  however,  mentioned  in  the  above  named 
aft  of  the  year  1424,  and,  even  by  means  of  that  aft,  and  that  of  1430,  fmall  flat-bottomed 
boats  might  probably  have  navigated  between  London  and  Ware,  although  large  laden  barges 
could  not  pafs  till  this  period. 

TheCappers>  or  Knit-Capmakers  of  England,  obferving  the  great  increafe  of  the  wear  of 
hats  made  of  felt,  had,  before  this  time,  obtained  an  aft  of  Parliament,  for  preventing  any 
foreign  materials  from  being  worked  up  into  hats.  But  that  not  anfwering  fully,  they,  in  this 
thirteenth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  obtain  a  fecond  law,  cap.  xix.  purporting,  **  That  every 
**  perfon  above  feven  years  of  age,  (hould  wear,  on  Sundays  and  Holidays,  a  cap  of  wool, 
•*  knit,  made,  thickcd,  and  dreflcd  in  England,  and  drefled  only  and  finifhed  by  fome  of  the 
"  trade  of  cappers,  on  the  forfeiture  of  three  (hillings  and  four  pence  for  everyday  fo  negleft- 
"  cd  to  be  worn:  excepting,  however,  out  of  this  aft,  maids,  ladies,  and  gentlewomen,  and 
"  every  lord,  knight,  and  gentleman,  of  twenty  marks  in  land,  and  their  heirs  ;  and  alfo  fuch 
"  as  have  born  office  of  worihip  in  any  city,  town,  or  (hire,  and  alfo  the  wardens  of  the  Lou- 
*•  don  companies."  Neverthclefs,  the  fafliion  of  felt  hats  prevailing  fo  ftrongly,  as  the  very 
penning  of  that  aft  feemed  to  portend  it  would,  as  well  by  reafon  of  their  fuperior  ftrength, 
lightnefs,  and  beauty,  as  alfo  of  their  being  much  better  adapted  to  fcreen  from  and  keep  out 
fun  and  rain,  the  knit  caps  are  long  fince  driven  out,  and  are  only  to  be  fcen  in  fome  of  the 
pooreft  and  more  remote  parts  of  the  kingdom. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  ftreets  to  Whitechaple  Bars  and  its  neighbourhood,  in  the  eaflern 
fuburbs  of  London,  were,  by  a  law,  cap.  xxiii.  direfted  to  be  pa>i^d.  And,  cap.  xxiv.  alfo 
all  the  ftreets  of  the  town  of  Ipfwich. 

We  have  feen  the  blind  zeal  of  a  Parliament  of  the  fifth  and  fixth  years  of  King  Edward  VI. 
in  1552,  in  their  law  againft  ufury,  or  of  ufe  or  intereft  for  money,  cap.  xx.  But  our  le- 
giflators  were  now  become  more  enlightened,  in  the  reign  of  a  moft  penetrating  Monarch  and 
Miniftry ;  for  the  immenfe  quantities  of  money  or  bullion  now  conftantly  brought  into  Eu- 
rope from  America,  and  (hipping,  commerce,  and  manufaftures  alfo  greatly  increnfing,  whilft 
but  very  little,  if  any,  of  our  filver  was  as  yet  carried  to  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  from  all  fuch  confi- 
derations,  it  appeared,  that  there  were  now  confiderable  fums  of  money  ready  to  be  lent  out 
by  fuch  as  were  not  immediately  engaged  in  commerce,  nor  had  laid  their  money  out  in  the 
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157 1  purchafc  of  lands,  &c.  Money,  moreover,  beginning  now  to  be  confidered  as  much  a  com* 
modity  as  other  things,  and  that  therefore  it  was  reafonable  its  pofleffors  should  improve  it  as 
much  as  thofe  did  who  were  poflcffed  of  lands,  houfes,  or  merchandize;  for  where  is  the  dif- 
ference between  taking  ten  pounds  at  the  year's  end  for  the  ufe  of  one  hundred  pounds  ia 
money  lent  for  that  time,  and  a  merchant's  felling  goods,  which  he  hadjuft  bought  for  one 
hundred  pounds  ready  money,  for  which  the  buyer  agrees  to  pay  him  one  hundred  and  ten 
pounds  at  the  year's  end?— In  this  thirteenth  year,  therefore,  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  an  aft  of 
Parliament  pafled,  cap.  viii.  reviving  that  of  tlie  ihirty-feventh  year  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
cap.  ix.  for  eftablifhing  the  rate  of  intereft  at  ten  per  cent  per  annum.  The  preamble  fets 
forth,  **  that  the  prohibition  aft  of  King  Edward  VI.  had  not  done  fo  much  good  as  was 
•*  hoped  for;  but  that  rather  the  faid  vice  of  ufury,  and  efpecially  by  faleof  wares  and-fliifts 
**  of  intereft,  hath  much  more  exceedingly  abounded,  to  the  utter  undoing  of  many  gentle- 
**  men,  merchants,  occupiers,  and  others,  and  to  the  importable  Kurt  of  the  Common- 
**  wealth ;  as  well,  for  that,  in  the  faid  late  aft,  there  is  no  provifion  againft  fuch  corrupt 
**  ftiifts  and  fales  of  wares,  as  alfo  for  that  there  is  no  difference  of  punilhmcnt  upon  the  great- 
"  er  or  Icfler  exaftions  or  oppreflions,  by  reafon  of  loans  upon  ufury.  It  was  therefore  now 
•*  cnaftcd,  that  the  faid  law  of  the  thirty^fcvcnth  of  King  Henry  VIII.  be  revived;  and  that 
**  all  bonds,  contrafts,  and  aflurances^  collateral  or  other,  to  be  made  for  payment  of  any 
**  principal  money  to  be  lent,  or  covenant  to  be  performed,  upon  or  for  any  ufury,  in  lend- 
**  ing  or  doing  of  any  thing  againft  the  faid  aft  now  revived,  upon  or  by  which  loan  or  doing 
**  there  fhall  be  referved  or  taken  above  the  rate  of  ten  pounds  for  the-hundred  for  one  year, 
^*  ihall  be  utterly  void." 

Neverthelefs,  when,  after  reading  this  laft  claufe,  fo  plainly  allowing  of  ufury,  tliat  is  to 
fay  intereft  of  money,  (for  the  word,  as  already  elfewhere  related,  had  then  no  other  import 
tlian  the  word  intereft  has  in  modern  times)  to  go  at  ten  per  cent,  we  come  to  read  tlie  next 
following  paragraph,  it  does  not<:onvey  tlie  moft  advantageous  idea  of  thofe  Proteftant  (and 
one  would  think  better  enlightened)  lawgivers,  thus  to  juggle  with  mankind,  viz, 

"  And  forafmuch  as  all  ufury,  being  forbidden  by  the  law  of  God,  is  fin  and  dcteftable  ;  be 
••*  it  enafted,  that  all  ufury,  loan,  and  forbearing  of  money,  or  giving  days  for  forbearing  of 
"  money,  byway  of  loan,  chevifance,  fliifts,  faleof  wares,  contraft,  or  other  doings  what- 
*•  foevcr  for  gain,— whereupon  is  referved  or  taken,  or  covenanted  to  be  referved,  paid,  or 
•*  given  to  the  lender,  contraftor,  Ihiftcr,  forbearer,  or  deliverer,  above  the  fum  of  ten  pounds 
**  for  the  loan  or  forbearing  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  one  year, — fhall  forfeit  fo  much  as 
"  fhall  be  referved  by  way  of  ufury  above  the  principal,  for  any  money  fo  to  be  lent  or  for- 
«*  born,  &c," 

Thus,  although  jhe  legiflature  knew,  that  every  one  who  had  occafion,  did  cither  give  or 

take  intereft  for  money,  yet  the  old  prepofTcflTions  againft  the  lawfulncfs  pf  ufury  or  intereft, 

were  then  flill  fo  ftrong  and  univerfal,  that  fomcwhat  was  thought  neccflary  to  be  faid  againft 

the  very  thing  they  now  found  themfelves  compelled  to  re-jeftablilh  for  the  welfare  of  tlie 

oiation. 

N.  B.  By  an  aft  of  the  thirty-ninth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  xviii.  this  aft  was  made  per- 
petual. 

Although  the  filvcr  coins  of  England,  was,  l)cfore  this  time,  reduced  to  the  very  fame 
weight  and  finenefs  as  in  our  days,  yet  the  faiaries  of  many  royal  officers  were  ftill  fo  fmall,  as 
to  make  it  reafonably  beconjeftured,  that  the  rate  or  expence  of  living  was  about  four  times  as 
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1571  cheipas  at  prefcut.  Thus,  in  the  fifteenth  volume,  p.  694,  of  the  Fcedera,  the  falary  of  the 
mafter  gunner  of  the  city  of  Carlifle  was  but  one  (hilling  per  day,  or  eighteen  pounds  five  fiiii- 
lings  yearly ;  wheat  being  then  at  eight  fhillings  per  quarter ;  fo  that  his  falary  would  then  go 
as  far  as  feventy-three  pounds  or  more,  in  our  times. 

Although  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  Czar,  or  Great  Duke  of  Ruffia,  John  Bafilowitz,  or 
Vazilowitz,  was  properly  the  firft  of  the  Ruffian  Princes  who  raifed  his  country  from  obfcu- 
rity,  by  the  great  conquefts  he  made  of  large  provinces  ;  conquering  Plefcow  and  Great  Novo- 
grod  from  the  Lithuanians,  as  well  as  the  two  Tartar  kingdoms  of  Cafan  and  Aftracan,  &c. 
Yet  his  favage  fiercenefs  and  cruelties  raifed  fuch  hatred  againft  him,  that  his  nobles,  though 
Chriftians,  were  provoked  fo  far,  as  to  call  in  the  Khan  of  Crira  Tartary,  a  Mahometan,  in 
or  nearly  about  this  fame  year  1571,  who  not  only  ravaged  a  great  part  of  Ruffia,  but  burned 
down  the  capital  city  of  Mofcow,  (in  which  city,  according  to  PufFendorf,  there  were  then 
one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  houfes,  though  almoft  all  of  timber)  by  which  cruel  event, 
the  Englifli  company  loft  above  one  hundred  thoufand  roubles,  the  whole  of  which  the  Czar 
promifed  to  make  good  to  them,  but  did  not  keep  his  word. 

In  the  fame  year,  Mr.  Anthony  Jenkinfon,  who  had  before  made  three  voyages  to  Ruffia, 
was  appointed  ambaflador  from  Queen  Elizabeth  to  this  Grand-Duke,  John  Bafilowitz;  but 
at  his  arrival,  he  found  the  Czar  had  fufpended  the  Company's  privileges,  through  the  bad 
conduct  of  fome  of  their  fervants,  the  envy  of  fome  irregular  Englifh  traders,  and  theraifrepre- 
fentations  of  the  Ruffian  ambaffiidor  returned  from  England,  who  could  not  bring  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth into  all  his  matter's  views.  The  company  had  alfo  many  lofles,  by  (hipwrecks,  by  the 
Polifh  pirates  at  fea,  and  by  bad  debts,  &c.  and  were  now,  in  other  refpefts,  in  a  bad  fitua- 
tion  :  yet  Jenkinfon  had  fo  much  addrefs,  as  to  obtain  a  reftoration  of  their  privileges  from 
the  Czar,  and  fatisfadlion  for  fome  part  of  their  lofles,  although  the  greateft  part  was  never 
made  good  to  them. 

1572  Ever  fince  the  year  1553,  the  Englifli  had,  at  various  times,  traded  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea, 
notwithftanding  the  claim  of  the  Portuguefe  court  to  an  exclufive  right  to  that  coaft,  as  the 
firft  difcoverers.  They  had,  for  that  rcafon,  frequently  difturbed  the  Englifli  and  other  nations 
in  their  trade  for  gold  duft,  Guinea  grains,  and  ivory  ;  yet,  in  the  year  1572,  the  Portuguefe, 
finding  they  could  not  hold  all  that  coaft  folely  to  themfelves,  made  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
England,  by  which  all  former  difputes  were  adjufted,  and  freedom  of  trade  thither  was  ftipu- 
lated  with  England. 

In  p.  711,  of  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  Queen  Elizabeth's  yearly  falaiy 
to  William  Heme,  her  ferjeant-painter,  which  was  but  ten  pounds,  being  the  fame  as  it  had 
been  to  feveral  of  his  predeceflbrs  therein  named. 

In  p.  715,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  fee  that  Queen's  manumiffion  of  a  villain,  or  the  making 
a  freeman  of  a  man  born  in  her  manor  and  lordfliip  of  Taunton  Dean,  in  Somerfctfliire ;  be- 
ing the  fame  in  form  as  that  mentioned  under  the  year  1514. 

The  Hanfeatic  Society,  relying  on  the  many  privileges  and  immunities  they  enjoyed  or 
claimed  engaged  in  a  frefli  quarrel  with  the  neighbouring  Princes,  on  .the  following  occa- 
fion. 

It  fccms  that,  in  the  preceding  year,  the  city  of  Lubeck  having  concluded  a  peace  at  Stetin 
with  John  King  of  Sweden,  after  a  war  of  eight  years ;  one  of  the  articles  thereof  was,  that  the 
Lubeckers  might  freely  trade  with  Livonian  Narva,  then  in  the  bands  of  Ruflia ;  yet  now  the 
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1572  Swedifh  monarch,  finding  himfelf  more  powerful,  under  the  pretext  of  his  war  with  Ruflia^ 
prohibited  the  Lubeckers,  &c.  from  reforting  to  Narva,  and  even  feized  on  their  fliips  trading 
tliither.  Hereupon,  the  Hans-towns  held,  thia  year,  a  grand  aflembly  of  their  deputies,  for 
deliberating  on  this  and  other  points.  Thuanus,  in  lib.  51.  of  his  oSavo  edition  at  Franc- 
fort,  in  1614,  fays,  **  That  fome  of  the  points  they  agreed  on  related  to  their  internal  go- 
*'  vernment ;  but  that  other  tefolutions  related  to  foreign  dates  and  princes,  raoft  part  of  which 
**  laft  proved  of  no  efFcft.**  Which  (hews  that  the  Hanfcatics  were,  at  this  time  greatly  declin- 
ing in  power  and  influence. 

According  to  Meteranus,  in  lib.  3.  Queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  quieting  of  her  fubjefts  un- 
cafinefs,  becaufe  of  tlie  feizure  of  their  efFefts,  in  the  year  1568,  in  the  Netherlands,  conclu- 
ded a  treaty  of  commerce  with  King  Charles  IX.  of  France  at  Blois,  wherein,  he  fays,  the 
English  obtained  ample  privileges  for  the  vent  of  their  merchandize.  But  this  author  adds, 
that  the  horrid  maflacre  of  the  French  Proteftants  at  Paris,  &c.  perpetrated  on  St.  Bartholomew's 
day,  tliis  year,  rendered  this  treaty  inefFeftual,  by  reafon  of  the  terror  it  ftruck  into  the  Ei^lifti 
merchants.  The  Admiral  Coligny,  and  the  reft  of  the  Proteftants,  were  decoyed  to  Paris, 
under  pretence  of  the  nuptials  of  the  then  King  of  Navarre,  and  were  moft  inhumanly  but- 
chered. The  French  Papifts  gloried  fo  greatly  therein,  that  medals  were  ftruck  in  its  comme- 
moration, of  which  Father  Daniel  has  exhibited  a  print  in  his  French  hiftory. 

That  treaty  is  not  in  the  Foedera,  but  is  printed  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  General  Collec- 
tion of  Treaties,  &c.  in  Englifh,  printed  in  oftavo,  fecond  edition,  1732.  Thereby,  (arti- 
cle 24.)  the  Englifti  were  to  be  allowed  in  France  a  magazine  or  ftorehoufe,  for  repofiting  the 
Englifh  cloth,  wool,  &c.  as  they  were  accuftomed  to  have  at  Antwerp,  Bergen-op-zoom,  and 
Bruges ;  and  alfo  (article  25.^  a  place  for  aflcmbling  themfelves,  in  order  to  chufe  their  gover- 
nors apd  other  ofEcers,  &c. 

The  Queen  being,  at  this  time,  on  bad  terms  both  with  Spain  and  the  Emperor,  (the  latter 
partly  on  account  of  the  Hans-towns)  thofc  two  articles  feera  to  have  been  chiefly  framed  for 
bringing  Spain  and  the  Emperor  to  be  more  favourable  to  the  Englifh  commerce;  for,  in  the 
fixtcenth  article,  th^  French  King  ftipulates,  that  in  cafe  any  Prince  fhall  hereafter  moleft  the 
Englifh  in  their  trade  and  merchandize  in  the  Netherlands,  or  in  Germany  or  Pruflia,  then 
the  French  King  fhall  interpofe  for  their  relief:  and  by  the  feventeenth  article,  he  fhall,  in 
cafe  of  refufal  and  delay,  wreft  the  perfons  and  goods  of  die  merchants  of  fuch  Prince,  being 
in  his  territories,  until  the  Englifh  and  Irifh  fo  arrefted  be  reftored.  And  in  article  20.  the 
Queen  obliges  herfelf  to  perform  the  fame  fervices  for  the  fubjcfts  of  the  French  King  in  fimi- 
lar  cafes.  Yet  fome  think  that  neither  of  thofe  monarcbs  were  fincere  in  this  treaty  ;  Charles's 
aim  being  to  hoodwink  Elizabetli  whilft  he  was  perpetrating  that  horrid  mafTacrc ;  and  that 
tlic  abjeft  of  Elizabeth^  by  this  treaty,  was  to  render  Spain  and  the  Emperor  more  tradable. 

From  Hakluyt's  fecond  volume  we  learn,  that,  in  this  year,  1572,  there  refidcd  at  Con- 
ftantinople  confuls  from  the  French,  Venetians,  Genoefe,  and  Florentines,  but  none  from 
England;  the  trade  into  the  Levant  having,  it  fecms,  been  quite  difcontiiuied  from  the  year 
1553  to  the  year  1575. 

The  fame  indefatigable  Hakhiyt  gives  the  public  an  Englifhinan's  Letter  to  him  from  New 
Spain,  fignifying, 

I.  That  feven  years  before  this  time,  the  Spaniards  firft  foimd  out  the  vopgc^  fjQom  Aca- 
pulco  to  the  Philippine  iflcs* 

JI.  That 
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1572  II.  ThatthecUy  of  Mexico  contained  fifty  ^boufxnd  families,  fix  thoufand  of  which  were 
Spaniards. 

ni.  That  the  city  of  Tlafcala  contained  fixteen  thotifand  families,  at  or  near  which  laft- 
named  place  all  the  cochineal  grows. 

IV.  That  the  beft  filvcr  mines  were  north  of  the  city  of  Mexico. 

V.  And  that  the  refining  of  filver  with  quickfitver  was  then  but  a  late  difcovcry,  it  having 
before  been  done  with  lead. 

By  an  expired  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fourteenth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  5.  entitled, 
How  Vagabonds  fhall  be  punilhed,  and  the  Poor  relieved,  all  that  related  to  the  honeft  poor  there- 
in was,  "  That  afleflraents  fhould  be  made  of  the  parifliioners  of  every  parifh,  for  the  relief  of 
the  poor  of  the  fame  parifh."  And  this  was  the  Mt  legal  and  effeftua)  parocbiat  affeffinent  for 
tl)e  poor  in  England. 

1573  In  the  fifteenth  volume,  p.  717,  of  the  Foedera,  wc  find,  that  in  the  year  tff^  Queen 
Elizabeth  created  the  Earl  of  Shrewfbury  Earl  Marihal  of  England  during  life,  with  a  falary 
of  only  twenty  pounds  per  annum.  Yet,  from  the  ftendemefs  of  the  ftt/Kd  nominai  falaries 
of  this  and  otlicr  great  officers,  hating  large  pcrqmfites,  no  ccrtam  inferences  can  be  drawn  for 
fonfning  a  juft  judgment  either  of  the  rate  of  living,  or  of  the  fcarcity  of  money* 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  721,  there  feems  to  have  been  m»cli  injury  done  by  tli«  Portuguefe, 
as  well  on  land  as  orv  the  feas,  to  the  Englifli  abotrt  riiis  time  :  for,  in  this  very  year,  Qiieen 
Ellizabetb  iflbcd  a  commiflion  to  her  high-admiral,  and  feveral  lords,  gentiemen,  and  mer- 
chants, to  enquire  into  the  fame.  Againft  whom,  that  is,  the  Portngtiefe,  flie  lierein  ol>- 
fervcs,  that  there  had  been,  for  a  long  time,  loud  complaints  ;  and  that  the  thipe,  moFchan- 
dize,  and  money  of  her  merchants  were  fciicd,  and  the  debts  due  to  tliem  detained,  in  the  do- 
minions of  her  dear  brother  Sebaftian,  King  of  Portugal,  and  on  the  feat  by  his  fleets,  under 
his  authority,  contrary  to  the  ftrift  friendfliip  that  has  fo  long  fubfifted  between  the  two 
crowns. — Wherefore,  the  Queen  impowers  the  faid  comFflrifiioners  to  enquire  into  the  efFefts 
of  that  King's  fubjefts  detained  by  herfubjefts. 

Under  this  feme  year  alfo,  Sir  James  Ware,  in  his  Annals  of  Ireland,  has  the  following 
remarkable  note,  concerning  tl>e  burthen  which  Ireland  wastlicn  to  England,  by  rc^fon  of  the 
-  very  unfisttled  ftate  of  tl>c  former,  viz.  **  The  money  which  the  Queen  had  fcnt  to  Ireland 
"  fince  her  acceflion  to  the  crown  to  this  time,  being  computed,  came  to  four  hundred  and 
**  ninety  thoufend  fcven  hundred  and  fevcnty-nine  pounds  feven  (hillingj  and  fix -pence  half- 
penny ;  whereas,  the  whole  produce  of  the  revenue  of  Ireland,  during  all  that  time,"  (viz.  for 
fifteen  years)  "  amounted  but  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds."  How  haj^py  is 
the  change,  in  thefe  refpefts,  fince  thofc  times,  in  Ireland  ! 

In  this  fame  year,  1573,  Don  John  of  Auftria  reduced  the  city  of  Tunis,  in  Barbary,  to 
the  obedience  of  Spain,  from  which  it  had  revolted.  Neverthclefs,  in  the  following  year,  the 
Turks,  with  a  powerful  army,  retook  Tunis,  and  alfo  poflcfled  themfclvcs  of  tlie  Goletta, 
which  Spain  has  never  fince  been  able  to  repoflefe. 

As  Mr.  Burchet's  Complete  Hiftory  of  the  moft  remarkable  Tranfaftions  at  Sea,  from  the 
earlieft  Accounts  of  Time  down  to  the  Conclufion  of  Queen  Anne's  War,  is  a  work  which 
may,  in  general  be  reafonably  depended  on,  he  having  been  fecretary  to  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty for  a  long  feries  of  years,  we  fhall  here,  from  his  preface,  exhibit  the  entire  navy  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  as  it  flood  in  the  year  1573,  viz, 
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'573  ^o-  of  fhips.  No.  of  cannon. 

I  of         100 

9        from        88  to  60 
49        from        58  to  40 

Total,    59  Ihips  of  the  line  of  battle,  as  they  might  be  reckoned  in  thofc  days. 
58        from        38  to  20 
29        from         18  to     6 

Total,    146  (hips. 

Nevcrthclcfs,  the  faid  author,  in  the  ninth  chapter  of  his  firft  book,  p.  20  and  21,  fays, 
**  That  the  merchant-fhips  of  England  were  then  efteemed  die  principal  part  of  our  maritime 
**  power;  of  which,  in  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  year  1582,  there 
**  were  reckoned  one  hundred  and  thirty-five,  many  of  them  of  five  hundred  tons  each ;  and 
*•  in  the  beginning  qf  King  James  the  Firft's  reign,  it  was  computed  there  were  four  hundred, 
**  but  thefe  not  of  fo  great  burthen.  As  to  the  fhips  of  war  belonging  to  the  crown  in  the 
•*  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  their  number  was  thirteen ;  to  which  eleven  were  added  by  King 
"•James  I."  So  that  even  King  James  I.  had  but  twenty-four  fhips  of  his  own :  and  all,  or 
moft  of  the  above-named  number  of  one  hundred  and  forty-fix  Ihips,  called  Queen  Elizabeth's 
naval  power,  confifted  of  merchant-fhips,  occafionally  hired  by  her,  excepting  the  thirteen 
ihips  which  were  her  own  ;  and  it  is  highly  probable,  that  the  ten  largeft  fhips  in  the  above 
lift,  compofed  a  part  of  the  thirteen. 

In  a  treatife  in  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  Remains,  p.  196,  publifhed  in  1651,  being  an  cflay 
firft  written  in  1609,  he  obferves,  **  That  in  the  year  1573,  there  was  brought  in  an  immea- 
*^  furable  ufe  of  luxurious  commodities  in  England,  as  wines,  fpices,  filk,  and  fine  linen  : 
**  for,  of  the  latter  fort,  of  above  ten  groats  the  ell,  tliere  is  above  three  hundred  and  fixty 
**  thoufand  pounds  yearly  fpent,  which  is  half  the  value  of  our  woollen  cloths  exported ;  and  ma- 
"  keth  the  ftate  to  buy  more  than  they  do  fell :  whereas  a  good  father  of  a  family  ought  to  be 
vendacem^  a  feller,  not  emaccnty  a  buyer."  Camden,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  under 
the  year  1574,  fays,  the  people  (by  which  he  meant  the  rich)  wore  filks  glittering  with  gold 
and  filvcr,  either  embroidered  or  laced ;  which,  it  feems,  the  Queen  in  vain  endeavoured  by 
her  proclamation  to  rcftrain,  and  to  oblige  people  to  conform  to  a  prefcribed  rule.  Feafting 
alfo  was  much  in  falhion  at  this  time ;  alfo  great  improvements  were  made  in  buildings,  and 
more  noblemen's  and  gentlemen's  country-feats  were  re-edified,  in  greater  beauty  and  large- 
nefs  than  had  ever  before  been  known.  •*  And  certainly,"  fays  he,  **  to  the  great  ornament 
"  of  the  kingdom,  though  to  the  decay  of  hofpitality."  All  which,  however,  when  rightly 
confidered,,  was  no  other  than  the  natural  effefts  of  our  increafing  riches  and  commerce. 

*«  The  Proteftants  in  France,"  fays  Mr.  Burchet,  in  his  Naval  Hiftory,  **  were  become  fa 
*•  powerful  in  a  numerous  fhipping,  that  in  the  year  1573,  they  committed  fpoil,  without 
**  diftia£Hon,  on  all  they  met,  and  plundered  feveral  Englifh  fhips.  Whereupon  Queen 
**  Elizabeth  fent  out  Holftock,  comptroller  of  tlie  navy,  with  a  fquadron  ;  wha  retooL  fcve- 
**  ral  Englifh  fhips,  feized  on  fome  of  thofe  cruizers,  and  difperfed  the  reft," 
1^74  Bondage  was  not  as  yet  quite  worn  out  in  England  ;  as  we  find  in  vol.  xv.  p.  731,.  of  the 
Foedera;  where,  in  the  year  1574,  we  fee  Queen  Elizabeth's  commiflion  to  her  Lord  Trcafurer 
Burleigh,  and  Sir  William  Mildmay,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  ••  for  enquiring  into  the 
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1574  **  lands,  tenements,  and  other  goods,  of  all  her  bond- men  and  bond- women  in  the  counties 
**  of  Cornwall,  Devon,  Somcrfet,  and  Gloucefter,  viz.  fuch  as  were  by  blood  (i.e.  birth) 
♦*  in  a  flavifh  condition,  by  being  bom  in  any  of  her  manors  ;  and  to  compound  with  all  or 
"  any  fuch  bond-men  or  bond-women  in  thofe  four  counties,  for  their  manumiffion  or  frec- 
"  dom  ;  and  for  their  enjoying  their  faid  lands,  tenements,  and  goods,  as  freemen."  By  this 
commiAion,  probably,  confiderable  fums  of  money  were  raifed  for  that  Queen's  ufe;  the  com- 
monalty continually  growing  richer  by  the  gradual  increafe  of  the  national  commerce. 

The  Chronicon  Preciofum  gives  us  an  account  of  fo  great  a  dearth  at  London,  that  wheat 
rofe  to  two  pounds  fixteen  fhillings  per  quarter,  and  beef  at  Lammas  to  one  pound  ten  (hil- 
lings per  ftonc  :  yet  after  harveft,  wheat  fell  to  one  pounds  four  fhillings  per  quarter,  that  is, 
three  fhillings  per  bufhel ;  which  was  flill  dear  for  the  time. 

Poland,  fays  Baron  Holberg,  was,  in  1574,  bleft  with  her  befl  monarch,  Stephen  Bathori, 
Prince  of  Tranfylvania  ;  who  not  only  made  many  excellent  laws,  but  by  keeping  a  body  of 
horfe  continually  flationed  on  the  frontiers  of  Tartary,  proved  the  meanS  of  bringing  the  Uk- 
raine to  be  cultivated,  after  having  lain  fo  long  untilled,  and  almoft  unpeopled,  on  account  of 
the  frequent  incurfions  of  the  Tartars  ;  in  confequence  of  which  wife  meafures,  that  country 
began  thence  to  be  adorned  with  cities  and  towns.  That  wife  King  likewife  humanized  the 
Coflacks,  till  then  a  barbarous  people. 

It  was  in  the  reign  of  the  Sultan  Araurath  IIL  who  reigned  between  1574  and  1595,  that 
Crim  Tartary  was  firft  reduced  to  be  tributary  to  the  Turks  ;  which  conqucfl  has  very  often 
been  made  of  great  fervice  to  the  Sultans  againft  the  neighbouring  nations  of  Ruflia,  Poland, 
and  Hungary. 

1575  We  have  before  obfcrved,  under  the  year  1548,  that  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  for  political 
ends,  had  allowed  a  large  rate  of  intereft  on  the  great  fums  he  had  borrowed  of  the  republic  of 
Genoa,  which  was  alfo  for  fome  time  continued  by  his  fon.  King  Philip  II.  and  thofe  loans 
further  incrcafed  on  the  fccurity  of  the  revenues  of  Spain,  and  of  Spanilh  America  ;  and  al- 
though,  upon  King  Philip's  afterward  reducing  the  rate  of  interefl  on  thofe  debts  to  Genoa, 
he  had  given  affurances  that  the  reduced  intereft  fhould  afterward  be  punftually  paid,  yet  we 
find,  that  at  feveral  times  after,  and  particularly  in  the  year  1575,  King  Philip  again  put  a  ftop 
to  the  payment  of  their  arrears  of  intereft,  at  a  time  when  divifions  ran  high  at  Genoa,  be- 
tween the  old  and  new  nobility.  The  interruptions  of  regular  payment,  were  faid  to  have 
been  made  purely  for  keeping  the  ftate  of  Genoa  in  a  greater  dependence  upon  Spain;  though 
it  be  certain  alfo  that  King  Philip's  neceflities,  occafioned  by  his  boundlefs  views  and  immenfe 
expence,  were  a  principal  caufc  of  them.  On  occafion  of  the  prefent  ftoppage  of  the  intereft,  . 
that  Monarch  direfted  a  revifal  of  his  accounts  with  the  Genoefc  for  fifteen  years  backward, 
which  gtcatly  alarmed  them  ;  as,  according  to  their  hiftorian  De  Mailly,  vol.  ii.  b.  12.  *'  They 
••  had  taken  fuch  advantage  of  that  Prince's  neceflities,  as  to  have  made  eleven,  twelve,  and 
•*  fometimes  eighteen  per  cent,  intereft  on  their  loans  ;  fo  that  the  ancient  nobles  alone  had 
••  drawn  annually  from  Spain  a  revenue  of  fifteen  millions  of  gold."  And  this  review  of  the  court 
of  Spain,  is  faid  to  have  produced  a  further  reduftion  of  intereft  on  thofe  d  eht  due  to  Genoa. 

Notwithftanding  what  is  faid  under  the  year  1553,  it  is  plain  that  hitherto  the  Englifh  were 
not  fully  acquainted  with  the  whale-fifhery :  for,  in  the  firft  volume  of  Hakluyt's  Voyages, 
London,  printed  in  1598,  p.  413-14,  we  have  the  '*  requeft  of  an  honeft  merchant,  by  letter 
*\  to  a  friend  of  his,  to  be  advifed  and  diredted  in  the  courfe  of  killing  the  whale."  This  was 
in  the  year  1575.     The  anfwer,  in  fubflance^  wa$,  That  there  fhould  be  a  fhip  of  two  hund- 
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^575  ^^  tons  burthco,  with  proper  iHenfils  awd  inftKuincnta.  But  what  is  meft  particularly  to  be 
ohfcrved,  is,  that  all  the  necftffary  officers  were  tb^nt  to  be  had  from  Bifcay  :  which  ftiews, 
what  is  alfo  elfewhere  ren:iarked,  that  the  Bifcayaiis  were  the  earlieft  whale-fifhers  of  any  nation 
in  Europe,  excepting,  however,  the  people  of  Norway  ;  who,  we  have  feen,  even  as  faF  back 
a$  our  fitmous  King  Alfred's  time,  were  cnaployed  in  that  irade. 
1576  A  law  of  the  fifth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  xi.  having  revived  a  ftatute  of  thefixth  of 
King  Henry  V.  cap-  iii.  which  made  it  high  treafoii  in  any  that  (hauld  clip,  round,  wafh,  or 
file,  tlie  current  coins  of  England  ;  and  whereas,  firKe  the  enafling  thereof,  other  new  devices 
had  been  foumi  out,  for  impairing,  diniimfliing,  fcaling,  and  otlierwife  lightenirjg  the  coins 
of  England,  or  the  coins  of  other  realms  allowed  by  proclamation  to  be  current  in  England  ; 
all  the  faid  arts  were,  by  an  aft  of  this  cighteentli  of  Q^ieen  Ehzabeth,  cap.  i.  declared  to  be 
high  treafon. 

By  another  ftatute  of  this  fame  year,  cap,  xix.  all  tlxe  ftreets  of  the  city  of  Chichefter  were 
firft  direfted  to  be  paved  with  ftone. 

An  accommodation  being,  at  length,  patched  up  between  tlie  old  and  the  new  nobility  of 
Genoa,  after  their  quarrels  had  brought  the  very  being  of  the  republic  into  great  danger,  it  was 
in  this  year  1576,  ftipulated,  according  to  Dc  Mailly's  Hiftory  of  Genoa,  vol.  II.  lib.  xii. 
**  That  both  old  and  new  nobility  fhould  for  ever  after  be  deemed  but  one  body ;  utterly  abo- 
"  lifhingthe  former  diftinftion  of  old  and  new  nobles.  And  as  idlenefs  is  ever  pernicious 
**  to  the  public,  noblemen  were  now  permitted  to  exercife  certain  arts  or  trades,  and  alfo  to 
"  praQife  a  wholefale  trade  or  merchandize,  without  any  difhonour  to  tlicir  nobility  ;. pro- 
**  vided,  however,  that  they  Ihould  not  keep 'an  open  or  retail  fhop.'* 

In  vol.  XV.  p.  756,  of  the  Foedera,  Queen  Elizabeth  grants  to  Edward  Bailano,  one  of 
her  muficians,  one  fhilling  and  eight-pence  per  day,  during  his  life,  or  thirty  pounds  eight 
fhillings  and  four-pence  yearly ;  the  fame  as  his  father  had  enjoyed  in  the  fame  ftation. 

Under  this  fame  year  1576,  Hakluyt  acquaints  us,  that  altliough  the  Ruffia  company  had 
an  exclufive  charter,  which,  as  we  have  fccn,  was  confirmed  by  an  aft  of  Parliament,  yet  we 
find  that  Alderman  Bond,  once  before  mentioned,  had  difputes  with  that  company,  becaufe 
of  his  trading  without  their  leave  to  Narva  in  Livonia,  and  alfo  to  Kola,  Kegor,  &c.  in 
Kuffian  Lapland  ;  but  Narva  was  then  under  the  Swedes. 

At  this  time,  and  fome  years  before,  the  Ruffia  company  had  been  at  a  confiderable  expence 
in  fending  out  Ihips  for  difcovering  a  fuppofed  paffage  through  Waigats  Streight,  north-eaft- 
ward  to  China  and  the  Eaft  Indies.  But  they  were  abfolutely  obftrufted  by  the  ice,  as  well  as 
by  the  intcnfe  cold  of  that  mifcrable  Streight. 

In  this  year  there  happened  in  Antwerp  a  furious  mutiny  of  the  Spanifh  garrifon,  for  want 
of  their  pay;  wherein  the  citizens  were  grievoufly  infultcd,  and  compelled  to  give  them  four 
hundred  thouiand  florins.  They  rifled  the  houfes  of  the  Englifti  merchants,  and  compelled 
them  to  pay  them  a  great  fum  in  gold  for  their  ranfom.  A  fad  prefage  of  what  was  fo  fatally 
to  happen  nine  years  after. 
^577  The  Englifti  genius  was  not  to  be  difcouraged  by  former  unfuccefsful  attempts  towards  find- 
ing a  paflage  to  China  and  Eaft  India  without  interfering  with  the  Portaguefe,  by  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  fouth-eaftward,  nor  with  Spain  fouth-weftward,  by  the  ftreights  of  Magellan : 
and  as  a  north-eaflward  paflage  had  already  been  attempted  in  vain,  there  feemed  now  only  the 
north-weftward  paflage  to  be  explored,  which  we  have  feen  had  been  in  part  already  attempted 
by  Frobilher.     The  Portuguefe  and  Spaniflx  chart-makers,  and  cofmographers,  were,  it  fcems, 
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IJ77  cxprefsly  enjoined  by  their  fovereigns  not  to  give  any  kind  of  light  to  other  nations  in  this 
refpeft  ;  becaufe  the^  were  juftly  apprehenfivc,  if  there  were  any  fuch  north-weft  paflage,  that 
it  would  prove  a  much  Ihorter  courfc  to  India  and  China  than  theirs,  either  by  the  fouth-eaft 
or  fouth-weft  paflage.  For  the  purpofe  of  encouraging  the  Englilh  to  this  attempt,  feveral 
treatifes  were  publifhed  by  Sir  Humphry  Gilbert,  Mr.  Richard  Willes,  &c.  which  were  raoftly 
founded  upon  the  romantic  reports  of  certain  ancient  as  well  as  of  fome  more  modern  authors, 
without  any  folid  probability.  Yet,  upon  fuch  grounds  as  thefe,  and  the  encouragement  of 
friends,  Captain  Frobifher  made  his  fecond  attempt,  in  the  year  1577,  with  one  of  the 
Queen's  own  fhips,  two  barks,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  perfons,  fome  of  whom  were  gen- 
tlemen. He  again  entered  the  ftrcights  he  had  named  after  himfelf  in  his  former  attempt, 
where  he  found  ftore  of  the  glittering  ftones  and  fand  he  had  feen  in  his  iaft  voyage,  with 
which  he  now  loaded  his  veflels  :  and  as  it  is  unneceflary  to  relate  his  adventures  with  the  fa- 
vages,  fo  often  already  printed,  we  fhall  only  add,  that  he  returned  home  the  fame  year  with 
his  imaginary  treafure,  which  afterwards,  upon  a  more  folid  trial,  proved  of  no  value. 

In  vol.  XV.  p.  769,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  have  a  commiflion  iflued  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  for 
the  reftitution  of  fhips  and  merchandize  formerly  taken  from  the  Portuguefe;  which  reftitu- 
tion  was  thereby  declared  to  be  in  confequence  of  a  treaty  with  the  King  of  Portugal;  yet  this 
treaty  itfelf  is  not  in  the  Foedera,  unlefs  it  be  that  of  1572. 

And  in  the  feven  hundred  and  feventieth  page  of  the  fame  volume,  the  very  famecom- 
miflioners  are  impowered  to  treat  with  thofe  of  the  French  King,  concerning  depredations  and 
captures  at  fea,  and  of  other  injuries  on  both  fides. 

In  the  fame  volume  of  the  Foedera  alfo,  we  fee  a  fimilar  commiflion  to  treat  with  the  com- 
miflioners  of  Scotland,  for  rcdreifing  the  grievances  fo  long  complained  of  by  the  council 
and  merchants  of  King  James  VI.  then  a  minor,  being  on  account  of  depredations  committed 
on  the  feas,  &c.  on  the  Scotifh  fliips  and  merchandize. 

Queen  Elizabeth  fends  Mr.  Edmund  Hogan,  as  her  envoy  to  Muley  Abdelmelek,  Empe- 
ror of  Morocco ;  in  which  country  there  were  already  fome  Englilh  merchants  rcfident ;  for 
whom  were  now  obtained  certain  commercial  privileges.  Here  he  found  alfo  certain  Spanifli, 
Portuguefe,  and  French  merchants.  Sir  William  Monfon,  in  his  Naval  Trafts,  obferves, 
**  That,  by  degrees,  the  Englifh  have  beaten  the  Portuguefe  out  of  that  trade,  though  at  firft 
•*  they  laboured  to  do  the  like  by  us." 

The  ingenious  author  of  the  prefent  State  of  England,  inoftavo,  1683,  obferves,  that  about 
this  time,  pocket  watches  were  firft  brought  into  England  from  Gennany.  Nurcnberg  is 
ufually  afligncd  for  the'  place  where  watches  were  firft  invented  ;  tliough  the  time  of  their  in- 
vention is  very  uncertain. 
1578  The  fuppofed  gold  ore  which  Frobifher  brought  home  in  former  voyages  from  Meta-incog- 
nita,  as  Queen  Elizabeth  liad  named  the  countries  about  Frobifher's  Streights,  together  witli 
the  hopes  of  a  north-weft  pafl^age  to  what  they  ftill  called  Cathai,  /.  e.  China,  encouraged  the 
Queen  to  appoint  commiflioncrs  for  thofe  ends ;  who  at  firft  making  a  fuppofed  proof  of  that 
ore,  and  alfo  afligning  certain  grounds  for  the  probability  of  a  paflage,  Frobifher  was  there- 
upon, in  the.  year  1578,  fent  out  the  third  and  Iaft  time,  with  fifteen  Ihips,  and  with  miners 
for  the  ore,  which  they  were  to  load  homeward  the  fame  year,  and  to  leave  one  hundred  and 
twenty  perfons  to  inhabit  the  above  named  Mcta-mcognita,  with  three  fhips  to  attend  them. 
They  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  Frobifher's  Streights,  (it  may  feem  fomewhat  fttange,  they 
could  not  hit  upon  Davis's  Streights,  which  was  fo  near  them,  were  it  not  that  the  fuppofed 
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1578  gold  ore  led  them  eagerly  thither  again.)     They  loft  one  of  their  fhips,  confumcd  their  pro- 

vifions,  and  returned  home,  without  leaving  any  perfons,  as  they  had  intended,  to  fettle  iri 

that  country,  or  the  making  any  ufeful  difcovcry,  or  even  fo  much  as  going  into  the  Streights: 

they  however  loaded   their  Ihips  with  three  hundred  tons  of  the  fuppofed  treafurc,  and  after 

much  hazard  by  ice  and  ftorms,  they  returned  home  one  by  one. 

N.  B.  In  thefe  old  northern  voyages,  they  frequently  mention  an  ifland  which  they  called 
Friefland,  and,  probably,  was  part  of  th^  main  land  of  Labrador,  or  clfe  of  old  Greenland, 
taken  by  them  for  a  great  ifland  ;  and  concerning  which  there  were  various  romantic  ftories 
in  thofe,  and  even  later  times.  Their  fuppofed  gold  ore,  brought  home  in  this  and  former 
voyages,  was  at  length  found  to  be  of  no  value  whatever,  being  nothing  more  than  a  glitter- 
ing or  fhining  fand.  Dr.  Heylin  is  the  laft  author  of  eminence  who  mentions  this  non- 
entity of  Friefland  Ifle;  telling  us  the  names  of  towns,  and  of  its  being  well  frequented  hj 
Europeans,  for  its  plenty  of  fifli,  confounding  it,  raofl:  probably,  with  Iceland,  or  with  old 
Greenland,  &c.  This  is  one  inftance,  among  many,  of  the  inaccuracy  of  our  earlieft  maps. 
In  our  old  voyage  books  there  is  a  romantic  ftory  of  two  Venetian  brothers,  named  Zeni,  who 
were  fliipwrecked  on  this  fuppofed  ifle  about  three  hundred  years  ago ;  but  the  whole  is  fo  ex- 
travagant, that  no  one  now  pays  any  regard  to  it.  This  fable  was,  it  feems,  taken  from  the 
letters  of  one  of  thefe  two  brothers,  and  publiflied  by  a  Francifco  Marcellino. 

In  this  fame  year  1578,  Hakluyt  gives  us  an  account  of  the  Newfoundland  fifliers  from  Eu- 
rope in  the  preceding  year,  viz.  *'  one  hundred  fliips  from  Spain,  fifty  from  Portugal,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  from  France,  and  fifteen  from  England. — That  the  Englifli  had  the  beft 
*'  fliips,  and  therefore  gave  tlie  law  to  the  reft,  being  in  the  bays  the  proteGors  of  others  ;  for 
*'  which  it  was  then,  and  had  been  of  old,  a  cuftom  to  make  them  fome  fort  of  acknow- 
**  Jedgment  as  Admirals ;  fuch  as,  a  boat  load  of  fait,  for  guarding  them  from  pirates,  and 
"**  other  violent  intruders,  who  often  drive  them  from  a  good  harbour,  &c.'*  He  fays,  **  the 
*^'  fiftiery  of  the  Englifli  at  Iceland  was  the  rcafon  we  had  not  then  fuch  numbers  of  fhips  at 
**  Newfoundland. — That  the  Spaniards  had  then,  next  to  the  Englifli,  the  beft  Ihips  there. — 
•*  That  there  were  alfo  twenty  or  thirty  fliips  from  Bifcay,  to  kill  whales  for  train  oil."  But 
here  is  no  mention  as  yet  of  whale-fins,  or  whale-bone,  in  our  days  of  fo  great  value ;  which 
/hews  its  life  for  womens  ftays,  &c.  was  not  then  known.  His  friend,  in  a  letter  from  New- 
foundland, is  earneft  for  the  Englifli  to  fettle  at  the  ifle  of  Cape  Breton  for  the  benefit  of  the 
fifliery,  and  m  another  ifle  at  the  mouth  of  the  great  river  St.  Laurence,  Hakluyt  was  in  thofe 
times  a  moft  indefatigable  enquirer  after  new  trades  and  difcoveries,  and  was  undoubtedly  of 
great  ufe  to  our  adventurers,  by  giving  them  much  light  into  the  nature  and  means  of  difco- 
veries,  and  feems  to  have  been  a  public  blefling  to  England  in  thofe  days. 

In  the  fifteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  784,  we  have  Queen  Elizabeth's  firft  public  trea- 
ty with  the  States  General  of  the  then  feemingly  all  United  Netherlands,  on  their  firft  revolt 
from  Spain  ;  dated  at  Bruflels,  feventh  of  January  1578.  It  is  entitled,  An  ofFenfive  and  de- 
fenfivc  Treaty  of  Peace  concluded  with  the  Belgic  States,  herein  ftiled,  the  **  prelates,  nobles, 
**  deputies  of  cities,  members  of  Brabant,  Guelderland,  Flanders,  Artois,  Hainault,  Valcn- 
«*  clennes,  Lifle,  Douay,  Orchies,  Holland,  Zealand,  Namur,  Tournay,  Utrecht,  Mech- 
**  lin,  Friefland,  Overyfl'el,  and  Groningen." 

As  this  treaty  was  chiefly  for  the  mutual  fupport  of  each  other,  againft  the  then  exorbitant 
power  of  Spain,  it  is  needlefs  to  be  very  particular  in  all  Us  articles. 

••  I.  The 
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1578      "  I.  The  firft  article  confirms  all  the  treaties  made  between  England  and  the  Houfe  of 
•*  Burgundy,  unlefs  otherwife  to  be  ftipulated. 

**  II.  No  tranfaftion  of  importance,  relating  to  peace  or  war  in  the  Netherlands,  fhall  be 
**  concluded  without  the  Queen's  participation ;  whofe  Minifters  fhall  be  prefent  at  all  fuch 
**  deliberations. 

*•  III.  Mutual  general  afliftance  to  each  other,  with  equal  military  forces. 

**  IV.  All  controverfics  among  the  ftates  fhall  be  referred  to  her  arbitration. 

**  V.  If  the  Queen  fhall  find  herfelf  obliged  to  fit  out  a  fleet  for  guard  of  the  feas,  the  flates, 
"  at  her  inflance,  fhall  join  it  with  forty  fhips  of  theirs,  with  failors,  foldiers,  and  ammuni- 
"  tion,  to  be  under  the  Queen's  command.  None  of  which  fhips  to  be  .of  lefs  burden  than 
**  forty  tons. 

**  VI.  Rebels  not  to  be  proteftcd  on  either  fide. 

*'  VII.  The  States  to  make  no  treaty  nor  alliance  with  any  Prince  or  State  whatever,  with- 
"  out  her  confent. 

**  VIII.  The  prefent  and  future  governors  in  the  Netherlands,  fhall  ratify  and  confirm  all 
"  the  articles  of  this  treaty,  in  the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Catholic  King. 

**  IX.  Whenever  a  treaty  of  peace  fhall  be  concluded  between  the  faid  States  and  the  Ca- 
**  tholic  King,  the  States  fhall  oblige  the  faid  King  of  Spain  to  confirm  and  make  perpetual 
"  all  fuch  of  the  faid  articles  as  the  Queen  fhall  then  judge  expedient  and  convenient." 

c-       J  i_       f  Francis  Walfingham, 
^'S^'^'^'^y     land  Thomas  Wyldon. 
«  Sealed  with  the  Quecn^s  feal,  and  with  the  feal  of  the  dutchy  of  Brabant,  in  tlie  name  of  all 

**  the  States  General." 

Happy  had  it  been  for  the  general  liberty  and  independence  of  Europe,  (in  all  probability) 
had  all  the  provinces  and  cities  named  in  this  treaty  remained  united  to  this  day,  fo  as  to  have 
been  able  to  have  defended  their  own  barrier  from  the  encroachments  of  France  or  Spain  and 
thereby  to  have  faved  fo  much  Englifh  blood  and  treafure  lavifhed  in  defence  of  a  people  at 
prefent  difrcgardlefs  of  their  befl  friends,  as  well  as  of  their  once  highly  prized  barrier. 

Queen  Elizabeth  had  for  a  long  time  kept  the  Hanfeatics,  or  Steelyard  German  merchants 
in  fufpencc  with  relation  to  the  cxpefted  renewal  of  their  old  commercial  immunities,  until  by 
degrees  her  own  fubjefts  had  confiderably  increafed  in  foreign  trade  and  fhipping.  The  Han- 
featics at  length  finding  they  could  not  fhake  her  firmnefs,  applied  to  the  Emperor  Rodolph 
II.  as  being  his  fubjefts,  flrongly  pleading  the  neceffity  of  obliging  her  to  yield  to  their  being 
rcinllated  in  their  faid  old  and  now  mofl  unreafonable  immunities,  viz.  particularly  for  their 
paying  only  the  ancient  cuflom  of  one  per  cent.  The  Queen  replied  to  that  Emperor's  rc- 
monftrances,  that  fhe  had  done  the  Hanfeatics  no  kind  of  wrong,  having  treated  them  on  the 
fame  footing  in  which  fhe  had  found  them  at  her  accefiion  t6  the  crown ;  as  it  was  her  fifter 
who  had  abolifhed  that  old  duty,  and  laid  on  that  now  fubfifling. 

This  anfwer  was  far  from  giving  fatisfaftion  ;  and  the  Hanfeatics  growing  louder  In  their 
complaints  all  over  Germany,  they  at  length  iflued  a  prohibition  of  the  Englifli  merchants  to 
refidc  any  longer  at  Hamburg. 

Hereupon  the  Queen,  being  juflly  incenfed,  began  to  treat  them  more  roughly;  and  in  this 

fame  year  1578,  fhe  publifhed  a  declaration,  annulling  all  their  ancient  immunities,  now  only 

allowing  them  the  fame  commercial  privileges  that  other  foreigners  enjoyed.     Soon  after  fhe 

iflued  her  proclamation,  prohibiting  all  foreigners,  and  particularly  the  Hans  or  Steelyard 

^®^'  "•  T  merchants 
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1578  merchants  by  name,  from  exporting  Englifli  wool.  This  prohibition  was  faid  to  be  owing  to 
the  induftrious  Proteftant  Nctherlanders,  who  had  been  lately  driven  out  by  the  Spanifh  go- 
vernors, and  had  fettled  in  England,  who  advifcd  the  Queen  to  forbid  the  exportation  of  wool 
unmanufaftured.  (The  royal  author  of  the  Memoirs  of  Brandenburg  obferves,  that  the  ma- 
nufafturers  of  Brandenburg  had  made  no  good  cloth,  till  the  French  refugees  came  thither,  iiv 
the  year  1685,  without  a  mixture  of  Englilh  wool ;  and  that  as  foon  as  that  wool  was  withheld, 
the  manufafture  declined.  He  alfo  adds,  that  the  Eleftors  of  Saxony,  Auguftus  and  Chrif- 
tian,  followed  Queen  Elizabeth's  example,  by  inviting  Flemifh  artifts ;  who  put  their  ma- 
nufafture  into  a  flouriihing  condition.)  This  was  a  frefh  blow  to  the  Hanfeatics ;  and  in 
confequence  of  it,  in  the  following  year  1579,  their  General  Aflembly  at  Lunenburg  laid  a 
duty  of  feven  and  three-fourths  per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported  into  their  territories  by  Eng- 
lifhmen,  or  exported  by  them.  Queen  Elizabeth,  therefore,  immediately  laid  an  equal  duty 
of  feven  and  three-fourths  per  cent,  on  all  merchandize  either  imported  or  exported  by  the 
German  Steelyard  merchants.  Thus  matters  became  more  and  more  embroiled  between  Eng- 
land and  the  German  Hans-towns,  the  magnanimous  Queen  being  firmly  determined  never 
to  yield  to  their  unreafonable  demands.     And  here  we  fhall  leave  this  point  for  the  prefent. 

According  to  Hakluyt,  the  Englifh  Ruffia  company  complained  in  this  year  of  the  Hol- 
landers, for  trading  to  Kola,  a  port  in  Ruffian  Lapland,  where,  it  feems,  there  was  a  very- 
great  trade  for  fi(h-oil,  as  alfo  for  falmon  ;  from  which  place  that  company's  Ihips  fometimes 
brought  home  ten  thoufand  of  thofefilh. 

1579  Although,  as  we  have  feen  under  the  year  1561,  the  city  of  Hamburg  had  fmarted  for  her 
old  pretenfions  to  a  fovereignty  on  the  river  Elbe ;  yet  fhe  ftill  kept  up  the  fame  romantic 
claim.  This  provoked  Frederick  H.  King  of  Denmark,  (as  had  alfo  formerly  been  done)  to 
forbid  them  all  his  ports :  which  prohibition  was  found  to  be  fo  prejudicial  to  their  intcrefts, 
that  in  order  to  be  reftored  to  that  liberty,  they  were  obliged  to  ftipulate  to  pay  that  Prince^ 
four  hundred  thoufand  livres  in  five  years  time. 

The  Duke  of  Parma  fucceeding  to  the  governiiient  of  the  Netherlands,  upon  the  death  of 
Don  John  of  Auftria,  he  began  his  government  with  the  taking  the  ftrong  town  of  Maeftricht 
from  the  States,  and  next  by  reducing  the  Walloon  provinces  of  Artois,  Hainault,  and  Wal- 
loon Flanders,  by  capitulation,  to  the  dominion  of  Spain.  In  confequence  of  which,  and  for 
other  reafons,  the  Prince  of  Orange,  duly  confidering  the  emulation  amongft  the  great  men^ 
as  well  as  that  the  difference  of  religion  in  the  feveral  provinces  could  hardly  ever  be  recon- 
ciled ;  and  being  at  the  fame  time  defirous  to  fecure  himfelf,  and  to  eftablifti  as  far  as  poflible 
the  Proteftant  religion,  he  procured  the  States  of  Guelderlapd,  Holland,  Zealand,  Friefland^ 
and  Utrecht,  to  meet  at  the  laft-named  city,  in  this  year  1579  :  when  they  mutually  and  fo- 
lemnly  ftipulated  to  defend  one  another,  as  one  joint  body,  and  with  united  confent  to  advifc 
of  peace,  war,  taxes,  &c.  and  alfo  to  fopport  liberty  of  confcience.  And  to  compleat  the 
number  of  feven  provinces  now  of  the  United  Netherlands,  Overyflel  and  Groningen  were 
foon  after  admitted  into  the  union ;  an  union  which  in  a  few  years  formed  the  moft  potent  re- 
public which  the  world  had  feen  fince  that  of  antient  Rome ;  and  of  thegreateft  commerce 
and  maritime  power  that  (as  a  republic)  ever  was  on  earth.  For  that  fo  fmall  a  flate  Ihould, 
betwixt  this  year  1579,  and  the  year  1609,  not  only  preferve  its  independence  againft  the  then 
mightieft  potentate  in  Europe,  but  likewife  get  footing  in  Flanders,  by  maftering  the  ftrong 
and  important  port  and  town  of  Sluys,  with  Hulft,  &c. — to  ruin  the  trade  of  the  moft  famous 
city  of  Antwerp  j— to  conquer  the  ftrong  forts  of  Bergen-op-Zoom,  Breda,  and  feveral  other 
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1579  places  on  the  Meufe  and  Rhine,  &c. — alfo  to  attack  and  annoy  fo  great  a  monarch  In  his  own 

ports  at  home ;  and  notwithftanding  all  the  vaft  cxpence  of  fuch  great  exploits,  to  grow  rich 
and  opulent,  as  well  as  potent,  will  perhaps  fcarcely45>btain  an  hiftorical  credit  in  another  cen- 
tury ;  but  with  us  it  ferves  only  to  (hew  the  immcnfe  efFefts  of  an  univerfally  extended  com- 
merce, and  an  indefatigable  induftry,  joined  to  an  unparalleled  parfimony,  and  unremitting 
ceconomy.    ^ 

Soon  after  this  famous  period,  the  induftrious  and  parfimonious  traders  of  thofe  united  pro- 
vinces pulhed  into  a  confiderable  fliarc  of  that  commerce  to  feveral  parts  of  Europe  which  till 
then  England  had  folely  enjoyed  :  yet  the  great  arid  happy  acceffion  of  the  fugitive  Walloons 
into  England  about  the  fame  time,  by  whofe  aid  the  old  Englifh  drapery  was  fo  greatly  im- 
proved, and  many  new  and  profitable  manufaftures  introduced,  more  than  counter-balanced 
the  lofs  of  fome  part  of  the  Englifh  commerce  to  the  Dutch  traders.  Neverthelefs,  the  im- 
menfenefs  of  the  fiftiery  of  thofe  Netherland  provinces,  with  which  they  about  this  time  fup- 
plied  mofl  part  of  the  world,  is  almoft  incredible  ;  and  could  only  be  defcribed  by  fo  great 
a  genius  as  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  Their  Eaft  India  trade  foon  after  this  time  commenced,  and, 
like  all  new  trades,  brought  mod  profit  in  the  beginning,  frequently  fo  much  as  twenty  times 
the  original  capital.  In  fhort,  the  Hollanders  foon  thruft  thcmfelves  into  every  corner  of  the 
univerfe  for  new  means  of  commerce,  and  for  vending  their  vaftly  improved  manufaftures : 
fo  that  Amfterdam  foon  became  (what  it  flill  is)  the  immenfe  magazine  or  ftaple  for  almofl  all 
the  commodities  of  the  univerfe. 

Many  indeed  were  the  grounds  or  caufes  of  fo  great  a  change  in  the  condition  of  thofe  Ne- 
therland provinces,  in  about  lefs  than  half  a  century:  one  very  great  one  was  what  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple  obferves,  viz.  **  That  the  perfecutions  for  matters  of  religion  in  Germany 
**  under  Charles  V. — in  France,  under  Henry  II. — and  in  England,  under  Queen  Mary,  had* 
**  forced  great  numbers  of  people  out  of  all  thofe  countries,  to  flielter  themfelves  in  the  feveral 
**  towns  of  the  feventeen  provinces,  where  the  anticnt  liberties  of  the  country,  and  the  privi- 
**  leges  of  the  cities,  had  been  inviolate  under  fo  long  a  fucceffion  of  Princes,  and  gave  pro- 
**  te£tion  to  thofe  opprefled  flrangers,  who  filled  their  cities  with  people  and  trade.  But  when 
**  the  feven  provinces  had  united,  and  began  to  defend  themfelves  with  fuccefs,  under  the 
**  conduft  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  the  countenance  of  England  and  France,  and  when 
*'  the  perfecutlon  began  to  grow  (harp,  on  account  of  religion,  in  the  Spanifh  Netherland 
*'  provinces,  all  the  profeflbrs  of  tlie  reformed  religion,  and  haters  of  the  Spanifh  dominion, 
**  retired  into  the  flrong  cities  of  this  new  commonwealth,  and  gave  the  fame  date  to  the 
**  growth  of  trade  there,  and  the  decay  of  it  at  Antwerp." 

It  would  be  too  tedious  to  inftance  all  other  caufes  of  the  vaft  increafe  of  the  wealth  and 
power  of  the  XjRited  Netherlands,  in  thofe  early  times  and  afterwards :  fuch  as, 

I.  The  long  <:ivil  wars,  firft  in  France,  next  in  Germany,  and  laftly  in  England ;  which 
drove  thither  all  that  were  perfecuted  at  home  for  their  religion. 

II.  Moderation  and  toleration  to  all  forts  of  quiet  and  peaceable  people  naturally  produce 
wealth,  confidence  and  ftrength  to  fuch  a  country. 

III.  The  natural  ftrength  of  their  country,  improved  by  their  many  fluices  for  overflowing 
it,  and  rendering  it  inacceflible  to  land  armies. 

IV.  The  free  conftitution  of  their  government.     And, 

V.  The  fafety,  fecurity,  and  convenience  of  the  bank  of  Amfterdam,  for  all  men's  pro- 
perty, &c. 
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1579  As  we  apprehend  a  proper  provifion  for  the  poor  in  every  well  regulated  country  to  be  of 
confiderablc  importance  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of  fociety,  we  fliall  take  notice  of  an  aft  of 
the  fixth  of  King  James  VL  in^^cotland,  in  the  year  1579;  which  was  made  "  for  the 
**  punilhment  of  vagabonds  and  flurdy  beggars  and  for  confining  all  other  beggars  to  their 
**  own  proper  parifhes  ;  alfo  for  taxing  all  the  inhabitants  of  parifhcs  to  a  weekly  contribution 
"  for  fuftaining  all  their  own  beggars  ;  and  to  give  pafles  to  the  poor  of  other  parifhes.  And 
**  in  poorer  parilhes,  the  poor  to  have  authentic  licences  to  beg  their  meat  from  houfe  to 
**  houfe  in  their  own  parifli,  fo  as  to  be  fuftained  within  the  fame,  without  being  chargeable 
*'  to  others,  or  to  ftrangers."  A  very  good  law  this,  had  it  been  duly  executed.  But  al- 
though it  was  afterward  ratified  in  the  fame  and  following  reigns ;  and  that  in  King  Charles 
Second's  reign,  work-houfes,  called  houfes  of  correftion,  were  appointed  for  employing  the 
poor  in  all  burghs,  and  overfeers  were  appointed  in  every  parilh  for  coUefting  contributions 
for  that  end ;  and  that  all  former  laws  were  ratified  by  laws  of  the  late  King  William ;  yet  thii 
point  is  not,  to  this  day,  efFeftually  provided  for. 

The  laws  made  in  this  fame  year  in  Scotland,  againft  the  exportation  of  falted  flefti 
and  coals,  feem  to  us,  at  this  diftance,  not  fo  well  calculated  for  the  benefit  of  that  country; 
which,  breeding  an  infinite  number  of  black  cattle,  and  producing  coals  in  vaft  qtiantities,  it 
Ihould  feem  to  have  been  more  prudently  devifed,  to  have  promoted  the  breeding  of  the  for- 
mer, and  the  digging  of  the  latter,  and  thereby  a  greater  exportation  of  both,  for  the  benefit 
of  that  nation. 

By  another  Scotch  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  fame  year,  "  every  one  refiding  in  the  Nethcr- 
•*  lands  for  commerce,  was  to  pay  ten  pounds  Flemilh,  or  about  fix  pounds  ftcrling,  as 
•'  entrance  money,  for  leave  to  trade  there.'*  Another  law,  of  this  fame  year,  confifcates  all 
the  goods  and  merchandize  of  non-freemen,  trading  thither ;  of  which  confifcation,  two-thirds 
were  to  go  to  the  crown,  and  one-third  to  the  Scotifh  confervator  in  the  Netherlands :  which 
laft-named  law  was  confirmed  in  the  year  1597. 

From  both  which  laws  it  appears,  that  the  Scots  trod  fn  the  very  fame  fteps  with  the  Eng- 
lifti,  in  relation  to  exclufive  or  reftriftive  laws  in  commercial  matters,  and  alfo  perfifted  therein 
long  after  England  faw  the  inconveniences  arifing  from  them. 

We  have  feeen,  in  various  periods  of  time,  that  the  merchants  of  England  had  charters  from 
the  crown,  for  regulating  their  commerce  into  the  Eaft  Country,  a  name  of  old,  and  ftill  given 
by  mercantile  people,  to  the  ports  of  the  Baltic  Sea ;  more  efpecially  thofe  of  Pruflia  and  Livo- 
nia. But,  in  this  twenty-firft  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  year  1579,  that  Queen,  agree- 
able to  the  genius  of  the  age,  granted  them  a  charter,  exclufive  of  all  who  fhould  not  take  up 
their  freedom  in  this  new  company,  the  name  of  which  was,  The  Fellowfhip  of  Eaft-land 
Merchants  :  their  privileges  were,  •*  to  enjoy  the  fole  trade^  through  the  Sound,  into  Nor- 
"  way,  Sweden,  Poland,  Lithuania,  (excepting  Narva,  which  was  within  the  Ruflia  com- 
•'  pany's  charter)  Pruflia,  and  alfo  Pomcrania,  from  the  river  Oder,  eaftward,  Dantzick, 
**  Elbing,  and  Koningfberg ;  alfo  to  Copenhagen  and  Elfinore,  and  to  Finland,  (here  called  an 
"  ifle)  Gothland,  Bornholm,  and  Oeland.  They  fliall  have  a  governor,  deputy,  or  deputies, 
**  and  twenty-four  afliftants ;  who  may  make  bye-laws,  and  impofe  f^nes,  imprifonment,  &c. 
♦«  on  all  non-freemen  trading  to  thofe  parts."  It  was  principally  defigned  by  tlie  Queen,  for 
the  encouragement  of  her  own  merchants  in  oppofition  to  the  Hanfeatics. 

This  was  what  is  called  in  England  a  regulated  company,  /.  e.  not  a  company  trading  in  a 
joint  ftock,  but  every  one  on  his  feparate  bottom,  under  certain  regulations.     We  fliall  fee 
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1579  this  charter  further  confirmed  by  one  from  King  Charles  L  in  the  year  629.  Neverthelefr^ 
this  company  had  been  frequently  complained  of  by  the  Englilh  merchants  as  a  monopoly, 
and  were  therefore  firft  curtailed  by  legal  authority,  as  we  fhall  fee,  in  the  year  1672.  And 
finally,  being,  with  all  other  monopolizing  companies,  (not  confirmed  by  Parliament)  deem- 
ed illegal  in  times  of  true  liberty,  after  the  revolution  1689,  in  confequencc  of  the  aft  called 
The  Declaration  of  Rights,  &c.  they  no  more  exift  commercially,  or  otherwife,  but  in  name 
only  ;  which  it  feems  they  ftill  keep  up,  by  continuing  to  eleft  their  annual  officers :  arrd  hav- 
ing, like  another  company  in  fimilar  circumftances,  viz.  that  of  the  Merchants  of  the  Staple, 
a  little  flock  in  our  public  funds,  the  interefl  whereof  defrays  the  expences  of  their  yearly 
meetings,  for  no  end  but  to  commemorate  their  former  exlflence  in  a  reflriftive  capacity ; 
and  at  thofe  meetings  they  flill  continue  to  cleft  tlieir  principal  annual  officers,  though  now 
merely  nominal. 

We  cannot  too  much  comniend  the  indefatigable  induflry  of  the  famous  patriot,  (for  fo  he 
juftly  deferves  to  be  fliled)  Mr.  Richard  Hakluyt,  of  the  Middle  Temple,  London,  in  fo 
carneflly  promoting  new  difcoveries  and  improvements  for  the  benefit  of  England.  We  find 
in  his  fecond  volume  of  voyages  and  difcoveries,  he  direfts  Morgan  Hubblethorne,  a  dyer,- 
fent  in  the  year  1579  into  Perfia,  to  learn  the  arts  of  dying  there,  and  of  making  of  carpets, 
&c.  ••  There  are,"  fays  he,  *•  perfons  there  who  (lain  linen  cloth  ;  it  hath  been  an  old  trade^ 
*'  in  England,  whereof  fome  excellent  cloths  yet  remain ;  although  tlie  art  be  now  lofl  in  this 
«  realm." 

In  the  fame  year,  William  Harburn,  an  Englifh  merchant,  fent  into  Turkey  by  Queeii' 
Elizabeth,  obtained  of  the  Sultan  Amurath  III.  that  the  Englifh  merchants  might  in  all  rc- 
fpefts  as  freely  refort  and  trade  to  Turkey,  as  was  permitted  at  this  time  to  the  French,  Vc- 
netians,  Germans  and  Poles  ;  by  which  conceflion  a  foundation  was  laid  for  the  Englifh  Tur* 
key  company,  which  was  foon  after  eflablifhed. 

1580  Sir  Francis  Drake  was  the  happy  undertaker  of  a  voyage,  which  proved  the  fecond 
circumnavigation  of  the  terraqueous  globe.  He  began  it  in  the  year  1577  ;  going  throuo^h  the 
Magellanic  Streight,  with  five  fhips,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty-four  men.  Drake,  at  St. 
Jago  of  Chili,  pillaged  that  place,  and  others  on  the  coafl,  which  was  in  faft  the  principal 
end  of  this  voyage.  In  fome  of  the  harbours  on  this  wefl  coafl  of  South  America,  he  feized 
on  fliips  which  had  no  perfon  in  them,  fo  fecure  then  were  the  Spaniards  in  thofe  feas,  as 
not  fo  much  as  to  dream  of  any  enemy  there.  He  at  length  took  the  immenfely  rich  prizc^ 
named  the  Cacofogo,  with  twenty-fix  ton  of  filver,  and  eighty  pounds  weight  of  gold,  befides 
jewels.  Sec. — Having  now  but  one  left  of  his  five  fhips,  in  which  all  his  treafure  was  em- 
barked ;  and  it  being  probable  that  the  Spaniards  would  intercept  him,  fhould  he  return  the 
way  he  came,  (through  the  Magellanic  Streight)  he  determined  to  fail  to  the  Moluccas,  and 
return  home,  as  the  Portuguefe  were  accuflomcd  to  do,  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Being 
obliged  to  fail  as  far  north,  fay  the  writers  of  thofe  times,  as  forty-eight  degrees,  in  order  to 
get  a  good  wind,  he  difcovered  the  large  peinfula  of  California,  which  he  named  New  Albion, 
fetting  up  a  pillar  and  plate,  on  which  Queen  Elizabeth's  name,  title,  &c.  were  engraved ;  the 
Spaniards  having  never  as  yet  had  footing  here.  At  the  Moluccas  and  at  Java,  Drake  wa$r 
well  treated,  in  the  year  1579,  and  arrived  in  England,  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  No- 
vember 1580. 

It  would  be  to  little  purpofe,  in  this  general  commercial  hiftory,  to  recount  the  many  vari- 
ous depredations  on  the  Spaniards  in  America,  by  the  Englifh,  French,  and  Dutch,  in  thofe- 
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1580  early  times,  before  Spain  had  fortified  its  ports  in  thofe  remote  parts.  But  in  our  days  we 
have  feen  and  felt  ^the  difficulties  attending  fuch  enterprizes,  although  they  have  fometimes 
proved  fucccfsful.  In  the  above  circumnavigation,  Drake  having  taken  great  quantities  of 
treafure  in  Spaniih  America,  the  Queen,  on  the  complaint  of  the  Spanifh  Ambaflador,  caufed 
the  fame,  or  at  leaft  a  great  part,  to  be  fequeftered  for  the  King  of  Spain's  ufe  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  aflerted  her  fubjefts  abfolute  freedom  to  navigate  the  Indian  feas,  as  much  as  any  of  that 
King's  fubjefls  ;  as  will  be  elfewhere  further  related. 

The  managers  of  the  Ruflia  Company  of  England  are,  without  doubt,  highly*  to  be  com- 
mended for  their  various  attempts  to  find  a  north-eaft  paflage  by  fea-to  China  and  the  Eaft  In- 
dies, how  unfuccefsful  foever  they  proved,  and  how  much  Soever  their  ultimate  views  might 
center  in  their  own  private  intereft.  In  this  year  1580,  they  fent  out  Pett  and  Jackman,  with 
two  barks,  to  try  a  paflage  that  way  through  the  flreights  of  Waigats.  After  many  perils  and 
difficulties  from  ice  and  intenfe  cold,  one  of  them  returned  home  unfuccefsful ;  but  the  other 
was  never  heard  of  more. 

In  this  fame  year.  King  Philip  II.  of  Spain  found  means  to  imitc  the  kingdom  of  Portugal 
to  that  of  Spain ;  a  very  important  acceffion  to  the  Spanifli  monarchy,  had  it  been  managed  to 
the  beft  advantage.  It  remained,  however,  in  this  united  ftate  for  fixty  years,  viz.  till  tlie 
year  1640,  when  Portugal  again  Ihook  ofFthe  SpaniQi  yoke,  by  the  means  of  John,  Duke  of 
Eraganza,  who  aflumed  the  title  of  King  John  IV. 

We  have  feen,  under  the  year  1250,  that  the  city  of  Norwich  was  even  then  become  a  con- 
siderable place.  In  the  following  century,  according  to  our  learned  and  judicious  Camden,  it 
greatly  increafed,  and  abounded  with  wealthy  citizens  ;  **  yet,"  adds  our  author,  "  it  is  part- 
•*  ly  indebted  for  its  profperity  to  the  Netherlanders,  who,  (when  they  could  no  longer  endure 
*'  the  tyranny  of  the  Duke  d'Alva,  nor  the  bloody  inquifition  then  eftablifhing  amongft  them) 
•*  flocked  to  England  in  great  numbers,  and  particularly  to  Norwich,"  where  they  firfl:  intro- 
*'  duced  the  manuf^fture  of  certain  flight  ftuflfs.  And,"  fays  Bifliop  Gibfon's  Continuation 
of  Camden's  Britannia,  fecond  edition,  1722,  **  according  to  tradition  there,  the  ornaments 
**  of  flriping  and  flowering  the  fluffs,  which  have  been  wonderfully  improved  by  the  ingenu- 
**  ity  of  the  weavers  of  late  years,  in  the  making  of  damaflcs,  camblets,  druggets,  black  and 
*'  white  crape,  &c. — So  that  it  is  computed,  (luffs  to  the^mount  of  feven  hundred  thoufand 
•*  pounds  have  fometimes  been  manufaftured  here  in  one  year.  The  Flemings  and  Wal- 
**  "loons,"  fays  Camden,  **  were  fettled  at  Norwich,  Colcheflfer,  Sandwich,  Maidfl:onc, 
**  Southampton,  &c.  where  they  firft  introduced  the  manufaflures  of  bays,  fays,  and  other 
*«  new  manufaftures  both  in  linen  and  woollen,  to  the  great  benefit  of  this  kingdom."  Yet 
with  refpeft  to  bays,  we  have  ftievvn  that  they  were  firft  brought  among  us  before  the  year 
1546. 

The  city,  or  rather  "the  fuburbs  of  London,  being  about  this  time  confiderably  increafed. 
Queen  Elizabeth,  in  this  year,  publiflied  a  proclamation,  forbidding  any  buildings  to  be  eredl- 
ed  on  new  foundations  within  three  miles  of  the  city  gates  ;  and  that  only  one  family  (hould 
inhabit  each  houfe.  Here  Mr.  Rapin,  in  his  Hiftory  of  England,  fubjoins,  '•  It  were  to  be 
**  wiflied  for  England,  that  this  prohibition  had  been  punftually  executed  even  to  this  day, 
*'  fince  the  city  is  fo  enlarged,  that  it  grows  a  monftrous  head  to  a  body  of  a  moderate  fize,  to 
*'  which  it  bears  no  proportion."  Notwithfl:anding  which  obfervation,  there  are  many  think- 
ing perfons  in  modern  times,  who  do  not-^view  this  increafe  in  that  bad  light ;  and  rather 
think  it  advantageous,  and  fokly  owing  to  the  gradual  increafe  of  our  wealth  and  commerce  ; 
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1580  and  that  even  this  great  Increafe  of  the  metropolis  is  attended  with  many  vilible  advantages  to 

the  nation,  elpecially  in  point  of  the  annual  fupplies,  and  of  ^the  public  credit,  as  well  as  to 
the  greater  confumption  of  the  produce  of  the  kingdom,  fo  much  for  the  benefit  of  the  landed 
intcrcft,  as  well  as  for  the  greater  confumption  of  all  kinds  of  our  manufaftures. 

In  this  fame  year  the  ufe  of  coaches  is  faid  to  have  been  firft  introduced  into  England,  by 
Fitz-Allen,  Earl  of  Arundell. 

1581  In  the  late  learned  Mr.. Thomas  Ruddiman*s  Preface  to  Anderfon's  very  magnificent  work, 
intitled,  Diplomata  et  Numifmata  Scotiae,  p.  74  and  75,  we  find  that  the  Scots,  who,  in  the 
year  1577,  debafed  their  filver  coins  fo  low  as  only  eight  ounces  fine,  had,  two  years  after, 
(in  the  feventh  Parliament  of  King  James  VI.)  brought  it  up  again  to  eleven  ounces  fine  ; — 
which  laft  regulation  was  confirmed  in  the  year  1581,  when,  likewife,  an  ounce  of  filver  of 
tliat  flandard,  was  coined  into  forty  Scotifii  (hillings,  as  in  England  it  was  into  five  EngH(h 
Ihillings.  So  that  the  proportion  between  the  nominal  Ihillings  and  pounds  of  the  two  king- 
doms was  now  as  eight  is  to  one. 

In  the  fame  year  158 1,  the  Scotifh  Parliament  made  a  fumptuary  law,  which  laid  heavy 
**  fines  on  all  under  the  degree  of  Dukes,  Earls,  Lords  of  Parliament,  Knights,  and  landed 
"  Gentlemen,  not  poflefled  of  at  leaft  two  thoufand  pounds  yearly  rent,  (or,  according  to 
"  the  above  proportion,  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  fterling)  who  (hall  wear  in  their  cloath- 
"  ing  or  lining  any  cloth  of  gold  or  filver,  velvet,  fattin,  dama(k,  ta(Faties,  fringes,  pa(r- 
•  "  ments,  (/.  e,  lace)  or  embroidery  of  gold,  filver,  or  filk  ;  or  any  lawn,  cambrick,  or  woollen 
"  cloth  made  in  foreign  parts  ;  (with  exception  of  certain  officers  and  magiftrates}  and  to  the 
"  end  that  all  others,  thus  debarred  from  foreign  fineries,  might  be  fupplied  with  cloths  and 
"  fluffs  of  home  manufafture,  whereby  alfo  the  poor  might  be  employed,  no  wool  was  thence- 
"  forth  to  be  exported,  under  forfeiture,  &c." — By  another  fumptuary  law  of  the  faid  Parlia- 
**  ment  this  fame  year,  all  but  the  before-named  degrees  of  men  **  were  forbid  the  ufe  of 
**  confeftions,  foreign  drugs,  and  coftly  fpices,  which  (it  feerns)  were  then  grown  fo  fre- 
"  quent,  and  fo  laviihly  ufed  at  weddings,  chriftenings,  and  other  banquets,  by  perfons  o£ 
«  low  eftate.*' 

The  city  of  Briftol  had  been,  for  many  ages,  a  place  of  very  confiderable  magnitude  as  well 
as  traffic.  In  tliis  fame  year  1581,  Queen  Elizabeth,  it  being  the  twenty-third  of  her  reign, 
granted  to  that  city  k  new  and  ample  charter,  Avith  many  immunities,  wherein  (he  calls  it  her 
city  of  Briftol,  and  terrr\s  it  a  large  and  populous  city. 

The  author  of  this  work  has  in  his  pofleffion  a  moft  judicious  pamphlet,  publifhed  in  this 
year  1581,  and  dedicated  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  wliich,  in  his  opinion,  merited  this  (hort  men- 
tion, being  intitled,  A  compendious  Examination  of  certain  ordinary  Complaints  of  divers  of 
our  Countrymen  in  thefe  our  days.  (By  W.  S.)  It  is  in  tlie  black  letter.  Therein,  public 
fpirit,  or  zeal  for  the  community, — the  point  of  inclofures  for  pafture,  then  fo  much  cla- 
moured againft, — the  dearth  of  provifions, — the  decay  of  towns, — the  niultitude  of  (heep, — 
the  coin's  being  worn  out, — the  true  ftandard  and  intrinfic  value  of  our  money,,  compared 
with  that  of  foreign  nations, — wool,  againft  its  exportation, — our  extravagant  love  of  foreign 
wares, — and  feveral  other  national  points  of  great  importance,  are  all  handled  in  fo  mafterly  a 
manner,  and  in  fo  pure  a  diftion  for  the  time  he  wrote,  as  to  give  room  for  conjedturing  it 
might  have  been  penned  by  the  direftion  of  that  Queen's  minifters,  fince  fcarcely  any  ordinary 
perfon,  in  thofe  early  days^  could  be  furni(hed  with  fo  copious  a  fund  of  excellent  matter. 
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1581  That  author,  fpeaking  of  the  arts  to  be  cheriflied  in  cities  and  towns,  admirably  well  ob- 
ferves,  **  that  often  even  one  minute  raanufafture,  made  peculiar  to  any  one  town,  has  en- 
**  riched  it.  I  have,"  fays  he,  "  heard  fay,  that  the  chief  trade  of  Coventry  was  heretofore 
**  in  making  of  blue  thread  :  and  then  that  town  was  rich,  even  upon  that  trade,  in  a  man- 
**  ner,  only  ;  and  now  our  thread  comes  all  from  beyond  fea ;  wherefore  that  trade  of  Coven- 
**  try  is  decayed,  and  thereby  the  town  likewife.  So  Briftow"  (Briftol)  **  had  a  great  trade 
**  by  making  of  points,  and  that  was  the  chief  myftery,  (;.  e.  manufafture)  "  that  was  exer- 
**  cifed  in  the  town."  But  here  our  author  fays  nothing  of  BriftoFs  decay,  for  it  was  then 
<juite  otherwife  with  that  city. 

This  author  is  perfeftlyjuft  in  his  opinion  of  keeping  up  the  purity,  parity,  and  quantity 
or  weight  of  the  filver  coin  ;  alfo  in  pleading  for  the  cafy  admiffion  of  foreign  artificers  into 
our  cities  and  towns,  &:c. 

In  the  fame  year  1581,  Queen  Elizabeth  lent  to  Francis,  Dukeof  Anjou,  one  hundred 
thoufand  gold  crowns  of  the  fun,  to  be  repaid  in  fix  months,  as  appears  by  that  Prince's  obli- 
gation, in  the  fifteenth  volume,  p.  792,  of  the  Foedera,  whereby  each  crown  was  valued  at  fix 
Ihillings  fterling,  and  confided  of  fixty  fols  tournois,  or  three  livres  ;  fo  that  a  livre,  at  this 
time,  was  equal  to  two  Ihillings  fterling,  though,  in  our  days,  lefs  than  one  ftiilling  in  value  : 
and  the  whole  loan  amounted  to  thirty  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

Several  good  laws  were  made  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
timber  of  England,  and  more  efpecially  of  the  woods  growing  within  a  certain  diftance  from» 
Xiondon,  or  the  river  Thames,  both  for  the  ufe  of  Ihipping,  and  of  buildings  at  land.  We 
have  a  law  for  that  purpofe,  made  in  this  twenty-third  year  of  her  reign,  cap.  v.  and  as  iron- 
mills  or  works  near  London  were  the  great  deftroyers  of  timber  and  woods,  it  was  now  enaft- 
cd,  **  That  no  new  iron-work  fhould  be  ereftcd  within  twenty-two  miles  of  London,  nor 
*'  within  fourteen  miles  of  the  river  Thames  ;  nor  in  feveral  parts  of  Suflex,  near  the  fea, 
^*  therein  named  ;  neither  Ihall  any  wood,  within  the  limits  defcribed,  be  converted  to  coal  or 
**  other  fuel  for  the  making  of  iron." 

By  another  law  of  the  twenty-feventh  of  this  Queen,  cap.  xix.  and  paffed  in  the  year  1585, 
**  No  new  iron-works  were  to  be  made  in  Surry,  Kent,  or  Suflex  ;  nor  Ihall  the  bodies  of 
**  any  timber  trees,  of  one  foot  fquare  from  tlie  ftub,  be  employed  for  fewel  to  iron- 
"  works." 

In  the  twenty-fourth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  1581,  we  find,  in  Camden's  Annals  or  Hif- 
tory  of  that  Queen,  that  Mr.  Thomas  Randolph,  fo  much  employed  by  her  in  affairs  relating 
to  Scotland,  &c.  was,  at  this  time,  in  the  office  of  Chief  Poft-mafter  of  England  ;  but  how  it 
was  managed  does  not  fo  clearly  appear  :  though,  from  King  Charles  the  Firft's  eftablilhmcnt 
of  the  pofts,  in  the  year  1635,  it  fhould  feem  there  were  but  very  few  regular  poft  carriages  till 
then  in  England. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  twenty-third  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  ix.  For  abolifli- 
ing  of  certain  deceitful  Stuff  ufed  in  dying  of  Cloth,  &c.  **  Logwood,  or  Blockwood,  of  late 
^*  years  brought  into  this  realm,  is  exprefsly  prohibited  to  be  ufed  by  dyers,  the  colours  there- 
**  of  being  falfe  and  deceitful  to  the  Queen's  fubjefts  at  home,  and  difcreditable  beyond  fea  to 
**  our  merchants  and  dyers."  In  the  fequel,  we  Ihall  fee  the  reputation  of  logwood  abfolutely 
eftablifhed. 

Queen  Elizabeth  having  fettled  preliminaries  at  Conftantinople  two  years  before,  for  her 
fubjefts  to  trade  to  Turkey,  flie  now  judged  it  reafonable  to  incorporate  a  number  of  eminent 

**  merchants 
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1581  merchants  for  that  end,  viz.  Sir  Edward  Ofborn,  an  Alderman  of  London  ;  Thomas  Smith, 
Efq;  Richard  Stapcr,  and  William  Garrett,  merchants. — In  which  charter  of  .incorporation, 
the  Queen  fets  forth,  **  That  the  faid  Sir  Richard  Olborn  and  Richard  Staper  had,  at  their 
**  own  great  cofts  and  charges,  found  out  and  opened  a  trade  to  Turkey,  not  heretofore,  in 
"  the  memory  of  any  man  now  living,  known  to  be  commonly  ufed  and  frftquented  by  way 
"  of  merchandize,  by  any  the  merchants,  or  any  fubjefts  of  us  or  our  progenitors  :  whereby 
"  many  good  offices  may  be  done  for  the  peace  of  Chriftendom, — relief  of  Chriftian  flaves, — 
**  and  good  vent  for  the  commodities  of  the  realm,  to  the  advancement  of  her  honour  and 
**  dignity, — the  increafe  of  her  revenue, — and  of  the  general  wealth  of  the  realm.  Her  Ma- 
**  jelly  therefore,  grants  unto  thofc  four  merchants,  their  executors,  and  adminiftrators,  and 
•*  to  fuch  other  Englifhmen,  not  exceeding  twelve  in  number,  as  the  faid  Sir  Edward  Olborn 
*«  and  Richard  Staper  fhall  appoint  to  be  joined  to  them  and  the  other  two  before-named  per- 
"  fons,  and  their  faftors,  fcrvar\ts,  or  deputies ;  for  the  fpace  of  feven  years,  to  trade  to 
**  Turkey,  in  fuch  manner  as  the  faid  Company  (hall  agree  between  theinfelves. — During 
"  which  time  they  may  make  by-laws  for  their  good  government,  (not  repugnant  to  the  laws 
"  of  the  kingdom.) — Nothing  to  be  tranfafted  without  the  confent  of  die  Governor  for  the 
"  time  being,  (Sir  Edward  Olborn  being  hereby  appointed  the  firft  Governor.) — The  trade 
**  to  Turkey  to  be  folely  to  them,  their  faftors  and  fervants  during  the  faid  term  ;  and  any 
"  other  fubjefts  trading  thither,  either  by  fea  or  land,  without  this  Company's  licence,  to 
**  forfeit  Ihips  and  goods,  moiety  to  the  Crown,  moiety  to  this  Company. — For  the  laft  fix 
"  of  the  faid  feven  years,  this  Company  Ihall  export  fo  much  goods  to  Turkey,  as  fliall  an- 
**  nually  pay  at  leaft  five  hundred  pounds  cuftom  to  the  crown,  except  in  cafe  of  Ihip-i 
"  wreck,  &c. 

"  I.  Provlfoy  That  in  cafe  this  exclufive  grant  Ihall  hereafter  appear  to  be  inconvenient,  the 
*'  Queen  may  revoke  the  fame,  upon  one  year's  previous  notice. 

*'  II.  Provifof  The  Qyeen,  during  the  faid  term,  may  nominate  two  pcrfons  to  be  added 
**  to  the  faid  number  of  patentees,  with  the  fame  privileges,  &c.  as  the  reft  herein  nam- 
*'  ed.     And, 

Lallly,  If,  at  the  end  af  the  faid  feven  years,  thefe  grantees  defire  it,  the  Queen  will  grant 
"  other  feven  years  to  them  ;  provided,  as  aforefaid,  the  faid  exclufive  trade  Ihall  not  appear 
"  to  be  unprofitable  to  the  kingdom." 

Nothing  can  be  more  cautioufty  penned  than  this  charter  ;  and  particularly  we  may  obferve, 
that  by  the  firft  provtfo^  the  Queen,  in  cfFeft,  kept  it  in  her  own  power  to  diflblve  them  at  any 
time,  on  giving  one  year's  notice. 

Sir  William  Monfon,  in  his  Naval  Trafts,  written  in  the  year  1635,  afligns  the  follow- 
ing reafons  for  England's  not  fooner  entering  direftly  on  the  Turkey  trade,  for  Perfian 
and  Indian  merchandize  ;  but  fufFering,  till  now,  the  Venetians  to  cngrofs  that  trade  en- 
tirely, viz, 

**  I.  Former  times  did  not  afford  Ihipping  fufficicnt  for  it. 

"  II.  We  could  not ;  becaufe  of  the  great  danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Turks," 
(he  means  the  Barbary  Moors)  *'  who,  in  thofe  days,  were  fo  ignorant  of  our  nation,  as  to 
"  think  England  to  be  a  town  In  the  kingdom  of  London. 

"  That  the  Venetians,  in  thofe  times,  fent  their  Argofies,  or  Argofers,"  (the  corrupt  name 

for  a  certain  kind  of  great  Ihip,  conftrufted  after  the  make  of  thofe  of  Ragufa)  "  yearly  to 

"  Southampton,  laden  with  Turkey,  Perfian,  and  Indian  merchandize.     The  laft  Argoferthat 

Vol.  II.  U  came 
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158 1  "  came  thus  from  Venice  was  in  the  year  1587,  and  was  unfortunately  loft  near  the  UTc  of 
•*  Wight,  with  a  rich  cargo  and  many  paflengers. 

1584  The  Queen's  letters  to  the  Grand  Seignior  were  received  with  much  civility,  being  deliver- 
ed to  him  by  her  A  mbaflad  or  Harebone,  in  the  year  1582,  whom  fhe  empowered  to  fettle 
Confuls  in  the  feveral  ports,  and  to  eftablifh  laws  or  rules,  to  be  obferved  by  the  Englifh  trad- 
ing to  Turkey.  With  the  firft  faftors,  the  indefatigable  Hakluyt,  vol.  ii,  p.  164-5,  fent 
excellent  inftruSions,  *'  for  enquiring  into  the  nature  of  dying  ftufFs  in  Turkey,  and  in- 
*«  to  the  art  of  dying  :  alfo  what  of  thofe  drugs  might  be  produced  in  England,  and  how  bc- 
*'  neficial  fuch  new  produftions  would  have  been  to  us  ;  which  he  inftances  in  that  of  fafFron^ 
"  firft  brought  into  England  by  a  Pilgrim  ;  and  alfo  woad,  originally  from  Touloufe  in  Lan- 
**  guedoc.  That  the  damafk  rofc  was  firft  brought  into  England  by  Dr.  Linacre,  phyfician 
^*  to  King  Henry  VII.  and  King  Henry  VIII. — Turkey  fowls  about  fifty  years  paft  (viz* 
«•  about  1532,) — the  artichoke  in  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  time, — and  of  later  times,  the 
"  mulk  rofe,  and  feveral  forts  of  plums,  by  the  Lord  Cromwell,  out  of  Italy ;— the  apricot  by 
**  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  French  gardener"."  (But  here  is  no  mention  as  yet  of  peaches^ 
nor  of  neftarines.)  '*  And  now,  within  thefe  four  years,"  (in  the  year  1578)  *«  liave  been 
**  brought  into  England,  from  Vienna  in  Auftria,  divers  kinds  of  flowers,  called  tqlipas, 
**  and  thofe  and  others  procured  thither  a  little  before  from  Conftantinople. — And  it  is  faid^ 
**  that  fince  we  traded  to  Zante,"  (this  muft  have  been  but  lately)  "  the  plant  that  bearcth 
**  the  currant  is  alfo  brought  into  this  realm  ;  and  although  it  bring  not  fruit  to  perfeftion^ 
**  yet  it  it  may  ferve  for  pleafure,  and  for  fome  ufe."  (This  Ihews  that  it  was  then  but  juft 
introduced.)  **  Many  other  things  have  been  brought  in,  that  have  degenerated,  by  reafon  of 
**  the  cold  climate  :  fome  things  brought  in  have,  through  negligence,  been  loft  :  Arch- 
**  bilhop  Grindall  brought  the  tamarifk  plant  from  Germany,  and  many  people  have  received 
"  great  health  by  this  plant."  On  the  commencement  of  the  Englilh  trade  to  Turkey,  the 
merchants  having  occafion  to  attend  the  Queen  and  Council,  they  had  there  great  thanks  and 
commendations  for  the  fliips  they  then  built  of  fo  great  burthen,— with  many  encouragements 
to  go  forward  for  the  kingdom's  fake,  according  to  the  author  of  "  TJie  Trade's  Increafe  i'* 
who  adds,  *'  that  the  ordinary  returns  of  this  trade,  at  the  beginning,  were  three  for  one." 

By  England's  entering,  at  this  time,  into  a  direft  trade  to  Turkey,  all  the  commodities  of 
Greece,  Syria,  Egypt,  Perfia,  and  India  came  home  to. us  much  cheaper.  And,  fays  Sir 
William  Monfon,  when  the  Venetians  ferved  us  with  thofe  rich  eaftern  wares,  by  the  way  of 
the  Red  Sea,  and  down  the  Nile  to  Alexandria,  and  alfo  by  way  of  the  caravans  to  Aleppo, — 
they  (/*  e.  the  Venetians)  alfo  were  then  ufed  to  take  freight  in  their  fhips  from  port  to  port ; 
whereas  now,  (that  is,  in  the  year  1635)  all  ftrangers  are  more  defirous  to  employ  our  (hips 
in  that  fervfce.  Jacobs,  in  his  Lex  Mercatoria,  p.  9,  alleges,  upon  what  authority  I  do  not 
know,  **  that  the  Barbary  merchants  were  incorporated  in  King  Henry  the  Seventh's  time  ; 
but  that  Company  decaying,  out  of  their  ruins  arofe  the  Levant  or  Turkey  Company ; 
"  who  firft  trading  with  Venice,  and  then  with  Turkey,  furniflled  England  that  way  with 
"  Eaft  India  commodities,  which,  till  then,  were  brought  to  us,  moftly>  by  land  ;  and.  to  the 
**•  Portugucfe  alone  by  long-fea,  &c." 

In  the  fame  year  1582,  the  (hip  Sufan  of  London;  mounting  thirty- four  guns,  carried  out  to 
Turkey,  the  Englifh  Ambaflador,  Harebone,  who  now  firft  fettled  peace  with  Algiers,  Tunis,, 
and  Tripoli,  which  piratical  ftatcs  had  taken  many  fhips  belonging  to  L9ndon,  Briftol,  &c. 
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1582  And  Hafebonc,  having  cftablifhed  all  the  Englilh  faftories  in  Turkey,  notwithftanding  the 

fpite  and  malice  of  the  French  and  Venetians,  returned  overland  to  England. 

In  the  fame  year  alfo,  a  voyage  to  China  was  attempted  from  England  with  four  fhips; 
which,  however,  went  no  further  than  the  coaft  of  Braiil,  and  returned  home  for  want  of  pro- 
vifions,  after  having  fought  fome  Spanifli  men  of  war  on  that  coaft. 

In  this  year,  Mezerai,  in  his  Hiftory  of  France,  acquaints  us,  that  the  yearly  revenue  of 
their  King,  Henry  III.  was  got  fo  high  as  thirty-two  millions  of  livres,  or  three  million  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  a  livre  being  at  this  time,  as  we  have  fecn  under  the  preced- 
ing year,  equal  to  two  (hillings  Englilh. 

We  have  feen,  that  ever  fince  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  the  peculiar  immunities  of  the 
Hanfeatics,  or  German  Steelyard  merchants  at  London,  remained  fufpended  ;  and  that  her 
lifter.  Queen  Elizabeth,  formally  abrogated  them,  in  the  year  1678.  Tliefe  Hanfeatics  had^ 
for  feveral  years,  been  loudly  complaining  thereof  at  the  Emperor's  court,  and  at  the  diet  of 
the  empire  ;  where,  in  this  year  1582,  they  afferted,  **  that  by  the  high  duty  laid  on  woollen 
•'  cloth  in  England,  or  paid  by  tlic  Hanfeatics,  it  was  become,"  fays  Werdenhagen,  "  twice 
*'  or  thrice  as  dear  as  it  had  before  been  ;  that  from  hence  proceeded  the  vaft  increafe  of  Eng- 
*'  land's  wealth ;  two  hundred  thoufand  cloths  being  yearly  exported  thence,  three  fourths 
**  whereof  were  carried  into  Germany,  and  from  thence  a  great  part  was  carried  into  Poland^ 
**  Denmark,  and  Sweden.  That  the  remaining  fourth  part  was  fent  to  the  Netherlands  and 
**  to  France;  but  little  or  none  into  Spain.  From  whence,"  fays  he,  **  it  was  eafy  to  infer 
•'  the  immenfenefs  of  the  profit  accruing  to  that  Queen  and  nation  thereby.  The  only  reme- 
*'  dy  therefore,"  faid  the  Hanfeatics  to  the  German  diet,  **  was  to  banifh  the  Englifli  Mer- 
**  chant- Adventurers  out  of  the  Empire,  and  abfolutely  to  prohibit  all  manner  of  Englifh 
**  woollen  manufaftures,  as  what  they  judged  would  efFeAually  bring  the  Queen  to  terms 
**  with  the  Hans-towns.  The  Queen  had  fome  friends  in  this  diet,  who,  together  with  her 
**  own  able  envoy,  Gilpin,  long  and  ftrenuoufly  defended  her  and  her  own  Merchant«Ad- 
**  venturers."  Yet,  in  the  end,  the  Hans-towns  intereft  prevailed  in  tlie  diet,  who  pafled 
fentencc  againft  the  Englifh  merchants,  and  abfolutely  prohibited  all  Englilh  woollen  goods : 
yet  Gilpin,  by  a  ftratagem,  outwitted  the  Hanfeatics  in  fuch  fort,  that  the  fentence  could  not 
be  executed  till  the  decifion  of  another  diet ;  and  our  merchants  were  afterwards  permitted  to 
remove  from  Staden  to  Hamburg,  where  they  were  well  received. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Ruffia  Company  fent  out  no  fewer  than  eleven  (hips  well  armed,  for 
fear  of  enemies  and  pirates. 

At  this  time  Pope  Gregory  Xlll.  ordered  ten  days  to  be  cut  off  from  this  very  year,  becaufe 
three  hundred  andfixty-five  days  and  fix  hours  exceeded  a  year  by  eleven  minutes  ;  one  day 
therefore  is  gained  in  about  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  years  ;  by  which  means,  from  the 
year  325,  when  the  Council  of  Nice  was  held,  to  this  year  1582,  ten  whole  days  were  gained. 
This  was  called  the  New-Stile,  and,  doubtlefs,  the  jufteft,  though  wc  and  other  Proteftant 
ftates  kept  to  the  Old-Stile  till  very  lately. 
1583  Such  was  the  cufiom  and  policy  of  thofe  times,  that  Queen  Elizabeth  was  obliged,  in  the 
1583,  for  the  prote£tion  of  the  fliips  of  her  Ruffia  Company,  (fays  Camden,  in  her  Life  and 
Hiftory)  to  obtain  a  treaty  or  grant  of  the  King  of  Denmark,  for  his  permiffion  for  that  Com- 
pany's fhips,  during  both  their  lives,  freely  to  navigate  the  North  Sea,  round  by  the 
coafts  of  Norway  and  Danifh  Lapland,  to  the  haven  of  St.  Nicholas  :  and  in  cafe  of  foul  wea- 
tlier,  &c.  to  take  fheltcr  either  in  Iceland  or  Norway,  even  in  ports  by  former  agreements 
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1583  prohibited,  provided  they  did  not  trade  there  without  that  King's  licence ;  for  which  privi- 
leges the  "Company  .were  to  pay  him  one  hundred  rofe  nobles  annually  during  the  term  of  this 
grant. 

Queen  Elizabeth  fends  Sir  Jerom  Bowes  toRuflia,  but  the  new  Czar,  Theodore  Janowitz's 
minifters,  being  faid  to  have  been  corrupted  by  Dutch  prefents,  he  returned  home,  without 
being  able  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  the  Company's  cxclufive  privileges.  The  writers  of  thofe 
times  acquaint  us,  that  befides  the  principal  commodities  fent  from  England  to  Ruffia,  viz. 
cloth,  filks,  velvet,  &c.  they  carried  thither  coarfe  linen  cloth,  (fincc  thofe  times  brought  from 
thence  to  us  in  very  confiderable  quantities,  fuch  vaft  alterations  does  commerce  often  under- 
go) old  filver  plate,  all  kinds  of  fmall  mercery  wares  ferving  for  the  apparel  of  both  fexes,  as 
linen  and  filk  girdles,  garters,  purfes,  knives,  fee.  Yet,  what  with  the  expence  of  the  firll 
difcovery,  thirty  years  ago,  and  the  large  prefents  fince  bellowed  on  the  Czar  and  his  minifters, 
and  the  falfe  dealings  of  others  there,  it  had  coft  the  Company  about  eighty  thoufand  pounds 
before  it  could  be  brought  to  any  profitable  account  ;  and  even  at  this  time,  from  the  fickle 
temper  of  the  Czar  and  his  people,  the  encroachments  of  the  Hollanders,  and  the  expence  of 
ambafladors,  &c.  all  born  by  the  Company,  this  trade  now  ftood  on  a  very  precarious  bottom. 
Camden,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  fays,  that  this  new  Czar,  Theodore  Joannides, 
or  Jano^itz,  promifed  to  remit  to  our  Company  half  of  the  cuftoms  paid  by  other  nations,  in 
confideration  of  their  having  been  the  firft  difcoverers  of  the  way  thither  by  fea.  In  other  re- 
fpefts,  he  added  to  their  privileges,  out  of  regard  for  the  Queen ;  at  the  fame  time  accuf- 
ing  the  Company  of  having  dealt  falfely  with  his  people ;  and  no  other  anfwer  than  this 
could  Dr.  Fletcher  obtain,  fent  afterwards  Ambaflador,  on  this  behalf,  to  Ruffia,  in  the  year 

1558. 

The  laft  part  of  the  preceding  paragraph  we  have  taken  from  a  curious  and  judicious  trcatifc 
of  Captain  Carlifle's,  who  was  fon-in-law  to  Sir  Francis  Walfingham,  Secretary  of  State  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  ;  and  who,  in  this  fame  year  1583,  fet  forth  the  then  exifting  hazard  of  the 
Englifti,  in  their  voyages  to  Turkey,  from  the  piratical  ftates  of  Barbary  ;  and  for  the  preven- 
tion wereof  it  coft  two  thoufand  pounds  yearly  in  prefents  ;  and  fimilar  hazards  in  our  trade 
to  Italy ;  our  failors  being  obliged  to  pay  large  ranfoms  to  the  Algerines  for  their  redemption 
from  flavery.  Moreover,  the  Venetians,  envying  our  advancement  in  thofe  trades,  have  load- 
ed us  with  high  duties  on  our  merchandize,  and  on  theirs  which  we  bring  back. 

Yet,  fays  Captain  Carlifle,  we  carry  on  a  great  trade  with  Spain  and  Portugal,  who  takeoff 
much  of  our  wares  to  India. 

Carlifle  had,  by  the  intereft  of  Sir  Francis  Walfingham  and  others,  raifed  one  thoufand 
pounds  fubfcription  at  Briftol,  for  an  an  attempt  to  fettle  in  America,  and  had  propofed  to 
the  Ruffia  merchants  to  raife  three  thoufand  pounds  more  at  London  :  which  four  thoufand 
pounds  they  deemed  fufRcient  to  fettle  one  hundred  men  in  their  intended  plantation. 

Captain  Carlifle  judicioufly  difplays  the  many  benefits  which  would  accrue  to  England,  by  the 
making  a  fettlement  in  North  America  :  **  Such  as  the  great  confumptLon  of  oiir  woollen,  &c. 
**  manufaflures  ;  the  taking  off  our  idle  and  burdenfome  people  ;  the  great  likelihood  of  rich 
**  mines  ;  and  ftill  more,  of  our  raifing  naval  ftores  in  America,  which  we  are  now  obliged, 
"  at  high  prices,  to  take  of  other  natiotis. — That  this  propofed  fettlement  may  alfo  be  greatly 
**  helpful  to  the  fifhery  in  thofe  feas  :  and  as  there  are  grapes  in  plenty  in  America,  and  that 
**  olives  may  be  eafily  propagated  there,  both  wine  and  oil  may  be  had  in  abundance  :  furs 
*'  alfo,  and  fkins  in  abundance." 
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^583       Pippins,  according  to  the  author  of  the  Prefent  State  of  England,  printed  in  the  year  1683,. 

were  fiift  planted  in  England  about  this  time  in  Lincolnfliire,  prior  to  thofe  of  Kent. 

Queen  Elizabeth  had,  in  the  year  1578,  granted  a  patent  to  Sir  Humphrey  Gilbert,  half- 
brother  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  his  affigns,  for  new  difcoveries  weftward,  and  to  fettle  a 
colony.  Accordingly,  after  many  difcouragements,  he  failed  in  this  year  1583,  from  Ply- 
mouth, with  five  fhips  ;  and,  at  Newfoundland,  was  affifted  by  the  Englifh  fifhing  Ihips  there 
in  taking  poffeflionof  that  ifland  for  himfelf,  under  the  crown  of  England.  He  had  carried 
with  him  many  artificers,  with  toys,  &c.  for  traffic.  Here  he  fet  up  the  Queen's  arms,  grant- 
ing leafes  to  many  perfons  for  flages  to  cure  their  fifh  ;  the  Portuguefe,  French,  and  Spanifh 
lliips  crews  agreemg  thereto.  He  from  thence  failed  to  Cape  Breton,  and  to  the  coaft  of  the 
continent  of  North  America,  where  he  loft  one  of  his  (hips.  Meeting  with  many  other  dif- 
afters,  he  returned  homeward ;  but  Sir  Humphrey,,  and  all  in  his  fhip,  were  loft  in  a*great 
ftorm,  and  only  one  of  his  fleet  got  fafe  home  to  Falmouth.  Mr.  Walter,  afterwards  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh,  then  a  young  man,  was  deeply  engaged  in  this  projeft. 

In  the  fame  year  alfo,  a  confiderable  expedition  was  fet  on  foot  from  England,  in  favour  of 
Don  Antonio,  the  Baftard,  of  Portugal,  who  pretended  to  the  crown,  in  oppofition  to  King, 
Philip  n.  of  Spain,  there  being  twenty-two  thoufand  men  under  Sir  John  Norris's  command, 
and  the  fleet  commanded  by  Sir  Francis  Drake ;  but  they  did  nothing  of  moment,  and  re- 
turned home  with  confiderable  lofs. 

The  fame  year,  a  fhip  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  belonging  to  Southampton^  failed  on 
a  voyage  to  Brafil and  Rio  de  la  Plata;  but  was,  in  going  thither,  unfortunately  loft  on  the- 
coaft  of  Guinea. 

Adrian  Gilbert,  in  this  year  1583,  for  his  attempting  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft  paflage 
to  China,  &c.  bad  the  Queen's  patent  for  five  years,  by  the  title  of  The  Colleagues  of  the  Fel- 
lowftiip  for  the  Difcovery  of  the  North-weft  Paflage ;  which  fcheme  ended  in  notliing  at  all. 

The  Queen-mother  of  France,  Catherine  de  Medicis,  aflifting  the  Baftard  of  Portugal,  Doru 
Antonio,  with  fhips  and  troops,  he  was  enabled  to  poflfefs  himfelf  of  one  of  the  Azores  or 
Weftern  Ifles  ;  but  the  fleet  of  King  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  confifting  of  twelve  gallies  and  fifty 
galleons,  meeting  with  that  of  France,  totally  defeated  it.  Voltaire,  in  his  General  Hiftory 
of  Europe,  part  5.  thinks  that  this  was  the  firft  time  that  gallies  were  feen  in  the  ocean,  that 
is,  without  the  Mediterranean  fea.  "being,"  fays  hie,  **  very  furprizing,  that  they  fhouldi 
'*  have  been  brought  the  diftance  of  one  thoufand  leagues  to  thofe  ftrange  feas.  When  Louis. 
"  the  Fourteenth,  long  after  this  time,  had  fent  fome  gallies  into  the  ocean,  it  was  falfely 
**  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  firft  attempt  of  that  kind :  yet  this  attempt  was,  it  is  true,  more 
**  hazardous  than  that  of  Philip  the  Second's,  the  Channel  being  more  terapeftuous  than  the 
**  Atlantic  ocean."  The  mercantile  Venetian  and  Genoefe  gallies,  which  formerly  reforted 
fo  much  to  England,  were,  very  probably,  of  a  more  folid  ftrufture  than  the  others,  which 
are  folely  fuited  for  fummer  expeditions  within  the  Mediterranean. 
1584  Sir  Walter  Raleigh^  whofe  great  genius  inclined  him  very  much  to  new  enterprizes  and  dif- 
coveries, had,  in  this  year,  formed  a  fociety  of  gentlemen  and  merchants  to  fubfcribe  a  confi-. 
derable  fum  of  money  towards  forming  a  fettlement  on  the  continent  of  North  America ;  and 
on  Lady-day,  1584,  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  them  a  charter  for  that  purpofe.  Amidas  and 
Barlow,  with  two  veflels,  were  accordingly  fent  j  but  they  failed  about  one  tlioufand  leagues^ 
out  of  their  way :  for  the  fhort  courfe  to  the  northern  parts  of  America  not  being  as  yet  knowa 
to  us,  they  fteered  the  accuftomed  courfe  of  the  Spaniards,  by  the  Canary  iflcs,  and  thence 
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1584  into  the  trade-wind  to  the  Caribbee  iflands  :  from  thence  failing  through  the  Gulph  of  Flo- 
rida, they  anchored  at  a  part  of  what  is  now  called  Virginia  ;  where,  making  fome  infignifi- 
cant  trade  witli  the  natives,  with  toys  for  their  furs,  they  returned  home  with  gain,  as  they 
:faid,  and  greatly  magnified  the  richnefs  of  the  country,  in  order  to  encourage  a  fecond  adven» 
ture.  They  brought  homealfo  fome  pearls  and  tobacco,  the  firft  of  that  fort  that  had  been 
feen  in  England.  The  wife  Queen  fccmed  fond  of  tliis  defign,  and  either  (he  herfelf,  or 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  gave  the  country  the  name  of  Virginia;  which,  indeed,  they  truly  re- 
prefented  to  be  a  pleafant  country,  abounding  in  fine  woods,  deer,  hares,  wild  fowl,  filh,  vines, 
currants,  &c. 

Raleigh  therefore  obtains  Queen  Elizabeth's  patent  to  himfclf,  &c.  for  the  poflefling  of  fuch 
remote  heathen  lands,  not  then  inhabited  by  Chriftians,  as  they  Ihould  difcover  in  fix  years, 
of  which  they  thereby  had  the  property  granted  to  them  for  ever ;  referving  to  the  crown  the 
fifth  part  of  all  gold  and  filver  ore  found  therein,  with  power  to^feize,  to  their  proper  ufe,  all 
Ihips,  with  their  merchandize,  that  fliall,  without  leave,  plant  within  two  hundred  leagues  of 
this  intended  fettlement,  excepting,  however,  the  Queen's  fubjefts  and  allies  filhing  at  New- 
foundland, &c. — Grants  free  denization  to  the  planters  and  their  pofterity  refiding  there. — 
Powers  are  alfo  gra*nted  to  the  patentees  for  making  bye-laws  there,  not  repugnant  to  tliofe  of 
England.  It.is,Jiowever,  to  be  obferved,  that  in  this,  and  fome  other  patents  of  thofe  times, 
there  was  no  diftinft  place,  longitude,  nor  latitude  fixed  or  limited  for  fuch  plantation,  al- 
though, undoubtedly.  North  America  was  the  country  intended. 

In  the  fame  year,  Jerome  Horfey,  the  Queen's  and  the  Englifh  Ruflia  Company's:  agent,  is 
faid  to  have  obtained  more  benefits  of  the  new  Czar,  Theodofe  Janowitz,  than  could  be  got 
in  twenty  preceding  years.  This  fhews  that  the  Company's  privileges  had  been  early  invaded. 
The  new  Czar  fent  Horfey  over-land  with  his  compliments  to  our  Queen,  who  fent  him  back 
to  him  with  hers:  after  which  Horfey  took  leave  a  fecond  time,  returning  with  the  Czar's 
rprefents  to  Queen  Elizabeth.  He  was  very  honourably  received  at  the  new  caftle  of  Arch- 
angel, and  coming  to  St.  Nicholas,  at  the  fea-fide,  he  was  faluted  with  the  cannon  of  the  Eng- 
lifh, Dutch,  and  French  fhips.  Which  alfo  plainly  fhews,  tliat  this  company's  exclufivc 
trade,  before  this,  was  quite  abrogated. 

By  an  aft  of  the  Scotifh  Parliament,  in  this  fame  year  1584,  an  horfe-guard  of  forty  gentle- 
men, for  guarding  their  King's  perfon,  was  firft  appointed;  each  gentleman  having  a  yearly 
falary  of  two  hundred  pounds  Scots;  which,  nccording  to  the  proportion  of  eight  to  one,  is 
twenty-five  pounds  fterling  yearly  :  which  falary,  by  comparing  the  prices  of  wheat,  oats,  bar- 
ley, &c.  then,  with  the  modern  prices  in  that  country,  might,  we  conceive,  fairly  go  as  far 
as  at  leaft  four  times  that  fura  at  prcfent,  or  one  hundred  pounds  fterling  per  annum  each. 
.1585  In  the  next  year,  1585,  Captain  John  Davis,  with  two  barks  from  Dartmouth,  firft  failed 
into  the  ftraits,  fince  called  by  his  name,  in  the  country  named  Old  Greenlaijd,  in  north  lati- 
tude fixty-four  degrees  forty  minutes,  and  up  into  fixty-fix  degrees  forty  minutes,  and  return- 
ed home  the  fame  year,  as  all  others  fince  have  done,  without  any  ufeful  difcovery.  At  this 
time  we  find  they  knew  the  ufe  of  an  inftrument  fomewhat  like  the  harpoon,  with  which  they 
killed  a  porpoifc;  but  though  many  whales  fell  in  their  way,  they  knew  not  yet  the  praftice  of 
the  right  manner  of  killing  them. 

Under  the  year  1585,  it  becomes  us  to  take  fpecial  notice  of  the  memorable  facking  of  the 
moft  famous  city  of  Antwerp.  Our  learned  Camden  had  remarked,  under  the  year  1576, 
«*  That  all  things  were  then  in  confufion  there  under  the  Duke  D'AIva's  government :  the 
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1585  "  magiftratcs  of  the  country  were  imprifoned,  their  goods  violently  fcized,  and  all  other  kinds 

••  of  injuries  done  to  the  people  ;  whereby  the  ftates  were  driven  to  take  up  arms.  And  in  the 
**  faid  year  1576,  Antwerp,  the  moft  excellent  of  cities,  the  moft  flourifhing  mart-town,  with- 
**  out  exception,  in  all  Europe,  was  plundered  by  the  Spanilh  garrifon,  wh6  mutinied  for 
•*  want  of  their  pay,"  as  we  have  elfewhere  related.  Yet  this  was  nothing  compared  to  the 
Duke  of  Parma's  entering  that  city  with  his  army,  ia  this  year,  after  a  clofe  fiege,  whilft 
Queen  Elizabeth  was  concluding  a  treaty  with  the  Dutch,  to  fend  four  thoufand  men  to  its 
relief,  for  which  (he  was  to  have  Sluys  in  Flanders,  as  a  pledge,  delivered  into  her  hands.— 
Famianus  Strada,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  Low  Country  Wars,  relates,  •'  That  they  moft  mife« 
**  rably  plundered  the  richeft  port-town  in  all  Chriftendom  for  three  days  together,  to  the  va- 
*•  lue  of  at  leaft  two  millions  of  piftoles,  befide  an  infinite  value  of  rich  merchandize  and  fur- 
•'  niture  deftroyed  by  fire,  &c. — Almoft  three  thoufand  of  its  inhabitants  fell  by  the  fword,-— 
"  fifteen  hundred  were  either  burned  or  trodden  to  death,  and  as  many  drowned  in  the 
"  Scheldt,  &c.*'  It  was  the  Prince  of  Parma  who  was,  at  this  time,  Governor  of  the  Ne- 
therlands, D' Alva- having  been  already  recalled. 

The  facking  of  this  city  gave  the  finifhing  blow  to  the  commerce  of  the  Netherlands.  The  • 
whole  fifhing  trade,  fays  Monfieur  Huet,  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  Dutch  Trade,  if,  as  fome 
think,  he  was  the  author  of  that  work,  removed  into  Holland;  and  as  for  the  noble  manu- 
faflures  of  Flanders  and  Brabant,  they  removed  to  different  parts.  Much  of  the  woollen  ma- 
nufafture  fettled  at  Leyden,  where  it  ftill  flourifhes.  The  linen  removed  to  Haerlem  and 
Amfterdam.  One  third  part  of  the  merchants  and  the  workmen,  who  worked  and  dealt  in 
filks,  damaiks,  and  tafFaties,  and  in  bayes,  fays,  ferges,  ftockings,  &c.  fettled  in  England, 
becaufe  England  was  then  ignorant  of  thafe  manufaftures :  and  the  reft  of  the  merchants  of 
Antwerp,  more  efpccially  tl>e  Protcftants,  would  probably  alfo  have  fettled  in  England,  but 
that  foreign  merchants  paid  aliens,  that  is,  double  cuftoms  there,  and  were  alfo  excluded  from 
all  companies  or  focieties  of  commerce,  as  were  alfo  foreign  journeymen  from  fetting  up  to 
be  maftcr-workmen,  or  even  partners  in  any  trades  but  fuch  as  the  Englifli  were  unacquainted 
with.  And  thus,  through  the  madnefs  of  Spanilh  Popifh  bigotry,  and  of  arbitrary  power, 
commerce  and  manufa£tures,  driven  from  the  Netherlands,  proved  the  means  of  carrying  to, 
and  increafing  them  in  moft  of  the  countries  of  Europe  weft  and  nortli  of  the  Mediterranean 
fea,  and  to  feveral  cities  and  towns  which  had  hitherto  enjoyed  neither  of  them. —  A  moft  fe-» 
rious  memento  to  all  nations  ! 

To  this  pcrfecution  of  the  Flemifh  Protcftants,  the  kingdom  of  Swedea  is  likewife  feid  to 
be  indebted  tor  its  greateft  improvements  ;  whither  numbers  of  them  having  removed,  they 
firft  taught  the  Swedes  the  making  of  iron  cannon,  and  of  other  iron,-  copper,  and  brafs  ma- 
nufaftures.  For  it  feems,  that,  before  this  time,  moft  of  the  Swedifti  iron  was  only  run  into 
pigs  there,  and  then  was  fentto  Dantzick,  and  other  parts  of  Pruflia,  to  be  forged  into  bars  ; 
juft  as  the  Englifti  formerly,  fent  their  wool  into  Flanders,  to  be  made  into  cloth  by  the  Fle» 
roings. — Sic  vos  non  vobis  veUerafertls  oves! 

Before  this  final  overthrow  of  the  commerce  of  Antwerp,  the  once  famous  Gerard  Malynes, 
in  his  treatifc,  entitled.  Free  Trade,  printed  in  oftavo,  in  1622,  p.  68,  obferves,  •'  That  no 
**  nation  trafficked  fo  much  to  Antwerp,  in  bulk  of  ftaple commodities,  as  the  realm  of 
**  England  did.  This,*'  fays  he,  **  is  aflerted  by  Botero,  who  relates,  that  two  years  before 
**  the^taking  of  Antwerp,  all  the  merchandize  of  Chriftendom,  which  was  vended  there  in 
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J585  "  one  year,  being  valued  by  the  officers  of  that  city,  the  whole  being  divided  into  five  parts, 
<'  the  Englifh  merchandize  alone  amounted  unto  four  parts  thereof." 

Thuanus,  lib^62.  called  Antwerp  the  moft  opulent  city  in  the  world  :  yet,  as  moft  part  of 
lier  commerce  was  carried  on  by  the  fhips  of  foreign  nations,  fhe  had  not  much  (hipping  pro- 
perly of  her  own,  compared  with  that  of  London  and  Amfterdam  in  our  days.     So  that,  when 
it  was  facked,  the  (hipping  removed  with  the  nations  they  belonged  to,  which  was  a  principal 
reafon  why  Antwerp  was  difabled  from  recovering  its  former  commerce  ;   though  the  Dqtch 
forts  on  the  Scheldt,  below  it,  was  another,  and  a  ftill  more  cogent  one.     In  its  glory,  it  con- 
tained thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  private  houfes,  forty-two  churches,  twenty-two  market- 
places, and  two  hundred  and  twenty  ftreets :    from  the  Scheldt,  on  which  it  ftands,  in  the 
iigurc  of  a  crefcent,  were  cut  eight  principal  canals  into  the  city,  for  laden  (hips  to  go  into  the 
heart  of  it.     Not  only  England  and  Holland  have  happily  felt  the  advantages  of  the  w  ild  con- 
'    duft  of  Spain,  in  their  perfecution  of  the  Proteftants  of  the  Netherlands,  by  a  very  con(ider- 
able  acceflion  ofinduftrious  manufafturers,  but  likewife  many  cities  of  Germany  were,  from 
the  fame  caufe,  flocked  with  indu(trious  inhabitants  ;  particularly,  the  Count  Dc  Hanau  was 
induced,  on  this  account,  to  creft  what  is  called  the  New  Town  of  Hanau,  which  is  much 
fuperior  to  the  old  one,  and  is  fince  greatly  increafed  by  Louis  XI V^  of  France's  later  perfecu- 
tion of  his  Proteflant  fubjefts. 

The  fize  and  extent  of  the  city  of  Wcftminfler  at  this  period,  may  be  cafily  conceived, 
Tvhcn  compared  with  our  own  times,  viz.  It  was  ordered  by  the  dean,  high-fteward,  and  bur- 
jefles,  '•  That  the  number  of  alehoufes  fhould  not  exceed  one  hundred,  viz.  fixty  for  St.  Mar- 
*'  garet's  paridi,  twenty  for  St.  Martin's,  and  twenty  for  St.  Clement's  and  the  Savoy  pre- 
**  cinft ;"  whereby  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Margaret's  pari(h  tlien  exceeded  thofe  of  all  the  reft 
of  the  liberty  by  one  fixth  part;  and  as  there  were  then  (/.  e,  when  Maitland  wrote,  between 
forty  and  fifty  years  ago)  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-four  alehoufes  in  that  city  and 
liberty,  we  may  fafely  conclude,  that  the  whole  muft  be  confiderably  more  than  twelve  times 
as  large  at  this  period  than  it  was  in  1585  ;  for,  even  fincc  Maitland's  time,  it  has  very  rapidly 
increafed,  both  in  buildings  and  extent. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  gallant  Sir  Richard  Grenville  failed  for  Virginia,  by  the  old  round- 
about way  before  defcribed,  with  feven  (hips,  laden  with  arms,  ammunition,  and  provifions, 
and  with  men  for  a  fettlement.  He  began  with  forming  a  colony  at  Roanoke  iflc,  lying  about 
live  leagues  from  the  continent,  in  thirty-fix  degrees  north  latitude,  where  he  left  one  hundred 
and  eight  men.  It  is  a  truly  melancholy  confideration,  that  thefe  poor  men  were  left  to  (hift 
for  themfelves  in  fo  wild  a  country,  for  above  a  year ;  and  who,  being  fo  eager  to  difcovcr  gold 
and  filver  mines,  now  never  like  to  be  found  there,  neglefted  to  prepare  their  provifions  in 
clue  feafon,  and  going  far  up  the  country  in  queft  of  thofe  mines,  (for  golden  dreams  were 
then  univerfal)  moft  of  them  were  either  deftroyed  by  the  natives,  or  perifhcd  for  want;  and 
the  few  who  furvived,  were  taken  up  by  Sir  Francis  Drake,  on  his  return  to  that  coaft  from 
harafling  the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  who  took  them  all  home,  although  they  had  fown  corn 
there,  which  was  very  near  ripe,'  and  would  have  been  fu(ficient  for  two  years  fuftenance :  and 
they  were  but  juft  gone,  when  a  (hip,  fitted  out  at  the  fole  coft  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  arrived 
there,  with  all  forts  of  conveniences ;  as  did  Sir  Richard  Grenville,  foon  after,  with  three 
other  (hips,  with  a  further  fupply :  but  finding  the  places  quite  defolate  where  the  Engllfli 
planters  had  fettled,  they  all  returned  home.  In  thefe  accounts  there  appears  to  be  fome  con- 
fufion,  as  well  with  refpeft  to  the  identical  year,  as  to  the  names  of  perfons  engaged  therein, 
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J585  which  is  owing  to  the  inaccoracy  of  writers  and  tranfcribers  in  thofe  days.  The  whole,  how- 
ever, at  prefent,  is  of  no  very  great  confequence. 

Whilft  fuch  difcovcries  were  making  by  England  in  America,  Queen  Elisabeth  was  not 
inattentive  to  the  affairs  of  the  Netherlands^  where  the  feven  united  provinces  had,  in  this 
year  1585,  in  their  affembly,  empowered  deputies  to  wait  on  her,- as  appears  in  tlie  fifteenth 
volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  793  to  798,  with  a  requeft  to  take  their  provinces  under  her  pro- 
teftion,  or  elfe  to  grant  them  fufficient  aid,  during  their  war  with  the  King  of  Spain.  And 
although  Ihe  refufcd  to  be  dieir  fovercign,  yet,  in  this  fame  year,  ibid.  p.  799,  (he  fent  to 
their  afliftance  the  Earl  of  Leiccfter  to  command  her  troops,  confiding  of  five  thoufand  foot 
and  one  thoufand  horfe,  and  to  be  governor  of  their  provinces.  See  vol.  ii.  p.  83  to  83,  of 
the  Colleflion  of  Treaties,  in  four  volumes  oflavo,  publilhed  in  1732. 

In  this  fame  year,  ibid,  Foedera,  p.  801,  the  States  General  of  thefe  feven  provinces,  as  a 
fecurity  for  the  expcnce  (he  had  been  and  was  like  to  be  at  for  aflifting  them,  pledged  the  fol- 
lowing towns  and  forts  into  her  hands,  viz.  the  town  of  Flufhing,  and  the  fort  of  Rammekins 
in  Zealand,  and,  p.  802,  ibid,  the  town  of  Brill,  with  its  forts.  Of  the  two  firft-named 
places  the  ever  famous  and  gallant  Sir  Plwlip  Sidney  was  made  governor,  and  of  the  latter  Sir 
Thomas  Cecil ;  which  three  places  were  to  be  reftored,  upon  tliis  Queen's  being  repaid  all 
her  faid  difburfements.  This  is  called  tlie  treaty  of  Nonfucb,  concluded  the  tenth  of 
Auguft,   15851. 

It  would  be  to  llitle  purpofe  te  recount  all  the  private  adventures  of  Engliflimen  againft  the 
Spaniards  in  America  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  :  yet  Drake's  grand  expedition  thither,  in 
the  year  1585,  (though  undertaken  only  by  private  adventurers)  with  twenty-five  Ihips,  and 
two  thoufand  three  hundred  men,  may  merit  a  brief  account. 

I.  He  facked  the  town  of  St.  Jago  at  the  Cape  de  Verd  Ifles. 

II.  He  failed  from  thence  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  took  and  pillaged  the  city  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. 

III.  Sailing  over  to  the  main  land,  he  took  by  force  the  city  of  Carthagena,  and  obliged  tlie 
inhabitants  to  ranfom  it.  The  feafon  being  for  advanced,  he  found  himfelf  compelled,  with  his 
companions,  to  return  homeward,  without  following  their  original  fcheme,  which  was,  to 
march  over  land  to  Panama,  on  the  Ihore  of  the  South  Sea.     Wherefore, 

IV.  They  failed  by  the  coaft  of  Florida,  where  they  took  and  facked  the  fort  of  St.  Au- 
guftine,  and  found  about  two  thoufand  pounds  in  money,  and  fourteen  brafs  cannon.  Next 
he  called  at  the  infant  Virginia  colony ;  which,  being  unable  to  fuftain  itfelf  longer,  he  took 
the  people  home  with  him  to  England,  as  we  have  already  related.  Hakluyt  makes  the  whole 
booty  of  this  expedition  not  to  exceed  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  that  they  loft  therein 
feven  hundred  men ;  it  therefore  did  not  fully  anfwer  the  expeftatiojis  that  had  been  formed 
of  it. 

In  this  fame  year.  Queen  Elizabeth  granted  a  patent  to  the  Earls  of  Warwick  and  Leicefter, 

and  to  forty  more,  for  an  exclufive  or  fole  trade  to  the  dominions  of  Morocco,  for  twelve 

years  \  to  tlie  Emperor  whereof,  Muley  Hamet,  flie  fent  her  minifter  (Roberts^  who  remain- 

.cd  three  years  there,  and  obtained  fome  privileges  for  the  Englifh  ;  particularly,  that  none  of 

the  Englifh  fliould,  in  future,  be  made  flaves  in  his  dominions. 

The  Algerine  pirates  now  firft  ventured  out  into  the  Ocean,  according  to  Morgan's  Hiftory 
of  Algiers,  vol.  ii.  p.  588,  Morat  Rais  having,  with  three  fhips,  attacked  and  pillaged  the 
chief  town  of  the  Canaries,  carrying  home  much  booty  and  many  captives. 

Vol.  II.  X  The 
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1585  The  violent  meafurcs  of  the  Duke  D'Alva,  and  the  fubfcquent  fack  of  Antwerp,  had  forced 
fuch  multitudes  of  people  to  take  fhelter  at  Amfterdam,  that,  according  to  Werdenhagen,  the 
Hanfeatic  hiftorian,  that  city  now  began  to  extend  its  pomerium  or  bounds;  and,  in  a  few 
years  after,  it  incrcafed  above  one  half;  and  new  ramparts,  ditches,  &c.  were  made  round 
the  increafed  part  of  that  famous  city.  That  author  further  obferves,  that,  at  one  time,  nine- 
teen thoufand  people  retired  from  Antwerp  into  Holland,  and  thofe  moflly  to  Amfterdam ; 
whereby  Antwerp,  not  only  the  fincfl:  city  of  all  Brabant,  but  likewife  almoft  of  all  Europe, 
was  miferably  dripped  of  its  wealth  and  profperity,  whilft  riches,  arts,  ingenuity,  and  induftry 
crowded  into  Amfterdam,  in  a  manner  fo  fudden  as  hardly  to  be  paralleled  in  ftory  ;  fo  that  it 
now  became  the  chief  city  of  traffic  in  all  the  Netherlands.  For,  as  the  great  Penfionary  De 
Witt  obferves,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  *'  although  Antwerp  was,  in  refpeft  of  its  good 
*'  foundation  and  far  extended  traffic,  the  moft  renowned  merchandizing  city  that  ever  was 
*'  (till  then)  in  the  world,  fending  many  fhips  backwards  and  forwards  from  France,  Eng- 
**  land,  Spain,  Italy,  &c.  and  making  many  iilk  manufa£lures,  yet  Brabant  and  Flanders 
*•  were  too  remote  and  ill  fituated  for  erecting  at  Antwerp,  or  near  to  it,  the  filhery  of  had- 
•*  dock,  cod,  and  herring,  and  for  making  that  trade  as  profitable  there  as  it  might  be  in 
•*  Holland.  The  King  of  Spain,  according  to  the  maxims  of  monarchs,  defired  to  weaken 
**  that  ftrong  city,  which  he  thought  too  powerful,  and  to  difperfe  the  traffic  over  his  other 
**  numerous  cities.  The  merchants  of  Antwerp,  being  therefore  compelled  to  forfake  that 
**  city,  chofe  Amfterdam  to  fettle  in,  (which,  before  the  troubles,  was  the  next  great  city  of 
**  conrmicrce  in  the  Netherlands)  becaufe  the  ifles  of  Zealand  were  not  Jo  well  fituated  for  in- 
**  land  commerce ;  and  there  was  then  no  toleration  of  religion  either  in  France  or  England ; 
"  in  the  latter  country  alfo  there  were  heavy  duties  on  goods  exported  and  imported,  and  their 
**  guilds  or  halls  excluded  foreigners ;  neverthelefs,  one  third  part  of  the  dealers  in,  and 
**  weavers  of  fays,  damalks,  ftockings,  &c.  went  cafually  into  England,  becaufe  thofe  trades 
**  were  then  new  to  the  Englifh,  and  therefore  under  no  halls  or  guilds  :  another  great  part 
**  went  to  Leyden^  and  the  traders  in  linen,  fixed  at  Haerlem  :  the  Flemifh  fifhing  went  alfo 
"  to  Holland  ;  though  fl:ill  the  villages  of  Flanders  and  Brabant  retained  much  manufaftiirc, 
**  by  means  of  land  carriage  into  France  and  Germany.'*  What  Botero  fays,  in  his  Treatife 
of  the  Caufes  of  the  Magnificence  and  greatnefs  of  Cities,  was  Hill,  even  now,  certainly  true 
of  the  cities  of  Flanders,  viz.  "  That  they  were  the  moft  mercantile  and  the  moft  frequented 
**  cities  for  commerce  and  traffic  in  all  Europe ;  a  principal  caufe  whereof  was,  that  the  in- 
"  finite  quantity  of  merchandize  imported  and  exported,  paid  but  a  very  fmall  cuftom." 

At  this  time,  the  new  erefted  republic  of  the  united  provinces  was  in  great  diftrefs,  as  not 
only  King  Henry  III.  of  France,  but  Queen  Elizabeth  of  England,  had  again  refufed  to  be 
their  fovercigns.  The  fagacious  Queen  forefaw,  that  when  Ihe  was  once  engaged  with  Spain 
in  defence  of  that  fovereignty,  it  would  be  almoft  impoflible  to  tell  when  fhe  fliould  be  able  to 
retreat  with  honour  and  fafety ;  but  the  powerful  aid  fhe  intended  to  give  the  States  General 
fhe  might  either  lefTen  or  increafe  at  pleafure.  Queen  Elizabeth,  therefore,  by  a  treaty  witli 
the  States,  ftipulated  to  fupply  them  with  five  thoufand  foot  and  one  thoufand  horfe ;  which 
fhe  engaged  to  pay  whilft  the  war  lafted ;  on  condition  of  being  repaid  at  the  end  of  it;  the 
three  forts  already  mentioned  being  to  remain  in  Elizabeth's  hands  by  way  of  fecurity  for  the 
fame,  and  for  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  money,  which  fhe  had  before  lent  them. 

Sir  Bernard  Drake,  with  a  fquadron  of  Englilh  fhips,  was  now  fent  to  Newfoundland, 
where  he  took  feveral  Portuguefe  fhips  ladea  with  fifh  and  oil ;  (Portugal  being  now  united 
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15S5  to  Spain)  which  is  all  that  we  meet  with  material  concerning  that  iflapd  during  tlie  reft  of  this 

century. 
1586  The  fifteenth  volume  of  Rymer's  Foedera  concludes,  in  the  year  1586,  p.  803  to  807,  with 
one  of  the  beft  treaties  that  was  ever  made  between  the  two  fifter  nations  of  Britain.  King 
James  VI,  of  Scotland  was  ftill  a  minor;  and  for  the  mutual  defence  of  both  kingdoms,  and 
the  fecurity  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  as  well  as  for  the  prevention  of  foreign  invafions,  the 
young  Scotifh  King  now  ftipulates  to  aflift  Queen  Elizabeth  with  two  thoufand  horfemen  and 
five  thoufand  foot.  Queen  Elizabeth  engaging,  in  the  fame  manner,  to  aid  liim  with  three 
thoufand  horfe  and  fix  thoufand  foot. 

Thus  our  excellent  Queen  fuccefsfully  laboured  to  fecure  a  back  door,  which  had  fo  often 
been  dangerous  to  England  :  by  which  political  meafure  fhe  was  more  at  liberty  to  purfuc 
her  iiiterefts  on  the  continent,  and  to  improve  the  commerce  and  manufaftures  of  her 
people. 

Mr.  Miflelden,  in  his  judicious  Circle  of  Commerce,  a  quarto  book,  publifhed  in  the  year 
1623,  p.  54.  relates,  that  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  tlie  twxnty-cighth  year  of  her  reign,  confirm- 
ed all  the  former  charters  of  the  company  of  Englilh  merchant-adventurers  ;  thereby  granting 
them  the  fame  authority  to  hold  their  courts,  and  to  exercife  their  trade  in  Germany,  as 
amply  as  they  had  formerly  done  in  the  Netherlands  ;  with  ftrift  prohibition  to  all  not  free  of 
that  company  to  trade  within  their  limits  ;  of  which  new  grant  or  charter  this  author,  who 
was  an  eminent  merchant  of  London,  affirms  he  had  feen  and  examined  the  original.  Where- 
upon, the  city  of- Hamburg  invited  them  again  to  fettle  there  ;  and  the  company,  in  confc- 
quence  of  that  invitation,  fent  thither  two  commiflioners  :  yet  the  Imperial  and  Spanifh  party 
in  the  fenate  fo  far  prevailed,  that  the  commiflioners  were  obliged>  in  the  year  1587,  to  go 
over  to  Staden,  where  they  fixed  the  company's  ftaple  to  good  purpofe.  Before  this  time, 
Staden  was  unfrequented  by  merchants  ;  but,  during  the  ten  years  in  which  the  company  re- 
fided  there,  Staden  found  a  great  change  for  the  better,  till  in  the  year  1597,  when  the  com- 
pany was  forced  to  leave  it. 

In  this  fame  year,  Captain  John  Davis,  with  three  fhips,  made  his  fecond  voyage  towards 
the  hoped-for  north  weft  paflage  ;  but  finding  no  paflage  in  the  Streights  of  his  name,  he  came 
further  fouth  in  order  to  attempt  it,  where  he  loft  fome  of  his  men  by  the  natives ;  and  all  that 
he  did  in  this  voyage  was  the  bartering  of  his  toys  for  fome  hundreds  of  feal  Ikins. 

The  Hanfeatic  towns  on  the  Baltic  Shores  ftill  continued  to  have  a  confiderable  commerce ; 
and  particularly  Wifmar  and  Lubeck,  whilft  they  continued  to  fail  direftly  to  Spain  with  their 
own  >^efiels  ;  but  from  this  time  forward,  fays  their  hiftorian  Werdenhagen,  by  means  of  fuch 
numbers  of  Netherlanders  as  had  fled  to  Hamburg,  that  city  pullicd  on  a  much  greater  com- 
merce to  Spain.  From  which  period  moft  authors  date  the  great  but  gradual  declenfion  of  the 
Hanfeatic  towns  on  the  Baltic  Sea,  and  more  efpecially  that  of  Wifmar;  the  magnificent 
churches,  auguft  market  place,  town  houfe,  capacious  wine  cellars,  and  the  large  and  ftately 
private  houfes  of  which  city,  fufficicntly  declare  the  former  great  refort  of  traders  to  it,  and  its 
ancient  opulence. 

At  this  time  flourifhed  the  famous  Danilh  aftronomer,  Tycho  Brahe,  who  made  fome 
aftronomical  difcoveries  and  improvements,  which  proved  very  beneficial  to  navigation,  and 
confequently  to  maritime  commerce.     He  died  in  the  year  1601. 

According  to  Gcmelli,  who  will  be  often  quoted  in  this  work,  the  Chinefe,  about  the  year 
1586,  for  their  own  advantage,  firft  granted  to  the  Portuguefe  (near  the  mouth  of  Canton 
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1586  river)  the  rocky  ifle  of  Macao,  then  inhabited  by  robbers,  on  condition  of  their  expelling 
them ;  which  they  accordingly  did.  Here  they  built  and  fortified  the  town  of  that  name, 
which  they  hold  to  this  day,  but  tributary  and  at  the  mercy  of  the  Chinefe,  to  whom  they  pay 
tribute  and  cuftoms.  Since  the  Portuguefe  were  expelled  Japan,  Macao  is  become  inconfi- 
derable;  it  contained  five  thoufand  Portuguefe,  in  the  year  1699,  and  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred Chinefe. 

Mr.  Lane,  one  of  the  Virginia  adventurers,  is  faid  in  this  year  to  have  been  the  firft  who 
brought  tobacco  home  from  thence  :  its  name  was  probably  given  it  by  the  Spaniards  before 
this  time,,  from  the  ifle  of  Tobago,  one  of  the  Caribbees,  where  it  was  produced  in 
abundance. 

The  fame  year.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  fitted  out  from  Plymouth  two  fmali  veflels,  which,  at 
the  Azores,  took  five  Spanifli  Ihips ;  and,  after  fome  other  exploits,  returned  home  with  a 
confidcrable  booty. 

Mr.  Thomas  Cavendifh  now  alfo  commenced  the  fecond  Englini  circumnavigation  of  the 
earth,  at  his  own  expence,  which  he  efFcfted  in  two  years  and  two  months,  by  the  old  route 
through  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and  home  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  having  loft  two  of 
his  three  ftiips.  He  took  a  rich  Spanifh  fhip  from  the  Philippines,-  and  deftroyed  other  (hips 
and  fome  towns  in  the  South  Seas.  But  neither  this,  nor  Drake's  circumnavigations,  were 
intended  for  the  making  any  ufeful  fettlements  in  thofe  remote  parts,  for  the  benefit  of  our 
commerce,  as  moft  certainly  they  might  eafily  have  done ;  but  their  principal  aim  was  priva- 
teering againil  and  pillaging  the  Spaniards,  together  with  fome  tranfient  commerce.  Thefc 
warlike  circumnavigations  were  from  this  time  difcontinued  from  England,  till  in  the  late 
Queen  Anne's  reign  the  ftiips  Duke  and  Ducheft  of  Briftol  were  fent  out  on  a  fimilar  defign. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Earl  of  Cumberland  and  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  jointly  fent  out  fome 
ftiips,  with  a  defign  to  privateer  againft  the  Spaniards  in  the  South  Seas  :  but  this  undertaking 
proved  unfortunate,  and  a  great  lofs  to  thefe  two  enterprizing  geniufes. 

Hakluyt  acquaints  us,  that  in  this  fame  year,  Jerome  Horfey  obtained  of  the  Czar,  Theo- 
dore Janowitz,  new  privileges  for  the  Englifti  Ruflia  company,  though  not  exclufive  ones, 
fuch  as,  a  freedom  from  certain  tolls  or  taxes,  &c.  But  it  feems,  they  were,  in  this  new 
grant,  prohibited  from  carrying  their  goods  to  the  new  caftle  of  Archangel,  and  were  confined 
to  the  old  warehoufes,  and  the  harbour  of  St.  Nicholas.  As  this  is  the  fecond  time  that  we 
find  mention  made  of  the  new  caftle  of  Archangel,  it  is  probable  there  was  then  no  town  of 
that  name,  and  that  this  new  caftle  has  fince  grown  up  into  the  town  of  Archangel. 

The  principal  gate  of  London,  called  Ludgate,  with  a  prifon  over  it  for  debtors  who  arc 
freemen  of  the  city,  was  this  year  rebuilt :  and  if  what  Holingftied  relates  is  to  be  depended  on, 
it  coft  only  fomewhat  above  one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds,  p.  1561,  which  being  very 
lately  demoliftied,  could  not  be  as  well  built  up  again  at  this  time  for  four  times  as  much. 

We  are  indebted  to  De  Witt's  Intereft  of  Holland,  for  the  following  remarks  on  the  Earl 
of  Leicefter's  conduft  in  Holland,  under  this  fame  year  1586,  viz.  **  That  although,  during 
V  the  troubles  on  the  fcore  of  religion,  many  Flemifti  and  Brabant  clothiers  and  merchants 
«*  retired  to  Holland,  yet  were  they  prefently  in  great  danger  of  being  driven  out  again  by  the 
•*  Earl  of  Leicefter,  who,  by  the  intereft  of  the  clergy,  his  courtiers,  and  Englifti  fbldiers, 
**  endeavoured  to  make  himfelf  lord  of  the  country ;  ifluing  very  prejudicial  placarts  againft 
**  traffic  and  navigation,  defigning  by  furprize  to  have  feized  on  the  three  greateft  trading 
«*  cities,  viz.  Amfterdam,  Lcyden,  and  Enchuyfen."     In  another  place,  he  fays,  *«  that 
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1586  "  Lekrefter's  edift  at  Utrecht,  in  the  year  1586,  prohibiting  ftores  of  war,  provifions,  or  even 
*^  merchandize,  as  alfo  letters,  from  being  carried  to  the  Spaniards  or  their  allies,  &c.  would 
*'  probably  have  overthrown  all  the  advantages  which  Antwerp's  fall  had  brought  to  Holland  ; 
"  had  not  the  French,  Scots,  Danes,  and  Vandalic  Hans-towns,  interpofcd;  in  confcquence 
*'  of  which  that  cdift  was  fruftrated.  Neverthelefs,  the  bare  terror  of  its  being  to  lake  place, 
"  made  very  many  trading  people  leave  the  Netherlands,  who  fettled  at  Hamburg,  Bremen, 
"  Embden,  Sladen,  &c."  The  laft  named  edi£t,  Thuanus,  lib.  Ixxxv.  thinks,  was  in  order 
to  raife  money  by  this  means  for  carrying  on  the  war,  by  obliging  all  nations  to  purchafe  free 
navigation  at  high  prices.  Great,  however,  as  thofe  two  authors  are,  it  may  be  coniidercd, 
that  the  latter  was  a  Frenchman,  and  the  other  ftrongly  frenchificd,  a  violent  republican,  and 
foe  to  England. 
1587  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  his  mind  fo  intenfely  fet  upon  a  plantation  in  North  America,  that 
he  again  fent  out  three  fhips  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  perfons  of  both  fexes.  Thefe  planters 
Raleigh's  fupcrintendant  fettled  on  the  ifle  of  Roanoke,  where  he  found  the  fecond  colony  had 
been  deftroyed  by  the  natives.  Here  he  re-built  the  fort  and  houfes,  calling  the  place  the  city 
of  Raleigh  in  Virginia.  He  left  one  hundred  and  fifteen  men  in  this  new  fettlemcnt,  and  re- 
turned home;  where  he  remained  about  three  years  before  he  could  obtain  the  ncceflary  fup- 
plies,  which  he  had  promifed  to  bring  in  the  year  after  he  left  the  colony.  When  he  arrived 
in  159c,  with  thefe  fupplies,  both  of  men  and  (lores,  in  three  fhips ;  it  feems  fuch  of  the 
cplony  as  remained  alive  had  removed  to  a  place  on  the  continent  of  Virginia,  called  Croa- 
toan  ;  that  word  being  carved  on  the  trees.  To  this  place  they  intended  to  fail  in  fearch  of 
the  colony ;  but  a  ftorm  unfortunately  arifing,  the  fhips  loft  their  anchors  and  cables ;  and 
provifions  alfo  failing,  they  agreed  to  return  home,  leaving  that  mifcrable  colony  to  perilh, 
to  the  fhame  of  that  age ;  for  although  Raleigh  was  involved  in  difficulties  about  this  time,  yet 
furely  the  Queen  and  nation  fhould  have  had  compaffion  on  thofe  poor  men,  who  were  left 
as  it  were,  to  the  mercy  of  favages  in  a  wild  and  uncultivated  country. 

Thus  was  this  fcheme  of  a  plantation  in  Virginia  quite  laid  afide,  during  all  the  reft  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  ;  and  all  the  great  expence  of  Raleigh  and  the  other  adventurers  ut- 
terly thrown  away,  befides  the  lofs  of  many  mens  lives. 

The  firft  pofitive  law  ever  made  in  Scotland  for  fixing  the  rate  of  the  intereft  of  money  was 
in  this  year  1587,  by  the  fifty-fecond  aft  of  the  eleventh  Parliament  of  King  James  VI. ; 
whereby  the  legal  intereft  was  not  for  the  future  to  exceed  ten  pounds,  or  an  equivalent  to  five 
bolls  of  viftual,  for  one  hundred  pounds  by  the  year;  this  valuation  of  five  bolls  to  be  equal 
to  ten  pounds  Scots,  was  about  half  the  value  of  viftual  (i.e.  oatmeal)  in  the  prefent  age. 

The  law  made  in  the  reign  of  King  James  I.  of  Scotland,  for  fending  deputies  or  commif » 
fioners  to  Parliament,  to  reprefent  the  lefTer  barons  or  freeholders,  having  been  much  negledl- 
ed,  it  was  in  this  year  re-enafted,  and  was  ever  after  conftantly  kept  up,  as  well  as  the  reprc- 
fentatives  from  cities  and  towns. 

In  this  fame  King  James  Sixth's  reign,  there  were  feveral  ftrift  laws  made  for  the  confining 
of  commerce  in  Scotland  to  the  freemen  of  burghs  ; — {o  far,  that  no  workman  or  craftfman 
fhould  be  permitted  to  carry  on  his  craft  or  calling,  in  any  adjacent  fuburb  of  a  free  burgh, 
even  although  the  faid  fuburb  fhould  be  no  way  fubjcft  to  the  faid  burgh. 

Wheat,  according  to  the  Chronicon  Preciofum,  was  now  three  pounds  four  fhillings  per 

quarter  at  London ;  whilft  in  other  places  it  was  at  ten  fhillings  to  thirteen  fhillings  per 

bulhel ;  occafioned  by  exceffivc  exportation.     They  had  not  in  thofe  times  adopted  the  ftrift 
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1587  and  neceflary  regulations  as  we  have  done  in  later  times,  for  the  prevention  of  exceflivc  cx- 
portations,  unlefs  when  corn  is  at  a  moderate  price. 

About  this  time  Queen  Elizabeth  condefcended  to  grant  to  the  Steelyard  merchants  of  the 
German  Hans-towns,  the  very  fame  commercial  privileges  and  immunities,  in  point  of  cuf- 
toms  on  commerce,  as  were  enjoyed  by  her  own  natural-born  fubjefts ;  provided  however, 
that  her  Englifh  merchants  at  Hamburg  were  equally  well  treated ;  which,  heverthelefs,  did 
not  give  them  entire  content.  And  in  the  mean  time,  that  Queen  being  in  a  ftate  of  war  with 
Spain,  flie  gave  the  Hans-towns  due  notice  not  to  carry  into  Spain,  Portugal,  nor  Italy,  either 
provilions,  naval  ftores,  or  implements  of  war,  for  the  King  of  Spain's  ufe,  under  forfeiture 
thereof,  and  even  of  corporal  punifhment. 

In  England,  as  well  as  in  other  European  countries,  where  there  was  any  confiderable  com- 
merce, the  falaries,  and  daily  wages  or  pay  of  artificers,  foldicrs,  bailors,  labourers,  Sec.  be- 
came confiderably  enhanced  about  this  time;  occafioned  partly  by  the  general  increafe  of  com- 
merce, and  partly  by  the  great  acceflion  of  filver  bulhon,  annually  imported  from  the  Spanifli 
colonies  in  Mexico  and  Peru.  Of  this  enhancement  we  have  an  inftance  in  this  year  1587, 
from  the  undoubted  authority  of  Rymer's  Foedeni,  vol.  xvi.  p.  5,  **  wherein  Queen  Eliza- 
**  beth  grants  to  Sir  Thomas  Shirley  the  office  of  treafurer  of  her  army  in  the  Netherlands, 
**  with  an  allowance  of  one  pound  fix  fliillings  and  eight-pence  per  day,  for  his  own  diet,  as 
**  this  Englifh  record  exprefles  it,  and  ten  Ihillings  per  diem  for  his  vice-treafurer's  entertain- 
•'  ment :  alfo  fix  fliillings  and  eight-pence  per  diem  for  each  of  three  other  paymaflers.  The 
**  Queen  alfo  allows  him  one  per  cent,  for  portage  of  all  fuch  fums  of  money  as  fliould  come 
*'  to  his  hands  ;  with  all  other  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  former  treafurer  of  her  faid  army." 

In  the  fame  fixteenth  volume,  p.  6,  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  a  long  letter  of  the  Count  of 
Eaft  Friefland,  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  "  complaining  of  the  Hollanders,  who  had  blocked  up 
^'  his  river  Ems,  and  even  part  of  his  town  of  Embden,  fo  as  to  hinder  the  exportation  of 
*'  corn,  &c.  under  pretence  of  fuch  provifions  being  carried  to  the  Spaniards  their  enemies  ; 
*'  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,"  adds  this  Count,  "  they  themfelves  fend  two  hundred  vefl^cls  to- 
**  gether,  yearly,  laden  with  corn,  and  other  provifions,  &c.  to  their  mortal  enemy  the  King 
*'  of  Spain's  country,  for  the  fake  of  gain."  The  Count  tells  the  Queen,"  how  much  he 
**  had  formerly  encouraged  her  merchant-adventurers,  when  fettled  at  Embden;  alfo  how 
*'  much  even  they  were  obflrufted  in  carrying  their  cloth  into  the  inner  parts  of  the  empire, 
**  by  the  Hollanders  interruption  of  his  people's  commerce. — And  that  he  had  given  fuch  en- 
"  couragement  to  her  faid  merchants,  notwithftanding  all  the  endeavours  of  the  Imperial  and 
^*  Hanfeatic  cities  to  obftruft  it."  Yet  this  year  the  company  was  not  at  Embden,  but  had 
/     removed  from  Hamburg  to  Staden. 

Queen  Elizabeth  having  had  intelligence  of  the  formidable  preparations  of  Philip  II.  of 
Spain,  for  an  invafion  of  England,  had  fent  out  Sir  Francis  Drake,  with  a  fleet  of  forty  fhips, 
to  the  coaft  of  Spain,  where  he  deftroyed  many  fhips,  particularly  at  or  near  Cadiz  and  Lilbon, 
above  one  hundred  vefiels  laden  with  provifions  and  ammunition ;  he  alfo  took  a  rich  Por- 
tugal carrack  from  Eaft  India,  at  the  Azores ;  '*  out  of  the  papers  whereof,"  fays  Camden, 
in  Queen  Elizabeth's  hiftory,  **  the  Englifli  fo  fully  underftood  tlie  rich  value  of  the  Eaft 
'*  Indian  merchandize,  and  the  manner  of  trading  into  the  eaftern  world,  that  they  afterwards 
**  fet  up  a  gainful  trade  by  eflablifliing  a  company  of  Eaft  India  merchants  at  London."  He 
alfo  took  an  Argofie,  full  of  rich  merchandize. 

t  Here 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OFTHE     ORIGIN     OF     COMMERCE.  167 


A.D. 


IJ87  Here  we  muft  remark,  what  others  have  long  fince  done,  that  fuch  vaft  damages  done  to 
Spain  in  this  year  1587,  greatly  contributed  to  King  Philip's  being  conftrained  to  defer,  to  the 
following  year,  his  intended  invafion  of  England.— But,  another  greater,  and  feemingly  more 
effeftual  caufe  of  deferring  it,  docs  equal  honour  to  commerce,  and  to  Sir  Francis  Walfing- 
ham,  Secretary  of  State;  who,  by  the  aid  of  Thomas  Sutton,  Efq;  (who  was  afterwards  founder 
of  the  Charter-houfc  hofpital  in  London)  and  alfo  of  the  Queen's  merchant.  Sir  Thomas 
Grefham,  and  of  fome  others  jointly,  who  found  means  to  get  all  the  Spanifh  bills  of  exchange 
protefted,  which  were  drawn  on  the  merchants  of  Genoa,  and  which  were  to  fupply  Philip 
for  the  carrying  on  of  his  preparations.  *'  A  merchant  of  London,"  fays  Bifhop  Burnet's 
firft  volume,  p".  313,  of  the  Hiftory  of  his  Life  and  Times,  ''  being  very  well  acquainted  with 
*'  the  revenue  and  expence  of  Spain,  and  of  all  that  they  could  raife ;  and  knowing  alfo  that 
**  their  funds  were  fo  fwallowcd  up,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  them  to  viftual  and  fit  out  their 
**  fleet,  but  by  their  credit  on  the  bank  of  Genoa ;  he'  undertook  to  write  to  all  the  places  of 
*•  trade,  and  to  get  fuch  remittances  made  on  that  bank,  that  he  might  have  fo  much  of  the  . 
*'  money  in  his  own  hands,  as  there  fliould  be  none  current  there,  equal  to  the  great  occafion 
"  of  vidualling  the  Spanilh  fleet.  He  reckoned,  that  the  keeping  of  fuch  a  treafure  dead  in 
**  his  hands,  until  the  fealbn  of  viftualling  was  over,  would  be  a  lofs  of  forty  thoufand  pounds. 
**  And  he  managed  the  matter  with  fuch  fecrecy  and  fuccefs,  that  the  fleet  could  not  be  fct 
**  put  that  year.  At  fo  fmall  a  price,"  fays  the  BilTiop,  **  with  fo  flvilful  a  management,  was 
"  the  nation  faved  at  that  time  !"  Wheeler,  the  fecretary  and  hiftoriographcr  of  the  Englifli 
Merchant-adventurers  company,  in  his  book  already  fo  often  quoted,  alfo  aflerts,  *'  that  his  . 
"  faid  Fellowfliip  of  Merchant-adventurers  were  likewife,  on  this  occafion,  aflifting  to  the 
"  Queen  in  like  fort,  at  the  mart  of  Kiel  in  Holfl:ein."  All  which  dcmonftrates  the  great 
importance  of  mercantile  credit,  and  its  influence,  when  well  conducted,  in  matters  of  even  • 
the  higheft  (late  concern  to  a  nation. 

In  the  fame  year  i  S^J,  Mr.  John  Davis,  with  three  fhips  from  Dartmouth,  undertook  a 
third  voyage  for  the  difcovcry  of  a  north-weft  paflTage  to. China,  &c.  In  this  voyage,  he  met 
with  a  Bifcay  fhip,  whom  he  judged  to  be  engaged  in  fiihing  for  whales.  Nothing  materially 
different  happening  in  this  attempt  from  the  two  former,  he  returned  home  without  finding 
any  pafl!age,  having  again  gone  up  the  Strcights  which  bore  his  name,  to  no  efi^eft.  All  thefe 
three  voyages  were  much  encouraged  by  the  Lord  Treafurer  Burleigh,  Sir  Francis  Walfing- 
ham,  Secretary  of  State,  and  other  noblemen,  and  alfo  by  feveral  merchants.  Thofe  great 
men  knew,  from  what  had  already  been  difcovered,  as  alfo  from  the  frame  or  ftrufture  of  the 
terraqueous  globe,  that  fooncr  or  later  more  difcoveries  would  be  made  ;  and  that  as  it  would 
greatly  redound  to  the  benefit  of  the  nation,  fo  it  would  no  lefs  advance  their  own  glory  to  be 
the  inftruments  of  fuch  great  benefits  to  their  country. 
1588  King  Philip  II.  of  Spain,  though  difappointed,  as  we  have  juft  related,  of  invading  England 
in  the  vear  1587,  fent  his  fleet  and  troops  out  againft  England  in  the  memorable  year  1588. 
Our  Camden  aflierts,  '*  that  it  was  the  beft  appointed  in  men,  ammunition,  and  provifions, 
'*  of  all  that  ever  the  Ocean  faw,  and  was  called  by  the  arrogant  appellation  of  the  Invincible 
**  Armada."    Confiftingof 

Ships  of  all  kinds,  —  —  —  130 

•  Soldiers,  —  —  —  I9>290 

Sailors,  —  —  —  8,350 

Cannon,  —  —  —  2,630 
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1388       The  particulars  of  this  expedition,  long  fince  become  fo  thread-bare  a  fubjeft,  being  to  be 

found  in  all  our  own  hiflorics,  and  in  thofe  of  almoft  all  other  nations,  we  fhall  therefore  only 
very  briefly  remark,  that  our  fea  commanders  and  mariners,  on  this  occafion,  gained  immortal 
honour. 

The  great  Grotius,  in  the  fifth  book  of  his  Annals  of  the  Nethcrland  Wars,  has  the  follow- 
ing remark,  and  fine  encomium  thereon,  viz. 

**  The  glory  of  Greece  and  Rome,  which  anciently  efFefted  their  greateft  matters  by  naval 
**  viftories,  was  in  thefe  times  undoubtedly  equalled  by  the  fortune  and  valour  of  the  Englifli, 
*'  although  their  conquefts  were  more  flowly  as  well  as  more  fafely  obtained  over  Spain ;  and 
**  in  all  the  time  they  fought  with  the  Spaniards,  they  did  not  lofe  one  confidcrable  fhip,  nor 
**  above  one  hundred  men  ! — Whereas  the  Spaniards  endured  all  kinds  of  mifery ;  lofing  near 
**  five  thoufand  men,  and  their  beft  fhips." 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  16,  of  the  Foedera,  *'  we  fee  the  Queen's  letters  patent  to  Sir 
**  Francis  Drake,  to  govern  her  whole  fleet."  And  it  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  this  is 
the  firft  mention  wc  meet  with  in  the  Foedera  of  that  famous  fea  commander,  excepting  a 
fingle  inftance  of  the  preceding  year  1587,  being  a  complaint  of  the  magiftrates  of  Cologne  in 
Germany,  though  an  inland  city,  of  his  having  taken  an  Eaft  India  fhip,  bound  for  Lifbon, 
already  mentioned,  in  which  were  laden  various  Jcinds  of  merchandize  belonging  to  their  citi- 
zens ;  and  praying  the  Queen  to  rcftore  their  {aid  efFeft^s.  The  Lord  Admiral,  Charles,  Lord 
Howard  of  Effingham,  was  properly  the  chief  commander  of  the  Englifh  fleet  this  year,  and 
Drake  only  his  vice-admiral,  as  Sir  John  Hawkins,  and  Sir  Martin  Frobilher  were  his  rear- 
admirals.  The  whole  Englifh  fleet  confifled  of  but  fcventy-fix  fhips  paid  by  the  Queen,  and 
thirty-eight  by  the  city  of  London  ;  bcfide  eighty-three  coafters,  &c.  fent  by  feveral  other  fea 
ports;  in  all  one  hundred  and  nincty-feven  vefTels  great  and  fmall;  befides  thofe  of  Holland 
and  Zealand.  Some  of  our  vefTels,  filled  with  combuflible  matter,  and  fent  among  the  Spanilh 
Ihips,  are  faid  to  have  given  rife  to  the  terrible  invention  of  fire-fhips. 

In  fhort,  this  famed  Armada,  what  by  the  valour  of  the  Englifh  navy,  which,  though 
much  inferior,  had  many  difi^ercnt  fkirmifhes  with  them  in  the  Channel,  and  that  of  the 
Hates  of  the  new  Bclgic  republic; — what  alfo  by  the  Duke  of  Parma's  being  obftrufted  by  crofs 
accidents  with  his  land  and  fea  force  from  the  Netherlands,  to  join  thofe  of  Spain  ;  and  to 
which  may  be  added  very  violent  and  tempefluous  weather;  this  pompous  and  truly  powerful 
armament,  after  lofing  many  fhips  and  men,  was  obliged  to  retire  north  about  by  the  coafls 
of  Scotland,  and  from  thence  fouthward,  home  to  Spain,  by  the  wefl  coail  of  Ireland.  On 
the  Scotch  coafl  the  Spanifh  fleet  loft  many  fhips,  and,  according  to  Camden,  had  above  feven 
hundred  foldiers  and  failors  wrecked  there,  who,  by  the  interceflion  of  the  Prince  of  Parma 
to  King  James,  and  by  permiflion  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  were  afterwards  fent  over  to  the  Low 
Countries  :  but  thofe  who  were  fhipwrecked  on  the  Irifh  coafts  were  almofl  every  where  put 
to  the  fword.  King  Philip  the  Second's  minifters,  it  is  faid,  concealed  this  great  misfortune 
from  him  for  fome  days  ;  but,  it  feems,  on  perceiving,  by  the  fadnefs  of  their  countenances, 
that  fomewhat  difafterous  had  happened,  he  obliged  them  to  difclofe  the  whole  to  him  — 
Whereupon,  he  is  reported  to  have  greatly  faid,  **  God's  will  be  done ;  I  fent  my  Armada 

to  attack  England,  not  to  fight  againft  the  elements!" King  James  of  Scotland  behaved 

very  well  on  this  trying  occafion  ;  and  is  by  Camden  reported  to  have  facetioufly  faid.  That 
he  looked  for  no  other  favour  from  the  Spaniard  than  what  Polyphemus  promifed  to  UlyiTcs, 
namely,  that  after  all  tlie  reft  were  devoured,  he  fhould  be  the  laft  to  be  fwallowed.     And  thus 

were 
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ij88  were  not  only  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  the  new  republic  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, preferved  from  imminent  deftruftion,  but  alfo  the  equilibrium  of  the  general  liberties 
of  all  the  reft  of  Europe,  as  well  as  the  Proteftant  religion  in  Britain  and  clfewhere.  For,  at 
this  time,  the  monarchy  of  Spain  was  undoubtedly  the  moft  potent  of  any  in  Chriftendom  ; 
although  by  its  own  bad  meafurcs,  and  the  gradually  growing  power  of  Holland  and  England, 
and  foon  afterwards  of  France,  when  its  civil  wars  fubfided,  that  power,  not  many  years  af^ 
tcr  this  time,  began  to  fhew  evident  fymptoms  of  a  fatal  declenfion.  Out  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty-four  fhips,  which  for  this  great  attempt  came  out  of  Lilbon,  no  more  than  fifty-three 
returned  ;  only  one  of  the  galeaffes  of  Naples,  and  one  of  the  four  great  galleons  of  Portugal ; 
and  only  thirty-three  of  the  ninety-one  galleons  and  hulks  of  other  provinces  :  fo  that  jn  all, 
Spain  loft  eighty-one  fhips,  and  thirteen  thoufand  five  hundred  foldiers  and  mariners,  befidcs 
much  treafurc. 

Queen  Elizabeth  fends  Daniel  Rogers  as  her  Envoy  to  the  DaniOi  court,  not  only  for  keep- 
ing that  crown  from  abetting  her  foes,  but  for  preventing  their  general  pradice  of  ftopping 
Englifh  merchant  ftiips  in  paffing  the  Sound,  for  private  mens  offences;  and  that  the  toll  for 
that  padage  might  not  be  paid  by  the  Englifta  but  at  their  return  homeward  from  the  Baltic  Sea, 
and  this  only  m  the  ufual  money  of  Denmark,  fays  Camden  :  moreover,  that  the  owners 
fhould  not  fufFcr  punifhment  for  the  frauds  committed  by  pilots  :  that,  moreover,  the  packs 
of  cloths  might  be  free  from  impofts,  and  that  the  cuftom  called  laft-gelt  might  be  releafed  to 
the  Englifh.  All  which,  however,  were  at  this  time  poftponed,  under  pretence  of  the  King's 
minority,  *'  For  the  Danes  were  a  little  difcontented  with  the  Englifh,"  continues  Camden, 
"  for  that  they  now  failed  intb  Ruflia,  not  by  the  Sound,  but  by  the  coafts  of  Norway,  Fin- 
*'  mark,  and  Lapland,  &c.  But  Boris  Theodorides,  CzarofRuffia,  who  this  year  fucceed- 
**  ed  Theodore  Joannides,  or  Janowitz,  omitted  no  means  to  help  the  Englifli,  ^nd  by  all 
"  good  offices  to  procure  the  Queen's  amity."  Rogers  alfo  demanded,  that  the  ancient  league, 
which  was  to  be  renewed  every  feven  years,  for  liberty  for  the  Englifh  to  fifh  at  Iceland,  might 
not  be  evaded  ;  which  point  was  alfo  poftponed. 

As  the  number  of  men  in  a  nation  is  of  the  laft  importance,  we  fliall  here  quote  a  paragraph 
of  the  anonymous  author  of  a  fmall  folio  treatife,  publifhed  in  1689,  intitled.  The  happy  fu- 
ture State  of  England,  p.  249,  he  fays  "  That  Mr.  Pepys,  once  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty^ 
*«  fhewed  him  a  paper,  mentioning,  that  the  whole  number  of  men  in  the  realm  of  Spain 
**  taken  by  afecret  furvey,  fome  time  (as  is  fuppofed)  before  the  year  1588,  was  but  one  mil^ 
**  lion  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety,  exclufive  of  the 
*'  regular  and  fecular  clergy."  Now,  v^e  may  here  obferve,  that  if  it  be  true,  as  is  generally 
picfumed,  that  all  the  grown  u^  men  of  a  country  are  about  one  fourth  part  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple, men,  women,  and  children  ;  then,  multiplying  the  faid  one  million  one  hundred  and 
t^vcnty-five  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety,  by  four,  gives  us  the  whole  people,  in  the 
kingdom  of  Spain  about  this  time,  viz.  four  million  five  hundred  and  one  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  fixty  fouls  :  the  fmallnefs  of  which  number,  in  focxtenfivc  a  country,  .is  cafily  to 
be  accounted  for,  when  we  duly  confider, 

I.  Their  driving  out  fuch  vaft  numbers  of  Moors  and  Jews,  and  their  receiving  no  foreign 
fupplies  in  their  ftead. 

II.  Their  fending  out  continually  fuch  numbers  of  their  own  people,  for  about  eighty  years 
preceding,  to  plant  their  American  dominions.    And, 

Vol.  II.  Y  Laftly 
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1588  Laftly,  The  confuming  and  deftruftive  wars  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  and  his  fon  King 
*  Philip  II.  in  the  Netherlands,  Italy,  &c.  There  are  even  many  in  our  own  days  of  opinion, 
that  Spain  does  not  at  prefent  contain  above  five  millions  of  fouls. 

The  manufafture  of  that  fort  of  fuperfine  linen  cloth  called  Cambrick,  which  took  its  name 
from  the  city  of  Cambray  in  the  Walloon  Netherlands,  was  at  this  time  fo  confiderable  in  that 
city,  according  to  the  very  good  authority  of  Thuanus,  that  an  exaft  account  being  taken,  by 
perfons  verfed  in  fuch  matters,  it  was  found  that  there  were  annually  manufaftured  in  that  city 
fixty  thoufand  webs  or  pieces  of  cambrick  ;  which  being  valued,  one  with  another,  at  forty 
florins  each,  amounts  to  two  million  four  hundred  thoufand  florins,  or  about  two  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  yearly. — Thuani,  lib.  89,  fub  anno  1588. 

The  Happy  future  State  of  England,  (already  quoted)  under  this  fame  year,  relates,  p.  127^ 
**  That  in  a  remonftrance  of  the  Corporation  of  the  Trinity  Houfe,  in  the  year  1602,  to  the 
**  Earl  of  Nottingham,  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England,  extant  in  Sir  Julius  Caefar's  Collec- 
**  tions,  it  is  faid,  that  in  the  year  1588,  Queen  Elizabeth  had  at  fea  one  hundred  and  fifty 
'  **  failof  fhips,  whereof  only  forty  were  her  own,"  (the  largeft  of  which  were  not  bigger  than 
one  of  our  modern  fourth  rates  ;  yet  flie  was  then  the  next  bed  maritime  power  to  Spain  ;  the 
reft  of  Europe,  Venice  excepted,  having  very  few  fhips  of  force  in  thofe  times)  *'  and  one 
**  hundred  and  ten  were  the  fliips  of  her  fubjefts.  And  that  in  the  faid  year,  there  were  likewifc 
**  one  hundred  and  fifty  fail  of  Englifh  merchant  fliips  employed  in  trading  voyages  to  all  parts 
•*  and  countries  ;  each  being  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden,  one  with  another. 
"  Alfo,  that  all  thofe  three  hundred  fliips  were  manned  with  thirty  thoufand  feamen,  viz.  the 
•*  Queen's  forty  fhips  with  twelve  thoufand,  or  three  hundred  in  each  fhip  ;  the  one  hundred 
**  and  ten  hired  ones  with  twelve  thoufand  one  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  ten  in  each  fhip 
•*  on  an  average  ;  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  trading  fhips,  with  fix  thoufand  feamen,  or  forty  in 
•*  each  fhip."  But  this  remonftrance  further  adds,  "  That  in  a  little  above  twelve  years  fince 
*'  the  faid  year  1588,"  /.  e.  at  or  near  the  time  they  made  that  remonftrance,  "  the  fhipping, 
**  and  the  number  of  feamen  were  decayed  about  one  third  part."  This  declenfion  of  our  ma- 
ritime power,  was,  without  doubt,  owing  to  the  Queen's  wars  with  Spain,  by  the  great  lofs 
of  fhipping  in  thofe  wars,  and  in  the  many  private  expeditions  and  adventures  of  our  people 
to  Atnerica,  Africa,  &c. 

"  Both  before  and  after  the  year  1588,"  continues  the  lafl  quoted  author,  thld.  **  upon 
•'  S{5ain's  complaining  that  the  Englifh  fhips  frequented  the  Indian,  &c.  feas.  Queen  £liza- 
**  zabeth"  as  Camden  and  others  alfo  obferve,  "  declared,  that  the  ocean  was  free  to  all ; 
*'  forafmuch  as,  neither  nature,  nor  regard  of  public  ufe,  do  permit  the  exclufive  poffeflion 
**  thereof.  The  like  anfwer  fhe  made  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  who  would  needs  fet  up  a 
**  claim  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  feas  of  Norway  and  Iceland,  becaufe  he  was  Lord  of  the 
**  fhores  on  both  fides,  faying,  that  the  Kings  of  England  never  prohibited  the  navigation  and 
**  fifhing  on  the  Irifh  fea  or  channel,  even  though  they  be  Lords  alfo  of  both  fhores."  Yet  in 
the  cafe  of  the  Ruffia  Company's  fhips,  we  have  feen,  under  the  year  1583,  the  Queen  partly 
complied  with  the  Danifh  claim. 

xO"  How  different  this  ftile  is  from  that  of  the  writers  in  the  reigns  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
next  two  fucceflbrs,  and  of  fome  even  of  later  times,  on  this  fubjeft,  will  be  feen  in  its  proper 
place.  Echard,  and  moft  other  of  our  Englifh  hiftorians,  alfo  give  us  that  great  Queen's  an- 
fwer to  the  complaints  of  Mendoza,  the  Spanifh  ambafTador,  in  the  year  1580,  upon  Drake's 
return  from  his  navigation  round  the  globe,  viz.  **  That  as  to  Drake's  failing  on  the  Indian 
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1588  "  fcas,  It  was  as  lawful  for  her  fabjefts  to  do  fo,  as  for  the  Spaniards  ;  lince  the  fea  and  air  arc 

••  common  to  all  men." 

In  this  fame  famous  year  1588,  what  is  called  the  Cheft  at  Chatham  was  firfl  erefted,  being 
a  contribution  for  the  benefit  and  relief  of  maimed  and  fuperannuated  Englifh  mariners,  out 
of  which  penfions  arc  paid  to  fuch  for  their  lives,  by  the  advice  and  influence  of  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  Sir  John  Hawkins,  &c.  It  was,  at  firft,  only  a  voluntary  monthly  contribution  of  the 
mariners,  out  of  their  pay,  for  the  fuccour  of  their  then  wounded  brethren ;  but  was  afterwards 
made  perpetual  by  Queen  Elizabeth.  By  an  aft  of  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  the  year  1649, 
cap,  xxiv.  For  aboliftiing  of  Deans  and  Chapters,  and  Selling  of  their  Lands,  we  find,  that 
this  cheft  had  been  ufually  kept  at  what  is  called  the  Hill-houfe  at  Chatham,  which,  with  its 
gardens,  &c.  had  belonged  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Rochefter.  Until  the  noble  founda- 
tion of  Greenwich  Hofpital  by  King  William  III.  this  was  the  only  charity  of  that  kind  for 
diftrcfled  failors.  Bilhop  Gibfon,  in  his  Additions  to  Camden's  Britannia,  obferves,  •*  That 
**  the  navy  of  England  has  always  owed  more  to  the  county  of  Kent,  than  to  all  the  other  coun- 
"  ties  together  ;  on  account  of  the  number  and  importance  of  the  places  of  that  county,  fub- 
"  fervient  to  the  royal  navy,  which,  bcfide  the  above  named  place,  of  Chatham  yards,  docks, 
**  &c.  has  Greenwich,  Deptford,  Woolwich,  Shecrnefs,  and  Dover,  fubfervient  to  it.** 
•*  How  much  thcfe  dock-yards,  ftore-houfes,  &c.  have  been  increafed  and  improved  fince 
Camden's  time,  and  even  fince  the  firft  edition  of  Bifhop  Gibfon's  Additions,  in  the  year 
1692,  would  require  a  volume  fully  to  defcribe.  And  there  are  additions,  enlargements,  and 
very  ufeful  and  beautiful  improvements  conftantly  making  to  thofe  places,  and  aifo  to  die  two 
famous  ports  of  Portfmouth  and  Plymouth :  fo  that  the  King's  yards  alone  appear  like  large 
towns  of  themfelvcs.  And  as  a  beginning  is  made  for  the  like  end  at  Milford  Haven,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  authority  will  efFeftually  compleat  the  fortifications,  docks,  &c.  of  that  incomparable 
haven,  even  in  this  generation. 

Dr.  Gyles  Fletcher  being  in  this  fame  year  fent  Queen  Elizabeth's  ambaflador  to  Ruffia,  ob- 
tained, although  not  without  difficulty,  a  renewal  of  certain  former  grants ;  fuch  as  liberty  for 
the  Englifti  Ruflia  Company  to  trade  through  Ruffia  into  Perfia;  alfo  payment  of  part  of  the 
debts  due  by  Ruffian  fubjefts  to  that  Company  ;  and  that  no  Englifliman,  refiding  in  Ruffia, 
fliould  be  reputed  of  the  Company,  unlefs  he  be  acknowleged  and  authorifed  by  them.  But 
the  Czar  would  never  be  brought  to  allow  our  faid  Company  its  original  exclufive  trade  to 
this  country  :  for  which,  and  other  caufes,  the  Company's  commerce  was  at  this  time  very 
much  decayed. 

An  Englifh  fhip  and  pinnace  from  London,  made  at  this  time,  a  profpcrous  voyage  to  Be- 
nin, on  the  weft  coaft  of  Africa,  fouthward.  Queen  Elizabeth  alfo,  in  the  fame  year,  grant- 
ed a  patent  for  ten  years  to  come,  to  forae  merchants  of  Exeter,  and  other  towns  in  Devon* 
fhire,  and  two  London  merchants,  for  an  exclufive  trade  to  the  rivers  Senegal  and  Gambia  in 
Guinea:  **  becaufe,"  fays  this  patent,  **  the  adventuring  of  a  new  trade  cannot  be  a  matter 
**  of  fmall  diarge  and  hazard  to  the  adventurers  in  the  beginning. — Provided,  however,  that 
**  at  any  time  after  the  date  hereof,  the  Queen,  or  fix  Privy  Counfellors,  may  in  writing  re- 
"  voke  this  patent,  upon  fix  months  notice."  Here  is  another  inftance  of  little  moi'e  than 
the  name  of  an  exclufive  Company  to  be  depended  on  for  any  certain  determined  time. 
1589  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  juft  refcntment  of  the  King  of  Spain's  fending  his  grand  armada  againft 
her  in  the  preceding  year,  determined,  in  the  year  1589,  to  carry  her  arms  into  that  enemy's 
country  :  and  fhc  at  this  time  took  the  moft  frugal  method  of  doing  it,  by  encouraging  of  pri- 
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1589  vate  adventurers  to  undertake  it,  at  their  own  coft,  but  under  her  authority,  they  railing  men 
botli  for  land  and  fea  fervice,  for  annoying  and  defpoiling  the  Spaniards  j  the  Queen  only  fup« 
plying  them  with  fix  of  her  own  fhips,  to  which  the  Dutch  joiiitrd  fome  of  theirs.  For  this 
end,  Sir  Francis  Drake  for  the  fea  fervice,  and  Sir  John  Nprrisfor  the  army,  procured  many 
to  joiawith  them  in  fo  promifing  a  projeft>  and  took  with  them  Don  Antonio,  pretending 
to  the  crown  of  Portugal.  Stowe  makes  the  number  of  Ihips  aflembled  for  that  end  to  be  one 
hundred  and  forty-fix,  and  fourteen  thoufand  men ;  Camden  fays,  eleven  thoufand  foldiers, 
and  one  thoufand  five  hundred  failors.  But  Rapin  only  eighty  (hips,  and  eleven  thoufand  fol- 
diers.  With  this  force  they  landed  at  Corunna,  in  Gallicia ;  and  the  lower  town  they  took, 
but  could  not  poflefs  themfelves  of  the  higher ;  tl>ey  next  take  Peniche,  and  from  thervce  the 
army  proceeds  over  land,  and  the  fleet  goes  to  Lilbon,  for  the  attacking  of  Portugal,  in  behalf 
of  the  baftard  Don  Antonio,  Prior  of  Crato,  pretending  to  that  crown,  in  oppofiiion  to  Phi- 
lip of  Spain,  in  poiTcflion  of  it :  yet  there  were  fo  many  Spanifh  troops  in  and  near  that  city, 
that  they  could  not  take  it.  They  then  take  Cafcais,  a  tawn  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tagus. 
**  And  here,  to  recompcnce  their  charges,"  fays  Camden,  *'  they  tojok  about  fixty  hulks,  or 
**  fly  boats,  of  the  German  Hans-towns,  laden  with  wheat  ajid  warlike  flores,  to  fupnifti  a 
**  new  armada  againft  England.  They  kept  tUc  ladings,  but  difchargcd  the  Ihips ;  which 
"  Hanfeatic  fliips,  left  they  fhould  be  taken,  had  failed  by  the  Orkneys,  the  weftern  ifles  of 
"  Scotland,  and  the  weft  fide  of  Ireland,  becaufe  Queen  Elizabeth  had*'  (as  we  have  related) 
•*  forewarned  the  Hans-towns,  that  they  fhould  not  carry  any  viftuals  nor  provifion  for  war 
**  into  Spain  nor  Portugal,  under  pain  of  lofs  of  fhips  and  goods."  Yet  although  this  was  a 
legal  capture,  it  ncverthelefs  gave  Queen  Elizabeth  much  trouble  for  feveral  years  after,  iiv 
anfwering  remonftrances,  &c.  from  the  Empire,,  and  alfo  from  Poland  and  Dantzick,  they 
being  deeply  concerned  in  this  feizure;  and  in  the  end  produced  a  total  breach  between  Eng- 
land and  the  Hans-towns.  At  length,  after  taking  Viga  by  ftorm,  they  returned  home  to 
England  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  very  rich  booty,  fays  Camden ;. 
though  others  thought  otherwife,.  and  that  all  their  atchievements  and  booty  did  not  rccom- 
pence  the  charge  and  lofs  of  fix  thoufand  of  their  foldifcrs  and  failors.  This  is,  perhaps,  the 
greateft  privateering  enterprize,  if  it  may  be  properly  fo  termed,  of  any  in  the  later  ages,  of  the 
world. 

In  the  fame  year  1589,  the  brave  and  enterprifing  Earl  of  Cumberland,  with  feveral  fhips, 
failed  on  a  private  adventure  to  the  Azores^  or  Weftern  Ifles>  where  he  took  many  good  prizes 
from  the  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  Weft  Indies,  &c.  feized  and  ranfomed  tlie  town  of  Fyal,  and 
returned  home  with  a  great  booty,  though  much  diftreflfed  by  ftorms,  &c.  At  the  Azores,. 
Lord  Cumberland  met  with  three  or  four  Scotifh  fhips,  who  fupplied  him  with  wine  and  wa- 
ter ;  and  this  is  the  firft  accouilt  we  have  met  with  of  Scotifh  fhips  making  fo  long  a  voyage  ia 
fuch  early  days. 

It  is  fcarcely  worth  recording,  that,  in  the  fame  year  15&9,  an  abortive  privateering  adven- 
ture was  attempted  from  Plymouth,  with  three  fhips  for  the  South  Seas  of  America;  one  of 
which  was  of  three  hundred  and  fort y,^ and  another  of  three  hundred  tons  ;.  but  none  of  them 
^'^    could  get  through  the  Streights  of  Magellan,  and  all  three  were  loft  in  returning,  with  their 
equipage,  excepting  fix  men,  who  got  home  to,  give  this  account. 

In  this  fame  year  1589,.  William  Lec;  M.  A.  of  St.  John's  College  in  Cambridge,  invents 
cd  an  engine,  or  fteel  loom,,  called  the  Stockmg  Frame,  for  knitting  or  weaving  of  ftockings. 
This  was  but  twenty-eight  years  after  wc  had  firft  learned  from  Spain  the  mejhod  of  knitting 
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1589  them  by  wires  or  needles.  Mr.  Lee's  invention  has  proved  of  great  benefit  to  the  ftocking- 
manufafturc,  by  enabling  England,  in  after  times,  to  export  vaft  quantities  of  filk  {lockings 
to  Italy,  &c.  where  it  feems,  (by  Sir  Jofiah  Child's  excellent  Difcourfes  on  Trade,  firft  pub- 
liflied  in  the  year  1670)  they  had  not  then  got  the  ufe  of  the  ftocking-frame,  tliough  little  fliort 
of  one  hundred  years  after  its  invention.  Yet  Dr.  Howell,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  World, 
▼ol.  ii.  p.  222,  makes  this  invention  eleven  years  later,  in  the  year  1600  ;  and  adds,  that  Mr. 
Lee  not  only  taught  this  art  in  England  and  in  France,  but  his  fervants  did  the  fame  in  Spain, 
Venice,  and  in  Ireland. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  King  Henry  IV.  of  France  brought  the  filk  manufafture  of  that 
kingdom  to  confiderable  improvement.  Before  this  time,  the  filk-worm  and  mulberry-trees 
had  been  propagated  in  the  more  foutliern  provinces  of  France,  viz.  in  the  Lyonnois,r  Dau- 
phine,  Provence,  and  Languedoc  ;  but  that  King  not  only  carried  it  as  far  north  as  Orleans, 
but  brought  filk  to  be  an  univerfatmanufaflure  in  France. 

The  manufafturc  of  cloth,  both  woollen  and  linen,  in  France,  was  likewife  much  propagat- 
ed in  that  King's  reign,  as  alfo  many  other  mechanical  works  ;  *'  fo  that  the  French,"  fays 
De  Witt's  Intereft  of  Holland,  **  could  now  fupply  others  with  more  manufaSures  than  fo- 
**  rcigners  could  take  off;  whereas,  formerly,  the  bulk  of  the  people  of  France  fubfifted  by 
*'  tillage  and  vine-dreffing." 

Mezerai  fays,  that  the  faid  King  Henry  IV.  attempted  to  breed  filk-worras  at  the  Thuille- 
ries  in  Paris,  at  Fontainbleau,  and  at  the  Caftle  of  Madrid^  near  Paris,  and  caufed  great  num- 
bers of  white  raulberry-trces  to  be  planted  in  all  tlic  adjacent  parifhes  ;  but  the  attempt  was  not 
crowned  with  fuccefs. 

1590  In  or  about  the  year  1590^  was  the  invention  of  the  Telefcope  or  Spying  Glafs  difcovered, 
being  juftly  efteemed  one  of  tlie  moft  ufeful  and  excellent  difcoveries  of  modern  times,  though 
it  was,  it  feems,  produced  by  mere  chance.  The  common  account  is,  that  two  children  of 
one  Janflen,  a  fpe£lacle-maker  of  Middleburg  in  Zealand,  being  at  play  in  their  father's  Ihop, 
and  looking  through  two  pieces  of  glafs  between  their  fingers,  which  were  at  fome  fmall  dif- 
tance  from  each  other,  the  weatheroock  of  the  church  fteeple  appeared  to. them  unufaally  large, 
and  much  nearer.  Of  this  they  inftantly  told  their  father^  who,  furpuifed  alfo  at  fir{l„  made 
the  experiment  of  fixir^  two-^fuch  pieces  of  glafs  in  brazen  circles  or  cylinders,  fo  as  they 
might  be  placed  nearer  or  farthervat  pleafure.  Janflen  very  foon  improved  this  difcovery  fo 
mfuch,  that  he  prefented  a  telefcope  twelve  inches  long  to  Prince  Maurice,  and  another  to  the 
Archduke  Albert.  Mr.  Wotton,  in  his  Reflcftions  upon  Ancient  and  Modern  Learning,  re- 
lates, **  That  Prince  Maurfce,  conjefturing  that  they  might  be  of  great  ufe  in  war,  defired 
**•  him  to  conceal  his  Cecret :  and  for  tliat  reafon  his^  name  was  fo  little  known,,  that  neither 
**  Dcs  Cartes  nor  Gerhard  Voffius  had  ever  heard  any  thing,  of  him,  when  they  attributed 
"  this  invention  to  one  Jacobus  Metius  of  Alcmaer."  None  of  thofe  firft  tekfcopcs,  how- 
ever, were  above  eighteen  inches  long;  neither  were  they  properly  framed  for  making  of 
aftronoraical  obfervations,  until  Galileo,  Aftronomer  to  the  Grand  Luke  of  Tufcany,  hear- 
ing of  this  difcovery  for  bringing  ohyefts  nearer,  made  fuch  great  improvements  therein,  as 
tohave  gamed  him,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  the  honour  of  the  invention  itfelf,  by  giving  ta 
the  telefcope  the  appellation  of  Galileo's  Tube.  Some,  indeed,  make  this  noble  invention 
to  have  happened  .eleven  years  later,  and  that  J.  Baptifta  Porta,  anohle,Nea:po^itan,  was  the 
firft  inventor;  but  the-  general  belief  is  as  above,  .  Our  incomparable  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  was 
the  inventor  of  the  Refleding  Telefcope^  confifting  of  fpecula,  or  mirrors,  inilead  of  lenfes,. 
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1590  which  has  been  fincc  much  impro>^cd,  and  is  much  more  exaft  and  ufeful  tlian  refraAing 
ones.  The  Microfcope,  which  magnifies  the  fmalleft  objefts,  fo  as  to  be  diftinftly  viewed, 
was  difcoveied  in  the  year  1621,  and  it  is  faid  this  happened  both  in  Naples  and  Holland  at  the 
fame  time.  Mezerai  makes  this  invention  eighteen  years  later ;  yet  he  adds,  that  even  the  an- 
cients muft  have  known  the  ufe  of  them,  if  what  Roger  Bacon  fays  be  true,  viz.  '*  That  Ju- 
**  lius  Caefar  being  on  the  Belgic  Ihorc,  oppofite  to  Great  Britain,  did,  with  certain  great 
**  burning-glafles,  difcover  the  pofture  and  difpofition  of  the  Britons  army,  and  all  the  coaft 
"  country :" — which  information  is  left  to  the  faith  of  fuch  as  chufe  to  believe  it. 

By  the  telefcope,  aftronomy  is  brought  to  fuch  a  degree  of  perfeftion,  as  it  was  impofliblc 
for  the  ancients  to  arrive  at,  being  without  it.  Navigation,  and  confequently  commerce,  has 
alfo  received  very  great  afliftance  from  a  more  perfeft  difcovcry  of  the  heavenly  bodies  ;  and  the 
mifcrofcope  has  whole  volumes  publiflied  of  its  wondrous  atid  amazing  difcoveries. 

We  have  the  beft  authority  for  fixing  the  date  of  the  firft  manufaSuring  of  Sail  Cloth  in 
England  to  this  year  1590,  being  the  preamble  to  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  firft  year  of  King 
James  I.  cap.  xxiii.  reciting,  that  **  whereas  the  cloths  called  mildernix,  and  powl-davies, 
*'  whereof  fails  and  other  furniture  for  the  (hipping  and  navy  are  made,  were  heretofore  alto- 
**  gcther  brought  out  of  France  and  other  parts  beyond  fca,  and  tlie  ikill  and  art  of  making 
"  and  weaving  of  the  faid  cloths  never  known  or  ufed  in  England  until  about  the  thirty-fc- 
**  cond  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  Queen  Elizabeth,"  that  is,  in  the  year  1590,  **  about  which 
**  time,  and  not  before,  the  perfeft  art  or  Ikill  of  making  and  weaving  the  faid  cloths  was  at- 
**  tained  to,  and  fince  praflifcd  and  continued  in  this  realm,  to  the  great  benefit  and  commo- 
**  dity  thereof,  &c.'* 

As  we  ftill  excel  all  the  nations  upon  earth,  both  in  naval  power  and  maritime  commerce, 
every  thing  relative  to  either  fhould,  as  far  as  is  prafticablc,  come  to  us  at  the  firft  hand.  Yet, 
though  it  may  feem  fomewhat  ftrange  that  a  nation,  in  thofe  days  very  far  from  being  eminent 
in  fliipping,  fhould  fo  long  have  fupplied  us  with  this  great  article,  it  ought  to  be  confidered, 
that  they  were,  at  that  time,  and  long  before  we  engaged  in  it,  eminent  for  the  manufafture 
of  many  kinds  of  excellent  cloths,  made  both  of  flax  and  hemp ;  and  that  perfcftion,  in  alraoft 
every  art,  is  not  to  be  attained  but  by  very  flow  degrees. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  54,  we  have  a  letter,  in  French,  from  the  States 
General  of  the  United  Netherlands  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  •*  loudly  complaining  of  the  great 
**  and  cxceflive  damages  done  to  their  merchants  and  people  by  her  fhips  of  war,  as  well  in 
**  her  ports  as  on  the  feas,  in  the  return  homewards  from  the  weftern  parts,"  /.  e.  Spain  and 
Portugal,  "  amounting,  as  by  vouchers,  to  one  million  fix  hundred  thoufand  florins."  They 
fubjoin,  "  That  the  people  of  the  United  Provinces  do  not  depend  either  on  the  intrinfic 
**  riches  or  extent  of  their  country,  both  being  very  inconfiderable ;  but  their  whole  depend* 
**  ence  is  on  their  navigation  and  trafllic,  which  muft  be  inviolably  fupported,  otherwife  their 
**  merchants  will  withdraw  into  other  countries,  and  the  States  will  be  rendered  utterly  inca- 
**  pable  of  carrying  on  the  prefent  war  againft  the  King  of  Spain. — That,  at  this  very 
**  time,  their  fhips,  failing  towards  the  Weft,  and  to  France,  and  returning,  arc  daily 
•*  more  and  more  pillaged  and  robbed  by  the  Queen's  fubjefts,  who  are  fo  cruel  as  to 
-"  oblige  the  Hollanders,  whom  they  rob,  to  give  it  to  them  under  their  hands,  that  the 
"  goods  they  are  robbed  of  are  fairly  bought  of  them  by  the  Englifh. — And  in  fine,  that  their 
•^*  people  can  no  longer  endure  fuch  cruel  ufage,  which  will,  in  the  end,  redound  to  the  dif- 
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1590  advantage   of  her,"    (the  Queen's)  **  dominions.     Wherefore  they  urge  her  to  a  fpeedy  and 
♦•  effeaual  redrefs,  &c." 

To  thefe  complaints,  die  Queen's  council  reply,  in  fubftance,  (ih!d.  p,  61)  the  fame  year, 
"  That  fuch  as  have  really  fufFercd  damage  on  the  above  account,  have  either  already  had 
**  fatisfadlion,  ©r  will  have  it,  upon  proper  application.  And  that  the  Queen  will  fpeedily 
**  fend  over  to  Holland  a  perfon  of  diftinftion,  in  order  to  fettle  with  the  Slates  all  the  mat- 
**  ters  complained  of." 

Thefe  robberies,  as  the  States  term  them,  were  occafioned  by  the  Hollanders  trading  to  the 
Spanifh  territories,  (here  cautioufly  hidden  under  the  words  Weftern  Parts)  notwithftanding 
that  the  States,  as  well  as  the  Queen  were  at  war  with  Spain.  A  praftice  which  the  Dutch 
have,  at  all  times,  not  only  ufed,  but  pleaded  for,  even  in  their  ofFenfive  alliances  with  Great 
Britain,  and  much  more  when  in  a  ftate  of  neutrality  ;  of  which  we  have  no  need  to  produce 
inftances,  becaufe  they  are  innumerable,  and  many  of  them  very  recent  ones. 

In  the  fame  year  1590,  a  fecond  voyage  was  made  from  London,  with  the  fame  fhip  and 
pinnace  as  in  the  year  1588,  to  Benin  in  Africa,  which  was  alfo  profperous.  In  both  voyages, 
their  cargoes  outward  were  linen  and  woollen  cloths,  iron  manufactures,  bracelets  of  copper, 
glafs  beads,  coral,  hawks  bells,  horfes  tails,  hats,  &c.  and  they  brought  home  Guinea  pepper, 
elephants  teeth,  oil  of  palm,  cotton  cloth,  and  cloth  made  of  the  bark  of  trees. 

In  Giovanni  Botero's  fecond  book  of  the  Caufes  of  the  Magnificence  and  Greatnefs  of  Ci- 
ties, chap,  viii.  he  tells  us,  *'  That  excellent  fugars  were  produced  in  the  ifland  of  Madeira," 
where  at  prefent,  in  our  days,  we  hear  of  none  at  all. 

The  fame  year  1590  is  memorable  for  the  gallant  behaviour  often  Englifh  merchant  fhips, 
returning  home  from  Conflantinople,  Venice,  &c.  who,  in  the  Streight  of  Gibraltar,  fought 
twelve  Spanifh  gallies,  each  of  which  was  manned  with  three  hundred  men,  and  after  fix  hours 
made  them  fly,  without  lofing  a  man,  although  the  Spanifh  gallies  lofl  many  men,  and  were 
greatly  hurt. 

The  province  of  Sanioieda,  the  mofl  northerly  part  of  the  Ruffian  territories,  was  now  firfl 
brought  under  the  Ruffian  monarchy,  it  having  been  before  unknown  to  Ruffia,  as  lying  in  a 
extremely  cold  climate,  over  againfl  Nova  Zembla.  Thofe  new  tributaries  are  now  faid  to  have 
agreed  to  pay  two  fable  fkins  yearly  per  head  to  the  Czar,  by  which  regulation  the  trade  to 
Ruffia  became  greatly  increafed. 

The  country  of  Siberia,  lying  fouth  of  Samoieda,  had  been  difcovered  and  reduced  a  little 
before  this  time,  and  has  fince  been  greatly  improved,  and  thereby  has  confiderably  increafed 
the  revenue  of  Ruffia,  not  only  from  their  fine  furs  of  many  kinds,  but  from  their  excellent 
iron  works,  as  alfo  from  their  flurgeon,  falmon,  &c.  in  great  quantities,  to  the  confiderablc 
increafe  of  the  commerce  of  Ruffia. 

Strype,  Stowe,  and  later  authors  relate,  that  in  this  year,  by  reafon  of  a  combination  at 
Newcallle  upon  Tyne,  coals  were  raifed  in  London  to  the  exceffive  price  of  nine  fhillings  per 
chaldron,  whereas  the  ufual  price,  for  feveral  preceding  years,  was  but  four  (hillings. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  at  this  time,  prudently  and  carefully  examining  her  income,  that  fo  fhe 
might  be  the  more  able  to  determine  the  quantity  of  her  outgoings, — found  her  cuftoms  had 
been  long  farmed  at  fourteen  thoufand  pounds  yearly,  which  fhe  foon  raifed  to  forty-two  thou- 
fand  pounds,  and  at  length  to  fifty  thoufand  pounds ;  and  farmed  them  flill  to  Sir  Thomas 
Smith,  who  had  fo  long  had  them  at  fourteen  thoufand  pounds. 

3  .  Till 
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1590  Till  about  this  time,  fays  Sir  Philip  Medows,  in  his  excellent  Obfervatlons  concerning  the 
Dominion  and  Sovereignty  of  the  Seas,  from  the  Memoirs  of  the  Duke  of  Sully,  **  The  na- 
*•  val  ftrength  of  the  crown  of  France  was  about  half  a  dozen  fhips  of  war,  fuch  as  they  were, 
**  at  Brcft  andRochelle,  and  about  a  fcore  of  gallies  in  the  Mediterranean.  But  this  King," 
continues  he,  **  drefled  a  new  plan  of  the  French  monarchy ;  and  though  his  great  defigns 
"  were  interrupted  by  an  immature  death,  and  alfo  by  a  fucceeding  minority,  yet  the  great 
**  Cardinal  Richlieu  refumed  it  again.  He  firft  taught  France  that  the  F/eur  de  Lis  could  grow 
**  at  fea  as  well  as  on  land,  and  adorned  the  fterns  of  his  new  built  fhips  with  this  prophetic 
**  infcription, 

"  Florent  quo  que  Lllia  Ponto,** 

Of  which  motto  fee  more  under  the  year  1637. 

Queen  Elizabeth,  knowirg  the  goods  efFefts  of  a  potent  navy,  made,  in  this  year  1590, 
certain  prudent  regulations  concerning  it.  Mr.  Burchet,  in  his  Naval  Hiflory,  relates,  **  that 
**  fhe  afligned  eight  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy  pounds  yearly  for  the  repairs  of  her 
**  fleet."  To  obferve  how  mean  fuch  a  fum  would  be  thought  at  prefent,  for  fuch  a  purpofe, 
5s  wholly  unneceflary ;  her  own  (hips,  as  we  have  feen,  were  but  few,  and  money,  in  thofe 
days,  went  much  further  for  all  things  than  in  the  prefent  times. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  that  the  number,  wealth,  and  fplendour  of  large  and  populous  cities 
are,  in  general,  the  beft  fymptoms  of  the  ftate  of  commerce  every  where  ;  neverthelefs,  in 
great  arbitrary  monarchies,  as  in  France,  RulTia,  Turkey,  Peifia,  &c.  the  cities,  which  are 
the  ufual  refidence  of  their  monarchs,  and  of  their  courts,  nobles,  guards,  &c.  may  be  large 
and  fplendid,  without  an  adequate  commercial  profperity  in  the  refpeftive  countries.  Gio- 
vanni Botero,  an  eminent  Italian  author,  who,  in  or  about  the  year  1590,  wrote  an  excellent 
fmall  treatife,  intitled,  Of  the  Caufes  of  the  Magnificence  and  Greatnefs  of  Cities,  fand  to 
whom  Morreri  gives  the  charafter  of  being  a  judicious  author)  afligns  the  feveral  caufes  or 
means  of  making  cities  great  and  magnificent ;  fuch  as,  "  the  commodious  fituation, — good 
**  foil  and  roads, — deep  and  fafc  havens  and  rivers, — colonies, — good  government, — fchools, 
•*  — privileges, — induftry,  ^c.  All  which,  though  neceffarily  conducive  to  make  a  great  and 
**  rich  city,  will  never  attain  the  end  without  commerce  and  manufactures,  and  foreign  or 
*^  maritime  trade  where  it  can  be  had. — Among  the  kingdoms  of  Chriftcndom,*'  fays  our  au- 
thor, **  the  greateft,  richeft,  and  moft  populous,  is  France,  containing  twenty-feven  thou- 
•*  fand  parifhes,  and  fifteen  millions  of  people;  fo  fisrtile  by  nature,  and  fo  rich  through  the 
**  induftry  of  her  feople,  as  not  to  envy  any  other  country  :  and,  by  means  of  the  refidence 
••  of  the  Kings  of  fo  mighty  a  kingdom  fo  long  at  Paris,  that  city  is  become  the  greateft 
••  in  Chriftendom,  containirg  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  people.'*  What  he  adds 
is  remarkable,  though  furely  aot  flriftly  true  eveu  then,  and  much  lefs  fo  in  our  days,  at  Icaft 
with  relation  to  England. 

rj*  *'  The  kingdoms  of  England,  Naples,  Portugal,  and  Bohemia,  as  alfo  the  earldom  of 
•*  Flanders,  and  the  dukedom  of  Milan,  are  ftates^  in  a  manner,  of  equal  greatnefs  and  power 
•*  fo  that  the  cities  wherein  the  Princes  of  thofe  fame  kingdoms  have,  for  any  long  time,  made 
"  their  refidence,  have  been,  in  a  manor,  alfo  alike,  as  London,  Naples,  Lifbon,  Prague, 
**  Milan,  and  Ghent;  which  have  each  of  them,  more  or  lefs,  one  hundred  a  r>d  fixty  thou- 
"  fand  inhabitants."     (The  reader  is  to  take  notice,  that  this  work  now  quoted,  is  only  an 
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1590  Englifli  trariflation,  printed  in  the  year  1606,  from  the  Italian  original.)  **  But,'*  conti- 
nues Botero,  *'  Lifbon  is,  indeed,  foraewhat  larger  than  the  reft,  by  means  of  the  commerce 
**  of  Ethiop,  (/.  e,  Africa)  India,  and  Brafil ;  as  is  likewife  London,  by  means  of  the  wars 
*'  and  troubles  in  the  Low  Countries  ;  and  Naples  is,  within  thefe  thirty  years,  grown  as 
*•  great  again  as  it  was.  In  Spain  there  is  not  a  city  of  any  fuch  greatnefs  ;  partly,  bccaufc  it 
**  has  been,  till  of  late,  divided  into  divers  little  kingdoms,  and  partly  through  want  of  navi- 
*•  gable  rivers,  to  bring  fo  great  a  quantity  of  food,  &c.  into  one  place,  for  maintaining  an 
**  extraordinary  number  of  people.  The  cities  in  Spain  of  moft  magnificence,  are  thofe 
**  where  the  ancient  Kings  and  Princes  held  their  feats  ;  as  Barcelona,  Saragoffa,  Valentia, 
**  Cordova,  Toledo,  Burgos,  Leon,  &c.  bein^  fuch  as  pafs  not  the  fecond  rank  of  the  cities 
**  of  Italy.  Yet  he  allows  Granada,  where  the  Moorilh  Kings  fo  long  reigned,  and  Seville, 
**  through  the  difcovery  of  America,  to  be  greater  than  thofe  other  cities ;  and  alfo  Valado- 
**  lid,  by  means  of  the  former  long  refidence  of  the  Kings  of  Spain,  though  no  city,  may 
*'  compare  with  its  nobleft  cities  ;  and  alfo  Madrid  is  much  increafed,  and  continually  increa- 
*'  fing,  by  the  court  which  King  Philip  keeps  there.  In  Poland,  Cracow  and  Vilna,  through 
**  the  former  long  refidence  of  their  Kings,  and  the  latter  of  the  Great  Dukes  of  Lithuania, 
**  are  the  two  moft  populous  cities  in  that  country.  In  Ruflia,  Wolodimer,  Great  Novo- 
**  grod,  and  Mofcow,  are  the  moft  eminent  cities,  as  having  been  all  three  the  feats  of  their 
**  Great  Dukes ;  though,  at  this  day,  Mofcow,  their  prefent  refidence,  is  fo  great  and  popu- 
**  lous,  as  to  be  reckoned  one  of  the  four  cities  of  the  firft  rank  in  Europe,  which  are  Mof- 
^  cow,  Conftantinople,  Paris,  and  Lifbon.  In  Sicily,  Palermo  is  the  chief,  being  equal  to 
**  cities  of  the  fecond  rank  in  Italy."  (Cities  of  the  fecond  rank  in  Italy,  he  elfcwhere  hints, 
to  confift  of  fuch  as  have  under  one  hundred  thoufand  inhabitants.)  •*  Rome,"  continues  our 
**  author,  **  whofc  majefty  exceedeth  all  the  world,  would  fhe  not  be  more  like  a  defart  than 
**  a  city,  if  the  Pope  held  not  his  refidence  therein,  with  the  greatnefs  of  his  court,  the  con- 
**  courfe  of  ambafladors,  prelates,  and  princes,  with  an  infinite  number  of  people  ferving  both 
**  him  and  them ;  if,  with  magnificent  buildings,  conduits,  fountains,  and  ftreets,  it  were  not 
**  glorioufly  adorned  ;  and  if  with  all  thefe  means,  fhe  did  not  draw  and  entertain  fuch  a  num- 
*'  ber  of  merchants,  tradefmen,  fhopkeepers,  artificers,  and  labourers?" — Book  ii.  cap.  i. 

In  cap.  2.  of  book  ii.  he  enquires,  **  What  the  reafon  is,  that  cities,  once  grown  to  a  ccr- 
**  tain  greatnefs,  increafe  not  onward  according  to  that  proportion  ?"  After  remarking  on  the 
**  increafe  and  decrcafe  of  old  Rome,  he  fubjoins,  "  And  in  like  manner,  fince  it  is  four  hund- 
"  red  years,"  that  is,  from  the  time  he  wrote,  *'  fince  Milan  and  Venice  had  as  many  people 
**  as  they  have  at  this  day,  how  comes  it  to  pafs,  that  the  multiplication  goes  not  on  accord- 
**  ingly?  Some  anfwer,  that  plagues,  wars,  dearths,  &c.  are  the  caufes ;  but  this  gives  no  fa- 
"  tisfaftion,  becaufe  thefe  have  always  been.  Others  give  a  more  trifling  anfwer,  viz.  God 
*'  governs  the  world  ;  which  we  know  was  alfo  always  fo. — My  anfwer  may  not  only  ferve  for 
♦•  cities,  but  alfo  for  the  univerfal  theatre  of  the  world  :  I  fay  then,  that  the  augmentation  of 
*'  cities  proceeds  partly  out  of  the  virtue  generative  of  men,  and  partly  out  of  the  virtue  nutri- 
*'  tive  of  cities. — Now,  forafmuch  as  men  are,  at  this  day,  as  apt  for  generation  as  they  were 
^*  in  the  times  of  David  or  Mofcs,  if  there  were  no  other  impediment,  the  propagation  of 
•*  mankind  would  increafe  without  end,  and  the  augmentation  of  cities  would  be  without 
"  term  ;  and  if  they  do  not  increafe  In  infinitum^  I  muft  needs  fay,  it  proceeds  from  the  defcft 
**  of  nutriment  and  fuftenance  fuflicient  for  it,  which  are  gotten  either  out  of  their  own  tcrri- 
**  tories,  or  elfe  from  foreign  countries  :  now,  to  have  a  city  great  and  populous,  it  is  neccf^ 
Vol.  II.  Z  *•  Iry 
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1590  "  fary  that  viftuals  may  cafily  be  brought  from  afar  into  it,  and  that  fuch  acity  have  the  means 
**  for  that  end,  by  overcoming  all  obftacles.  Now,  that  greatnefs  which  depends  on  remote 
**  caufes,  or  hard  means,  cannot  long  endure,  and  every  man  will  feek  his  advantage  and  eafc 
**  where  he  may  find  it  beft ;  great  cities  are  more  fubjeft  to  dearths  than  are  fmall  ones,  and 
**  plagues  afflift  them  more  grievoufly  and  frequently,  and  with  a  greater  lofs  of  people :  fo 
**  that  although  men  were  as  apt  to  generation  in  the  height  of  old  Roman  greatnefs,  as  in  the 
"  firft  beginning  theitof,  yet,  for  all  that,  the  people  increafcd  not  proportionably,  becaufc 
**  the  virtue  nutritive  of  that  city  had  no  power  to  go  further;  and,  in  fucceffion  of  time,  the 
**  inhabitants  finding  much  want,  and  lefs  means  to  fuppiy  the  fame,  either  forebore  to  marry, 
**  or  elfe  fled  their  country  :  and,  for  the  fame  reafons,  mankind,  grown  to  a  certain  complete 
**  number,  hath  grown  no  further.  And  it  is  three  thoufand  years,  or  more,  that  the  earth 
**  was  as  full  of  people  as  at  prefent ;  for  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  the  plenty  of  viftuals,  do 
*'  not  fuffice  to  feed  a  greater  number.  Man  firft  propagated  in  the  eaft,  and  thence  fpread 
**  far  and  near ;  and  having  peopled  the  continent,  they  next  peopled  the  iflands  ;  thence  ihcy 
**  palled  into  Europe,  and  laft  of  all  to  the  new  world.  The  barrennefs  of  foils,  fcarcity  of 
*•  neceflaries,  inundations,  earthquakes,  peftilences,  famines,  wars,  &c.  have  occafioned  num- 
•*  berlcfs  migrations  ;  and  even  the  very  driving  out  by  force  of  the  younger  people,  and,  in 
**^  many  countries,  the  felling  of  them  for  (laves,  in  order  to  make  room  for  fuch  as  remained; 
**  all  which  are  the  let  and  ftay,  that  the  number  of  men  cannot  incrcafe  and  grow  immode- 
«  rately." 

At  this  time,  according  to  the  fame  Botero,  the  city  of  Paris  far  exceeded,  in  number  of 
people,  and  in  abundance  of  all  things,  all  other  cities  of  Chriftendom,  Mofcow  excepted; 
and  Lifbon  was  the  next  greateft  city  of  Chriftendom  :  yet  we,  of  the  prefent  age,  fee  London 
exceed  all  of  them,  without  exception. 

The  fame  Botero,  ftill  fpeaking  of  the  caufes  of  the  greatnefs  of  cities,  obferves,  "  That  it 
'*  is  not  one  particular  advantage  alone  that  will  efFeft  fuch  greatnefs,  but  many  concurring 
**  advantages,  already  mentioned  ;  alfo  ornaments,  like  thofe  truly  noble  ones  of  Rome,  Vc- 
**  nice,  &c.  eafinefs  of  accefs,  and  of  carriage,  and  fruitfulnefs  of  the  neighbouring  foil.  Thus 
**  Piedmont  hath  plenty  of  corn,  cattle,  wines,  and  excellent  fruits,  and  yet  hath  not  one 
**  great  city :  and  thd  like  in  England,  London  excepted ;  for  although  that  country,"  that 
is,  England,  **  does  abound  in  plenty  of  all  good  things,  yet  there  is  not  another  city 
**  in  it  that  deferves  to  be  called  great :  as  may  alfo  be  faid  of  France,  Paris  excepted  ;  which 
•*  city,  however,  is  not  fituated  in  the  fruitfuUeft  part  of  that  great  kingdom." 

This  author  gives  us  the  earlieft  account  we  have  any  where  met  with  of  two  famous  pro- 
duftions  of  China,  viz.  tea  and  porcelain  ;  the  firft,  indeed,  not  by  any  particular  name,  but 
only  in  tlie  words  following :  **  They,"  that  is,  the  Chinefc,  "  have  alfo  an  herb,  out  of  which 
**  they  prefs  a  delicate  juice,  which  ferves  them  for  drink  inftead  of  wine;  it  alfo  preferves 
•*  their  Iiealth,  and  frees  them  from  all  thofe  evils  that  the  immoderate  ufe  of  wine  doth  breed 
**  unto  us."  By  the  ufe  which  the  modern  Chinefe  make  of  tea,  who  are  a  fobcr  people,  the 
herb  thus  defcribed  can  be  nothing  elfe  :  and  in  the  next  paragraph,  defcribing  the  aiany  other 
rich  productions  of  China,  he  fubjoins,  "  And  the  porcelain  earth  is  known  no  where  but 
**  there." 
1591  In  this  year,  1591,  Tliuanus,  lib.  100.  relates,  '*  That  there  was  held  at  Lubeck  a  general 
"  aflembly  of  the  deputies  of  the  Hans-towns,  at  which  thofe  of  Roftock,  Dantzick,  Bremen, 
"  and  Hamburg  were  prefent;  where  they  treated  of  their  rights,  immunities,  4cc.  which  they 
t  *♦  alleged 
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1591  ^'  alleged  the  Qu6«n  of  Englaod  daily  endeavoured  to  impair  ;  whereupon  they  fent  letters  tp 
*•  her  Majefty,  written  with  too  much  heat.  The  Queen,  in  a  conteroptijous  manner,  an- 
'*  fwered  thofe  letters,  telling  them,  that  although  they  had  written  to  her  with  fo  little  re- 
*'  fpe£t,  fhe  imputed  that  rather  to  their  amanuenfis,  or  fecretary,  than  to  them&lves ;  at  the 
*^  fame  time  letting  tliem  know  how  much  ihe  defpifcd  their  menaces." 

Some  members  of  the  Englifh  Turkey,  or  Levant  Company,  having,  about  the  year  1584, 
carried  part  of  their  cloth,  tin,  &c.  from  Aleppo  to  Bagdat,  and  from  thenx:e  down  the  river 
'  Tigris  to  Ormus,  in  the  Periian  Gulph,  and  fo  on  as  £u:  as  Goa,  for  an  attempt  to  fettle  a  trade 
to  the  Eaft  Indies  over- land ;  for  that  end,  they  carried  their  Queen's  recommendatory  letters  to 
the  King  of  Cambaya,  and  to  the  Emperor  of  China.  They  fiaund  the  Venetians  had  fa£to- 
ries  at  all  thofe  places,  and  were  therefore  great  enemies  to  this  axtempt  of  the  Englilh  ;  who, 
however,  foon  after  travelled  to  feveral  other  places  in  India,  and  to  Agra,  the  Great  Mogufs 
capital ;  alfo  to  Labor,  to  Bengal,  to  Pegu,  Malacca,  &c.  and  returned  by  fea  to  Ormus,  and 
fo  up  the  Tigris  to  Bagdat,  Bir,  and  Aleppo,  and  laftly  to  Tripoli  in  Syria;  and  they  failed 
from  thence  in  an  Engliih  (hip  to  London,  in  the  year  1591,  having  made  very-  ufcful  remarks 
and  difcoveries  on  the  nature  of  Eaft  India  commerce,  preparatory  to  their  intended  voyage 
by  fea  to  India,  now  aftually  going  out. 

la  thefixteenth  volume,  p.  96,  of  the  Foedera,  is  the  firft  inftance  to  be  found  in  that  col- 
leflion,  of  an  exclufive  patent  for  the  folc  printing  and  publifhing  of  a  book :  it  is  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth's to  Richard  Wright  of  Oxford,  to  pubiifh  a  tranflation  of  Cornelius  Tacitus  into 
Engliih,  and  that  none  other  do  prefume  to  print  the  fame  during  his  life,  nor  to  import  any 
Englilh  tranflation  of  it  from  beyond  fea. 

In  the  fame  (ixteenth  volume,  p.  105,  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  King  Chriftian  IV.  of  Den- 
mark's anfwer  to  Queen  Elizabeth's  complaints  of  exaftions  from  her  merchants,  relating  to 
the  toll  in  the  Sound,  **  wherein  ChriflJan  vindicates  his  collectors  from  any  injuftice  therein, 
^'  and  a\fo,  in  his  turn,  warmly  complains  of  certain  Englifti  piratical  Ihips,  wlio  daily  robbed 
**  his  fubjefts  (hips  and  rnerchandize ;  which  violences,"  fays  he,  ••  arc  fo  heinous  and  into- 
**  Icrable,  that  he  could  neither  conceal  nor  endure  them  longer.  He  therefore  hopes  (he  will 
**  forthwith  rcdrefs  them,  and  thereby  prevent  his  doing  it  himfelf,  though  unwillingly,  &c." 
This  was  probably  the  feizurcs  made  by  tlie  Engliih  on  the  Danilh  Ibips  carrying  naval 
ilores,  &c.  to  Spain. 

In  p.  106  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  a  letter  to  Queen  Elizabeth  from  the  Eleftor  Pala- 
tine, in  anfwer  to  that  which  her  Majefly  had  written  to  him,  exprefling  his  forrow,  that  the 
Archbifhop  of  Bremen,  by  command  of  the  Emperor  Rodolphus,  had  abfolutely  prohibited  the 
fenate  and  people  of  Staden  from  any  commerce  with  the  Englifh  Merchant-adventurers,  or 
from  fufFering  them  to.  refide  there,  even  although,  four  years  before,  the  fenate  had  made  a 
contraft  with  the  Englifti  company  for  their  refidence  there.  He  tells  the  Queen,  *'  that  this 
*♦  prohibition  was  violently  obuined  by  means  qf  the  Spanifti  ambafladors,  and  of  ceruin  fac- 
**  tious  Hanfeatics,  who  are  only  grieved  they  do  aot  «njoy  the  advantages  which  tlie  faid 
**  contraft  procured  for  Staden."  Heproraifes  his  good  offices  for  procuring  redrefs  :  and^ 
in  the  fame  volume,  p.  iii.  we  have  alike  promife  from  the  Eieftor  of  Saxony  to  the  Queen 
on  the  fame  fubjeft. 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  135,  the  Hans-towns  endeavoured  to  force  the  town  of  Elbing  in 
Pruflia,  to  difcountenance  our  Englilh  Merchant-adventurers,  by  forbidding  their  refort  thi- 
ther ;  but  the  Elbingers  underftood  their  own  intereft  too  well^  to  part  with  fo  advantageous  a 
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1591  branch  of  commerce.  They  therefore  wrote  a  refpeflful  letter  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  acquaint- 
ing her  with  the  difpleafure  of  the  other  Hanfeatics,  both  againft  them  and  Staden  on  this  ac- 
count. They  alfo  tell  her,  that  the  Hanfeatics  had  lately  held  a  general  diet  at  Lubeck,  but 
that  their  refolutions  were  kept  very  fecret;  but  they  (the  Elbingers)  are  refolved  to  leave  the 
matter  to  be  confidered  by  the  King  and  Diet  of  Poland ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  under  her 
Majefty's  proteftion  and  authority,  they  will  go  on,  as  tlieir  inclinations  lead  them,  in  favour 
of  her  merchants.  And,  Ibid.  p.  154,  King  Sigifmund  of  Poland  writes  a  refpcftful  letter  to 
the  Queen,  declaring  his  approbation  of  the  Englifh  Merchant- adventurers  refiding  at  Elbing, 
or  any  where  elfe  in  Poland. 

At  length,  the  firft  voyage  from  England  to  the  Eaft  Indies  was  undertaken  in  this  fame  year 
1591,  with  three  ihips ;  but  it  was  rather  a  privateering  adventure  againft  the  Portuguefe,  than 
a  proper  mercantile  voyage ;  for  they  took  feveral  fhips  belonging  to  that  nation.  In  their  way 
to  India,  they  had  loft  fo  many  men  by  ficknefs  near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  that  the  adven- 
turerers  were  obliged  to  fend  one  of  their  Ihips  home,  and  proceeded  with  only  two  to  India; 
moreover,  in  a  ftorm  beyond  that  Cape,  they  loft  company  of  Captain  Raymond,  in  the  prin- 
cipal fhip,  which  was  never  heard  of  more.  So  that  only  Captain  Lancafter's  fliip  arrived  in 
India,  which  alfo  met  with  many  grievous  misfortunes;  and  on  her  return,  failing  to  the 
Weft  Indies,  whilft  that  captain  and  moft  of  his  men  went  on  fhore  to  look  for  provifions  on 
an  uninhabited  ifland,  fix  of  his  failors  ran  away  with  the  fliip,  and,  at  the  end  of  three  years, 
this  unfortunate  captain  was  brought  home,  feveral  of  his  men  having  pcrilhed  for  want  at 
that  place. 

In  this  fame  year  1591,  the  Portuguefe,  who  had  fettled  at  Angola,  were  routed  in  a  battle 
with  the  natives,  and  therefore  applied  to  the  King  of  Spain  for  frcfh  afliftance,  to  enable  their 
to  complete  their  conqueft. 

Several  gallant  achievements  of  the  Engliih  happened  in  the  year  1591  againft  the  fhipping, 
towns,  &c.  of  Spain  in  America,  and  elfewhere,  as  fully  related,  long  fince,  by  many  others; 
but,  beyond  all,  was  that  unparalleled  rcfiftance  made  by  the  gallant  Sir  Richard  Grenville,  in 
the  Queen's  fhip,  the  Revenge,  in  which  he  fuftained  a  cruel  engagement  for  fifteen  hours, 
againft  fifteen  great  Spanifh  galleons,  at  the  Azores,  till  his  fliip  had  neither  men  nor  ammu- 
nition for  defence  any  longer,  and  therefore  yielded,  as  it  is  finery  related  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh. 
In  this  fame  year  1591,  the  temporary  Guinea  Company  of  England  made  a  third  voyage 
thither,  trading  with  the  natives  with  iron-ware,  &c.  in  exchange  for  elephants  teeth, 
bides,  &c. 

In  this  year  alfo,  a  fleet  of  fliips  failed  from  St.  Malo  for  Canada,  where  the  French  had  been 
fettled  long  before  this  time.  They  were  ufed,  in  thofc  times,  to  fifli  at  the  ifles  about  the  bay 
of  St.  Lawrence  for  morfes  or  fea-horfes,  whofe  teeth  were  then  fold  much  dearer  than  ivory, 
though  now  eftcemed  of  little  value ;  they  alfo  made  much  oil  from  thofe  animals.  The  French 
in  Canada  were,  from  time  to  time,  fupported  from  France,  fo  that  the  country  became  well 
peopled  near  the  banks  of  that  vaft  river  St.  Lawrence,  on  the  north  fide  of  it,  where  there  are 
feveral  towns,  forts,  and  improvements:  the  Baron  Lahontan,  who  had  been  a  governor 
there,  and  publiftied  an  account  of  the  country,  in  the  year  1703,  in  Englifli,  computes  the 
French  inhabitants  to  be  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pcrfons,  which  furely  is  rather  too 
many  to  be  true.  The  Baron  Lahontan  alfo  mentions  a  kind  of  prophecy  or  forefight  in  the 
Canadians,  that  tlieir  colony  would  one  day  be  conquered  by  New  England,  &c.  which  has 
proved  true. 
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1593  In  the  year  1593,  ^^^  ^^  Queen  Elizabeth's  own  ihips  of  war  joined  in  partnerfhip  with 
fome  merchant  Ihips,  (fuch  being  the  cuftom  then,  for  the  royal  (hips  fometimes  to  join  with 
the  adventurers  of  London,  Briftol,  &c.)  fitted  out  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  They  firft  took 
a  Bifcaynerof  fix  hundred  tons,  laden  with  iron  (lores  for  the  Weft  Indies ;  next  they  forced 
a  great  Eaft  India  carrack  on  (hore  at  the  Azores,  where  it  was  burned  ;  foon  after  they  met 
with  thegreateft  of  all  the  Eaft  India  carracks,  homeward  bound,  of  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
tons,  with  feven  hundred  men,  and  thirty-fix  brafs  cannon,  which  they  took,  though  with 
great  flaughtcr.  This  huge  prize  was  found  laden  with  the  richeft  fpices,  callicoes,  filks, 
gold,  pearls,  drugs,  China  ware,  or  Porcelain,  (which  is  the  fecond  time  we  meet  with  any 
mention  of  it)  ebony  wood,  &c.  moderately  valued  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds 
fterling.  So  vaft  a  (hip,  brought  to  Dartmouth,  had  never  before  been  feen  in  England. 
The  cargo  was  divided  amongft  the  adventurers,  of  whom  the  Queen  was  the  principal.  This 
cnterprize  was  commanded  in  chief  by  Sir  John  Burroughs,  Sir  Martin  Frobifher,  and  Sir 
Robert  Crofs.  The  pofleflion  of  fuch  immenfe  foreign  riches  greatly  encouraged  the  Englifli, 
foon  after,  to  venture  to  go  themfelves  direftly  to  the  Eaft  Indies  on  a  pure  mercantile 
bottom. 

In  this  year.  Queen  Elizabeth  grants  a  fecond  patent  for  a  trade  to  Turkey  or  the  Levant. 
The  former  patent,  being  only  for  feven  years  from  the  year  1581,  muft  have  expired  in  1588 ; 
yet  it  does  not  appear,  by  any  thing  in  Hakluyt,  who  is,  in  other  rcfpe£ts,  an  exaft  writer, 
that  it  was  again  renewed  till  this  year,  when  fifty-three  perfons,  confifting  of  feveral  knights, 
aldermen,  and  merchants,  had  the  Queen's  letters  patent  for  twelve  years.  It  recites,  **  that 
«•  Sir  Edward  Olborn,"  hereby  appointed  the  firft  governor  for  one  year,  **  William  Har- 
*'  born,  Efq;  &c.  had  not  only  eftablifhed  this  trade  to  Turkey,  at  their  great  coft  and  hazard, 
**  but  alfo  that  to  Venice,  Zante,  Cephalonia,  Candia,  and  other  Venetian  dominions,  to 
•*  the  great  increafe  of  the  commerce  and  manufaftures  of  England  ;  wherefore,  the  Queen 
"  now  incorporates  them  by  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Merchants  of  the- 
"  Levant;  the  governor  and  twelve  affiftants  to  be  eledled  yearly. — The  limits  of  their  charter 
"  to  be, 

*'  I.  The  faid  Venetian  territories. 

**  II.  The  dominions  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  by  land  and  fea.     And 

"  III.  Through  his  countries  over  land  to  tlie  Eaft  Indies,  a  way  lately  difcovcred  by  John 
**  Newberry,  Fitch,  &c."  as  we  have  already  related. 

**  The  faid  patentees,  their  fons,  apprentices,  agents,  faftors,  and  fervants  folely  to  trade 
*'  there  for  twelve  years; — may  make  bye-laws  for  their  good  government. — The  Queen 
**  agrees,  tliat  if  their  fhips  and  goods  (hall  be  loft  at  fea,  the  company  may  draw  back  the 
"  cuftoms  they  had  paid  for  the  fame. — Shall  have  tliirtecn  months  allowed  for  re-exportations 
*'  of  the  merchandize  they  bring  home,  without  paying  any  cuftom  for  fuch  re-exportation, 
"  fo  as  they  belong  folely  to  Englifhmen,  and  in  Englifh  bottoms. — Four  good  fhips,  with 
**  ordinance  and  munition  for  their  defence,  and  with  two  hundred  Englifh  mariners,  fhall 
**  be  freely  permitted  to  go,  at  all  times,  during  the  (aid  twelve  years* 

**  I.  Provided,  that  if  the  Queen  be  at  war,  fo  as  to  have  occafion  for  thofe  four  Ihips,  then^ 
**  upon  three  months  notice  by  the  Lord  Admiral,  that  the  Queen  cannot  fparc  the  faid  fhips 
*'  from  the  defence  of  the  realm,  the  company  fhall  forbear  fending  them  out,  until  her  navy 
"  fhall  return  home.— The  company  may  have  a  common  feal,  and  may  place  in  tlie  tops  of 
*'  their  fhips  the  arms  of  England,  with  a  red  crofs  in  white  over  the  fame,  as  heretofore  they 
3  "  have 
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1593  **  ^^^^  nfird.— No  other  fubj^fts  (hall  trade  within  this  company's  limits. — And  whereas  the 
**  llatc  of  Venice  has  of  late  increafed  the  duties  on  Englifh  merchandize  carried  thither,  and 
**  on  Venetian  merchandize  exported  from  thence  in  Englifti  fliips  ;  for  rcdrefs  thereof,  the 
**  Queen  forbids  the  fubjefts  of  Venice,  and  all  others  but  this  company,  for  the  faid  twelve 
*'  years,  to  import  into  England  any  manner  of  fmall  fruits  called  currants,  being  the  raifins 
•*  of  Corinth,  or  wines  of  Candia,  unlefs  by  this  company's  licence  under  their  fcal,  upon 
"  pain  of  forfeiture  of  (hip  and  goods,  half  to  the  Queen,  and  half  to  the  company,  and  alfo 
**  of  imprifonmcnt. 

**  II.  Provided  always,  that  if  the  Venetian  ftate  (hall  take  off  the  faid  two  new  impofts, 
**  then  this  reftraint  touching  currants  and  wines  of  Candia  fhall  be  void. — This  company 
**  may  admit,  to  be  new  members,  any  who  Ihall  have  been  employed  as  their  fadors,  &c. — 
**  And  the  Queen  gives  leave  for  eighteen  perfons  more  (three  of  whom  to  be  aldermen  of 
•*  London,  by  her  herein  named)  to  be  of  the  faid  company,  upon  each  of  them  paying  one 
*'  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  to  this  company,  towards  their  pad  charges  in  eftablifhing  the 
**  faid  trades.— Members  not  conforming  to  the  rules,  payments,  and  regulations  of  the  com- 
**  pany,  (hall  forfeit  their  right  to  be  of  the  faid  company,  whereupon  the  company  may  cleft 
"  others  in  their  Head. 

*•  III.  Provided,  that  if  this  patent  (hall  hereafter  appear  to  the  Queen  not  to  be  profitable 
**  to  her  or  to  the  realm,  then,  upon  eighteen  months  notice,  their  patent  (hall  ceafe  and  dc- 
*•  termine.  And,  on  the  other  fide,  if,  at  the  expiration  of  the  faid  twelve  years,  this  trade 
**  (hall  appear  to  be  advantageous,  then  this  company  may,  on  their  petition  to  the  Queen, 
**  have  a  new  grant  of  twelve  years  more.  Dated  the  feventh  of  January,  in  the  thirty -fourth 
**  year  of  her  reign." 

N.  B.  There  was  formerly  a  particular  branch  of  this  company,  which  was  called  the  Morca 
company,  and  which  traded  with  a  joint  (lock.  But  this  general  Turkey  company  has,  from 
the  beginning,  been  only  what  is  called  a  regulated  company. 

In  the  fame  year.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  formed  a  dc(ign  on  the  Spani(h  Weft  Indies,  and 
alfo  to  furprize  the  port  of  Panama  in  the  South  Seas ;  but  that  enterprize,  like  others  ef  the 
fame  nature,  was  fruftrated  by  contrary  winds.  The  immenfc  riches,  annually  brought  home 
by  the  Spani(h  and  Portuguefe  fleets  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  occafioned  fo  many  at- 
tempts of  the  Englifh  to  intercept  them,  that  although  Raleigh  was  now  difappointed,  as  above- 
mentioned,  of  his  defign  on  the  Weft  Indies,  yet  the  great  Eaft  India  carrack  before-meirtion- 
.ed,  made  amends  for  the  expencc  of  the  equipment  of  fifteen  (hips,  for  the  Weft  India  ex- 
pedition. 

Whilft  thofe  enterprizes  were  made  beyond  fea,  our  general  commerce  occafioning  a  gradual 
increafe  of  the  fuburbs  of  London,  the  humour  of  difmal  apprehenfions  froni  that  circum- 
ftance,  which  had  moved  Queen  Elizabeth  to  ilfue  a  proclamation  againft  it,  in  the  yc^r  1580, 
infefted  the  Parliament,  fo  far  as  to  enaft  in  this  year,  being  the  thirty-fifth  of  the  Queen, 
cap.  VI. 

**  I.  That  no  new  buildings  fliould  be  crefted  within  three  miles  of  London  or  Wcft- 
**  minfter. 

**  II.  That  one  dweiling-houfe,  either  in  London  or  in  Weftminftcr,  fhall  not  be  con- 
**  verted  into  more. 

**  III.  That  no  inmates,  or  under-iitters,  (hall  be  in  the  places  aforefaid. 

"  IV.  That 
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r593      "  IV.  That  commons,  or  wafte  grounds,  lying  within  three  miles  of  London,  lliall  not 

••  be  inclofcd."     And  thereto  was  added, 

•*  V.  That  the  length  of  a  ilatutc  mile,  for  the  future,  Ihould  be  eight  furlongs,  each  fur- 
**  long  containing  forty  poles  or  perches,  and  every  pole  to  contain  fixtecn  feet  and  an  half  in 
**  length ;"  fo  that  an  Englifh  mile  was  hereby  made  to  contain  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 
and  fixty  yards  in  length. 

To  what  we  have  remarked  on  the  Queen's  proclamation  above-mentioned  we  may  further 
obferve,  that  this  law  was,  without  doubt,  made  by  the  fuperior  influence  of  the  landed  in- 
tercft,  with  a  view  to  prevent  the  people  from  flocking  from  the  country  to  fettle  at  London, 
which  thereby  made  their  rents  fall,  for  want  of  a  fufficient  demand,  as  they  then  imagined, 
for  proviiions,  &c.  in  their  refpeflive  countries ;  but  the  landed  gentlemen,  in  our  days, 
underftand  their  true  intereft  much  better,  and  therefore  have  forborn  fuch  fort  of  complaints, 
although  the  fuburbs  of  London  are,  at  lead,  fix  times  as  large  as  they  were  then  ;  fince  it  is 
certain,  that  every  acccfiion  of  people  from  the  country  fettling  in  London  can  aflford  to  ufe 
and  confume  confiderably  more  in  quantity,  and  better  in  quality  of  the  provifions,  manufac- 
tures, &c.  produced  in  the  country,  than  the  fame  number  of  people  could  have  done,  had 
they  remained  there. 

In  the  fixtoenth  volume,  p  ao8,  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  Queen  Elizabeth's  commiflion 
to  the  en terprizing  George  Clifford,  Earl  of  Cumberland,  *'  for  fitting  out  any  numbeV  of 

ihips  of  war,  by  him  and  his  aflTociates,  not  exceeding  fix,  at  his  and  his  aflibciates  c^xpence, 

for  annoying  the  dominions  of  Spain,  or  of  any  others  not  in  amity  with  her ;  hereby 
**  granting  them  the  ufe  of  two  of  her  own  fliips  of  war,  to  be  viftualled  and  manned  at  their 
**  expence,  to  join  their  own  fliips.  The  fpoils  flie  impowers  the  faid  Earl  to  divide  amongft 
**  the  fubfcribers  to  this  expedition.*' 

This  private  expedition  confifted  of  eleven  fhips,  for  intercepting  the  Portuguefe  carracks 
bound  to  Eaft  India;  but  failing  of  that,  he  went  and  facked  the  ifle  of  Lancerota,  one  of  the 
Canary  ifies.  From  thence  he  failed  to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  took  the  town  of  Porto  Rico, 
with  an  intent  to  fettle  at  it,  and  to  make  it  the  principal  ftation  for  his  future  enterprizes 
againft  the  Spaniards  in  thofe  parts.  He  therefore  turned  out  all  its  inhabitants  ;  but  by  dif- 
cafes  there  he  loft  feven  hundred  men  in  forty  days,  which  occafioned  him  to  return  home 
with  lefs  booty  than  glory. 

The  plague  being  in  tlie  city  of  London  in  tliis  year  1593,  the  Queen  iflSied  a  proclama- 
tion, which  (hews  the  ancient  greatnefs  of  Bartholomew-fair  in  that  city,  though  now  dwin- 
dled into  nothing  ;  which  proclamation,  is  in  fubftancc  as  follows  : — See  vol.  xvi.  p.  213,  of 
the  Foedera. 

*•  Whereas,  the  ficknefs  is  in  fundry  places  in  and  about  London ;  to  prevent,  therefore, 
**  its  being  communicated  to  other  parts  of  tlic  realm,  flie  cxprefsly  prohibits  the  keeping  of 
**  Bartholomew-fair, — there  being  wont  to  be  a  general  refort  of  all  kinds  of  people,  out  of 
•*  every  part  of  the  realm,  to  the  faid  fair;  therefore  there  fliall  not  be  any  manner  of  market 
•*  kept  in  the  ufual  place  of  Smithfield  for  any  wares,  nor  ftalls  or  booths  for  merchandize, — 
•*  but  the  open  place  of  Smithfield  fliall  this  year  be  only  for  the  fale  of  horfes  and  cattle,  and 
**  of  ftall -wares,  as  butter,  cheefe,  and  fuch  like,  in  grofs,  and  not  by  retail,  and  for  two 
•*  days  only.  And,  for  the  vent  of  wooflen  cloths  and  linen  cloth,  to  be  fold  in  grofe,  and 
*'  not  by  retail,  the  fame  ftiall  be  all  brought  within  the  clofe  yard  of  St.  Bartholomew's, 
"  where  fhops  are  there  continued,  and  have  gales  to  fhut  the  fame  place  in  the  night  time," 

now 
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1593  now  built  into  flrects,  and  called  Cloth-fair,  "  and  this  to  continue  but  three  days.  The 
*'  fale  of  leather  fhall  be  kept  on  the  outiide  of  the  ring  of  Smithfield,  as  hath  been  accuftom- 
**  ed,  without  ereftingany  (hops  or  booths  for  the  fame." 

At  this  time,  it  is  faid,  that  the  keeping  an  account  of  the  numbers  dying  weekly  in  London 
began  iirft  to  be  in  ufe,  though  it  was  not  till  the  year  1663,  that  regular  weekly  bills  of 
mortality  were  begun  to  be  kept^-  thofc  at  this  time  being  only  taken  occafionally,  on  account 
of  the  plague. 

Some  Englifh  (hips  now  n)adc  a  voyage  to  Cape  Breton,  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay  of  St. 
Laurence  in  America ;  fome  for  morfe  fifhing,  and  others  for  whale  fifhing,  fays  Hakluyt, 
which  is  the  firft  mention  to  be  met  with  of  the  latter  fi(hery  by  any  Engli(h  ;  and  althoagli 
they  found  no  whales  there,  they,  however,  difcoveredon  an  ifland  eight  hundred  whale  fins, 
where  a  Bifcay  fhip  had  been  loft  three  years  before  ;  and  this  too  is  the  firft  account  we  have 
of  whale  fins,  or  whale  bone,  by  the  Englifh.  How  the  ladies  ftays  were  made,  before  this 
commodious  material  was  found  out,  does  not  appear;  it  is  probable  that  flit  pieces  of  cane, 
or  of  fome  tough  and  pliant  wood,  might  have  been  in  ufe  before. 

By  the  trade  to  Archangel,  the  Englifh  became  well  acquainted  with  the  northern  fcas  at 
this  time ;  where  alfo  they  at  firft  carried  on  a  great  fi(hing,  or  hunting  rather,  for  morfes, 
(as  the  Ruffians  called  them,  the  Engli(h  called  them  fea  horfes,  and  the  Dutch  and  French 
fea  cows)  at  Cherry  Iflc,  beyond  the  Nortli  Cape,  fo  named  from  Alderman  Cherry,  but 
called  by  the  Dutch  Bear  Ifle :  it  feems,  however,  that  thofe  amphibious  creatures  became 
afterwards  fo  fhy,  that  the  moment  they  faw  any  man  they  ran  into  the  fea.  The  Englifh 
therefore  entered  into  the  whale  fifhery,  though  not  quite  fo  early  as  this  tigie. 

By  a  ftatute  of  this  thirty  fifth  of  Qiieen  Elizabeth,  cap.  vii.  it  was  enafted,  that  when 
wheat  fhall  not  exceed  the  price  of  twenty  fhilllngs  per  quarter,  peas  and  beans  thirteen  fhil- 
lings  and  four-pence,  barley  and  malt  twelve  fhillings  per  quarter,  then  they  may  be  exported 
in  Englifh  fhips,  paying  cuftom,  two  fliillings  for  wheat,  and  one  fhilling  and  four-pence  for 
the  other  grain  per  quarter.  Thofe  prices  were,  without  doubt,  judged  at  that  time  to  be 
moderate,  juft  as,  at  prefent,  we  think  thirty-fix  or  forty  fliillings  to  be  moderate  prices  for 
wheat.  So  we  may  now  fairly  conclude,  that  living  was  at  leaft  twice  as  cheap  as  in  our  days, 
or  rather,  from  all  other  things  duly  confidered,  near  thrice  as  cheap. 
1594  The  Parliament  of  Scotland  now  pafTed  an  aft,  "  that  in  refpeft  of  the  great  dearth  and 
"  fcarcity  of  flefh  meat,  the  time  of  Lent  fliall  be  certain,  viz.  from  the  firft  of  March  inclu- 
**  five  to  the  firft  of  May  inclufive ;  during  which  no  flefh  meat  fhall  be  fold,  neither  eaten, 
**  but  by  fick  perfons  ;  neither  throughout  the  reft  of  the  year  fhall  flefh  meat  be  eaten  on 
"  Wednefdays,  Fridays,  and  Saturdays.  Moreover,  neither  lambs  nor  calves,  under  a  year 
**  old,  fhall  be  flain  before  Whitfunday  yearly." 

This  was  purely  a  new  political  Lent ;  and  it  was  not  by  this  aft  pretended  to  have  any  re- 
lation to  religious  abftincnce.  The  landholders  might  furely  have  chalked  out  a  better  fcheme 
for  the  increafe  of  flefh  meat,  by  enabling  their  tenants  to  take  long  leafes  of  their  farms,  by 
which  meafure  they  might  have  had  time  fufficient  for  the  raifing  of  ftocks  of  fheep  and  oxen, 
and  the  increafing  of  butter,  cheefe,  poultry,  &c. — This  law  was,  certainly,  very  favourable 
to  the  fifheries  of  Scotland,  and  was  probably  enafted  in  a  great  meafure  to  produce  that 
cfl"eft. 

The  Emperor  Rodolph  IL  having  written  a  letter  to  Queen  Elizabeth  in  the  preceding 
year,  as  appears  in  vol.  xvi.  p.  212,  of  the  Foedera,  recommending  to  her  confideration  the 
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1594  grievances  daily  complained  of  by  the  maritime  cities  of  the  Baltic- league,  per  marltimas  Bal^ 
ihUi  Foederis  Civitates^  (/.  e.  the  Hans-towns)  we  find  the  Queen,  in  this  year,  ihid,  p.  253, 
difpatched  Dr.  Perkins,  her  envoy,  to  that  Emperor,  for  the  vindication  of  her  conduft  to- 
wards the  German  Steelyard  merchants  of  the  Hans -confederacy. — That  envoy  gaye  the  fol- 
lowing account  to  the  Emperor's  minifters,  viz. 

**  That  the  ancient  privileges  which  they  formerly  had  in  England,  had,  becaufc  of  their 
•*  great  abufe  of  them,  been  taken  away  in  King  Edward  the  Sixth's  time,  in  confideration 
•*  that  they  were  become  incompatible  with  the  good  ftate  of  the  realm ;  for  things  being  now 
"  far  changed  in  the  time  of  the  faid  King  Edward,  and  of  his  lifter  Queen  Mary,  they  could 
**  recover  nothing.  Yet  her  Majefty  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  the  beginning  of  her  reign,  grant- 
"  ed  them  the  trade  of  her  own  fubjefts,  until  at  length,  in  the  year  1577,  in  an  aflembly- 
**  general  (rfthe  Hans-deputies  at  Lubeck,  they  decreed  to  forbid  the  Englifh  merchants  trade 
«*  at  Hamburg;  and  yet,  at  tliis  time,  notwithftanding  all  their  unkind  dealing,  her  Majefty 
*•  ofFereth  them  the  privileges  of  her  own  fubjefts,  in  cafe  that  they  will  fuffer  fome  conve- 
*'  nient  trade  to  the  Englilh  mer<:hants  in  their  cities.  And  for  that,  in  all  kingdoms,  fomc 
"  old  ufages  and  privileges,  by  change  of  circuniftances,  ufed  to  be  taken  away,  efpecially  if 
"  fome  great  abufe  of  them  happen,  the  Hanfes  have  no  caufe  to  complain  of  England,  but 
"  of  thcmfclves ;  wlierefore  it  hath  been  taken  fomewhat  unkindly,  that  a  mandate  of  late 
**  hath  been  given,"  meaning  by  the  Emperor,  "  againft  the  Englifh  trade  at  Staden,*^  See 
alfo  Camden's  Elizabeth,  lib.  iv. 

This  laft  claufe  relates  to  the  decree  of  the  German  diet,  which  Gilpin^s  dexterity  had  de- 
feated, as  already  related. 

In  the  feme  vol.  xvi.  p.  241,  we  find  Queen  Elizabeth's  allowance  to  Thomas  Bodleigh, 
Efq;  as  her  minifter,  on  fpecial  affairs,  to  the  States  General  of  the  united  Netherlands,  was 
forty  Ihiliings  per  day,  befide  the  expence  of  his  going  thither  and  returning. 

In  this  fame  year,  Hid.  p.  264,  tlve  Queen,  in  a  grant  of  the  office  of  keeper  of  the  royal 
library  at  Weftminfter,  fixes  the  falary  at  thirteen  pounds  fix  (hillings  and  eight^pence  per 
annum;  probably  equal,  in  pbint  of  living,  to  forty  pounds  of  our  modern  money. 

In  tliis  fame  year,  fays  Stowc,  p.  769,  an  engine  was  erefted  at  Broken-wharf,  in  London, 
for  conveying  th«  Thames  water  into  the  fcveral  ftreets  of  that  city,  by  leaden  pipes,  into  every 
boufc.  Notwitliftanding  which,  our  author  well  remembers,  that,  in  the  laft  years  of  Queen 
Anne's  reign,  there  were  tankard  bearers,  /.  e.  carriers  of  water,  conftantly  plying  at  a  well 
under  the  fouth-eaft  pofteirn  of  Aldgatc,  for  carrying  water  on  their  Ihoulders  into  the  upper, 
&c.  ftories  of  houfcs  in  that  neighbourhood,  there  being  no  water  laid-in  in  many  houfes 
thereabout. 

The  author  of  a  CoUeftion  of  Voyages  undertaken  by  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  and 
of  an  account  of  feveral  attempts  to  find  out  ttle  north-eaft  paflage,  pubUftied  in  an  Englifti 
oftavo,  in  the  year  1703,  in  his  introduftion  juftly  remarks,  that  **  if  the  Spaniards  had  not 
•*  feized  on  the  Hollanders  (hips,  and  expofed  their  perfons  to  the  rigour  of  the  inquifition, 
**  probably  tlicy  had  never  extended  their  navigation  beyond  the  Baltic  Sea,  the  northern 
"  countries,  England,  France,  Spain,  and  its  dependencies,  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Le- 
**  vant."  But  neccffity  obliging  that  people  to  the  praAice  of  commerce,  **  they,  for  that 
"  end,  were  obliged  to  try  new  ways  of  getting  by  fea  to  far  diftant  countries,  i^  order  to 
"  avoid  their  meeting  with  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe.'* — Being  unjuftly  debarred  the  fail- 
ing to  the  Eaft  Indies  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  they  determined  to  attempt  a  way  thither. 
Vol.  II.  A  a  by 
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1594  by  {leering  firfl:  north-eaft,  and  then  along  the  coaft  of  Tartary,  in  order  to  reach  China, 
Japan, -India,  and  its  ifles.  Accordingly,  William  Barents,  witli  three  (hips,  failed,  in  this 
year  1594,  round  Norway  and  Lapland,  and  to  the  north  coaft  of  Nova  Zcmbla,  but  could 
go  no  further  for  the  ice  ;  and  yet  thofe  who  returned  home  retained  great  hopes  of  fuccefs, 
when  a  further  trial  Ihould  be  made. 

In  Bilhop  Fleetwood's  Chronicon  Prcciofum,  under  the  faid  year  1594,  we  find  wheat  was 
at  fo  extravagant  a  price  as  two  pounds  fixleen  Ihillings  per  quarter,  and  rye  at  two  pounds, 
one  great  caufe  of  which  probably  was,  that  the  plague  had  raged  fo  greatly  in  England  the 
preceding  year. 

Captain  James  Lancafterwas  now  fitted  out  with  three  fhips  by  fome  merchants  of  Lon* 
don,  and  was  joined  by  certain  Dutch  and  French  freebooters.  They  took  thirty-nine  Ihips 
from  the  Spaniards,  and  then  attacked  the  port  of  Fcrnanbuco  in  Brafil,  and  took  and  held 
the  lower  town  and  haven,  having  driven  the  inhabitants  to  the  upper  town.  Here  they  loaded 
fifteen  fhips  with  the  merchandize  of  a  great  Eaft  India  carrack,  which  had  been  wrecked 
there,  and  with  fugar,  Brafil  wood,  and  cotton,  and  returned  home  fafe. — Camden's  Eliza- 
beth, Englifh  edition,  1635,  p.  434-5. 
X595  The  States  of  Holland,  and  Maurice  Prince  of  Orange,  now  fent  out  Barents,  with  feven 
fhips,  on  a  fccond  north-eaft  paflage  for  China,  &c.  determined  to  try  it  through  the  Streight 
of  Waigats,  between  the  fouth  Ihore  of  Nova  Zemblaand  the  north  coaft  of  the  Ruffian  pro- 
vince of  Samoieda.  But  after  many  endeavours  to  get  through  or  beypnd  that  Streight,  they 
were  fo  obftrufted  with  the  ice  from  the  Tartarian  Sea,  that  they  were  ^liged  to  return  home 
this  fame  year. 

In  Mr.  Strype's  edition  of  Stowe's  Survey  of  London  we  find,  that,  from  the  calamitous 
dearth  of  corn  already-mentioned  under  the  preceding  year,  by  direftion  of  the  Lord  Mayor, 
a  furvey  of  the  number  of  poor  houfekeepers  within  his  jurifdiftion  was  made  in  this  year, 
which  amounted  to  four  thoufand  one  hundred  and  thirty-lwo  ;  fo  that,  allowing  them  to  be  a- 
bout  or  near  a  fourth  part  of  all  the  houfes  in  London,  the  whole  might  be  about  feventeen  thou- 
fand houfes,  though  at  prefent  upwards  of  twenty-four  thoufand.  This  increafe  is  owing  to 
many  void  fpaces  being  built  up  into  ftreets  and  courts  fince  the  reformation  from  popery,  and 
alfo  later,  fince  the  great  conflagration,  in  the  year  1666.  This  cannot.be  more  clearly  evinc- 
ed than  by  one  fingle  inftance,  viz.  that,  till  the  faid  conflagration,  all  that  large  court,  nam- 
ed Exchange-alley,  fronting  the  fouth  gate  of  tlie  Royal  Exchange,  quite  through  into  Lom- 
bard-ftreet  fouth,  and  into  Birchin-lane  eaft,  whereon  are  now  fo  many  lofty  edifices,  was 
then  but  one  fingle  merchant's  houfe  and  garden  ;  and  the  like  may  be  inftanced  of  feveral 
other  places  in  the  city.  Yet,  by  the  further  great  increafe  of  commerce,  the  merchants  and 
wholefale  dealers  of  London  now  begin  further  to  leffen  the  number  of  houfes  in  that  city, 
and  confequently  of  inhabitants,  by  turning  many  dwelling-houfes  into  ftore-houfes  for  mer- 
chandize in  various  parts  of  it.  Moreover,  by  a  late  ftatute,  in  the  thirty-third  year  of  King 
George  II.  the  city  of  London  is  empowered  to  make  new  openings  and  ftreets  therein,  for 
the  convenience  and  ornament  thereof,  and  in  which  they  have  already  made  a  hopeful  pro- 
.  E^efs. 

James  Howell,  in  his  Londinopolis,  publilhed  in  folio,  in  the  year  1657,  gives  us  many 
particulars  of  the  vaft  increafe  of  London's  fuburbs  towards  the  clofe  of  Queen  Elizabeth's 
reign,  which  more  plainly  point  out  the  great  increafe  of  England's  commerce  than  a  whole 
\olume  of  fpeculative  reafoning  could  do  alone.     It  is  not  material  to  make  di^erent  fcdions 
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1595  thereof,  and  therefore  we  have  brought  them  all  together,  whether  a  little  before  or  after  this 

year. 

**  It  feems  that  about  this  time  tlie  grounds  called  Spitalfields,  began  gradually  to  be  built 
*•  on  for  weavers,  &c.  as  was  alfo  Hog-lane  in  that  part,  which  had,  within  fixty  years,  from 
"  the  date  of  his  book,  had  fair  rows  of  elm-trees  all  along,  now  turned  into  houfes,  on  both 
"  fides,  from  Hounfditch  to  Whitechapel  church. 

**  As  to  Wapping,'*  fays  Howell,  *'  it  is  yet  in  the  memory  of  man,  that  there  was  never 
"  a  houfe  nor  building,  from  St.  Catherine's  to  Wapping  :  but  now,"  1.  c.  in  the  year  1657, 
**  there  is  a  continued  ftreet  towards  a  mile  long,  from  the  Tower  all  along  the  river,  almoft 
**  as  far  as  RadclifF:  which  proceeded  from  the  increafe  of  navigation,  mariners,  and  traffick." 

t^  This  fhews  that  Wapping  was  originally  a  village  or  place  detached  from  London, 
though  now  a  part  of  the  great  contiguity  thereof. — "  RadclifF  alfo,"  continues  he,  "  is  much 
*^  increafed  in  buildings,  and  alfo  Nightingale-lane." 

•'  Northward,  London's  fuburbs  have  been  lefs  increafed  than  on  the  eaft  and  weft  fides  : 
"  yet  there  was  an  increafe  about  this  time  on  that  fide  alfo.  Where  the  buildings  on  the 
"  weft  fide  of  Smithficld  ftand,  was  formerly  a  very  large  pond  of  water :  and  where  the  place 
"  called  the  fheep-pens  is,  was  a  field  with  growing  elms,  and  the  place  of  execution  for  cri- 
'*  minals. — Afterwards,"  in  King  Henry  the  Sixtli's  reign,  "  they  began  to  build  the  fpacc 
**  between  the  faid  pond  and  the  river  of  Wells,  now  Turnmill-brook,  which  runs  into  Fleet- 
•*  ditch  :  and  afterwards  that  pond  was  drained,  and  built  on ;  and  fo  down  that  ftreet  now 
*'  called  Cow-lane,  and  alfo  Chick-lane,  and  Hofier-lane,  &c.  So  that  the  buildings  there 
**  are  fo  increafed,  that  now  remaineth  not  one  tree  there." 

Some  other  additions  were  made  about  Clerkenwell,  about  or  near  this  time,  where  the 
,  fields,  gardens,  and  avenues  of  the  gre^t  priory  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem,  and  alfo  the  convent 
on  the  north  fide  of  Clerkenwell -green  ftood,  &c. 

Weftward,  without  Newgate,  the  great  ftreet  named  Holborn,  and  its  contiguity,  has  been 
gradually  built  quite  up  to  the  village  of  St.  Giles  in  the  Fields.  But  as  the  greateft  increafe 
thereabout  was  chiefly  in  the  next  century,  we  muft  refer  thereto. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  275,  of  Rymer's  Foedera,  in  the  year  1595,  we  find  that  Queen 
Elizabeth  had  written  to  King  Chriftian  IV.  of  Denmark,  for  his  leave,  **  that  a  merchant- 
*'  man  of  Harwich  might  refort  for  fifliing,  at  or  to  the  fmall  ifle  of  Wcftmanna,  adjacent  to 
**  the  great  ifland  of  Iceland  ;  to  wiiich,  in  former  years,  Ihe  was  wont  to  refort  without  in- 
**  terruption.  The  Danifh  King  thereto  replies,  by  telling  the  Qi^ieen,  that  the  occafion  of 
"  prohibiting  their  fubje£ts  from  reforting  thither,  was,  that  they  took  the  liberty  of  fre- 
*'  quenting  it  without  alking  leave,  contrary  to  ancient  treaties.  And  if  her  fubjefts  will 
"  comply  with  thofe  ancient  treaties,  they  Ihall  be  free  to  fi(h  at  Iceland,  the  port  of  Weft- 
"  manna  alone  excepted  ;  the  filhery  of  that  port  being  now,  as  well  as  anciently,  appropri- 
"  ated  for  the  ufe  and  fervice  of  his  own  court." 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh  having,  in  the  preceding  year,  fent  out  a  fhip  for  the  purpofe  of  making 
difcoveries  in  the  country  of  Guiana,  of  which  he  had,  unhappily  and  fatally  for  himfelf,  his 
fon,  and  many  others,  formed  fuch  exalted  ideas,  with  refpeft  to  its  immenfe  treafures,  and 
great  cities,  from  certain  falfe  information  he  had  received  ;  he  in  this  year  failed  thither  him- 
felf, with  feveral  fliips,  and  many  worthy  and  experienced  gentlemen  and  mariners.  He  firft 
feized  the  fort  on  the  ifle  of  Trinidada ;  where  he  learned,  that  Guiana  extended  above  fix 
hundred  miles  up  from  that  coaft;  and  here  he  alfo  received  abundance  of  frefli  but  very  falfe 
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1595  ^"^  romantic  accounts  of  rich  mines  and  great  cities,  and  particularly  the  vaft  and  rich  city 
named  El  Dorado  or  Manoa,  the  fuppofcd  capital  of  Guiana.  On  this  romantic  prefumption, 
Raleigh,  with  an  hundred  men  in  boats,  failed  four  hundred  miles  up  the  great  river  Oro« 
noque,  enduring  great  fatigues  for  a  whole  moath,  but  without  meeting  with  that  or  any  other 
great  city,  though  he  faw  many  Indian  nations  on  its  banks  :  but  it  beginning  to  fwcll  on  ac- 
count of  the  approach  of  their  winter,  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  return  to  his  (hips,  before 
he  could  reach  that  imaginary  golden  city  :  he  is,  however,  faid  to  have  brought  back  fomc 
plates  of  gold,  which  he  had  obtained  from  the  bordering  nations  who  traded  with  Guiana. 
He  had,  it  is  faid,  been  encouraged  to  this  attempt  by  his  coufin,  the  Lord  Admiral  Howard^ 
and  by  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  he  dedicated  his  account  of  it. 

In  this  fame  year  Sir  Amias  Prefton,  with  three  fhips,  took  and  burned  Porto  Santo  at  the 
Madeiras ;  and  failing  from  thence  to  the  Weft  Indies,  he  took  and  deftroyed  fome  of  the 
Spanifh  towns  there,  which  were  without  doubt  poorly  defended,  and  returned  home  with 
fome  booty,  though  probably  lefs  in  value  than  the  expence  incurred.  Sir  Francis  Drake 
alfo,  with  fix  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  own  fhips,  twenty-one  private  (hips  and  barks,  and  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  men,  failed  from  Plymouth  to  the  Weft  Indies  ;  where,  the  Spaniards 
knowing  of  their  coming,  he  did  but  little  execution  againft  their  towns ;  fo  well  had  they 
now  fortified  them  almoft  every  where,  being  fuflkiently  warned  by  former  difafters.  There 
he  fought  with  part  of  a  Spani(h  fleet  fent  againft  him,  with  little  advantage.  He  next  at- 
tempted, with  f&ven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to  get  acrofs  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien  to  Panama  on 
the  South  Sea ;  but  the  Spaniards  had  fo  fortified  the  roads,  that  they  were  forced  to  come 
back  to  their  (hips.  In  their  return  homeward,  both  Sir  Francis  Drake  and  Sir  John  Haw- 
kinSy  two  moft  gallant  commanders,  died  at,  and  were  buried  in,  their  elemeat-— the  fea. 

An  epitaph  on  whom,  what  man  could  make  ? 
For  who  could  fay,  here  Hawkins  lies,  or  Drake  ? 

The  officers  and  fallors  of  the  Dutch  (hips  which  had  been  fent  to  try  a  pa(Iage  by  the 
north-eaft  to  China  and  India  laft  year,  giving  ftill  great  hopes  of  their  being  able  to  find  fuch 
a  paflage,  which  they  computed  would  be  about  two  thouland  miles  nearer  than  the  ufual 
way ;  the  States  General  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  were  thereby  encouraged  to  fend  out  feven 
(hips,  under  Barente  again,  laden  with  all  forts  of  mercliandize,  and  with  money  to  trade 
with;  hoping  to  get  through  Waigats,  or  Na(rau  Streight.  Their  fmalleft  Ihip  was  dircfted 
to  return  with  the  news  of  the  other  fix  (hipe  having  doubled  Cape  Tabin,  which  was  confider- 
cd  as  the  extreme  point  of  Tartary  ;  or,  at  leaft,  when  they  (hould  be  gone  far  enough  to  fteer 
to  the  fouthward,  without  being  in  danger  from  the  ice  :  but  finding  the  fame  obftruSions  in 
the  Streight,  and  yet  more  at  the  further  end  of  it,  from  the  mountains  of  ice  at  the  entrance 
of  the  Tartarian  Sea,  they  returned  to  Holland  after  they  had  been  four  months  and  an  half 
on  that  voyage. 

The  Hollanders  finding,  from  their  firft  attempt,  that  it  was  probably  impraaicable  to  fail 
to  China  and  India  by  the  fuppofcd  north-eaft  paflTage,  at  length  determined  this  year  to 
force  their  way  thither  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which  they  performed  witli  wonderful 
courage  and  fuccefs :  four  (hips  failed  from  Holland  in  April  1595,  and  returned  home,  (all 
but  their  biggeft  and  moft  leaky  (hip,  which  they  burned)  in  twenty^nine  months,  flulhed 
with  their  paft  fuccefs,  and  big  with  future  expeftations ;  although  by  reafon  of  the  oppofition 
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1595  of  the  Portuguefe  and  Javanefe,  it 'did  not  fully  anfwcr  cxpeftation  in  point  of  prefcnt  gain. 
This  undertaking  was  fct  on  foot  by  nine  merchants  of  Amftcrdam,  with  only  a  capital  of 
feventy  thoufand  guilders. 

<*  About  this  time,"  fays  the  third  volume,  p.  96,  of  an  Englilh  tranflation,  from  the  Por- 
tuguefe language,  of  a  work  entitled,  Portuguefe  Alia,  **  came  firft  into  India  the  fcourge  of 
**  the  Portuguefe  pride  and  covetoufnefs.  For,  in  the  month  of  September,  in  the  year  1595, 
"  news  was  brought  to  Goa,  that  the  two  firft  Holland  Ihips  which  durft  cut  thofe  feas,  had 
*'  been  in  the  port  of  Titancone,  and  were  bound  to  the  ifle  of  Sunda,"  &c. — From  this  arri- 
val of  the  Dutch,  the  Portuguefe  juftly  date  the  ruin  of  their  affairs  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  Yet 
Dr.  Gemelli  Careri,  elfewhcre  quoted,  affigns  alfo  another  very  probable  caufe  of  the  declen- 
lion  of  the  Portuguefe  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  viz.  the  conqueft  of  Brafil:  for  finding  much  more 
profit  by  that  rich  colony,  they  flighted  their  Eaft  India  fettlemcnts,  and  neglefted  to  fend 
thither  fufficient  fupplies  even  for  preferving  what  they  already  poffefled,  and  much  lefs  for 
making  new  conquefts  there.  This  is  fo  certain,  fays  Gemelli,  that  the  King  of  Portugal 
was  feveral  times  abfolutely  determined  to  abandon  the  Eaft  Indies^  had  not  the  miffionaries 
made  him  fenfible,  that  if  he  purfued  fuch  a  meafure,  all  the  Chriftians  of  thofe  countries 
would  again  fell  into  idolatry  and  Mahometanifm.  To  fay  the  truth,  one  may  venture  to 
pronounce,  that  the  original  caufe  of  their  ruin  in  India,  was  the  too  great  number  of  their 
conquefts  there,  which  were  too  far  afunder  to  be  effeftually  fuccoured,  whilft  they  were  en- 
gaged in  war  againft  the  Dutch  in  Europe,  as  well  as  in  India  and  Brafil. 

Tlie  Chronicon  Preciofum  obferves,  that  the  price  of  wheat  in  this  year,  1595,  by  reafon 
of  a  great  tranfportatiou  of  it,  was  rifen  to  two  pounds  thirteen  Ihillings  and  four-pence  per 
quarter. 

1596  King  Philip  II.  of  Spain  again  making  great  preparations  againft  England,  Queen  Elizabeth 
wifely  determined,  by  all  means,  to  prevent  his  attempts  on  her  coafts  ;  and,  as  the  beft  means 
for  that  purpole  would  be  to  attack  and  annoy  him  in  his  own  ports,  (he  fent  out,  for  that 
end,  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix  ftiips  of  war,  feventeen  whereof  were  her  own  fliips,  the  re- 
mainder were,  as  ufual,  hired  ones ;  they  carried  feven  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty  land- 
foldiers,  and  were  joined  by  a  Dutch  fquadron  of  twenty-four  ftiips ;  all  being  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  Earl  of  Eflex  and  the  Lord  Admiral  Howard.  The  gallant  and  fuccefsful  attack 
and  facking  of  the  famous  and  ftrong  port  and  city  of  Cadiz,  is  in  all  our  hiftories  at  large,  and 
therefore  improper  to  be  enlarged  on.  Here  they  burned  and  deftroyed  much  ftiipping,  and 
more  riches,  and  demoliftied  all  the  forts :  all  which  together,  was  cftimated  at  twenty  millions 
of  ducats  of  real  lofs  and  damage  to  Spain.  Much  rich  booty  was  brought  home,  together 
with  two  galleons  and  a  hundred  brafs  cannon,  and  two  hundred  other  pieces  of  ordnance, 
were  cither  taken  or  funk  in  the  fea.  Eleven  of  the  King  of  Spain's  beft  fliips,  forty-four 
merchant-fliips,  and  an  imnienfe  quantity  of  naval  ftores,  ammunition,  provifions,  &c.  being 
deftroyed  ;  and  for  ranfom  of  their  lives,  they  agreed  to  give  hoftages  for  the  payment  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  ducats.  This,  in  fliort,  was  a  very  glorious  exploit,  and  did 
not  a  little  raife  the  credit  of  the  Queen,  and  of  her  naval  land-forces,  as  well  as  of  her  mini- 
fters  and  commanders.  In  this  attack  the  Englifli  employed  fliips  of  Lubeck  and  Dantzick  : 
for,  in  order  to  board  the  Spanilh  galleons,  the  admiral,  being  unwilling  to  hazard  the  Queen's 
own  fliips,  fent  fix  fliips  of  Lubeck  and  Dantzick  from  the  fleet  for  that  purpofe. 

Neverthclefs,  Philip  was  in  this  fame  year  fo  intent  on  making  reprifals  for  fo  great  an  in- 
iult»  difgrace,  and  lofs,  that  he  aflembled  his  whole  marine  at  Lifl^on,  and  all  the  foreign 
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I5<^6  (hips  in  his- ports  ;  as  alfo  a  body  of  land-forces,  and  many  Irifli  fugitives,  intending  an  inva- 

Hon  of  either 'England  or  Ireland.     Yet  a  violent  temped  arifing,  deftroyed  the  greater  part  of 

thofe  fhips  ;  fo  that  an  end  was  put  to  that  intended  invafion  for  the  prefent  year. 

By  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  290,  gf  the  Fcedera,  Qiiqen  Elizabeth  grants  to  Thomas  Ed- 
monds, Efq.  the  office  of  her  fecretary  for  the  French  tongue,  with  a  falary  of  fixty-fix  pounds 
thirteen  (hillings  and  four-pence  per  annum,  for  life  ;  equal  to  about  two  hundred  pounds  in 
point  of  the  expence  of  living  in  our  days. 

Sir  Anthony  Shirley  having  been  cruizing  on  the  coafts  of  New  Spain  and  the  Spanilh  Weft 
Indies,  landed  on  the  iiland  of  Jamaica;  and  after  having  taken  St.  Jago  dcla  Vega,  its  prin- 
cipal town,  and  plundered  it,  he  left  the  ifland. 

In  the  fame  year,  1596,  Sir  Robert  Dudley,  and  others,  fent  out  three  (hips,  with  an  intent 
to  trade  to  China,  of  which,  and  its  rich  commerce,  the  Englilh  had  heard  fo  much  :  Wood,  the 
commander  in  chief,  had  Queen  Elizabeth's  recommendatory  letters  to  the  Emperor  of  China. 
But  all  that  we  know  of  this  unfortunate  voyage,  (from  the  firft  volume  of  Purchafe's  Voy- 
ages, p.  no,  and  from  Harris's,  p.  47.)  is,  that  they  never  arrived  fo  far  as  the  Eaft  Indies; 
but  having  been  cncounteied  by  (torms,  ficknefs,  and  famine,  they  were  at  length  driven  on 
the  Spaniih  Weft  Indies,  having  only  four  men  left  alive,  who  were  made  prifoners,  and  their 
Ihips  feized. 

Jn  tliis  year  the  Hollanders  attempted  a  tlurd,  and  the  laft  time,  a  north-eaft  paflage  to 
China,  but  were  very  unfortunate  therein,  lofing  one  of  their  two  fhips  ;  and  Barents,  with 
fuch  men  as  were  left  alive,  wintered  miferably  in  Nova  Zembla,  and  out  of  their  battered 
fhip  fitted  out  a  fmaller  one,  and  with  infinite  hazards  and  difficulties  returned  home  to  Hol- 
land ;  Barents,  however,  died  in  his  return. 

Wheat,  in  this  year  1596,  was  become  fo  dear  in  England,  by  reafon  of  great  rains,  fays 
the  Chronicon  Preciofum,  as  to  be  fold  for  four  pounds  per  quarter,  and  rye  at  two  pounds 
eight  (hillings  per  quarter ;  alfo  oatmeal  was  fold  at  eight  (hillings  the  bu(hel.  This  is  the 
firft  time  we  meet  with  the  price  of  oatmeal ;  which  (hews  that  the  diftrefs  of  the  people,  occa- 
fioned  by  this  dearth  of  wheat,  obliged  them  to  feed  much  on  oatmeal. 

N.  B.  In  the  alliance  concluded  this  fame  year,  1596,  at  Greenwich,  and  at  the  Hague,  be- 
tween England,  France,  and  Holland,  againft  Spain,  there  is  nothing  particular  relating  to 
<:ommerce. 
1597  King  Henry  VIII.  having  wickedly  fequeftered  all  the  Englifli  hofpitals,  to  the  amount  of 
one  hundred  and  ten  in  number,  and  having  as  wickedly  and  wantonly  fquandered  away  their 
revenues,  it  gave  fuch  a  check  to  the  intentions  of  new-founding  any  fuch  charities  by  parti- 
cular or  private  perfons,  as  totally  prevented  fuch  charitable  foundations  for  a  long  time  after. 
And  as  the  kitchens  of  the  abbies  were  gone,  the  poor  were  in  great  diftrefs  in  many  parts  of 
England  :  two  laws  therefore  were  thought  neceflary  at  this  time,  for  the  relief  of  the  aged  and 
maimed  poor.  The  one  was  for  the  amendment  and  improvement  of  a  law  made  in  the  thirty- 
iifth  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  chap.  4.  for  charging  every  parilh  witli  a  weekly  tax  for  the 
relief  of  fick,  hurt,  and  maimed  foldiers  and  mariners:  which  empowered  (viz.  thirty-ninth 
of  Elizabeth,  cap.  v  )  any  perfon  or  perfons  to  ereft  for  thofe  purpofes  hofpitals  and  houfes 
of  correftion  ;  and,  for  that  end,  to  purchafe  goods  or  lands,  not  exceeding  the  yearly  value 
of  two  hundred  pounds.  The  other  aft  of  this  thirty-^ninth  year  of  her  leign,  cap.  21.  laid  a 
further  tax  on  every  pari(h,  for  the  relief  of  foldiers  and  mariners,  viz.  the  higheft  rate  of  any 
parifh  eight-pence,  and  the  lowcft  two-pence  weekly. — See  the  year  1563. 
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1597  We  have  a  fecond  inllance,  in  this  fame  year,  of  the  fallibility  of  feme  a£ls  of  Parliament 
relating  to  commerce,  viz.  a  corroboration,  cap.  ii,  of  an  aft  of  the  twenty-third  year  of 
Qween  Elizabeth,  cap.  9.  **  which  prohibited  the  ufe  of  logwood  or  blockwood,  in  the  dyc- 
**  ing  of  cloths,  &c.  as  a  praftice  falfe  and  deceitful;  direfting  all  logwood,  wherever  to  be 
•*  found,  to  be  burned  ;  and  that  neither  cloth  nor  wool  ihall  hereafter  be  dyed  therewith."— 
Neverthelefs,  in  after-times,  this  fame  logwood  has  been  difcovered  to  be  extremely  profita- 
ble, ufeful,  and  proper  in  the  dying  trade,  by  a  certain  regulation  of  it.  And  it  is  in  our 
days  found  to  be  a  great  inconvenience  to  our  commerce,  to  have  our  iogwood-cutters  perpe- 
tually difturbed  in  the  Bay  of  Campeachy  by  the  Spaniards,  who  pretend  to  an  exclufive  pro- 
perty in  that  bay,  though  never  yet  planted  by  them,  as  will  be  feen  under  the  year  1662,  and 
1717. 

In  Scotland,  at  this  time,  their  Parliament  happened  to  be  wife  enough  to  prohibit  the  ex- 
portation of  their  wool ;  and  ordained,  "  That  craftfmen-ftrangers  be  brought  home  for  work- 
**  ing  it  up."— They  lay  twelve-pence  per  pound  on  all  foreign  cloth,  and  other  merchandize 
imported :  **  Provided,  however,"  fays  this  two  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  aft  of  the  fifteenth 
Parliament  of  King  James  VI.  ^*  that  this  aft  be  not  extended  to  peers,  barons,  and  freehold- 
**  ers  ;  to  all  whom  it  fhall  be  Icafum^  (/.  e.  lawful)  without  paying  any  cuftom,  to  fend  their 
*'  own  goods  beyond-fea,  for  their  own  particular  ufe  :  and  to  import  wines,  cloths,  and  other 
«*  furniture,  only  for  their  own  particular  ufe,  but  not  to  make  merchandize  thereof;  con- 
^^  formable  to  the  laws  and  liberties  granted  to  them  before."  Which  ill-judged  provifo  fruf- 
trated  the  whole  intent  of  this  ftatute :  for,  with  fuch  a  law  as  this,  exempting  the  whole 
landed  men  of  the  kingdom  from  paying  for  tlieir  own  goods  the  cuftoms  paid  by  merchants, 
it  was  not  very  likely  that  commerce  fhould  be  profperous  there;  as  the  landed  men  of  every 
country,  and  particularly  in  Scotland,  with  their  retinues,  were,  without  doubt,  the  great 
bulk  of  the  people,  and  the  principal  confumers  of  foreign  merchandize:  befides,  under  co- 
lour of  the  above  exemptions,  it  may  be  very  naturally  luppofed,  that  many  frauds  might  be, 
and  certainly  were  committed. 

By  another  aft  of  this  fame  year,  the  Scojs  prohibit  the  importation  of  Englifh  woollen 
goods.  '*  The  fame  cloth,"  fays  that  ftatute,  "  having  only,  for  the  mod  part,  an  outward 
'*  (hew,  wanting  that  fubftance  and  ftrength  which  oftentimes  it  appears  to  have,  and  being  one 
•*  of  the  chief  caufes  of  the  tranfportation  of  gold  and  filver  out  of  this  realm." — The  only 
true  and  folid  reafon  for  this  law. 

Their  enafting,  in  this  fame  year,  "  That  three  new  towns  be  erefted,  in  different  parts, 
**  for  the  better  entertaining  and  continuing  of  civility  and  polity  within  tlie  Highlands  and 
"  ifles,  viz.  one  in  Cantire,  one  in  Lochaber,  and  a  third  in  the  ifle  of  Lewes,"  was  very 
well  judged. 

By  this  time  the  intereft  of  the  Hanfeatic  and  Imperial  cities  of  Germany,  coinciding  with 
the  intereft  which  the  crown  of  Spain  had  at  the  Imperial  court,  produced  a  mandate  from  the 
Emperor  Rodolph  to  the  town  of  Staden,  no  longer  to  entertain  the  comptoir  or  company  of 
the  Englifti  Merchant-adventurers  :  fo  that  they  were  forced  to  leave  Staden  ;  and  from  all 
other  parts  of  the  German  empire  they  are  thereby  alfo  exprefsly  debarred.  Whereupon  the 
city  of  Groningen  invites  that  company  to  fettle  with  them. — See  the  Foedera,  vol.  xvi.  p.  326. 
At  the  fame  time  the  town  of  Embden,  and  the  Dubes  of  Holftein  and  Brunfwick,  wrote  ex- 
cufatory  letters  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  on  account  of  the  Emperor's  mandate;  to  which,  though 
tbcy  were  obliged  to  fubmit,  yet  they  protefted  their  readincfs  to  ferve  our  great  Queen  in  any 
3  other 
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1597  Other  refpeft.  (It  feems  the  Duke  of  Brunfwick  had,  at  this  time,  an  annual  pcnfion  from 
Queen  Elizabeth  of  five  hundred  marks  fterling.)  Wheeler,  the  hiftoriographer  of  our  Mer- 
chant-adventurers Company,  aflerts,  that  eleven  or  twelve  other  towns  in  the  Netherlands,  on 
this  occafion,  earneftly  ftrove  to  have  that  company  to  fettle  with  them. 

In  the  ingenious  Preface,  fo  often  quoted,  of  the  late  learned  and  judicious  Mr.  Thomas 
Ruddiman,  to  Andcrfon's  moft  beautiful  work,  entitled,  Diplomata  et  Numifmata  Scotiac, 
P»  75>  we  fee  to  wliat  a  pitch  the  humour  of  decreafing  the  value  of  the  coins  of  Scotland  was 
arrived,  with  relation  to  thofe  of  the  fame  denomination  in  England  :  indeed  it  was  carried  fo 
far,  that,  in  this  fame  year,  1597,  the  proportion  between  them  was  come  to  be  as  ten  is  to 
one;  for  the  Scots,  this  year,  coined  fifty  of  their  fliiliings  out  of  one  ounce  of  their  filver; 
and  thirty  of  their  pounds  out  of  one  ounce  of  gold. 

By  the  Hans-towns  joining  their  intereft  at  the  Imperial  court  with  tliat  of  Spain,  for  ex- 
pelling the  Englifh  Merchant-adventurers  quite  out  of  Germany,  the  former  had  flattered 
tliemfelves  that  Queen  Elizabeth  would,  in  the  end,  have  been  compelled,  as  it  were,  to  re- 
new theobfolete  privileges  of  the  Hanfeatics,  for  the  fake  of  reftoring  the  Merchant-adventu- 
rers to  their  commerce  in  Germany.  But  the  fteady  and  refolutc  Queen,  in  the  fame  year, 
had  quite  other  thoughts  ;  though,  for  prudence  and  decency's  fake,  fhe  found  herfelf  obliged 
to  demand  at  the  Imperial  court  the  revocation  of  Rodolph's  edift  or  mandate  againft  her  Mer- 
chant-adventurers of  this  fame  year;  which  being  refufed,  the  Queen,  knowing  that  the  Steel- 
yard merchants  privileges  were  found  to  be  in  many  refpefts  pernicious,  and  repugnant  to  the 
great  commercial  inte;:efts  of  her  kingdom,  (he,  in  th^  fame  year,  1597,  "  Direfted  a  com- 
•*  miflion  to  the  mayor  and  fherifFs  of  London,  to  (hut  up  the  houfe  inhabited  by  the  mcr- 
**  chants. of  the  Hans-towns  at  the  Steel-yard  in  London  ;  and,  moreover,  ordered  all  the  Ger  , 
*'  mans  there,  and  every  where  elfe  throughout  England,  to  quit  her  dominions  on  the  very 
**  day  on  which  the  EngH(h  were  obliged  to  leave  Staden :"  whofc  expulfion  from  thence 
was,  it  feems,  deferred  till  now.  From  this  time  the  place  called  the  Steel-yard  was  never 
again  applied  to  or  for  that  ufe. 

At  our  final  parting  with  thefe  Steel-yard  merchants,  we  may  obferve,  that  they  had,  in 
old  times,  been  a  kind  of  bank  for  our  Kings,  whenever  they  wanted  money  on  any  fqdden 
emergency;  but  they  were  fure  to  be  well  paid,  in  the  end,  for  fuch  afliftance. 

The  Queen's  (hips  taking  fixty  of  the  (hips  belonging  to  the  Hans-towns,  laden  with  corn 
and  naval  ftores,  going  into  Lifbon,  in  the  year  1589,  for  fupplying  of  Spain,  helped  not  a 
little  to  make  this  breach  a  total  one  between  England  and  the  Hanfeatics  ;  which,  however, 
proved  greatly  beneficial  to  us,  in  the  end  :  for  the  Eng]i(h  found  means  to  get  their  cloths,  &c. 
imported  into  Germany,  though  not  in  fo  open  and  direft  a  manner  as  before  :  and  the  Mer- 
chant-adventurers Company  obtained  a  flouri(hing  i;efidence  at  the  city  of  Hamburg,  which 
continues  even  to  this  day.  • 

From  Sir  William  Monfon's  Naval  Trafts,  printed  in  the  third  volume  of  what  is  called 
Churchill's  CoUeftion  of  Voyages,  it  appears,  that  the  then  famous  and  adventurous  Earl  of 
Cumberland,  was  the  firft  Engli(h  fubjeft  that  built  a  (hip  fo  large  as  eight  hundred  tons  bur- 
then ;  which  (hip,  in  this  year  1597,  he  employed,  with  fomc  other  (hips,  in  an  expedition, 
at  his  own  private  expence,  againft  Spain. 

Wheat,  according  to  Bi(hop  Fleetwood's  Chronicon  Preciofum,  fell,  during  this  year,  from 
five  pounds  four  (hillings  to  four  pounds  per  quarter;  yet  the  fame  year  it  was  up  again  to  thir- 
teen (hillings  and  four-pence  per  bufliel,  or  five  pounds  fix  (hillings  and  eight-pence  per  quarter. 
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1598  In  this  year,  there  was  a  definitive  treaty  concluded  at  VVcftmlnfler,  between  Queen  Eliza- 
beth and  the  States  General  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces,  concerning  their  repayment  of  her 
pad  expence  in  their  defence,  being  eight  hundred  tlioufand  pounds  ftcrling,  by  computation, 
alfo  for  what  (he  fhould  afterward  expend  ;  and,  moreover,  for  the  re-delivery  of  the  caution- 
ary towns :  all  which  is  to  be  feen  in  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  340,  8cc.  of  the  Fcsedeia,  and 
in  vol.  ii.  p.  120  to  128  of  General  Collefl ion  of  Treaties,  1732.  Alfo  for  the  States  aflifting 
England  with  thirty  or  forty  Ihips  of  war,  in  cafe  (he  (hould  be  attacked  by  Spain.  All  that 
has  any  immediate  relation  to  our  general  fubjeft,  is,  the  (lender  burden  of  thofe  (hips  of  war, 
-when  compared  with  thofe  of  our  days  ;  the  one  half  of  them  were  to  confift  each  of  two  hun- 
-dred  tons  burden  ;  and  the  other  half  of  between  one  hundred  and  two  hundred  tons. 

In  the  fame  Sixteenth  volume,  p.  344,  &c.  the  Englilh  merchants  trading  to  Denmark,  com- 
plain of  the  Dani(h  officers  violently  feizing  their  merchandize. — To  w^hich  the  Danes  reply, 
that  thofe  goods  were  juftly  condemned  by  the  laws  of  Denmark,  as  not  having  been  truly  en- 
tered at  the  cuftom  houfes,  viz.  (kins,  tin,  cloth,  &c.  (liort  entered.  This  flifFnefs  of  the 
Dani(h  court,  which  was  llrongly  difpofcd  to  favour  the  Spaniards,  produced  a  (harp  remon- 
ftiance  from  the  Queen  ;  which  (p.  352)  brouglit  on  a  remiffion  of  fo  much  of  thcfe  confifca- 
tions  as  amounted  to  thirty  thoufand  dollars. — But,  on  the  other  hand,  King  Chriflian  IV. 
of  Denmark  demanded  redrefs  from  Queen  Elizabeth  for  certain  piracies  of  the  Englifh  com- 
mitted on  his  fubjefls.  **  For  now,"  fays  Camden,  in  his  Hiflory  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
**  tliere  began  to  grow  controvcrfies  about  fuch  matters  i"  meaning  the  carrying  of  contra- 
band goods,  as  naval  (lores,  &c    to  the  Spaniards. 

The  fcveral  trials  for  a  north-weft  pafTage  to  China,  by  Hudfon's  and  Davis's  Streights, 
and  of  a  north  eaftpalTage,  by  the  attempts  to  get  thither,  cither  to  the  north  of  Nova  Zcm- 
bla,  or  eife  between  that  ifland  and  the  main  land  of  RufTia,  through  the  Streight  of  Waigats, 
and  tiie  annual  voyages  to  Archangel,  had  fo  accuftomed  the  Englilh  to  thofe  boiftcrous  feas, 
that  fome  of  the  Ruffia  company  occafionally  commenced,  for  the  firft  time,  the  fiflicjry  for 
whales,  (which  was  found  to  be  much  more  profitable  fince  the  difcovery  of  the  great  ufe  of 
whale  fins  for  ladies  ftays,  &c.)  at  or  near  Spitzfbergen,  where  thofe  huge  animals  refort  in 
greater  numbers,  than  any  where  elfe  that  we  have  yet  difcovered.  Yet  Spitz{bergen  is  thought 
merely  a  parcel  of  rocky  and  barren  ifles,  with  high  mountains  always  covered  with  fnow, 
utterly  uninhabitable  by  human  creatures  by  reafon  of  the  intolerable  cold  of  the  win- 
as  was  fatally  experienced  in  the  next  century,  by  two  feparate  trials  made,  the  one 
by  an  Engli(h  company  of  failors,  the  other  by  a  number  of  Dutch  failors  :  all  of  whom 
pcriflicd  with  cold  before  the  winter  was  over.  Its  name  was  given  it  by  the  Dutcli,  who 
were  the  firft  that  went  thither,  viz.  in  1596,  and  fignifies  a  country  of  high  and  (liarp- 
topped  mountains  ;  and  in  common  difcourfe  it  is  oftcner  called  Greenland  than  Spitzber- 
gen,   though  very  erroneoufly. 

In  the  treaty  of  Vervins,  between  France  and  Spain,  in  the  year  1598,  it  began,  although 
almoft  imperceptibly,  to  appear,  that  the  fcale  of  the  former  fomevvhat  preponderated.  Spain, 
it  is  true,  had  the  county  of  Charolois  reftored  to  her,  but  to  be  held  of  the  crown  of  France  ; 
to  which  crown,  in  exchange,  Spain  gave  up  the  towns  of  Calais,  Ardres,  Monthulin,  Dour- 
lens,  La  Capelle,  and  Le  Catelet,  in  Picardie;  alfo  Blavet  in  Bretagne.  The  author  of  the 
Life  of  the  Duke  D'Efpernon,  relates,  that  when  King  Henry  IV.  of  France  hadjuftfigned 
the  ratification  of  this  treaty  on  the  nth  of  June,  he  faid,  in  gaiety  of  humour  to  that  Duke, 
**  That  with  one  da(h  of  his  pen  he  had  done  greater  things  than  he  could  have  of  a  long  time 
**  performed  with  the  beft  fwords  of  his  kingdom." 
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1598  The  Dutch  Eaft  India  merchants  now  fent  out  Heeralkerck  on  a  fecond  voyage  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  with  eight  fhips  :  who  returned  home  in  the  year  1600,  laden  with  the  ufual  five  fpe- 
cies  of  fpices,  viz.  cinnamon,  pepper,  cloves,  nutmegs,  and  mace. 

And  fo  fond  were  the  Dutch  of  this  trade,  that  they  would  not  wait  for  the  return  of  thofe 
eight  Ihips  :  but  in  1599,  fent  out  three  other  Ihips.  And  fo  they  went  on  yearly,  making 
vaft  returns  of  profit  to  the  proprietors.  All  Europe  being  in  thofe  times  extremely  fond  of 
fpices,  to  a  much  greater  degree  than  we  are  at  prcfent. 

The  Hollanders  now  alfo  fend  out  four  (hips,  by  Oliver  Van  Noort,  on  a  new  adventure, 
which,  after  various  accidents,  failed  through  Magellan's  Streights  into  the  South  Sea,  and  fo 
on  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  where  they  had  various  encounters  with  their  enemies  the  Spaniards 
and  Portuguefe  :  and  after  fome  trading  for  pepper,  they  returned  home  by  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  This  being  the  fourth  general  navigation  round  the  globe  ;  but  the  firft  which  had 
been  performed  by  the  Dutch. 

Bifhop  Fleetwood,  in  his  Chronic.on  Preciofum,  fays,  that  in  this  year  pepper  was  fo  dear 
as  eight  (liillings  per  pound  ;  but  raifins  at  fix  pence  ;  Gafcon  wine,  two  (hillings  and  eight 
pence  per  gallon,   and  fweet  wines,  four  (hillings  per  gallon. 

In  this  fame  year  died  Philip  II.  the  renowned  monarch  of  Spain,  Portugal,  &c.  after  a  reign 
of  forty-two  years,  during  which  he  had  ftruck  terror  into  many  parts  of  the  world;  and 
muft  be  acknowledged  to  have  been,  during  his  whole  life,  the  moft  potent  monarch  of  Chrif- 
tendom. 

Voltaire,  in  his  General  Hiftory  of  Europe,  part  v.  obferves,  "  that  from  the  reign  of  the 
**  Emperor  Charles  V.  to  this  time,  the  Spaniards  had  a  remarkable  fuperiority  over  other 
**  nations.  Their  language  was  fpoken  at  Paris,  at  Vienna,  at  Milan,  and  at  Turin.  Their 
*•  fa(hions,  their  manner  of  thinking  and  writing,  gave  them  an  afcendant  over  the  Italians : 
**  and,  in  fine,  Spain,  till  about  this  period,  or  fomewhat  later,  had  greater  refpeft  (hewn  her 
*'  than  was  demonftrated  to  any  other  nation."  So  that,  from  various  reafons  which  wife 
and  knowing  men  will  eafily  find  out,  this  great  afcendance  or  fuperiority  of  Spain,  cannot  be 
reckoned  to  have,  in  all,  lafted  fcarcely  an  entire  century  :  after  which,  France  began  to  gain  a 
fuperiority  which  the  reft  of  Europe  has  ever  fince  feen  too  faft  jncreafing,  attended  with  a 
greater  degree  of  pre-eminence,  in  refpeft  to  their  language,  fa(hions,  manner  of  thinking  and 
writing,  &c.  than  ever  Spain  had  before  enjoyed. 

1599  ^^^  voyage  to  Archangel  was  fo  well  known,  and  fo  much  frequented  at  this  time,  that,  ac- 
cording to  Werdenhagcn,  the  Hanfeatic  hiftorian,  even  fo  far  as  from  Venice,  at  leaft  one  (hip 
annually  reforted  thither  for  commerce.  So  much  was  all  Europe,  by  this  time,  improved  in 
the  arts  of  commerce  and  navigation. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  362 — 3,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  have  a  fpecial  commi(fion  from 
Queen  Elizabeth,  not  only  for  enquiring  into  the  complaints  of  Denmark  in  the  preceding 
year  ;  but  alfo  into  thofe  of  the  French.  The  principal  occafion  of  the  latter  being,  it  feems, 
owing  to  the  letters  of  marque  merchant  (hips,  which  the  Queen  had  licenfed  to  make  reprifals 
on  the  (hips  of  Spain ;  under  which  pretence  they  had,  probably,  fometimes  made  too  free 
with  the  (hips  and  goods  of  other  nations.  Againft  which  unjuft  praft ices  the  Queen,  by 
proclamation,  now  ftriftly  enjoins  all  fuch  letter  of  marque  (hips  to  give  fecurity,  before  they 
fct  fail,  not  to  injure  the  fubjefts  of  nations  in  amity  with  her. 

At  this  time,  according  to  the  Annals  of  the  Netherlands,  by  Grotius,  the  fea  ports  of  Hol- 
land, and  other  parts  of  the  United  Provinces,  generally  built  two  thoufand  new  (hips  every 

year. 
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1599  y^^^*  ^  thing  almoft  incredible,  did  it  not  proceed  from  fo  reputable  and  illuftrious  an  au- 
thor,  and  who  was  alfo  a  native  of  that  country. 

King  Henry  IV.  of  France,  according  to  Mezerai,  now  prohibited,  by  a  fpecial  edift,  all 
foreign  manufaftures,  as  well  of  filk  as  of  gold  or  filver,  pure  or  mixed,  at  the  requeil:  of  the 
merchants  of  Tours,  who  undertook  to  make  quantities  of  fuch  manufaftures  fufficient  for 
the  whole  kingdom.  Yet,  grafping  at  more  than  they  could  perform,  and  being  alfo  com- 
plained of  by  the  city  of  Lyons,  (juftly  ftiled  the  Golden  Gate  of  France)  as  thereby  dcftroy- 
ing  their  famous  fairs,  as  well  as  leflTening  the  King's  cuftoms,  that  Edift  in  favour  of  Tours 
was  revoked.  Yet,  as  PufFendorf  obferves,  thefe  new  manufaftures  of  France,  and  more 
cfpecially  that  of  filk,  afterward  drew  great  wealth  into  that  kingdom. 

1600  In  the  laft  year  of  this  century.  Queen  Elizabeth  fent  out  John  Mildenhall  over  land  from 
Conftantinople  to  the  court  of  the  Great  Mogul,  for  the  obtaining  of  certain  privileges  for  the 
Englifh  Company,  for  whom  (he  was  then  preparing  a  charter  to  forward  their  trading  to  the 
Eaft  Indies,  in  which  he  was  long  oppofcd  by  the  arts  and  prefents  of  the  Spanifh  and  Portu- 
guefe  Jefuits  at  that  court,  who  by  fuch  means  had  fo  prepoflefled  the  Mogul  againft  the 
Englilh,   that  it  was  fome  years  before  he  could  entirely  get  the  better  of  them. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  395,  of  the  Fccdera,  we  have  a  fharp  and  folid  letter  from  Queen 
Elizabeth  to  King  Chrillian  IV.  of  Denmark,  **  remonftrating  on  the  injufticc  of  his  pco- 
"  pie's  having  feized  certain  Englifti  fifhing  veffels  on  the  high  feas  northward,  remote  from 
**  land."  She  tells  that  King,  **  that  the  high  feas  were  free  for  fifhing  by  the  confent  of  ail 
'*  nations." — Such  was  her  conftant  ftile  on  this  fubjeft. — This  feizure  was,  probably,  made 
fomewherc  near  Iceland  or  Norway,  under  pretence  of  our  people's  not  having  firft  alked  leave 
of  the  Danifti  court,  before  they  went  to  fifh  in  thofc  feas,  agreeable  to  a  convcntioji  for- 
merly made  with  Denmark ;  all  which  kind  of  difputcs,  about  the  filhing  there,  are  long  fincc 
at  an  end. 

In  a  treatife,  published  in  the  year  1655,  entitled,  England's  Grievance  difcovered  inRela- 
lation  to  the  Coal  Trade,  that  befidc  the  charters  already  mentioned,  the  town  of  Newcaftle 
upon  Tyne  had  charters  from  King  Henry  I.  Edward  I.  and  III.  Richard  II.  Henry  IV.  and 
Queen  Elizabeth,  the  lateft  charter  of  her's  being  in  this  year  1600 ;  wherein  the  Queen,  in 
Englifli,  defcribes  that  noble  town,  **  as  a  town  of  merchants,  a  mart  or  market  of  great  fame, 
"  and  ftufFed  with  a  multitude  of  merchants  dwelling  therein. — And  whereas  it  is  an  ancient 
''  town,  and  has,  time  out  of  mind,  had  a  certain  guild  or  fraternity,  called  hoft-men,  for 
"  the  difcharging  and  better  difpofing  of  fea-coals,  grind-ftoncs,  rub-ftones,  and  whet-ftones, 
«i  in  and  upon  the  river  and  port  of  Vyne,  though  not  as  yet  incorporated — She  therefore 
*'  now"  (viz.  in  the  forty-third  year  of  her  reign,  though  that  book  by  miftake  fays  the  thir- 
teenth) **  incorporates  them  by  the  name  of  the  Governor,  Stewards,  and  Brethren  of  the 
"  Fraternity  of  Hoft-men  of  Newcaftle."  By  this  and  former  charters,  it  appears,  that  this 
famous  town  had  great  jurifdiftion  on  the  river  Tyne,  from  the  fea  feven  miles  up  to  the  town 
and  from  the  bric'ge»  feven  miles  above  the  town,  in  point  of  navigation,  admiralty  jurifdic- 
tion,  fifhery,  he. — And  alfo  that  Newcaftle  had  been  ferviceable  to  former  Princes  in  their 
wars,  by  fupplying  them  with  mariners  and  fbips,  and  whofe  efiential  fervices,  in  the  fame  re- 
fpeft,  muft  be  acknowledged  at  the  time  wherein  we  now  live. 

According  to  Wheeler's  Treatife  of  Commerce,  publiflicd  in  the  year  1601,  already  often 
quoted,  **  The  Company  of  Merchant-Adventurers  of  England  did,  in  thefe  times,  annuallv 
*'  export  fixty  thoufand  white  cloths,  bcfiJe  coloured  ones  of  all  forts  (hort  and  lono- ;  kerfies 
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1600  **  baycs,  cottons,  northern  dozens,  and  divers  other  kinds  of  coarfc  woollen  cloths;  tlie 
**  white  cloths  alone  being  worth  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  the  reft  worth  four  hun- 
**  drcdthoufand  pounds  more." 

Neverthelefs,  Dr.  Davenant,  an  able  author,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  his  New  Dialogues, 
**  publifhed  in  the  year  17 10,  p.  93,  affirms,  **  That  tlic  gold  and  filvcr  coins,  at  this  time, 
"  in  England,  did  not  exceed  four  millions,  which,"  fays  he,  **  were  the  tools  we  had  to 
**  work  with,  when  we  firft  began  to  make  a  figure  in  the  commercial  world,  which  was  near 
**  that  period  of  time." 

Our  own  Turkey  merchants  firft,  and  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  next,  who  had  taken 
the  lead  of  us  in  the  Eaft  India  trade,  keeping  up  the  price  of  pepper  from  eight  fhillings  to 
four  (hillings  per  pound,  we  being  at  war  with  Spain,  and  therefore  prevented  from  getting 
fpices  from  Lifbon  at  firft  hand,  Queen  Elizabeth  now  determined  to  enter  her  people  direftly 
upon  a  commerce  to  the  Eaft  Indies. 

Accordingly,  on  the  31ft  of  December,  1600,  Ihe  granted  a  charter  to  George  Earl  of  Cum- 
berland, and  two  hundred  and  fifteen  Knights,  Aldermen,  and  Merchants,  **  That,  at  their 
**  own  cofts  and  charges, — they  might  fet  forth  one  or  more  voyages  to  the  Eaft  Indians,  in 
'*  the  country  and  parts  of  Afia  and  Africa,  and  to  the  iflands  thereabouts, ^-divers  of  which 
**  countries,  iflands,  &c.  have  long  fithcnce  been  difcovered  by  others  of  our  fubjefts  ; — to  be 
**  one  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  of,  The  Governor  and  Company  of  Merchants  of 
*'  London  trading  to  the  Eafl  Indies ; — to  have  fucceflion  ; — to  purchafe  lands  (without  limita- 
*'  tion  ;) — to  have  one  Governor,  and  twenty-four  perfons,  to  be  clefted  annually,  who  fliall 
"  be  called  Committees,  jointly  to  have  the  direftion  of  the  voyages,  the  provifion  of  the 
**  (hipping  and  merchandize,  alfo  the  fale  of  the  merchandize,  and  the  mar>agement  of  all 
**  other  things  belonging  to  the  faid  Company. — Sir  Thomas  Smith,  Alderman  of  London, 
"  was  to  be  the  firft  Governor,  and  a  Deputy-Governor  to  be  elefted  in  a  General  Court ; 
*«  both  the  Governors  and  all  the  Committees  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity. — As  alfo,  every 
**  member  (hall  take  an  oath,  before  being  admitted,  to  traffic  as  a  freeman  of  this  Company. 
<«  — The  Company,  their  fons,  at  twenty -one  years  of  age,  their  apprentices,  fervants,  and 
•«  faftors,  in  India,  or  elfewhere,  may,  for  fifteen  years  from  Chriftmas  laft,  freely  and  folely 
**  trade,  by  fuch  ways  and  paflTages  as  are  already  found  out,  or  which  Ihall  hereafter  be  dif- 
**  covered,  into  the  countries  and  parts  of  Afia  and  Africa,  and  into  and  from  all  the  iflands, 
**  ports,  towns,  and  places  of  Afia,  Africa,  and  America,  or  any  of  them,  beyond  the  Cape 
*'  of  Bona  Speranza  to  the  Strc^ghts  of  Magellan,  where  any  traffic  of  merchandize  may  be 
"  ufed  to  and  from  every  of  them,  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  be  limited  and 
•*  agreed  on  at  any  public  afl!cmbly  or  general  court  of  the  Company  ;  any  ftatute,  ufage,  di- 
•*  verfity  of  religion  or  faith,  or  any  other  matter,  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding  ;  fo  as  it 
•*  be  not  to  any  country  already  pofleflTed  by  any  Chriftian  potentate  in  amity  with  her  Majcf- 
"  ty,  who  fliall  declare  the  fame  to  be  againft  his  or  their  good  liking. — Either  the  Governor 
**  or  Deputy  Governor  muft  always  be  one  in  general  aflemblies,  when  they  may  make  ail 
**  reafonable  laws,  conftitutioris,  &c.  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  England,  for  their  good  go- 
•*  vernment,  by  plurality  of  voices,  and  may  punifli,  by  fines  and  imprifonment,  the  offen- 
••  ders  againft  their  laws. — The  Queen  grants  to  the  Company  an  exemption  from  paying  any 
*'  cuftoms  for  the  firft  four  voyages  ; — and  for  cuftoms  which  fliall  afterwards  be  payable  for 
"'  merchandize  from  India,  the  Company  fliall  be  allowed  to  give  their  bonds,  payable  one 
•*  half  in  fix  months,  and  the  other  half  in  fix  months  after. — For  merchandize  loft  at  fca, 
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1600  **  outward  bound,  the  cuftoms  ftiall  be  allowed  to  the  Company  out  of  the  next  cargo  (hip- 
"  ped  off. — Indian  merchandize,  that  (hall  have  paid  the  cuftoms,  may,  until  the  end  of  thir- 
"  teen  months,  be  re-exported  by  any  fubjefts,  without  paying  any  further  cuftoms. — The 
"  Company  may  export,  in  their  firft  voyage  now  preparing,  thirty  thoufand  pounds  in  fo- 
**  reign  coin  or  bullion,  fo  as  at  leaft  fix  thoufand  pounds  thereof  be  firft  coined  in  the 
**  Queen's  mint,  and  the  like  for  the  fubfequent  voyages,  provided  the  Company  firft  import 
"  at  Icaft  fo  much  foreign  coin  or  bullion  in  gold  or'filvcr  into  this  realm,  of  which  fix  thou- 
*'  fand  pounds  Ihall  be  coined  as  aforefaid. — The  Comp.1ny  may  fend  yearly  to  Eaft  India, 
"  fix  good  Ihips  and  fix  pinnaces,  with  five  hundred  mariners,  unlcfs  the  royaj  navy  goes 
**  forth. — None  of  the  Queen's  fubjefts,  but  the  Company,  their  fervants,  or  afligns,  {hall 
"  rcfort  to  India,  without  being  liccnfed  by  the  Company,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  Ihips  and 
**  cargoes,  with  imprifonment,  till  the  oflFcnders  give  one  thoufand  pounds  bond  to  the  Com- 
"  pany,  not  to  trade  thither  again. — Neverthelefs,  for  the  encouragement  of  merchant-flrangers. 
**  and  otliers  to  bring  in  commodities  into  the  realm,  the  Queen  gives  power  to  the  Com- 
^  **  pany  to  grant  licences  to  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and  fhe  promifes  not  to  grant  leave  to 
"  any  otliers  to  trade  thither  during  the  Company's  term,  without  their  cqnfcnt.  The  ma- 
**  jority  of  any  general  meeting  of  the  Company  may  admit  apprentices,  fervants,  faflors, 
"  &c.  to  the  feliowlhip  or  freedom  of  the  faid  Company. — The  filver  to  be  exported  (hall  on- 
**  ly  be  (hipped  at  the  ports  of  London,  Dartmouth,  and  Plymouth,  ahd  (hall  be  duly  enter- 
"  ed  by  the  cuftom-houfe  officers,  without  paying  any  cuftom  for  the  fame. — Gold  and  filver 
"  imported  (hall  be  entered  before  the  landing  the  fame. — Provided,  that  in  cafe  this  charter 
"  (hall  hereafter  appear  not  to  be  profitable  to  the  crown  and  realm,  then,  upon  two  years  no- 
"  tice  to  the  Company,  their  charter  (hall  ceafe  and  determine. — But  if  otlierwife,  then  the 
"  Queen  promifes,  at  the  end  of  the  faid  fifteen  years,  upon  the  Company's  fuit,  to  grant 
"  them  a  new  charter  for  fifteen  years  longer."  This  is  the  very  fame  Eaft  India  Company, 
which,  through  many  various  viciflitudes,  exifted  under  the  fame  denomination  till  the  year 
1708,  when  it  was  abforbed  by  the  prefent  United  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading  to 
the  Eafi  Indies. 

N.  B.  The  original  (hares  fubfcribed  were  fifty  pounds  each. 

To  clofe  this  century  with  good  fortune,  we  (hall  remark,  that  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  (liips, 
homeward  bound,  took  pofTeflion  of  the  i(le  of  St.  Helena,  then  uninhabited,  though,  (ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  the  Portuguefe;  well  ftocked  with  goats,  hogs,  and  poultry,  that 
they  might  be  fupplied  therewith,  when  obliged  at  any  time  to  ftop  there.  Here  our  Eaft 
India  Company  formed  a  fettlement, — which  they  fortified,  and  held  undifturbed  till  the  year 
1673,  as  will  be  further  Ihewn  under  that  year.  This  ifland  is  an  entire,  lofty  rock,  covered 
with  about  twelve  or  fifteen  inclies  of  earth  on  its  furface.  As  the  wind  blows  conftantly  at 
fouth  eaft  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  to  this  place,  (which  is  about  twenty-two  miles  in 
compafs)  it  is  failed  to  in  about  three  weeks  without  handling  the  fails,  and  the  moderate  gale 
makes  the  voyage  very  pleafant.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  find  this  ifle  in 
failing  from  Europe,  becaufe  of  the  conftant  fouth  eaft  wind ;  wherefore,  when  a  (hip  is  fent 
from  England  thither,  they  are  obliged  to  make  direftly  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  from 
thence  have  a  pleafant  pafTage,  as  already  defcribed  to  St.  Helena. — The  great  and  only  benefit 
our  (hips  receive  from  this  ifle,  is  the  fre(h  water  and  provifions  they  there  meet  with  in  their 
return  from  Ipdia,  in  the  providing  of  which  above  two  hundred  families  are  here  employed 
and  fupportcd. 

SEVEN. 
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SucceJJion  £/*Princes   In  this.  Century. 


Emperors  of  Germany. 

RODOLPH  II.    to       -  161I 

Matthias,  to     -  1618 

Ferdinand  IF.  to  1636 

Ferdinand  III.  to  1656 

Leopold,  to        -  1700 
and  beyond. 


Czar  of  Rujpa. 
Peter  the  Great,    i 
from  1682,  to       J 
and  beyond. 


700 


Kings  of  Sweden. 


Sigismund,  to 
Charles  IX.  to 
GusTAvus  Adol- 

pfius,  to 
Christiana,  to 
Charles  X.  Gus- 

TAVUS,   to 

Charles  XI.  to     - 
Charles  XII.  to 
and  beyond. 


1604 
161 1 

J1632 

1654 
I  1660 

i6q7 
1700 


Kings  of  England  and  Scotland. 


1603 
1625 
1649 
1685 
1688 

1694 

1700 


Elizabeth,  to 
James  I.  to 
Charles  I.  to 

II.  to 

James  II.  to 
William  and 
Mary,  to 
William  III.  to 
and  beyond. 

Kings  of  Denmark. 
Christian  IV.  to  1649 
Frederick  III.  to  1670 
Christian  V.  to  1699 
Frederick  IV.  to  1700 
and  beyond. 

Kings  of  Poland. 
Sigismund,  King  of  1    , 

Sweden,  to  }  ^^3^ 

Uladislaus  VI.  to  1647 
John  Casimir,  to  1670 
Michael  Wisno- 

WISKI,    to 

John  Sobieski,  to 
Augustus  II.  to 
and  beyond. 


}i673 

1696 

1700 


Kings  of  France. 
Henry  IV.  to       -       1610 
Louis  XIII.  to       -      1643 
Louis  XIV.  to      -       1700 

and  beyond. 


Kings  of  Spain. 

Philip  III.  to       -  1621 

Philip  IV,  to       -  1665 

Charles  II.  to     -  1700 


Kings  of  Portugal. 


Philip'  III.  of 

Spain,  to 
John,  to       -        - 
Alphonso,  to 
Peter,  to 

and  beyond. 


1640 

1651 
1667 
1700 


The   character   of    the   SEVENTEENTH   CENTURY. 

This  century  may  be  truly  faid,  from  its  very  commencement,  nearly  to  approach  to  a  rc- 
femblance  of  modern  times,  whether  confidered  in. a  commercial  pr  a  political  light ;  either  in 
refpeft  of  riches,  knowledge,  or  religion.  In  general,  it  will  be  Xeen,  that  towards  the  clofc 
of  it,  commerce  gradually  advanced  to  almoft  its  very  zenith  of  perfection.  Navigation,  ma- 
thematical, manufaflural,  nautical,  and  mechanical  arts ;  agriculture,  archite£lure,  and  planta- 
tions, are  almoft  marveloufly  improved. — The  interefts  of  the  feveral  kingdoms  and  ftates  of  Eu- 
rope are  more  intimately  inveftigated,  and  better  underftood  than  in  any  former  age. — Almoft  all 
the  commercial,  banking,  and  metallic  companies  of  Europe  are  eftablilhed  nearly  as  at  prefent 
fubfifting  :  the  great  and  principal  increafe  of  the  commerce  of  England  and  Holland  is  efFeftcd. 
The  Hans-towns  lofe  their  trade  more  and  more  to  the  Dutch  and  Englifti. — The  Turkifli 
naval  ftrength  begins  to  decline. -^The  trade  from  the  feveral  countries  of  Europe  to  the  Eaft 
Indies  is  brought  to  great  maturity,  efpecially. by  the  Engli(h  and  Dutch,  who,  to  the  very  clofe 
of  this  century,  may  be  faid  to  poflefs  much  the  greatcft  part  of  the  naval  commerce  of  Eu- 
rope.— Naval  architefture  is  alfo  brought  to  great  perfeflion. — The  general  balance  of  national 
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1601  commerce  is  better  underftood  ;  though,  very  probably,  it  will  never  be  reducible  to  a  dire£t 
demonflration. — Commercial  treaties  between  different  nations  are  more  fully  comprehended  in 
this  century,  and  are  found  to  be  of  the  laft  importance  to  their  mutual  profpcrity. — The  impor- 
tance of  the  low  intereft  of  money,  and  the  true  intrinfic  value  of  coin,  is  much  better  and 
more  generally  known,  than  at  former  periods. — Many  new  inventions  and  projefts  are  fet  on 
foot. — The  fuburbs  of  London  are  greatly  enlarged  every  way,  from  the  great  increafe  of  the 
commerce  of  Englancf. — Legal  intereft  of  money  in  England  is  reduced. — The  excellent  navi- 
gation aft  of  the  Rump  Parliament  is  afterwards  legally  confirmed,  as  being  founded  on  juft 
principles,  and  various  improvements  are  at  different  times  made  therein. — Many  excellent 
new  productions  are  brought  to  England,  and  naturalized  there. — England's  moft  excellent 
Royal  Society,  for  the  improvement  of  natural  knowledge,  is  eftablidied,  and  followed  by  thofe 
of  feveral  other  nations. — The  revenue  of  England  is  vaftly  increafed,  as  is  alfo  its  royal  navy 
and  mercantile  fhippi ng,  and  likewife  all  its  manufaftures. — New  Englifh  plantations  formed 
in  America,  and  the  old  ones  much  improved. — France  alfo  is  greatly  improved  in  commerce, 
manufaftures,  colonies,  and  fhipping. — Many  unfuccefsful  expeditions  are  attempted  from 
Europe,  for  finding  the  north-weft  and  north-caft  pafTages  to  China  and  India. — Money- 
banking  takes  its  original  eftablifhment  and  increafe  in  England  ;  and  commercial  liberty  is 
alfo  legally  and  firmly  eftablifhed  there. — France,  by  the  wicked  and  impolitic  perfecution 
and  expulfionofher  Proteftant  fubjedls,  makes  great  alterations  in  favour  of  the  commerce 
and  manufactures  of  moft  countries  of  Europe. — England  makes  a  great  and  fuccefsful  refor- 
mation of  her  filver  coin. — Peter,  the  firft  great  Monarch  of  Ruffia,  makes  vaft  improvements 
in  his  extenfive  empire. — And  almoft  every  partof  Chriftendom,  towards  the  clofe  of  this  cen- 
tury, is  endeavouring  to  pufh  into  commerce  and  manufactures  ;  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  the 
commerce  and  (hipping  of  England  continue  very  vifibly  to  profper  and  increafe. 

1601  The  very  laft  day  of  the  fixtecnth  century  having  given  birth  and  form  to  the  firft  Englifh 
Eaft  India  Company,  the  members  thereof  immediately  raifed  the  fum  of  feventy-two  thou- 
fand  pounds,  though  not  in  one  joint  ftock  or  common  capital,  as  in  fucceeding  times,  there 
having  been  no  joint  ftock  in  this  company  till  the  year  161 3.  They,  this  year,  fcnt  out  their 
firft  fleet  for  India,  commanded  in  chief  by  Captai it  James  Lancafter;  having  one  fhip  of  fix 
hundred  tons,  one  of  three  hundred,  two  of  two  hundred  each,  and  one  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  tons,  as  victualler  to  the  whole  fleet,  carrying  four  hundred  and  eighty  men,  and  twen- 
ty-feven  thoufand  pound?  in  money  and  goods,  the  remainder  of  the  faid  feventy-two  thou- 
fand  pounds  being  entirely  abforbed  in  the  purchafe  of  thefe  fliips,  and  for  artillery,  ammu- 
nition, provifions,  &c.  But  Queen  Elizabeth  did  not  live  to  fee  the  return  of  this  voyage. — 
At  Achen,  in  the  ifle  of  Sumatra,  they  laded  pepper  for  fome  of  their  fhips  ;  but  not  meeting 
with  enough,  and  failing  thence  for  the  Strait  of  Malacca,  they  found  lading  enough,  by  their 
capture  of  a  Portuguefe  fhip  of  nine  hundred  tons,  laden  with  calicoes,  &c.  and  failing  from 
thence  to  Bantam,  they  delivered  Qj-ieen  Elizabeth's  letter  and  prefents  to  its  King,  as  they 
had  before  done  to  the  King  of  Achen  ;  and  from  both  thofe  Kings  they  received  letters  and 
prefents  in  return  for  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  had  alfo  privileges  granted  to  our  company  by  both 
Kings.  So,  having  fettled  faCtors  at  Bantam,  they  failed  homeward,  and  arrived  in  the 
Downs  in  September,  1603,  having  made  this  firft  voyage  very  profperoufly  in  two  years  and 
fcven  months. 

Sir 
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1601  Sir  William  Monfon,  in  his  Naval  Trafts,  obfervcs,  that  even  before  Queen  Elizabeth'^ 
death,  and  upon  the  Eaft  India  Company's  fending  out  their  firft  fleet,  juft  mentioned,  that 
trade  was  written  againft  in  England,  and  was  alfo  briefly  anfwercd,  under  the  following 
heads,  viz. 

I.  It  is  exhaufting  our  treafurc. 

"  Anfwered. — We  may,  by  this  trade,  draw  as  much  filver  from  other  countries  as  we  fend 
"  to  India."     This  has  been  fince  amply  verified. 

II.  It  will  deftroy  our  mariners,  by  the  great  difference  of  climates. 

**  Anfwered. — As  long  voyages  breed  the  beft  mariners,  this  of  Eaft  India  will  rather  in- 
**  creafe  than  diminifh  their  number. 

III.  It  will  be  the  decay  of  our  fhipping  by  the  worms,  unlefs  (heathed  with  lead. 

**  Anfwered. — So  far  from  this,  it  will  be  the  incrcafe  of  our  (hipping,  by  maintaining  eight 
**  or  nine  (hips,  each  of  one  thoufand  or  twelve  hundred  tons,  which  are  larger  than  any  we 
"  now  ufe,  and  which,  on  occafion,  may  be  of  greater  fervice  to  the  nation  tlian  all  the  other 
**  (hipping  of  London. 

IV.  It  will  obftruft  the  vent  of  our  woollen  cloth,  in  return  for  which  we  now  take  fpices, 
&c.  from  Turkey,  which  our  Eaft  India  trade,  bringing  more  cheap  to  us,  will  prevent. 

**  Anfwered. — This  inconvenience  will  fall  alone  on  the  Turkey  Company,  whofe  fpices, 
**  &c.  come  to  us  at  the  third  hand,  whereas  they  will  now  come  to  us  at  the  firft  hand  from 
*'  India. 

V.  VV^itli  rcfpcft  to  the  objeftion,  that  more  fpices  will  be  brought  home  than  we  can  vend; 
**  Anfvvercd. — Our  own  nation,  the  Eaft  Country,  and  Ru(ria,  will  confume  more  than  we 

"  can  bring  home." 

VI.  It  was  alfo  objcfted,  that  the  fource  of  our  Eaft  India  trade  was  the  fecret  malice  of 
**  fome  againft  the  Turkey  Company. 

**  Anfivercd. — If  the  Eaft  India  trade  proves  beneficial,  it  ought  to  be  purfucd,  witliout  rc- 
**  garding  private  grudges  ;  and  men  would  not  venture  fuch  great  flocks  in  it,  if  they  did  not 
'*  think  it  would  anfwer." 

**  To  thefe  objeflions,"  fays  Sir  William  Monfon,  **  the  anfwers  are,  in  general,  juft,  after 
**  twenty-five  years  experience;  (he  firll  wrote  his  Naval  Trafts  in  the  year  1625J  but,  he 
adds,  **  that  the  bane  of  that  trade,  in  his  time,  w^^s, 

**  I.  The  company  having  treble  the  number  of  eight  or  nine  Ihips,  at  firft  propofcd  for 
**  this  trade,  which  was  thereby  overcharged. 

**  II.   For  the  fame  rcafon,  the  prices  of  Eaft  India  merchandize  were  enhanced  there. 

*'  III.  It  drew  mighty  ftocks  of  money  to  maintain  it ;  whereby  all  the  kingdom  imputed 
**  the  fcarcity  of  money  to  it." 

With  refpeft  to  the  anfwers  exhibited  to  the  fix  objcftions  againft  an  Eaft  India  trade,  we 
may  briefly  obferve,  that  the  anfwcr  to  the  firft  is,  in  our  days,  put  much  ftrongcr,  viz.  That 
the  re-exportation  of  Eaft  India  goods  brings  back  a  much  greater  balance  from  foreign  na- 
tions than  all  the  bullion  we  fend  to  India.  And  with  relation  to  the  fifth,  the  Dutch 
Company  having  foon  after  mattered  the  coafts  of  the  ifle  of  Ceylon,  in  which  alone  by  far  the 
beft  cinnamon  is  produced  ;  and  the  ifle  of  Amboyna  being  the  beft  for  cloves  ;  and  the  Mo- 
lucca ifles  for  nutmegs  and  mace,  the  Englifli  Company  have  long  fince  been  excluded  from 
thofe  fpices  at  the  firft  hand  ;  only  pepper  abounding  in  fo  many  different  parts  of  India,  our 
company  muft  ever  deal  largely  in  that  fpice,  as  it  ever  will  probably  be  in  moft  general  de- 
f  nund 
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1601  hiand  all  over  the  world,  by  all  ranks  and  conditions  of  people.  Yet  it  is  confeflcd,  that  the 
aflertion  in  the  anfvver  to  the  fixth  objeftion,  is  far  from  being  conclufive,  with  refpcft  to  the 
general  benefit;  fincc  there  may  be  various  branches  of  commerce  very  beneficial  to  the  mer- 
chant, which  may  be,  at  the  fame  time,  pernicious  to  the  public. 

As  the  trade  from  England  to  Eaft  Indfe,  ft  become  of  fo  great  importance  to  the  public, 
and  employs  fo  vaft  a  capital,  we  fhall  throughout  the  remaining  part  of  our  work  take  fpecial 
cognizance  of  all  debates  and  reafoniiigs  for  and  againft  it,  and  of  all  the  material  alterations 
and  changes  in  it. 

Till  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth  century,  Angelius  a  Werdenhagen,  already  fo  often 
quoted,  obferves,  vol.  ii.  part.  6,  p.  19,  '*  That  fome  of  the  Hans-towns  made  regular  annual 
•'  voyages  up  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  as  far  as  Venice;  and  more  particularly  the  Hamburgh- 
"  crs;  to  their  great  profit,  fo  long  as  the  Dutch  abflained  from. that  trade.  But  when  once 
•*  thofe  of  Amfterdam  engaged  in  that  trade,  they  quite  wormed  the  Hanfcatics  out  of  it;  fo 
**  that  at  length  the  Hamburghers  had  no  other  trade  left  to  them  with  Venice,  but  to  fell  their 
**  large  fliips  there,  and  then  to  return  home  over  land."  This  author  further  fays,  "  that  they 
*'  formcily  traded  alfo  to  Florence,  Genoa,  and  Meffina,  for  filk,  in  exchange  for  their  corn. 
**  And  the  fhips  of  Lubeck,  Wifraar,  and  Straclfund,  were  then  alfo  wont  to  frequent  the 
•*  ports  of  Spain,  till  fupplantcd  therein  alio  by  the  more  dextrous  Hollanders." 

Wheeler,  the  advocate  for,  and  fccretary  to  the  merchant-adventurers  company  of  England, 
and  the  antagonift  of  the  Hanfeatics,  and  who  wrote  in  this  year  1601,  plcafes  himfelf  not  a 
little,  "  that  the  latter  were  then  fo  much  decayed  in  power  and  ftrength,  as  that  the  ftatc 
**  need  not  greatly  to  fear' them. — For  as  the  caufes  which  made  the  Hans-towns  of  eflimation 
**  and  account  in  old  times,  were  the  multitude  of  their  fhipping  and  fea  trade,  whereby  they 
"  ftored  all  countries  with  their  eaftern  commodities,  (/.  c  naval  llores,  flax,  hemp,  linen 
**  iron,  copper,  corn,  &c.)  and  ferved  Princes  turns  with  their  large  and  ftout  Ihips  in  time  of 
"  war;  we  fliall  find  at  this  time,  that  they  have  in  a  manner  loft  both  the  one  and  the  other  lonff 
"  ago,  when  compared  with  what  they  formerly  were.  And  if  her  Majefty  fliould  forbid  all  trade 
'*  into  Spaiiij  after  the  example  of  other  Princes,  they  would,  in  a  fhort  time,  be  quit  of  the 
**  reft;  for  that  trade  is  their  chicfcft  fupport  at  this  inftant. — Befides,  of  the  feventy-two  con- 
"  federate  Hans-towns,  fo  much  vaunted  of,  what  remains  almoft  but  the  report?  And  thofe 
**  which  remain,  and  appear  by  their  deputies,  when  there  is  any  aflembly,  are  they  able,  unlefs 
"  with  much  ado,  to  bring  up  the  charges  and  contributions,  &c.  for  the  defence  and  main- 
"  tenance  of  their  league,  privileges,  and  trade,  in  foreign  parts  and  at  home?  Surely  no  :— 
"  For  moft  of  their  teeth  are  out,  and  the  reft  but  loofe,  &c." 

The  chief  aim  of  this  fenfible  author  was,  to  confute  the  allegations  of  the  Hans-towns  at 
the  German  diet,  that  the  company  of  Merchant-adventurers  was  a  proper  monopoly;  as  well 
as  the  attempts  at  home  of  the  feparatc  traders,  who  were  equally  riiat  company's  opponents. 

We  have,  in  the  preceding  century,  fcen  both  Englifh  and  Dutch,  not  only  vifiting  the 
Eaft  Indies,  but  navigating  round  the  terraqueous  globe  :  but  the  firft  account  we  meet  with 
of  any  French  fhips  fitted  out  for  the  Eaft  Indies,  is  in  this  year  1601 ;  when  a  company  of 
merchants  of  St.  Maloes  fent  two  fhips  thither ;  one  of  which  was  eaft  away  at  the  Maldivian 
illes.  Laval,  who  writes  this  account,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  crew,  were  faved,  but  were  kept 
prifoners  there  fomc  time,  and  afterwards  got  home  to  France :  but  he  gives  no  account  of  the 
fucc<jfs  of  the  other  fhip,  /^TF^ 

Vol.  II.  Cc/^      ^0\  Although 
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1 60 1  Although  what  wc  have,  in  different  parts  of  this  work,  ahcady  exhibited,  concerning 
the  Englilh  merchant-adventurers  company,  may  feem  fufficient  to  explain  its  nature,  as  beinj 
merely  what  is  known  in  England  by  the  name  of  a  Regulated  Company,  yet  we  thought  a 
further  authentic  defcription  of  it,  by  Wheeler,  their  fccretary,  already  frequently  mentioned 
and  quoted,  might,  once  for  all,  be  acccptabk :  viz. 

"  The  company  confifts  of  a  great  number  of  wealthy  merchants  of  divers  great  cities, 
**  and  maritime  towns,  &c.  in  England;  viz.  London,  York,  Norwich,  Exeter,  Ipfwich, 
*'  Newcaftle,  Hull,  lac,  Thcfe  of  old  time  Hnked  themfelves  together,  for  the  exercife  of 
**  merchandize,  by  trading  in  cloth,  kerfies,  and  all  other,  as  well  Englilh  as  foreign  com- 
**  modities,  vendible  abroad ;  whereby  they  brought  much  wealth  home  to  their  refpeftivc 
*'  places  of  refidence.  Their  limits  are,  the  towns  and  ports  lying  between  the  river  of 
**  Somme  in  France,  and  along  all  the  coafts  of  the  Netherlands  and  Germany,  within  the 
**  German  Sea:  not  into  all  at  once,  at  each  man's  pleafure,  but  into  one  or  two  towns  at 
*'  moft  within  the  faid  bounds,  which  they  commonly  call  the  mart  town  or  towns,  becaufe 
**  there  only  they  ftapled  their  commodities,  and  put  them  to  fale,  and  thence  only  they 
*'  brought  fuch  foreign  wares  as  England  wanted,  and  which  ^vere  brought  from  far  by  mcr- 
**  chants  of  divers  nations,  flocking  thither  to  buy  and  fell  as  at  a  fair.  The  merchant-ad- 
*'  venturers  do  annually  export  at  lead  lixty  thoufand  white  cloths,  worth  at  leaft  fix  hundred 
•'  thoufand  pounds,  and  of  coloured  cloths  of  all  forts,  kerfies,  bayes,  cottons,  nortliern 
•*  dozens,  and  other  coarfe  cloths,  forty  thoufand  cloths  more,  worth  four  hundred  thoufand 
*'  pounds,  in  all  one  milhon  fterhng ;  befide  what  goes  to  the  Netherlands  from  England  of 
•'  woolfels,  lead,  tin,  faffron,  coney  flcins,  leather,  tallow,  alabafter,  corn,  beer,  &c. — And 
*'  our  company  imported,  \iz.  of  the  Dutch  and  German  merchants,  Rhenilh  wines,  fuftians, 
•*  copper.  Heel,  hemp,  onion  feed,  iron  and  copper  wire,  latten,  kettles,  pans,  linen,  har- 
♦*  nefs,  faltpetre,  gunpowder,  and  all  things  made  at  Nurcnburg,"  /.  e.  fuch  as  toys,  fmall 
iron  ware,  &c.  **  Of  the  "Italians,  all  forts  of  filks,  velvets,  cloth  of  gold,  &c.  Of  the 
**  Eallerlings,  naval  (lores,  furs,  foap,  afhes,  &c.     Of  the  Portuguefe,  fpices  and  drugs. 

"  With  the  Spanifli  and  French  they,"  /.  e.  the  Staple  of  Antwerp,  "  had  not  much  to  do, 
•*  by  reafon  that  our  Englilh  merchants  have  had  a  great  trade  direftly  to  France  and  Spain, 
'*  and  fo  ferve  England  direftly  from  thence  with  the  commodities  of  thofe  two  countries. 
**  Of  the  Nethcrlanders  they  buy  all  kinds  of  manufaftures,  tapeftry,  buckrams,  white  thread, 
*«  incle,  Hnen,  cambrics,  lawn,  madder,  &c»  Philip  the  Good,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  and 
**  fovereign  of  the  Netherlands,  the  founder  of  the  order  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  gave  the 
**  Fleece  for  the  badge  of  that  order,  in  coniideration  of  the  great  revenue  accruing  to  him 
•*  from  the  tolls  and  cuftoms  of  our  wool  and  woollen  cloth." 

After  many  ineffeftual  laws  enafted  in  England,  for  the  relief  of  tlie  poor,  it  was  not  till 
this  forty-third  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  that  a  law  paflTed,  cap.  ii.  for  nearly  the  prefcnt 
method  of  coUcfting  the  poors  rates,  by  overfeers  in  every  parifh.  Yet,  notwithftanding  the 
various  alterations  and  amendments  which  our  laws  relative  to  the  poor  have  undergone,  it  is 
ftill  the  great  complaint,  even  at  this  day,  of  every  obfcrving  perfon,  that  the  poor  might  be 
taken  care  of  at  a  much  lower  expence  than  by  the  prefent  method  ;  and  that  the  (hameful 
nuifance  of  common  beggars  and  vagabonds,  might  alfo  be  effeftually  prevented,  were  a  fo- 
lemn  committee  of  gentlemen  and  merchants,  with  one  or  two  able  and  honcfl  lawyers,  to 
undertake  the  truly  arduous,  tliough  not  ^bfolutely  imprafticable  talk,  with  paiieiKe  and  Heady 
refolution. 
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1601       In  this  fame  year,  thirteen  fhips  failed  from  Amfterdara  for  Eaft  India,  and  returned,  after 
various  adventures,  in  fafetjr  home. 

In  this  year,  1601,  we  have  aftatute  of  the  forty-third  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  cap.  xli.  for  , 
awarding  commifiions  to  hear  and  determine  policies  of  aflurance  made  among  merchants. — In 
the  preamble  to  which  ftatute  are  the  following  words  :  **  whereas  it  hath  been  time  out  of 
**  mind  an  ufage  amongft  merchants,  both  of  this  realm  and  of  foreign  nations,  when  they 
**  make  any  great  adventure,  (fpecially  into  remote  parts)  to  give  fome  confideration  of  money 
"  to  other  perfons,  which  commonly  arc  in  no  faiall  number,  to  have  from  them  aflurance 
"  made  of  their  goods,  merchandizes,  Ihips,  and  things  adventured,  or  fome  part  thereof,  at 
**^  fuch  rates,  and  in  fuch  fort,  as  the  parties  aflurers  and  the  parties  aflured,  can  agree ;  which 
**  courfe  of  dealing  is  commonly  termed  a  Policy  of  Aflurance :  by  means  of  which,  it  com- 
"  cth  to  pafs,  upon  the  lofs  or  periftiing  of  any  fhip,  there  foUoweth  not  the  undoing  of  any 
**  man,  but  the  lofs  lighteth  rather  eafily  upon  many,  than  heavily  upon  few  ;  and  rather  up- 
**  on  them  that  adventure  not,  than  upon  thofe  that  adventure ;  whereby  all  merchants,  fpe- 
**  cially  of  the  younger  fort,  arc  allured  to  venture  more  willingly  and  more  freely.  And 
**  whereas  heretofore,  fuch  afl^urers  have  ufed  to  Hand  fo  juftly  and  precifely  upon  their  ere- 
**  dits,  as  few  or  no  controverfies  have  rifen  thereupon ;  and  if  any  have  grown,  the  fame 
'*  have  from  time  to  time  been  ended  and  ordered  by  certain  grave  and  difcreet  merchants,  ap- 
**  pointed  by  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Londop. — Until  of  late  years,  that  divers  perfons  have  with- 
*'  drawn  themfelves  from  that  arbitrary  courfe ;  and  have  fought  to  draw  the  parties  aflured  to 
*'  feek  their  monies  of  every  feveral  aflTurer,  by  fuits  commenced  in  her  Majefty's  courts,  to 
**  their  great  charges  and  delays."  For  remedy  whereof,  it  was  nowenafted,  "  that  the  Lord 
"  Chancellor,  or  Keeper,  do  award  one  general  or  fl:anding  yearly  commifllon,  for  the  de- 
**  tcrmining  of  caufes  on  policies  of  afl!urances,  fuch  as  now  are,  or  hereafter  fliall  be  entered 
**  within  the  oflice  of  aflurances  within  the  city  of  London. — This  commiflion  to  confift  of 
**  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Recorder  of  London,  two  doctors  of  tlie  civil  law,  two 
**  common  lawyers,  and  eight  difcreet  merchants,  or  to  any  five  of  them. — Which  commif- 
"  fion  (hall  have  authority  to  determine  all  caufes  concerning  policies  of  afl!urancc  in  a  fum- 
*'  mary  way ; — who  (hall  fummon  the  parties ; — examine  witneflis  upon  oath,  and  imprifon 
**  difobeycrs  of  their  decrees.  They  (hall  meet  weekly  at  the  office  of  infurance,  on  the  wefl 
**  fide  of  the  Royal  Exchange,  for  the  execution  of  their  commiflion,  without  fee  or  reward.— 
*•  And  any  fuch  as  may  think  themfelves  aggrieved  by  their  determinations,  may,  in  two 
**  months,  exhibit  his  bill  in  Chancery  for  a  re-examination  of  fuch  decree, — provided  the 
**  complainant  do  firft  lay  down  to  the  faid  commifliioners  the  fum  awarded ;  and  that  the  Lord 
**  Chancellor  or  Keeper  may  either  reverfe  or  afl5rm  the  firft  decree,  according  to  equity  and 
**  confciencc :  and  if  he  decrees  againft  the  afl!urers,  double  cofts  fliall  be  awarded  to  the  af- 
*'  fured.     Laftly,  no  commiflioner  fliall  be  either  afliirer  or  afltired.'* 

This  law  fufficiently  demonftrated,  that  at  this  time  there  was  a  great  increafe  of  foreign 
commerce  in  England. 

Aflurance,  or  infurance  of  fliips  and  merchandize  on  the  feas,  is  of  great  antiquity,  even  as 
far  back  as  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Claudius  Caefar. 

The  fea  laws  of  Oleron,  as  far  back  as  in  the  year  1 194,  treat  of  it. 

It  feems  to  have  been  in  ufe  in  England,  upon  the  revival  of  commerce,  fomewhat  earlier 
than  on  the  continent.  "  And  Antwerp,  though  in  its  meridian  glory,  learned  it  from  Eng- 
^  land*     '^  And  wliereas^"  fays  Malyaes's  Lex  Mercatoria,  *«  the  meetings  of  merchants  in 

C  c  2  **  London 
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1601  "  London  were  held  in  Lombard -ftreet,  (fo  called  becaufe  certain  Italians  of  Lomhardy  kept 
*'  there  a  Pawn-houfe  or  Lombard,  long  before  the  Royal  Exchange  was  built)  all  the  policies 
**  of  infurances  at  Antwerp,  which  then  were,  and  now  (1622)  yet  are  made,  do  make  men- 
**  tion,  that  it  fhall  be  in-  all  things  concerning  the  faid  affurances,  as  was  accuftomed  to  be 
*•  done  in  Lombard- ftreet,  in  London;  which  is  imitated  alfo  in  other  places  of  the  Low 
**  Countries." 

In  the  fixtcenth  volume,  p.  408,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  have  a  record  taken  from  the  Cotton 
library ;  being  a  letter  from  the  fenate  and  confuls  of  Staden,  to  fome  great  man  of  Queen 
Elizabeth's  court,  (not  named)  "  requefting  him  to  aflure  that  Queen  of  their  readinefs  again 
**  to  receive  the  Englifli  merchant-adventurers  to  refide  in  their  town,  as  formerly  they  did; 
**  provided  there  be  no  monopoly,  or  college  (as  they  ftile  it)  of  the  faid  merchant-ad vcntu- 
**  rers ;  fincc  they  have  learned  from  the  Imperial  court,  that  they  are  there  become  more  fa- 
**  vourable  towards  the  Englilh;  and  that  it  is  the  monopoly  alone  which  the  Emperor's  man- 
"  date  ftruck  at,  as  what  the  Hanfeatics  oppofed. — In  the  mean  time,  all  Englifh  merchants 
**  in  general  may  freely  refort  to  Staden."  Thefe  Hanfeatics  complained  with  a  very  ill  grace 
againft  monopolies,  who  for  three  centuries  paft  had  been  the  greateft  monopolrfts  in  Europe. 
Wherefore  this  letter  from  Staden  feems  to  have  been  merely  a  complimental  one. 

In  p.  414  to  421,  of  the  fixteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  the  wars  of  Ireland  having  drained 
much  of  tlie  money  of  England,  Queen  Elizabeth  thought  it  beft  to  coin  fhillings,  iix-pences, 
three-penccs,  and  halfpence,  of  a  bafer  allay  than  the  Englifli  fterling  coins,  which  flie  fent 
into  Ireland,  as  the  only  proper  coins  to  pafs  there. — And  fhc  alfo  erefted  an  office  of  exchange 
between  England  and  Ireland,  for  exchanging  the  faid  new  money  with  fterling  monies  of 
England; — appointing  the  cities  of  London,  Briftol,  and  Chefter,  in  England  ;  and  Dublin, 
Cork,  Galway,  and  Carickfergus,  in  Ireland,  to  be  places  where  the  offices  of  exchange  were 
to  be  kept,  and  where  twenty  fliillings  Englifh  money  were  to  be  exchanged  for  twenty-one 
fhillings  Irifli. 

In  this  fame  year,  1601,  King  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  an  able  and  penetrating  Prince, 
publiftied  an  edift  for  reducing  the  public  or  national  intereft  of  money  in  that  kingdom,  down 
to  fix  and  one-quarter  per  cent.     That  King  therein  obferves, 

"  I.  That  high  intereft  had  ruined  many  good  and  ancient  houiesv 

*«  II.  That  it  had  obftrufted  both  commerce,  tillage,  and  manufa£tures ;  many  pcrfons^ 
**  through  the  facility  of  tlieir  gain  by  ufury,  or  intereft  of  money,  choofing  rather  to  live 
"  idly  in  good  towns,  on  their  income  arifing  therefrom,  than  to  labour  in  the  more  painful 
"  employments  in  hberal  arts,,  or  in  huft)andry.'^ 

One  would  naturally  have  apprehended^  that  England,  a  nation  now  of  confiderable  com- 
merce, fhould  have  feen  the  great  ufefulnefs  of  low  intereft  for  money,  fooncr  than  France 
would  have  perceived  it:  yet  the  faft  was  quite  otherwife ;  for  our  intereft  was  not  reduced 
from  ten  to  eight,  till  the  year  1624;  nor  from  eight  to  fix  percent,  till  fifty  years  after  this 
time.  Thus,  fometimes  we  find  one  nation  of  people  wifer  in  fome  particular  matter  than 
another,  from  whom  we  Ihould  mere  reafonably  and  naturally  have  expefted  it;  juft  as  we 
fee  one  particular  perfon  often  excel,  in  one  certain  point,  another  perfon,  whoj  in  other  re- 
fpefts,  may  generally  far  exceed  him  in  abilities. 

The  wife  and  penetrating  Queca  Eliaabeth  of  England,  ever  ready  to  redrefs  the  grievances 
of  her  people,  had  heard  of  numerous  complaints  againft  monopoHes^^hich,  in  this  feme  year, 
x6oi,  were  come  to  a  great  height,  and  were  petitioned  againft  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  : 

whereupon, 
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Jtoi  whereupon,  before  fhe  was  aftually  addreffed,  fhe  readily  annulled  moft  of  thofe  grants,  leav- 
ing  the  reft  to  the  due  courfe  of  law  j  which  drew  an  addrefs  of  tlianks  to  her  from  the  Houfc 
of  Commons. 

We  have  (hewn  under  the  year  1597,  that  the  Scots  had  gradually  brought  their  coins  of 
pounds,  Shillings  and  pence,  down  to  a  tenth  part  of  the  value  of  thofe  denominations  in  Eng- 
land. And  in  this  fame  year  1601,  according  to  the  late  accurate  Mr.  Ruddiman,  in  his  Pre- 
fetio  ad  Anderfoni  Thcfaurum,  Diplomatum,  et  Numifmatum  Scotiae.  Edinburgi,  1739, 
folio,  the  final  and  fixed  feltlement  was  made  of  the  proportion  between  the  coins,  or  rather 
denominations  of  coins  of  the  two  Britifli  nations.  **  For,  by  an  order  of  the  Privy  Coun- 
«'  cil  of  Scotland,  in  the  year  1601,  all  the  coins  of  Scotland  were  called  into  the  mint,  and 
"  recoined  into  new  fpecies ;  the  gold  into  the  finenefs  of  twenty-two  carrats,  and  the  filver 
"  of  eleven  pennyweights.  Out  of  an  ounce  of  gold  of  this  new  coin  they  coined  thirty-fix 
**  of  their  nominal  pounds  ;  and  out  of  an  ounce  of  filver,  they  coined  three  Scotifli  pounds, 
"  or  fixty  Ihillings  Scotilh  money  :  fo  that  now  the  proportion  between  Englifh  and  Scotifh 
*»  money  was  as  twelve  is  to  one.  And  fuch  it  remained  to  the  happy  union  of  the  two  king- 
««  doms,  in  the  year  1707,  when  all  the  money  of  Scotland  was  called  in,  and  coined  into 
•*  Englifh  or  fterling  money.  By  that  determination,  or  order  of  Council,  we  alfo  fee,  that 
*'  tlic  proportion  between  gold  and  filver  in  Scotland  was  then  alfo  as  twelve  is  to  one." 

«*  Thus,"  continues  Ruddiman,  *•  the  money  of  Scotland  was  gradually  raifed  in  its  ex- 
"  trinfic  value  to  no  lefs  than  thirty-fix  times  its  original  value,  in  the  reign  of  their  King 
**  David  theFirft ;  whilft  the  Englifh  money,  from  the  Norman  conqueft,  when  a  pound  in 
«»  tale  was  a  pound,  or  twelve  ounces  in  weight,  has  been  raifed  to  only  about  three  times  that 

**•  original  value." 

**^  And  the  money  of  France  has  been  gradually  increafed  in  nominal  value,  fince  the  time 
"  of  Charlemagne,  when- twenty  Ihillings,  or  fols  French,  weighed  a  pound  or  twelve  ounces, 
^  to  above  fixty  times  its  original  value,  /.  e.  a  livrc,  or  nominal  pound  French,  which  fcarce^ 
"  ly  now  contains  a  fiactieth  part  of  its  original  quantity  of  filver.  And  if  we  were  ftiiaiy  to 
*'  fearch  into  the  ftate  of  the  money  of  other  European  nations,  as  the  Germans,  Dutch, 
"  Italians^,  we  fbould  find  that  very  great  changes  have  alfo  happened  as  to  the  pfefent  no- 
"  rainal  value  of  the  coins,  compared  to  what  they  originally  were. 

"  The  caufes  of  tliofe  great  alterations  have  been  various  ;  fuch  as, 

"  I.  The  necelfity  or  covetoufncfs  of  Princes,  who  caufed  a  greater  quantity  of  allay,  or 
**  bafc  metal,  to  be  mixed  with  the  filver  in  coining,  than  was  juft. 

"  11.  Theover^valuing  of  gold  in  refpeft  of  filver.  For,,  inftance,  .if  in  Scotland,  gold 
**  was  more  valuable  than  in  England,  France,  and  other  countries,  then  would  their  filver 
«•  monies  be  exported  to  thofe  countries,  to  exchange  for  gold.;  which  exportation  caufes  an 
**  increafc  of  the  value  of  the  filver  coins. 

'*  III.  Another  caufe  of  the  enhancing  the  nominal  value  of  the  Scotifh  money,  was  the 
**  free  currency  permitted  to,all  manner  of  foreign  coins,  of  various  goodncfs  and  allay  ;  where- 
"  by  the  people  were  not  readily  able  to  judge  of  their  value,  and  therefore  often  over-valued 
"  their  own  coins. 

'*  IV.  On  the  other  hand,  it  fometimes  happened,  that  the  Scots  having  a  fcarcity  of  mo- 
"  ney  of  their  own,  and  therefore  Supplying  themfelves  with  the  coins  of  foreign  nations,  did 
"  OYcr^value  thofe  foreign  coins,  .which  depreflTed  the  value  of  their  own  coin,  and  whidi  was 
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1601  "  therefore  exported  tp  foreign  countries;  whereby,  in  the  end,  thofe  coins  of  their  own 
"  were  raifed  higher  than  they  fhould  have  been. 

"  V.  A  fifth  caufe  of  enhancing  the  value  of  their  coins,  was  the  clipping,  and  othcrwifc 
«*  fraudulently  diminilhing  thereof,  before  the  milled  money  came  into  ufe. 

*•  VI.  The  fixth  and  laft  caufe  of  enhancing  the  coin,  is  when  the  balance  of  trade  is  a- 
**  gainft  any  country.  For,  if  in  any  year,  or  number  of  years,  a  nation  imports  more  mer- 
•*  chandize  in  value  from  abroad,  than  they  export  of  their  own  native  commodities  into 
**  foreign  parts,  the  balance  in  the  end  muft  be  paid  in  the  coin  of  fuch  nation  to  foreign 
"  countries;  whereby  their  own  coin  will  be  enhanced,  if  that  balance  continue  for  any  con- 
<*  fiderablc  time  to  be  againft  them. 

*'  Thefe  caufes,"  fays  our  learned  author,  **  arc  not  confined' to  Scotland  or  to  France 
"  alone ;  but  are  common  to  all  other  countries,  where  the  like  errors  are  fufFered."  Mr. 
Ruddiman  highly  and  juftly  commends  the  care  taken  in  England  to  prevent  abufes  and  raif- 
takes  in  relation  to  their  coin ;  particularly  in  preventing  the  currency  of  foreign  coins  there. 
Whence  it  has  happened,  that  the  money  of  England  has  been  lefs  enhanced  than  in  other 
nations. 

•*  It  is  needlefs  to  enlarge  on  the  hurt  done  to  many  families,  by  the  great  enhancing  of 
*•  the  coins  of  any  country,  feeing  it  is  fo  obvious.  What,  for  inftance,"  adds  our  author, 
**  can  be  plainer,  than  that  an  annual  money  compofition  in  perpetuity,  made  in  the  reign  of 
**  King  James  IV.  of  Scotland,  when  fix  pounds  Scotifli  money  were  equal  to  one  pound 
*<  fterling,  muft  now  yield  but  one  half  to  the  receiver,  when  the  proportion  between  the 
**  money  of  the  two  nations  is  as  twelve  to  one." 

In  one  of  the  eflays  in  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  Remains,  as  we  have  elfewhere  obferved,  he  long 
before  this  made  a  fimilar  remark  with  refpe£l  to  crown  rents,  fixed  at  a  limited  fum  in  money, 
in  old  times,  when  a  pound  of  filver  by  tale  was  equal  to  twelve  ounces  by  weight. 
a6o2       "  During  a  fmall  period  of  tranquillity  in  Scotland,  King  James  endeavoured  to  civilize 
<*  the  Highlands  and  the  ifles,  a  part  of  his  dominions  almoft  totally  neglefted  by  former 
Monarchs,  though  the  reformation  of  it  was  an  objeft  highly  worthy  of  their  care.     Three 
towns,  which  might  ferve  as  a  retreat  for  the  induftrious,  and  a  nurfery  for  arts  and  com- 
merce, were  appointed  to  be  built  in  different  parts  of  the  Highlands  ;  one  in  Cantyre,  an- 
*«  other  in  Lochaber,  and  a  third  in  the  ifle  of  Lewes  :  and  in  order  to  draw  inhabitants  thi- 
ther, all  the  privileges  of  royal  burghs  were  to  be  conferred  upon  them.     But  that  King's 
attention  being  foon  after  turned  to  other  objefts,  (the  ficknefs  and  death  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth) we  hear  no  more  of  this  falutary  projeft."     Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  vol.  ii. 
p.  240,  241,  242. 

The  Ruffia  and  Turkey  companies,  in  the  year  1602,  joined  in  fending  out  two  fly-boats, 
^f  fixty  and  feventy  tons,  with  thirty-five  men,  viftualled  for  eighteen  months,  for  the  popular 
purpofe  of  finding  a  paflagc  to  China  and  India,  by  the  north-weft.  Captain  George  Way- 
mouth  was  commander  in  chief.  He  returned  home  in  July,  having  gone  no  further  north 
than  the  latitude  of  fixty-three  degrees,  thirty-five  minutes.  And  the  north-weft.  Fox  fays, 
that  he  neither  difcovexed  nor  named  any  thing  more  than  Davis  had  done  in  his  three  voy- 
;iges,  in  1585-6-7,  neither  went  he  fo  far  north. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  p.  425,  wc  have  Queen  Elizabeth's  excellent  in- 
flruflions,  in  Englifh,  in  the  year  1602,  to  the  Lord  Ewre,  Sir  John  Herbert,  and  Dr.  Dunn, 
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1602  her  plenipotentiaries  at  Bremen,  for  treating  with  thofe  of  Denmark,  concerning  peace  and 
commerce  ;  viz. 

«*  I.  Whereas  there  arc  certain  treaties  in  the  reigns  of  King  Henry  VII.  and  King  Henry 
"  VIII.  with  the  crown  of  Denmark,  wherein  certain  places  and  ports  in  Denmark  and 
**  Norway  are  ailigned  to  our  Englifh  fubjedts,  for  the  trade  of  filhery,  habitation,  and  fuch- 
•*  hke,  which  our  merchants  at  prefent  are  debarred  the  ufe  of;  you  (hall  omit  the  fpecial 
•*  naming  thereof,  contenting  yourfclves  rather  to  obtain  for  our  merchants  a  free  trade  and 
**  dealing  in  the  King's  dominions,  and  every  part  thereof,  in  general  terms :  the  intention 
<*  of  this  treaty  being  to  eftablifh  good  amity  between  us  and  our  loving  brother,"  King 
Chriftian  IV.  "  for  ever :  as  alfo  fome  good  means  of  commercial  intercourfe  for  our 
"  fubjefts. 

**  II.  And  with  refpeft  to  intercourfe,  /.  e.  commercial  correfpondence  by  treaty,  you  are 
•   to  undcrftand,  that  our  merchants  ufe  very  little  trade  in  the  dominions  of  Denmark. 

Yet,  in  general  terms,  mention  is  to  be  made  of  kind  intreating  our  fubjefts  on  both  fides, 
**  with  liberty  to  trade,  paying  the  ordinary  duties. 

**  III.  For  coming,  going,  and  abiding;  and  (which  moft  imports  our  fubjefts)  for  the 
"  intercourfe  of  our  merchants  with  the  Eaft  Countries  through  the  palTage  of  the  Sound  ;  as 
**  alfo  of  our  merchants  of  Mufcovy  by  the  Wardhuys;  and  of  the  fifliing  of  Iceland  and 
"  Wardhuys. 

**  As  to  the  paffage  of  the  Sound,  our  merchants  have  long  fince,  by  their  humble  fuppli- 
**  cations,  declared  unto  us,  that  they  are  very  much  abufed  there,  as  well  by  daily  increafe  of 
"  cxaftions,  as  by  the  uncertainties  of  the  duties  required, — with  taking  light  occafions  to  ftay 
*•  them, — fearching  their  Ihips,  and  confifcating  their  goods. 

"  IV.  You  may  further  declare,  tliat  as  cuftoms  are  grounded  upon  acknowledgment  of 
"  regality, — for  proteftion, — permiflion  for  coming  in  and  out, — for  maintaining  deep  bays 
•*  and  lights, — for  repairing  of  ports,  banks,  &c.  fo  ufe  they  to  be  urged  with  forae  propor- 
"  tion  to  the  ground  thereof,  ever  leaving  means  to  the  merchant-adventurer  for  recompence 
«*  of  his  venture  and  travail ;  and  that  tolls,  otherwife  taken,  are  rather  efteemed  wilful  ex- 
"  aftions  tlian  due  and  juft  cuftoms — And  feeing,  both  by  former  treaties,  and  for  fafety  in 
*'  that  paffage,"  the  Sound,  *'  tolls  muft  be  paid,  wherein,  doubtlefs,  you  fhall  find  them 
"  very  ftrift,"  the  beft  part  of  that  King's  revenue  arifing  from  fuch  perquifites,  •'  we  leave 
"  you  to  confer  with  the  hierchants,  what  may  be  wrought  for  their  reafonable  fatisfaftion. 

**  Firft,  concerning  the  hundredth  penny,  it  is  againft  all  reafon,  that  it  Ihould  be  otherwife 
"  rated  than  according  to  the  valuation  which  appeareth  by  certificates  from  the  magiftrates 
•*  whence  the  goods  came,  and  not  in  that  place  where  he  (hould  be  both  judge  and  jury. 
'^    •*  Secondly,  It  is  a  moft  unjuft  thing,  that  the  merchant  (hould  be  put  to  the  proportion  of 
*•'  entry  of  every  particular  in  every  pack,  otherwife  than  by  certificate  as  aforefaid. 

"  Thirdly,  That  in  cafe  of  concealments,  the  mixed  goods  be  not  confifcated,  but  only 
"  what  is  concealed,  or  fome  double  or  treble  value  thereof;  for  it  is  a  great  violence,  that 
"  merchants  goods  fhall  be  forfeited  for  mariners  faults ;  and  it  is  contrary  to  two  articles  of 
**  the  treaty  of  1490.  , 

'  **  Fourthly,  There  muft  alfo  be  a  moderation  of  meafurc  of  the  lafts  and  the  laft-geldt. 

^^  Fifthly,  For  paffage  of  the  company  of  Mufcovy,  there  was  a  particular  contraft  made, 

**  in  the  year  1583,  at  the  humble  fuit  of  the  merchants;  whereunto,  for  the  time,  we  gave 

•*  our  confent,  with  fome  modification."    This  was  to  pay  a  toll  for  our  Ruff.a  company's 
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1602  fliips  pafling  by  the  North  Cape  to  Archangel,  that  company  being,  \>y  conccffion,  obliged  to 
pay  the  King  of  Denmark  one  hundred  rofe-nobles  yearly,  for  palling  the  fea  between  Nor- 
way and  Iceland  in  their  voyages  to  Archangel ;  the  pretence  for  which  was,  that  tlie  Dauifh 
court  had  loft  one  hundred  times  more  than  that  fum  in  the  toll  of  the  Sound,  by  the  new  na- 
vigation to  Archangel,  inflead  of  the  old  one  to  Narva,  as  is  fet  forth  in  the  letter  from  the 
Queen's  plenipotentiaries  to  her  privy  council  this  fame  year  from  Kremen,  which  it  is  uu- 
neceflary  to  exhibit  in  this  place.     Ihtci,  p.  478. 

"  But  it  is  very  unreafonable  fervility,  to  look  for  fuch  a  power  over  another  monarch,  in 
**  a  fea  of  fuch  dimenfions  as  is  between  his  countries  and  Iceland,  when  it  is  well  known, 
*'  that  none  of  our  fhips  do  ever  come  within  light  of  land.  We,"  adds  the  Queen,  "  may 
*'  as  well  impofc  the  like  toll  upon  all  fliips  of  his  country  that  fliall  pafs  through  any  of  our 
"  channels,  or  about  our  kingdoms.  Concerning  the  fifliing  at  Wardhuys,"  at  the  North 
Cape,  where,  the  very  fummer  preceding,  the  Danes  had  feized  and  confifcated  the  fliips  of 
Hull,  for  fifliing  thereabout  without  a  licence  from  them,  "  and  in  the  feas  of  Iceland, — the 
**  law  of  nations  does  allow  of  fifliing  in  the  fea  every  where,  as  alfo  for  ufing  the  coafts  and 
*'  ports  of  potentates  in  amity  for  traflic,  ai>d  for  avoiding  of  danger  from  tcmpefts."  How 
different  is  this  language  from  that  of  her  next  two  fuccelTors,  and  of  Selden's  Mare  claufum, 
&c.  It  is  probable  that  G  rod  us,  when  he  wrote  his  Mare  libcrum,  had  not  feen  tlicfe  in- 
ftrudlons  and  arguments,  otherwife  he  would  have  availed  himfelf  thereof  in  that  work. 
*•  Wherefore,  no  licence  ought  to  be  infiftcd  on,  as  in  old  treaties,  for  fifliing,  &c.  on  that 
'*  coaft;  for  it  cannot  be  admitted,  that  the  property  of  the  fea,  at  what  diftance  foever,  is 
"  confequent  to  the  banks,  as  it  happeneth  in  fmall  rivers,  where  the  banks  arc  proper  to " 
*'  divers  men  ;  for  tlitn  it  would  follow,  tliat  no  fea  were  comnion,  the  banks  on  every  fid« 
*'  being  the  property  of  one  or  other." 

To  all  which  the  Danifli  King  replied  in  this  fame  year,  in  a  letter  to  the  Queen,  by  quoting 
the  authorities  of  old  treaties  between  England  and  Denmark,  which  Queen  Elizabeth  would 
not  allow  to  be  of  any  force  in  her  days.  That  King,  moreover,  in  his  turn,  complains  to 
her  of  the  depredations  committed  by  certain  Englifli  Ihips  on  thofe  of  Denmark.  IhiJ. 
p.  441  to  446. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Queen's  inftruftions  are  fo  extremely  well  penned,  and  the  reafon- 
ings  fo  juft,  for  the  non-obfervance  of  the  obfolete  reftriftive  treaties  of  old  times,  that,  it  is 
humbly  apprehended,  they  may  even  be  found  ufcful  to  minifters  and  ambafladors  of  the  pre- 
fent  and  future  times  in  fimilar  cafes,  commercial  and  nautical. 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  436,  of  the  Foedera,  Queen  Elizabeth  iffued  a  proclamation,  "pro- 
•*  hibiting  her  fubjefts  from  pirating  on  the  fhips  and  merchandize  of  nations  in  alliance  with 
**  her,  under  pretence  of  their  belonging  to  Spain  and  Portugal,"  which  proves  the  complaint 
of  the  King  of  Denmark  not  to  have  been  without  ground,  *'  and  for  regulating  thefale  of 
•-^  prizes,  &c.** 

Chavin,  from  France,  now  fails  up  the  great  river  of  St.  Lawrence  to  Canada  s  but  he  made 
no  fettlement  there  till  the  following  year. 

The  plurality  of  Eaft  India  partnerfliips  or  focieties,  at  this  time  formed  in  Holland,  creat- 
ing much  diforder  and  difagreement  in  that  commerce,  the  States  General  fummoned  before 
them  all  the  direftors  of  thofe  companies,  and  obliged  them  to  unite,  for  the  future,'  into  one 
fole  company ;  to  which  united  company  the  States  granted  by  patent,  or  placard,  the  folc 
commerce  to  the  Eaft  Indies  for  twenty- one  years,  from  the  twentieth  day  of  March,  1602  ; 
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1602  and  their  now  joint  capitalftock  confifted  of  fix  million  fix  hundred  thoufand  guilders,  or 

about  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which  fum  the  Englifli  tranflation  of  the  French 
trcatifc,  touching  the  Eaft  India  trade,  in  the  year  1664,  makes  equal  to  feven  million  nine 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  French  livrcs,  though  in  our  days  it  would  amount  to  a  great 
deal  more;  whereupon,  tl>ey  fent  out,  in  this  fame  year,  a  fleet  of  fourteen  (hips  for  India, 
to  very  great  advantage.  This  joint  capital  (lock  was  proportioned  in  the  following  manner, 
viz. 

Amfterdam  to  have  one  half  of  the  faid  capita],  and  twenty  direftors. 

Middleburg,  one  fourth  of  it,  and  twelve  direftors. 

Delft,  Rotterdam,  Enchuyfen,  and  Hoorn,  each  one  fixtecnth  part,  and  feven  dire£lors  ; 
making,  in  all,  fixty  directors  from  all  thofe  places.  Or  more  minutely,  by  other  ac- 
counts, 

Subfcribcd  by  Amfterdam 
Middleburg 
Delft 
Rotterdam 
Hoorn 
Enchuyfen 


Each  of  which  places  elefted  a  number  of  direftors,  fent  out  a  number  of  fhips,  and  receiv- 
ed returns,  all  proportioned  to  the  fums  thus  fubfcribed  ;  and  at  each  of  thofc  places  there  is 
an  Eaft  India  Office,  called  their  Chamber. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume  of  Rymer's  Foedera,  p.  448,  we  have  a  proclamation  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth's, in  this  fame  year  1602,  arifing  from  the  unaccountable  humour  of  that  age,  in  fore- 
feeing  dangers  that  have  never  yet  happened,  nor  arc  ever  like  to  happen,  from  an  increafe  of 
the  fuburbs  of  the  city  of  London,  though  at  prefent  much  more  confidcrable  than  in  her 
days :  and  all  tliat  can  be  faid  for  her  zeal  herein,  is,  that  the  greateft  judgments  are  fometimes 
bialled  by  popular  miftakes  and  clamour.  The  common  objeftion,— that  the  head,  (i.e.  Lon- 
don) was  become  too  large  for  the  body,  (/.  c.  England) — firft  began  to  be  made  about  this 
time,  and  has  been  frequently  ftarted  fincc  on  various  occafions,  we  apprehend  without  folid 
grounds,  the  increafe  of  buildings  in  London  being  purely  the  confcquence  of  an  incieafe  of 
our  general  commerce. — Vide  2i\(o  what  we  have  remarked  on  Queen  Elizabeth's  proclama- 
tion, 1580. 

In  this  proclamation,  her  Majefty  declares,  **  That  forefeeing  the  great  and  manifold  in- 
**  convcniencies  and  mifchiefs  which  daily  grow,  and  are  likely  more  and  more  to  increafe 
"  unto  the  ftate  of  the  city  of  London,  and  the  fuburbs  and  confines  thereof,  by  accefs  and 
"  confluence  of  people  to  inhabit  the  fame,  not  only  by  reafon  that  fuch  multitudes  could 
'*  hardly  be  governed  by  ordinary  juftice,  to  fcrve  God  and  obey  her  Majefty,  without  con- 
"  ftituting  an  addition  of  more  officers,  and  enlarging  of  authorities  and  jurifdiftions  for  that 
"  purpofc;  but  alfo,  could  hardly  be  provided  of  fuftentation  of  viftual,  food,  and  other  like 
"  neceflaries  for  man's  relief,  upon  reafonable  prices  :  and  finally,  for  that  fuch  great  muiti-> 
"  tudes  of  people  inhabiting  in  fmall  room?,  whereof  many  be  very  poor,  and  fuch  as  muft 
Vol.  IL  Dd  **  live 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2IO         AN      HISTORICAL      AND      CHRONOLOGICAL      DEDUCTION 

A.  D. 

1602  **  live  by  begging  or  vvorfe  means  ;  and  being  heaped  uptogether^  and  in  a  fort  fmothered, 
**  with  many  families  of  children  and  fervants  in  one  houfe  or  fmall  tenement,  it  muft  needs 
**  follow,  if  any  plague,  or  other  univerfal  ficknefs  come  amonft  them,  it  would  prefently 
•*  fpread  through  the  whole  city  and  confines,  and  alfo  into  all  parts  of  the  realm/* 

For  remedy  whereof,  "  She  commands  all  manner  of  perfons  to  defift  and  forbear  from  any 
*'  new  buildings  of  any  houfe  or  tenement  within  three  miles  of  any  of  the  gates  of  London, 
"  — and  only  one  family  to  inhabit  one  houfe. — And  having,  in  the  twenty-fecond  year  of 
**  her  reign,  publilhed  certain  ufeful  orders  and  decrees  for  enforcing  her  then  proclamation," 
further  corroborated  by  aft  of  Parliament  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  her  reign,  (fee  the  years 
1580  and  1593)  **  yet  the  mifchief  daily  increafing,  through  the  negligence  of  magiftrates, 
•*  &c. — fhc  now  further  commands  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  &c.  faithfully  to  execute  the 

**  following  articles,  viz." Articles  L  and  IL  are  the  fame  with  thofe  in  the  flatute  of  the 

thirty-fifth  of  this  Queen,  already  exhibited  under  the  year  1593. 

**  in.  Such  tenements  as  have  been  divided  within  thefe  ten  years  in  the  forefaid  limits,  the 
"  inmates  to  be  avoided  prefently,  if  they  have  no  eftate  for  life,  lives,  or  years  yet  enduring; 
*•  and  for  fuch  as  have  fuch  ettate  or  term,  then  as  the  fame  ftiall  end,  the  tenement  to  be  re* 
"  duced  to  the  former  ftate. 

"  IV.  All  Iheds  and  (hops  to  be  pulled  down  that  have  been  erefted  within  thefe  feven 
**  years  paft. 

**  V.  Empty  houfes,  ereftcd  within  feven  years  paft,  (hall  not  be  let  to  any,  unlefs  the  owner 
**  ftiall  be  content  that  they  be  difpofed  of  for  fome  of  the  poor  of  the  parifli  that  are  deftitute 
**  of  houfes,  at  fuch  rents  as  they  fliall  allow. 

**  VI.  Buildings  on  new  foundations,  which  are  not  yet  finiflied,  ftiall  be  pulled  down.'* 
With  many  other  regulations,  not  material  enough  for  us  to  tranfcribe. 

The  remarks  fubjoined  to  the  two  former  reftraints,  in  the  years  1580  and  1593,  we  appre- 
hend to  be  fufficient  for  this  alfo,  to  which  therefore  we  refer  the  reader. 

In  this  fixteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  458,  kc.  we  find,  by  letters  from  the  Empe* 
ror  Rodolph  the  Second,  "  That  the  Hans-towns  were  now  willing  to  enter  into  an  amica- 
**  ble  treaty  with  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  which,**  he  fays,  **  he  underftands  the  Queen  not 
"  to  be  avcrfe.  And  the  Emperor  appoints  the  treaty  to  be  held  at  Bremen,  notwith- 
♦*  ftanding  his  own  imperial  mandate,  in  the  year  1597,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Gcr- 
**  man  Diet,  againft  the  monopolizing  Company  of  the  Englifti  Merchant- Adventurers,  who, 
"  in  that  year,  refided  at  Staden,  commanding  them  to  depart  the  empire  in  three  months 
"  time." 

But  the  Queen  and  nation  were  now  become  too  wife  to  let  thofe  Hanfeatics  return  again  to 
their  old  methods  of  commerce  in  England,  which  now  interfered  fo  much  with  the  commerce 
of  her  own  people. 

Ibid  p.  494,  after  fome  ftiarp  letters  which  pafled  between  Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  Chrif- 
tian  IV.  of  Denmark,  concerning  the  exaftions  and  depredations  mentioned  under  the  pre- 
ceding year,  they  at  length  mutually  agreed  to  fend  their  plenipotentiaries  to  Bremen,  where 
the  Queen  had  two  treaties  to  manage  at  the  fame  time,  neither  of  which  came  to  any  thing. 
She  gave,  befides,  an  order  to  her  plenipotentiaries,  for  mediating,  in  her  name,  between 
the  Count  of  Eaft  Friefland  and  the  town  of  Embden,  then  at  deadly  variance  with  their  fo- 
Tercign. 
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1602  At  that  Congrefs,  the  Danes  ftrenuoufly  infifted  on  the  Englilh  paying  the  new  tolls  in  the 
Sound,  and  on  the  laft-gclt  being  continued;  that  our  Ruflia  Company  fhould  continue  to 
pay  the  one  hundred  rofe  nobles  yearly,  for  paffing  the  North  Seas  to  Archangel  ;  and  alfo, 
that  the  Englilh  fliould  not  filh  at  Ferro  ifle,  Iceland,  nor  Wardhuys,  without  a  licence  from 
Denmark.     The  Congrefs,  therefore,  as  might  naturally  be  expeiled,  broke  off. 

All  which  pretcnfions,  excepting  the  toll  in  the  Sound,  are  longfincc  wifely  dropped  by  the 
Danifh  court,  as  points  equally  unreafonable  and  imprafticable,  to  be  infilled  on,  in  later  and 
more  enlightened  times. 

After  fixteen  years  fufpenfion  of  any  attempts  from  England  of  colonizing  in,  or  even  of 
failing  to  America,  occafioncd  by  the  former  unfuccefsful  and  fatal  endeavours  of  Raleigh,  &c. 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  laft  century,  Captain  Gofnol,  who  was  an  expert  failor,  and  had  been 
employed  in  thofe  former  defigns,  did,  in  this  year,  make  a  voyage  towards  the  coafts  of  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  traded  with  the  Indians  for  peltry,  faflafras,  cedar-wood,  &c.  in  latitude  for- 
ty-two, on  the  coaft  of  what  is  now  called  New  England ;  but  hitherto  all  the  coaft  of  North 
America,  from  Florida  northwards,  as  far  as  men  knew,  was,  by  the  Engliih,  called  Virgi- 
nia, fo  named  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh.  On  Martha's  vineyard,  an  ifland  fo  named  by  him, 
he  fowed  Englifti  corn,  which  he  faw  come  up  kindly,  and  returned  home,  making  a  profper- 
ous  voyage. 

For  his  credit  it  ought  to  be  related,  that  he  was  the  firft  Englifhman  who  found  out  the 
more  northerly  and  (horter  courfe  to  the  coaft  of  North  America,  without  failing,  as  hitlicrto, 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  and  through  the  Gulph  of  Florida;  which,  befide  the  great  compafs 
about,  was  alfo  more  dangerous,  more  efpecially  in  paffing  that  Gulph.  And  in  the  year  fol  - 
lowing,  two  Briftol  (hips  traded  there,  as  did  alfo  Captain  Gilbert  from  London,  with  the 
Indians,  and  alfo  with  thofe  of  St.  Lucia,  Dominica,  Nevis,  and  St.  Chriftopher  ifles,  which 
were  not  yet  fettled. 

In  this  laft  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  one  more  expedition  was  fet  on  foot  againft 
the  coafts  of  Spain,  where,  with  eight  of  the  Queen's  fhips,  and  fome  hired  ones,  commanded 
by  Sir  Richard  Levifon  and  Sir  William  Monfon,  the  Spanilh  flota  was  unfuccefsfully  attack- 
ed :  yet  they  had  better  fuccefs  in  attacking  a  number  of  fhips  in  the  haven  of  Cezimbra,  two 
of  which  they  deftroyed,  and  from  thence  carried  home  a  rich  carrack,  worth  a  million  of  du- 
cats.    Soon  after,  feven  of  the  eight  fhips  which  had  efcaped  from  Cezimbra  were  deftroyed 
near  Dover  by  Sir  Robert  Manfel. 
1603      After  innumerable  diftraftions,  many  rebellions  and  infurreftions,  and  much  confufioii,  the 
entire  pacification  of  Ireland  was  this  year  efFefted,  by  the  abfolute  fubmiffion  of  the  grand  re- 
bel Tyrone  to  Queen  Elizabeth's  mercy,  juft  at  the  expiring  of  that  princefs  ;  he  not  know- 
ing, (fays  Sir  James  Ware's  Hiftory  of  Ireland)  that  the  Queen  died  fix  days  before  his  furrcn- 
der.     During  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,   (fays   Sir  John  Davics)  fhe  fent  over  more  men, 
and  fpent  more  trcafure,  to  faveand  reduce  Ireland  than  all  her  progenitors  fince  the  conqueft. 
At  this  great  Queen's  death,  (fays  Sir  William  Monfon,  in  his  Naval  Tra£ts,  p.  294,  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  increafe  of  trade  and  navigation)    there  were  not  above  four  merchants  fhips  in 
England  of  four  hundred  tons  each. 
The  death  of  the  incomparable  Queen  Elizabeth  happened  on  the  24th  of  March,    1603, 
fN.  S.)     It  is  needlefs,  and  alfo  foreign  to  our  purpofe,  to  obferve  how  much  and  how  uni- 
vcrfally  fhe  was  regretted  by  her  fubjetEls  as  well  a5  by  foreigners.     **  She  was,"  fays  Thuanus, 
Jib.  J29)    **  the  moft  glorious,  and  happieft  woman  that  ever  fvvayed  a  fceptre."     What  more 
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1603  immediately  concerns  us  in  this  work  has  been  already  fufficiently  exhibited  in  juft  Commen- 
dation of  her,  upon  lier  acceflion  to  the  crown.  We  ftiall  only  add,  tliat  in  fuccceding  reigns, 
England's  foreign  commerce,  navigation,  and  royal  navy,  as  well  as  our  home  manufaftures, 
were  confidcrably  increafed,  as  was  alfo  the  cafe  of  the  reft  of  Europe,  yet  to  her  we  un- 
doubtedly are  indebted  for  fo  wifely  laying  the  great  and  folid  foundation,  upon  which  the  fuc- 
ceeding  fuperftrufture  was  raifed. 

The  acccffion  of  Scotfand  to  the  crown  of  England  has  undoubtedly  proved  a  great  benefit  to 
the  latter,  not  only  as  by  fuch  an  event  a  moft  dangerous  back-door  was  for  ever  fhut  againft 
France,  or  any  other  foreign  enemy  ;  but  likewife,  as  it  has  largely  fupplied  England  with 
ftout  and  able  men,  both  for  the  land  and  fea  fervice,  befides  other  benefits  which  it  is  unne- 
ceflary  to  enumerate.  But  with  regard  to  Scotland,  King  James's  acceflion  was  undoubtedly 
detrimental  to  that  people  in  many  refpefts.  It  carried  away  the  court,  their  principal  nobility 
and  gentry,  as  well  as  foreign  minifters,  and  many  other  ftrangers ;  fo  that  the  trading  people 
were  deprived  of  much  money  that  ufed  to  be  fpent  in  that  country. — It  confiderably  decreafed 
the  demand  for  both  foreign  and  home  commodities. — It  alfo  diminilhed  the  number  of  their 
people,  and  thereby  created  difcontent ;  all  which,  however,  were  afterwards  well  made  up  to 
Scotland,  by  a  communication  of  the  Englifh  trade  and  colonies,  which  was  tlie  refult  of  the 
more  happy  confolidating  Union,  in  the  year  1707. 

King  James  I.  having,  at  his  acceflion  to  the  crown  of  England,  called  in  all  his  own  fliips 
of  war,  as  well  as  our  then  numerous  privateers,  which  the  Englifli  merchants,  during 
Queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  had  fo  fuccefsfully  employed  againfl  Spain,  and  by  which  they  had 
done  infinite  damage  to  the  commerce  of  that  nation,  he  at  once,  by  that  means,  put  an  end 
to  the  gallant  warlike  exploits  of  our  people  ;  declaring  himfelf  to  be  at  peace  with  all  the 
world.  That  pacific  difpofition  in  this  King,  fo  often,  and,  perhaps,  too  truly  termed  pufil- 
lanimous,  afl>>rded,  however  a  breathing  time,  and  an  undifturbed  opportunity  to  our  mer- 
cantile and  colonizing  adventurers,  to  plant  and  gradually  to  improve  the  colonies  of  Virginia, 
New  England,  Bermudas,  and  Newfoundland;  (ifthelaft,  even  at  this  day,  may  properly 
and  defervedly  be  termed  a  colony)  as  alfo  to  make  a  confiderable  progrefs  in  tlie  trade  to  the 
Eaft  Indies.  The  royal  navy  was  increafed,  in  his  reign, -to  almoft  double  the  number  of 
Queen  Elizabeth's  own  fhips  of  war,  viz.  from  thirteen  to  twenty-four  men  of  war.  The 
largeft  of  Queen  Elizabeth's  fhips  at  her  death,  confifted  of  one  thoufand  tons,  carrying  but 
three  hundred  and  forty  mariners  [and  forty  cannon,  and  the  fmalleft  of  fix  hundred  tons, 
carrying  one  hundred  and  fifty  mariners  and  thirty  cannon,  befides  lefler  veflels,  occafionally 
hired  of  private  owners. 

Thefirft  record  in  the  Foedera,  vol.  xvi.  p.  507,  &c.  of  this  King's  reign,  for  our  purpofe, 
is  his  grant  of  the  office  of  Keeper  of  the  Weft  Marches  towards  Scotland,  to  George  Earl  of 
Cumberland,  with  a  yearly  falary  of  fix  hundred  marks  for  himfelf,  and  ten  pounds  for  each 
of  his  two  deputies  ;  moreover,  five  hundred  marks  per  annum  as  Warden  of  the  Middle 
Marches,  and  one  hundred  marks  yearly  as  Governor  of  Carlifle,  with  ten  marks  yearly  for 
the  pay  of  each  of  the  twenty  foldiers  who  were  the  garrifon  of  that  city. 

We  have  an  account  of  more  falaries,  viz.  (ibid.  p.  5x3)  forty  pounds  yearly  to  Gilbert 
Primrofe,  his  principal  furgeon,  and  forty  marks  as  ferjeant-furgeon,  with  all  other  emolu- 
ments of  both  ftations,  "  as  well  of  wax  candles  of  our  houfliold,  as  of  wine,  ale,  &c."  (Tarn 
de  la  Bougie  in  Court  Hofpitii  nojlri^  qitam  Fini,  Cerevifa^  &c,)  Alfo,  p.  514,  to  Dr.  John 
Craigie,  his  principal  phyfician,  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  with  the  fame  emoluments, 
t  Alfo, 
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1603      Alfo,  p.  522,  ill  the  fame  year,  forty  pounds  yearly  to  his  apothecary  in  ordinary,  John 

Clavce,  with  fimilar  emoluments. 

Alfo,  p.  532,  the  faid  Gilbert  Primrofe  had  another  falary  of  fifty  marks,  as  furgcon  to  the 
Prince  of  Wales  :  and  Ciavee  had  fifty  pounds  falary  as  apothecary  to  the  Queen,  the  Prince, 
and  other  children  of  the  King. 

Laftly,  (Ibid,  p.  537)  Dr.  Martin  Schover  had  one  hundred  pounds  falary,  as  phyfician  to 
the  Queen. 

In  this  fame  year  1603,  King  James  iflTued  a  proclamation  for  annulling  feveral  monopolies ; 
and  at  the  opening  of  his  firft  Parliament  fpoke  Iharply  againft  them,  although  afterwards  he 
gave  great  enicouragemcnt  to  therr\. 

In  this  fame  year  1603,  and  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  541,  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  an  order 
of  King  James  I.  for  all  the  allowances  to  his  Lord  High  Chancellor,  Egerton,  now  created 
Baron  Ellefmore,  viz. 

I'     S'     d. 

1.  For  wages,  diet,  robes,  and  liveries  for  himfelf  and  the  Matters  of  our 
Chancery,   (as  former  Chancellors  have  had)  per  annum,  the  fum  of  542  15     o 

2.  For  his  attendance  in  our  Star  Chamber,  fifty  pounds  per  annum  for  each 
term  --«-.. 

3.  More,  per  annum,  -  -  •  ^      * 

4.  For  twelve  tons  of  wine  yearly,  at  fi?e  pounds  per  ton, 

5.  For  wax,  by  virtue  of  his  office  • 


200 

0 

0 

300 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

,    III8 

IS 

0 

Total, 

According  to  Thuanus,  lib.  129,  King  Henry  IV.  of  France,  in  this  year  of  peace  and 
tranquillity  to  that  kingdom,  firft  fet  about  augmenting  that  nation's  flock  of  wealth,  by  fur- 
ther encouraging  all  forts  of  manufaftures  in  general,  but  in  a  moft  particular  manner  the  filk 
manufafture.  After  that  judicious  author  has  given  the  hiftory  of  filk  being  firft  brought  to 
Coaftantinople  by  Juftinian,  in  thefixth  century,  and  thence  to  Sicily  feveral  centuries  later, 
from  whence  it  foon  fpread  all  over  Italy,  and  from  thence  next  into  Spain  ;  it  length  it  got 
into  France,  where,  in  the  reign  of  King  Francis  I.  it  profpered  in  Touraine,  and  yet  more 
in  Provence,  and  at  Lyons  and  Avignon,  but  could  not  fucceed  further  northward,  as  wc  have 
already  obferved  under  the  year  1589  and  1599. 

**  That  King,"  fays  Thuanus,  **  faw  that  it  was  in  vain  to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  gold 
"  and  filver,  unlefs  thofe  things  were  made  and  improved  at  home,  the  want  of  which  had  hi- 
**  therto  principally  occafioned  the  faid  exportation. — That  the  wear  of  filk  cloathing  was,  in 
**  his  time,  become  fo  common,  more  efpecially  among  the  fair  fex,  that  they  defpifed  the  ufc 
**  of  woollen,  fo  univerfally  and  frugally  worn  by  their  anceftors,  and  that  hereby  much  mo- 
**  ney  was  fent  out  of  the  kingdom  for  the  purchafe  of  wrought  filk.  Wherefore,  the  King 
"  not  only  fet  about  .the  propagating  of  the  worms  for  the  fpinning  of  raw  filk,  but,  which  was 
*•  of  greater  benefit  to  the  public,  the  manufafturing  of  the  fame.  The  filkworms  he  got 
*•  yearly  from  Spain,  concerning  the  management  of  which  he  caufed  books  to  be  written  in 
**  French,  for  the  general  inftruflion  of  his  people. 

"  That  King  alio  procured  workmen  from  Flanders  for  a  tapeftry  manufacture,  in  which 
**  country  it  had  long  and  greatly  flourilhed.     The  manufafture  of  fine  earthen  ware  he  intro- 
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1603  *'  duccd  alfo  into  France  from  the  Netherlands.  He  revived  the  glafs-houfcs  which  had  been 
**  firft  fct  up  in  King  Henry  the  Second's  time,  in  imitation  of  thofc  at  Venice. — He  alfo  efta- 
'*  blilhcd  a  linen  manufafture. — That  King's  magnificent  improvements  in  his  buildings, 
**  gardens,  &c.  were  fuitable  to  his  great  genius.  He  alfo  made  rivers  navigable,  and  his  at- 
*'  tempt  to  unite  the  Loire  and  the  Seine,  at  a  vaft  cxpence,  was  very  praife- worthy,  though 
*'  it  was  not  crowned  with  fuccefs." 

It  was  not  till  this  year  1603,  that  the  French  began  to  fettle  any  where  within  the  bay  of 
St.  Lawrence,  in  the  country  called  Canada  or  New  France,  on  the  north  fide  of  that  great  ri- 
ver, near  the  place  named  Trois  Rivieres,  but  they  did  not  get  fo  high  as  Quebec  till  the  year 
1608.  They  proceeded  to  fettle  on  the  north  fide  only  of  that  river,  between  Quebec  and 
Montreal,  till  1629,  when  Sir  David  Kirk  reduced  the  whole  to  the  obedience  of  Charles  I. 
of  England. 

In  this  year  1603,  the  Weekly  Bill  of  Mortality  at  London  began  to  be  regularly  kept  as  ia 
our  days ;  yet  many  of  thofe  bills,  in  earlier  times,  have  been  loft. — And  even  the  bills  in 
their  moft  modern  condition,  afford  us  but  an  imperfcA  conjefttixe  of  the  magnitude  of  Lon- 
don, as  comprehending  only  or  moftly  the  chriftenings  and  burials  of  thofe  of  the  eftablilhed 
church,  although  the  diflenters  of  all  denominations  be  a  numerous  body  of  people.  Thofc 
alfo  which  are  buried  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  in  the  Abbey-church  at  Wcftminfter,  in  the 
Temple  Cluirch,  the  Rolls  Chapel,  Lincoln's  Inn  Chapel,  the  Charter-houfe,  the  Tower  of 
London,  and  fome  other  parts,  are  faid  to  be  entirely  omitted.  Before  the  laft  plague  of  1665, 
the  yearly  bills  were  much  more  frequently  filled  with  that  difeafe,  than,  to  our  comfort,  they 
iiave  been  fince  ;  owing,  probably,  to  the  open  and  more  airy  rebuilding  oJF  London  after  the 
great  conflagration  in  1666,  and  the  greater  plenty  of  fweet  water.  Poflibly  our  ftatefmen 
may  chufe  to  have  the  magnitude  of  London  remain  undetermined,  otherwife,  how  eafily 
could  this  defeft  be  remedied,  by  only  a  very  few  lines,  by  way  of  claufe,  in  any  aft  of  Par- 
liament. 

*'  Weftminfter  and  Lorkdon,"  fays  James  Howell,  in  his  Londinopolis,  publiflied  in  the 
year  1657,  "  were  once  above  a  mile  afunder  ;  but  by  infenfible  coalition  and  recruit  of  peo- 
^*  pie,  they  came  at  laft  to  be  united.  The  Union  with  Scotland,  in  the  year  1603,  did  not 
**  a  little  conduce  to  make  this  union  of  London  and  Weftminfter ;  for  the  Scots  greatly 
"  mjultiplying  here,  neftled  themfelves  about  the  court;  fo  that  the  Strand,  from  the  mud 
"  walls  .and  thatched  houfes,  acquired  that  perfeftion  of  buildings  it  now  poilefTes." 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  firft  year  of  King  James  I.  1603,  ^^P-  xviii.  againft  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  corrupt  hops,  or  of  brewing  with  fuch,  it  appears,  that  there  were  then 
hops  produced  in  abundance  in  England.  It  appears,  however,  by  this  aft,  that  they  were  not 
as  yet  in  fuch  great  plenty  as  in  our  days,  feeing  it  makes  heavy  complaints  of  the  fophiftica- 
tion  of  foreign  hops,  in  the  facks  of  which  were  found  great  quantities  of  ftalks,  powder, 
fand,  ftraw,  &c.  for  increafing  their  weight ;  *'  by  means  whereof,"  fays  this  aft,  *•  the  fub- 
**  jefts  of  this  realm  have  been  of  late  years  abufed,  &c.  to  the  value  of  twenty  thpufani 
"  pounds  yearly,  befide  the  danger  of  their  healths." 

In  this  fame  firft  year  of  King  James  I.  the  Houfe  of  Commons  (ftatute  xxxiii.)  granted 
him  for  life  a  fubfidy  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  for  the  guard  of  the  feas,  in  fo  abjeft  a  ftilc, 
(the  words^  *  your  Majefty's  poor  Commons,'  being  frequently  repeated)  and  fo  unworthy  of 
the  fpirit  of  free-born  Englifhmen,  that  it  is  the  lefs  to  be  wondered  at,  that  his  fon  and  fuc- 
celTor  made  fo  free  with  this  fubfidy,  without  confulting  his  people. 
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1603      The  tonnage  duty  was  three  (hillings  for  every  ton  of  wine,  and  one  (hilling  for  an  aume  of 
Rhenifli  wine. 

The  poundage  was  one  (hilling  on  every  twenty  (hillings  value  of  goods  exported  and  im* 
ported,  woollen  cloths  exported  excepted  ;  as  alfo  fifh  exported,  taken  by  Englifh  fubjefts. 

By  this  fame  aft,  they  granted  him  one  pound  thirteen  (hillings  and  four  pence  on  every 
fack  of  wool  exported ;  and  the  fame  for  every  two  hundred  and  forty  woolfels,  to  be  paid  by 
aliens  only,  who  (hall  alfo  pay  two  (liillings  for  every  twenty  (hillings  value  of  pewter  exported 
bv  them.  Yet,  the  following  year,  King  James,  by  proclamation,  prohibited  the  exportation  of 
wool,  which,  indeed,  it  was  now  high  time  to  do,  our  own  manufafturc  of  it  being  become 
fo  confiderable,  and  fo  much  being  fent  into  foreign  parts,  as  to  employ,  or  workup  the  great- 
eft  part,  if  not  all,  of  our  own  wool  at  home. 

About  this  time,  the  Engli(h  Eaft  India  Company  (irft  fettled  their  faftory  at  Surat,  in  the 
province  of  Cambaya,  or  Guzuratc,  and  were  foon  followed  thither  by  the  Dutch :  and 
here,  at  firft,  the  Portuguefe,  (as  in  all.  other  parts  of  India,)  pretending  to  the  fole  and 
exclufive  commerce  to  India,  were  very  troublefome  to  both  Engli(h  and  Dutch,  by  feiz- 
ing  their  (hips  and  merchandize,  and  murdering  their  people.  Yet,  in  the  end,  both 
thofe  nations,  but  more  cfpecially  the  Dutch,  took  a  complete  revenge  on  the  Portuguefc 
in   India. 

We  may,  on  this  occafion,  briefly  remark,  the  very  great  benefits  which  both  the  cities  and 
potentates  of  India  have  reaped  from  the  coming  of  Europeans  thither;  and  more  efpecially 
the  dominions  of  the  Mogul,  by  the  great  increafc  of  his  cuftoms,  and  of  his  towns  and  fea- 
ports.  Even  this  famous  town  of  Surat,  though  now  the  iirft  port  of  the  continent  of  India 
for  maritime  commerce,  was  little  better  than  a  village  till  that  time,  though  fince  containing 
above  two  hundred  thoufand  fouls. — The  Europeans,  moreover,  have  inftruftcd  the  Eaft  In- 
dians in  many  forts  of  manufaftures,  &c.  and  more  particularly  in  the  building  of  better  and 
fafcr  (hips. 

The  Portuguefe  in  India  had  been  in  po(reflion  of  the  coafts  of  the  famous  ifle  of  Ceylon, 
as  we  have  related,  ever  (ince  the  year  1505,  when  they  erefted  their  firft  fort  at  Columbo, 
where  the  beft  cinnamon  on  earth  grows.  Zoares,  the  Portuguefe  General,  obliged  the  Em- 
peror, or  King  of  Ceylon,  to  agree  to  an  annual  tribute,  to  be  paid  to  Emanuel,  King  of  Por- 
tugal, of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand  pounds  weight  of  cinnamon,  twelve  rings  fet 
with  moft  precious  ftones,  and  fix  elephants,  (according  to  Balda?us's  account,  who  was  a 
Dutch  preacher  at  Ceylon,  from  his  original  copy,  printed  at  Amfterdam,  in  1672,  and  pub- 
]i(hed  in  the  third  volume  of  Churchill's  Colleftion  of  Voyages,  p.  573)  as,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  Portuguefe  were  thereby  bound  to  a(rift  that  Emperor  (as  they  called  him  fometimes, 
though  at  other  times  they  called  him  only  King  of  Candy,  from  the  place  of  his  ufual  refi- 
dence)  againft  all  his  enemies.  But  the  Moors  fettled  in  Ceylon,  being  jealous  of  the  Portu- 
guefe, began  to  influence  that  Emperor  againft  them,  fo  that  peace  and  friend(hip  were  inter- 
rupted ;  neverthelefs,  the  Portuguefe,  in  fpite  of  all  oppofition,  continued  at  length  to  fortify 
themfelves  quite  round  that  cxtenfive  ifland.  The  Hollanders,  however,  doomed  to  be  tlie 
perpetual  fcourgeof  the  Portuguefe  in  India,  firft  landed  here  in  the  year  1603,  and  went  to 
Candy,  the  capital  of  that  ifle,  to  wait  on  the  Emperor,  for  the  purpofe  of  contraftingafriend- 
(hip  with  him,  which  greatly  excited  the  jealoufy  of  the  Portuguefe  j  though  they  were  not  fo 
foon  fupplanted  as  their  fears  fuggefted. 

Their 
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1603  Their  Eaft  India  Company  fent  out  this  year  twelve  (hips,  which,  however,  mifcarried  in 
attempting  Mozambique  and  Goa  ;  yet  they  took  feveral  Portuguefe  fliips. — They  alfo  drove 
the  Portuguefe  from  Amboyna  and  Tidore  in  the  Moluccas.  This  year  their  Company  di- 
vided fifteen  percent,  on  their  capital  of  fix  million  four  hundred  and  fifty  nine  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-one  guilders. 

At  this  time,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  laid  before  King  James  a  fmall  eflay  in  manufcript,  entitled, 
"  Obfervations  concerning  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of  England  with  the  Dutch  and  other  . 
foreign  Nations,'*  but  being  not  much  regarded  at  that  time,  he  got  it  once  more  laid  before 
that  Prince  a  little  before  his  execution,  probably  in  hopes  of  pardon.  Its  principal  objeft 
was  to  demonftrate  the  foundation  of  the  five  following  propofitions,  or  how  mSny  ways  Eng- 
land fnpinely  fufFercd  other  nations,  who  had  little  or  no  means  or  materials  of  their  own  to 
work  upon,  to  carry  away  the  trade  of  the  world. 

As,  **  I.  That  foreigners,**  (he  meant  principally  the  Hollanders)  "  by  the  privileges  they 
**  allowned  to  ftrangers,  drew  multitudes  of  merchants  to  live  amongft  them,  and  thereby  en- 
"  riched  themfelves. 

*'  II.  By  their  ftorehoufes  or  magazines  of  all  foreign  commodities,  wherewith,  upon  every 
**  occafion  of  fcarcity,  they  are  enabled  to  fupply  other  countries,  even  thofe  from  whom  they 
*'  brought  thofe  very  commodities. 

*'  III.  By  the  lownefs  of  the  cuftoms  of  thofe  foreign  nations,'* — here  he  ftill  means  the 
Dutch. 

"  IV.  By  the  ftrufture  or  roominefs  of  their  fliipping,  holding  much  merchandize,  though 
**  failing  with  fewer  hands  than  our  Ihips  could  ;  thereby  carrying  their  goods  much  cheaper 
"  to  and  from  foreign  parts  than  England  can  ;  whereby  the  Dutch  gain  all  the  foreign 
**  freight,  whilft  our  own  Ihips  lie  ftill  and  decay,  or  elfe  go  to  Newcaftlc  for  coals. 

**  Their  prodigious  fiftiery,  of  which  they  make  fuch  vaft  returns  yearly.** 

After  thefe  five  propofitions,  he  goes  on  to  remark  on  the  freedom  from  cuftam,  allowed  by 
the  Dutch  for  any  newly-ere£Ved  trade. — **  That  even  in  France  all  nations  may  freely  buy  and 
*'  fell,  there  being  free  of  cuftom  outwards  twice  or  thrice  in  the  year. — That  at  Rochelle,  and 
**  in  Britaiiy,  there  is  free  cuftom  all  the  year  round  ; — and  alfo  in  Denmark,  excepting  be- 
«*  tween  Bartholomew-tide  and  Michaelmas. — That  the  Hans-towns  imitate  the  Dutch  in  the 
*•  faid  wife  regulations,  whereby  they  alfo  abound  in  riches  and  all  manner  of  merchandize, 
**  have  plenty  of  money,  and  are  ftrong  in  fliipping  and  mariners,  fome  of  their  towns  having 
**  near  one  thoufand  fail  of  (hips. 

**  That  the  Dutch  and  other  pett}'  ftates  do  engrofs  the  tranfportation  of  tlie  merchandize  of 
**  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  Turkey,  and  the  Eaft  and  Weft  India;  all  which  they 
**  carry  to  Denmark,  Sweden,  Poland,  and  other  northern  parts,  and  bring  back  the  bulky 
*'  commodities  of  thofe  northern  regions  into  the  faid  fouthern  countries.  Yet  is  England  bet- 
**  terfituated  than  Holland  for  a  general  ftorehoufc  as  aforefaid. — No  fooner  does  a  dearth  hap- 
**  pen  of  wine,  fifh,  corn,  &c.  in  England,  than  forthwith  the  Embdeners,  Hamburghers, 
'*  andi  Hollanders,  out  of  their  ftorehoufes,  lade  fifty  or  one  hundred  ftiips  or  more,  difperfing 
*•  themfelves  round  about  this  kingdom,  and  carrying  away  great  ftore  of  coin  and  wealth,— 
**  thus  cutting  down  our  merchants,  and  decaying  our  navigation,  not  with  their  natural  com- 
**  mcdities,  but  with  thofe  of  other  countries. 

**  Amfterdam  is  never  without  fevcn  hundred  thoufand  quarters  of  corn,  befidc  what  they 
•'  daily  vent,  though  none  of  it  be  of  the  growth  of  their  country  ;  and  a  dearth  of  only  one 

*'  year, 
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1603  "  year,  in  England,  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Italy,  &c.  is  juftly  obferved  to  enrich  Hol- 
'*  land  for  fevcn  years  after — In  the  laft  dearth  fix  years  ago  in  England,  the  Hamburghers, 
••  Enibdcners,  and  Hollanders  fupplicd  this  liingdom  from  their  ftorehoufes ;  and,  in  a  year 
**  and  an  half,  carried  away  from  the  three  ports  of  Southampton,  Exeter,  and  Briftol,  alone, 
**  near  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  from  other  parts  of  this  kingdom,  more  particular- 
"  ly  including  London,  it  cannot  be  fo  little  as  two  millions  of  pounds  more,  to  the  great  de- 
**  cay  of  your  kingdom,  and  impoverilhing  of  your  people,  difcrcdit  and  difhonour  to  the 
**  merchants,  and  to  the  land. 

"  They,"  /.  e,  the  Dutch,  &c.  "  have  a  continual  trade  into  this  kingdom  with  five  hun- 
**  dred  or  fix  hundred  fliips  yearly  with  merchandize  of  other  countries,  ftoring  them  up  here, 
*'  until  the  price  rife  to  their  minds  ;  and  we  trade  not  with  fifty  fhips  into  their  country  in  a 
"  year." 

He  goes  on  to  obferve  very  truly,  **  That  unlefs  there  be  a  fcarcity,  or  high  prices,  all 
"  merchants  avoid  the  parts  where  great  impofitions  arc  on  merchandize ;  which  places  are 
•*  ufually  flcnderly  (hipped,  ill  ferved,  and  at  dear  rates,  often  in  fcarcity,  and  in  want  of  em- 
**  ployment  for  their  people. — Whereas,  the  low  duties  of  the  wife  ftates  above-named  draw 
"  all  traffic  unto  them,  and  the  great  liberty  allowed  to  ftrangcrs  makes  a  continual  mart. — So 
**  that,  whatever  excifes,  &c.  they  may  lay  upon  the  common  people,  they  are  fure  ever  to 
•*  eafe,  uphold,  and  maintain  the  merchants  by  all  poflTible  means,  thereby  to  draw  the  wealth 
**  and  ftrength  of  Chriftendora  to  themfelves.  And  although  the  duties  be  but  fmall,  yet  the 
"  vaft  exports  and  imports  do  greatly  incrcafe  their  revenues  ;  which  vaft  commerce  enables 
"  the  common  people  not  only  to  bear  the  burden  of  the  excifes  and  impofitions  laid  on  them, 
*'  but  alfo  to  grow  rich. 

**  In  former  ages,  the  city  of  Genoa,  as  appears  by  their  ancient  records  and  fumptuous 
"  buildings,  had  a  vaftly  extended  commerce,  whither  all  nations  traded,  being  tlie  ftorehoufe 
**  for  all  Italy  and  other  parts.  But  after  they  laid  fo  great  a  cuftom  as  fixteen  per  cent,  all 
**  nations  left  trading  with  them,  which  made  them  give  themfelves  wholly  to  ufury  ;  and  at 
**  this  day  we  have  not  three  fliips  go  thither  in  a  year. 

"  On  the  other  fide,  the  Duke  of  Florence  having,  at  Leghorn,  laid  fmall  cufloms  oa 
"  merchandize,  and  granted  them  great  privileges  ;  he  has  thereby  made  it  a  rich  and  ftrong 
**  city,  and  his  ftate  flouriftiing." 

Next,  Raleigh  comes  to  his  favourite  point,  the  fifliery.  "  The  greateft  fifliing  that  ever 
**  was  known  in  the  world  is  upon  the  coafts  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland ;  but  the 
"  great  fifliery  is  in  the  Low  Countries  and  other  petty  ftates^  wherewith  they  fervc  them- 
**  felves  and  all  Chriftendom. 

"  I.  Into  four  towns  in  the  Baltic,  viz.  Koningfl^erg,  Elbing,  Stetin, 

"  and  Dantzick,  there  are  carried  and  vended  in  a  year  between  tliirty  and 

"    "  forty  thoufand  lafts  of  herrings,  which,  being  fold  but  at  fifteen  or  fix- 

"  teen  pounds  the  laft,  is  about  fix  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  ^f .         s.    d. 

**  and  we  fend  none  thither,  —  —  —  620,000    o    O 

"  II.  To  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  and  tlie  ports  of  Riga,  Revel, 
"  Narva,  and  other  parts  of  Livonia,  &c.  there  are  carried  and  vended  above 
"  ten  thoufand  lafts  of  herrings,  worth  —  —  —  1 70,000    o    o 

•*  And  we  fend  none  at  all  to  thofc  countries,  — — — . 

Carried  over  ^.     790,000    o    o 

Vol.  n.  E  e  "  III.  The 
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Brought  over         790,000    00 

**  III.  The  Hollanders  fend  into  Ruffia  near  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
**  lafts  of  herrings,  fold  at  about  thirty  fhillhigs  per  barrel,  is  —  27,000    0    0 

"  And  we  fent  thither  about  twenty  or  thirty  lafts. 

**  IV.  To  Staden,  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  and  Embden  are  carried  and 
**  vended  of  fifh  and  herrings  about  fix  thoufand  lafts,  fold  at  about  fifteen 
"  or  fixteen  pounds  per  laft,  —  —  —  100,000    0    o 

**  And  we  none  at  all. 

**  V.  To  Cleves  and  Juliers,  up  the  Rhine  to  Cologne  and  Franckfort 
**  on  the  Maine,  and  fo  over  all  Germany,  are  carried  and  vended,  of  fifli 
**  and  herrings,  near  twenty-two  thoufand  lafts,  fold  at  twenty  pounds  per 
**  laft,  is  —  —  —  —  —  440,000    o    o 

**  And  we  none. 

**  VI.  Up  the  river  Mcufe  to  Maeftrecht,  Liege,  &c.  and  to  Venloo, 
**  Zutphen,  De venter,  Campen,  SwoJl,  &c,  about  fevcn  thoufand  lafts  of 
**  herrings,  at  twenty  pounds  per  laft,  is-  —  —  —  140,000    o    o 

**  And  we  none  at  all. 

**  Vn.  To   Guelderland,    Artois,  Hainault,  Brabant,  Flanders,  Ant- 
•*  werp,  and  up  the  Schcld,  all  over  the  Archduke's  countries,  arc  carried 
**  and  vended  between  eight  and  nine  thoufand  lafts,  at  eighteen  pounds 
"  per  laft,  is  —  —  —  —  —  —  162,000    o    o 

♦<  And  we  none. 

"  Vni.  The  Hollanders  and  others  carried  off  all  forts  of  herrings  to 
"  Rouen  alone,  in  one  year,  (befides  all  other  parts  of  France)  five  thou- 
**  fand  lafts,  is  —  —  —  —  —  ioo,coo    o    o 

**  And  we  not  one  hundred  lafts  

Total  ftcrling  money        £.     1*7599000    o    o 


**  Over  and  above  thefe,  there  is  a  great  quantity  of  fi(h  vended  to  the  Streights. — Surely, 
*'  the  ftream  is  neceflary  to  be  turned  to  the  good  of  this  kingdom,  to  whofe  fea  coafts  alone 
**  God  has  fent  thefe  great  bleflings  and  immenfe  riches  for  us  to  take. — And  that  any  nation 
*'  fhould  carry  away  out  of  this  kingdom  yearly  great  mafles  of  money  for  fifti  taken  in  our 
**  feas,  and  fold  again  by  them  to  us,  muft  needs  be  a  great  diftionour  to  our  nation,  and 
**  hindrance  to  this  realm." 

This  account  of  the  n>agnitude  of  the  Dutch  fifhery  was  quoted  fixty  years  after  this,  by 
the  grand  Penfionary  De  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  as  believing  Raleigh  had  been  at 
great  pains  to  inform  himfclf  thereof ;  which,  coming  from  fo  great  an  author,  authenticates 
the  other  parts  of  this  reprefentation. 

Raleigh  goes  on  to  other  branches  of  the  Dutch  commerce,  viz.  "  That  although  die 
"  abundance  of  corn  grows  in  the  Eaft  Countries,  i.e.  Poland,  Livonia,  &c.  **  yet  the  great 
**  ftorehoufes  for  grain,  to  ferve  Chriftendom,  &c.  in  time  of  dearth,  is  in  the  Low  Coun- 
*'  tries  \'  of  which  enough  has  already  been  related. 

**  The  mighty  ftore  of  wines  and  fait  is  in  France  and  Spain  ;  but  the  great  vintage,  and 
**  ftaple  of  fait,  are  in  the  Law  Countries :  and  they  fend  near  one  thoufand  fail  of  fliips 
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1603  "  yearly  into  the  Eaft  Countries  with  fait  and  wine  only,  befide  what  they  fend  to  other 
**  places ;  and  we  not  one  fhip  in  that  way. 

•*  The  exceeding  great  groves  of  wood  are  in  the  eaft  kingdoms,"  /.  e,  chiefly  within  the 
Baltic,  **  but  the  large  piles  of  wainfcot,  clapboard,  fir,  deal,  mafts,  and  other  timber,  are  in 
**  the  Low  Countries,  where  none  groweth,  wherewith  they  ferve  themfelves  and  other  parts, 
**  and  this  kingdom  ;  and  they  have  five  or  fix  hundred  great  long  fhips  continually  ufing  that 
**  trade,  and  we  none  at  all. 

**  The  wool,  cloth,  lead,  tin,  and  divers  other  commodities,  are  in  England;  but,  by  means 
"  of  our  wool,  and  of  our  cloth  going  out  rough,  undrefled,  and  undyed,  there  is  an  exceed- 
**  ing  manufaftory  and  drapery  in  the  Low  Countries,  wherewith  they  ferve  themfelves  and 
"  other  nations,  and  greatly  advance  the  employment  of  their  people  at  home,  and  traflSc 
**  abroad,  and  in  proportion  fupprefs  ours. 

"  We  fend  into  the  Eaft  Countries  yearly  but  one  hundred  fhips,  and  our  trade  chiefly 
**  depends  on  three  towns  there,  viz.  Elbing,  Koningftjerg,  and  Dantzick ;  but  the  Low 
"  Countries  fend  thither  about  three  thoufand  Ihips,  trading  into  every  city  and  port  town, 
"  vending  their  commodities  to  exceeding  profit,  and  lading  their  fhips  with  plenty  of  their 
**  commodities,  which  they  have  twenty  per  cent  cheaper  than  we,  by  reafon  of  the  difference 
**  of  the  coin ;  and  their  fifh  yields  ready  money.  They,"  the  Hollanders,  "  fend  into  France, 
"  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy  about  two  thoufand  fliips  yearly  with  thofe  Eaft  Country  com- 
"  modities,  and  we  none  in  that  courfe. 

**  They  trade  into  all  cities  and  port  towns  of  France,  and  we  chiefly  to  five  or  fix. 

*«  The  Low  Countries,"  continues  Raleigh,  *'  have  as  many  fhips  and  veflels  as  eleven 
"  kingdoms  of  Chriftendom  have,  let  England  be  one.  They  build  every  year  near  one  thou- 
**  fand  fhips,  although  all  their  native  commodities  do  not  require  one  hundred  fhips  to  carry 
"  them  away  at  once.  Yet  although  we  have  all  things  of  our  own  in  abundance  for  the  in- 
**  creafe  of  trafl[ic,  timber  to  build  fhips,  and  commodities  of  our  own  to  lade  about  one  thou- 
**  fand  fhips  and  vefl^els  at  once,  (befide  the  great  fifhing)  and  as  faft  as  they  make  their  voyages 
"  might  relade  again  5  yet  our  fhips  and  mariners  decline,  and  traffic  and  merchants  daily 
"  decay. 

**  For  fcventy  years  together  we  had  a  great  trade  to  Ruflia,"  there  was  a  trade  with  Ruflia, 
**  by  the  way  of  Narva,  long  before  the  voyage  round  the  North  Cape  was  difcovered,  *«  and 
*•  even  about  fourteen  years  ago  we  fent  ftore  of  goodly  fhips  thither;  but  three  years  paft  we 
"  fent  out  four  thither,  and  laft  year  but  two  or  three  fhips ; — whereas,  the  Hollanders  arc 
**  now  increafed  to  about  thirty  or  forty  fhips,  each  as  large  as  two  of  ours,  chiefly  laden 
**  with  Englifh  cloth,  herrings  taken  in  our  feas,  Englifh  lead,  and  pewter  made  of  our  tin, 
^*  befide  other  commodities  ;  all  which  we  may  do  better  than  they.  And  although  it,"  Ruflia 
**  be  a  cheap  country,  and  the  trade  very  gainful,  yet  we  have  almoft  brought  it  to  nought  by 
^*  diforderly  trading.  So  likewife  we  ufed  to  have  eight  or  nine  great  fhips  go  continually  a 
-•*  filhing  to  Wardhuys,  and  this  year  but  one. 

**  God  hath  bleft  your  Majefty  with  copper,  lead,  iron,  tin,  alum,  copperas,  fafFron,  fells," 
i.  f.  fkins,  **  and  many  more  native  commodities,  to  the  number  of  about  one  hundred ;  and 
^*  other  manufa£lures  vendible,  to  the  number  of  about  one  thoufand  ;  befide  corn,  whereof 
**  great  quantities  of  beer  are  made,  and  moftly  tranfported  by  ftrangers;  as  alio  wool  and 
^*  coals. 

E  e  2  ^<  Iron 
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1603  **.  Iron  ordnance,  a  jewel  of  great  value,  far  more  than  it  is  accounted,  by  reafon  that  no 
**  other  country  but  England  could  ever  attain  unto  it,  although  they  had  attempted  it  with 
**  great  charge." 

Raleigh,  moreover,  tells  the  King,  "  That  there  were  about  eighty  thoufand  undrcflcd  and 
•♦  undyed  cloths  annually  exported  from  England;  whereby  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
**  per  annum,  for  fifty-five  years  paft,  (being  above  twenty  millions)  has  been  loft  to  the  na- 
•*  tion,  which  fum,  had  the  faid  cloths  been  dreiled  and  dyed  at  home,  would  have  been  gain- 
"  ed,  befide  the  further  enlarging  of  traflic,  by  importing  materials  for  dying,  and  the  increafe 
**  of  cuftoms  thereon.  Moreover,  there  have  been  annually  exported  in  that  time,  in  baycs, 
**  northern  and  Devonfhire  kerfies,  all  white,  about  fifty  thoufand  cloths,  counting  three  ker- 
•*  fies  to  one  cloth ;  whereby  five  millions  more  have  been  loft  for  want  of  dying  and  dreffing. 

*'  Our  bayes  are  fent  white  to  Amfterdam,  and  there  dreiled,  dyed,  and  (hipped  for  Spain, 
**  Portugal,  &c.  where  they  are  fold  by  the  name  of  Flemifh  bayes  ;  fo  we  lofe  the  very  name 
"  of  our  home-bred  commodities."  All  this,  from  fo  able  a  perfon  as  Raleigh,  might 
probably  haye  fet  Alderman  Cockayne,  five  years  after,  on  his  unfucccfsful  projeft  for  dying 
and  drefling  our  cloths  before  exportation. 

Speaking  again  of  the  fifhery,  he  aflcrts,  **  That  the  great  fea  bufinefs  of  fiftiing  employs 
•'  near  twenty  thoufand  Ihips  and  veflels,  and  four  hundred  thoufand  people  yearly,  upon  the 
**^  coafts  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  with  fixty  ihips  of  war,  which  may  prove  dan- 
**  gerous.  The  Hollanders  alone  have  about  three  thoufand  (hips  to  fifh  with,  and  fifty  thou- 
"  fand  men  are  employed  yearly  by  them  on  your  Majefty's  coafts  aforefaid ;  which  three 
"  thoufand  fliips  do  employ  near  nine  thoufand  other  (hips  and  veflels,  and  one  hundred  and 
**  fifty  thoufand  perfons  more,  by  fea  and  land,  to  make  provifion,  to  drefs  and  tranfport  the 
**  fifli  they  take,  and  return  commodities,  whereby  they  are  enabled  yearly  to  build  one  thou- 
**  fand  (hips  and  veflels. 

**  King  Henry  VII.  defiring  to  make  his  kingdom  powerful  and  rich  by  an  increafe  of 
**  (hips  and  mariners,  and  for  the  employment  of  his  people,  moved  his  fea  ports  to  fet  up 
**  the  great  and  rich  fifliery,  promifing  them  needful  privileges,  and  to  furnifti  them  with 
*'  loans  of  money  ;  yet  his  people  were  flack.  That  by  only  twenty  fifliing  buflTes,  placed  at 
**  one  fea  coaft  town,  where  no  fliip  was  before,  there  muft  be  to  carry,  re-carry,  tranfport, 
•'  and  make  provifion  for  one  bufs,  three  ftiips.  Likewife  every  ftiip  fctting  on  work  thirty 
**  feveral  trades.  Thus  thofe  twenty  bufles  fet  on  work  near  eight  thoufand  perfons  by  fea 
*'  and  land,  and  caufe  an  increafe  of  near  one  thoufand  mariners,  and  a  fleet  of  eighty  fail  of 
**  fliips  in  one  town,  where  none  were  before.^  With  how  ample  a  fund  did  this  great  maa 
fupply  us  for  commercial  hiftory,  for  the  times  he  wrote  in ;  and  who,  but — fuch  a  King,, 
would  have  firft  imprifoned  him  for  many  years,  and  at  length  deprived  him  of  a  life  fo  well 
fpent  in  his  country's  fervice  ? 

In  the  conclufion,  he  ftrongly  recommends  what  he  calls  a  State-merchant,  from  which  he 
promifes  a  great  increafe  of  commerce,  manufaftures,  fliipping,  and  riches  ;  yet,  as  far  as  ap- 
ipears  from  his  general  account  of  it,  it  fccms  to  be  no  more,  than  for  the  King  to  give  hinx 
leave  to  name  a  number  of  commiflioners,  to  be  vefl^d  by  his  Majefty  with  authority  to  take 
examinations  upon  oath,  and  in  other  refpefts  to  regulate  commerce  to  tlie  beft  advantage; 
which  fcheme  feems  much  tlic  fame  with  the  Board  of  Trade  and  PlarUations  erefted  in  the 
year  1696. 
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1603      With  regard  to  this  whole  excellent  eflay  of  his  on  coimnerce,  it  was  a  maflerly  one  for  the 

time  in  which  it  was  written  ;  yet  he  is  fometimes  niiftaken  :  for  inftance,  his  opinion  of  raif- 

ing  the  nominal  value  of  our  coin  abova  its  intrinfic  value,  or,  in  other  words,  above  the 

price  of  bullion  in  other  nations,  which  he  thinks  would  be  a  means  to  keep  our  coin  to  our- 

fclvcs  ;  feeing  it  is  now,  in  our  days,  clearly  undcrftood,  that  it  is  only  the  real  quantity  of 

pure  bullion  which  foreign  nations  will  regard  in  our  coins;  and  will  deal  with  us  accordingly. 

Yet  in  this  point  Raleigh  may  be  excufed,  when  fo  lately  as  the  years  1695  and  1696,  when 

the  filver  coins  were  fo  fliamefully  impaired  as  to  require  a  general  re-coinage,  an  otherwife 

able  and  diligent  fecretary  of  the  treafury  fell  into  the  like  miftake,  as  will  be  related  in  its 

place. 

His  theory  Is  good,  in  refpeft  of  the  great  advantages  accruing  to  the  public,  by  the  dying 
and  fully  drefling  of  all  our  cloths  before  exportation ;  neverthelefs,  we  (hall  fee  that  Alder- 
man Cockayne's  patent  for  that  end,  in  the  year  1615,  proved  unfuccefsful,  although  thofe 
art^  have  fince  been  gained  by  us  gradually,  and  without  force,  which  a  compulfory  law  in 
King  James  the  Firft's  reign  could  not  efFeft.  King  James's  attempt  alfo,  in  the  year  1623^ 
for  erefting  granaries  of  corn,  in  imitation  of  Holland,  proved  abortive.  The  fifliery  is  much 
altered  fince  Raleigh's  time :  people,  even  in  Popifh  countries,  are  become  more  delicate  in 
their  palates,  and  lefs  fond  of  a  fait  fifh  diet;  yet  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  there  is  flill  a  great 
demand  for  falted  fifh  in  many  countries. 

Upon  the  whole,  although  fome  part  of  this  eflfay  may  poflibly  lie  under  the  cenfure  of  ex- 
aggeration, yet  its  hiftorical  and  critical  remarks  render  it  very  deferving  of  a  place  in  this 
commercial  hiftory. 

Befide  the  eftablifhment  of  a  company  of  Mines  Royal,  elefted  in  1563,  and  anotlier  for  Mi- 
neral and  Battery  Works,  in  the  year  1568,  King  James  I.  in  this  firft  year  of  his  reign,  in- 
corporated with  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  others,  for  the  better  continuing  the  corporation  of 
the  Society  of  Mineral  and  Battery  Works,  of  the  tenth  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  1568  ;  yet  not- 
withftanding  the  afts  of  the  tenth  and  thirty-ninth  of  Elizabeth,  and  feveral  grants  of  King 
James  and  of  King  Charles  I.  and  II.  with  prohibitions  of  foreign  iron  wire  and  wool  cards ; 
and  that,  in  1668,  the  company  of  Mines  Royal  were  united  to  that  of  the  Mineral  and  Bat- 
tery Workp,  of  which  Prince  Rupert  and  the  Earl  of  Shaftfbury  were  then  elefted  governors  ;. 
two  afts  oF  Parliament,  neverthelefs,  in  the  years  1689  and  1693,  declared  no  mines  to  be 
Royal,  either  of  copper,  tin,  iron,  or  lead,  even  though  gold  and  filver  (hould  be  extrafled 
therefrom ;  provided,  however,  that  the  crown  may  have  tlie  pre-emption  of  thofe  metals^ 
paying  for  copper  ore  fixteen  pounds  per  ton,  tin  two  pounds  per  ton,  iron  two  pounds,  and 
lead  nine  pounds  per  ton.  Thefe  afts  greatly  difcouraged  the  above-named  focieties,  and  gave 
rife  to  the  Mine  Adventurers  Company,  which  is  funk  alfo  into  a  very  languifhing  conditioa 
in  our  days. 

Things  relating  to  eatables  and  drinkables  were  generally  ftill  above  twice  as  cheap  as  in  our 
days.  By  a  ftatute  of  the  firft  year  of  King  James  I.  cap.  ix.  "  no  viSualler  fhall  fell  lefs 
"  than  one  full  ale  quart  of  the  beft  beer  or  ale  for  one  penny,  and  two  quarts  of  the  fmaller 
**  fort  for  one  penny." 

By  another  ftatute  of  this  year,  cap.  xxv.  **  when  wheat  is  norabove  one  pound  fix  fhillings 
"  and  eight-pence  per  quarter,  rye,  peas,. and  beans  fifteen  Ihillings,  and  barley  and  malt 
**  fourteen  ftiillings  per  quarter,  they  may  be  exported  in  Englifli  fhips,  paying  cuftom  two 
"  (hillings  per  quarter  for  wheats  and  one  (hilling  and  four-pence  for  the  other  kinds." 

N.  B. la 
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1603  ^'  ^'  ^^  ^^^^  alliance  concluded,  in  the  year  1603,  at  Hampton-court,  between  King  Henry 
IV.  of  France  and  King  James  I.  of  Great  Britain,  chiefly  for  the  defence  of  the  United  Ne- 
therlands againft  Spain,  there  is  nothing  particular  relating  to  commercial  matters.  Vol.  ii. 
p.  128  and  131,  of  the  Colleftion  of  Treaties,  printed  in  1732. 

1604  Thuanus,  in  lib.  cxxxi.  acquaints  us,  "  that  an  alTembly  of  Hanfeatic  deputies  now  ap- 
**  pointed  a  folemn  embafly  to  foreign  nations,  for  the  renewal  of  their  mercantile  privileges ; 
**  it  was  in  the  name  of  the  cities  of  Lubeck,  Dantzick,  Cologne,  Hamburgh,  and  Bremen. 
^'  They  firft  addreffed  King  James  of  Great  Britain,  who,  becaufe  they  brought  no  letters 
^  from  the  Emperor,  foon  difmifled  them." 

In  a  letter  of  Sir  Thomas  Edmonds  to  Sir  Ralph  Winwood,  that  King's  Miniftex  in  Hol- 
land, printed  in  the  fecond  volume  of  his  ( Winwood's)  Memoirs,  we  have  the  Privy  Coun- 
cirs  final  anfwer  to  thofe  deputies  of  the  Hans-towns,  viz. 

*'  That  as  their  privileges  were  heretofore  adjudged  to  be  forfeited,  and  thereupon  refumed 
"^^  by  the  King's  predeceflbrs,  in  rcfpe A  of  the  breach  of  condition  on  their  part,  fo  it  can  no 
"  way  ftand  with  the  good  of  the  ftate,  to  reftore  them  again  to  the  faid  privileges.  And  witli 
**  this  anfwer  they  departed  nothing  contented." 

The  Hanfeatics  went  from  thence  to  the  court  of  France,  where  they  met  with  abundance 
of  good  words,  but  nothing  elfe ;  and  then  they  went  to  the  court  of  Spain,  where,  probably 
for  the  Emperor's  fake,  they  had  fome  fuccefs. 

King  James  I.  having,  as  has  been  related,  determined  to  make  peace  with  all  nations,  we 
iind,  in  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  579,  of  the  Foedera,  a  treaty  fet  on  foot  at  London  between 
his  Minifters  and  thofe  of  King  Philip  HI.  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Archduke,  Albert,  and  the 
Archduchcfs,  Ifabella  Clara  Eugenia,  for  the  Netlierlands.  What  was  then  concluded  relat- 
ing to  commerce  is  in  fubftance,  viz. 

*'  I.  All  fhips  of  war,  and  letters  of  marque  and  rcprifals,  to  be  called  in  on  both  fides. 

**  n.  King  James's  garrifons  in  tlie  cautionary  towns  fhall  not  fupply  the  Hollanders  with 
*'  any  military  (lores,  nor  any  other  afliftance  whatever,  during  their  revolt  from  Spain. 

♦*  III.  There  Ihall  be  a  free  and  uninterrupted  commerce  between  the  dominions  of  both 
**  parties,  as  it  was  before  the  late  wars,  and  as  agreeable  to  former  treaties  of  commerce ;  with 
*'  free  accefs  to  each  others  ports,  fo,  however,  that  no  number  exceeding  fix  Ihips  of  war 
**  fhall  enter  into  any  port  on  either  fide,  without  previous  leave. 

**  IV.  The  merchandize  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  may  be  freely  imported  into 
**  the  Spanifh  dominions,  without  being  obliged  to  pay  the  new  impoft  of  thirty  per  cent,  and 
**  fhall  pay  none  but  the  old  duties. 

**  V.  With  refpe£l  to  the  merchandize  which  King  James's  fubjefts  fliall  buy  in  Spain, 
^*  they  fhall  likewife  be  exempted  from  the  faid  new  impoft  of  thirty  pounds  per  cent,  provid- 
**  ed  they  bring  away  the  faid  merchandize  in  their  own  fhipping,  and  unlade  them  either  in 
**  the  Britifh  dominions  or  in  the  Spanifh  Netherlands ;  but  they  fhall  not  carry  them  any 
**  where  elfe,  without  paying  the  faid  new  impoft,  unlefs  it  be  to  France,  after  Spain  fhall 
^*  have  adjufted  her  differences  with  that  crown. 

**  VI.  There  fhall  be  no  interruption  of  merchants  commerce  in  either  country,  on  ac- 
**  count  of  difference  in  religion. 

**  Vn.  The  efFeSs  of  perfons  dying  in  cither  country  fhall  be  carefully  kept  for  tlicir  exc- 
^  tutors  or  adminiftratoxs. 
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i6c4      **  VIII.  Six  months  time  allowed,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  for  merchants  in  cither  country  to 
**  remove  their  effefts. 

"  IX.  The  Ihips  of  neither  contrafting  party  (hall  be  detained  in  the  ports  of  the  other 
**  country,  nor  be  made  ufe  of  for  war,  without  their  refpeftivc  fovereign's  confent."  In  the 
fecond  volume,  p.  131  to  146,  of  the  Colleftion  of  Treaties,  in  four  volumes,  oflavo,  pub- 
lilhed  in  the  year  1732,  there  is  a  treaty  with  exaSly  the  fame  title,  confiiling  of  thirty-fix 
articles,  of  which  this  taken  from  the  Foedera  is  the  fubftance. 

Upon  concluding  this  treaty.  King  James,  in  this  fame  year,  incorporated  a  company  of 
merchants  for  an  exclufive  trade  to  Spain  and  Portugal ;  but  this  monopoly  being  found  to 
be  very  prejudicial  to  commerce,  it  was,  in  the  following  year,  fo  ftrongly  remonftrated  a- 
gainft  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  the  patent  was  revoked,  and  the  trade  to  thofe  coun- 
tries left  free  to  all,  as  before,  by  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  third  year  of  King  James^ 
cap.  vi. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  582,  of  the  Fcedcra,  we  find  a  licence  and  proteftion  from  King 
James  I.  **  to  Sir  Edward  Michelborneandhis  aflbciates,  to  go  with  their  fhips  on  the  difco- 
♦*  very  of  Cathaia,  China,  Japan,  Corea,  and  Cambaya,  and  the  ifles  thereto  belonging,  and 
"  to  trade  with  the  faid  countries  and  people,  not  as  yet  frequented  and  traded  unto  by  any 
**  of  our  fubjefts  or  people,  without  interruption ;  any  reftraint,  grant,  or  charter  to  the  cor^- 
**  trary  notwithftanding."  This  licence  was  probably  well  paid  for  to  a  King  always  profufe, 
and  ever  necefiitous,  fince  it  is  direftly  contradiftory  to  the  following  claufe  in  Queen  Eliza- 
betli's  charter  of  incorporation  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  in  the  year  1600,  viz.  "  None  of 
♦*  the  Queen's  fubjefts  but  the  Company,  their  fervants  or  affigns,  fhall  refort  to  India,  with- 
*»  out  being  licenfed  by  the  Company,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  (hips,  cargoes,  &c."  Yet  he 
and  Captain  John  Davis  went,  in  this  year,  with  one  (hip  and  a  pinnace  to  Bantam  ;  but,  ac- 
cording to  Purchas,  performed  nothing  memorable. 

The  Englilh  Eaft  India  Company  fent  out  their  fecond  voyage  thither  in  this  fame  year 
1604,  with  four  (hips,  under  Sir  Henry  Middleton.  At  Bantam  he  laded  two  (hips  with  pep- 
per, going  with  the  other  two  to  the  iftes  of  Banda,  famous  for  the  trade  of  nutmeg  and  mace. 
At  Amboyna,  fo  eminent  for  cloves,  he  laded  a  good  quantity  ;  there  he  found  the  Dutch  at 
war  with  the  Portuguefe  about  the  fovereignty  of  that  important  ifle.  In  their  return  home- 
ward, one  of  their  (hips  was  loft,  but  the  other  three  got  fafe  home,  in  the  year  1606. 

In  the  fame  fixteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  601,  we  meet  with  the  following  record^ 
which,  like  many  others,  (hews  the  verv  great  difference  between  thofe  and  the  prefent  times 
and  feafons.  Its  title  is,  Commijpo  pro  Tobacco^  wherein  King  James  fets  forth,  *•  That  where- 
*'  as,  tobacco  being  a  drug  of  late  years  found  out,  and  brought  from  foreign  parts  in  fmall 
"  quantities,  was  taken  and  ufed  by  the  better  fort,  both  then  and  now  only  as  phyfic,  to 
"  preferve  health  ;  but  it  is  now,  at  this  day,  through  evil  cuftom  and  the  toleration  thereof,, 
**  exceflively  taken  by  a  number  of  riotous  and  dkbrderly  perfons  of  mean  and  bafe  condition, 
**  who  do  fpend  moft  of  their  time  in  that  idle  vanity,  to  the  evil  example  and  corrupting  of 
**  others,  and  alfo  do  confume  the  wages  which  many  of  them  get  by  their  labour,  not  caring 
"  at  what  price  they  buy  that  drug. — By  which  immoderate  taking  of  tobacco  the  health  of  a 
**  great  number  erf  our  people  is  impaired,  and  their  bodies  weakened  and  made  unfit  for 
**  labour. — Befides,  that  alfo  a  great  part  of  the  treafure  of  our  land  is  fpent  and  exhaufted  by 
**  this  only  drug,  fo  licentioufly  abufed  by  the  meaiier  fort.  All  which  enormous  inconve- 
**  niencies  we  do  well  perceive  to  proceed  principally  from  the  great  quantity  of  tobacco  daily 
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1604.  **  bri)ught  into  this  our  realm,  which  exccfs  might,  in  great  part,  be  rcftrained  by  fome  good 
"  impofition  to  be  laid  on  it. — Wherefore,  we  command  you  our  treafurcr  of  England,  to 
*^  order  all  cuftomers,  comptrollers,  fearchers,  furveyors,  &c.  of  our  ports,  that,  from  the 
**  twenty-fixth  of  Oftober  next,  they  fhall  demand  and  take  for  our  ufe,  of  all  merchants,  as 
**  well  Englilh  as  ftrangers,  and  of  all  others  who  fh^l  bring  in  any  tobacco,  tlie  fum  of  fix 
*'  fhillings  and  eight-pence  on  every  pound  weight  thereof,  over  and  above  the  cuftom  of  two- 
♦*  pence  upon  the  pound  weight  lifually  paid  before,"  &c.— As  this  King,  as  well  as  his  fon 
and  fucceflbr,  had  a  mortal  hatred  to  tobacco,  and  as  it  was,  moreover,  all  brought  from 
the  Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  it  is  no  wonder  he  laid  a  tax  on  it  equal  to  a  prohibition,  had  it  beea 
legally  impofed  and  ftridly  executed.  He  then  little  apprehended,  that,  in  procefs  of  time,  the 
tax  on  tobacco  of  his  own  colonies  would  yield  a  very  confiderablc  (hare  of  the  public  revenue. 
We  may  add,  what  is  obvious  to  all,  that  he  had  no  right  to  lay  ©n  fuch  a  duty  without  the 
confent  of  Parliament. 

In  the  fame  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  605,  we  have  this  King's  proclamation  for  reforma- 
tion of  the  coin,  and  for  coining  new  money,  upon  the  late  union  of  the  kingdoms  ;  (as  he 
afFefted  to  term  it)  and  on  his  new  broad  pieces  of  gold  he  caufed  to  be  cut  the  following 
words,  viz.  Hcnricus  rofas^  regna  Jacobus  y  i.e.  King  Henry  VII.  united  the  red  and  white 
rofes,  but  King  James  I.  united  the  kingdoms,  though  it  was  nothing  but  an  union  of  the 
crowns,  he  having,  in  this  year  1604,  aifumed  the  ftile  of  King  of  Great  Britain,  inftead  of 
King  of  England,  Scotland,  &c.  by  a  folemn  declaration  inferted  in  this  fame  volume  of  the 
Foedera.  Yet  fuch  was  his  inftability,  that,  even  after  this  time,  we  find  many  deeds,  both 
in  this  and  the  next  volume  of  that  noble  coUeftion,  with  the  laft-naraed  ftile  and  title  of 
King  of  England,  Scotland,  &c. 

In  this  fame  record  King  James  obferves,  **  That,  at  his  firft  coming  into  England  the 
*^  preceding  year,  the  Scotilhgold  coin,  called  a  fix  pound  piece,  was  current  in  England  for 
*'  ten  Ihillings  of  filver."  Which  is  a  confirmation  of  what  was  related  under  the  year  i6or, 
viz.  That  the  gold  and  filver  coins  of  Scotland  were  then  fixed  at  the  proportion,  to  thofe  of 
the  fame  denomination  in  England,  as  twelve  is  to  one. 

The  new  Englifh  gold  coins  now  ftruck  were  pieces  of  twenty  (hillings,  ten  (hillings,  five 
fhillings,  four  (hillings,  and  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence. 

And  tlie  filver  coins  were  pieces  of  five  (hillings,  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence,  twelve-pence, 
fix-pence,  two-pence,  one-penny,  and  an  halfpenny. 

As  the  two  loweft  of  thofe  coins,  both  in  the  gold  and  the  filver,  muft  have  been  very  fmall, 
there  being  much  the  fame  quantity  of  pure  metal  and  of  allay  in  them  as  in  thofe  of  our  own 
time,  they  were  extremely  liable  to  be  loft,  and  are  therefore  now  fcarcely  to  be  found,  even 
in  the  cabinets  of  curious  colleftors. 

According  to  Thuanus,  lib.  xxxii.  the  country  of  Canada,  or  New  France,  which  had 
been  firft  fettled  in  1603,  was,  in  this  and  fome  fucceeding  years,  more  particularly  explored 
than  had  been  formerly  done,  chiefly  for  the  finding  of  a  north-weft  pa(rage  to  China  and  the 
Moluccas,  as  had  before  been  attempted  by  others,  from  the  early  enterprize  of  the  Cabots, 
father  and  fon,  by  direflion  of  King  Henry  VII.  of  England,  down  to  this  time. 

The  barbarous  cruelties  committed  by  the  Spaniards  in  Chili,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of 
America,  where  the  native  Chilians,  in  revenge,  deftroyed  many  of  their  fettlements,  had, 
by  this  time,  fo  far  incenfed  thofe  natives,  that  they  had  deftroyed  five  of  the  thirteen  Spaniih 
towns  in  that  country,  with  much  (laughter. 
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1605  We  have  already  fecn  the  charters  of  two  temporary  Englifli  Levant  or  Turkey  companies 
expire ;  and,  as  fuch  limited  grants  are  always  difcouragihg  to  the  adventurers,  King  James, 
therefore,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  1605,  incorporated  for  ever  a  new  company,  by  the 
defiguation  of  the  merchants  of  England  trading  to  tlie  Levant  Seas.  It  is  what  is  called  in 
England  a  regulated  company,  there  being  as  yet  no  joint-ftock  companies  exifting ;  every 
member  trading  on  his  own  particular  bottom,  though  under  fuch  regulations,  as  to  the  times 
of  fhipping  or  lading,  &c.  as  Ihou Id  be  fettled  at  their  own  general  courts.  **  This  charter 
**  grants  to  a  number  of  perfons  therein  named,  and  their  fons,  and  all  others  thereafter  to  be 
♦*  admitted,  or  made  free  of  the  company,  annually  to  ele£k  a  governor,  deputy-governor, 
"  and  eighteen  afliftants,  who  (hall  manage  all  matters  relating  to  the  trade,  freedom,  &c. — 
"  All  the  King's  fubjefts,  being  merchants,  under  the  age  of  twenty-fix  years,  on  requiring 

the  fame,  and  paying  twenty  five  pounds  to  the  company  ;  and  if  above  twenty-fix  years  of 

age,  paying  fifty  pounds,  Ihall  be  made  free  of  this  company ;  and  all  their  apprentices  fliall 
"be  admitted  to  its  freedom,  on  payment  of  twenty  Ihillings  only." 

Thus  a  moft  profitable  commerce  to  England  was  eftablilhed  in  perpetuity,  by  which  great 
quantities  of  our  woollen  manufaftures,  and  of  latter  times,  much  other  merchandize,  as 
watches,  jewels,  &c.  have  been  annually  exported  thither.  The  Venetians,  for  many  ages, 
fupplied  Conftantinople,  and  other  parts  of  the  Levant,  with  woollen  cloth,  and  other  mer- 
chandize, until  the  Englifti  commenced  their  Levant  trade  ;  who  being  able  to  afFor4  their 
cloths  cheaper  than  tlie  Venetians  could  theirs,  they  drove  the  latter  totally  out  of  the  cloth 
trade  to  Turkey.  The  author  of  the  Trade's  Increafe,  publiftied  in  the  year  1615,  fays, 
"  That  at  firft  this  company's  ordinary  returns  were  three  to  one  ;  and  this  has  generally  been 
**  the  cafe  in  newly  difcovered  trades." 

It  is  true,  that  Turkey  is  not  a  country  from  which  a  great  and  direft  balance  is  to  be  ex- 
pefted ;  yet  tlie  immenfe  quantities  of  raw  filk  brought  from  thence,  has  been  the  means  of 
bringing  our  filk  manufafture  to  its  prefent  magnitude  ;  and  as  we  have  alfo  from  thence  cot- 
ton? mohair-yarn,  and  dying-ftufFs,  in  great  quantities,  we  may  juftly  efteem  this  trade  profi- 
table to  the  public,  for  the  advancement  of  many  forts  of  manufaftures.  From  the  Levant 
come  alfo  phyfical  drugs,  coffee,  carpets,  &c. 

In  Captain  John  Smith's  fecond  volume  of  Voyages,  he  relates,  that  Captain  Ley  fettled 
with  fome  Englifhmen  on  the  river  Weapoco  in  Guiana ;  but  fupplies  mifcarrying,  they  were 
forced  to  abandon  that  fettlcment. 

A  pound  weight  of  gold,  by  the  coinage  of  this  fecond  year  of  King  James,  in  the  Mint  at 
the  Tower  of  London,  was  coined  into  thirty-feven  pounds  four  fhillings  by  tale,  in  pieces 
called  unites,  of  twenty  ihillings ;  of  double  crowns,  at  ten  (hillings  ;  Britifh  crowns,  five 
Ihillings  ;  thiftle  crowns,  four  (hillings  ;  and  half-crowns,  two  (hillings  and  fix-pence ;  being 
of  twenty-two  carrats  fine,  and  two  carrats  alloy. 

And  a  pound  weight  of  filver,  into  fixty-two  (hillings  by  tale,  of  the  old  ftandard  of  eleven 
ounces  two  pennyweights  fine,  and  eighteen  pennyweights  alloy  ;  the  filver  pieces  were  crowns, 
half-crowns,  fliiilings,  fixpences,  twopences,  pence,  and  halfpence. 

The  next  year  he  coined  the  gold  of  the  finenefs  of  twenty-three  carrats,  three  grains  and 
a  half,  into  forty  pounds  the  pound  weight,  by  tale,  in  pieces  called  rofe-rials,  of  thirty  (hil- 
lings; fpur-rials,  of  fifteen  (hillings  ;  and  angels,  of  ten  (hillings. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  the  following  penfions  and  fabrics  were  now  fettled 
by  King  James,  whereby  fome  fort  of  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the  rate  of  living  in  thofc 
times,  viz. 
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1605  In  p.  606,  on  his  fecond  fan,  Charles,  then  but  five  years  old,  being  created  Duke  of  York, 
forty  pounds  per  annum  is  fettled,  that  he  may  the  more  honourably  fuftain  that  new  dignity, 
fays  the  King. 

In  p.  611,  on  the  Duke  of  York's  nurfe,  fifty  pounds  yearly;  on  his  fempftrefs,  twenty 
pounds ;  and  the  like  on  his  chamber-keeper,  and  on  his  laundrefs ;  and  on  his  cook,  thirty- 
fix  pounds  yearly. 

In  p.  616,  a  penfion  to  Dr.  Spotifwood,  Archbifliop  of  Glafgow,  of  eighty  pounds:  to 
Ulrick,  Duke  of  Holftein,  a  penfion  of  two  thoufand  pounds,  during  his  life  ;  equal,  fays  this 
record,  to  ten  thoufand  German  dollars. 

In  p.  637,  to  Sir  Lewis  Lucknor,  mailer  of  the  ceremonies,  a  falary  of  two  hundred  pounds 
per  annum^ 

As  ^very  thing  relating  to  the  gradual  improvement  and  increafe  of  the  great  metropolis  of 
the  Britifh  empire,  does,  in  a  great  meafure,  indicate  and  teftify  a  gradual  increafe  of  its  ge- 
neral wealth  and  commerce,  we  (hall  not  fcruple  to  take  notice,  that  in  this  third  year  of  King 
James,  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafled,  cap.  22.  for  paving  of  St.  Giles's  and  Drury-lane ;  where- 
in St.  Giles  in  the  Fields  was  tlien  ftill  deemed  a  feparate  town  or  village  from  the  great  con- 
tiguity, and  was  till  now  unpaved,  and  very  foul  and  miry.  What  we  now  call  Broad  St. 
Giles's,  is  in  this  aft  called  "  The  ftreet  in  that  part  of  the  town  of  St.  Giles,  leading  to 
••  Holborn." 

In  the  Introduftion  to  the  Colleftion  of  Voyages  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  Phi- 
lip III.  King  of  Spain,  iiTued  a  fevere  declaration,  prohibiting  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
Provinces  from  any  trade  to  the  dominions  of  Spain,  or  to  the  Eaft  or  Weft  Indies.  But  the 
Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  were  fo  far  from  being  overawed  tliereby,  that  it  rather  infpircd 
them  with  frclh  rcfolution  and  diligence.  Whereupon  they  almoft  immediately  fent  out  eleven 
jQiips,  prepared  as  well  for  war  as  for  commerce  :  they  were  foon  followed  by  eight  more,  well 
fupplied  with  foldiers,  who  were  to  remain  and  keep  garrifon  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  where  they 
firft  poffeffed  themfelves  of  the  fort  of  Amboyna;  and  after  taking  feveral  Spanifli  and  Portu- 
guefe  prizes,  tl^y  entirely  diflodged  thofe  two  nations  from  the  Molucca  ifles.  But,  without 
fiitiguing  the  reader  with  an  account  of  all  the  feveral  voyages  of  that  Dutch  Company,  and 
the  numberlefs  defeats  of,  and  captures  from  the  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe,  both  in  India,  and 
on  their  voyages  to  and  fronv  India  ;  we  fliall  here  only  fummarily  obferve,  that  they  gradu- 
ally gained  fo  great  an  afcendant  over  them  in  that  part  of  the  globe,  as  put  them  in  full  pof- 
feflion  of  an  immenfe  commerce  there :  fo  that  they  at  length  cftablifhed  their  faftories  and 
fettlements  from  Balibra,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Tigris,  in  the  Perfian  Gulph,  and  fo  along 
the  coafts  and  ifles  of  India,  even  to  Japan,  making  alliances  with  many  Indian  Princes ;  being 
moreover  become  Sovereigns  in  many  parts  of  India,  as  of  tlie  coafts  of  the  fine  ifle  of  Ceylon, 
of  Pellicate,  Mafulipatan,  Negapatam,  and  many  other  places  along  the  coafts  of  Coroman- 
del ;  of  Cochin,  CananrK>re,  Cranganore,  and  other  places  along  the  coafts  of  Malabar;  of 
the  beft  part  of  the  great  ifle  of  Java,  with  Batavia,  their  great  emporium  there,  the  center  of 
all  their  Indian  commerce.  They  are  fovereigns  alfo  of  the  Moluccas,  and  other  fpice  iflands ; 
until  at  length  they  became  fo  potent,  as  to  have  been  able  to  fend  out  a  fleet  in  India  of  forty 
or  fifty  capital,  fliips,  and  a  landarmy  of  thirty  thoufand  men.  h\  this  year  they  again  divi* 
ded  fifteen  per  cent,  on  their  capital  to  their  proprietors. 

The  riches  brought  home  to  Europe  by  the  feveral  nations  now  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies^ 

excited  the  emulation  of  the  court  of.  Denmark  to  attempt  afliorter  way  thither  by  the  north- 
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1605  weft,  although  fo  often  before  fruitlefsly  attempted  by  others.     King  Chriftian  IV.  this  year> 

fent  out  three  fhips  into  Frobifher's  Straits,  which  traded  with  the  natives,  fome  of  whom  they 
brought  home  to  Copenhagen.  They  repeated  thefc  attempts  thither  for  feveral  fucceeding 
years,  but  made  no  material  difcovcry. 

About  this  time  coaches  came  to  be  in  general  ufe  by  the  nobility  and  gentry  at  London;  yet 
hackney-coaches  in  the  ftreets  of  London  were  not  as  yet  known,  nor  ftage-coaches  to  and 
from  the  country. 

1606  Further  attempts  for  the  fuppofed  north-weft  paflage  to  China,  were  not  as  yet  laid  afidc 
by  England.  The  people  of  Hull,  who  traded  much  and  early  in  the  fifliery  on  the 
coafts  of  Iceland  and  Norway,  made  alfo  forae  eflays  for  that  paflage  on  the  coafts  of  Green- 
land :  and  in  the  year  1606,  the  Ruflia  and  Eaft  India  Companies  joined  in  fending  out  one 
John  Knight,  who  had  been  employed  for  the  fame  purpofe,  the  preceding  year,  by  the  court 
of  Denmark  ;  but  he  returned  without  any  manner  of  difcovery  or  benefit;  only,  they  now 
firft  began  to  kill  morfes,  or  fea-horfes,  with  lances,  whofc  teeth  being  in  thofetimes  efteemed 
better  than  ivory,  they  brought  home  many  of  them,  as  alfo  much  of  their  oil,  with  thirty 
tons  of  lead  ore  from  Cherry  Ifle,  fo  named  from  Sir  Francis  Cherry ;  a  fhip  of  his  having 
difcovered  it  in  the  year  1603.  In  1608  and  1610,  the  Ruflia  Company  took  poflcflion  of 
Cherry  Iflc,  and  brought  home  a  confidcrable  quantity  of  morfes  teeth ^and  oil.  In  Gull 
Ifland  they  difcovered  three  lead  mines,  and  one  of  coal. 

In  the  third  year  of  King  James,  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafled,  with  dire£lions  how  a  paflage 
may  be  made  by  water  from  Lpndon  to  Oxford  ;  but  as  this  Jaw  did  not  anfwer  expeftation, 
it  was  repealed,  as  we  fhall  fee,  by  one  of  the  twenty-firft  of  this  reign,  cap.  32. 

In  this  year  a  new  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  and  an  alliance,  was  concluded  between 
King  James  I.  of  England,  and  King  Henry  IV.  of  France,  for  their  mutual  defence  againft 
Spain,  and  for  fupporting  the  United  Netherlands.  It  is  in  the  fixteenth  volume  of  the 
Foedera,  p.  644,  &c.     What  relates  to  commerce,  is  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 

**  I.  The  duties  and  cuftoms  in  both  countries  to  be  the  fame  as  in  former  treaties. 

"  II.  In  the  ports  of  London,  for  England,  and  of  Rouen,  &c.  for  France,  all  controver- 
**  fies  between  merchants,  fliall  be  referred  to  two  merchants  of  each  nation,  who  fhall  be 
"  called  Confervators  of  tlie  Commerce,  and  ftiall  take  an  oath  for  the  faithful  execution  of 
"  their  faid  office,  and  Ihall  be  appointed  anew  every  year.  They  fliall  fee  to  the  juftnefs  of 
"  weights  and  meafures;  and  thofe  in  France  to  the  goodnefs  of  Englifli  woollen  cloth;  and 
"  that  which  ftiall  appear  to  be  bad,  fliall  be  re-exported  to  England,  but  without  confifcation, 
**  however,  or  the  paying  of  any  duty  at  the  removal  or  return  of  fach  cloth. 

*'  III.  If  in  any  fllip  of  either  party,  there  be  found  goods  not  entered,  which  fliould  have 
"  paid  cuftom,  only  the  faid  goods,  but  none  of  the  other  goods  in  fuch  fliips  ftiall  be  for- 
"  felted. 

"  IV.  Merchants  dying  in  either  country,  may  freely  bequeath  tlieir  cfFe£ls,  according  to 
"  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  their  own  refpeftive  countries. 

"  V.  All  letters  of  reprifals  fliall  be  called  in  on  both  fides." — See  alfo  vol.  11.  p.  147  and 
156,  of  the  Colleftion  of  Treaties,  publiflied  in  1732. 

N.  B.  In  this  treaty  the  ifles  of  Gucrnfey  and  Jerfey  are  included  by  name. 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  659,  wc  have  the  firft  inftance  to  be  found  in  the  Foedera,  of  an 
Englifli  minifter  appointed  to  rcfide  in  Turkey  :  being  "  King  James's  letters^patent  to  Tho- 
"  mas  Glover,  io  be  his  envoy  and  agent  in  the  dominions  of  Sultan  Achmct,  the  Grand 
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1606  "  Signior,  who^"  fays  this  record,  **  has  freely  given  his  confent,  that  our  merchants  may 
**  trade  to  his  dominions.  Liberty  is  hereby  given  to  the  faid  Thomas  Glover,  to  rcfidc  in 
"  what  part  of  Turkey  he  fhall  think  beft,  and  to  appoint  confuls  for  the  good  government  of 
"  the  Englilh  in  the  other  proper  ports."  This  was  in  confequence  of  tlic  newly  incorpora- 
ted Levant  Company  of  the  preceding  year,  erefted  in  perpetuity. 

After  the  laft  recited  treaty  between  England  and  France,  Mezerai  relates,  that  King  Henry 
the  Fourth  of  France,  appHed  hirafclf  to  the  procuring  of  money  to  be  more  plentiful  in  his 
kingdom,  and  of  quicker  circulation  ;  whereby  his  fubfidies  might  be  increafed.  Moreover, 
commerce  appearing  to  him  to  be  one  of  the  moft  certain  means  leading  to  that  end,  he  ar- 
dently defired  to  make  it  flourifti,  having  now  erefted  a  council  for  that  purpofe. 

**  And  becaufe  he  was  not  potent  enough  on  the  ocean,  and  that  the  expence  of  obtaining 
•*  the  fame  was  great,  and  the  profit  a  long  time,  and  very  uncertain  in  its  coming,  he  be- 
"  lieved  he  (hould  fucceed  better  and  fooner  by  the  improvement  and  increafe  of  his  home 
**  manufaftures,  of  which,  about  this  time,  he  fet  up  feveral  forts  :  as, 

**  I.  Tapeftries,  of  the  richeft  fabric,  in  Paris,  by  means  of  divers  excellent  artifts,  whom 
*'  he  invited  from  Flanders. 

**  II.  Gilt-leather  hangings. 

**  III.  Mills  for  working  and  cleaning  of  iron. 

**  IV.  Gauzes  and  thin  linen  cloth. 

**  V.  Pottery,  or  fine  earthen-ware. 

*•  VI.  Glafs-houfes  forchryflaline. 

**  VII.  Cloth  and  ferges,  fluffs  and  filks,  in  divers  parts  of  the  king<Jom,  with  feveral  other 
«<  works.'' 

Captain  Gofnold  having,  fince  his  lafl  voyage  to  the  coaft  of  Virginia,  in  the  year  1602, 
given  an  advantageous  defcription  of  the  country,  as  Raleigh  and  others  had  done  before,  the 
gentlemen  and  merchants  of  England  began  to  entertain  frelh  hopes  of  planting  a  permanent 
colony  there :  and  both  the  London  and  Briflol  merchants  had,  for  three  or  four  years  paft, 
traded,  as  Gofnold  had  alfo  done,  for  fuch  commodities  as  the  Indians  on  the  coafls  of  that 
country  could  fupply.  Captain  Gilbert  alfo,  in  this  year  1606,  was  the  firfl  who  failed  up^ 
and  landed  in  the  great  bay  of  Chefapeak,  where  he  lofl  his  life.  Moreover,  Captain  Wey- 
mouth, fitted  out  by  the  Earl  of  Southampton  and  the  Lord  Arundel  of  Wardour,  in  the  year 
1605,  had  traded  alfo  on  thofe  coafts  with  the  Indians,  by  bartering  his  beads,  knives, 
combs,  &c.  for  their  furs,  fkins,  &c.  to  vaft  profit.  At  length,  after  much  folicitation,  Cap- 
tain Gofnold,  in  this  fame  year  1606,  obtained  of  King  James  a  charter  for  two  companies: 
the  firfl,  called  the  South  Virginia  Company,  comprehending  the  now  named  provinces  of 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Carolina,  lying  between  latitude  thirty-four  and  latitude  forty-one 
north ;  the  principal  patentees  being  Sir  Thomas  Gates,  Sir  George  Somers,  Edward  Wing- 
field,  Efq.  and  the  ingenious  Mr.  Hakluyt,  Prebendary  of  Weflminfler. — Thefe  were  called 
the  London  Adventurers. 

The  next  company  was  called  the  Plymouth  Adventurers,  who  were  empowered  to  plant 
and  inhabit  as  far  as  to  forty  five  degrees  of  north  latitude,  in  which  compafs  was  included 
what  is  now  called  Pennfylvania,  New  Jerfey,  New  York,  and  New  England  :  but  thefe  laft 
were  not  fettled  till  fomc  years  after  this  grant. 

The  firfl,  or  London  Company,  which  more  properly  ought  to  be  called  the  Virginia 
Company,  did,  in  this  fame  year  1606,  fend  out  two  Ihips,  in  which  went  Mr.  Percy,  the 
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1606  Earl  of  Northumberland's  brother,  ^nd  four  more  of  the  council  of  that  company,  carrying 
with  them  i  clergyman,  feveral  artificers  and  tools,  provifions,  ammunition,  &c.  They 
landed  and  fortified  themfelves  three  miles  from  the  mouth  of  Powhatan,  now  James  river^ 
within  the  great  bay  of  Chefapeak,  and  named  their  firft  fettlement  James-town,  as  it  is  ftill 
named  in  our  days.  This  therefore  was  properly  the  firft  Englifh  colony  on  the  continent  of 
America  which  took  root,  and  has  proved  permanent  to  the  prefent  times,  all  former  attempts^ 
having  proved  abortive.  Here  one  hundred  men  fettled,  with  all  ncccflaries,  and  Captain 
John  Smith,  who  has  written  the  firft  account  of  the  country,  was  left  to  be  their  principal 
direftor :  and  the  Earl  of  Southampton,  joining  himfelf  to  this  company,  procured  Sir  Tho* 
mas  Dale,  an  experienced  foldier  in  the  Netherland  wars,  to  be  their  firft  governor.  Some  of 
the  other  principal  managers  were  Sir  Edwin  Sandys,  Sir  John  Danvers,  Sir  Maurice  Ab- 
bott, Alderman  Abdy,  &c.  Thefe  gentlemen  prevailed  on  the  great  Sir  Francis  Bacon  to 
write  his  excellent  Inftruftions  concerning  New  Colonies,  which  are  printed  amongft  his 
other  eflays. 

It  is  very  true,  that  the  yellow  ifinglafs  duft  found  in  James  river,  and  other  golden  dreams^ 
fufpended,  for  a  time,  the  proper  improvement  of  that  infant  plantation,  which  was  alfo  great- 
ly obftrufted  by  their  many  fquabbles  with  the  native  Indians,  then  very  numerous  there : 
but,  as  they  were  regularly  fupplicd  with  neceflaries  and  recruits  from  England,  they  at  length 
overcame  all  difficulties ;  the  greateft  of  which  was,  perhaps,  their  own  inteftine  divifions  and 
bad  conduft,  which  often  brought  them  into  great  diftrefs. 

In  this  year  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  is  faid  to  have  divided  to  Its  members  feventy- 
five  per  cent,  on  its  capital  of  fix  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  guilders  :  fo  that  the  firft  fubfcri- 
bers  were  now  re-imburfed  ninety  per  cent,  of  their  original  fubfcription,  including  the  for- 
mer dividend  of  fifteen  percent,  in  the  year  1605,  exclufive  of  the  fifteen  per  cent,  in  1603, 
got  chiefly  by  prizes  rather  than  commerce :  fo  prodigious  already  was  their  fuccefs  in  India- 

In  the  fourth  year  of  King  James,  the  Company  of  Merchant-adventurers  of  the  city  of 
Exeter  obtained  an  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  9.  for  confirming  a  charter  Which  Queen  Elizabeth 
had  granted  them,  in  the  fecond  year  of  her  reign,  1560,  for  an  exclufivc  trade  to  the  doipi- 
nions  of  France.  This  was  a  proper  monopoly  legally  eftablilhed,  but  as  far  only  as  related 
to  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  not  free  of  that  company ;  for  which  this  ftatute  affigns 
the  grounds,  viz.  *'  The  inconveniencies  arifing  from  the  exceffivc  number  of  ignorant  arti- 
•*  ficers,  &c.  who  in  that  city  took  upon  them  to  ufc  the  fcicncc,  art,  and  myftery  of  mer- 
**  chandize.*' 

In  the  fame  fcffion  of  Parliament,  and  the  very  next  ftatute,  tlie  town  of  Southampton  ob- 
tained power  to  exclude  eveiy  one  from  merchandizing,  and  buying  and  felling  in  that  town^ 
who  (hall  not  be  free  of  the  fame  town ;  with  an  exemption,  however,  of  the  barons  and 
freemen  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  whofc  privileges  of  buying  and  felling  there  are  hereby  pre- 
fcrved  entire.  Both  which  monopolies,  though  merely  local,  would,  neverthelefs,  in  our 
more  experienced  days,  be  deemed  by  wife  men,  an  unreafonable  reftraint. 

Our  great  Camden  now  firft  publiftied,  in  Latin,  his  celebrated  work  entitled  Britannia  ; 
between  which  time  and  our  own  days,  the  ftate  or  condition  of  many  Englrfti  towns  is  great- 
ly altered  for  the  better,  by  means  of  the  general  increafe  of  commerce.  For  inftance,  Cam- 
den, fpeaking  of  Lyme,  in  Dorfetfhirc,  calls  it  a  little  town,  fcarcely  to  be  reputed  a  fea-port 
town  or  haven,  though  frequented  by  fifhcrmea :  yet  this  fame  once  contemptible  place  is  now 
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1606  become  a  greatly  enlarged  town,  and  a  port  of  good  (hipping,  having  a  fine  pier,  and  many 
refpeftable  merchants. 

The  town  and  port  of  Poole,  alfo  in  the  faid  county,  is  greatly  increafed  in  fhips  and  mer- 
chants, fince  a  little  before  Camden's  time ;  when,  according  to  him,  the  bulk  of  its  inhabi- 
tants were  a  few  fiftiermen. 

The  fea-port  town  of  Sunderland  had  no  exiftence  in  Camden's  time,  otherwife  it  could  not 
have  efcaped  the  notice  of  that  accurate  author;  and  the  fame  may  be  obferved  of  Falmouth, 
now  a  well  frequented  port.  Of  Briftol  we  have  elfewhere  related  the  great  improvements ; 
and  yet  much  more  of  Liverpool ;  alfo  of  Newcaftle,  and  many  others,  both  fca-ports  and 
inland  towns,  where  manufaftures  now  greatly  flourifh  ;  as  Norwich,  Leeds,  I^alifax,  Bir- 
,  mingham,  Mancheftcr,  &c. 

It  muft,  however,  be  admitted,  on  the  other  hand,  that  fome  few  Englifti  towns  have  fuf- 
fered  a  great  declenfion,  which  in  old  times  were  much  more  confiderable ;  particularly  the 
cities  of  York  and  Lincoln  :  the  latter^fpecially  muft  have  had  a  fudden  as  well  as  a  very 
grievous  decay  in  Camden's  time  ;  who,  obferving  how  much  the  city  of  Lincoln  was  funk 
and  decayed,  under  the  weight  of  time  and'antiquity,  adds,  **  That  of  fifty  churches  which  were 
**  remembered  to  have  been  in  it  by  our  grandfathers,  there  are  now  fcarce  eighteen  remain- 
**  ing."  Since  Camden's  time  they  are  reduced  to  thirteen,  and  thofe,  in  general,  of  no  very 
admirable  ftrufture. 

1607  Since  we  are  upon  this  fubjeft  of  the  increafe  and  declenfion  of  cities,  Thuanus,  who  like- 
wife  wrote  in  1607,  fpeaking  of  the  famous  commercial  city  of  Dantzick,  obferves,  **  That 
"  from  a  fmall  and  obfcure  beginning,  it  has  fince  fo  greatly  increafed,  that  at  this  day  it  may 
**  be  efteemed  the  moft  frequented  and  richeft  emporium  not  only  of  the  north  and  weft,  but 
"  even  the  whole  earth." — Sed  totius  orbis  emporium  frequent  tjjimum  ditiffimumque  hodie  habeatur, 
Frankfort  edition,  1614,  vol.  iii.  oftavo,  p.  324. 

Which  charafter  was  furely  ftretched  too  far,  fince  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  Amftcr- 
dam  was  at  that  very  time  much  more  frequented  by  fhipping,  of  greater  magnitude,  of  a  more 
extenfive  commerce,  and  more  opulent  than  Dantzick.  But,  be  that  as  it  may,  Dantzick  is 
fince,  in  fome  degree,  declined  from  its  former  profperity,  though  ftill  a  noble  apd  opulent 
city. 

In  Sir  Ralph  Winwood's  Memorials  of  Affairs  of  State,  vol.  ii.  p.  351,  we  meet  with  a 
Hate  of  the  debt  due  from  the  United  Netherlands  to  the  crown  of  England,  as  it  flood  in  this 
fame  year  1607  ;  partly  contrafted  on  account  of  the  troops  fent  to  their  afliftance,  and  partly 
alfo  for  the  expence  of  the  Englifh  garrifons  in  the  cautionary  towns  ;  the  whole  now  amount- 
ing to  eight  hundred  and  eighteen  thoufand  four  hundred  and  eight  pounds  fterling  money. 

The  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  this  year,  is  again  faid  to  have  divided  feventy-five  per 
cent,  to  its  proprietors.  How  vaft  muft  the  profits  of  that  trade  then  have  been  ! — Yet  others 
write,  that  they  divided  only  twenty-five  per  cent,  at  this  time. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  660,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  fee  King  James's  charter  of  licence, 
for  feven  years  following,  to  Richard  Penkevell,  of  Cornwall,  Efquire,  and  his  colleagues, 
**  For  the  fole  difcoveryof  a  paflage  to  China,  Cathay,  the  Moluccas,  and  other  parts  of  the 
**  Eaft  Indies,  by  the  north,  north-eaft,  or  north -weft.     He  and  his  afTociates  were  hereby 

incorporated  by  the  peculiar  name  of  The  Colleagues  of  the  Fellowfliip  for  the  Difcovery 

of  the  North  Paflage.     They  were  to  enjoy  for  ever  all  the  lands  they  (hould  difcover,  not 

already  found  by  any  Chriftians,  refcrving  to  the  crown  the  fuprcme  fovereignty,  and  alfo 
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167       certain  prerogatives,  duties,  &c,"— But  as  nothing  followed,  that  we  can  learn,  from  thi^ 
charter,  we  need  fay  nothing  further  about  it. 

Whether  Captain  Henry  Hudfon,  who  is  perpetuated  by  giving  a  title  to  the  vaft  bay  that 
bears  his  name,  was  any  way  connefted  with  the  laft-mentioned  fellowfliip,  we  fhall  not  take 
upon  us  to  determine.  In  this  fame  year,  however,  he  failed  as  far  north  as  eighty  degrees  and 
a  half,  in  queft  of  the  faid  paffage  ;  and  he  made  a  limilar  attempt  the  following  year,  1608,  to 
a  little  purpofe,  after  having  in  vain  tried  a  north- eaft  paffage  by  Nova  Zembla. 

There  having  been  of  late  years  many  enclofures  made  of  heaths,  commons,  and  other 
wafte  grounds  in  England,  the  poor  peafantry  or  cottagers  of  feveral  counties,  in  this  fame 
year,  made  a  kind  of  ridtous  infurreftioit  on  that  account ;  which,  however,  was  foon  quelled^ 

The  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  now  equipped  three  fhips,  which  they  fent  out  oa 
their  third  voyage  to  India.  But  as  it  would  be  equally  tirefome  and  unprofitable  to  relate  what 
is  to  be  found  in  fo  many  other  works,  it  rs  perhaps  more  than  enough  to  remark,  that  the 
fupcriorinduftry  of  the  Dutch  in  India,  had  already  been  beforehand  with  us  at  the  Spice 
iilands,  of  which  they  foon  after  this  time  made  themfelves  fovercigns,  as  they  remain  at  this 
day : — And  that  the  Portuguefe  Jefuits  at  the  Mogul's  court,  ftill  continued  equal  enemies  to 
both  Englifh  and  Dutch  in  India. 

Under  this  year,  Mezerai,  though  a  Popifh  author,  writing  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  IV^ 
of  France,  highly  commends  the  ftate  of  Venice,  for  fo  wifely  confulting  the  true  intereft  of 
their  people.  For,  finding  many  inconveniencies  from  the  indifcreet  zeal  of  perfons,  efpe- 
cially  on  their  death-beds,  they  did  not  fcruple  to  prohibit,  in  the  year  1603, 

Firft,  The  building  of  churches,  convents,  or  hofpitals,  without  the  Senate's  permlffion. 

Secondly,  In  1605,  that  no  ecclefiaftic  be  allowed  to  leave,  bequeath,  or  engage  any  goods 
to  the  church. 

Thirdly,  That  none  fhall  henceforth  give  any  eftate  in  lands  to  the  clergy,  nor  to  religious 
orders,  without  the  confent  of  the  Senate,  who  would  allow  of  it  upon  good  confideration.— • 
And  upon  Pope  Paul  the  Fifth's  ftorming  thereat,  the  Senate  anfwered,  moft  wifely,  **  That 
**  it  was  not  juft,  that  fuch  lands  as  maintained  the  fubjefts,  and  was  to  bear  the  charges  of 
*^*  the  flate,  fhould  fall  into  mortmain  :"  quoting  alfo  the  like  praftice  of  the  Emperors  Va- 
Icntinian  and  Charlemagne;  of  all  the  French  Kings  from  St.  Louis  to  Henry  III.  of  Kin^ 
Edward  I.  of  England;  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  &c.— And,  which  is  moft  memorable, 
although  the  Pope  interdifted  the  Republic,  and  excommunicated  the  Senate,  in  the  year  1607,. 
yet  many  of  their  bifhops  and  clergy  continued  firm  to  the  Senate,  notvvithftanding  all  the 
thunder  of  the  Vatican. 
1608  The  manufafture  of  alum  was,  in  the  year  i6o8j  firft  invented  and  fuccefsfully  praflifed  in; 
England ;  being  happily  encouraged  and  propagated  in  Yorkfhire  by  the  Lord  Sheffield,  Sir 
John  Bburcher,  and  other  landed  gentlemen  of  that  county;  to  the  very  great  benefit  of  Eng- 

land  in  general,  and  to  the  fingular  great  emolument  of  the  proprietors  thereof  to  this  day. 

King  James  was  a  great  encourager  of  thefe  alum  works  ;  having,  by  the  advice  of  his  minif- 
ters,  affumed  the  monopoly  of  it  to  himfelf,  and  therefore  he  prohibited  the  importation  of 
foreign  alum. 

But  that  King  was  not  at  all  fuccefsful  in  his  laudable  zeal  for  the  propagation  offilk  in 
England,  in  imitation  of  King  Henry  IV.  of  France.  He,  in  this  year  1608,  fent  circular 
ktters  into  all  the  counties  of  England  for  the  planting  of  mulberry  trees ;  for  which  end  he 
caufed  printed  inftruftions  to  be  publifhed,  as  alfo  for  the  breeding  and  feeding  of  filk-worms^ 

**  Having; 
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i6o8  "  Having  fcen,"  fays  King  James,  **  In  a  few  years  fpace,  that  our  brother,  the  French  King, 
**  hath,  fince  his  coming  to  that  crown,  both  begun  and  brought  to  perfeftion  the  making  of 
^*  lilk  in  his  country;  whereby  he  hath  won  to  himfelf  honour,  and  to  his  fubjefis  a  marvel- 
*'  ous  increafe  of  weahh."  This  was  very  true ;  but  experience  has  fhcwn,  that  neither  that 
King,  nor  any  of  his  fucceflbrs,  have  been  able  to  propagate  filk,  in  any  quantity,  north  of 
the  river  Loire,  and  much  lefs  fo  far  north  as  about  Paris. 

Hitherto  the  Enghfh  were  but  little  ikilled  in  dying  and  drefling  their  own  woollen  cloths: 
they  therefore  ufually  fent  them  white  into  Holland,  where  they  were  dyed  and  drcflcd,  and 
then  fent  back  to  England  for  fale.  This  may  feem  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  thofe  who  made 
the  fineft  cloth  in  the  world,  could  not  perform  the  finifhing  parfs  at  home.  But  the  faft  was 
really  fo.  Alderman  Cockayne,  and  fome  other  merchants,  reflefting  on  the  great  profit  made 
by  the  Hollanders  in  this  branch  of  trade,  and  knowing  alfo  King  James's  prqfufenefs,  and 
his  conftant  neceffities,  becaufe  of  his  utter  avcrfion  to  the  aflcing  money  of  a  Parliament ;  they 
propofed  to  the  King  to  undertake  the  dying  and  drefling  of  cloths  at  home,  andof  hpw  great 
profit  it  would  be  to  the  public  and  to  his  Majefty  ;  whereupon  Cockayne  obtained  a  patent 
for  it,  cxclufive  of  all  others :  and  the  King  was  to  have  the  monbpoly  of  the  falc  of  fuch 
home-dyed  cloths.  In  order  thereto,  the  King  iflued  a  proclamation,  prohibiting  any  white 
cloths  to  be  fent  beyond-fea ;  feizing,  at  the  fame  time,  the  charter  of  the  Company  of  Mer- 
chant-adventurers, which  empowered  them  to  export  white  cloths.  The  Hollanders,  and 
German  cities,  on  the  other  fide,  refenting  this,  prohibited  the  importation  of  all  Eng- 
lilh  dyed  cloths.  Thus  was  commerce  thrown  into  confufion ;  Cockayne  being  difabled  from 
felling  his  clotli  any  where  but  at  home :  befidc  that,  his  cloths  were  worfe  done,  and  yet  were 
clearer  than  thofe  finilhed  in  Holland.  There  was  a  very  great  clamour  therefore  raifed  againft 
this  new  proje£t  by  the  weavers  now  employed,  &c.  fo  that  the  King  was  obliged  to  permit 
the  exportation  of  a  limited  quantity  of  white  cloths  :  and  a  few  years  after,  in  the  year  1615, 
for  quieting  the  people,  he  found  himfelf  under  the  neceflity  of  annulling  Cockayne's  patent, 
and  reftoring  that  of  the  Merchant-adventurers,  who  feem  to  have  gained  over  the  Lord 
Chancellor  Bacon  to  their  fide  ;  and,  in  a  letter  to  King  James,  printed  in  his  Refufcitatio, 
concerning  Cockayne's  new  company,  he  complains,  **  That  they  atfirft  undertook  to  dye  and 
**  drefs  all  the  cloths  of  the  realm;  yet,  foon  after,  tliey  wound  themfelves  into  the  trade*  of 
*'  whites.  This  feeding  of  the  foreigner,"  (meaning  the  Dutch)  fays  that  great  man,  **  may 
*'  be  dangerous.  For,  as  we  may  think  to  hold  up  our  cloathing  by  vent  of  whites,  till  we 
**  can  dye  and  drefs ;  fo  the  Dutch  will  think  to  hold  up  their  manufaftures  of  dying  and 
**  drefling  upon  our  whites,  till  they  can  cloathe." 

In  this  opinion  his  Lcrrdftiip  was  a  true  prophet;  though  in  what  he  adds,  we  may  fome- 
what diflent  from  him. 

*'  I  confefs,  I  did  ever  think,  that  trading  in  companies  is  moll  agreeable  to  the  Englilh 
**  nature,  which  wanteth  that  fame  general  vein  of  a  republic  which  runneth  in  the  Dutch, 
**  and  ferves  them  inftead  of  a  company  ;  and  therefore  I  dare  not  advife  to  adventure  this  great 
"  trade  of  the  kingdom,  which  hath  been  fo  long  under  government,  in  a  free  or  loofc  trade." 
And  thus,  merely  by  proceeding  too  precipitately,  an  art,  which  afterwards  was  gradually 
brought  to  abfolute  perfeftion  in  England,  was  now  deemed  imprafticable  for  our  people  to 
perform. 

In  the  fame  fixteenth  volume,  p.  667,  of  Rymer's  Fcedera,  King  James  enters  into  a  new 

dcfenfive  treaty  with  the  States  of  the  United  Netherlands  :  by  which  **  he  engages  to  defend 

3  *'  them. 
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1608  "  them  and  their  country  againft  all  invafions  and  injuries  whatever;  and  to  affift  them  with 
**  twenty  Ihips  of  war,  each  from  three  hundred  to  fix  hundred  tons  burden;  alfo,  with  fix 
**  thoufand  foot,  and  four  hundred  horfe.  And  they,  on  the  other  fide,  engage  to  aflift  him 
*'  with  four  thoufand  foot,  and  three  hundred  horfe.  But  this  treaty  was  not  to  take  place 
**  till  after  the  prefent  peace." — Meaning  the  peace  now  treating  of  between  Spain  and  the 
States. 

Another  treaty,  of  this  fame  date,  concerns  the  arrears  of  debts  due  to  King  James  by  the 
States,  as  well  as  commercial  privileges. 

**  i.  The  States  hereby  acknowledge  eight  hundred  and  eighteen  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
**  eight  pounds  fterling  to  be  due  to  the  King," — as  we  have  obferved  under  the  preceding  year 
from  Winwood's  Memorials, — •*  of  which  fum  he  will  expeft  nothing  for  the  firfl  two  years 
"  after  the  peace,"  (/.  e.  with  Spain  as  above)  ^*  in  order  for  their  affairs  to  be  better  cfta- 
"  blilhed :  and  after  the  faid  two  years,  he  will  be  content  with  annual  payments  of  fixty 
**  thoufand  pounds,  until  all  be  paid  off. 

**  II.  The  Englifli  Merchant-Adventurers  fhall  enjoy  all  their  wonted  privileges  in  the 
^*  Seven  Provinces,  for  the  mutual  advancement  of  the  commerce  of  both  nations." 

This  year  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  is  faid  to  have  divided  forty  per  cent,  on  their  ca- 
pital to  all  their  proprietors. 

Captain  Henry  Hudfon,  who,  as  we  have  already  related,  failed  up  and  gave  name  to  Hud^ 
fon's  Bay,  and  made  alfo  feveral  difcoveries  in  North  Virginia,  as  it  was  then  called,  where 
he  alfo  gave  the  name  to  Hudfon's  River.  He  is  faid  to  have  made  a  formal  fale  of  lands  lying 
on  that  river  in  the  year  1608,  including  therein  Martha's  Vineyard  and  Elizabetli's  Ifland, 
(now  part  of  New  England)  to  certain  Hollanders  ;  who,  thereupon,  began  to  plant  and  im- 
prove it  very  fail.  They  named  the  country  New  Netherland,  and  built  there  the  city  of  Nevr 
Amfterdam,  fince  named  New  York,  and  the  Fort  of  Orange,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  up  Hudfon's  River,  fince  named  the  city  of  Albany.  Certainly^  if  any  fuch  fale  was 
made  by  Hudfon,  or  any  one  elfe,  it  could  not  be  valid  ;  fince  it  was  conveying  part  of  the 
King's  dominions  to  a  foreign  nation,  without  the  participation  of  the  crown  and  kingdom. 
But,  in  tliofe  eaYly  times,  fuch  matters  were  too  little  regarded,  the  country  of  Virginia  being 
fo  extenfive,  and  our  court  little  knowing,  forefeeing,  or  confidering  of  how  much  value  fuch 
unfettled  lands  might  afterwards  prove.  In  much  later  times,  however,  the  fame  fupinenefs 
has  proved  a  noble  harveft  to  the  French  in  North  America,  to  our  ineflimable  damage.  'And 
a  fimilat  negligence  in  us,  and  much  more  in  the  court  of  Spain,  has  likewife  made  the  French 
fo  formidable  in  the  Weft  Indies  fo  lately  as  in  our  father's  days. 

In  this  nunncr  did  the  Hollanders  go  on,  greatly  improving  their  New  Netherland,  without 
any  effeSual  check  or  difturbance  from  England  even  until  King  Charles  the  Second's  firft  war 
with  Holland.  The  States  General,  in  the  placart  or  patent  eftablifhing  their  Weft  India 
Company,  cxprefely  included  New  Netherland  therein  :  which,  however,  we  fhall  fee  in  its 
proper  place,  they  were  unable  to  keep,  as  their  title  to  it  was  fo  very  imperfeft. 

1609  In  the  year  1609,  Captain  Henry  Hudfon  made  a  third  attempt  for  a  north-weft  paflage  to 
China ;  but,  being  again  obftrufted  by  ice,  fogs,  and  crofs  winds,  he  failed  back  to  the  iflc 
Faro,  and  from  thence  to  Newfoundland,  &c.  and  fo  home. 

In  this  year.  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  the  truly  eminent  and  moft  learned  Antiquary  of  his  time, 

wrote  an  ingenious  and  judicious  eflay,  intitled.  The  Manner  and  Means  how  the  Kings  of 

England  have,  from  Time  to  Time,  fupported  and  repaired  their  Eftates.     It  was  probably 

Vol.  II.  G  g  written 
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1609  written  for  King  James's  private  ufe,  who  had  certainly  great  need  of  means  to  repair  hfs 
cftate,  as  he  was  always  in  a  neceffitous  condition  :  occafioned  by  his  thriftlefs  and  injudicious 
extravagance.  This  cflay  was  printed  in  his  pofthumous  works,  in  1651.  He  therein 
ftarted  a  thought  to  that  King,  which  helped,  for  a  while,  to  fupply  his  ncceffities,  and 
which  he  put  in  praftice  two  years  after,  viz.  in  the  year  1611,  **  For  his  Majefty  to  make 
**  a  degree  of  Honour  Hereditary,  as  Baronets,  next  under  Barons,  and  grant  them  in  tail; 
•*  taking  of  every  one,  a  thoufand  pounds  in  fine,  it  would  raife  with  eafe  one  hundred  thou- 
f  pounds." 

In  cafe  of  a  fettled  peace  in  America,  might  not  a  new  degree  of  honour,  (or,  perhaps,  zn 
old  one,  limited  to  our  ifland  and  continent  plantations)  raife  a  confiderable  fum,  to  be  applied 
folely  for  making  the  moft  needful  improvements  in  ourfeveral  colonies? 

The  ingenious  author  of  The  prefent  State  of  England,  printed  in  the  year  1683,  part  iii. 
p.  259,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  feveral  notices  of  the  fame  kind,  fixes  the  sera  of  mulber- 
ry trees  being  firft  planted  in  England,  to  have  been  in  this  year  1609 :  a  fruit  now  fb  com- 
mon every  where,  and  fo  hardy  as  to  thrive  in  fomc  of  the  clofeft  parts  of  the  very  heart  of  the 
city  of  London. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  678,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  meet  with  the  laft  infiance  of  the 
crown  of  England's  taking  the  benefit  of  the  old  ftatute  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  King  Ed- 
ward the  Third,  **  For  levying  an  Aid  of  twenty  Shillings  on  every  Knight's  Fee  imme- 
**  diatcly  held  of  the  King ;  and  the  fame  Sum  on  every  twenty  Pounds  yearly  in  Lands, 
*«  held  immediately  of  the  Crown  in  Soccage.  For  making  the  King's  eldeft  Son  a 
"  Knight." — fPour  /aire  Fils  Chevalier.)  This  aid  was  in  favour  of  Prince  Henry, 
King  James's  eldeft  fon,  not  yet  created  Prince  of  Wales,  tliough  fifteen  years  old.  And 
it  was  levied  with  all  poffible  difpatch  all  over  England;  being  a  feafonable  fupply  of  the  King's 
wants. 

In  this  year  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Conrpany  is  faid  to  have  divided  only  twenty  per  cent,  on 
their  capital. 

In  the  fecond  volume  of  Captain  John  Smith's  voyages,  he  relates,  **  That  Mr.  Harcourt, 
•*  of  Stanton-Harcourt,  with  fixty  perfons,  fettled  on  the  river  Wcapoco,  in  Guiana,  where 
•*  Captain  Ley  had  fettled  in  the  year  1605  ;  and,  returning  to  England,  he  obtained,  by 
**  Prince  Henry's  intereft,  a  patent  for  all  that  coaft,  together  with  the  river  of  Amazons,  for 
"  him  and  his  heirs.  But  that  colony  could  not  exift,  for  want  of  being  duly  fupportcd 
"  from  home  :  which  had  likewife  been  the  cafe  of  Captain  Ley's  fettlement,  four  years  be- 
*•  fore." 

King  James  I.  (as  fome  think  in  refentment  for  the  Hollanders  having  rendered  Cockayne's 
fcheme  abortive,  or,  as  others,  to  get  money  from  them  ;  or,  thirdly,  perhaps  purely  from 
his  naturally  arbitrary  difpofition)  having  iffued  a  proclamation,  prohibiting  all  foreign  nations 
from  filhing  on  the  coafts  of  Great  Britain  ;  the  next  year  the  Hollanders  found  themfelvcs 
obliged  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  him,  for  their  paying  an  annual  fum  for  leave  to  fifh  on  his 
coafts.  And  when  James  would  afterwards  have  broke  this  treaty,  they  fupportcd  it,  by  con- 
voying and  guarding  their  fifhing  veflels  with  fhips  of  war. 

After  above  thirty  years  war  between  Spain  and  the  United  Netherlands,  at  length,  (princi- 
pally through  the  mediation  of  the  Kings  of  England  and  France)  a  truce  was  concluded  for 
twelve  years,  upon  the  foot  of  uti  poffidetis^  i.  e.  all  things  during  that  term  to  remain 
juft  as  tlicy  now  were.    This  truce  was  infinitely  honourable  and  advantageous  to  the  States ; 

and 
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1609  and  though  difrcputable  to  Spain,  yet  it  gave  that  crown  a  breathing  time  for  war,  which,  ac- 
cording to  Mezcrai,  had  coft  Spain  more  treafure  and  the  lofs  of  more  men  than  all  thofc 
provinces  were  worth,  and  which,  had  it  continued  longer,  would  have  utterly  ruined  their 
trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  would  alfo  have  totally  obftrufted  their  flotas  from  the  Weft  In- 
dies, without  which  Spain  could  not  fubfift.  The  Hollanders  having,  in  a  few  years  paft, 
taken  and  deftroyed  more  than  thirty  of  their  great  galeons  ;  and  the  Dutch  Admiral  Hecm- 
fkcrk  having,  in  the  year  1607,  with  twenty-fix  fliips  of  war,  attacked  the  Spanifh  Admiral,  Al- 
varez d'Avila,  though  one  third  part  ftronger,  even  under  the  cannon  of  Gibraltar,  deftroying 
thirteen  Spanifti  fhips  and  two  thoufand  men. — Spain  was  alfo  under  an  apprehenfion,  that, 
by  continuing  the  war  longer,  the  Hollanders  might,  through  neceffity,  give  themfelves  up  to 
France,  and  thereby,  with  the  lofs  of  the  Seven  Provinces  to  France,  lofe  alfo  the  reft  of  the 
Seventeen  Provinces.  For,  as  Sir  William  Temple  obferves,  "  The  greatnefs  of  the  Spanifli 
**  monarchy,  fo  formidable  under  Charles  V.  and  Philip  II.  began  now  to  decline,  by  the 
*'  vaft  defigns  and  unfortunate  events  of  fo  ma^y  ambitious  counfels  :  as,  on  the  other  fide, 
•*  the  affairs  of  King  Henry  IV.  of  France  were  now  at  the  greateft  height  of  felicity.'* 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Dutch,  notwithftanding  their  continued  fuccefs,  had  powerful  mo- 
tives to  conclude  this  truce. 

I.  They  were  greatly  in  debt. 

II.  The  French  court  became  weary  of  the  annual  contributions  for  fupporting  them  in 
that  war. 

III.  King  James  had  well  nigh  forfaken  them,  becaufc  of  his  infatuated  favourite  fchcme  of 
the  Spanifh  match  for  his  fon. 

IV.  King  Henry  the  Fourth,  of  France,  whofe  intereft  it  was  to  difarm  Flanders,  on  which 
Mezcraiowns,  he  intended  to  feizc,  made  ufe  of  both  intreaties  and  menaces  to  bring  th^ 
States  into  this  truce. 

The  greateft  difficulty  which  Spain  found  in  this  bufinefs  was,  the  permitting  the  continu- 
ance of  the  Hollanders  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  which  point  had  broke  off  a  fimilar  treaty  two 
years  before.  At  length,  however,  the  truce  was  concluded,  on  the  foot  of  every  one  keeping 
what  they  then  poffefled,  or  uti  poffideth. 

This  year  is  alfo  very  memorable  for  the  firft  founding  of  the  moft  famous  bank  of  Amftcr- 
dam  ;  a  bank,  which,  as  well  in  contemplation  of  its  never-violated  credit,  of  its  immenfe  trea- 
fure, and  its  cxtenfive  ufefulnefs  in  commerce,  may  be  juftlyconfidered  as  the  firft  in  Europe. 
The  commerce  of  that  famous  city  was  by  this  time  become  fo  vaft,  that  the  merchants  found 
great  payments  in  filver  very  inconvenient:  money  of  that  metal  having  generally  ever  been, 
and  probably  ever  will  be,  a  confiderable  part  of  moft  payments  ;  and  gold  coins  hazardous  in 
any  quantity  to  keep  in  their  pofTeffion.  It  was  therefore  prudently  judged  by  the  raagiftratcs 
and  merchants  of  that  great  city, 

I.  That  if  an  office  were  eftablilhed  for  the  receipts  and  payments  of  all  fums  of  money  of 
fix  hundred  guilders  and  upwards,  (afterwards  reduced  to  three  hundred  guilders  and  upwards) 
to  be  duly  regiftered  in  books  to  be  kept  open  daily  at  ftated  hours,  which  .would  be  a  legal 
proof  of  all  fuch  tranfaftions,  many  difputes  and  law-fuits  would  be  prevented. 

II.  If  all  bills  of  exchange,  (as  well  foreign  and  inland,  and  limited  in  quantity  as  above) 
were  to  be  paid  only  in  this  office,  it  would  prove  a  great  fecurity  to  both  payers  and  receivers, 
by  preventing  many  frauds  in  the  payments  intrufted  to  private  perfons* 

Gg2  III.  To 
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ii5o9  III.  To  fave  the  time,  trouble,  and  hazard,  attending  the  frequent  carrying  of  cafli  to  this 
office  of  record,  they  faw  it  expedient  to  lodge  their  main  cafh  in  that  office  altogether.  And, 
for  this  end,  books  were  opened,  wherein  each  perfon  had  a  diftinft  account,  kept  by  debtor 
and  credity  ;  the  whole,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  be  transferable  to  others  at  pleafure,  who 
thereupon  fhould  have  accounts  in  bank  opened  for  them,  and  they  again  to  have  the  fame 
liberty  of  transfer. 

Ricard,  in  his  Traite  general  du  Commerce,  printed  in  quarto,  at  Amfterdam,  in  the  year 
1706,  p.  170,  fays  exprefsly,  **  That  the  city  of  Amftcrdam,  by  authority  of  the  States,  of 
**  the  31ft  of  January,  1609,  eftablifhed  themfelves  perpetual  cafhiers  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
"  that  all  wholefale  payments  in  commerce  and  in  bills  of  exchange  Ihould  be  made  in  that 
**  bank."  When  the  new  Stadthuys  was  erefled,  this  bank  office  was  removed  into  a  large 
vault  of  that  magnificent  flrufture  ;  *'  where,'*  fays  Sir  William  Temple,  in  his  Obfervations 
on  the  United  Ptovinces,  cap.  ii.  "  is  the  greatefl  treafure,  either  real  or  imaginary,  that  is 
**  known  any  where  in  the  world  :  and  whoever  is  carried  to  fee  this  bank,  fhall  never  fail  to 
**  find  the  appearance  of  a  mighty  real  treafure,  in  bars  of  gold  and  lilver,  plate,  and  infinite 
**  bags  of  metals,  which  are  fuppofed  to  be  all  gold  and  filver,  and  may  be  fo  for  aught  I  know. 
"  but  the  Burgo-mafters  only  having  the  infpeftion  of  this  bank,  and  no  man  evci  taking  any 
"  particular  account  of  what  ifTues  in  and  out,  from  age  fo  age,  it  is  impoffible  to  make  any 
•*  calculation  or  guefs  what  proportion  the  real  treafure  nriay  hold  to  the  credit  of  it.  Thcrc- 
"  fore  the  fecurity  of  this  bank  lies  not  only  in  the  efFefts  that  are  in  it,  but  in  the  credit  of 
**  the  whole  town  or  flate  of  Amfterdam,  whofe  (lock  and  revenue  are  equal  to  that  of  fome 
"  kingdoms,  and  who  are  bound  to  make  good  all  monies  that  are  brought  into  their  bank. 
**  — This  bank,"  continues  Sir  William  Teitiple  "  is  properly  a  general  cafh,  where  every 
**  man  lodges  his  money,  becaufc  he  elleems  it  fafer  and  eafier  paid  in  and  out  than  if  it  were 
•*  in  his  own  coffers  at  home  ;  and  the  bank  is  fo  far  from  paying  any  intereft  for  what  is 
**  there  brought  in,  that  money  in  the  bank  is  worth  fomething  more  in  common  payments 
**  than  what  runs  current  in  coin  from  hand  to  hand."  (He  might  have  added,  that  there  is 
paid  to  this  bank,  one  ftiver  for  every  draught  or  payment  from  one  perfon  to  another,  and 
no  lefs  than  ten  guilders  of  every  perfon  at  his  firfl  opening  an  account  in  bank.  And  no  per- 
fon is  permitted  to  pay  or  receive  any  fum  lefs  than  three  hundred  guilders,  without  paying 
Irx  flivers  for  leave  to  do  it.)  '*  No  other  money  paffing  in  the  bank  but  in  the  fpecies  of 
*'  coin  the  bcfl  known,  the  mofl  afcertained,  and  the  mofl  generally  current  in  all  parts  of  the 
"  Higher  as  well  as  of  the  Lower  Germany." 

Now,  although  this  author  writes  with  prudent  caution  concerning  what  he  Could  not  ccr- 
certainly  determine,  yet  it  is  generally  taken  for  certain  by  all  others  who  have  written  on  this 
bank,  that  there  is  either  cafh,  or  bullion,  and  pawned  jewels,  lodged  in  the  vaults  of  the  Stad- 
thuys, equal  to  the  amount  of  the  whole  credit  of  this  bank  ;  which  fome  will  have  to  amount 
to  thirty-fix,  others  to  but  thirty  millions  flcrling.  But  as  they  fhut  their  books  twice  in  a 
year,  for  a  few  d^ys,  to  ftrike  a  general  balance,  their  true  capital  is  then  certainly  known, 
though  probably  kept  fecret  by  order  of  the  magiftrates,  for  prudential  confidcrations.  Ricard, 
before  quoted,  (in  his  fecond  edition,  p.  171)  is  very  exprefs  in  this  particular  point ;  and, 
as  a  proof  of  It,  fays,  *•  That  in  the  very  height  of  the  war  in  1672,  when  the  French  King 
**  had  already  taken  the  city  of  Utrecht,"  within  twenty-one  miles  of  Amflerdam,  "  there  was 
"  a  very  great  demand"  (or  run  as  we  term.it  in  London)  «*  by  the  creditors  on  that  bank,  to 
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r609  **  draw  out  their  money ;  juftly  fearing,  that,  if  the  French  King  ftiould  become  Maftcr  of. 
"  Amfterdam,  they  (hould  lofe  all ;  yet  the  bank  paid  all  who  came  for  their  money." 

r^  The  proper  definition  of  this  bank,  is  not  a  bank  of  current  money,  to  be  received  and 
iffiied  daily,  like  thofe  of  London,  Venice,  &c.  but  is  purely  a  depofit  of  nioney,  the  credit 
whereof  pafles  from  hand  to  hand  daily,  by  figned  tickets,  carried  to  the  calhiers  of  the  bank, 
direfting  them  to  write  off  any  fum  intended  to  be  paid,  from  the  account  of  the  Ower  to 
that  of  the  Receiver.  But  although  it  be,  without  doubt,  an  excellent  inflitution  for  fafety, 
cafe,  difpatch,  and  record,  yet  it  cannot  be  faid  to  incrcafe  the  general  quantity  or  circulation 
ofj  money,  as  fome  other  banks  certainly  do  :  if  it  be  prefumed,  as  above,  that  a  quantity  of 
treafure  equal  to  the  total  of  their  credit  ever  remains  in  it ;  any  further  than  the  value  of  the 
uncoined  bullion,  and  of  the  jewels  faid  to  be  pawned  there,  (by  feveral  Princes,  Nobles,  &c.) 
amounts  to.  With  the  above-named  dues,  the  expence  of  the  management  of  this  bank  is 
defrayed  ;  and  what  furplus  there  may  be  in  any  one  year,  goes  to  the  fupport  of  the  poor  of 
that  city.  Bank  money,  /.  e.  credit  in  the  bank's  books,  is  daily  bought^and  fold,  by  means 
of  brokers,  who  have  their  offices  near  the  bank;  the  money  whereof  is  commonly,  of  late, 
near  or  about  five  per  cent,  better  than  the  real  current  coin  of  Holland  ;  which  premium  is 
'  termed  the  Agio,  (a  term  borrowed  from  the  bank  of  Venice).  The  agio  varies  in  c^uantity 
according  to  the  demand  for  bank  money,  and  alfo  according  to  the  quality  or  goodncfs  of  the 
coins  to  be  paid  for  it.  And  this  advance  or  agio  in  bank  credit  will  always  prevent  any  from, 
demanding  current  cafh  of  tlie  bank  for  it. 

By  means  of  this  bank^  the  magiftrates  of  the  city  of  Amif^erdam  are  pofleflTcd  of  the  bulk  of 
the  property  of  their  inhabitants,  and  thereby  have  the  ftrongeft  fecurity  for  their  fidelity,  who 
think  their  cafh  more  fecure  in  this  bank  than  in  their  own  cuftody. 

The  once  famous  Mr.  John  Law,  who,  from  an  obfcure  foreigner,  came  to  be  comptrol-^ 
ler-general  of  the  finances  of  France  in  the  year  1720,  in  a  treatife,  entitled,  Money  and  Trade 
confidercd,  firft  publifhed  at  Edinburgh,  and  long  after  at  London,  fays,  **  he  has  been  in- 
"  formed,  that  the  invention  of  banks  was  owing  to  Sweden  :  for  the  bulk  of  their  money 
*^  being  copper,  inconvenient  on  account  of  both  its  weight  and  bulk ;  for  remedy  whereof  a 
"  bank  was  fet  up,  where  the  money  might  be  pledged  and  paper  credit  given  to  the  value, 
"  which  paflTed  in  payments  and  facilitated  trade.  And  that  the  Dutch,  for  the  fame  reafon, 
*^  fet  up  the  Bank  of  Amfterdam  :  for  although  tl^eir  money  was  filver,  yet  their  trade  wa$ 
"  become  fo  great,  that  they  found  payments  in  filver  inconvenient. — Banks,"  fays  this 
author,  "  where  money  i«^  pledged  equal  to  the  credit  given,  are  fure :  becaufe,  though  de- 
**  mands  were  to  be  made  of  the  whole,  fuch  a  bank  cannot  fail,  or  ftop  payment."  This  is 
very  true ;  but  then  fuch  a  bank  can  only  ftand  on  a  national  bottom ;  and  its  expence  muft 
cither  be  defrayed  by  the  public,  or  elfe,  like  that  of  Amfterdam,  a  fmall  tax  might  be  paid 
for  that  end  upon  every  alteration  of  property :  but  banks,  founded  upon  private  advantage, 
muft  neceffarily  have  a  prudent  latitude  for  circulating  a  certain  quantity  of  paper  credit  with 
a  fmaller  quantity  of  cafh.  As  for  Mr.  Law's  opinion,  that  Sweden  firft  invented  banks,  it  is 
fo  far  from  being  barely  probable,  that  it  is  in  a  manner  paft  all  doubt,  that  the  free  cities  of 
Italy  were,  in  very  early  times,  the  inventors  of  banks  (Lumber-houfcs,  or  Lombard-hcufes) 
and  bills  of  exchange,  long  before  the  countries  on  the  north  end  of  Europe  knew  any  thing 
of  commerce;  which  Sweden  knew  leaft  and  lateft  of  all  the  reft.  For,  althpugh  it  muft  be 
confeflcd,  that  the  precife  dates  of  thofe  inventions  in  Lombardy  are  not  exaftly  to  be  traced, 
excepting  that  of  Venice,  which  we  have  feen  was  in  tlie  year  1 157  ;  yet  we  know  for  certain,  , 
t  that  L 
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1609  that  the  Italians  were  in  the  praftice  of  thofe  mercantile  arts,  before  Sweden  had  any  fort  of 
regular  commerce  or  communication  with  the  reft  of  Europe,  more  efpecially  with  nations 
without  the  Baltic  Sea ;  and  even  poflibly  before  their  copper  mines  were  worked :  feeing  the 
firft  mention  we  meet  with  of  thofe  mines  was  not  till  the  year  1396,  as  we  have  obferved  in 
its  proper  place. 

There  is  indeed  a  bank  now  at  Stockholm,  but  it  is  far  from  being  of  an  ancient  date; 
wherein  their  merchants  make  their  payments  by  draughts  on  it.  This  mode  faves  them  the 
trouble  of  carrying  their  money  from  place  to  place ;  which  would  be  a  confiderable  inconve- 
nience in  Sweden,  where  payments  are  often  made  in  ponderous  copper  dollars  that  would 
require  a  wheelbarrow,  or,  perhaps  in  fome  inftanccs,  a  cart  to  make  fuch  payments. 

The  city  of  Hamburg's  bank,  though  not  to  be  compared  with  tliat  of  Amfterdam,  is  how- 
ever an  imitation  of  it,  and  pretty  near  it  in  point  of  ftanding.  It  has  an  agio  too,  and  takes 
in  none  but  the  very  pureil  coin.  It  is  faid  alfo  to  lend  money  upon  pledges,  at  a  moderate 
intereft,  and  that  none  but  citizens  can  be  admitted  to  have  an  account  in  their  books. 

There  is  alfo  a  bank  at  Rotterdam,  though  not  very  confiderable :  it  was  erefted  in  the 
year  1635;  wJierein  bills  of  exchange  arc  paid  in  large  money,  and  only  ten  percent,  in 
Ihillings. 

In  an  eflay  of  the  famous  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  written  in  this  fame  year  1609,  probably  for 
King  James's  private  information,  he  propofes,  for  that  King's  emolument,  the  coining  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  in  copper  halfpence  and  farthings,  by  which  the 
King  would  gain  ten  thoufand  pounds,  and  by  an  annual  increafe  of  twelve  thoufand  pounds 
of  thofe  coins,  he  would  gain  yearly  one  thoufand  pounds.  In  order  to  render  this  profit  to 
the  King  efFeftual,  he  propofed  the  reftraining  of  all  retailers  of  viftuals  and  fmall  wares,  from 
ufing  their  own  tokens,  (a  praftice  then  univerfal,  efpecially  in  London).  •'  For,"  fays  he, 
*'  in  and  about  London,  there  are  above  three  thoufand  perfons  that,  one  with  another,  caft 
^*  yearly  -five  pounds  apiece  in  leaden  tokens,  whereof  the  tenth  remaineth  not  to  them  at  the 
**  year's  end;  and  when  they  renew  their  ftore,  it  amountetli  to  above  fifteen  thoufand  pounds. 
*'  And  all  the  reft  of  this  realm  cannot  be  inferior  to  the  city  in  proportion. — Hereby,"  he 
obferves, 

**  Firft,  Thofe  retailers  made  as  much  advantage  of  their  own  tokens,  as  is  now  propofed 
**  for  the  King  to  make  by  the  faid  copper  coins;"  which,  he  had  before  obferved,  were  al- 
ready in  ufe  in  all  the  abfolute  monarchies  of  Chriftendom. 

**  Secondly,  The  buyer  hereafter  fhall  not  be  tied  to  on^/eller  and  his  bad  commodities, 
**  as  they  are  ftill ;  when  his  tokens,  hereafter  made  current  by  authority,  fhall  leave  him  the 
^'  choice  of  any  other  chapman. — Bcfides,  it  cannot  but  prevent  much  wafte  of  filver,  that 
"  (by  minting  filver  pence  and  halfpence  occafioned)  there  will  be  no  occafion  hereafter  to  cut 
**  any  bullion  into  proportion  fo  apt  for  lofs  :  what  that  hath  been  may  be  conjedlured,  if  wc 
"  nurk  but  of  the  great  quantities,  from  the  penny  downward,  fincc  Henry  the  Eighth's  time 
**  ftamped,  how  few  remain  :  whereas  of  all  the  coins,  from  three-pence  upward,  which  arc 
**  manual,  plenty  pafs  ftill  in  daily  payment."  See  our  remarks  on  the  too-fmall  gold  and 
filver  money,  coined  by  King  James,  under  the  year  1604. 

Thefe  remarks  foon  after  put  an  end,  in  a  great  mcafure,  to  thofe  private  leaden  tokens,  and 
introduced  the  legal  copper  coins,  as  at  prefent.  It  alfo  put  a  ftop  to  the  coining  of  fuch 
minute  gold  and  filver  pieces,  fo  cafily  to  be  loft.  But  our  otherwife  great  author  was  certain- 
ly miftaken  in  imagining,  that  becaufe  the  leaden  tokens  of  private  retailers  were  moftly  loft, 
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1609  ,that  metal  being  naturally  very  pcrifhable,  the  national  copper  coin  would  be  fo  likewifc ;  or 
that  a  new  annual  coinage  thereof,  to  the  above-named  value,  would  be  requifite  ;  or,  laftly, 
that  the  public  would  require  fo  great  a  fum  to  be  circulated,  as  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds  in  halfpence. 

Ireland  being  reduced  to  a  peaceable  condition,  King  James,  for  its  continuance,  and  for 
le-peopling  and  improving  thereof  by  Englifhraen  and  Proteftants,  made  an  offer  to  the  city 
of  London  of  his  forfeited  lands  there,  in  the  province  of  Ulfter ;  which  tlie  court  of  Alder- 
men and  Common  Council  gratefully  accepted  of,  after  fending  perfons  thither  to  furvey  the 
fame ;  and  raifcd  on  the  citizens  twenty  thoufand  pounds  for  carrying  on  fo  profitable  and 
honourable  an  undertaking  for  that  city;  for  which  end,  they  have  greatly  improved  the  lands, 
towns,  rivers,  and  falmon  filhery  there ;  and  they  have  ever  fince  had  an  annually  elefted  com* 
miltee  of  fix  Aldermen,  and  eighteen  commoners,  fliled  the  Irilh  Committee,  two  of  whom 
to  belliled  Governor  and  Deputy- governor;  and  their  eftatcs  there  have  been  gradually  much 
improved,  to  the  very  great  benefit  of  this  city. 

The  fuburbs  of  London  daily  increafing,  and  with  them  alfo  the  dangers  from  fires  ;  water 
fllfo,  in  fufficient  quantities,  thereby  becoming  more  difficult  to  be  had,  notwithftanding  the 
many  fprings  brought  in  leaden  pipes  into  that  city,  as  well  as  the  many  wells,  with  pumps, 
almoft  every  where  dug  within  the  city  and  fuburbs  ;  an  aft  of  Parliament  was  therefore  ob- 
tained, in  the  third  year  of  King  James,  cap.  xxviii.  and  in  the  year  1605,  *'  for  bringing  a 
!*  frefh  ftream  of  running  water  to  the  north  parts  of  London  from  the  fprings  of  Chadwell 
•*  and  Amwell,  &c.  in  the  county  of  Hertford. — Giving  power  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  &c.  of 
**  London,  to  lay  out  fuch  convenient  ground  for  the  making  of  the  trench  for  the  faid  New 
*'  River,  not  to  exceed  ten  feet  in  breadth,  leaving  the  inheritance  in  the  owners  thereof,  who 
**  are  to  allow  a  free  pafTage  through  their  grounds  to  and  from  the  faid  new  cut  at  all  times, 
•*  with  carts,  horfes,  &c.  for  making  and  repairing  the  fame ;  for  which,  fatisfaftion  ©r  com- 
•*  pofition  fhall  be  made  to  the  faid  owners  of  the  lands,  and  of  the  mills  ftanding  on  the 
**  ftreams  from  which  water  (hall  be  taken,  to  be  valued  by  commiilioners  as  herein  direSed. 
•*  The  Lord  Mayor,  &c.  fhall  make  and  keep  up  convenient  bridges  over  the  faid  new  cut,  at 
•*  fit  places,  for  the  ufe  of  the  King's  fubjefls  as  well  as  of  the  proprietors  of  the  lands  on 
•«  each  fide,  &c  •' 

In  the  year  following,  another  aft  of  Parliament  paflTed,  cap.  xi.  purporting,  **  That  fincc 
«*  the  making  of  the  preceding  ftatute,  upon  view  of  the  grounds,  through  which  the  waters 
**  arc  to  pafs,  by  men  of  fkill ;  it  h  thought  naore  convenient,  and  lefs  damage  to  the  ground, 
**  that  the  water  be  conveyed  through  a  trunk  or  vault  of  brick  or  flone,  inclofed,'  and  in 
**  fome  places,  where  need  is,  raifed  by  arches,  than  in  an  open  trench  or  fewer.  Power 
**  therefore  is  hereby  vefled  in  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  &c.  for  that  efl^eft."  Yet,  not- 
withftanding this  laft'namcd  expenfivc  opinion ;  aiKl  alfo  another  aft  of  Parliament,  of  the 
feventh  of  this  King,  1609,  cap.  ix.  granting  to  King  James  the  Firft's  newly  erefted  Divi- 
nity-college, at  Chelfea,  power  to  bring  water,  in  pipes,  from  the  river  Lea,  for  fupplying  of 

London  therewith  for  their  benefit,  which,  and  alfo  the  College  itfelf,  came  to  nothing; 

the  faid  New  River  was  in  three  years  time,  viz.  in  this  year  1609,  brought  into  the  head  or 
refervoir  at  Clerkenwell  near  Iflington,  in  thefirft  defigncd  open  cut  or  trench,  the  other  plan 
being  found  to  be  much  too  coftly  as  well  as  too  tedious  to  be  executed :  and  from  thence  it 
has  been  conveyed  into  all  parts  of  the  city  and  fuburbs  in  elm  pipes.  The  projeftor  and  raa- 
3  nagcr 
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.1609  nagcr  of  this  New  River  was  Mr.  Hugh  Middleton,  citizen  and  goldfinith  of  London,  who 
was  thereupon  knighted  by  King  Jarpes. 

Although  this  article  may  feem  to  fome  not  immediately  to  relate  to  the  hiftory  of  com- 
merce, yet  it  in  forae  fenfe  dcmonflrates  the  great  increafe  of  the  wealth  of  London  by  com- 
merce, to  be  abie  to  undertake  fo  vaftly  expenlive  a  work;  a  wor^  fuitable  to  the  power  and 
grandeur  of  ancient  Rome  in  its  zenith  of  glory  ; — and  to  compleat  the  whole  trench  or  canal 
in  three  years  time,  though  running  the  length  of  about  fifty  miles  in  its  various  windings, 
from  near  the  town  of  Ware  to  Cicrkenwell,  with  above  two  hundred  bridges  over  it.— We 
could  not  therefore  tJ)ink  this  fuccinft  account  of  it  would  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader.  The 
proprietors  of  this  New  River  were  afterwards  incorporated,  and  the  whole  is  divided  into 
fhares,  which  are  lale^ble  and  transferable  to  very  good  advantage. 

In  the  years  1609 — 10 — 11 — 12,  Captain  Jonas  Poole  failed  as  far  as  feventy-eight  degrees 
forty-three  minutes,  in  the  liopc  of  difcovering  a  north-weft  paflage,  but  at  tlie  fame  time 
wifely  employed  part  of  his  time  in  killing  whales,  &c. 

In  this  fame  year  1609,  ambafladors  are  faid  to  have  come  from  Japan  into  Holland,  and 
concluded,  at  the  Hague,  a  commercial  treaty  with  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company.  It  fecms 
indeed  ^dmoft  incredible  to  mgny, 

Firft,  That  fo  fmall  a  ftatc  Ihould,  between  the  year  1579,  when  its  people  openly  revolted 
'  from  Spain,  and  this  year  1609,  when  the  famous  truce  before-named  was  concluded,  for 
twelve  years,  with  that  crown,  not  only  be  able  to  make  head  againft  the  mightieft  potentate 
of  Europe,  and  at  the  fame  time  £0  enrarge  their  union,  by  taking  in  the  two  provinces  of 
Overyflel,  and  Groningen,  where  many  ftrongly  fortified  places  were  firft  to  be  conquered,  at 
a  vaft  expence  of  blood  and  treafure. 

Secondly,  To  enlarge  their  frontiers  in  Flanders  by  the  conqueft  of  the  important  and  for- 
merly famous  town  and  port  of  Sliiys,  as  alfp  of  Hulft,  and  feveral  otlier  places  in  what  is  fince 
named  Dutch  Flanders. 

Thirdly,  To  block  up  the  river  Scheld  by  the  forts  of  Lillo,  &c.  by  which  raeafure  the 
famous  commercial  city  of  Antwerp  was  abfolutcly  barred  from  all  maritime  commerce. 

Fourthly,  On  thp  frontiers  of  Brabant,  to  conqyer  the  ftrpng  places  of  Bergen*op-zoom, 
Breda,  Bois-lc-duc,  &c.  and  for  above  three  years  to  hold  out  the  town  and  port  of  Oftcnd 
againft  the  power  of  Spain,  at  a  great  expence. 

Fifthly,  To  annoy  Spain  with  powerful  fleets  in  her  own  ports,  and  to  attack  and  plunder 
fome  of  the  Canary  Ifles,.and  tliat  of  St.  Thomas,  under  the  equinoftial'line.  And  yet,  dur- 
ing all  thofc  immenfe  expenccs,  to  grow  immenfely  opulent,  and  to  be  courted  by  the  moft 
diftant  potentates  of  the  known  world,  as  well  as  by  many  nearer  home.  What  can  more 
ciffeftually  dcmonftrate  the  inexpreffible  advantages  of  a  general  and  extenfive  commerce  to  a 
nation,  than  thefe  and  fimilar  inftances  ?  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  they  fhew  the  great  pro- 
penfity  of  thofe  Netherland  provinces  to  trade  and  induftry ;  who,  attended  with  an  happy 
imion  of  hearts  and  counfels  In  tliofe  early  times  ;  thruft  themfelves  into  every  corner  of  the 
earth  wl>ere  any  commerce  could  b^  had  j-i—pulhing  on  fo  immenfe  a  fifliery  alfo  as  fupplicd 
all  Europe ;  ^ 

Per  mare pauper'iem fugicn5<t  per faxa^  per  ignes,  Hor, 

u  c.  ShuBA'd  poverty,  through  feas,  and  rocks,  and  fire ! 

To 
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1609  To  which  may  be  added,  fo  great  and  extcnfive  a  commerce  to,  and  fuch  numerous  conqucfts 
in,  India,  as  amazed  all  the  world ;  whiltl:  at  home  they  wonderfully  cultivated  all  forts  of 
manufa£lures  great  and  fmall ;  and  being  fituated  as  it  were  in  the  middle  of  Europe,  they  very 
foon  made  Amftcrdam  become,  what  it  ftill  in  a  great  meafure  is,  the  grand  ftorchoufe  or 
magazine  of  almoft  all  the  merchandize  of  the  univerfe, — whither  there  daily  arrived  numbers 
of  laden  Ihips  from  all  parts,  and  from  whence  others  daily  failed  to  every  quarter  of  the 
globe.  Even  in  this  famc^year  i6og,  they  had  about  one  hundred  fhips  employed  in  the 
Gold-coaft-trade,  at  Guinea  and  the  Cape  de  Verd  Ifles,  and  were  fo  fuccefsful  in  that  com- 
merce, that  they  foon  bcgari  to  think  of  eftablifhing  a  Weft  India  Company. 

The  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  now  fent  out  but  one  (hip,  firft  to  Bantam,  and  from 
thence  to  the  iilcs  of  Banda,  &c.  but  finding  the  Hollanders  abfolute  lords  there,  they  were 
rcfulcd  admltisince  to  traffic.  Yet  the  Dutch  not  being  as  yet  mafters  at  the  ille  of  Pooloway, 
this  Ihip  obtained  there  a  cargo  of  mace  and  nutmegs.  They  left  faftors  there,  for  future 
trade,  and  returned  home,  after  flopping  again  at  Bantam.  This  is  ufually  called  the  fifth 
voyage  of  this  company. 

1610  Although  the  fifteen  years  exclufive  trade,  granted  by  Queen  Elizabeth's  charter  to  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  was  not  to  expire  till  1615  ;  yet  King  James,  on  the  thirty-firft  of  May,  in 
the  year  1610,  was  prevailed  on  to  grant  that  company  a  renewal  of  their  charter,  in  this 
feventh  year  of  his  reign,  fetting  forth,  "  the  profit  and  honour  whicli  this  trade  brought  to 
**  the  nation,  whereby  his  Majefty  was  now  induced  to  render  this  company  perpetual, — with 
**  the  ufual  powers  of  making  bye  laws ; — of  having  a  common  feal,  and  the  other  powers  in 
"  the  former  charter."  Yet,  as  appears  by  Thurloe^s  Colleftion  of  State  Papers,  vol.  iii. 
p.  516,  they  had  not  as  yet  adopted  the  mode  of  trading  under  one  joint  ftock,  but  went  on  in 
the  method  of  fevcral  co-partnerlhips  and  lefler  flocks. 

This  new  charter  fo  much  encouraged  the  Eafl  India  merchants,  that  they  now  built  the 
largeft  merchant  (hip  that  ever  England  had,  being  of  one  thoufand  one  hundred  tons  burden, 
named  the  Trade's  Increafe,  and,  with  three  others,  made  their  fixth  voyage  to  India. 

The  King  alfo  at  this  time  built  the  fineft  (hip  of  war  that  ever  England  had  before,  carry- 
ing fixty-four  cannon,  and  was  of  one  thoufand  four  hundred  tons  burden,  named  the  Prince. 
Thus  we  may,  in  part,  fee  by  what  gradual  fteps  the  navy  royal  of  England  arrived  at  its 
prcfent  magnitude  and  grandeur. 

The  oppofition  and  ill  ufagc  which  Sir  Henry  Middleton,  the  admiral,  as  he  was  then  cal- 
led, of  this  fixth  Eaft  India  voyage,  received  from  the  Turks  at  Mocha,  on  the  Red  Sea,  and 
Surat,  from  the  Portuguefe,  whofe  fleet  he  was  forced  to  fight,  &c.  are  to  be  found  in  all  our 
books  of  voyages  :  and  the  like  may  be  faid  of  the  feventh  voyage,  in  the  year  161 1. 

On  the  acceffion  of  King  Lewis  XIII.  to  the  crown  of  France,  in  this  fame  year  1610, 
M.  de  Voltaire,  in  his  Introduction  to  his  Eflay  on  the  Age  of  Louis  XIV.  gives  us  a  com- 
pendious view  of  the  ftate  of  France  at  that  period,  viz. 

**  I.  That  King  was  not  pofleflcd  of  a  fingle  (hip.''  But  as  this  author  too  frequently  over« 
ftioots  the  mark,  the  Duke  de  Sully's  Memoirs  fay,  he  had  only  about  fixteen  (hips  of  war  at 
Breft  and  Rochelle,  and  twenty  gallies  in  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean. 

**  II.  Paris  did  not  contain  four  hundred  thoufand  fouls  ;  nor  was  it  cmbellifhed  with  fo 
**  many  as  four  fine  edifices. 

"  III.  The  reft  of  the  cities  of  the  kingdom  were  like  the  the  towns  on  the  other  fide  the 
**  Loire. 

Vol.  II.  H  h  <«  IV.  Thf 
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1610       IV.  **  The  entire  body  of  the  nobility  were  fortified  throughout  the  provinces,  in  their  rc^ 
"  fpeftive  caftles,  furrounded  with  moats  ;  and  oppreffed  the  laborious  peafants  round  them. 

"  V.  The  roads  were  almoft  imprafticable,  and  the  towns  under  no  regulation. 

•*  VI.  The  ftate  was  without  money;  and  the  government  was  as  much  without  credit 
*•  amongft  foreign  nations,  as  defcftive  at  home. 

VII.  **  The  ordinary  revenue  of  Lewis  XIII.  did  not  exceed  forty-five  millions.  Silver,. 
*«  it  is  true,  being  then  valued  at  but  about  twenty-fix  livres  the  mark,  thefe  forty -five  mil- 
•*  lions  amounted  to  about  eighty-five  millions  of  the  prefent  money  of  France. 

*'  Henry  IV.  father  to  this  King,  was  endeavouring  to  recover  France  from  this  ftate  of 
"  barbarity,  when  he  was  this  year  aflaflinated  in  his  capital,-^  in  the  midft  of  a  people  whom 
«*  he  would  have  rendered  happy." 

King  James  I.  ever  entertaining  high  and  arbitrary  notions  of  the  extent  of  his  prerogative,, 
thought  he  had  a  right  to  grant  many  patents  for  very  unjuftifiable  monopolies,  /.  e.  for  the 
fole  vending  or  making  of  certain  merchandize  and  manufaftures.  His  people  hereupon  be- 
came extremely  uneafy  and  loud  againft  all  kinds  of  thofe  pernicious  grants,  which  indeed 
were  become  very  great  grievances  to  the  fubjefts.  This  obliged  that  King,  in  this  year,  to 
revoke  all  his  monopolies,  by  proclamation.  Which  revocation,  however,  was  afterwards 
forgotten  (as  will  be  feen)  by  him  and  his  Minifters. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  century,  there  was  a  prevailing  fpirit  of  adventuring  on  new  plan- 
tations  from  England.  Even  the  barren  and  inhofpitable  ifland  of  Newfoundland  was,  in 
printed  accounts,  reprefented  as  proper  for  plantation.  This  drew  in  the  great  names  of  Henry 
Earl  of  Northampton,  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  Tanfield,  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  then  Solicitor- 
General,  &c.  to  join  with  a  number  of  Briftol  merchants,  for  obtaining  from  King  James  a 
grant  of  part  of  Newfoundland,  lying  between  Cape  Bonavifta  and  Cape  St.  Mary's ;  and  a 
colony  was  accordingly  fent  thither:  yet  to  this  day  they  have  never  been  able  to  make  a 
proper  cultivable  and  ufeful  plantation  there,  any  further  than  is  abfolutely  neceflary  : 

Firft,  For  the  famous  fifhery  on  its  banks. 

Secondly,  For  its  fituation  in  refpcft  to  our  continent  colonies,  and  to  the  French  North 
American  dominions :  and. 

Thirdly,  For  (belter  and  relief  of  our  own  (hipping:  and,  in  all  thefe  refpefts,  that  Ifland 
is  highly  neceflfary  to  be  pofleffed  by  Great  Britain,  and  extremely  dangerous  in  any  other 
hands.     This  patent  was  in  fubftance, 

**'  That  whereas  divers  of  his  fubjefts  were  defirous  to  plant  in  the  fouthern  and  eaftcrn 
**  parts  of  Newfoundland,  whither  the  fubjefts  of  this  realm  have  for  upwards  of  fiftv  years 
**  pad  been  ufed  annually,  in  no  fmall  numbers,  to  refort  to  fi(h  ;  intending  thereby  to  fecure 
•«  the  trade  of  fifliing  to  our  fubjefts  for  ever  ;  as  alfo  to  make  fomc  advantage  of  the  lands 
**  thereof,  which  hitherto  have  remained  unprofitable.  And  the  land  being  at  prefent  dcfti- 
**  tutc  of  inhabitants,  whereby  the  King  has  an  undoubted  right  to  difpofe  of  it.  Wherefore 
**  he  now  grants  to  Henry  Earl  of  Northampton,"  and  forty-four  others  herein  named, 
**  their  heirs  and  affigns,  to  be  a  corporation,  with  perpetual  fucceflion,  &c.  by  the  name  of 
**  the  Treafurer  and  Company  of  Adventurers  and  Planters  of  the  cities  of  London  and  Brif- 
**  tol,  for  the  Colony  or  Plantation  in  Newfoundland,  from  north  latitude  forty-fix  to  fifty- 
•*  two  degrees,  together  with  the  feas  and  iflands  lying  within  ten  leagues  of  any  part  of  the 
*'  coaft;  and  all  mines,  &c.— Saving  to  all  his  Majefty's  fubjefts  the  liberty  of  tifhing 
•*  there,  &c." 

Mr. 
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1610      Mr.  Guy,  of  Briftol,  went  thither,  as  conduftor  of  the  firfl  colony,  who  is  faid  to  have 

contrafled  familiarity  and  fricndfhip  witli  the  natives,  living  at  a  diflance  from  the  fouthern 

and  caftern  coafts  ;  and  it  is  pretended  that  while  he  remained  there,  viz.  for  two  years,  they 

went  on  very  well. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  gallant  Spanifh  Governor  of  the  Philippine  Ifles  attacked  the  Dutch 
Admiral  Willart,  (who  had  funk  a  Spanifh  galleon,  richly  laden,  from  China)  killed  him, 
and  took  three  of  his  four  (hips  :  whereupon  the  Spaniards  retook  from  the  Dutch  the  iflands 
of  Tidore  and  Banda.  This  was  the  laft  luccefsful  llruggle  of  Spain,  in  thofe  parts,  againft 
tlie  Dutch. 

In  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  694,  of  the  Foedcra,  we  have  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  of  a 
defenlive  alliance  between  England  and  France,  at  London,  and  for  the  confirmation  of 
former  treaties  :  it  was  begun  in  the  life-time  of  King  Henry  IV.  of  France ;  but,  as  he  was 
murdered  before  its  completion,  it  was  perfedled  by  his  fon  Louis  XIII.  a  minor,  under  tlie 
authority  of  the  Queen- regent.     It  is  in  fubftance,  viz. 

**  I.  King  James  ftipulates,  in  cafe  of  France  being  invaded,  to  fupply  fix  thoufand  foot 
"**  foldiers,  armed  with  either  bows,  guns,  or  pikes :  and  with  eight  Ihips  of  war,  witli  one 
"  thoufand  two  hundred  fighting  men  in  them :  both  which  were  to  be  at  the  expence  of 
"  France. 

•'  II.  On  the  other  hand,  France  (hall  fupply  King  James,  in  the  like  cafe,  with  the  fame 
**  number  of  foldiers  and  (hips,  when  demanded."  Voltaire',  as  we  have  juft  feen,  exprcfsly 
affirms,  that,  at  this  time,  France  had  not  one  (hip  of  war.  This  is  the  fame  as  the  four- 
teenth article  in  vol.  ii.  p.  161 — 177,  of  the  Golleftion  of  Treaties,  in  four  volumes,  odavo, 
publi(hed  in*i732. 

**  III.  If  any  potentate  (hall  detain  or  arreft  any  (hips  of  England,  Scotland,  or  Ireland; 
*<  the  French  King  (hall,  in  fuch  cafe,  arreft  and  detain  the  (hips  of  fuch  potentate  in  his 
^'  harbours  until  thofe  of  Briti(h  fubjcfts  be  releafed  :  and  King  James  promifes  the  like  for 
**  the  French  King's  fubjefts."  The  manner  of  modern  treaties  of  peace  and  commerce  is 
much  more  cautions  than  that  of  this  third  article,  which  furely  ftipulatcs  too  much  on  both 
iides. 

**  IV.  Free  liberty  to  the  Engli(h  fubjefts  in  France  for  the  private  exercife  of  the  Pro- 
**  teftant  religion. 

^  V.  Three  months  time  allowed,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  for  the  merchants,  on  both  fides, 
*^  to  bring  away  their  eifefts. 

**  VI.  Security  (hall  be  given  by  the  commanders  of  the  (hips  of  both  parties  fettingfail, 
"  not  to  commit  piracy  or  any  other  violence  to  the  other  party."  With  feveral  other  arti- 
**  cles  againft  piratical  afts. 

"  VII.  The  Engli(h  (liips  trading  to  Bourdeaux  and  into  the  river  Garonne,  (hall  not 
"  hereafter  be  obliged  to  land  and  dcpofit  their  arms  and  ammunition  there :  neither  (hall 
**  the  French  (hips  in  England  be  put  to  the  fame  inconvenience:  neither  (hall  thefe  pay 
**  the  impofition  or  petty  dues  in  England,  called  head-money,  warranted  by  no  law  of 
^*  England. 

'*  VIII.  Laftly,  with  refpeft  to  all  other  commercial  matters,  the  treaty  of  1606  (hall  take 
^*  place." 

n*  The  reader  is  to  take  notice,  once  for  all,  that  although,  in  the  printed  Colleftion  of 
Treaties,  in  four  volumes,  publilhed  in  the  year  1732,  feveral  of  fuch  treaties  differ  in  length 
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16 ID  and  form  from  thofe  in  the  Foedera,  the  fubftance  being  ftUl  the  fame  in  both  ;  yet  wc  have 
judged  it  fafcft  and  moft  authentic  to  copy  the  fubftance  of  them  from  the  Foedera,  ratlier  than 
from  a  printed  colleftion  without  the  ftarap  of  authority,  which  the  Foedera  undoubtedly  pof- 
fcffes. 

In  the  fame  year,  1610,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  is  faid  to  have  divided  fifty  per 
cent,  on  their  capital. 

Captain  Hudfon  now  made  his  third  and  laft  attempt  for  the  difcovery  of  a  nortli-weft  paf- 
fage  to  China.  He  entered  the  ftraits  and  bay  of  his  name,  and  went  one  hundred  leagues 
further  than  any  one  had  done  before,  and  proceeded  till  he  was  ftopped  either  -by  ice  or  Ihoal 
water.  He  wintered  in  the  bay,  took  poffeffion  of  the  country,  and  traded  with  the  natives; 
giving  Englifh  names  to  many  ports,  bays,  and  promontories,  which  they  ftill  retain  on  all 
European  maps;  fuch  as  Cape  James,  Cape  Henry,  Queen  Anne's  Foreland,  Defires  Provo- 
ked, the  Iflc  of  God's  Mercy,  King  James's  Foreland,  Queen  Anne's  Cape,  &c.  He  was 
fupplied  with  fvvans,  geefe,  ducks,  partridges,  &c.  But  great  difcord  arifing  between  him 
and  the  majority  of  tlie  fhip's  company,  they  mutinied,  and  moft  cruelly  turned  him  and  eight 
of  his  men,  who  were  moftly  fick,  into  an  open  boat,  and  they  were  never  heard  of  more.— 
Thofe  mutineers  returned  home  vVith  the  fhip,  though  in  great  diftrefs  for  want  of  provifions^ 
&c.  the  greater  part  of  the  ringleaders  againft  Captain  Hudfon  lofing  their  lives  in  the  home- 
ward voyage. 

In  this  fcventh  year  of  King  James,  the  London  Adventurers  to  Virginia,  or  the  firft  co- 
lony, obtained  that  King's  charter,  which  incorporated  them  by  the  name  of  The  Treafurer 
and  Company  of  Adventurers  and  Planters  of  the  City  of  London  for  the  firft  Colony  of  Vir- 
ginia. This  was  what  was  then  properly  called  the  Virginia  Company.  "  They  were  hereby 
•*  empowered  to  grant  aad  convey  lands  there  to  the  adventurers  and  planters;  to  appoint  a 
**  council  refident  in  Virginia,  to  place  and  difplace  officers,  &c."  The  fanguine  hopes  en- 
tertained of  that  colony  in  thofe  times,  kept  up  their  fpirits,  and  enabled  them  to  bear  a  great 
expence  and  many  difappointments  patiently ;  and  although  thofe  firft  adventurers  were  far 
from  being  gainers,  yet  the  nation  has  fince  reaped  a  noble  harveft  from  their  endeavours.  In 
the  tenth  year  of  this  King's  reign,  he  granted  them  all  the  iflands  on  the  coaft  of  South  Vir- 
ginia. 
161 1  In  this  year  the  Ruffia  Company  fent  out  a  fhip  to  difcover  Spitzbergen,  whofe  inhofpitablc 
fhores  we  have  already  defcribed  under  the  year  1598. 

And  the  next  year,  that  company,  for  the  firft  time,  fent  two  fliips  thither,  purpofely  for 
the  kiUing  of  whales,  carrying  with  them  fix  Bifcayners,  expert  in  the  whale  fifhing  :  but  they 
loft  both  their  fhips,  though  their  men  and  boats,  &c.  were  faved  by  afhip  of  Hull,  then  alfo  ^ 
at  Spitzbergen. 

The  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company's  ambafTadors  or  envoys,  in  a  folemn  embafTy  to  the  Em-  - 
peror  of  Japan,  in  the  city  of  Meaco,  are  faid  to  have  now  obtained  very  advantageous  terms  - 
of  commerce,  notwithftanding  all  the  oppofition  of  the  Spanifh  and  Portuguefe  agents  there, 

Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  now  fent  out  his  fervant.  Sir  Thomas  Button,  to  attempt  a  d if- • 
covery  of  a  north-weft  pafTage  to  China.     He  entered  the  bay  which  bears  his  name  to  this 
day,  on  thefouthfide  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  where  he  wintered,  at  a  place  called  Port  Nelfon,  fo 
named  by  him  from  the  name  of  the  captain  of  his  fhip,  whom  h^  buried  there.     He.  difco- 
vered  a  great  continent  to  the  fouth  and  weft  of  that  bay^  to  which  he  gave  the  names  of  New 
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i6ri  North  Wales,  and  New  South  Wales.     He  alfo  crefted  a  crofs  here,  on  which  he  fixed  the 

arms  of  England,  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertainin^  our  right  thereunto. 

In  vol.  xvi.  p.  710,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find  that  King  James,  in  imitation  of  what  was  done 
in  King  Edward  the  Sixth's  time,- granted  penfions  to  feveral  foreign   Proteflant  divines,  fa- 
mous for  their  learning,  &c.  having  now  fettled  a  penfion   of  three  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
num, during  pleafure,  on  the  famous  Ifaac  Cafaubon ;  and,  in  the  fame  year,  beftowed  on 
him  a  prebend  of  Canterbury. 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  716,  in  King  James's  defenfive  alHance  with  feveral  German  Elec- 
tors and  Princes,  in  this  year,  he  engaged  to  fupply  them  with  four  thoufand  foot-fold iers,  on 
account  of  their  interefti ng  themfelves  in  the  difputed  fuccclfion  to  the  duchies  of  Juliers, 
Bergs,  and  Cleves :  the  pay  of  thofe  troops,  in  fterling  money,  was  to  be  as  follows,  viz. 
I.  The  colonel-general,  or  commander  in  chief,  per  day,  -         -        -        ^.500 

a.  A  colonel,  per  day,         ----------lOO 

3.  A  lieutenant-colonel,         -         -         -         -,-         -         -         -         --060 

4«  A  fcrjeant- major,         --------.-         -050 

And  the  whole  four  thoufand  foldiers,  with  a  captain  to  each  company,  per  day,  156  6  8 
In  the  tenth  voyage  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  in  this  year,  at  Surat,  our  people  had  an 
opportunity  of  obfervinT;  the  immenfe  commerce  of  the  Portuguefe  in  thofe  parts  ;  feeing  no 
fewer  than  two  hundred  and  forty  fail  of  their  merchant  fhips  in  one  fleet,  bound  for  Cam- 
baya :  neverthclefs,  two  of  our  Ihips  foon  after  fought  and  defeated  four  of  their  great  galleons, 
and  twenty-fix  frigates  from  Goa,  fent  in  purfuit  of  them  ;  which  caufed  great  joy  to  the  In- 
dians at  Surat,  by  whom  the  Portuguefe  were  much  hated,  and  who  were  foon  to  lofc  the  bulk 
of  this  mighty  commerce. 

Siden  Muley,  King  of  Fez,  having  about  this  time  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  kingdom  pf 
Morocco,  with  much  flaughter ;  and  King  Philip  III.  of- Spain  having,  by  agreement,  fup- 
plied  him  with  money  and  afTiftance  therein,  in  recompence  thereof,  the  ftrong  fort  of  Lara- 
che,  or  Alarache,  on  the  African  Ihoie,  was  delivered  into  King  Philip's  hands. 

About  this  year,  or  perhaps  the  preceding  one,  according  to  fome,  Philip  III.  of  Spain, 
through  the  inftigation  of  his  bigotted  clergy,  committed  a  mod  fatal  miftake  in  point  of  true 
politics,  in  expelling  the  moft  induilrious  and  ufeful  people  of  his  kingdom,  viz.  the  Moors 
and  Jews  Hill  left  in  that  country  ;  which  expulfion  was  alfo  attended  with  great  cruelty. 

We  have  feen,  under  the  year  1492,  that  a  period  was  then  put  to  the  Moorifh  dominion 
in  Spain ;  and  that  vaft  numbers  of  both  Moors  and  Jews  were  then  expelled  that  countrv,  al- 
though there  ftill  remained  great  numbers  of  both  thofe  forts  of  people  in  Spain,  efpecially  in 
the  provinces  of  Caftile,  Andalufia,  and  Valencia.  A  fubfequent  rebellion  of  them  in  1568 
was  not  quite  fupprefled,  as  we  have  alfo  feen,  till  two  years  after,  wherein  alfo  vaft  numbers 
of  both  Moors  and  Jews  were  ilaughtered.  The  remainder  of  both  thofe  people  were  either 
expelled,  or  were  obliged  to  profcfs  the  Catholic  religion  by  baptifm  ;  and  if  they  afterwards 
relapfed,  they  were  delivered  over  to  the  horrible  barl")arity  of  the  inquifition  :  they  were  there- 
fore ft  i  led  new  Chriftians,  fome  of  whom  became  ecclefiaflics,  and  were  in  high  ftations; 
though,  it  is  faid,  they  were  all  either  Mahometans  or  Jews  in  their  hearts,  and  that  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  thoufand  of  both  thofe  kinds  of  people  ftill  remained  in  Spain,  under  the 
difguife  of  being  new  Chriftians. 

King  Philip  II.  could  never  be  prevailed  on  to  proceed  to  extremities  againft  thofe  unhappy- 
people,  though  it  had  been  often  propofed  by  his  council;    but  his  fon,  Philip  III,  being  a 
t  '  much 
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161 1  much  weaker  Prince,  and  confequently  much  led  by  the  clergy,  was  dra>yn  into  this  cruchy. 
Thefe  unhappy  objefts  of  tyrannical  bigotry,  were  faid  to  have  folicited  the  protedion  of 
France,  of  England,,  of  the  Dutch,  of  the  King  of  Morocco,  and  of  the  Grand  Signior;  be- 
ing juflly  apprehenfive  that  their  inveterate  foes,  the  clergy,  would  fooner  or  later  bring  about 
their  deftruftion.  Rumours  alfo  had  been  fpread  at  this  time  of  their  intending,  on  a  Good 
Friday,  to  butcher  all  the  old  Chriftians.  Upon  fuch  furmifes,  and  on  fmiilar  pretexts,  King 
Philip  feized  on  all  their  cftates,  and  expelled  them  his  kingdom  in  the  moft  cruel  manner. — 
Priefls  were  dragged  from  th6  altars — ^judges  from  the  benches — hufbands  from  tlic  arms  of 
their  wives — and  wives  from  their  hufbands  ; — not  fparing  even  fuch  officers  of  the  crown  as 
were  allied  to  the  moft  ancient  Chriftian  families.  Many  of  thofe  miferable  people  were  tranf- 
ported  to  Barbary,  where  they  joined  the  race  of  thofe  before  expelled,  in  their  revenge  for 
Spanifh  cruelties.  Mezerai  fays,  **  That  fcarce  a  fourth  part  of  them  were  able  to  prcfervc 
*'  their  wretched  lives  :  for  being  looked  upon  as  infidels  by  the  Chriftians,  and  as  Chriftians 
"  by  the  infidels,  to  whom  they  fled,  they  encountered  cruelties  and  death  in  various  (hapes. 
**  Some  were  drowned  by  die  very  mariners  who  pretended  to  tranfport  them  ;  others  were 
*'  maflacred  by  the  Moors  of  Barbary."  In  Winwood's  Memorials,  vol.  iii.  Mr.  (afterwards 
Lord)  Cottington,  the  Englilh  minifter  at  Madrid,  writes  to  Mr.  Trumbull,  the  Englifh  refi- 
dent  at  Bruflels,  **  That  the  Spanifh  King  had  made  vaft  preparations  for  deftroying  the  Mo- 
**  rifcoes  of  the  kingdom  of  Valencia ;  having,  for  that  end,  aflembled  eighty-five  gallics, 
**  twenty  ftiips,  and  fevcnty  thoufand  foldiers.  At  one  inftant  they  feizcd  on  all  the  towns 
^'  and  villages  in  the  kingdom,'*  (Valencia)  "  proclaiming  therein,  that  within  three  days, 
**  upon  pain  of  death,  they  fliould  repair  to  tlie  fea-fide,  there  to  be  embarked.  Many,  fear- 
*'  ing  what  (hould  afterwards  be  done  to  mem,  attempting  to  fly,  were  immediately  execu- 
**  ted  :  the  reft,  which,  they  fay,  will  be  at  ieaft  eighty  thoufand  houftiolds,  have  daily  their 
*'  hands  bound,  and  fo  put  on  board.  What  they  will  do  with  them,  or  whither  they  will 
*'  carry  them,  is  yet  kept  fecret.  Some  fay  there  is  a  commiflion  given  to  put  them  all  on 
"  Ihore  in  Barbary;  and  others,  which  I  rather  believe,  that  it  is  to  caft  them  all  into  the  fea." 
*'  Pojifcript. — I  can  almoft  aflure  you,  that  they  have  and  will  throw  into  the  fea,  of  men, 
-**  women,  and  dxildren,  above  three  hundred  thoufand  perfons.  A  cruelty  never  before  heard 
*^  of  in  any  age;"  fays  Lord  Cottington. 

Tantum  rellglo  potutt  fuaderc  malofum  P 

In  another  letter  to  the  fame,  he  fays,  "  That  three  of  the  beft  galleons,  and  three  fmaller 
"  fliips  were  loft  in  a  tempeft,  all  fraught  with  Moors  :  our  Morifcoes,"  (or  Moors)  "  not- 
•*  withftanding  we  have  embarked  at  Ieaft  eighty  thoufand  of  them,  are  now  above  twenty 
**  thoufand  ftrong  in  the  mountains.'' — In  another,  **  our  Moors,  on  tlie  Mountains,  are, 
•*  through  famine,  forced  to  come  down  :  their  King  is  hanged  in  Valencia,  with  fomc  few 
"  others,  and  the  reft  are  embarked  for  Barbary  :  we  now  begin  to  clear  Caftile,  Eftremadura, 
**  and  Andalufia,  of  Morifcoes  alfo. — They  are  to  be  gone  within  thirty  days.'* — In  another, 
**  We  here  turn  out  our  Morifcoes,  without  fufFering  them  to  carry  in  fpecie,  or  in  letters, 
**  any  kind  of  gold  or  filver." 

Voltaire,  in  his  Age  of  Louis  XIV.  makes  the  number  of  thofe  Moors,  expelled  by  King 

Philip  III.  to  have  beer)  near  eight  hundred  thoufand  perfons  :  "  though,  on  the  contrary," 

feys  this  author,  very  juftly,  **  he  ought  rather  to  have  invited  more  to  come  into  his  king- 

"  dom, 
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161 1  **  dom,  if  it  be  true,  that  tlie  number  of  fubjcfts  conftitutes  the  wealth  and  ftrength  of  mo- 
**"  narchs." 

This,  and  former  expulfions,  deprived  Spain  of  vaft  numbers  of  her  moft  ingenious  and  in- 
duftrious  people,  who,  had  they  been  treated  with  moderation,  might  have  been  gradually 
brought  over  to  the  Catholic  religion.  Now,  if  tathefe  loffes  of  people  be  added,  thofc  great 
numbers  fent  out  for  the  planting  and  continually  recruiting  of  their  vaft  American  colonies ; 
we  cannot  be  furprized,  that  there  are  now,  by  fome  accounts,  fcarce  five  millions  of  people 
in  all  the  kingdom  of  Spain,  though  about  thrice  as  large  as  the  ifland  of  Great  Britain,  where- 
in are  about  twice  that  number  of  people.  By  fuch  depopulations,  and  by  their  bigotry,  la- 
zinefs,  and  pride,  that  fine  country,  from  being  once  one  of  the  moft  populous,  as  well  as 
beft  cultivated  in  all  Europe,  is  become  a  barren  folitude.  Mezerai  obferves,  that  the  Moors 
in  Spain  had  fo  far  improved  the  lands,  as  to  make  them  yield  more  by  one  third  part,  to  the 
landlords,  than  the  Spanilh  tenants  could  do  ;  wherefore,  when  King  Philip  III.  now  expel- 
led them,  he  gave  'the  nobles  and  gentry  one  fourth  part  of  the  plunder,  by  way  of  recom- 
pence.  The  Moors  left  behind  them  in  Spain  very  illuftrious  matins  of  their  long  dominion 
there  ;  feeing  moft  of  the  eminent  cities,  caftles,  and  palaces,  and  alfo  cathedral  churches, 
which  formerly  were  mofques,  remaining  even  to  this  day,  were  built  by  them  ;  they  being 
accounted  more  ingenious,  as  well  as  more  induftrious  in  bufinefs,  than  the  Spaniards. 

We  thought  ourfelves  obliged  to  dwell  the  longer  on  this  article,  of  the  expulfion  of  the 
Moors  and  Jews  from  Spain,  that  it  might  prove  a  ufeful  memento  to  us,  and  to  all  wife 
nations,  never  to  fufFer  a  bigoted  clergy  to  poifon  the  court  and  country  with  their  perfecuting 
principles.  A  numerous,  frugal,  and  induftrious  commonalty  being  the  greateft  riches,  glory, 
and  ftrength  of  a  well-ordered  ftate* 

The  great  King  Henry  IV.  of  France  had,  in  the  year  1604,  erefted  an  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany in  France,  which  neverthelefs  did  not  take  place  in  his  reign  ;  but  his  fon,  Louis  XIII. 
further  encouraged  the  Company  by  a  new  charter :  and  in  1615,  this  Company  fent  out  fhips 
and  took  pofleffion  of  the  great  ifle  of  Madagafcar,  which,  not  anfwermg  expeftation,  the 
Company  and  trade  was  wholly  dropped. 

In  moft,  if  not  all,  the  new  branches  of  trade  difcovered  by  the  Englifll,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  laft,  and  the  former  part  of  the  prefent  century,  we  may  obferve,  that  the  Dutch  gene- 
rally followed  clofe  at  their  heels.  This  has  been  feen  in  the  Ruflia  trade,  the  north-eaft  and 
north-weft  attempts  for  a  paflage  to  China,  &c.  in  planting  in  America,  in  the  circumnavi- 
gations of  the  terraqueous  globe,  and  in  the  Eaft  India  commerce.  It  is  true,  De  Witt,  in 
his  Intereft  of  Holland,  if  he  was  the  author  of  that  judicious  book,  as  is  generally  believed, 
reports  the  Dutch  to  have  made  early  attempts  for  the  whale-fifliing,  at  Spitzbergen,  to  which 
parts,  whether  a' clufter  of  ifles,  or  a  continent,  is  ftill  uncertain,  they  probably  gave  that 
name.  Yet  as  the  mariners  of  the  port  of  Hull  were,  long  before,  much  in  the  fifliery,  at  and 
about  the  North  Cape  of  Norway  Lapland,  it  feems  probable,  that  the  Dutch  learned  the  way 
to  Spitzbergen  from  them,  as  they  had  before  the' way  to  Ruffia,  although  the  latter  looked  on 
Spitzbergen  as  only  a  part  of  the  vaft  region  of  Greenland;  and  therefore,  even  in  our  own 
days,  we  ftill  continue  ^renerally  to  call  it  Greenland. 

The  Hollanders,  being  emboldened  by  their  late  truce  with  Spain,  now  venture  down  to 
the  Levant  fcas  for  traffic  ;  and,  in  imitation  of  the  Enghlh,  they  now  fend,  for  the  firft  time, 
an  ambaffador  to  the  Cirand  Signior  at  Conftantinople,  where  he  concluded  a  favourable  treaty 
of  commerce  far  his  mafters. 

3  -  This 
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16 1 1  This  year  is  generally  fixed  on  as  the  firft  time  that  the  Dutch  or  Hollanders  gained  footing 
in  Japan ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  by  the  year  1616,  they  were  the  only  European  people  permitted 
to  trade  or  refidc  there.  The  invidious  llory  of  their  artful  anfwer  to  the  Japanefe,  upon 
being  alked  if  they  were  Chriftians,  is  much  more  like  a  Portuguese  calumny  than  the  real 
truth.  For,  as  the  Hollanders  had  wormed  the  Portuguefe  quite  out  of  all  trade  or  refort  to 
Japan,  it  is  far  from  being  improbable  that  their  priefts  invented  that  dctcflable  calumny,  to 
render  them  odious  every  where ;  and  we  have  the  greater  reafon  for  this  fuppofition,  as  the 
Portuguefe  Jcfuits,  we  know,  were  alfo  very  liberal  of  their  falfe  and  cruel  inve£lives  againft 
both  the  Englifh  and  Dutch,  at  the  court  of  the  Great  Mogul,  and  elfcwhere  in  India,  upon 
a  vain  prefumption  that  their  nation,  being  the  firft  difcovercrs  of  a  pafiagc  by  fca  to  India, 
had  the  fole  right  to  trade  thither. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  abfolute  fovereignty  of  the  dukedom,  now  kingdom  of  Pruffia,  was 
confirmed  by  Poland  to  the  ele6loral  houfe  of  Brandenburgh. 

In  the  fame  year  the  gaUies  of  the  Duke  of  Florence  deftroyed  forty-two  belonging  to  the 
Turks,  and  took  one. 

Many  eminent  hiftorians  and  chronologers  flouriflied  at  and  about  this  time  ;  as  Helvicus, 
Calvifius,  Thuanus,  Spondanus,  &c. 

1612  From  the  year  1598,  to  1612,  the  Englifh  went  on,  unrivalled,  with  their  whale-fifhing  at 
Greenland.  But  in  the  laft  year,  when  the  Hollanders  firft  reforted  thither,  fome  of  the  Eng- 
lifh Ruffia  Company's  fhips,  outward-bound,  fcized  on  the  whale-oil  of  the  Dutch,  and  on 
their  fifhing-tackle,  &c.  and  obliged  them  to  return  home,  with  a  menace,  that  if  ever  they 
were  found  on  thofe  feas  hereafter,  they  would  make  prizes  of  both  fliips  and  cargoes ;  their 
mafter,  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  having  the  fole  right  to  that  fifhery,  in  virtue,  as  they  al- 
leged, of  the  firft  difcovery  thereof,  and  of  Spitzbergen  ;  and  in  the  following  year  the  Eng- 
lifh feized  on,  and  brought  home  two  of  thofe  Dutch  fhips,  deeming  them  legal  prizes. 

The  Hollanders  now  join  the  Hans-towns  in  a  complaint  to  Chriftian  IV.  King  of  Den- 
mark, of  the  heavy  additional  toll  which,  fincc  the  commencement  of  his  war  with  Sweden, 
he  had  impofed  on  all  fhips  paffing  the  Sound.  Whereupon  that  King  gave  them  the  choice 
of  a  hard  alternative,  viz.  either  to  continue  to  pay  that  new  toll,  or  elfe  to  let  their  merchan- 
dize be  thenceforth  carried  up  the  Baltic  in  Danifh  bottoms.  The  Lubcckers  being,  from 
their  fituation,  peculiarly  afFefted  by  that  toll,  loudly  complain  to  the  Emperor,  whofe  redrefs, 
if  ever  to  be  hoped  for,  being  like  to  be,  as  ufual,  very  flow,  they  make  a  league  with  the 
Hollanders  for  the  mutual  protection  of  their  commerce  and  navigation,  determining  to 
fend  an  armed  force  to  the  Sound  for  that  end :  for  the  expence  whereof,  feven-eighth  parts 
was  to  be  borne  by  Holland,  and  the  other  eighth  part  by  Lubeck.  This  alliance  was  to  laft 
-eleven  years,  during  which  the  other  Hans-towns  might  come  into  it.  Accordingly,  after- 
wards, the  cities  of  Magdeburgh,  Brunfvvick,  Roftock,  Straclfund,  and  Lunenburgh,  agreed 
to  pay  each  one  per  cent,  and  Wifmar,  Gripfwald,  and  Anclam,  each  one  half  per  cent,  at 
their  afTembly  held  at  Brunfvvick  :  Hamburg  and  Bremen  are  alfo  mentioned  by  Werdenhagen, 
vol.  ii.  without  afcertaining  their  quotas.  The  Lubeckers  alfo  earneftly  reprefented  to  the 
Emperor,  that  the  Danes  had  feized  and  detained  their  fhips  and  merchandize  bound  to  Swe- 
den: and  the  King  of  Denmark  replied,  that  the  Lubeckers  had  fair  notice  before-hand,  that 
if  they  carried  on  any  correfpondencc  with  his  enemies,  he  would  make  prize  of  them.  And 
with  refpeft  to  the  toll,  which  he  had  laid  on  fhips  paffing  the  Sound,  during  his  war  with 
Sweden,  that  was  no  more  than  what  other  Princes  do,  in  like  cafes.     *<  For  that  he  was 

*•  fovcreign 
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1612  '*  Sovereign  Lord  of  the  Baltic  Sea  (Maris  Bahict)  or  Sound;  the  dominion  whereof  was 
**  tranfmitted  to  him  by  his  anceftors ;  feeing  a  great  part  of  his  territories  border  on  that  fea  : 
**  wherefore  he  will  never  fufFer  his  title  to  his  faid  Sovereignty  in  the  Baltic  to  be  called  in 
**  queftion."     Probably,  however,  he  meant  only  that  part  of  it  called  the  Sound. 

My  Lord  Molefworth,  in  his  account  of  Denmark,  as  it  was  in  the  year  1692,  chap.  iii. 
fays,  **  This  paflage  of  the  Sound,  (or  Ore  Soundj  being  agreed  to  be  the  only  paflage  into 
"  and  from  the  Baltic  Sea,  the  great  belt  became  quite  neglected. — But  there  being  no  fixed 
"  rule  or  treaty  whereby  to  be  governed  with  regard  to  the  different  bulk  of  the  (hips  of  fo 
"  many  different  nations,  the  Danes,  in  procefs  of  time,  began  to  grow  arbitrary,  and  exafted 
"  more  or  lefs,  according  to  the  ftrength  or  weaknefs  of  thofe  they  had  to  deal  with,  or  to  their 
*'  fricndfhip  or  difcontent  with  the  feveral  nations  to  whom  the  (hips  belonged  :  the  Emperor, 
*'  Charles  V.  thereupon  concluded  (at  Spire)  a  treaty  with  Denmark,  in  behalf  of  his  Nether- 
*'  land  fubjefts,  who  had  great  traffic  in  the  Baltic,  whereby  every  Ihip  of  two  hundred  tons  and 
*'  under,  with  her  lading,  Ihould  pay  two  rofe  nobles,  /,  e.  about  thirty  fliillings  flerling,  at  its 
"  entrance  into,  or  return  from  the  Baltic;  and  every  fhip  above  two  hundred  tons,  with  her 
"  lading,  fhould  pay  three  rofe  nobles  ;  which  agreement  remained  in  force  till  the  Seven  Pro- 
"  vinces  (hook  off  the  Spanifh  yoke,  of  which  the  Danes  taking  advantage,  raifed  the  toll  oa 
**  the  Hollanders  to  an  extravagant  height.  This  brought  on  the  alliance  between  the  Dutch 
"  and  Lubeckcrs  already  mentioned,  which,  in  the  end,  brought  the  Danes  to  reafon.  Yet,  in 
**  after-times,  the  Hollanders  paid  more  or  lefs,  according  as  fortune  was  favourable  or  adverfc 
*•  to  them,  till  the  year  1647,  when  the  firft  formal  treaty  was  made  by  them  with  Denmark,  as 
^'  fovcreigns,  for  forty  years,  at  the  expiration  whereof,  in  the  year  1687,  another  treaty  was 
**  made,  and  that  expiring  in  169 1,  there  remained  in  force  only  the  ancient  treaty  of  Spire. 
*'  As  for  England's  treaties  with  Denmark  on  this  point,  they  were  grounded  on  and  have 
"  reference  to  thofe  of  the  Dutch,  with  a  covenant,"  fays  his  Lordfhip,  "  that  England  (liall 
"  be  treated  (tan^uam  gens  amtcijjimaj  on  the  foot  of  the  moft  favoured  nation,  excepting 
"  always  Sweden,  whofe  fliips  paid  no  toll  at  all,  as  by  their  treaty  of  the  year  1644.**  Yet 
fince,  (viz.  in  the  year  1720)  the  Swedes  engaged,  by  treaty  to  pay  as  all  other  nations. — It  is 
but  about  one  hundred  and  feventy  years  ago  that  the  Dani(h  court  firft  began  to  raife  the  toll, 
and  to  irapofc  a  feparate  tax  on  the  merchandize  of  each  (hip.  For  that  end,  in  the  year  1640, 
the  Danifli  court  printed  a  book  of  rates,  viz.  a  (hip  of  two  hundred  tons  laden  caftward  with 
fait,  to  pay  three  hundred  and  thirty-four  rixdoUars  and  twenty- four  (livers.  Ditto,  laden 
with  rye  from  the  eaft,  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars  and  twenty-fo.ur  ftivers.  So  that 
the  charges  of  a  (hip  of  that  burden,  with  its  outward  and  homeward  cargoes,  amounted  to 
five  hundred  and  nineteen  rixdollars :  and,  at  that  time,  the  whole  tax  yielded  about  three 
hundred  thoufand  rixdollars  to  the  Dani(h  treafury.  Hereupon,  the  Dutch  united  with  Swe- 
den, in  1643,  and  attacked  Denmark  by  fea  and  land,  fo  that,  the  Dani(h  court  was  obliged  to 
reduce  the  tolls,  (on  an  average,  we  prefume)  to  two  hundred  and  forty-four  rixdollars  in  all, 
on  (hip  and  cargo.  The  Hollanders,  however,  not  fatisfied  with  that  reduftion,  brought 
Denmark  to  a  new  treaty  in  the  year  i  646,  by  which,  each  (hip  and  cargo  was  reduced  to 
one  hundred  rixdollars  in  all,  both  outward  and  homeward.  Since  which  reduftion,  the  en- 
tire toll  of  the  Sound  has  not  yielded  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  rixdollars.  The  Danes 
raifing  this  toll  fo  high,  proved,  it  feems,  the  occafion  of  their  lofing  fome  of  their  beft  pro- 
vinces to  Sweden. — The  Engli(h  and  Dutch  have  ever  paid  this  toll  with  reluftancc,  and 
would  never  allow  of  any  kindof  fearching,  or  even  ftopping  their  fliips,  and  the  Danes  (fays 
Vol.  n.  I  i  his 
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1612  his  Lordfliip)  are  content  to  take  the  Mafter  of  the  veflers  word' for  the  quality  and  quantity 
of  his  lading,  not  thinking  it  prudent  to  urge  the  point  further,  left  we  Ihould  enquire  too 
narrowly  into  their  original  right,  and  into  their  ability  to  maintain  it.  For  whilft  we  and 
the  Dutch  are  content  to  pay  this  toll,  all  the  other  petty  princes  ^nd  ftates  do  it  without  mur- 
mur :  but  if  we  once  break  the  chain,  they  would  fliake  off  their  part  of  it  likewife.  Now  if, 
from  wha.t  his  Lordfliip  fays  in  the  ninth  chapter,  the  whole  revenue  of  Denmark  was  but 
two  million  two  hundred  and  twenty-two  thoufand  rixdollars,  it  cannot  be  furprizing  that  the 
toll  of  the  Sound,  when  at  the  higheft,  has  been  often  faid,  to  be  the  brighteft  jewel  in  the 
Danifli  crown. 

By  the  intereft  of  a  Dutchman,  who  was  this  year  in  great  favour  with  the  King  of  Ceylon, 
his  countrymen,  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  found  means  to  obtain  a  favourable  trea- 
ty with  that  King,  who  thereby  engaged  to  deliver  annually  to  that  Company  all  the  cinnamon 
of  the  ifland, — to  exempt  them  from  feveral  taxes, — and  to  allow  free  commerce  thither  to  no 
other  European  nation  without  their  leave, — and  alfo  to  difpofe  of  all  his  precious  ftones  to 
them  alone, — and,  laflly,  to  allow  them  half  thecuftoms  of  the  ifland,  &c.  (fays  Baldseus,  a 
Dutch  preacher  at  Ceylon,  who  publiflied  his  Account  of  Ceylon  at  Amfterdam,  in  the  year 
1672).  Yet  the  contefts  of  the  Dutch  for  fecuring  their  conquefts  of  the  Molucca  Spice  If- 
lands  prevented  their  being  able  at  this  time  to  improve  that  treaty  fo  far  as  to  drive  the  Por- 
tuguefe  out  of  Ceylon,  who  were  guarded  againft  the  encroachments  mad^  by  the  Dutch,  and 
had  alfo  violent  quarrels  with  the  faid  King  of  Ceylon. 

The  very  high  and  peremptory  words  of  the  Danifli  court  we  have,  verbatim,  tranflated 
from  Werdenhagen  :  but  although  the  crown  of  Denmark  was  then  fovereign  of  both  fliores 
of  the  Sound,  (as  being  poflefled  of  Schonen,  fince  yielded  to  Sweden)  yet  then  and  ever  llnce, 
the  reft  of  the  potentates  of  Europe  have  rather,  by  common  confent,  acquiefced  in  this  toll, 
(fays  Lord  Molefworth)  on  account  of  a  lighthoufe  maintained  by  that  crown,  as  of  old  alfo 
on  account  of  guarding  thofe  feas  againft  pirates,  and  perhaps  for  otha:  political  reafons,  than 
from  the  bare  claim  of  the  Danifli  fovereignty. — See  Queen  Elizabeth's  inftruftions  to  her  am- 
baflador  treating  with  the  Danes,  in  the  year  1602,  at  Bremen,  p.  207. 

An  equilibrium  feems  now  to  be  requifite  to  be  preferved,  by  the  other  powers  of  Europe, 
between  the  two  northern  crowns  ;  fince,  ftiould  one  fovereign  poflefs  both,  as  was  once  die 
cafe  before  commerce  was  become  confiderable  in  Europe,  it  would  be  too  much  in  his  power 
to  impofe  tolls  at  his  pleafure  in  that  Sound,  through  which,  at  prefent,  every  fovereign  in 
,  Europe  may  poflibly  judge  they  have  a  right  to  claim  an  independent  freedom  of  navigation ; 
from  which  claim,  when  impofitions  were  complained  of,  have  fprung  feveral  expeditions  of 
Englifli  and  Dutch  fleets  into  that  fea  within-  the  laft  one  hundred  and  twenty  years.  Of 
this  famous  Sound,  being  four  miles  in  breadth,  and  every  where  of  fufficient  depth,  (ac- 
cording to  fome)  it  is  faid,  the  caftles  on  each  fliore  could  not  efFe£lually  command  the  chan- 
nels, even  when  one  fovereign  jpofCefkd  both  ftiores,  without  Denmark's  keeping  a  guard- 
Ihip  of  fufficient  force,  to  oblige  all  merchant  fliips  to  ftop  and  pay  the  toll  there  :  but  then 
the  oppoflng  thereof  would  oblige  foreign  nations  to  fend  a  naval  convoy  with  all  tlieir  trad- 
ing fliips  thither. 

In  conclufion,  the  Hollanders  having  brought  King  James  the  Firft,   of  England,   to  join 
with  tliem  and  the  Hans  Town  in  this  complaint,  which  they  laid  before  the  States  of  Den- 
mark, then  poflTefling  a  free  conftitution,  in  the  year  1613, — bis  Danifli  Majefty,  the  fame 
t  year, 
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1612  year,  annulled  the  faid  new  toll,  leaving  only  the  ancient  toll  which  fubfifted  before  the^  war 

with  Sweden. 

In  the  years  1613  and  1615,  there  were  two  treaties  concluded  between  the  Dutch  Republic 
and  the  Hans  Towns,  for  this  end,  viz.  the  firft  with  Lubeck  alone  ;  the  fecond  with  that  city 
and  feveral  other  Hans-.towns,  both  being  for  their  mutual  defence  againft  any  fuch  encroach- 
ments. Which  defenfive  treaties,  though  they  did  not  mention  Denmark  exprefsly,  had,  how- 
ever, the  defired  efFeft  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  reader  Is  to  take  notice,  that  the  above  dates  of  this  memorable  tranfa£tion  are  taken 
merely  on  Werdcnhagcn's  credit,  who  feemed  fo  much  mailer  of  tliis  fabjeft,  as  to  venture  to 
correft  Thuanus  concerning  the  fame. 

This  effort  of  the  declining  Hans-towns  to  draw  the  Dutch  into  a  confederacy  with  them 
for  the  freedom  of  commerce,  by  the  powerful  conjunftion  of  England,  produced  the  defired 
effeft.  Yet,  in  general,  it  was  unlikely  that  any  durable  confederacy,  and  much  lefs  an  union, 
as  fome  tlien  propofed,  could  take  place  between  the  Dutch  and  fo  great  a  number  of  widely 
difperfed  towns,  whole  interefts  were,  and  are  almoft  as  different  as  their  fituations  ;  over- 
awed alfo,  as  they  were,  by  the  greater  potentates  near  them,  fince  they  have  become  fo  ftrong 
in  fhipping.  Such  an  union,  therefore,  could  not  be  advantageous  to  the  Dutch,  whofc 
aim  always  was,  to  gain  ground  every  where  in  commerce,  and  who  now  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury have  cngrofled  the  greateft  part  of  the  trade  of  the  Baltic,  and  have  thereby  rendered  moft 
of  the  Hanfeatic  ports  on  that  fea  as  empty  of  good  (hipping,  as  their  exchanges  are  now  of 
rich  merchants. 

About  this  time  alfo,  (fays  Werdcnhagen,  vol.  ii.  part  5,  p.  105)  the  Swedes  treated  as  ene- 
mies all  fuch  merchant  fhips  as  did  not  take  out  licenfes  from  their  King,  for  liberty  to  trade 
thither.  So  that  the  Eafterling  Hans-towns,  being  prefled  with  difficulties  on  every  fide,  were 
obliged  to  relinquilh  a  confidcrable  part  of  their  ancient  commerce,  which  gradually  brought 
on  their  prefent  great  declenfion. 

Ireland,  having  been  very  much  exhaufted  of  people  by  former  wars  and  rebellions,  King 
James  the  Firft,  finding  it  now  in  peace,  thought  it  a  proper  time  to  improve  it :  he  accord- 
ingly divided  the  whole  kingdom  into  counties,  appointed  regular  circuits  of  the  judges  ;  and 
(fays  Sir  James  Ware,  in  his  Hiftorical  Relations)  **  the  benefit  and  proteftion  of  the  laws 
*'  of  England  were  communicated  to  all,  as  well  Irifh  as  Englilh;  whereby  the  Irifli  were 
**  reclaimed  froni  their  wildnefs,— to  cut  off  their  glibs  and  long  hair, — to  convert  their  man- 
*'  ties  into  cloaks, — and  to  conform  themfelves  to  the  manner  of  England,  in  all  their  beha- 
**  viour  and  outward  forms. — The  poffeflion  and  limits  of  lands  were  fettled,  whereby  the 
"  hearts  of  the  people  were  alfo  fettled,  and  they  were  now  encouraged  to  build  and  plant,  and 
**  to  improve  the  commodities  of  the  lands  ;  whereby  the  yearly  value  thereof  is  already  in- 
**  creafed  double  of  what  it  was  within  thefe  few  years  ;  as  is  alfo  the  crown  revenue. — En- 
**  couragement  has  been  given  to  the  maritime  towns  and  cities,  as  well  to  increafe  their  trade 
**  of  merchandize,  as  to  cherifh  mechanical  arts  and  fcienccs. — Alfo  he  granted  markets  and 
'*  fairs  in  all  counties,  ariderefted  corporate  towns  among  them. — So  that,  until  the  begin- 
"  ningof  his  Majefty's  reign,"  /.  e.  King  James  the  Firft,  in  whofe  reign  ourVaid  author 
wrote,  **  Ireland  was  never  entirely  fubdued  and  brought  under  obedience  to  the  crown  of 
*•  England.^* 

Sir  John  Davis  juftly  remarks,  in  many  places  of  his  ufeful  treatife  on  this  fubjeft,  what  bad 
policy  it  waa  in  England,  that,  for  the  fpace  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  years,  at  Icaft,  after 
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16 1 2  the  firft  attempt  of  Ireland's  conqueft,  the  Englifh  laws  were  not  communicated  to  the  Irilh^ 
nor  the  benefit  and  proteftion  thereof  allowed  unto  them,  though  they  earneftly  dcfired  th; 
fame. — As  if  it  was  intended  to  keep  a  perpetual  feparation  and  enmity  between  the  Englilh 
and  Irifli  ;  fo  that  a  continual  war  was  kept  up  between  them  till  this  happy  time  that  a  *'  cora- 
•*  plete  conqueft  was  now  made  of  that  entire  ifland.*' 

Moreover,  for  the  prevention  of  future  rebellions,  King  James  having,  in  the  year  1609, 
propofed  to  the  city  of  London,  the  making  of  an  Englilh  fettlement  in  a  part  of  the  province 
of  Ulfter,  then  much  depopulated  and  deferted  ;  and  the  city  having  accepted  of  his  Majefty's 
propofal,  and  raifed,  as  we  have  feen  under  the  year  1609,  the  fum  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
for  the  making  of  a  new  fettlement  there,  (the  late  rebellious  old  Irilh  inhabitants  of  Ulfter 
being  all  tranfplanted  into  the  province  of  Connaught,  where  to  this  day  their  pofterity  inha- 
bit) fent  thither  about  three  hundred  pcrfons,  of  all  forts  of  handicrafts  and  occupations,  in 
the  year  1612,  principally  intended  for  the  re-peopling  of  Dcrry  (thence  on  this  account 
named  London-derry)  and  Coleraine, — two  hundred  houfes  to  be  built  in  the  former,  and  one 
hundred  in  the  latter.  The  King  alfo  erefted  Derry  into  a  bifhoprick,  and  Coleraine  into  a 
corporation. 

A  corporation  was  accordingly  eftablifhed  in  London  for  that  end,  under  the  name  of,— The 
Governor  and  Committee  of  the  Irifh  Society,  to  be  ;innually  elefted  out  of  the  Court  of  Al- 
dermen and  Common  Council,  for  the  management  of  the  lands  and  filheries  of  that  part  of 
Ireland.  Yet,  it  feems.  King  James  thought  the  magiftrates  of  the  city  of  London  were  not 
expeditious  enough  therein  :  for,  in  the  year  1613,  he  fent  for  that  newly  erefted  corporation 
to  Greenwich,  and  reprimanded  them  for  their  dilatorinefs,  &c.  Whereupon  the  city  fent 
over  to  Ulfter  an  Alderman  and  a  Commoner,  with  fome  furveyors,  who  fettled  that  new 
colony  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  both  the  King  and  the  city  :  and  the  lands  and  the  filheries  have 
been  fince  greatly  improved,  to  the  confiderable  benefit  of  that  part  of  Ireland ;  it  being  a  very 
valuable  cftate  poffefled  to  this  day  by  the  city  of  London,  in  its  corporate  capacity,  con- 
duced, as  above-mentioned,  by  a  Governor,  Deputy,  and  Committee. 

In  this  fame  year  1612,  a  contraft  of  marriage  being  concluded  between  the  Lady  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  King  James  I.  of  Great  Britain,  and  Frederic,  Eleftor  Palatine,  it  was  agreed, 
that  her  portion  Ihould  be  forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  ;  which  the  record  in  Rymer's  Foe- 
dera,  vol.  xvi,  p.  722,  fays,  •*  was  according  to  the  cuftom  of  England,"  (fecundum  conjuttt' 
dinem  AngUa).  Now,  where  to  find  this  cuftom,  before  this  one  inftance,  will,  we  imagine, 
be  very  difficult  or  rather  impoffible.  The  laft  marriage  of  any  female  of  the  royal  family  was 
that  of  Queen  Mary,  in  the  year  1554,  to  Philip,  fon  to  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  afterwards 
Philip  II.  King  of  Spain  :  but,  as  that  Princefs  was  aftually  in  the  fecond  year  of  her  own 
reign,  there  neither  was  nor  could  be  any  portion  ftipulated  with  that  Emperor,  who,  indeed 
agreed,  that  her  dowry  fhould  be  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  Flemifti  money,  per  annum,  viz^ 
forty  thoufand  pounds  out  of  Spain,  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  from  Brabant,  Flanders, 
Hainault,  and  Holland.  The  very  lateft  proper  inftance  then  of  any  marriage  portion  of  la- 
dies of  the  royal  family  is  that  of  Henry  the  Eighth's  will,  (under  the  year  1546)  which  we 
have  given  in  its  place,  whereby  he  bequeaths  *'  ten  thoufand  pounds  to  each  of  his  two 
*•  daughters  at  their  marriages,  or  a  larger  fum,  at  the  difcretion  of  our  executors." — Foedera, 
vol.  XV.  p.  110. 

The  next  preceding  treaty  of  marriage  was  between  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  in  the  year 
1522,  and  the  Emperor  Charles  die  Fifth,  then  on  a  vifit  to  England  (as  delivered  by  Rapin, 

and 
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1612  and  other  hiftoiians)  for  the  marriage  of  the  latter  with  King  Henry's  daughter  Mary,  (when 

(h«  fhouid  be  twelve  years  of  age,)  whereby  King  Henry  ftipulatcs  to  give  with  her  a  portion 
of  four  hundred  thoufand  crowns  ;  a  much  larger  fum  than  forty  thoufand  pounds.  We  need 
not  obferve  that  this  contraft  never  took  place :  ^nd,  indeed,  fccms  not  to  have  been  any 
other  than  an  oftentatious  compliment.-^The  next  immediately  preceding  this  treaty  of  mar- 
riage, was  that  under  the  year  15 1 8,  (Foedera,  vol.  xiii.  p.  632^  whereby  King  Henry  the 
Eighth  llipulates  to  give  a  portion  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  French  crowns  with 
his  faid  infant  daughter  Mary,  to  the  Dauphin,  King  Francis  the  Firft's  fon. — And  the  next 
preceding  one,  was  in  the  year  15 14,  (Foedera,  vol  xiii.  p.  423)  whereby  Mary,  the  fecond 
daughter  of  King  Henry  VII.  was  to  have  four  hundred  thoufand  gold  crowns  when  married, 
as  fhc  afterwards  was,  to  King  Louis  XH.  of  France.  In  1508,  as  we  have  feen,  this  fame 
lady  was,  by  her  fatlier's  treaty,  to  have  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  gold  crowns,  when 
married  to  Charles,  grandibn  of  the  Emperor  Maximilian:  ibid.  vol.  xiii.  p.  173. — And  the 
next  preceding  treaty  of  marriage  was  in  1500,  (Fcedera,  vol.  xii.  p.  787)  when  King  Henry 
the  Seventh  contracts  with  King  James  the  Fourth,  of  Scotland,  to  give  his  eldeft  daughter 
Margaret   in  marriage,    her  portion  to  be  thirty  thoufand  gold  nobles^    being  exaftly  ten; 

thoufand   pounds  flerling. And   the  next   and   laft  marriage  treaty  we   (hall    mention, 

was  between  King  Edward  IV.  of  England,  and  King  James  III.  of  Scotland,  in  1474, 
whereby  Cecily,  Edward's  daughter,  was,  on  her  marriage  with  James,  the  infant  Prince  of 
Scotland,  to  have  twenty  thoufand  marks  fterling,  (Fcedera,  vol.  xi.  fol.  824.)  Thus  we  fee, 
that,  as  far  as  hiftory  and  records  can  make  out,  there  was  no  fuch  cuftom  as  is  above  alleg- 
ed :  and  that  the  royal  portions  were  fometimes  more  and  fometimes  lefs  than  the  fum  in  quef- 
tion,  according  to  the  humour  or  political  views  of  the  contrafting  parties.  Poffibly,  King 
James  himfelf  had  fome  political  reafon  for  inferting  that  claufe  in  this  faid  contraft  with  the 
Eleftor.  Unlefs  by  the  faid  words,  "  according  to  the  cuftom  of  England,"  no  more  was 
really  intended  by  the  King,  than  what  the  Kings  of  England  were  accuftomed  to  give,  as 
portions,  in  general  with  their  daughters  on  their  marriage  ;  which  cuftom  was  the  fame  in 
every  other  court  in  Chriftendom,  and  therefore  that  claufe  could  not  fairly  admit  of  this 
conftruflion.  This  therefore  was  the  firft  identical  forty  thoufand  pounds  ever  given  as  a 
royal  marriage  portion.  According  to  the  faid  contraft,  *•  the  Lady  Elizabeth's  houlhold 
•«  was  to  confift  of  thirty-fix  men  fervants  and  thirteen  women  fervants,  bcfides  thofe  belong- 
"  ing  to  the  ftables." 

And,  (Fcedera,  vol.  xvi.  p.  724.)  the  fame  year,  we  find  King  James  taking  the  benefit  of 
a  ftatute  of  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  King  Edward  the  Third,  which  enabled  the  King  to  levy 
a  reafonable  aid  for  the  marriage  of  his  eldeft  daughter;  having  ilfued  his  precepts  to  the^ 
fherifFs  o£  the  feveral  counties  for  the  levying  thereof:  which  was  the  very  fame  with  that  he 
levied  in  1609,  for  making  his  eldeft  fon  a  knight,  viz.  twenty  fliillings  on  every  knight's-fce ; 
and  the  like  on  every  twenty  pounds  per  annum  on  all  lands  held  of  the  crown  in  foccage. 
Which  aid  was  alfo  (we  conceive)  the  laft  of  the  kind  raifcd  by  any  of  our  Kings. 

In  p.  725,  ibid,  we  find  it  agreed,  that  the  before-named  forty  thoufand  pounds  was  to  be 
paid  intwo  years,  by  four  payments  often  thoufand  pounds  each  half  year.  And  the  lady's 
dowry  was  to  be  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling  yearly;  befides  one  thoufand  five  hundred 
pounds  yearly  to  be  paid  her  during  the  Elector's  life,  for, her  privy  purfe.  The  falaries  of 
her  offxers  are  alfo  fixed  thereby  in  fterling  money,  viz.  mafter  of  her  houJhold,  per  aniuim, 
fixt}  -fix  pounds  thirteen  fhillings  and  four-pence. — Her  fccretary,  fifty  pounds. — The  mafter 
3  'of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


254  AN     HISTORICAL     AND      CHRONOLOGICAL        DEDUCTION 

A.    D. 

1612  of  her  horfc,  fifty  pounds. — To  four  gentlemen,  (waiters)  each  twenty  pounds. — To  her 
chaplain,  fifty  pounds. — And  to  her  phyilcian,  fifty  pounds,  kc. 

In  the  following  year,  that  afcerward-unfortunate  Eleftor  and  his  fpoufe  were  conveyed 
over  to  Flanders  in  great  ftate,  by  the  Lord  Admiral,  Earl  of  Nottingham,  with  eight  of  the 
King's  fhips,  befide  tfanfports  with  baggage,  &c. 

In  this  fameyear,  or,  as  fome  are  of  opinion,  two  years  fooner,  the  Danes  firft  began  to 
refort  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  whither  they  have  ever  fince  carried  on  a  commerce,  and  have  a  good 
fort  and  town,  begun  to  be  fettled  in  or  about  the  year  1617,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandcl, 
called  Tranquebar ;  though  their  trade  is  not  at  this  time  very  confiderable. 

In  the  fame  year  16 12,  the  cluftcr  of  fmall  and  very  rocky  iflands,  fituated  between  Europe 
and  America,  and  named  the  Bermuda  or  Summer  Ifles,  in  the  north  latitude  of  thirty-two 
and  one-half  degrees  (five  hundred  miles  direftly  Eaft  from  Carohna)  was  firft  planted  by  the 
Englifti.     They  had,  almoft  one  hundred  years  before,  been  difcovered  by  one  Bermuda,  a 
Spaniard,  but  were  never  fettled  before  this  time.     Sir  George  Somers  and  Sir  Thomas  Gates, 
in  their  voyage  to  Virginia,  in  the  year  1609,  were  ftiip-wrecked  there,  and  lived  there  nine 
months;  and  having  built  a  Ihip  of  their  cedar  wood,  they  failed  from  thence  to  Virginia. 
They  left  two  men  in  the  largcft  ifle,  who  were  found  alive  in  1612,  whe it  they  firft  planted 
a  colony  there.     And  from  the  firft-nanied  gentleman  they  were  named  the  Somers  Ifles,  now 
vulgarly  the  Summer  Ifles,  though  the  firft  name  of  Bermuda  is  moftly  ufed.     Sir  George 
Somers  was,  it  feems,  a  fecond  time  driven  on  thoXe  ifles,  and  died  there.     But  thofe  who 
were  with  him,  on  their  arrival  in  England,  made  fo  favourable  a  report  of  the  beauty  and 
fertility  of  them,  that  the  Virginia  Company  (who,  as  firft  difcoverers,  claimed  the  property) 
fold  them  to  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  perfons,  to  whom  King  James  I.  granted  a  char- 
ter.    And,  in  this  year  1612,  they  fettled  one  hundred  and  fixty  perfons  on  the  largeft  of 
them,  named  St.  George's  ifle,  and  fent  afterwards  five  hundred  more  people  thither,  in  the 
year  1619  ;  whereupon  they  inftituted  an  aflTembly,  with  a  governor  and  council.     Some  have 
reckoned  the  iflands  four  hundred  in  number;  but  moft  of  them  too  fmall  to  have  any  name, 
they  being  all  circumfcribed  within  the  cbmpafs  of  little  more  than  about  forty-feven  leagues. 
St.  George's,  the  largeft,  is  naturally  fortified  almoft  quite  round  by  rocks ;  and  where  there 
is  any  landing  place  they  have  forts  and  batteries  ;  and  their  only  two  harbours  are  alfo  very 
well  fortified.     They  at  firft  planted  fome  tobacco  ;  but  it  did  not  anfwcr  cxpeftation.     They 
arc  faid  to  have  had  the  fiiieft  oranges  in  the  world,  alfo  mulberries,  olives,  &c.  and  the 
nobleft  of  cedar  trees.     Yet  they  produce  very  little  ftaple  commodities  fit  for  exportation,  ex- » 
cepting  their  cedar  floops,  with  which  they  trade,  -and  fell  them  at  the  Weft  Indies,  and  forac 
provifions :  with  the  gain  of  which  trade  they  are  enabled  to  pay  Great  Britain  for  all  the  ne- 
ceflTaries  they  are  conftantly  fupplied  with.     It  was  afterwards,  like  Virginia,  made  a  regal 
government,  and  fo  it  ftill  continues.     As  thefe  ifles  He  fo  remote  from  America,  there  were 
no  people  found  thereon  when  the  Englifti  planted  them;  but  they  found  plenty  of  hogs, 
which  the  Spaniards  had  left  there,  as  they  likewifc  did  on  many  .other  uninhabited  ifles,  that 
they  might  afterwards,  in  cafe  of  fliipwreck  or  ftorms,  find  fuftenance  thereon.     Two  mif- 
fortunes  the  Bermudians  have  attending  them,  viz.  Firft,  A  want  of  frefti  water.     Secondly, 
They  are  often  attacked  by  furious  winds,  ftorms,,  thunder,  &c.     At  their  principal  ifland  of 
St.  George,  as  well  as  at  their  chief  town,  large  Ihips  may  fafely  enter,  and  be  fecure  from 
enemies,  both  harbours  being  fo  well  fortified,  that  an  enemy  may  be  eafily  kept  out :  and 
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1612  this  is,  probably,  the  principal  reafon  for  Britain's  keeping  thofe  inconfiderablc  and  much 
worn  out  iiles ;  they  lying  fo  much  in  the  way  of  our  enemies,  (in  whofe  power  they  ought 
never  to  be)  as  well  as  of  our  own  (hipping;  there  being  no  produdlions  there  but  what 
niay  be  had  in  our  other  plantations.  Their  tobacco  is,  by  no  means,  fo  good  as  that 
of  Virginia. 

The  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company  now  fent  thither  one  (hip,  carrying  Sir  Robert  Shirlej'-, 
who  was  difpatched  by  King  Jaraes,  as  his  ambalTador  to  Perfia,  and  witli  him  Sir  Thomas 
Powell,  who  obtained  of  the  Perfian  court  certain  privileges  for  that  company.  This  (hip 
returned  home  with  a  lading  of  pepper,  from  Sumatra  and  Bantam,  in  the  year  1614;  being 
ufually  reckoned  the  twelfth  voyage  of  this  company. 

In  the  fame  year,  James  Hall  and  William  Baffin  failed  as  high  in  Hudfon's  Bay  as  latitude 
fixty-five  degrees  twenty-minutes,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  a  paflage  to  China,  in  vain. 
They  alfo  made  trial  of  a  fuppofed  mine  there,  which  had  been  dug  by  fome  Danes,  but  found 
ir  totally  unproduftive. 

The  Spaniards  and  Portuguefe  dill  continuing  to  infift,  that  none  but  themfelves  had  any 
right  to  fail  beyond  the  Equinoftial  Line ;  in  order  to  confute  that  declaration  the  learned 
Hugo  Grotius,  on  the  part  of  his  own  country  of  Holland,  came  forth  with  his  ever- famous 
fmall  Latin  treatife,  entitled,  Mare  Liherum^  Jive  de  jure  quod  Batavis  compctit  ad  Indicana 
Commercing  DiJJertaho,^^ — /.  e.  The  Freedom  of  the  Sea,  or  a  Difcourfe  concerning  that  Right 
which  the  Hollanders  claim  of  trading  to  India.     He  begins  with  an  addrefs  to  the  Princes 
and  free  people  of  Chriftendom;  and,  in  thirteen  chapters,  learnedly  illuftrates  the  freedom  of 
navigation  on  the  open  feas  to  all  mankind.     **  That  neither  the  Portuguefe  nor  Spaniards 
**  had  any  kind  of  exclufive  right  of  dominion  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  neither, 
**  Firft,  By  the  title  of  prior  difcovery:  nor, 
**  Secondly,  By  virtue  of  the  Pope's  donation  :  nor, 
**  Thirdly,  By  right  of  war  or  conqueft  :  nor, 

**  Fourthly,  By  virtue  of  any  claim  of  prefcription  or  cuftom. — That,  by  the  law"  of  na- 
**  tions,  commerce  is  free  to  all  mankind  :  and  therefore  by  no  equitable  rule  ought  they  to 
*•  reftrain  the  freedom  of  the  Indian  commerce,  which  the  Hollanders  are  determined  to 
"  maintain,  whether  in  peace  or  war."  He  clearly  proved,  (which  indeed  it  was  very  eafy  to 
do)  •*  that  the  Portuguefe  were  far  from  being  the  original  difcoverers  of  the  Eaft  India  feas. 
*•  Firft,  From  Alexander  the  Great's  difcoveries  thereof,  and  of  the  Perfian  and  Arabian 
«'  Gulphs. 

*•  Secondly,  From  Caius  Ca?far's  having  found  marks  in  the  Red  Sea  of  the  wrecks  of 
**  Ihips,  belonging  to  the  Gaditani  \  who  could  come  no  other  way  thither  but  by  the  Cape  of 
**  Good  Hope.  He  cites  Coelius  AntipaterV  ocular  teftimony  of  a  maritime  commerce  in 
**  ancient  times  between  Spain  and  Ethiopia, — and  what  Cornelius  Nepos  writes,  viz.  that 
•*  in  his  time,  Eudoxus,  flying  from  Lathyrus,  King  of  Alexandria,  took  fhipping  in  the 
**  Red  Sea,  and  failed  round  Africa  to  Gades  in  Spain. — That  while  Carthage  flourilhed,  it 
"  is  moft  clear,  that  thofe  people,  deeply  fkilled  in  maritime  affairs,  were  not  ignorant  of 
*'  thofe  feas  :  particularly,  that  Hanno  failed  from  Gades  to  the  furtheft  parts  of  Arabia,  round 
•*  by  that  now  called  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  would  have  gone  further,  had  not  his 
**  ftores  and  provifions  failed  him. — Next,  the  regular  annual  voyages  of  the  Romans  from 
"  Egypt  to  India,  by  the  Red  Sea,  after  Auguftus  had  conquered  Egypt. — And  tliat  Strabo 
**  aflerts,  that  in  his  own  time  a  company  of  merchants  of  Alexandria  traded  with  (hips  from 
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1612  "  the  Red  Sea  to  the  furtheft  Ethiopia,  as  well  as  to  India."  Grotius  fubjoins,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  Portuguefe  firft  failing  to  India,  the  feveral  feas  between  Europe  and  India  were 
known,  and  could  not  poffibly  be  unpraftifed  by  the  people  of  the  refpeftivc  countries  border- 
ing on  thofe  feas,  viz.  Moors,  Ethiopians,  Arabians,  Perfians,  and  Indians :  and  that,  "  /«- 
*'  vent  10  nihil  juris  trituit,  niji  in  ea  qua  ante  inventionem  nullius  fuerant ;  i.e.  a  difcovery  gives 
**  no  right  to  any  thing  but  what  belonged  to  no-body  before  fuch  difcovery." — Cap.  ii. — 
What  then  can  fairly  be  faid  for  Europe's  difcoverics  in  America,  where  there  were  many 
millions  of  native  Indians,  and  more  particularly  ii>  Mexico  and  Peru,  in  both  which  coun- 
.tries  there  were  eftablifhed  monarchies,  for  fome  centuries  prior  to  the  Spaniards  firft  invafion 
of  them? 

*'  Laftly,  Neither  is  it  certain,  that  unlefs  the  Portuguefe  had  made  the  difcovery  (as  they 
'•  term  it)  of  India,  none  elfe  would  have  done  it.  For  tlic  time  was  then  come  when  almoft 
**  all  arts,  and  particularly  tlie  fituation  of  tlie  earth  and  feas,  were  much  better  underftood 
«*  and  daily  improving. — The  Venetians,  who  had  learned  much  of  India,  were  then  upon 
"  further  enquiries;  the  indefatigable  induftry  of  the  people  of  Bretagne,  and  the  bold  at- 
**  tempts  of  the  Englifli,  all  plainly  fhew,  what  in  time  would  have  been  efFefted."  Among 
his  other  reafonings,  he  quotes  Alphonfus  Caftrenfis,  a  Spanifh  Divine,  as  inveighing  againft 
the  abfurdity  and  injufticc  of  thofe  nations  who  claim  an  cxclufive  navigation  in  certain  feas ; 
as  the  Genoefe,  in  their  Bay  ;  the  Venetians,  in  their  Gulph  ;  and,  principally,  the  Portuguefe, 
in  the  Eaft  Indian  feas  ;  as  well  as  all  other  nations  (Spain  itfelf  not  excepted)  who  pretend  to 
fuch  an  exclufive  right  on  the  fea,  (which  is  common  to  all)  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature,  or 
natural  juft ice,  and  to  that  natural  and  divine  rule,  of  doing  to  others  as  we  would  they  Ihould 
do  to  us. — Toward  the  conclufion,  Grotius,  fpeaking  of  the  neceffity  of  vindicating  by  all 
pofllble  means  the  freedom  of  navigation  and  commerce,  thus  addreffcs  his  own  nation,  viz. 
**  Go  on,  thou  moft  invincible  nation  on  the  Ocean,  in  boldly  aflerting  and  defending  tliat 
*'  freedom  which  is  not  thine  alone^  but  is  equally  the  right  of  all  mankind." 

In  this  treatife  there  is  not  a  word  exprefely  mentioned  of  England's  claim  to  any  kind  of 
fea  dominion;  the  author's  whole  drift  feeming profefledly  to  be  againft  Spain  and  Portuo^al. 
Yet  there  is  one  exprcffion  in  this  fifth  chapter,  which  feems  to  have  been  pointed  at  Kino- 
Jameses  having  obliged  the  Hollanders  to  pay  a  tribute  for  the  liberty  of  fiftiing  on  our  coafts, 
where  he  aflerts,  "  That  the  reafons  given  for  the  freedom  of  navigation  hold  equally  good  for 
**  that  of  fiftiing  on  the  feas,  which  alfo  ought  to  remain  common  or  free  to  all." 

What  fomewhat  confirms  this  conjefture  was,  that,  in  the  year  1615,  one  William  Wei- 
wood  publiftied,  at  London,  a  fmall  treatife,  in  Latin,  of  twenty-eight  pages,  in  quarto, 
with  the  following,  title,  (probably  by  King  James's  own  direftion)  viz.  **  De  Dcminio  Maris 
•*  Juribufque  ad  Dominium  praecipue  fpeftantibus,  Aflertio  brevls  et  methodica.  Cofmo- 
**  poll,  1615."  In  his  dedication  to  Queen  Anne,  he  figns  Gulielmus  Welwood  ;  and,  as  it 
is  an  anfwer  to  Grotius,  we  fliall  here  give  the  fubftance  of  it;  though  three  years  later  in 
point  of  time. 

He  endeavours  to  prove,  *'  that  the  fea  is  capable  of  diftinftion  of  property,  or  of  private 
^*  dominion,  as  well  as  the  land ;  contrary  to  the  opinion  (he  pwns)  of  many  ancient  lawyers, 
**  orators,  and  poets  ;  as  Cicero,  Seneca,  Virgil,  Plautus,  Ovid,  &c.  whom  he  boldly  accufes 
'*^  of  ignorance  of , the  law  of  nature." — And  he  fixes  that  dominion  to  be  one  hundred  miles 
£vcry  way  from  the  ftiore  of  tlie  country  adjacent,  and  claiming  the  fame.     But  all  the  reft  of 
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1612  the  fea  beyond  that  limit,  he,  and  the  civilians  Bartolus  and  Cepola,  whom  he' quotes,  leave 

pcrfedlly  free  to  all  mankind  to  ufe  indifferently  without  all  doubt  or  controverfy. — Thefe 
points  he  fpeaks  of  as  the  fcnfe  of  all  nations,  "  excepting,'*  fays  he,  **  only  one  nation, 
*'  who,  though  her  native  foil  abounds  with  milk,  is  neverthelefs  indebted  to  other  countries 
•*  for  all  other  neceflaries,  and  is  even  enriched  and  become  haughty  with  the  fpoils  of  all 
**  nations,  having  defpifed  all  diftinftion,  in  her  open  or  free  fea,"  in  mart  fuo  libero^  **  and 
*'  has  even  had  tlie  boldnefs  to  ftile  herfelf  invincible  !"  cap.  i. 

In  his  third  chapter,  he  complains,  *'  That  the  Britons  are  robbed  in  their  own  fcas  by 
**  foreign  fifhers,  who  like  an  inundation  crowd  her  Ihores  with  their  fifhing  veffels ;  info- 
**  much,  that  the  filh  thereby  arc  fo  much  diminifhed,  that  whereas  thirty  years  before  they 
**  were  wont  to  come  in  flioals  up  to  our  very  houfes,  now  it  puts  our  poor  filhers  to  the  toil 
"  and  hazard  of  going  many  miles  out  to  fea  in  queft  of  them — That  the  Scots,  formerly 
"  obferving  and  confidering^  this  damage,  obliged  the  Dutch,  by  treaty,  to  keep  at  eighty 
**  miles  diftance  from  their  fliores  in  their  fifhery."  We  wifli  this  treaty  were  to  be  found  : 
**  And  themfelves  to  pay  a  tribute  at  the  port  of  Aberdeen,'*  fo  fay  fome  of  the  Scotifh  hifto- 
rians,  "  where  a  tower  was  erefted,  for  that  and  other  purpofes,  at  which  the  Dutch  paid 
*'  that  tribute  even  in  the  memory  of  our  fathers  ;  although  by  the  diftraftions,  &c.  of  fuc- 
**  ceeding  times  the  fame  be  now  quite  neglefted." 

In  his  fourth  and  laft  chapter,  he  endeavours  to  prove,  by  quotations  from  civilians,  &c. 
"  That  the  fea,"  /.  e.  the  paflage  of  ftrangers  within  his  above-named  limits,  '*  is  tributable,  ' 
**  (and  that  Cepola  particularly  affirms  this  of  the  Venetian  Gulph)  both  on  account  of  fafv.* 
<*  guards  from  pirates  and  of  the  expence  of  maintaining  beacons,  and  likewife  for  leave  to 
•*  fifti  within  fuch  limits." 

But,  as  neither  he  nor  any  one  elfe  ever  undertook  to  fix  exaftly  any  certain  mark  whereby 
to  know  the  limits  fo  claimed  in  the  fea,  this  occafioned  the  Hollanders  in  thofe  days  to  fay 
fcoffingly,  that  if  the  Englifh  would  pleafe  to  drive  in  or  fix  (lakes  or  palifadoes  round  the  feas 
they  claimed  as  their  property,  they  would  willingly  fubmit  to  their  claim.  Otherwife,  whilft 
the  fea  remained  fo  unfixed,  indivifible,  and  uncertain,  they  Ihould  continue  to  ufe  it  in  com- 
mon with  all  other  nations,  both  for  navigation  and  filhery.  To  fay  the  truth,  what  has  been 
obferved  by  others  carries  obvious  demonftration  and  reafon  with  it,  viz.  That  a  claim  to 
any  uncertain  dominion  implies  a  kind  of  nullity  in  it;  and  would  alfo  be  produftive  of  an 
infinity  of  contentions :  feeing  it  is  Impofiible  for  the  moft  innocent  and  intelligent  to  know 
cxaftly  the  limits  of  fuch  a  claimed  dominion  ;  nor,  confequently,  can  they  always  be  able  to 
avoid  encroaching  on  it,  fince  the  claimers  tliemfelves  are  unable  to  fix  any  mark  to  their 
limits. 

We  Ihall  have  occafion  to  fay  fomewhat  more  concerning  the  claim  of  the  fea  dominion 
under  the  year  1635. 

Until  this  time  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  trade  was  carried  on  by  fcveral  feparate  flocks,  mak- 
ing particular  running  voyages ;  but  in  this  year  they  united  all  into  one  general  joint  capital 
flock.  Yet  it  feems  to  have  been  a  great  overfight,  that  even  for  fome  years  after  this  cou- 
folidating  of  flocks,  they  did  not,  like  the  Portuguefe  and  Dutch,  eredl  any  foxn  nor  per- 
manent fettlements  in  India.  They  fent  but  one  fhip  in  this  year  on  the  faid  joint  flock 
account. 

The  confideration  of  the  voyage  of  Richard  Chancelor,  f<cc.  in  the  lafl  century,  from 

Ruffia,  down  the  great  river  Volga  and  acrofs  the  Caff  ian  Sea  into  Perfia,  where  h:  attempt- 
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1613  cd  to  trade  with  our  Englifh  manufafturcs,  &c.  for  Perfian  and  Indian  merchandize,  did,  in 
this  year,  put  Sir  Henry  Neville  upon  a  fcheme  of  the  fame  nature,  for  bringing  the  whole 
trade  of  Perfia  and  the  inland  parts  of  India  up  the  river  Hydafpes,  (a  branch  of  the  Indus) 
and  from  thence  over  land  to  the  river  Oxus,  which  falls  into  the  Cafpian  Sea;  then  acrofs 
that  fea  and  up  the  Volga  to  a  fmall  land  carriage,  which  would  bring  them  to  the  river 
Dwina,  and  fo  down  to  Archaageh  This  projeft  was  communicated  by  one  John  Cham- 
berlain, in  a  letter  to  Sir  Ralph  Winwood,  at  the  Hague,  and  is  printed  in  his  Memorials  of 
Affairs  of  State,  volume  third,  but  this  letter-writer  very  juftly  thought  it  a  matter  of  no  fmall 
difficulty.  This  fcheme,  however,  as  far  as  relates  to  Perfia  acrofs  the  Cafpian,  has  in  our 
^  days  been  found  praflicable  for  the  bringing  of  raw  filk  from  thence  by  our  Rujlia  Company ; 
till  the  continual  troubles  in  Perfia  have  again  rendered  it  imprafticable  for  the  prefcnt. 

In  this  year,  fixty-two  perfons  from  England  had  a  grant  of  land^  in  and  wintered  at  New- 
foundland :  they  pretended  to  have  raifed  wheat,  rye,  and  garden-ftuff  there :  yet  it  is  fincc 
found  that  neither  wheat  nor  any  other  grain  will  profper  on  that  ifland,  Thofe  planters, 
however,  foon  grew  weary  of  their  attempts,  which  by  no  means  anfwered  their  expectations, 
and  therefore  transferred  their  grant  to  other  now  adventurers. 

In  this  tenth  year  of  King  James'^  reign  he  coined  the  pound  weight  of  gold  into  forty-four 
pounds  by  tale  of  the  old  ftandard  of  twenty- three  carrats  three  and  one-half  grains  fine.  He 
alfo  coined  gold  this  fame  year  of  bafer  allay,  viz.  of  twcnty-lwo  carrats  fine,  into  forty 
pounds  eighteen  fhillings  and  four-pence  by  tale ;  the  pieces  being  units  of  twenty-two  Ihil- 
Jings ;  double  crowns,  eleven  fhillings;  Britain  crowns,  five  fhillings  and  fix-pence ;  Thiftlc 
crowns,  four  fhillings  and  four-pence  three  farthings  ;  and  half  Britain  crowns,  two  fhillings 
and  nine-pence  each.  A  very  fl range  fancy,  of  having  gold  coins  of  different  fincnefs;  which 
however  we  fhall  fee  was  praftifed  alfo  by  his  fon. 

In  the  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  concluded  in  the  year  161 3,  between  King  Chriflian 
IV.  of  Denmark,  and  Gudavus  Adolphus  of  Sweden,  under  the  n>ediation  of  King  James  I. 
of  Great  Britain,  and  therefore  inferted  at  length  in  the  Foedera,  wc  find  the  following  articles. 
See  the  fixteenth  volume,  p.  738,  &c. 

•*  I.  The  Swedifh  King  yields  up  forever  his  pretenfions  to  the  fea  coafl  of  Norway  Lap- 
**  land,  including  therein  the  government  of  Wardhuys,  near  the  north  cape." 

(^  The  boundaries  of  Lapland,  or  Lapmark,  as  it  is  fometimes  called,  had,  it  fcems,  been 
before  difputed  between  Sweden  and  the  crown  of  Denmark,  as  fovereign  of  Norway;  and 
even  by  this  article  they  are  left  very  vague  and  uncertain,  any  further  than  the  fea  coafl.  It 
is  even  a  qncftion,  w^hether  in  our  own  times  that  favage  country's  exaft  boundaries  be  as  yet 
afcertained  between  the  three  nations  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Ruffia. 

**  II.  It  fhall  be  free  for  both  parties  to  trade  to  each  other's  country,  without  paying  any 
"  cuflom  or  duty. 

**  III.  The  Swedes  fhall  freely  pafs  the  Sound  with  their  fhips  without  paying  toll  there, 
*'  either  for  their  perfons  or  goods ;  excepting  in  the  cafe  of  foreign  liquors,  for  which  the 
•*  Swedes  mufl  pay  the  fame  toll  as  Danrfh  fubjefts  themfelves  do. 

*'  IV.  The  Swedifh  King  flipulates  to  pay  King  Chriflian  of  Denmark  one  million  of 
*'  dollars,"  ticdes  centenh  miUlbus^  ihajerorum^  **  in  fix  years  time,  for  all  the  forts  and  terri- 
**  tories  which  the  latter  now  yields  to  the  forqier." 

The  Englifli  Ruffia  Company  having,  in  this  year  1613,  obtained  of  King  James  the  Firfl 
a  charter  excluding  all  othen,  natives  as  well  as  foreigners,  from  failing  to  Spitzbergen  ;  they 
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1613  profecutcd  the  whale  fifhcry  with  fuch  refolntion,  that  in  tliis  fame  year  they  equipped  fevcn 
armed  fhips  ;  with  which  they  drove  fcom  thofe  fea$  not  only  fifteen  fail  of  Dutch,  French, 
and  Bifcayncrs,  but  even  four  Englilh  feparatc  fiflicrs,  to  whom  they  gave  the  Dutch  appel- 
lation of  interlopers.  They  alfo  fet  up  a  crofs,  with  the  King's  arms  on  it,  at  Spitzbergen, 
calling  it  King  James's  Newland.  And  they  obliged  certain  French  ihips,  which  they  had 
permitted  to  fifli  there,  to  pay  them  a  tribute  of  eight  whales.  This  was  that  company's 
fecond  equipment  exprefsly  for  whale  fifliing  in  that  fea. 

Every  one  will,  at  once,  foe  the  abfurdity  of  King  James's  pretenfions  to  a  monopoly  of 
the  fifhery  for  whales  in  that  extenfive  ocean,  as  well  as  the  calling  a  land  his  Newland,  where 
no  human  creature  ever  did  nor  ever  can  fubfift,  for  the  fpace  of  one  winter,  although  twice 
fatally  attemjptcd. 

In  this  fame  year.  Captain  Saris,  in  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company's  fervice,  arrived  the 
firft  of  any  of  our  nation  at  the  port  of  Firando,  in  the  iflc  of  Bungo  or  Ximo,  a  part  of  the 
empire  of  Japan,  where  the  vice-roy  or  governor  received  him  civilly,  and  obtained  for  him 
the  privilege  of  being  introduced  to  the  Emperor  at  Meaco,  his  capital  city,  to  whom  he  de- 
livered our  King's  letter  and  prefents,  and  who  made  fuitable  retiirns,  and  gave  liberty  for  the 
EngliOi  Company  to  trade  to  Japan.  At  Firando,  Saris  fettled  an  Englifh  faftory  for  the 
Company's  future  commerce.  Yet  he  made  great  complaints  againft  the  Portuguefe  Jefuits 
there,  and  alfo  againft  the  Dutch,  who  did  him  all  the  ill  offices  in  their  power.  Our  com- 
pany continued  for  fome  years  to  trade  thither ;  but  were  afterwards  excluded  all  refort  thither, 
with  all  other  Europeans,  the  Dutch  only  excepted-  Saris  returned  home  to  Plymouth  the 
following  year,  with  a  lading  of  pepper  from  Bantam,  being  the  firft  voyage  on  the  joint  ftock 
account ;  no  voyages  being  from  henceforth  permitted  on  feparate  ftocks. 

Complaints  being  made  in  England  of  the  decrcafe  of  the  exportation  of  Englifti  woollen 
cloth,  and  of  the  incrcafe  of  the  woollen  manufaftures  of  Holland,  fo  far  that  the  Dutch  had 
laid  a  confiderable  duty  on  all  foreign  woollen  cloth  imported  into  Holland,  where  alfd  great 
immunities  and  privileges  were  granted  to  all  foreign  manufafturers  ftfltling  there ;  a  motion 
was  made,  in  the  Privy  Council,  by  the  Earl  of  Middlefex,  Lord  High  Treafurer,  and  a 
confequent  order  of  that  board  was  made,  that  a  general  ftate  fhould  be  taken,  for  this  year 
1613,  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  all  England,  in  order  to  know  on  which  fide  the  balance 
lay :  which  ftood  thus,  as  given  us  in  an  ingenious  treatife,  intitled,  The  Circle  of  Com- 
merce, publilhed  in  the  year  1623,  p.  121,  by  Edward  Miflclden,  Efq;  an  eminent  mer- 
chant, viz. 

/.        s,    d.- 

I.  Exported  to  all  the  world,  between  Chriftmas  16 12  and  Chriftmas 
1613,  to  the  value  of  —  _  •^  — 

II.  The  cuftom  on  thofe  goods,  —  —  — 

III.  The  impoft  paid  outwards  on  woollen  goods,  tin,  lead,  and  pewter, 

IV.  The  merchants  gains,  freight,  and  other  petty  charges,  — 

Total  exports,         2,487,435     7  10 
Imported,  during  that  time,  in  filks,  Venice  gold  and  filver  ftufFs,  Spa- 
niih  wines,  linen,  and  other  merchandize,  with  all  the  cuftom  thereon,        2,141,151  10    o 


2,090,640 

II 

8 

86,794 

16 

2 

10,000 

0 

0 

300,000 

0 

0 

Balance  gained  this  year  to  the  nation,  3469283  17  10 
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1613  Now  although  this  balance  feems  larger  than  that  exhibited  under  the  year  1354,  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  King  Edward  III.  yet  the  lilver  money  of  that  balance,  being  thrice  the  weight  or 
quantity  of  ours,  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  feven  hundred  and  fixty-fivc  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  forty-four  pounds  one  (hilling  of  our  money  :  and  it  is  further  to  be  obfervcd,  that  the 
total  of  the  imports  then  was  not  one  feventh  part  of  the  exports. 

We  have  likewife,  from  the  very  fame  credible  author,  the  total  amount  of  the  cuftoms  of 
England  for  this  year  16 13,  viz. 

At  the  port  of  London  .-^Outwards,  —  — .  —  61,32216    7 

Inwards,  —  —  —  48,25a    i    9 


Total  cuftom  of  the  port  of  London  109,57218    4 

At  all  the  out-ports: — Outwards,  25,471  19     7  l 

Inwards,    13,030    99J  *"  ""  3  *S  ^    9    ^ 


Total  amount  of  the  cuftoms  of  England  in  1613,         148,075    7    & 


Thus  we  fee,  that  London  paid  then  very  near  thrice  as  much  for  cuftoms,  as  all  the  reft 
of  England  together. 

The  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  now  divided  thirty-feven  per  cent*  on  their  original  capital 
flock.  So  that,  fays  the  French  author  of  a  treatife  on  the  Eaft  India  Trade,  published  in  the 
year  1664,  he  who  in  1602  put  in  four  thoufand  guilders  into  this  company,  had  in  this  year 
received  ten  thoufand  four  hundred  guilders,  in  dividends,  and  yet  had  his  original  Iharc  in 
the  company  remaining  entire. 
1614  In  the  Foedcra,  vol.  xvi.  p.  774,  we  have  King  James's  commiffion,  in  the  year  1614,  to 
Sir  Henry  Wootton,  his  ambaflador  extraordinary  to  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces  and 
others,  to  treat  with  the  commiflaries  of  their  High  Mightineffes,  concerning  the  differences 
arifen  between  the  fubjefts  of  the  two  nations,  **  on  account,"  fays  the  King,  "  of  the  free 
*'  commerce  of  our  fubjefts  to  the  Eaft  Indies  obftrufted  by  the  Hollanders,  and  alfo  on  ac- 
•*  count  of  the  fifhery  in  the  North  Sea,  near  the  ftiores  of  Greenland,  of  right  folely  bclong- 
**  ing  to  us  and  our  people,  but  interrupted  alfo  by  the  faid  Hollanders."       ^ 

George  Spilbergen  now  failed  from  Holland,  with  five  fhips,  through  the  Streights  of  Ma- 
gellan, and  did  great  mifchief  to  the  Spaniards  in  the  South  Sea,  &c.  and  from  thence  he 
failed  round  the  terraqueous  globe,  fettling  by  the  way  a  faftory  at  Ternatc,  the  chief  of  the 
Molucca  Ifles,  and  returned  home  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  the  year  1617.  This  is 
the  fecond  voyage  round  the  globe  performed  by  the  Hollanders^ 

This  year  1614  produced  the  difcovery  of  a  new  fpecies  of  woollen  manufadure  in  England, 
on  the  following  occafion,  viz^  The  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands  having  iffueda 
placart,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  any  Englifh  woollen  cloth,  that  was  dyed  in  the  cloth, 
becaufc  it  prevented  their  farther  manufa£luring  of  our  cloths,  by  dying  and  dreffing  them  as 
formerly,  upon  pain  of  confifcation  of  the  goods,  and  of  twenty-five  guilders  per  cloth  befide. 
Whereupon  the  Englilh  clothiers  ingenioufly  difoovered  the  art  of  making  of  mixtures  dyed 
in  the  wool,  rather  than  lofe  all  the  advantages  of  dying  and  dreffmg.  This  has  ever  fince  got 
the  appellation  of  Medley  Cloth.  All  woollen  cloth  before  this  time  being  only  of  one  fingic 
colour  dyed  in  the  cloth,  as  black,  blue,  red,  &c. 
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1614       The  Ruflia  Company  now  fcnt  thirteen  Ihips  to  Greenland,  and  the  Dutch  eighteen  fliips, 

four  of  which  were  (hips  of  war  of  the  States,  where,  in  fpite  of  our  Company's  exclufivc 
claim,  they  fifhed  there,  by  main  force. 

About  this  time  the  fine  ifland  of  Barbadoes  in  the  Weft  Indies,  was  faid  to  be  firft  difco- 
vered  and  fettled  on  by  fome  Englifh  people.  Others  fay,  it  was  difcovered  before  by  one  of 
Sir  William  Courten's  Ihips,  but  had  then  no  inhabitants,  nor  any  beafts  but  hogs,  left  there 
by  the  Spaniards  as  ufual,  for  their  own  future  convenience;  and  Courten's  heirs  affirm,  that 
he  then  planted  and  fortified  it,  but  was  difpofleffed,  in  the  year  1629,  by  the  Earl  of  Carlifle. 
It  is  the  mother  of  all  our  Weft  India  fugar  ifland.?,  and  the  chief  of  the  Caribbees  ;  and  it  has 
proved  of  exceeding  great  confequence  to  the  kingdom  by  its  excellent  produftions.  On  its 
great  improvement  we  fhall  hereafter  have  occafion  to  enlarge. — See  tlie  years  1626,  1627, 
1629,  1641,  1659,  &c. 

In  the  fame  year  1614,  the  Lord  Napier,  of  Scotland,  invented  thofe  excellent  artificial 
numbers,  called  Logarithms,  which  are  fo  ufeful  in  the  operations  of  trigonometry,  &c.  \)y 
performing  in  the  eafieft  manner,  by  addition,  the  office  of  multiplication,  and  by  fubtra£tion, 
that  of  divifion  ;  fo  that  they  are  of  great  and  fpecial  utility  to  mariners  at  fea,  in  calculations 
relating  to  their  courfe,  diftance,  latitude,  longitude,  &c. 

The  famous  market  for  live  cattle,  horfes,  and  hay,  in  London,  named  Weft  Smith- 
field,  was  become  fo  miry  and  nafty,  that  it  was  now  found  neceflary  to  pave  it,  for  the  firft 
time. 

The  Englifti  Eaft  India  Company's  fecond  voyage,  on  the  joint-ftock  account,  was  with 
four  fhips,  performed  this  fame  year,  with  which  they  defeated  a  Portuguefe  fleet  in  India,  by 
whom  they  were  attacked  :  at  Surat  they  loaded  indigo  and  Cambaya  cloths  :  and  at  Bantam^ 
mace  and  filk.  Great  complaints  were  made  againft  the  Dutch  by  our  people,  both  at  Bantan> 
and  Macaflar,  the  particulars  whereof  are  in  all  our  voyagers  accounts. 

England's  Eaft  India  commerce  becoming  very  confiderable.  King  James  I.  at  the  Eaft  In- 
dia Company's  requcft  and  expence,  appointed  Sir  Thomas  Rowe  his  and  the  Company's 
Ambaflador  to  the  Great  Mogul,  whom  the  Englifh  record,  in  vol.  xvi.  p.  775,  of  the  Foede- 
ra,  calls  the  Great  Magoar,  **  for  treating  with  him^aboutan  intercourfe  of  the  commerce  of 
**  England  to  and  from  Eaft  India."  This  record  takes  notice,  **  That  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
'*  pany  had  refolved  to  ufe  the  farther  fervice  of  Sir  Thomas  Rowe,  in  fome  of  their  fhips, 
**  for  further  difcovery  into  the  Red  Sea,  &c."  This  was  the  firft  royal  embafTy  from  Eng- 
land to  that  remote  country,  and  will  probably  be  the  laft,  the  Company  ever  fince  managing 
their  concerns  at  the  eaftern  courts  by  their  own  proper  and  more  private  agents.  This  able 
rainifter,  however,  fent  the  Company  very  good  intelligence  and  inftruftions  concerning  the 
mercenary  and  treacherous  temper  of  the  Mogul  and  his  Minifters,  and  for  the  advancement 
of  their  trade;  all  which  are  to  be  found  at  large  in  the  printed  coUeftions  of  voyages.  He 
remained  in  India  feveral  years,  in  which  time  the  following  European  goods  were  the  moft 
acceptable  in  India,  viz.  knives  of  all  forts  and  fafhions  ;  toys,  of  the  figures  of  beafts ',  rich 
velvets  and  fattins  ;  good  fowling-pieces  ;  polifhed  coral  and  amber  beads :  faddles  with  rich 
furniture  ;  fwords  with  fine  hilts,  inlaid,  &c.  hats  ;  choice  piftures ;  wines  of  Alicant,  &c. 
cloth  of  gold  and  filver  ;  flowered  filks  of  gold  and  filverj  French  fliaggs,  and  fine  Englifh 
Norwich  ftufFs  ;  fine  light  armour  ;  emeralds,  &c.  finely  fet  in  enamelled  work;  fine  Arras 
hangings  ;  large  looking-glafTes  ;  quivers  of  arrows  and  fine  bows  ;  figures  of  brafs  or  ftone  ; 
fine  cabinets;  embroidered  purfes;  needle-work;  French  tweezer  cafes;  table  be oks;  per- 
3  fumed 
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1614  fumed  gloves,  belts,  girdles,  bone-Iacc  ;  dogs  of  various  natures  ;  plumes  of  feather  ;  omb 
-cafes  richly  embroidered  ;  prints  of  kings,  &c.  cafes  of  ftrong  waters;  drinking  and  per- 
fpeflive  glaffes  ;  fme  bafons  and  ewer*  :  in  general,  any  think  curious  for  workmanlhlp,  not 
then  known  in  India ;  all  which  things  will  fell  for  ready  money,  at  good  prices,  fays  Sir 
Thomas  Rowe,  and  others. 

It  feems  the  Portuguefe,  by  their  tyranny  and  cruelty,  had  by  this  time,  rendered  themfehcs 
extremely  odious  to  all  the  Eaft  Indian  nations  ;  who  were  well  pleafed  to  fee  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  daily  gaining  ground  of  them  :  yet  we  alfo  ftill  find  complaints  againft  the  Hollanders 
in  India,  by  our  people. 

The  Englifh  Company,  by  this  time,  had  faftories  at  the  following  places,  viz.  Bantam, 
Jacatra,  fince  called  Batavia,  Surat,  Amadavar,  Agra,  Afmere,  Brampore,  Calccut,  from 
•whence  the  cloth  named  Calico  took  Its  name,  Mafulipatan,  Patan,  Siam,  Benjar,  Soccadania, 
Macaflar,  Acheen,  Jambi,  Tecoo,  Banda,  and  at  Fira^ndo  in  Japan. — From  many  of  which 
places  our  Company  have  fince  withdrawn  their  faftories,  as  being  the  moft  proper  judges  of 
the  fitnefs  thereof:  and  from  fome  others  of  them  the  Dutch  have  long  fince  wormed  us  out. 
The  four  fhips  of  this  voyage  traded  at  Bantam  and  Sumatra,  for  pepper,  &c.  and  returned 
in  1617. 

Sir  Thomas  Rowe  freely  advlfed  our  Eaft  India  Company  to  fend  no  more  fpecial  ambaffa- 
dors  to  India,  as  they  cannot  live  in  due  honour  there  ;  for  that  a  meaner  agent  will,  amongft 
thofe  proud  Moors,  better  effeft  their  bufinefs. 

Captain  Peyton,  the  writer  of  tliis  voyage,  tells  us,  that  the  Portuguefe  were,  at  this  time, 
fovereign  lords  of  many  parts  in  Africa  and  India,  whereas  our  Company  was  only  fettled  on 
fufferance  at  fome  of  them. 

PLACES  POSSESSED  BY  THE  PORTUGUESE,   viz. 

"  On  the  North-Eaft  Coajl  of  Jfricay 
^<  1.  They  had  a  trade  on  the  river  Quamc,  in  twenty-one  degrees,  fifty  minutes,- fouth 
**  latitude,  for  gold,  ambergris,  ivory,  and  flaves' ;  and  at  Mozambique,  for  the  like. 
**  a.  At  Mombaza,*  for  the  fame,  in  exchange  for  Guzarat  commodities. 
**  3,  At  Magadoxa,  for  the  fame,  and  for  fcvcral  forts  of  drugs.     And  that  from  all  thofe 
•*  places  they  drore  a  trade  to  Cambaya,  to  tlic  Red  Sea,  and  to  many  other  parts. 
**  In  the  Gulph  of  Perfia, 
*■  I.  At  Ormus.     They  make  a  profitable  trade  thence  to  Perfia^  Arabia,  and  India.    Hi- 
•*  ther  they  bring  quantities  ofpeatls  from  Balfora,  and  with  them  and  other  Perfiancommo- 
**  modities,  they  fend  a  (hip  or  two  annually  to  Diu  in  India  ;  and  next  to  Goa :  this  is  their 
«•  beft  port. 

*'  In  Arabia f 
•*  At  Mafcat  they  have  a  ftrong  fort,  though  no  great  trade :  but  being  domineering  raaftcrs 
*'  here,  they  keep  all  in  fervile  awe,  giving  out  their  pafics  or  Uceofes  for  the  going  up  and 
•*  down  of  their  (hips. 
**  In    Indojian,  fsfc. 

**  I.  At  Diul,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Indus,  and  at  Dio,  in  Guzarat,  they  have  very  ftrong 
^*  caftles. 

«*  2.  At  Daman  they  have  alfb  a  ftrong  caftlc,  and  etftircly  inhabit  this  place,  with  a  tcrri- 
•*  tory  of  one  hundred  villages. 

<«  3.  Scrra 
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1614      3.  Serra  de  Bazion,  a  little  fouth  of  Daman,  they  are  poffcflcd  of  j  and,  (between  it  and 
**  Chaul)  the  three  ports  of  Ga^ien,  Banda,  and  Maia. 
*•  They  likcwife  poffefs  the  large  city  and  caftle  of  Chaul. 
**  At  Daubul,  they  have  a  faftory,  but  no  fort. 

**  Goais  their  Indian  metropoHs,  the  feat  of  their  Vicc-roy,  and  of  all  the  gallantry  of  the 
**  nation,  and  the  general  rendezvous  of  all  their  forces.  Goa  has  alfo  a  large  (hare  of  trade  ; 
«*  and,  in  (hort,  here  arc  the  ftrong  fincws  that  hold  together  the  parts  of  their  Eaftern  Em- 
«'  pire. 

**  At  Onor  and  Barcelor,  they  have  forts,  and  trade  for  pepper,  ginger,  and  drugs.  They 
**  have  alfo  Mangalor  and  Cananor,  fortified  and  traded  to  as  the  former, 

"  And  though  they  are  quite  ihut  out  from  Calccut,  and  are  befieged  at  Cranganor,  yet  they 
*«  have  the  ftrong  city  and  caftle  of  Cochin,  with  a  confiderable  trade,  and  a  favourable  fitu- 
"  ation  for  it. 

•'  They  have  Coulan,  Quilaon,  and  Taccatra,  well  fortified,  and  moftly  filled  with  Portu- 
•*  gnefc,  both  laity  and  clergy. 

*'  On  the  great  ifle  of  Ceylon,  the  ports  and  forts  of  Punta  dc  Galla  and  Columbo  are  whol- 
«*  ly  theirs;  and  they  are  daily  increafing  their  dominion  in  this  ifland,  where  tliey  have  a 
••  warm  trade  for  cinnamon  and  drugs. 

"  Turning  the  corner  of  Cape  ComOrin,  and  going  up  the  other  iide  of  the  continent,  at 
"  Negapatan,  they  have  a  faftory  ;  and  Maliapore,  (or  St.  Thomas)  a  walled  city,  is  their  own. 

••  Up  toward  the  Ganges,  they  have  feveral  fmall  refidences,  good  faftorics  in  fome  places,  . 
**  and  every  where  fomc  advantage  or  other,  that  makes  it  worth  their  while  to  fettle  there. 
**  In  the  kingdom  of  Bengal  tliey  are  poffefrcd  of  a  good  town. 
"  In  Pegu  they  have  a  fadory,  and  alfo  at  Aracan,  and  upon  the  river  of  Martaban. 
•*  At  Junfuloa,  they  have  a  great  faftory,  from  whence  they  lade  vaft  quantities  of  tin  for 
•^  the  Malabar  coaft. 

"  At  Malacca,  they  are  mafters  of  the  city  and  caftle,  both  very  ftrong:  whereby  they  arc 
"  mafters  of  the  beft  part  of  the  trade  of  the  adjoining  countries. 

•*  At  Macao,  an  ifland  on  the  coaft  of  China,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  Canton,  they 
**  have  a  city  and  caftle,  and  a  great  trade  with  the  Chinefe. 

**  In  Japan,  they  have  no  fort  nor  caftle,  but  only  a  fadory  ;  that  wife  Prince"  fays  our 
author,  **  keeping  them  at  arm's  length. 

This  abridged  account  of  that  nation's  dominions  and  trade  in  India,  compared  with  what 
little  they  have  left  there  in  our  time,  will  fhew  their  fhameful  (loth  and  negligence  in  after- 
ward fufFering  the  Hollanders  and  the  Indian  Princes  gradually  to  deprive  them  of  almoft  all 
the  before-named  poflcffions,  and,  which  naturally  followed,  of  all  their  commerce.  So  that 
they  have  now  little  more  remaining  to  dcmonftrate  their  former  grandeur  in  India,  but  the 
almoft  univerfality  of  the  Portuguefe  language  along  thofe  coafts  to  this  day.  An  interefting 
leftbn  or  memento  forall  other  nations  ! 
1615  W^  ^^^^^  elfewhere  obferved,  that,  from  the  very  commencement  of  England's  commerce 
to  Eaft  India,  there  was  a  fpirit  raifed  at  home  againft  it: — fee  the  jxar  1601.  And  in  this 
year  16 15,  a  fmall  traft  was  publiflied,  intitled,  the  Trade's  Increafe,  wherein  we  meet  with 
the  following  plaufible  objeftions  to  it,  viz. 

**  That  to  follow  the  Eaft  India  trade,  they  had  negkfted  that  to  Ruffia,  in  which,  laft 

"  year,  there  were  only  two  fhips  employed,  inftead  of  feventeen  great  fliips  formerly  employ- 
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1615  "  ed  by  the  Company,  befide  thofe  of  interlopers.  Whereas  the  Dutch,  in  this  year,  feat 
**  out  thirty-five  fhips  thither."  To  which  it  was  replied,  by  Sir  Dudley  Diggs,  *' That  the 
•'  Eaft  India  Company  had  fpent  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  in  difcovcries 
**  only  towards  Ruflia, — and  do  yet  make  good  a  ftock  for  defending  tlieir  fifliing  of  the 
**  whale  at  Greenland,  which  at  their  own  charge  was  firft  difcovered,  and  the  Bifcayners 
"  fent  for  by  them,  to  teach  our  nation,  to  kill  the  whales." 

K^  This  is  an  irrefragable  proof,  that  the  Bifcayners  were  the  firft  whale-fifticrs  in  Europe 
fince  the  revival  of  commerce. 

The  Englifli  Turkey  Company^s  complaints  againft  the  Eaft  India  Company  feem  to  be 
better,  or  at  leaft  more  fpecioufly  grounded  ;  viz.  that  the  trade  of  the  latter  had  leflened  theirs 
to  the  Levant,  to  which  part  they  now  fent  thirty  ftiips  fewer  than  formerly,  whereas  the 
Dutch  now  employed  above  one  hundred  fail  to  the  Levant ;  though  he  owns,  they  were  priii- 
cipally  laden  with  Englifli  lead,  tin,  Norwich  ftufFs,  &c.  "  He  complains  of  the  lofs  of  fevc- 
**  ral  Eaft  India  fliips,  and  of  the  death  of  many  of  their  failors  ;  whereby,"  fays  he,  **  when 
**  the  royal  fleet  was  to  be  fitted  out  for  conveying  the  Lady  Elizabeth  to  her  fpoufe  the  Elec- 
**  tor  Palatine,  there  was  forced  to  be  a  general  prefs." 

The  above-quoted  author^  in  fpeaking  of  obfoletc  reftraints  on  the  fifliing  on  the  coafts  of 
other  nations,  obferves, 

^'  I.  That  the  ancient  cuftom  of  the  Hollanders  and  Flemings,  before  they  began  their 
*'  fifliing  for  herrings  on  our  (/.  e.  the  Englifli)  coafts,  was,  to  crave  leave  of  the  Governor 
**  of  Scarborough  Caftie. 

^*  II.  On  that  part  of  the  coaft  of  Norway  called  Malftrand,  all  ftrangers  may  fifli  only  till 
*'  Chriftmas  ;  after  which  they  muft  pay  a  certain  tax,  on  every  laft  of  herrings,  to  the  King 
*'  of  Denmark. 

"  III.  And  I  can  remember  that  certain  of  our  merchants  of  Hull  had  their  fliips  and  goods 
*'  taken  away,  and  themfelves  imprifoned,  for  fifliing  about  the  Wardhuys," — /,  e.  at  the  Da» 
iiifli  North  Cape  of  Norway-Lapland. 

This  author  was  probably  retained  by  King  James,  for  countenancing  fuch  ill-judged  re- 
ftraints on  the  freedom  of  commerce  of  the  world,  long  fince  univerfally  exploded. 

To  all  which  Sir  Dudley  Diggs  replied,  in  a  mafterly  manner,  in  this  fame  year,  in  a  irea- 
trie,  entitled,  The  Defence  of  Trade,  infcribed  to  his  kinfman  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  Gover- 
vcrnor  of  the  Eaft  India.  Company.  Wherein,  after  accounting  for  the  lofs  of  fliips  and  men, 
"  he  gives  a  lift  of  all  the  fliips  they  had  emplojxd  from  the  beginning,  being  only  twenty- 
**  four  in  number,  four  of  which  had  been  loft. — That  one  of  their  fliips  was  of  one  thoufand 
**  two  hundred  and  ninety  three  tons  burden  ;  one  of  one  thoufand  one  hundred  ;  one  of 
*<  one  thoufand  and  fixty ;  one  of  nine  hundred  ;  one  of  eight  hundred,  and  the  reft  from  fix 
**  hundred  down  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons. — Their  fliip  of  eight  hundred  tons  was  bought 
*'  of  the  Levant  Company ;  and  he  conceives  the  ground  for  having  fuch  large  fliips  in  the 
Levant  trade  to  be,  becaufe  our  royal  navy  was  not  fufficient  as  yet  to  proteft  our  trading 
**  fliips  from  the  Barbary  rovers."  And  the  like  alfo  may  be  alleged  for  the  Eaft  India  fliips. 
— He  fays,  "  That  our  Eaft  India  Company's  greateft  ftock,"  /.  c,  value  of  goods  and  money 
exported,  **  in  any  one  year,  was  but  thirty-fix  thoufand  pounds,  and  that  the  nation  faves 
**  annually  feventy  thoufand  pounds  in  the  prices  of  pepper,  cloves,  mace,  and  nutmegs, 
•*  merely  for  home  confumption. — That  of  the  faid  fpices  they  exported,  laft  year,  to  the 
*'  value  of  two  hundred  and  eighteen  thoufand  pounds,  befide  indigo,  callico,  China  filks, 

**  benja- 
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1615  *'  benjamin,  aloes,  &q."  (but  no  mention  as  yet  of  either  porcelaine  or  of  tea).  *'  A  confix 
"  derable  addition  this  to  the  national  flock.  To  which  fhould  be  added  the  King's  cuftom, 
and  alfo  the  employment  given  to  Ihips  and  mariners  in  the  faid  re-exportations. 

**  That,  befide  cinnamon,  the  Company  computed  that  yre  annually  confumcd,  at  home, 
Che  following  quantities  of  fpices,  viz. 

Founds  Weight. 
Pepper,  formerly  8^.  now  but  21.  per  lb.  wt.  450,000 

Cloves  -  -  .  -  50,000 

Mace,  -  .  -  -  15,000 

Nutmegs,  -  -  *  -  100,000 


Total,    615,000  Pounds  fFeighu 

And  tliat  the  cloves,  mace,  and  nutmegs,  arc  proportionably  reduced  in  price,  fincc  our 
direft  trade  to  India. 

Next,  he  gives  the  outfets  and  cargoes  of  the  Company's  trade  for  the  year  1614,  viz. 

"  In  bays,  kerfies,  and  broad  cloths,  dyed  and  drefled,  to  the  kingdom's  beft 
"  advantage,  -  -  .  .  .  .  ^.     ,4^000 

"  2.  Lead,  iron,  and  foreign  merchandize,  -  -  -  10  000 

^*  3.  Ready  money  in  all  the  fhips,  (and  which  was  lefs  than  is  allowed  by 
**  their  charters)  -  -  -  .  .  ^  12,000 


Total        £.    36,000 
**  4.  The  fame  year,  tbeir  fhipping  and  furniture  coft  them,  in  fitting  out,  34,000 

"  5.  And  for  viftuals,  and  other  extraordinary  charges,  -  -  30,000 


Total,  in  the  yeari6i4,        £.     100,000 


tt  The  before-quoted  anonymous,  but  acute  author,  whom  Sir  Dudley  Diggs  now  an- 
fwered,  gives  us  a  lift  of  our  Ihips  employed  in  other  branches  of  trade. 

"  I.  Wc  trade  to  Naples,  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Marfeilles,  Malaga,  &c.  with  only  twenty 
-**  fhips,  chiefly  with  herrings  ;  ^nd  thirty  fail  more,  laden  with  pipe  ftaves,  from  Ireland,"— 
The  timber  of  Ireland  is  long  fince  exhaufted. 

"  2.  —To  Portugal  and  Andalufia,  we  fend  twenty  fhips  for  wines,  fugar,  fruit,  and  Weft 
**  India  drugs. 

"  3.  —To  Bourdcaux,  we  fend  fixty  fliips  and  barks,  for  wines. 

,  **  4-  — To  Hamburgh  and  Middelburgh,  thirty-five  fliips  are  fent  by  our  Mercliant-Adven- 
**  turers  Company. 

"  5.  To  Dantzic,  Koningfberg,  &c.  we  fend  yearly  about  thirty  ftiips,  viz.  fix  from  Lon- 
^*  don,  fix  from  Ipfwich,  and  the  reft  from  Hull,  Lynn,  and  Newcaftle ;  but  the  Dutch  ma- 
**  ny  more. 

"  6.  —To  Norway,  wc  fend  not  above  five  fliips,  and  the  Dutch  above  forty ;  and  great 
**  fliips  too. 

Vol.  IL  JL  1  .<  7.  _Our 
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1615  *^  ft5*  7.  — Our  Ncwcalllc  coal  trade  employs  four  hundred  fail  of  fhip5,  viz.  two  btindrcd 
**  for  fupplying  of  London,  and  two  hundred  more  for  the  reft  of  England. 

"  And  befide  our  own  fhips"  fays  this  author,  **  hither,  even  to  the  mine's  mouth,  come 
**  all  our  neighbouring  nations  with  their  fliips  continually,  employing  their  own  (hipping 
**  and  mariners.  I  doubt  not,  continues  he,  **  whether  if  they  had  fuch  a  treaftire,  they 
"  would  not  employ  their  own  (hipping  folely  therein.  The  French  fail  thither  in  whole 
**  fleets  of  fifty  fail  together  ;  ferving  all  their  ports  of  Picardy,  Normandy,  Bretagne,  &c. 
**  even  as  far  as  RochellcandBourdeaux.  And  the  (hips  of  Bremen,  Embden,  Holland,  and 
**  Zealand,  fupply  thofe  of  Flanders,  &c.  whofe  (hipping  is  not  great,,  with  our  coals. 

**  8.  — Our  Iceland  fifhery  employs  one  hundred  and  twenty  fl>ips  and  barks  of  our  own. 

**  9.  — And  the  Newfoundland  fifliery,  one  hundred  ancl  fifty  fmall  (hips."  (Yet  Gerard 
Malynes,  in  Iris  Lex  Mercatoria,  printed  in  the  year  1622,  p.  247,  fays,  that  this  very  year 
there  were  twa  hundred  and  fifty  (hips  from  England  at  the  Newfoundland  fiftiery,  the  ton- 
nage of  which  amounted  to  fifteen  thoufand  tons  : — and  that  the  French^  Bifcayners,  and 
Portuguefe,  can  make  two  voyages  yearly  with  four  hundred  (hips. 

"  10,  — And  our  Greenland  whale  (i(hery,  fourteen  (hips. 

**  II.  As  for  the  Bermudas,"  fays  he,  **  we  know  not  yet  what  they  will  do  ;  and  for  Vir- 
**  ginia,  we  know  not  w^iat  to  do  with  it.  The  prefent  profit  of  thofe  two  colonies  not  eni- 
*'  ploying  any  (lore  of  (hipping. — The  great  expence  that  the  nobility  and  gentry  have  been  at 
*^  in  planting  Virginia  is  no  way  recompenfed  by  the  poor  returns  from  thence.'* 

How  much  is  the  cafe  altered  fince  this  author  wrote  ?  And  how  great  a  fund  of  authentic 
Mercantile  Hiftory  have  fuch  old  trafts  fupplied  us  with,  which  otherwife  might  have  been 
loft  ;  marny  of  which  have  been  collefted  with  great  labour  and  expence,  and  therefore  oxight 
to  be  made  a  beginning  to  a  Public  Mercantile  Library,  as  mentioned  in  the  preface  to  this 
work,  in  order  to  preferve  fuch  valuable  memoirs^from  deftruftiorri 

««  12.  — Laftly,  This  author  urges  our  pu(hing  on  the  fi(hery,  by  motives  drawn  from  the 
**  immenfe  profit  of  the  Dutch  from  their  fi(hery,  in  which  have  been  numbered  in  fight, 
**  two  thoufand  fail  of  bu(res,  employing  thirty-feven  thoufand  fi(hermen,  going  out  to  fca  at 
"  once." 

Judicious  readers  need  not  to  be  told,  that  fuch  memoirs  as  thefe,  concerning  tlie  ftate  of 
trade  and  (hipping,  in  different  periods,,  drawn  from  faSs,  written  by  fuch  able  authors  as 
lived  at  the  refpeftivc  trni^,  tend  moft  effeftually  to  illuftrate  the  immenfe  increafe  of,  and 
furprizing  alterations  in  our  commerce,  colonies,  &c.  and  the  like  alfo  in  thofe,  of  other  na- 
tions. 

In  this  fame  year,  one  DoSor  William  Vaughan,  a  fervant,  as  he  ftiles  himfelf,  of  King 
James,  attempted  a  fettlement  on  Newfoundland,  at  the  expence  of  his  own  fortune  ^  (as  he 
writes  in  a  fmall  quarto  book,  publi(hed  iiv  the  year  1626,  entitled,  The  Goldea,  Fleece)  he 
carried  thither  a  number  of  his  countrymen  of  and  from  Wales,  and  gave  his  faid  plantation 
the  name  of  Cambriol,  being  in  the  fouth  part  of  that  ifland  :  his  fchemc  was,  for  the  fi(hcry 
on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  to  go  hand  in  Tiand  with  his  plantation.  He  tells  us  alfo,  that 
the  Lord  Falkland,  and  Sir  George  Calvert,  afterwards  created  Lord  Baltimore,  had  made  a 
fettlement  on  the  north  end  of  that  ifland  at  a  great  expence,  in  the  years  162 1  and  1622.  Yet, 
as  we  have  elfewhere  obfer\'ed,  no  folid  plantation  has  any  perfon  ever  been  able  to  fettle  on 
that  cold  and  barren  ifland  to  this  day.  In  the  fame  year,  Sir  Henry  Maynard,  with  five  ftout 
(hips  was  fent  thitlier  for  protecting  the  fi(hery,  whicli  was  fo  confiderable,  that  there  were 
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1615  one  hnndrcd  and  feventy  EngKrti  fliips  there  together.     If  the  acute  author  of  the  faid  Trade's 

Incrcafe,  publirtied  in  this  year  is  to  be  believed,  our  trade  to  Spain  and  Portugal  was  very 
Jow  at  this  time,  fcarcely  cmploynig  five  hundred  feamen ;  owing,  he  thinks,  to  our  long  wars 
with  tlvat  crown  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  days. 

The  Ruflia  Company  now  fent  out  two  fhips  and  two  pinnaces  to  Spitzfbergen  ;  ilill,  by 
our  voyagers,  called  Greenland,  and  the  Dutch  fent  thither  eleven,  and  alfo  three  (hips  of 
war  to  proteft  them.  At  the  fame  time,  the  court  of  Denmark  fent  three  fhips  of  war  thither, 
being  the  firft  Dani(h  fhips  feen  there  ;  yet  they  alfo  pretended  to  demand  toll  of  the  Englilh 
fliips,  but  were  refufed  it,  ftill  alleging  that  Greenland,  i.e.  Spitlbergen,  belonged  folely  to 
England.  This  humour  of  an  exclufive  claim  to  that  remote,  dangerous,  and  vaftly  extended 
fea,  where  there  was  no  land  territory  that  was  habitable,  and  which  therefore  could  not  eafily 
be  fupported,  held  on  through  all  King  James's  reign,  and  was  at  leaft  as  unreafonable  as  even 
the  Portuguefe  exclufive  claims  fouthward;  in  fuch  inftances,  vainly  copied  by  our  own  and 
other  nations,  at  the  fame  lime  that  we  condemn  both  Spain  and  Portugal  for  doing  the  fame ; 
fo  blind  are  moft  men  whilft  their  own  immediate  intereft  is  in  quellion. 

By  the  dexterity  of  Penfionary  Barnevelt,  the  Dutch  Ambaflador-extraordinarj''  in  England, 
andofCaroon,  their  Ambaflador  in  ordinary,  the  cautionary  towns  of  Flufliing,  Briel,  and 
Rammekins,  were,  in  this  year  1616,  evacuated  by  King  James's  order — the  fum  due  by  the 
States  General  to  England  had  been  adjufted,  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  be  eight  millions  of 
guilders.  But  King  James,  like  his  voracious  minifters,  being  ever  in  want  of  money,  and 
jiot  caring  to  truft  to  a  Parliament  for  his  unreafonable  demands,  was  prevailed  on  to  accept 
of  two  millions  feven  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thoufand  guilders,  in  lieu  of  the  faid  eight 
millions ;  and  alfo  remitted  eighteen  years  intereft  on  the  fame.  This  was  a  moft  politic  ftep 
in  the  Dutch,  fince,  whilft  England  held  thofe  faftneflcs,  the  States  were  very  much  at  the 
mercy  of  our  nation, — fee  Foedera,  vol.  xvi.  p.  783-4.  And,  inftead  of  this  fhameful  compofi- 
tion  by  our  then  government,  a  million  of  fterling  money  was  lefs  than  was  juftly  due,  and 
would  have  been  a  cheap  purchafe  to  the  Dutch,  had  our  King  and  his  Minifters  infifted  on  it. 
1616  The  laft  record  for  our  purpofe  in  the  fixteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  is,  **  a  commilfiou 
**  from  King  James  I.  (p.  789)  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  fuch  as  he  fliall  join  with  him,  to 
"  undertake  a  voyage  unto  theibuth  parts  of  America,  or  clfewhere  iu  America,  pofleffed  and 
"  inhabited  by  heathen  and  favage  people,  to  difcover  fome  commodities  iu  thofe  countries 
**  that  be  neceflary  and  profitable  for  the  fubjefts  of  thefe  our  kingdoms.  We  being  credibly 
'**  informed,  that  there  are  diverfe  merchants  and  owners  of  fliips,  and  others,  well  difpofcd 
**  to  aflift  the  faid  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  in  his  enterprize,  had  they  fufficient  alTurance  to  enjoy 
"  their  parts  of  the  profits  returned,  in  refpeft  of  the  peri(of  law  wherein  the  faid  Sir  Walter 
^*  Raleigh  now  ftandeth.  And  we  being  alfo  informed,  that  diverfe  other  the  kinfmen  and 
**  friends  of  the  faid  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  and  diverfe  captains  and  other  commanders,  are  alfo 
**  defirous  to  follow  him,  and  to  venture  their  lives  with  him  in  this  journey.  We  have  grant- 
"  ed  full  power  to  him,  and  free  liberty,  to  carry  and  lead  out  of  this  realm,  or  elfewhere,  all 
^*  fuch  of  our  loving  fubjefts  as  fliall  willingly  accompany  bim,  together  with  fliips,  arms, 
^*  ammunition,  wares,  merchandize,  he.  And  he  to  be  the  fole  Governor  and  Commander 
**  of  the  faid  people,  with  power  of  martial  law,  &c.  And  alfo  power  to  appoint  under  him 
"  fuch  captains,  officers,  &c.  as  he  fliall  judge  proper  :  and  to  bring  home  gold  and  filver,  pre- 
*•  cious  ftones,  and  other  merchindize,  and  to  difpofe  thereof  at  his  and  his  partners  plea- 
**  furc  5  paying  to  us  one'fiftli  part  of  the  gold,  filver,  and  precious  ftones,  and  alfo  the  ufual 
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t6i6  **  duties -for  the  other  merchandke.     And  we  do  grant  unto  the  faid  Sir  Walter  Raleigh^ 
"  that  thefe  our  letters  patent  (hall  be  firm  and  fufficient  in  law,  &c." 

So  much  has  been  faid  znd  written  by  others,  on  the  barbarity  of  this  King  towards  that 
great  man,  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  that  we  need  make  no  remarks  at  prefent  on  this  grant  to 
him. 

In  the  fame  year  1616,  William  Baffin  failed  on  the  difcovery  of  a  north-weft  paflage  to 
China,  &c,  even  fo  far  northward  as  the  fevcnty-eighth  degree  of  north  latitude ;  and  gave 
name  to  a  bay  in  thofe  feas.  Yet  he  returned  home  without  being  able  to  find  any  paflage. 
This  new  undertaking  was  at  the  charge  of  Sir  Thomas  Smitli,  Sir  Dudley  Diggs,  Sir  Joha 
Wolftcnholme,  &c.  Direftors  of  the  Ruflla  Company,  &c.  In  his  letter  to  the  laft  named 
gentleman,  he  fays,  **  That  havings  in  three  years  time,  coafted  all,  or  near  all,  the  circum- 
**  ference  of  Davis*s  ftreights,  he  found  it  to  be  no  otlier  than  a  great  bay,  and  no  hopts  of 
**  a  paflage. — But  that  fome  advantage  may  be  made  of  this  voyage,  fince  there  arc  here  very 
**  great  plenty  of  thofe  whales  called,  by  the  Bifcayners,  the  grand  bay  whales ;  the  fame  may 
"  be  purfued,  and  good  flore  of  oil  may  be  made  between  tlie  middle  of  July  and  tlie  laft  day 
**  of  Auguft."  There  is  not,  however,  one  word  of  whale-bone  or  whale-fins. — Thus  there 
wanted  not  men  of  quality,  gentlemen,  and  merchants,  even  in  thofe  earlier  times>  to  encour- 
age every  probable  fcheme  for  the  advancement  of  the  nation's  commerce. 

Islor  were  the  Hollanders  at  all  behind  Us  in  new  enterprizes  :  for,  in  this  fame  year,  Wil- 
liam Cornelitz  Schouten,  and  James  Le  Maire,  performed  the  tliird  Dutch  circumnavigation 
of  the  globe.  Such  as  were  not  of  their  Eaft  India  Company,  being  prohibited  to  go  to  In- 
dia either  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  eaftward,  or  weftward  through  the  Streights  of  Magellan, 
fome  now  began  to  think  there  might  be  another  paflage  thither  weft  ward,  fomewhere  fouth 
of  thofe  Streights.  This  was  firft  ftarted  by  Le  Maire,  a  merchant  of  Amfterdam,  joined  by 
William  Cornelitz  Schouten,  a  merchant  of  Hoorn%  They  fitted  out  two  fhips,  one  of  which 
was  loft  by  fire  at  Port  Dcfire,  under  the  command  of  the  latter,  in  the  year  161 5  ;  and,  pafling 
on  fouth  of  the  Magellanic  Streights,  he  found  a  new  and  fafer  ftreight,  which  he  named  after 
his  partner  Le  Maire,  through  which  he  pafled  into  the  South  Sea,  having  failed  almoft  into 
the  fixtieth  degree  of  fouth  latitude  before  he  got  round  the  Cape,  which  he  named  after  his 
town  of  Hoorn,  on  the  ifle  named  Terra  del  Fuego,  lying  in  fifty-feven  degrees  forty-eight 
minutes  :  thence  crofling  the  great  fouthern  ocean,  they  came  to  Jacatra,  fince  named  Batavia, 
where,  notwithftandijig  this  new  and  great  difcovery,  their  fliip  and  goods  were  feized  by  the 
Prefident  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  in  the  year  16 16.  So  he  and  his  men  took  their 
paflage  home  in  one  of  that  Company's  fliips,  having  performed  their  whole  circumnavigation, 
in  two  years  and  eighteen  days. 

This  new  difcovered-fouth-weft  paflage  to  India  was  afterwards  fhortencd,  in  1623,  by  a 
way  through  the  ftreight  of  Naflfau,  to  the  north- weft  of  Le  Maire's  ftreight :  and  it  was  yet 
further  ftiortened,  by  difcovering  a  new  ftreight,  named  Brower's  Streight,  in  the  year  1643; 
both  of  thefe  ftreights  being  found  by  Hollanders.  Yet,  fince  the  powers  of  Europe  have 
made  treaties  about  the  Eaft  India  commerce,  that  fouth-weft  paflage  is  not  made  ufe  of,  unlefs 
for  illicit  commerce  with  the  Spanifh  territories  in  the  South  Sea,  or  in  cafe  any  of  the  othcn 
powers  fliould  be  at  war  with  Spain. 

In  this  fame  year  16 16,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  are  faid  to  have  made  a  dividend  to 
their  proprietors  of  no  lefs  than  fixty-two  and  one-half  per  cent,  which  (excepting  that  of 
fevcnty-five  per  cent,  in  1607)  was  the  higheft  ever  made  by  that  company.     Sometimes  thofe 
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1616  large  dividends  were  made  but  once  in  two  years,  and  foraetimes  in  three  years  ;  but  of  later 
years  they  make  annual  dividends,  and  fometiaies  twice  in  oae  year. 

Very  early  in  this  fcventeenth  century,  according  to  Morgan's  Hiftory  of  Algiers,  vol.  il^ 
p.  628,  the  Algerines,  and,  by  their  example,  thofe  of  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  began  to  fhoAv 
themfelves  at  fca  with  fquare  failed  fhips,  contrary  to  ancient  ufage  ;  in  confequence  of  which-, 
the  ufe  of  gailies  and  galliots  was  laid  alide  by  them. — Thofe  corfairs  foon  grew  fo  powerful, 
that,  in  the  year  1616,  we  find  a  letter  of  Sir  Francis  Cottington,  the  Englifh  Minifter  in 
Spain,  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  advifing,  that  their  whole  fleet  confifted  of  forty  fail  of 
tall  fhips,"  their  Admiral  being  of  five  hundred  tons  burden;  with  which  they  flruck  terror  all 
along  the  Spanifli  coafls,  dividing  their  force  into  two  fquadrons,  with  one  of  which  they 
blocked  up  the  port  of  Malaga,  and  with  the  other  they  cruifed  between  Lifbon  and  Seville. 
Confidering  the  mean  ftate  of  the  naval  ftrength  of  the  Chriftian  powers  of  Europe  in  thofe 
times,  this  was  truly  a  formidable  fleet :  but  thofe  rovers  are  fcarcely  able  in  our  days  to  fend 
out  fuch  a  fleet ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Chriftian  powers  are  fince  become  much  more 
formidable  in  Ihipping. 

In  this  fame  year  1616,  the  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company  fent  out  five  (hips,  viz.  one  of 
one  thoufand  tons,  one  of  nine  hundred,  one  of  eight  hundred,  one  of  four  hundred,  and 
one  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen ;  and  this  was  called  their  fifth  voyage  on  the  joint- 
ftock  ;  yet  we  have  not  met  with  any  account  of  their  fourth  voyage.  In  this  fifth  voyage, 
diey  took  a  Portuguefe  fhip,  laden  with  elephants  teeth,  which  they  landed  at  Surat,  together 
with  their  own  ladings  of  coral,  cloth,  tin,  wines,  ftrong  waters,  &c.  Thence  they  went  ta 
Jacatra ;  but  the  Dutch,  having  a  fort  there  already,  ufed  our  faftory,  fettled  there  by  a  grant 
from  the  King  of  Bantam,  fo  rudely,  fays  our  voyagers,  that  our  people  were  obliged  to  at- 
tack their  fleet;  and  ours  being  joined  by  Sir  Thomas  Dale,  with  fix  more  fliips  from  Eng- 
land, and  other  Ihips  of  the  company's  at  Bantam,  it  confifted  of  thirteen  fail  of  good  fhips, 
with  which  w^e  beat  the  Dutch  fleet  near  Jacatra,  as  wealfo  did  in  another  engagement  on  the 
coaft  of  Sumatra.  Yet,  in  the  end,  five  of  our  fhips  were  taken  by  the  Dutch,  we  having 
before  taken  one  of  theirs.  la  the  mean  time,  a  (hip  of  ours  from  England,  brought  an  ac- 
count of  agreement  at  home  between  the  two  companies,  which  put  an  end  to  thefe  hoftilities*- 
Afterwards  our  fhips  at  Firando  in  Japan,  joined  with  the  Dutch,  who  now  fhewed  our  peo- 
ple all  friendfhip,  in  applications  to  the  Emperor,  who  granted  all  their  requefls.  On  their 
return  to  Bantam,  in  the  year  162 1,  they  found  a  French  fhip  trading  there;  and  ours  re- 
turned that  year  home,  laden  with  pepper,  filk,  cloves,  and  benjamin.  In  this  fame  voyage,, 
one  of  our  fhips  failed  to  Mocha,  in  tlie  Red  Sea,  and  fettled  a  faftory  there,  for  the^irfl  time> 
by  permiflion  of  the  Turkifh  Aga. 

In  the  fame  year,  eight  fhips  failed  from  London  and  Plymouth,  for  the  country  fince 
named  New  England,  and  carried  from  thence  great  quantities  of  fifh  and  oil  for  Spain  and 
Portugal ;  as  they  did  alfo  in  the  yean  1618 :  yet  that  country  was  not  as  yet  fettled. 

The  accounts  our  voyage  writers  give  in  thofe  times  are  often  vague  and  confufed.  They 
pretend,  that  the  princes  and  chiefs  of  the  Banda  ifles  did,  in  a  folemn  writing,  refign  thofe 
Ifles,  fo  famous  for  nutmegs  and  cloves,  in  full  propriety  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain  for 
ever;  declaring,  that  they  never  acknowledged  the  Dutch  as  their  fovereigns  ;  and  that,  in 
token  of  their  fubjeflion,  they  would  annually  fend  a  branch  of  nutmegs  to  our  King.  Where- 
upon our  people  ereAed  forts,  and  warned  the  Dutch  to  come  thither  no  more.  Yet  the  lat- 
ter found  means  to  furprife  botli  our  fhips  at  Pooloway ;  and  at  Bantam,  inftcad  of  a  friendly 

acconmiodatioiv 


Digitized  by 


Google 


270  AN     HISTORICAL     AND     C  11  R  O  N  O  L  O  G  I  C  A  L    D  E  D  U  C  T  I  O  N 

A.  D. 

1616  accommodation  of  thofe  differences,  the  faftories  of  the  two  companies  fell  to  fighting:  and 
the  Dutch  infifted  on  the  ifle  of  Poleroon  as  the  condition  of  reftoring  our  two  Ihips ;  and, 
moreover,  in  1618,  they  took  two  more  of  our  fhips. 

1617  In  the  fecond  year  of  the  reign  of  K^ng  James  I.  in  the  year  1604,  that  Prince  had,  by  a 
new  charter,  confirmed  all  the  former  charters  of  the  company  of  Merchant-adventuj^ers  ;  and, 
in  the  fifteenth  of  hi3  reign,  161 7,  he  again  confirmed  all  their  former  powers  and  privileges, 
for  their  trading  to  the  Nctlierlands  and  to  Germany,  with  the  woollen  manufaftures  of  Eng- 
land, exclufive  of  all  v/ho  were  not  free  of  that  company.  Both  which  charters,  nevcrthelefs, 
ftill  referved  to  the  Mayor,  Conftables,  and  Fellowfliip  of  the  Merchants  of  the  Staple  of 
England,  full  liberty  to  trade  into  the  faid  limits.  *'  Yet.  according  to  Malynes,  their  pro- 
**  fefled  enemy,  the  Mercliant-adventurers  Company  increafed  their  arbitrary  proceedings 
**  more  and  more,  and  enlarged  the  fums  to  be  paid  for  the  freedom  thereof,  &c.  So  that  the 
'*  Merchants  of  the  Staple  gradually  loft  their  privileges,  and  all  others  were  compelled  to 
**  conform  to  the  rules  and  meafures  of  the  Merchant-adventurers  Company,  whofe  racm- 
**  bers  were  at  this  time  about  four  thoufand  perfons  :"  that  is,  in  faft,  almoft  all  who  traded 
m  the  woollen  manojfafture  to  Germany  and  the  Netherlands. 

\Vc  have  at  length  got  into  the  feventeenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  in  the  firft  and  fecond 
pages  of  which,  we  find  King  James's  creation  of  the  great  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  who  was  at 
that  time  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  to  be  Lord  High  Chancellor  of  England,  with  the 
very  fame  appointments  as  he  had  before  as  Lord  Keeper,  and  as  other  Lord  Chancellors  had 
enjoyed,  viz.  "Five  hundred  and  forty-two  pounds  fifteen  fhillings  for  falary,  and  two  Jiund- 
*'  red  pounds,"  or  fifty  pounds  each  term,  "for  his  attendance  in  tlic  ftar-chamber;  alfo 
"  three  hundred  pounds  over  and  above  the  faid  allowance,  with  fixty  pounds  per  annum,  for 
"  twelve  tons  of  wine." 

And  p.  5,  of  the  fame^'olumc,  King  James,  in  that  year,  grants  "  to  William  Segar, 
**  Garter  King-at-arms,  in  confideration  of  the  fmallnefs  of  the  fees  of  his  office,  an  annual 
•*  penfion  of  ten  pounds  :  and  to  William  Camden,  Clarencieux  King-at-arms,  twenty  pounds 
'•  yearly,  for  the  like  reafon  ;  and  the  fame  to  Richard  St.  George,  Norroy  King-at-arms. — 
«*  Alfo  an  annual  penfion  of  thirteen  pounds  fix  fhillings  and  eightpence  to  each  of  the  he- 
«  raids." 

King  James,  being  on  his  progrefs  to  Scotland,  iflued  out  the  following  extraordinary  pro- 
clamation, which,  in  our  days,  as  elfewherc  obferved,  would  be  thought  not  a  little  arbitrary, 
-viz.  "  He  ftriftly  commands  all  noblemen,  knights,  and  gentlemen,  who  have  raanfion-houfcs 
^'  in  the  country,  to  depart  within  twenty  days  after  the  date  thereof,  with  their  wives  and 
♦*  families,  out  of  the  city  and  fuburbs  of  London,  and  to  return  to  their  feveral  habitations 
"  in  thecountry,  there  to  continue  and  abide  until  the  end  of  the  fummer  vacation,  to  per- 
*'  form  the  duties  and  charge  of  their  places  and  fervicc  ;  and  likewifc,  by  houfekeeping,  to  be 
**  a  comfort  unto  their  neighbours,  in  order  to  reiiew  and  revive  the  laudable  cuftom  of  hof- 
**  pitality  in  their  refpeftivc  countries.  Excepting,  however,  fuch  as  have  neccfTary  occa- 
**  fion  to  attend  in  our  city  of  London  for  term  bufinefs,  or  other  urgent  occafions,  to  be  figni- 
♦*  fied  to,  and  approved  by  our  privy  council." 

On  this  occafion  we  fliall  only  further  remark,  that  King  Henry  IV.  of  France,  after  the 
peace  of  Vervins,  iflued  a  fimilar  proclamation  in  the  year  1598,  (which  poflibly  King  James 
thought  a  good  precedent,  liaving  likewife,  on  feveral  other  occafions,  teftified  a  fondnefs  for 
imitating  that  able  Prince  in  matters  of  ftate  policy,  perhaps  without  duly  coi^fidering  the  dif- 
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1617  fcrenceof  the  conftitutioii,  temper,  &c.  of  the  two  kingdoms)  commanding  his  nobility  and 
gentry  to  retire  to  their  eflates,  improve  their  lands,  and  keep  the  peace  of  their  refpedtive 
countries. 

We  (hall  juft  obfervc,  under  this  fame  year,  from  p.  9,  of  the  feventecnth  volume  of  the 
Foedera,  that  we  now  meet  with  the  lirft  commiflion  to  Sir  John  Digby,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Briftolj  from  King  James,  for  treating  with  King  Philip  HI.  of  Spain,  for  a  marriage  be- 
tween Charles  Prince  of  Wales,  and  the  Infanta  Maria  of  Spain,  King  Philip's  daughter ;  a 
treaty,  which,  after  being  in  agitation  about  eight  years,  was  fruitlefs  at  laft,  and  proved  of  no 
finall  detriment  to  the  public. 

In  this  fame  year,  161 7,  the  Hollanders  firft  fettled  and  fortified  the  ille  of  Goree,  on  the 
African  coaft,  near  Cape  Verde.  The  Englilh  long  after,  viz.  in  the  year  1663,  took  it  from 
the  Dutch,  but  reftored  it  in  1664.  In  the  year  1677,  the  French  took  it  from  the  Dutch, 
and  held  it  till  the  year  1758,  when  it  was  retaken  by  Great  Britain;  and  in  1762,  it  was 
again  flipulated  to  be  yielded  up  to  France. 

It  is  but  a  fmall  and  barren  iflf,  faid  to  be  without  either  wood  or  good  water  :  yet  its  hav- 
ing a  fafc  harbour  and  anchorage,  tendered  it  convenient  to  the  French,  becanfe  of  their  fac» 
tories  on  the  coaft  of  the  neighbouring  continent,  (the  principal  whereof,  viz.  Fort  Louis,  in 
the  river  of  Senegal,  the  Englifh  took  from  the  French  in  the  year  1758)  at  which  factories 
the  French  traded  for  gold,  flaves,  hides,  oftHch-feathers,  bees-wax,  gum  Senegal,  an  ex- 
tremely ufeful  commodity,  millet,  ambergreafe,  &c.  and  was,  by  the  preliminaries  of  the 
year  1762,  agreed  to  be  ceded  to  Great  Britain. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  quarrels  at  Spitzbergen  about  the  whale-fifhing,  ran  very  high  be- 
tween the  Englilh  and  the  Dutch,  the  former  feizing  on  part  of  their  oil :  and  tliis  is  the  firft 
time  we  find  mention  of  fins  or  whale-bone  being  brought  home  with  the  blubber  or  oil  ^ 
although  probably  before  this  period,  it  had  been  employed  for  women's  ftays,  Sec.  by  means 
of  the  Bifcay  whale-fifhers. 

1618  In  the  next  year.  King  James,  as  King  of  Scotland,  incorporated  a  number  of  Englifh,. 
Scots,  and  Zealanders,  to  be  a  new  company  to  filh  at  Spitzbergen ,  and  much  (hipping,  pro- 
vifions,  &c.  were  contrafted  for  :  yet,  after  alt  their  preparations,  this  Scotifli  patent  was  an- 
nulled ;  and  it  was  agreed,  that  the  Eaft  India  adventurers  (hould  ftill  join  ftock  with  the  Ruf- 
lia  Company,  and  be  one  joint  company  for  the  whale-fifhery.  Thirteen  fhips  w^re  there- 
upon fen  t  thither :  but  the  Zealanders  proving  fuperior  there,  and  being  exafperated  at  the 
laft  year's  feizing  of  their  oil,  &c.  and  their  difappointment  by  refcinding  the  above-named 
Scotifh  patent,  they  attacked,  overpowered,  rifled,  and  drfperfed  the  Englifh  fhips,  moft 
of  them  returning  home  empty. 

The  manner  of  managing  the  whale-fifhing  of  both  nations  was  then  quite  different  from 
what  it  is  in  our  days :  the  whales,  in  thofe  early  times,  having  never  been  difturbed,  fay 
©ur  voyagers,  reforted  to  the  bays  near  the  fhore,  fo  that  their  blubber  was  eafily  landed  at 
Spitzbergen,  where  they  erefted  cookeries,  (that  is  coppers,  &c.  for  boiling  their  oil^  which 
cookeries  tliey'left  ftanding  from  year  to  year,  and  only  brought  home  the  purified  oil  and  the 
whale-bone.  Thc-Englilh,  having  been  firft  in  that  fifliery,  kept  pofTeffion  of  the  beftbays  :^ 
the  Hollanders,  coming  later,  were  obliged  to  find  bays  further  north ;  yet  the  Danes,  who 
came  later  into  this  trade  than  tlie  Dutch,  got  in  between  the  Englifli  and  Dutch  :  the  Ham- 
burgers  came  after  the  Danes ;  and  after  them  came  the  French,  and  alfo  the  Bifcayners,  who, 
though  they  were  older  whale -fiilicrs  than  any  in  Europe,  except  the  Norwegians,  liad  not, 
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1618  however,  praftifed  tWs  method,  but  by  the  example  of  the  Englifh  and  the  reft;  and  who 
were  forced  to  fet  up  their  cookeries  Hill  further  off.  But,  fince  thofe  times,  the  whales  arc 
lefs  frequent  in  the  bays,  and  are  moft  commonly  among  the  openings  of  the  ice,  at  a  greater 
diftance  from  land,  which  obliges  the  fhips  to  follow  them  thither :  fo  that  the  blubber  is  pow 
cut  from  the  whales  which  are  taken,  in  fmall  pieces  at  the  fhips  fides,  and  their  calks  filled 
therewith,  and  thus  brought  home  to  be  boiled  and  purified,  and  the  whale-fins  alfo  to 
be  cleaned.  This  latter  method,  however,  offilhing,  being  often  found  dangerous  and  ha- 
zardous to  fhipping,  it  difcouraged  our  Englifh  adventurers,  wlro  then  traded  in  a  company, 
fo  that  they  foon  after  relinquifhed  that  fifhery ;  and  fo  it  remained  till  the  reign  of  King 
Charles  II. 

The  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  fending  out  fix  fliips  in  the  year  16 18,  for  India,  under 
the  command  of  Sir  Thomas  Dale :  we  find,  in  the  feventeenth  volume,  p.  56,  of  the  Foedera, 
that  King  James  I.  to  give  a  greater  weight  to  that  voyage,  granted  to  him  a  fpccial  commif- 
fion  to  govern  that  fleet,  as  well  by  common  as  by  martial-law :  alfo  to  feize  on  the  fhips  and 
merchandize  of  any  others  of  his  fubjefts  who  fhould  be  found  navigating  within  the  com- 
pany's limits  without  their  licence;  half  the  value  of  fuch  feizures  to  belong'  to  the  crown, 
and  the  other  half  to  the  company. 

We  have  fecn  King  James's  commifTion  to  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  the  year  1616,  for  the 
projeft  of  finding  the  rich  gold  mines  of  Guiana  ;  and  in  the  year  following,  he  failed  out  on 
that  adventure,  with  twelve  fliips,  two  of  which  deferted  him  before  he  arrived  at  Guiana, 
, where,  however,  he  could  never  find  tlje  marks  he  had  left  there ;  although  his  fon  and  Cap- 
tain Kcmys  failed  a  vafl  way  up  the  river  Oronoque  in  queft  of  them,  to  no  purpofe.  But 
being  narrowly  watched  by  Count  Gondemar,  the  Spanifh  minifler  at  King  James's  court, 
and  perhaps,  as  many  probably  think,  given  up  to  be  a  facrifice  to  the  projefted  match  be- 
tween Charles  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Infanta  of  Spain  ;  King  James  was  induced,  jn  1618, 
to  ifTue  the  following  proclamation,  in  fubflance,  viz.  "  That  whereas  he  had  licenfed  Ra- 
**  leigh  and  others,  to  undertake  a  voyage  to  Guiana,  where  they  pretended  great  probabili- 
**  ties  to  make  difcovery  of  rieh  gold  mines ;  in  which  licence  we  did,  by  exprefs  limitation 
**  and  caution,  reflrain  them  from  any  aft  of  hoflility,  wrong,  or  violence",  upon  the  terri- 
**  tories  of  any  Princes  in  amity  with  us,  and  more  particularly  of  thofe  of  our  dear  brother, 
"  the  King  of  Spain  :  all  which,  notwithftanding,  we  are  fince  informed  by  common  fame, 
**  that  they  have,  by  an  hoflile  invafion  of  the  town  of  St,  Thome,  being  under  the  obedience 
^*  of  our  faid  dear  brother,  the  King  of  Spain,  and  by  killing  of  divers  of  the  inhabitants  there- 
**  of,  his  fubjefts,  and  after  burning  and  facking  the  faid  town,  tnahcioufly  broken  and  in- 
**  fringed  the  peace  and  amity  which  hath  been  fo  happily  eftablifhed,  and  fo  long  inviolably 
*^*  continued,  between  us  and  the  fubjefts  of  both  our  crowns  :  we  have  therefore  held  it  fit, 
**  to  make  a  public  declaration  of  our  own  utter  miflike  and  deteftatiofi  of  the  faid  infolencies 
**  and  excefTes.  And,  for  the  clearing  of  the  truth  of  the  faid  common  fame,  we  do  hereby 
**  flriftly  charge  all  our  fubjefts,  that  have  any  particular  underflanding  artd  notice  thereof, 
**  immediately  to  difcover  the  fame  to  fome  of  our  privy  council,  upon  pain  of  our  highefk 
**  difpleafure." — Foedera,  vol.  xvii.  p.  90. 

Upon  Raleigh's  return,  without  gold.  King  James  difavowed  his  having  given  him  autho- 
rity to  fail  to  Guiana,  although  he  had  privately  received  of  him  a  fcherae  of  the  whole  dc- 
fign,  with  a  particular  dcfcription  of  the  country  and  river  of  Oronoque,  &c.  He  could  not, 
however,  be  put  to  death  on  account  of  this  enterprife^  becaufe  he  had  King  James's  commif- 
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1618  fion  for  it;  but  as  he  had  been  found  guilty  in  the  year  1603,  of  a  pretended  confpiracy  with 
Lord  Grey,  &c.  for  dethroning  King  James,  in  favour  of  that  King's  coufin,  Lady  Arabella 
Stuart,  and  kept  twelve  years  in  the  Tower  of  London,  where  he  wrote  his  celebrated  firft 
part  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  World,  to  plcafe  the  court  of  Spain,  he  was,  in  the  feventy-fcventh 
year  of  his  age,  executed  on  that  old  fentencc,  in  this  fame  year  i6i8,  to  the  no  fmall  difre- 
putation  of  Kirrg  James,  and  the  infinite  regret  of  all  good  men. 

In  the  (ame  feventeenth  volume,  p.  102,  of  the  Foedera,  King  James  grants  an  cxclufive 
patent  to  John  Gilbert,  "  for  the  fole  making  and  vending  of  an  inftrument  which  he  called  a 
"  water-plough ;  for  the  taking  up  of  fand,  gravel,  &c.  out  of  the  river  Thames,  and  other 
**  rivers  and  havens  :"  (probably  the  fame  now  ufed  by  the  ballaft-men)  '*  and  of  an  engine 
^*  alfo  invented  by  him,  for  the  raifing  of  waters  in  greater  quantity  than  heretofore  known, 
"  and  to  be  moved  and  driven  either  by  foine  ftream  of  water,  or,  for  want  of  that,  by  ftrength 
«'  of  horfes." 

In  the  fame  year,  and  in  the  fame  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  117,  we  have  a  proclamation  of 
King  James^  for  reftraining  of  buildings  on  new  foundations  in  London,  or  within  two 
miles  of  any  of  the  gates  of  that  city  :  alfo  for  reftraining  the  immoderate  confluence  of  peo- 
ple thither.  Wherein  the  fame  reafons  are  afligned  as  in  the  reftraint  publifhed  in  the  year 
1602,  by  Queen  Elizabeth ;  but  which,  in  modern  times,  would  not  be  efteemed  of  fufficient 
weight  to  require  any  fuch  reftraints  in  either  cafe. 

The  King  hereby  alfo  prefcribes  the  manner  of  rebuilding  of  aH  houfes  in  London  for  the 
future,  in  refpeft  to  the  height  of  the  ftories,  and  thicknefs  of  the  walls;  the  latter  to-be  either 
of  brick  or  ftone;  with  the  form  of  the  windows  and  fhops,  &c.  He  alfo  dire£ls  all  fheds 
and  other  nuifances  to  be  removed.  **  All  which  regulations  fhall  be  made,"  fays  the  King, 
^*  upon  pain  of  fuch  cenfure  as  our  high  court  of  ftar-chambcr  fliall  inflid.'* 

In  vol.  xvii.  p.  119,  of  the  Fcedera,  King  James  iflued  a  fpecial  commiflion  to  his  chan- 
cellor, and  leveral  other  lords  and  gentlemen,  "  for  the  removal  of  nuifances  in  the  grounds 
**  called  Lincoln's-Inn-Fields,  fituated  in  a  place  much  planted  round  about  with  the  dwel- 
•*  lings  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen  of  quality ;  which  grounds,"    fays  he,    *'  if  they  were  re- 
**  duced  into  fair  and  goodly  walks,  would  be  a  matter  of  very  great  ornament  to  the  city,  and 
**  alfo  of  pleafure  and  frefhnefs  for  the  health  and  recreation  of  the  inhabitants  thereabout,  and 
**  for  the  fight  and  delight  of  ambafladors  and  ftrangers  coming  to  our  court  and  city.     The 
**  faid  coramiflioners  are  therefore  directed  to  lay  out  the  faid  Lincoln's-Inn-Fields  into  reo^u- 
^*  lar  walks,  &c.  in  fuch  form  as,  by  Inigo  Jones,  Efquire,  the  furveyor-general  of  our  works, 
**  and  one  of  the  faid  commiffioners,  fhall  be  drawn  by  way  of  map.     The  expence  thereof  to 
**  be  defrayed  by  colleftions  or  contributions  from  the  moft  fubftantial  inhabitants  of  the  ad- 
**  jacent  parifhes  of  St.  Martin's,  St.  Giles's  in  the  Fields,  St.  Mary  le  Savoy,  St.  Clement's, 
-**  St.  Andrew's,  St.  Dunftan's,  and  St.  Bride's :  and  a  lift  of  fuch  as  will  not  contribute,  fliall 
•*  belaid  before  us.     A  treafurer  to  be  eleft^d  out  of  the  contributors.     The  mafter  of  the 
"  rolls  is  hereby  direfted  to  coUeft  the  contributions  of  the^two  ferjeants-inns,  the  four  inns 
-**  of  court,  and  the  eight  inns  of  chancery." 

The  above-mentioned  buildings  near  Lincoln's-Inn-Fields  were  originally  ereflcd  under 
the  direftion  of  Inigo  Jones,  Efquire,  who  certainly  was  an  honour  to  our  nation,  for  his 
eminent  fkill  in  architefturc.  Some  of  which  buildings  remain  entire  at  this  time,  on  the 
weft  fide  of  Lincoln's-Inn-Fields,  and  alfo  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  adjoining  flrcct  called 
<jreat  Queen-ftreet. 
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i6i8  In  p.  I  a  I,  of  the  fame  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  King  James's  fpccial  licence  to  Da- 
vid Ramfey  and  Thomas  Wildgoffc,  "  for  the  fole  ufc  and  benefit  of  certain  difcovcrics  and 
**  inventions. 

**  I.  For  ploughing  of  land  without  horfes  or  oxen. 

**  IL  For  improving  of  barren  grounds. 

'^  III.  For  railing  of  water  from  any  low  place  to  the  houfes  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen, 
'*  and  to  cities  and  towns  :  and. 

**  IV.  To  make  boats,  for  the  carriage  of  burdens  and  paflengers,  to  run  upon  the  water 
*'  as  fwift  in  calms,  and  more  faft  in  florms,  then  boats  full  failed  in  great  winds." 

At  this  time  the  fifhery  of  tbc  United  Netherlands  was  got  to  a  very  great  height;  for  which 
we  have  the  undoubted  authority  of  tlie  Grand  Penfionary  De  Witt,  in  his  book  entitled,  The 
Intcrefk  of  Holland.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  had  taken  much  pains  to  gain  all  poffible  knowledge 
of  it  for  King  James's  information ;  and  De  Witt  feems  to  give  credit  to  Raleigh's  account  of 
its  magnitude,  as  appears  by  the  following  paragraph,  viz. 

"  And  indeed,  if  that  be  true,  which  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  afems,  who  made  diligent  en- 
^  **  quiry  tliereinto,  for  King  James's  information,  viz.  That  the  Hollanders  fifhcd  on  the 
"  coafts  of  Great  Britain  with  no  fewer  than  three  thoufand  fliips,  and  fifty  thoufand  men; 
**  and  that  they  employed  and  fent  to  fea,  to  tranfport  and  fell  the  fifh  fo  taken,  and  to  make 
*^  returns  thereof,  near  nine  tlioufand  (hips  more,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men 
**  befide,  by  fea  and  land :  and,  if  we  hereunto  add  what  he  faith  further,  viz.  That  every 
"  twenty  bufles  da,  one  way  or  other,  maintain  eight  thoufand  people ;  and  that  the  Hol- 
"  landers  had,  in  all,  no  fewer  than  twenty  thoufand  Ihips  at  fea;  as  alfo,  that  their  iilhing, 
'*  navigation,  and  traffic  by  fea,  with  its  dependencies,  fince  that  time  to  the  year  1667,  is 
*'  increafed  one  third  more  ;  I  fay,  if  that  be  fo,  we  may  tlien  ealily  conclude,  that  tlie  fea  is 
**  a  fpecial  means  of  Holland's  fubfiflence." 

In  anotlier  place  De  Witt  aflferts,  "  That  in  the  province  of  Holland,  the  fifhery  alone  main- 
**  tains  four  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  people." 

With  refpe£k  to  the  whale -fifhery  of  the  Hollanders,  Dc  Witt  quotes  Lieven  Van  Aitzma, 
who  fays,  *'  That  the  whale-filhery  to  the  northward  employs  above  twelve  thoufand  men  at 
**  fea  ;"  which  fhews,  that  tlie  Dutch  had  probably  near  three  hundred  fail  of  fhips  employed 
in.  the  whale-fifhery  about  one  hundred  years  ago,  at  a  time  when  England  had  none  at  all  em- 
ployed therein. 

The  colony  of  Virginia  went  on  increafing,  arid  had  by  this  time  planted  confiderable  quan- 
tities of  tobacco  there,  which  now  began  to  be  well  taken  off  at  home.  The  old  way  of  fail- 
ing to  that  colony  by  the  Caribbee  ifles,  was  flill,  in  this  year  161 8,  generally  praftifed.  Sir 
Samuel  Argall,  then  goveriwr,  finding  this  colony  in  a  thriving  way,  began  to  have  his  eye  on 
tlie  French,  who,  about  the  year  16 16,  had  crofTed  the  river  of  St.  LawreiKe,  and  had  a  fct- 
tlement  in  tlw  country  tlien  named  Acadia,  a  part  of  that  province  called  Nova  Scotia,  and 
alfo  fomewhat  furtlier  fouthward,  on  part  of  wlwt  is  now  called  New  England.  But  he  drove 
the  French  from  Port  Royal,  fince  named  Annapolis  Royal,  and  alfo  from  another  fmall  fet- 
tlemcnt  of  theirs,  and  took  a  fhip  riding  before  it :  fome  of  whom  went  home  to  France,  and 
others  of  them  failed  up  the  river  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  fettled  in  Canada. 

We  are  here  to  obferve,  that  the  Englifh,  from  the  very  beginning  of  their  fettling  on  the 
continent  of  America,  had  ever  deemed  Nova  Scotia  to  be  a  part  of  North  Virginia,  juftinthe 
fame  fenfe  as  Georgia,  more  lately,  and  before  it  took  tliat  name,  was  undoubtedly  deemed  a 
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i6i8  part  of  South  Carolina,  though  not  then  fettlccL  For  at  this  time,  all  the  country  north  of 
Cape  Henry,  before  it  was  planted  and  divided  into  fcparate  governments,  was  known  by  the 
fole  name  of  Virginia,  which  being  the  mother  Englifli  colony  on  that  continent,  and  its  pa- 
tent extending  to  the  northernmoft  parts  of  America,  all  the  country  which  was  then  cultiva- 
ted in  Virginia,  had  the  appellation  of  North  Virginia. 

On  the  fame  cruife,  and  for  the  fame  reafon,  Sir  Samuel  Argall  diflodged  fome  Dutchmen, 
who,  under  pretence  of  a  purchafe  from  Captain  Hudfon,  from  whom  that  river  took  its 
name,  had  feated  themfelves  on  Hudfon's  river,  in  what  is  now  called  the  province  of  New 
York,  and  which  the  Dutch  had  then  named  New  Netherlands  :  yet  tliey  again  foon  re-fettled 
anii  multiplied  there. 

AVhciher  the  Indians  of  Virginia  had  received  bad  impreflions  of  our  firft  Englilh  planters, 
fonv:  of  whom,  through  rafhncfs,  might  have  ufed  violence  towards  them,  is  not,  at  this  dif- 
tance  of  time,  and  through  partial  reprefentations,  fo  cafily  to  be  determined :  but  it  is  certain, 
that  the  Indians  deftroyed  many  Englilh  people  in  thofe  times ;  and  that  they,  in  retaliation, 
made  crrcat  havock  of  the  Indians,  who  at  firft  were  very  numerous  along  that  coaft,  fo  as  to 
have  either  deftroyed  them  all,  or  elfe  driven  fuch  as  remained  of  them  up  into  the  inland 
countries.  Certainly,  whenever  it  can  be  done  with  fafety,  it  is  of  vaft  benefit  to  any  fuch 
plantation  to  live  well  with  the  native  favages,  who  may  be  many  ways  fubfervient  to  their  in- 
tereft,  more  cfpecially  by  carrying  on  a  very  confiderable  traffic  with  them  for  peltry,  (that  is, 
furs  and  ikins)  in  exchange  for  that  fort  of  woollen  cloth  called  duffle,  guns,  gunpowder, 
lead-ihot,  hatchets,  knives,  fciflars,  needles,  and  thread,  red  oker,  for  painting  their  bodies,  &c. 
Alfo  by  engaging  their  friendlhip,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  of  the  colonies  of  other  European 
nations  at  variance  with  them.  We  ought,  however,  on  this  occafion,  to  do  the  managers 
of  the  Virginia  Company  the  juftice  to  obfervc,  that,  even  fo  early  as  this  fame  year  1618, 
they  had  formed  a  defign  to  ereft  a  college  for  the  convcrfion  of  the  Indians  to  Chriftianity, 
although  it  afterwards  proved  abortive. 

The  Dutch  in  Europe  went  on  very  fuccefsfuUy  in  their  captures  at  fea  of  both  Spanifli  and 
Portuguefe  (hipping:  but  of  all  their  expeditions,  fays  Voltaire,  in  his  General  Hiftory  of 
Europe,  vol.  vi,  chap.  11.  that  of  Admiral  Peter  Hen  was  the  moft  profitable  to  them ;  he 
having,  in  this  fame  year,  1618,  mattered  and  taken  the  entire  fleet  of  galleons  homeward- 
bound;  by  which  ftroke  of  good  fortune,  he  carried  home  no  lefs  than  twenty  millions  of 
livres. 

In  this  year,  the  Hollanders  began  to  fortify  the  port  of  Jacatra,  fince  called  Batavia,  in  order 
to  exclude  the  Englifti  from  rcforting  to  it.  The  Javans  oppofing  it,  were  aflifted  by  the  Eng- 
lifli from  Bantam  with  cannon  and  (hips,  with  which  they  drove  away  the  Dutch  fhips  of  war; 
yet,  in  the  end,  the  Dutch  ftood  their  ground,  and  kept  pofleffion  of  Batavia,  and  alfo  of  their 
feftory  at  Bantam,  after  many  ftruggles  with  the  Englifh  Company's  fhips,  and  much  (laugh- 
ter between  them,  and  alfo  with  thofe  of  Bantam.  After  which,  this  new  city  of  Batavia  in- 
creafed  very  much  in  people  and  commerce,  its  haven  being  capable  of  containing  one  thou- 
fand  fail  of  (hips  :  it  was  attacked,  but  without  fuccefs,  by  the  King  of  Java,  then  called  Em- 
peror of  Materan,  by  fea  and  land,  in  the  year  1630 ;  and  again,  by  tlie  Bantamefe,  in  1655. 
Hither  they  import  vaft  quantities  of  European  merchandize  for  the  Javans,  and  alfo  for  the 
Chinefe,  who  come  there  in  their  large  veffels.  It  is  indeed  a  magazine  for  all  the  produc- 
tions of  India,  Japan,  and  the  Spice  iflands  ;  it  is  the  centre  of  all  the  Dutch  commerce;  and 
its  governor-general  lives  in  the  ftate  of  a  fovereign  prince,  his  forces  being  reckoned  about 
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1618  twenty  thoufand,  or  upwards;  and  in  Java,  the  Moluccas,  Ceylon,  and  Malacca,  feme  have 
reckoned  half  a  million  of  people  fubjeft  to  the  Dutch  Company,  who,  in  India,  are  ftrong 
enough  to  expel  all  the  other  European  nations  ;  and  they  fend  more  European  merchandize 
to  India  than  perhaps  all  the  reft  of  Europe  do  together.  The  Dutch  governors  of  Batavia 
have,  from  time  to  time,  added  many  new  fortifications  and  outworks  to  that  city,  which  is 
about  fix  miles  in  circumference,  and  contains  about  eighty  thoufand  people.  They  have 
likewife  built  many  forts  and  redoubts,  at  proper  diftanccs,  for  feveral  miles  round  about,  for 
the  fafety  of  their  plantations,  farms,  and  pleafure-houfes  ;  fo  as  to  be  deemed  long  fince  out 
of  danger  from  any  fuccefsful  attack  from  the  natives,  according  to  NieuhofF's  Voyages,  pub- 
liflicd  in  the  year  1676,  who  then  reckoned  fix  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  twenty  fighting 
men  in  it,  befide  the  Dutch  inhabitants,  and  the  families  of  great  numbers  of  Chinefe,  Ma- 
layans, Amboynefe,  Moors,  and  Javanefe.  They  have  fugar-houfes,  powder-mills,  paper- 
mills,  and  all  other  conveniencies,  without  being  obliged  to  depend  on  the  uncertainty  of  fup- 
plies  from  Europe:  and  their  coffee  is  reckoned  next  to  that  of  Mocha  for  goodnefs.  They 
have  alfo  pepper,  rice,  wax,  benzoin;  alfo  magazines  of  iron,  timber,  and  naval  ftores; 
founderies  for  cannon,  docks  for  fhip-building,  ^c. 

The  Englifh  RuflTia  Company  were  now  difputing  with  the  Hull  men  their  whale-fifhing  at 
the  ifle  of  Trinity,  lying  in  the  north  fea,  towards  Spitzbergen  ;  the  company  claiming  aa 
exclufive  right  to  that  fifliery;  yet  the  Hull  fhips  having  firft  difcovered  that  ifle,  and  very 
early  filhed  at  and  near  it,  it  was  granted  to  the  corporation  of  Hull  by  King  James,  in  the 
fame  year,  1618,  for  their  whalc-fifhing,  according  to  Camden's  A nnaJs. 

Although  the  Englifti,  as  we  have  fcen,  had,  fo  early  as  the  year  1536,  reforted  for  com- 
merce to  Guinea,  or  the  weftern  coaft  of  Africa,  yet,  by  reafon  of  certain  loiles  and  difap- 
pointments  they  had  met  with  in  that  traffic,  they  became  negligent  thereof,  and  even  fcem 
to  have  difcontinued  it  entirely,  until  this  year  1618  ;  when  King  James  I.  granted  an  exclu- 
five  charter  to  Sir  Robert  Rich,  and  other  Londoners,  for  raifing  a  joint  flock  for  a  trade  to 
Guinea.  Neverthelefs,  as  feparate  traders  would  not  forbear  reforting  to  that  coaft,  fuchdif- 
putes  arofe  between  this  country  and  them,  as  fbon  ended  in  the  difTolution  of  the  company, 
whofe  proprietors  withdrew  their  fliares. 

The  foregoing  circumftance  occafioned  that  trade  to  lie  negle£led  during  the  reft  of  this 
King's  reign,  and  alfo  fome  of  that  of  his  fon,  whilft  the  Hollanders  perfiftcd  in  improving 
their  own  trade  on  this  coaft.  That  ftiort-lived  company  had  foon  fpent  the  grcateft  part  of 
their  capital ;  the  gold  and  drug  trade  alone  not  being  fufficient  to  fupport  fadories  and  forts 
there  ;  there  having  as  yet  been  fcarcely  any  trade  for  negro  flaves  for  our  own  American  plan^ 
tations  exifting. 
1619  The  Englifh  Ruffia  and  Eaft  India  Companies,  having,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  uni- 
ted in  the  carrying  on  the  whale-fifliing  to  Spitzbergen,  now  fent  out  thither  nine  (hips 
and  two  pinnaces ;  but  this  proving  an  unfortunate  voyage,  thofe  two  companies,  who  had 
now  carried  on  this  fifliery  jointly  for  two  years  unfuccefsfully,  agreed  to  adventure  no  more. 

The  Englifh  filver  coins  being  much  melted  down  and  exported  at  this  time,  for  remedy, 
in  the  feventeenth  volume,  p.  133,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find  the  following  proclamation  by 
King  James  I.  viz. 

I.  •*  Prohibiting  the  exchange  of  filrer  coins  into  gold  ones,  for  any  mamier  of  profit,  or 
above  the  rates  for  which  the  fame  coins  are  current  in  the  realm.'* 
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1619  In  this  proclamation  he  mentions  a  former  one,  which  we  have  not  met  with,  of  the  tenth 
year  of  his  reign,  **  for  the  better  ftaying  of  treafure  within  this  realm,  and  for  tlic  procuring 
**  and  inviting  the  fame  to  be  brought  into  the  kingdom,  and  to  his  mint."  In  which  pro- 
clamation he  fet  the  prices  of  foreign  gold  and  filver  in  their  feveral  fpecics.  **  Whereas,'' 
fays  this  laft  proclamation,  **  the  drawing  of  monies  into  the  goldfmiths  hands,  by  turnrng 
•'  filver  into  gold  upon  profit  of  exchange,  doth  make  it  (the  fiiver)  the  more  ready  to  be  in- 
"  grofled  into  the  merchants  hands,  for  tranfportation  to  mints  abroad,  and  that  fiich  profit 
*'  to  be  taken  upon  change  of  monies  is  prohibited  by  law ;  the  King  ftriftly  coinmands,  that 
*'  no  goldfmith  nor  any  other  perfon  fhall  melt  down,  or  make  into  any  kind  of  veflel  or 
♦*  plate,  or  other  manufafture,  any  of  his  coins  current  in  thefe  realms  ;  but  fhall  only  make 
•*  the  fame  out  of  old  plate,  foreign  bullion,  or  foreign  coin,  or  of  filver  burnt  out  of  lace, 
♦«  and  the  like. 

II.  "  And,  the  better  to  prevent  the  unnecefl"ary  and  exceflive  vent  of  gold  and  filver  foliate, 
/.  f.  leaf,  **  within  this  realm,  none  fuch  Ihall  henceforth  be  wrought  or  ufed  in  any  build- 
**  ing,  cieling,  wainfcot,  bedfteads,  chairs,  llools,  cloaths,  or  any  other  ornament  whatfo- 
•*  ever ;  except  it  be  armour  or  weapons,  or  in  arms  or  enfigns  of  honour  at  funerals,  or 
**  monuments  of  the  dead.'* 

This  has  been  often  remarked  to  be  peculiarly  a  reign  of  proclamations. 

In  p.  134,  ice.  of  the  fevenieenth  volume  of  the  Foedcra,  we  have  in  this  fame  year  two 
againft  eating  flefli  in  Lent,  or  on  other  faft  days.  "  None  to  prefume  to  difobey  this  order 
**  without  a  licence  from  the  Bifhop  of  the  diocefe;  which  licences,"  fays  tlie  King,  **  fhould 
<♦  be  fparingly  granted." — His  reafons  are,  '*  The  benefit  of  this  abftinence,  for  the  increafc 
•'  of  flefli  meat  all  the  reft  of  the  year,  and  that  the  contrary  praftice  is  againft  law." 

And  ibid,  p.  140,  we  have,  the  fame  year,  a  proclamation,  "  for  the  builders  of  new 
««  houfes  in  London,  to  make  their  walls  of  brick,  as  in  a  former  proclamation.'' 

King  James  I.  has  generally  been  cenfured  for  the  great  number  of  his  grants,  donatives, 
and  penfions  to  his  favourites ;  in  confequence  of  which  he  rendered  himfelf  almoft  always 
neccflTitous.  One  of  the  moft  confiderable  for  that  age  was  his  grant  of  a  penfion  of  two  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  for  thirty-one  years  to  come,  to  James  Marquis  of  Ha- 
milton and  Earl  of  Cambridge.^-See  the  Foedera,  vol.  xvii.  p.  168. 

Ibid.  Foedera,  vol.  xvii.  p.  170,  we  fee  King  James's  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  pacification 
between  the  two  rival  Eaft  India  Companies  of  England  and  Holland,  after  very  many  great 
and  fliarp  controverfies  between  them,  both  in  relation  to  the  Eaft  India  and  Greenland  trades, 
compofed  by  his  Majefty's  interpofition :  who  thereupon  (fays  Camden's  Annals)  knighted 
the  Dutch  deputies  or  commiflioners.     It  is  in  fubftance  : 

**  After  fundry  fruitlefs  conferences  at  London  and  at  the  Hs^ue,  in  the  years  16 13  and 
**  161 5,  for  accainmodatihg  thofe  differences,  the  King  and  the  States,  defiring  to  cement 
•*  more  and  more  the  bands  of  friendfliip  between  the  two  iiations,  were  earneft  to  refume  the 
«*  faid  affair  in  a  third  congrefs,  to  be  held  by  commiffioners  from  the  King  and  the  States  in 
**  the  prefence  of  certain  deputies  from  each  company :  and,  after  long  debates,  they  have  at 
•*  length  come  to  the  following  conclufions  ;  viz. 

1.  "  There  fliall  be,  from  the  date  hereof,  an  amnefty  and  oblivion  of  all  offences  and  ex- 
*•  cedes  committed  in  the  Eaft  Indies  by  either  party  ;  and,  in  confequence  thereof,  the  pri- 
**  foners,  Ihips,  and  merchandize,  of  both  parties  fluill  be  freely  delivered  up  and  reftored." 
3  II.  **  All 
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1619  II.  **  All  the  officers  and  fervants  of  both  companies  ftiall  affbrd  all  poflible  aid  and  friend- 
"  Ihip  to  each  other,  as  between  friends  and  neighbours  fo  nearly  allied ;  and  if  any  of  either 
"  party  Ihall  happen  to  be  in  diftrefs  at  fea,  the  people  of  the  other  party  (hall  afford  them  all 
**  poffible  fuccour. 

III.  *•  Commerce  in  the  Eaft  Indies  Ihall  be  abfolately  free  for  both  companies ;  who  may 
•*  trade  with  and  employ,  on  their  refpcdive  fcparate  accounts,  fuch  fund  and  capital  as  they 
**  fhall  judge  proper. 

IV.  "  For  the  common  benefit  of  commerce  in  India,  both  companies  (hall  endeavour  to 
"  bring  about  the  reduftion  of  the  duties  there,  as  well  as  of  gifts  and  prcfents. 

V.  *'  The  like  endeavours  (hall  be  ufed  by  both  companies  in  India  to  reduce  the  prices  of 
•'  merchandize  there.  And  as  to  the  fale  of  India  commodities  in  the  countries  of  both  the 
**  contrafling  parties,  a  certain  price  (hall  be  mutually  agreed  on,  below  which,  neither  com- 
**  pany  (hall  fell  the  fame. 

VI.  "  For  the  preventing  of  all  jealou(ies  between  the  two  companies,  the  commiffioncrs 
**  of  both  companies  Ihall  fix  a  certain  moderate  price  for  the  purchafe  of  pepper  at  Bantam, 
**  and  other  places  in  Java  Major;  which  (hall  be  equally  divided  between  the  twocom- 
*•  panics. 

VII.  «*  The  Engli(h  Eaft  India  Company  (hall  freely  enjoy  the  tra(fic  at  Palicatc ;  and  bear 
**  half  the  expence  of  the  fort  and  garrifon  there. 

VIII.  **  In  the  Molucca  Ifles,  Banda,  and  Amboyna,  commerce  (hall  be  fo  regulated  by 
**  common  confent,  that  the  Engli(h  company  (hall  enjoy  the  third  part  of  it,  both  for  im- 
"  port  and  export ;  and  the  Dutch  company  the  other  two-thirds  thereof. 

IX.  ^^  And  for  this  purpofc  the  commiffioners  of  both  companies  (hall  buy  the  merchan- 
**  dize  at  the  current  prices  there,  and  (hall  divide  them  by  lot,  in  due  proportion,  between 
*^  both  companies. 

X.  **  And  as  fo  remote  a  commerce,  and  of  fuch  importance,  cannot  be  proteftcd  without 
**  a  ftrong  power,  twenty  (hips  of  war  (hall  be  furai(hed  for  that  end;  each  company  ten 
**  (hips,  and  each  (hip  from  fix  hundred  to  eight  hundred  tons  burden,  manned  with  one 
♦*  hundred  and  fifty  perfons,  and  furniihed  with  thirty  pieces  of  cannon  each,  befides  other 
**  needful  ammunition;  which  cannon  (hall  carry  bullets  of  ten  to  eighteen  pounds  weight. 
t^  This  is  thefirft  inftance  found  in  the  Foedera  of  fpecifying  the  number  and  fizc  of  the 
cannon,  and  the  weight  of  their  bullets,  jointly  with  the  tonnage,  which,  in  modern  times, 
is  termed  the  rate  of  a  (hip  of  war. 

XI.  "  Alfo  the  council  of  defence  (hall  confider  of  the  number  of  gallies,  frigates,  and  other 
**  leflTer  neceflfary  veflcls. 

XII.  **  The  forts  and  garrifons  in  the  Moluccas,  Banda,  and  Amboyna,  (hall  be  main- 
**  tained  by  the  impofitions  on  the  produds  of  the  faid  ifles,  'to  be  fettled  by  the  faid  common 
**  council  of  defence. 

XIII.  *'  For  the  better  eftabli(hing  and  preferving  of  order,  there  (hall  He  creAcdaCoun- 
•*  cil  of  Defence,  of  each  company  four  perfons ;  being  the  principal  oflkers  of  each  com- 
**  pany  :  who  (hall  prefide  in  their  turns, 

XIV.  '*  Which  Council  of  Defence  (halldireft  all  matters  relating  to  the  common  defence 
**  at  fea ;  and  (hall  ftation  the  (liips  of  war  as  they  (hall  judge  neceflary. 

XV.  **  The  faid  Council  of  Defence  (hall  fettle  the  impofitions  needful  for  the  maintenance 
•*  of  the  forts  and  garrifons. 
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1619      XVI.  **  The  fhips  of  war  fhall  remain  in  the  places  where  ftationcd,  and  fliall  not  be  em- 
"  ployed  in  bringing  goods  to  Europe. 

XVII.  *•  Yet,  if  the  Council  of  Defence  fhall  permit  it,  the  faid  (hips  of  war  may  be  era- 
"  ployed  fometimes  from  one  place  to  another  in  India,  for  the  conveying  of  merchandize  be- ' 
"  longing  to  their  refpeftive  companies. 

XVIII.  •*  The  Council  of  Defence  may  alfo,  in  emergencies,  employ  the  merchant  Ihips 
"  for  defence. 

XIX.  XX.  **  The  lofs  and  expencc,  as  well  as  the  profit  by  captures,  &c.  fhall  be  equally 
'*  borne  and  divided,  between  both  companies. 

XXI.  XXII.  **  But  fhips  of  war,  which  may  be  lofl  by  tempcfl,  &c.  fhall  be  made  good 
"  by  the  company  they  belong  to. 

XXIII.  •*  The  forts  fhall  remain  in  the  pofTeflion  of  that  company  in  whofe  hands  they 
"  now  are. 

XXIV.  XXV.  **  As  for  the  forts  in  the  Moluccas,  or  elfewhcre  in  India,  acquired  l^y  the 
"  joint  forces  of  both  companies,  they  fhall  be  equally  pofTefled  and  garrifoned  by  both  com- 
**  panies  ;  as  the  Council  of  Defence  fhall  direft. 

XXVI.  **  The  two  companies  fhall  jointly  endeavour  to  open  a  free  trade  to  China,  or 
**  clfewhere ;  as  the  Council  of  Defence  fhall  direft. 

XXVII.  "  Neither  company  fhall  henceforth  pretend  to  exclude  the  other  from  any  part 
*•  of  the  Indies ;  whether  it  fhall  be  by  fortifications,  or  by  contrafts  hereafter  to  be  made. 
**  But  all  the  commerce  fhall  be  free  and  common  to  both  companies  in  every  part  of  the 
*•  Indies. 

XXVIII.  "  None  other,  not  free  of  either  company,  fhall  enjoy  the  benefit  of  this  com- 
*•  mcrce.  And  if  any  fubjeft  of  the  King,  or  of  the  States,  fhall  hereafter  invade  the  privi- 
**  leges  of  either  company,  in  that  cafe  both  companies  fhall  jointly  and  feparately  endeavour 
**  to  oppofe  all  invaders  of  this  trade,  and  all  other  companies  that  may  hereafter  be  fet  up 
**  during  the  term  of  this  treaty,  which  fhall  be  for  twenty  years. 

XXIX.  "  Pcrfons  dying  in  any  faftory  in  India,  where  their  adminiflrators  are  not  pre- 
**  fent,  the  officers  of  cither  company  Ihail  take  due  care  of  the  efFefts  of  the  defunft,  for  the 
**  adminiflrators  benefit. 

Finally,  "  The  King  ratifies  this  treaty  ;  and  promifes,  not  to  ereft  any  other  India  Com- 
**  pany  during  the  faid  term  of  twenty  years  above-named." 

Never,  furely,  was  there  a  more  formal  and  plaufiblc  pacification,  and  even  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  an  union,  between  two  commercial  bodies  than  this  famous  treaty.  And  yet  it  feems  to 
have  been  no  fooner  ratified  than  determined  to  be  infringed  in  the  moft  plain  and  eflcntial 
parts  of  it. 

Our  hiftorians  are  unanimous  in  throwing  the  blame  on  the  Dutch  Company,  more  efpe- 
cially  in  the  barbarous  affair  at  Amboyna,  &c.  And,  on  the  contrary,  the  Dutch  endeavour 
to  clear  themfelves,  and  to  throw  the  blame  on  our  Company's  managers  in  India.  But  as,  at 
this  diflance  of  time,  it  is  of  little  importance  to  fearch  minutely  into  the  bottom  of  thofc 
altercations ;  it  is  much  more  to  our  purpofe  here  to  make  the  following  remark  : 

That  could  the  faid  two  companies  have  been  fo  wife,  as  to  have  lived  in  perfeft  harmony 
together,  they  might,  probably,  have  now  remained  fole  maflers  of  the  entire  commerce  of 
Arabia,  Perfia,  India,  and  China;  fo  as  to  have  had  it  effeftually  in  their  power  to  have  ex- 
pelled not  only  the  Portuguefe,  but  every  other  European  nation,  from  trading  to  thofc  coun- 
t  tries ; 


Digitized  by 


Google^ 


a^Q         AN      HISTQRICAL      AND      CHRONOLOGICAL     ©EDUCTION 

A.  D. 

1619  tries ;  (how  juftly  that  could  hayc  been  done,  we  do  not  pretend  to  fay)  as  plainly  appears  by 
the  whole  tenor  of  the  before-mentioned  articles  ;  the  breach  whereof  was  faid  to  have  been 
made  by  the  oflicers  of  both  companies  in  India,  not  only  before  thck  principals  in  Europe 
could  be  apprized  of  it,  but  it  was  much  longer  before  they  perfeftly  knew  the  real  grounds  of 
their  mutual  retaliations  in  India ;  unlefs  we  flmuld  fuppofe,  as  fome  have  alleged,  that  this 
whole  treaty  was  never  intended  to  be  kept  by  the  Dutch  Company  any  further  than  fhould 
fuit  their  prefent  intereft  :  all  which  allegations  are  to  be  read  with  jproper  caution. 

To  thefe  articles  we  fhaJl  add  what  we  find  in  the  fecond  edhien  of  the  fecond  volume  of 
the  General  Colleftion  of  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce,  p.  189,  printed  in  the  year 
1732;  viz. 

To  the  fifth  article  both  companies  fubjoined  an  agreement,  **  that  each  company  Ihould 
**  have  two. refidents  in  each  others  country,  reciprocally,  to  be  prefent  at  the  deliberations  of 
**  each  company,  and  for  giving  and  receiving  advice  and  information  about  the  affairs  relat- 
**  ing  to  the  maintenance  of  this  treaty." 

And  upon  the  twenty-eighth  article,  "  the  companies  of  both  nations  agreed  to  obtain  of 
**  their  refpcftive  fovereigns,  that  none  of  their  fubjefts  Ihouid  hereafter  fail  to  India  in  the 
•'  fervice  of  any  other  nation."     Ibid,  p.  202. 

In  p.  178,  of  the  faid  fevcnteenth  volume  of  <ht  Foedera,  we  have  King  James's  appoint- 
ment of  Sir  John  Eyre,  to  be  his  minifter  at  the  court  of  the  Grand  Signior  Sultan  Ofmin  Han, 
at  Conftantinople,  "  for  the  fettling  of  friendfhip  and  commerce  between  England  and  Tur- 
**  key  :  and  the  King  gives  this  Minifter  power  to  appoint  confuls  in  the  proper  places  there." 

In  a  record,  ibid.  p.  181,  King  James  confirms  **  a  grant,  formerly  made,  to  Charles  his 
only  fon.  Prince  of  Wales,  of  twenty  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-fcven  pounds  five 
fliillings  and.feven-pencc  yearly,  for  his  honourable  fupport;  over  and  above  the  lands,  pof- 
feflions,  liberties,  and  other  revenues,  granted  him  by  feveral  letters  patents." 

"  About  this  time,"  according  to  the  ingenious  author  of  the  Prefent  State  of  England, 
publilhed  in  the  year  1683,  part.  iii.  p.  93,  "  tapeftry  work  was  firft  brought  into  England, 
**  by  Sir  Francis  Crane;  for  the  encouragement  whereof  King  James  gave  two  thoufand 
*'  pounds  for  the  building  of  a  houfe  at  Moitlakcj  on  the  Thames  j  where  one  Francis  Clein 
•**  was  the  firft  defigner." 

The  author  of  the  Happy  future  State  of  England,  publifhed  in  folio,  in  the  year  1689, 
!>•  78,  gives  us  the  whole  coinage  of  both  gold  and  filver,  in  the  ^^int  at  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, between  the  years  1599  and  1619;  viz.  four  millions  feven  hundred  and  feventy-ninc 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  fourteen  pounds  thirteen  fhilhngs  and  four-pence. 

The  voyagers  tell  us,  that  in  tliis  year  the  Eoglifh  from  Japan,  attempted  to  fettle  a  trade 
-with  China  and  Cochin  China,  though  unfuccefsfully.  At  the  laft-named  country  both  the 
inglifhand  Dutch  faSors  .were  maflac red  ;  becaufc,  as  was  given  out,  the  Dutch  had,  a  little 
,before,  burned  one  of  their  towns.  Letters  alfo  from  the  Englifti  faftory  at  Firando,  in 
Japan,  gave  accounts  of  a  great  perfecution  of  Chriftians  in  that  country  :  and  they  alfo  com* 
plained  of  the  cruel  treatment  by  tlic  Dutch  to  the  Englilh  there,  whom  they  would  have  to- 
tally deftroyed,  but  for  the  interpofition  of  the  Japanefe. 

We  have  already  (een,  that  the  French  had  found  the  way  to  the  Eaft  Indies  fo  early  as  in 
the  year  1601,  under  the  direftion  of  a  company  of  merchants  of  the  town  of  St.  Malo's.  In 
Thevenot's  CoUeftion  of  Voyages  we  find  they  had  now  fent  out  three  fhips  thither:  and  at 
JVcheen,  in  xhe  iHe  of  Sumatra,  their  Admiral  Beaulieu  delivered  to  the  Kin^  of  that  place 
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1619  the  French  King's  letters  and  prcfents.  Beaulieu  complained  of  obftruftions  from  the  Eng- 
lifh,  but  more  efpecially  from  the  Dutch,  that  obftr uft ion  being  quite  coniiftent  with  the  be- 
fore recited  treaty  ;  and,  upon  the  whole,   feems  to  have  made  but  an  indifferent  voyage. 

In  this  fame  year  the  voyage  writers  tell  us,  that  the  Dutch  poflcfled  the  principal  ports  of 
trade  in  the  great  ifle  of  Borneo  :  its  chief  produdions  being,  the  beft  camphire  in  the  world, 
frankincenfe,  caffia,  muik,  agaric,  aloes,  various  gums,  wax,  maftic,  cotton,  cinnamon,  pepper, 
honey,  diamonds,  gold  duft,  Bezoar  ftones,  loadftones,firon,  tin,  Brafil  wood,  &c. 

Captain  Moncke,  by  order  of  the  court  of  Denmark,  now  wintered  in  the  country  ufually 
called  Old  Greenland,  near  Hudfon's  Bay  :  but,  out  of  fixty-fDur  men,  only  himfelf  and  two 
more  furvived  to  the  next  fummer :  and  they,  with  the  utmoft  difficulty,  brought  home  their 
(hip  to  Denmark.  Yet  in  that  country  of  Greenland,  properly  fo  called,  he  found  frelh  raf- 
berries  under  the  fnow,  many  trees,  falmon  in  the  rivers,  deer,  hares,  wild  fowl,  &c.  and 
very  good  talc,  of  \^ich  he  brought  home  many  tons :  but  tlie  natives  all  the  while  would 
not  come  near  him.  This  was  an  eflfay  of  the  court  of  Denmark  to  try  to  re-people  or  re-co- 
lonize that  country  of  Greenland,  which  had  anciently  been  planted  from  Norway  ;  but  that 
plantation  had  been  unaccountably  loft,  as  we  have  feen,  under  the  year  1348.  Since  this 
time,  and  in  our  own  days,  the  Danes  are  faid  to  have  re-colonized  fome  fmall  part  of  that 
coaft,  though  to  very  little  purpofe. 

We  (hall  conclude  the  tranfaftions  of  this  year  with  juft  obferving,  that  the  Levantine 
Turks,  as  well  as  the  Barbary  ones,  were  at  this  time  ftrong  in  (hipping :  for  the  former  now 
feized  on  Manfredonia  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples ;  and  the  Algerines  maflered  the  ifle  of  Ivica, 
belonging  to  Spain  :  but  neither  of  thefe  were  they  able  to  maintain  for  any  confiderable  time. 
1620  At  this  period,  the  voyages  by  fea  to  the  Eaft  Indies  had  fo  greatly  lowered  the  prices  of 
Indian  merchandize,  that  the  trade  between  India  and  Turkey,  by  the  old  way,  viz.  both  by 
the  Perfian  Gulph  and  up  the  river  Tigris,  and  alfo  by  the  Red  Sea,  was  become  much  de- 
cayed ;  fo  that  the  Grand  Seignior's  cuftoms  were  very  much  leflTened. 

The  ingenious  Mr.  Munn  publiflied,  in  the  year  162 1,  a  treatife  in  favour  of  the  Eaft  India 
trade ;  wherein  he  gives  us  the  quantity  of  Indian  merchandize  confumed  annually  in  Chrif- 
tcndom,  with  their  prime  coft,  and  all  charges  till  on  board,  both  the  old  way  from  Aleppo, 
and  the  new  way  by  long  fea ;  by  which  relation,  he  thinks,  will  be  feen  the  great  benefit  of 
our  own  Eaft  India  commerce,  viz. 
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1620  **  Thus,"  continues  Mr.  Munn,  •*-  for  a  little  above  a  third  part  of  the  price  of  the  wares 
**  fhipped  from  Turkey,  we  have  them  ftiipped  from  India ;  and,  adding  onefixth  part  morcr 
**  for  the  expence  o(  the  India  voyage  homeward,  beyond  that  of  the  Turkey  one,  the  faid 
•*  wares  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  will  coft  us  but  about  half  the  price  which  they  will  coft 
*'  from  Turkey  :  befides,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  Eaft  India  coft  is  paid  to  our  own  people,. 
*'  and  centers  at  home ;  as  the  freight,  infurance,  fupercargoes  wages^  much  of  the  provi- 
"  fions,  &C.** 

Now,  on  a  fuppofition,  that  nearly  the  fame  proportion  holds  in  our  days,  it  will  tlien  fol- 
low, upon  Mr.  Munn's  plan,  that  a  more  confiderable  national  benefit  will  arife  from  our 
modern  Eaft  India  trade,  the  imports  whereof  are  now  fo  greatly  increafed ;  more  efpecially  in 
the  article  of  Bengal  and  China  raw  filk.  Moreover,  it  is  queftionable,  whether,  if  the  trade 
were  turned  into  the  old  channel  again,  the  Turks  could  take  off  much  more  of  our  produce 
and  manufa£tures  than  they  do  at  prefent :  fo  that  moft  of  the  balance  muft,  in  that  cafe,  be 
paid  to  Turkey  in  ready  money  by  all  Chriftendom* 

An  objeftion,  however,  may  be  ftarted  on  the  other  fide,  viz.  whether  the  balance  would 
be  fo  confiderable  as  that  which  we,  in  particular,  and  the  reft  of  Europe,  fend  yearly  in  filvcr 
to  India,  more  efpecially  fince  the  vaft  increafe  of  the  confumption  of  tea  from  China,  then 
unknown  to  Europe.  Mr.  Munn  fays,  **  that,  in  his  time,  the  Turks  fcnt  annually  from  Alcp- 
•*  po  and  Conftantinople  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  in  money,  merely  for  Per- 
*•  fian  raw  filk ;  and  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  more  from  Mocha,  for  callicoes,  drugs^  fugar, 
**  rice,  &c.  the  Indians  taking  very  little  of  the  Turks  in  merchandize,  but  almoft  the  whole 
'*  in  money. — That  the  Venetians,  Florentines^  and  Marfeillians  export  much  bullion  ;  but 
**  it  is  in  order  to  import  much  more  :  and  this,  he  thinks  to  be  the  cafe  of  our  Englifli  Eaft 
«^*  India  Company ;  which,  however,  had  only  exported  from  its  firft  eftablifhment,  in  the 
**  year  1601,  to  July  1620,  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  thoufand  and  ninety  pounds  in  Spa- 
**  nifh  filver ;  wlicreas  they  might  by  licence  within  that  time  have  exported  feven  hundred 
**  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds.  And,  in  the  faid  nineteen  years,  they  have  exported,  in 
**  woollen  cloths,  tin,  lead,  and  other  Englilh  and  foreign  wares,  to  the  value  of  two  hun- 
**  dred  and  ninety-two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty-fix  pounds,  being  on  an  average 
**  fifteen  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds  per  annum.  Upon  the  whole,  our 
**  author  thinks  the  trade  to  India  ought  to  be  confidered  as  exporting  annually  in  goods,  &c. 
"  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds,  and  importing  only  one  hundred  and  twenty 
**  thoufand  pounds,  whereby  there  is  an  annual  balance  in  our  favour  of  three  hundred  and 
*'  fixty  thoufand  pound*,  which  is  either  received  in  money,  or  its  equivalent,  from  Turkey, 
**  Genoa,  Leghorn,  Marfeillcs,  tlie  Netherlands,  &c.  whither  we  fend  our  Indian  wares. 
•*  He  fays,  the  French  and  Venetians  export  annually  to  Turkey  fix  hundred  thoufand 
*^  pounds  in  bullion,  for  the  purchafe  of  Peiiian  raw  filk,  &c.  which  tliey  afterwards  in  part 
**  manufafture  and  export,  and  partly  re-export  raw  to  all  parts  of  Europe  ;  from  whence  they 
*'  bring  home  much  more  bullion  than  they  before  exported  to  Turkey ;  which  is  alfo  a  pa- 
**  rallel  cafe  to  that  of  our  company*^s  exporting  of  bullion  to  India.  That,  in  the  company's 
**  late  quarrels  with  the  Dutch,  twelve  of  our  fhips  were  furprifed  and  taken  by  them,  which 
**  has  been  a  great  lofs  to  the  company;  yet  they  had  ftill  twenty-one  good  (hips  in  India, 
*'  and  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  good  eftate ;  this  trade  employing  ten  thoufand  tons 
**  of  fhipping,  two  thoufand  five  hundred  mariners,  five  hundred  fliip  carpenters,  and  about 
y  one  hundred  and  twenty  factors.  That,  with  regard  to  the  prefent  complaints  of  the  fear- 
3  tt  city 
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1620  *'  city  of  money  amongft  us,  our  laying  afide  the  Eaft  India  trade,  inftead  of  a  remedy,  would 
^*  make  the  matter  ftill  worfe,  unlefs  we  could  likewife  fupprefs  the  commerce  of  all  the  other 
^*  nations  of  Europe  to  India ;  and  efpccially  that  of  the  Dutch,  to  whom,  in  fuch  cafe,  we 
"  (hould  be  obliged  to  pay  fuch  prices  as  they  Ihould  pleafc  to  impofe,  for  their  Indian 
**  wares." 

As  Mr.  Munn  was  an  eminent  merchant,  and  fcems  perfeftly  mafter  of  his  fubjcft,  we 
thought  fuch  a  brief  view  of  the  Eaft  India  trade,  at  that  time,  would  be  curious  and  ac- 
ceptable. 

In  all  the  accounts  hitherto  publifhed  of  our  Eaft  India  commerce,  there  is  no  mention  of 
cinnamon  ;  becaufe  the  Portuguefe  being  ftill  poffeflcd  of  the  ifle  of  Ceylon,  where  alone  the 
bcft  is  produced,  that  fpicc  was  to  be  had  only  from  h'lfhon. 

King  James,  in  fomc  of  his  fpeeches,  and  the  people  of  England  in  general,  duly  confidcr- 
ing  the  great  advantages  reaped  by  other  European  nations  from  their  (ilk  manufaftures,  about 
this  time,  teftified  much  earneftnefs  for  the  propagation  of  filk  worms,  and  of  white  mulberry 
trees,  for  feeding  the  filk  worms :  which,  however,  has  hitherto  been  found  imprafticable, 
by  reafon  of  the  coldnefs  of  our  cUmate.  But  with  refpeft  to  the  manufafturing  of  raw  filk 
into  broad  filk  fabricks,  they  began,  in  the  latter  part  of  King  James  the  Firft*s  reign,  to  fet 
about  it  in  earneft.  For  which  end,  one  Mr.  Burlamach,  a  merchant,  much  employed  in 
thofe  times  by  that  Prince,  by  his  direftion,  brought  from  abroad  filk  throwfters,  filk  dyers, 
and  broad  weavers  :  which  manufafture  has,  in  procefs  of  time,  proved  fo  extremely  advan- 
tageous to  the  nation,  and  is  fo  very  confiderable  in  our  days,  as  to  be  thought  to  employ  no 
fewer  than  at  Icaft  fifty  thoufand  people,  in  all  its  branches,  and  fome  think  half  as  many 
more.  Mr.  Munn,  in  his  faid  treatife,  fays.  That  even  then,  many  hundreds  of  people  were 
continually  employed  in  winding,  twitting,  and  weaving  of  filk  in  London.  The  anonymous 
author  of  an  ingenious  pamphlet,  in  quarto,  publilhed  in  168 1,  (faid  to  have  been  Sir  Jofiah 
Child)  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  **  that  throughout  Chriflendom,  generally  fpeaking,  there  are 
"  more  men  and  women  employed  in  filk  manufaftures  than  in  woollen."  In  which  we 
muft  beg  leave  to  differ  from  him ;  as  alfo  in  another  affertion  in  that  piece,  viz.  **  That  the 
**  number  of  families  already,"  /.  e.  1681,  "  employed  therein  in  England  amounted  to  above 
*•  forty  thoufand."  The  title  of  the  pamphlet  is,  "  A  Treatife  wherein  is  demonftratcd,  that 
*•  the  Eaft  India  Trade  is  the  moft  national  of  ^1  Trades."  Nevcrthelefs,  there  are  abun- 
dance of  very  juft  reflexions  in  this  commercial  produftion. 

In  the  feventeenth  volume,  p.  190,  of  the  Foedera,  wc  find  King  James's  commiflion  to 
certain  phyficians,  merchants,  grocers,  and  apothecaries,  **  to  dircft  the  garbling  of  the  drug 
♦•  called  tobacco,  and  to  feparate  the  good  from  the  unwliolfome  parts  thereof."  The  Kini^ 
in  this  commiflion  complains,  that  the  high  duty  he  had  laid  on  tobacco  was  not  well  paid  : 
wherefore  it  Ihould  feem,  that  this  commiflion  was  intended  for  the  better  afcertaining  that 
duty. 

In  this  fame  year  and  volume,  p.  215,  King  James  ifl!ued  his  proclamation,  importing, 
**  That  whereas  Roger  North,  Efq;  and  others,  adventurers  for  an  intended  plantation  and 
"  fettlement  of  a  trade  and  commerce  in  thofe  parts  of  the  continent  of  America  near  and 
<*  about  the  river  of  Amazons  ;  which  were  prefuppofed  not  to  be  under  the  obedience  and 
^*  government  of  any  other  Prince  or  State ;  hath  fecrctly  conveyed  himfelf  away,  and  dil'- 
^*  loyally  precipitated  and  embarked  himfelf  and  followers  on  this  dclr^n  ;  contrary  to  our 
**  xoyal  plcafure  and  commandment  exprefsly  fignified  to  him  by  one  of  onr  j  riiicipal  fccreta- 
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1620  **  rics ;  our  admiral  of  England  having  alfo  refufed  him  leave  to  go.  We  then,  out  of 
•*  weighty  conliderations  and  rcafons  of  ftate,  and  upon  the  deliberate  advice  of  our  Privy- 
**  council,  have  refolved  to  fufpend  and  reflrain  the  faid  plantation  and  voyage  for  a  time;  and 
"  having  thereupon  ftreightly  commanded  the  faid  North  and  aflbciates,  for  a  while,  to  fur- 
**  ceafe  their  faid  defign,  till  our  further  plcafure  be  known.  We  have  therefore  held  it  fit 
**  hereby  to  make  a  public  declaration  of  our  miflike  and  difavowment  of  this  their  rafh,  un- 
<*  dutiful,  and  infolent  attempt:  and  do  hereby  revoke  and  difannul  all  power,  authority,  and 
**  commiflion,  which  he  the  faid  Roger  North,  &c.  may  pretend  to  derive  from  or  under  us. 
**  And  we  do  hereby  charge  him  and  them  immediately  to  make  their  fpeedy  return  home, 
*^*  with  all  their  (hipping,  Sec.  and  forthwith  to  prefcnt  themfelves  to  feme  of  our  Pri\7- 
*•  council.  And  we  do  hereby  ftriftly  require,  as  well  the  governors  as  all  other  the  partners 
*•  and  adventurers  interefted  as  members  of  the  company  and  incorporation  intended  for  that 
**  plantation ;  as  all  other  merchants,  captains,  mariners,  &c.  not  to  aid,  abet,  or  comfort 
**  him  the  faid  North,  and  his  aflbciates,  with  any  fhipping,  men,  money,  ammunition,  pro- 
*•  vifions,  &c.  And  our  admirals,  captains,  &c.  of  any  of  our  fubj efts  (hips,  if  they  meet 
*•  him  and  them  at  fea,  or  in  harbour,  (hall  attack,  feize,  and  fummon  him  and  them  to  re- 
*'  turn  home,  and  (hall  bring  them  back,  and  commit  them  to  the  charge  of  fomc  of  our 
**  officers,  &c.  till  we  give  further  order  concerning  them." 

From  this  record  it  is  plain,  that  there  was  an  aftual  corporation  already  crefted  for  the 
planting  of  a  colony  in  Guiana ;  and  as  plain,  that  the  court  of  Spain  had  again  lulled  this 
weak  Monarch  faft  afleep,  and  quite  blinded  his  underftanding,  fo  as  not  to  fee  the  true  in- 
tereft  of  himfelf  and  people  ;  merely  through  the  whim(ical  hope  of  the  match  between  his  fon 
the  Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Infanta  of  Spain  ! 

The  faid  King,  in  p.  217,  ibid,  confirms  Sir  Henry  Saville's  noble  eftablifhment  of  two 
profefTors  of  mathematics  in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford  ;  one  of  which  was  for  geometry,  and 
the  other  for  aftronomy  :  the  filaries  of  each  being  one  hundred  and  (ixty  pounds  per  annum. 
Both  which  branches  of  mathematics  are  well  known  to  be  greatly  beneficial  to  navigation  and 
commerce. 

King  James  I.  is  univerfally  known  to  have  had  a  mortal  averfion  to  tobacco ;  of  which  we 
have  the  following  evidence  in  a  record  of  the  feventeenth  volume,  p.  233,  of  the  Foedera, 
under  this  year  1620,  being  the  preamble  to  a  proclamation  from  that  Prince,  viz. 

''  Whereas  we,  out  of  the  diflike  we  had  of  the  ufe  of  tobacco,  tending  to  a  general  and  new 
*'  corruption  both  of  mens  bodies  and  manners  ;  and  yet,  nevertherlefs,  holding  it,  of  the 
**  two,  more  tolerable  that  the  fame  (liould  be  imported,  amongft  many  other  vanities  and  fu-  . 
"  perfluities  which  come  from  beyond  feas,  than  to  be  permitted  to  be  planted  here  within 
•*  this  realm,  thereby  to  abufe  and  mifemploy  the  foil  of  this  fruitful  kingdom  :  and  whereas 
**  we  have  taken  into  our  royal  confideration,  as  well  the  great  wafte  and  confumption  of  the 
**  wealth  of  our  kingdoms,  as  the  endangering  and  impairing  the  health  of  our  fubjefts,  by 
**  the  immoderate  liberty  and  abufe  of  tobacco,  being  a  weed  of  no  nece(rary  ufe,  and  but' 
**  of  late  years  brought  into  our  dominions.  We  therefore  ftriftly  charge  and  command 
**  that  our  proclamation,  of  December  laft,  reftraining  the  planting  of  tobacco  be  ob- 
**  ferved." — That  proclamation  is  not  in  the  Foedera,  but  the  oftavo  hiftory  of  Vir- 
ginia has  given  us  its  fubftance  ;  viz.  *'  That  the  people  of  Virginia  growing  numer- 
**  ous,  they  made  fo  much  tobacco  as  over-ftocked  the  market-;  wherefore  the  King, 
**  out    of   pity  to    the    country,   commanded   that  the  planters   fhould   not  make   above 
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1620  **  orre  hundred  weight  of  tobacco  per  man  :  for  the  market  was  fo  low  that  lie  could  not  afford 
**  to  give  them  above  three  fliillings  the  pound  for  it.  The  King  adviicd  them  rather  to  turn 
"  their  fparc  time  towards  providing  corn  and  ftock,  and  towards  the  making  of  pot-afh,  or 
"  other  manufactures. " — This  King  had  aflumed  the  pre-emption  of  ail  tobacco  imported, 
which  he  again  fold  out  at  much  higher  prices.  This  record  continues,  **  And  that  no*per- 
"  fon  or  perfons,  other  than  fuch  as  fhall  be  authorifed  by  our  letters  patent,  do  import  into 
**  England  any  tobacco  from  beyond  fea,  upon  pain  of  forfeiting  the  faid  tobacco,  and  fuch 
"  further  penalties  as  we  fhall  judge  proper  to  inflift.  And,  to  prevent  frauds,  all  tobacco 
*'  fhall  be  marked  or  fealed  that  fhall  henceforth  be  imported." 

But  how  frail  is  all  human  forefight ! — That  Prince  little  imagined  that  this  Weed,  as  he 
terms  it,  would,  in  time,  produce  a  noble  revenue  to  the  crown  from  his  favourite  colony  of 
Virginia. 

The  following  record,  in  vol.  xvii.  p.  236,  of  the  Foedera,  gives  us  fomc  light  into  the  then 
{late  of  the  diverfions  and  amufements  of  the  city  and  fuburbs  of  London  and  its  vicinity,  and 
into  the  general  cuftoms  of  that  time.  "  It  is  a  grant  from  King  James  I.  to  Clement  Cot- 
**  trell,  Efq;  Groom  Porter  of  the  King's  Houfliold,  to  licence  a  number  of  places  for  the 
**  ufe  of  cards,  dice,  bowling-allies,  tennis-courts,  and  fuch  like  diverfions,  viz.  within  Lon- 
"  don  and  Weflminfter,  and  the  fuburbs  of  the  fame,  twenty-four  bowling  alleys  ; — in  South- 
"  wark,  four; — in  St.  Catherine's,  one; — in  the  towns  of  Lambeth  and  South  Lambeth, 
**  two  ; — in  Shbreditch,  one  ; — and  in  every  other  burgh,  town,  village,  or  hamlet,  within 
•*  two  miles  of  the  cities  of  London  and  Weflminfler,  one  bowling  alley.  Alfo  within  the 
**  faid  cities  of  London  and  Weflminfler,  and  within  two  miles  thereof,  fourteen  tennis  courts. 
**  And  to  keep  play  at  dice  and  cards,  forty  taverns  or  ordinaries  within  the  faid  limits.  For 
*'  the  hbnefl  and  reafonable  recreation**  fays  this  Prince,  **  of  good  and  civil  people,  who, 
**  for  their  quality  and  ability,  may  lawfully  ufe  the  games  of  bowling,  tennis,  dice,  cards, 
'*  tables,  nineholes,  or  any  other  game  hereafter  to  be  invented.'* 

The  pirates  of  the  Barbary  fhores  having  at  this  time  greatly  diflurbcd  the  commerce  of 
England  with  Spain,  Italy,  and  Turkey,  in  the  faid  feventeenth  volume,  p.  245,  of  the  Foede- 
ra, we  fee  **  King  James's  commiflion  to  Sir  Robert  Manfell,  Vice  Admiral  of  England,  to 
**-  fait  with  certain  fhips  of  that  King's,  jointly  with  other  fhips  of  his  fubjefts,  and  attack  and 
"  deflroy  the  pirates  in  the  Mediterranean  Sea." 

In  the  fame  feventeenth  volume,  p.  25^,  in  the  fame  year  1620,  we  have  a  record,  wherein 
we  fee  that  King  James,  ever  necefTitous,  borrows  two  hundred  thoufand  Imperial  dollars  of 
his  brother-in-law  King  Chriflian  IV.  of  Denmark,  by  his  minifler  at  that  court,  Sir  Robert 
Anflruther ;  for  the  fuccour  of  the  Palatinate,  &:c.  for  which  he  was  to  pay  fix  per  cent,  inte- 
\  reft  money,  f^**  ccnfuetas  ac  legltlmas  ufurns  unius  anniy  fex  In  fingula  centum  computanda  \^  i.e. 
the  ufual  and  legal  intereft  of  fix  per  cent,  for  a  year;  which,  however,  was  not  true  in  faft) 
being  twelve  thoufand  dollars  yearly. 

The  fame  year  he  commiflions  the  faid  minifter  (p.  276)  to  endeavour  to  borrow  more  mo* 
ney,  for  the  fame  account,  of  the  faid  Danifh  King,  or  of  Sophia  the  Queen  Dowager,  King 
James's  raother-in-law.  It  is  here  to  be  obferved,  that  the  rate  of  intereft  by  law  in  England 
was  at  this  time  ten  per  cent,  and  was  not  reduced  to  eight  per  cent,  till  the  year  1624,  by  an 
aft  of  Parliament  of  the  twenty-firft  of  King  James,  cap.  17.  This  is  the  fecond  inftance  of 
that  King's  ftrangc  mifreprefentation  of  an  obvious  faft,  in  fo  noble  a  colle£lion  of  our  re- 
cords : 
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i6ao  cords  :  the  other,  as  already  related,  being  in  the  bufinefs  of  portions  of  the  Kings  of  Eng- 
land's daughters. 

This  fame  year,  ibid,  p.  256,  we  have  King  James's  commiffion  to  Sir  John  Merrick,  to 
•be  his  ambaflador  to  the  Great  Duke  of  Ruffia,  (whom  he  does  not  fo  much  as  once  perfonaN 
ly  name  throughout  this  record)  importing,  *'  That  whereas  our  fubjeSs  trading  to  Ruffia, 
*'  by  virtue  of  treaties,  have  long  enjoyed  fundry  privileges  and  immunities  there,  which  now, 
**  by  occafion  of  the  late  troubles  happening  in  that  ftate,  have  received  fo  me  interruption  ; — 
**  and  the  faid  Great  Duke  and  Lord  of  Ruffia  having  by  an  honourable  cmbaflTage  to  us, 
**  moved  us  to  a  continuance  of  amity,  and  fome  other  things  concerning  our  welfare  : — for 
**  renewing  the  league  and  amity  between  him  and  us,  and  the  privileges  of  our  faid  fubjefls 
**  in  his  dominions,  and  likewife  for  the  re-demanding  of  a  great  fum  of  money,  which,  at 
"  his  requeft,  we  were  pleafed  to  furnifh  him  withal,  we  have  conftituted  Sir  John  Merrick, 
*'  &c."  as  above.  And  in  the  fame  year,  (ibid)  he  gives  tlie  fame  commiffion  and  powers  to 
Sir  Dudley  Diggs,  for  the  fame  errand  to  Ruffia.  It  is  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  we  find  no 
preceding  account  in  the  Foedera,  of  the  above  mentioned  great  funj  of  money  furniflied  by  a 
•King,  w^ho  hiiiifelf  was  always  borrowing  and  neceffitous. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  the  Englifli  Company  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies  obtained  leave  of 
the  King  of  Golconda  to  fettle  at  Madras-patan,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  where  they  were 
permitted  to  build  the  fort  called  St.  George,  which  place  has  ever  fincc  been  the  Company^s 
general  faflory  for  their  trade  to  all  parts  eaft  of  Cape  Comorin.  The  principal  ftaple  wares 
there  are,  callicoes  of  various  kinds,  and  muflins  (fince  this  time  difcovered  or  invented) ; 
although  they  likewife  trade  in  all  other  Indian  merchandize,  and  to  all  parts.  At  Madras,  as 
they  commonly  call  that  place,  and  the  adjacent  villages,  tlie  Company  has  been  faid  to 
.have  one  hundred  thoufand  perfons  fubjeft  to  them,  from  whom  they  receive  confider- 
.able  fums  in  duties  and  cuftoms.  Fort  St.  George,  however,  is  far  from  being  a  happy 
fituation,  being  placed  on  a  barren  foil,  and  a  tempeftuous  fliore,  having  no  kind  of  har- 
bour, nor  even  a  convenient  landing-place  for  boats  :  it  has  no  frefh  water  nearer  than  a 
mile  difiant :  yet  the  Company  find  their  convenience  in  it  in  other  refpefts,  efpecially  as  to 
their  trade  in  diamonds,  muflins,  chintz,  &c.  and  in  putting  off  their  European  wares  nioft  in 
requeft  there,  viz.  ftockings,  haberdafliery,  gold  and  filver  lace,  looking-glafles,  and  drinking 
glalTes,  lead,  wines,  cyder,  cheefe,  hats,  fluffs,  ribbons,  &c. 

The  Danes,  having  firft  reforted  to  xht  Eaft  Indies  ever  fince  the  year  16 12,  and  foon  after 
erefted  a  Company  for  that  commerce,  now  formed  a  fcheme  for  pofleffing  themfclves  of  the 
cinnamon  trade  at  Ceylon  ;  having  for  that  end  fent  out  fivefhips,  efcorted  by  two  men  of  war: 
but  the  Portuguefe  there  obliged  them  to  return  home  unfuccefsful. 

And  for  preventing  the  Hollanders  from  fettling  effisftually,  as  they  imagined,  on  tlie  iflc  of 
Ceylon,  on  which  they  had  for  fome  years  eaft  a  longing  eye,  having,  in  16 12,  made  a  treaty 
for  that  end  with  the  King  of  Ceylon  ;  the  Portuguefe  at  this  time  increafed  the  number  and 
ftrength  of  their  forts  along  thecoafts  of  that  ifle,  by  which  means  they  had  fo  much  hemmed 
in  the  King  of  that  country^  (who  was  by  tlie  Portuguefe  ufually  ftiled  the  King  of  Candy,  an 
inland  city)  that  without  their  pcrraiffion  he  could  not  hold  correfpondence  with  any  foreign 
nation  :  of  wJiich  violence  they  afterwards  found  the  bad  effefts  themfclves. 

Our  voyage  writers  give  accounts  of  feveral  abortive  attempts,  at  different  times,  for  our 
Englifli  people's  planting  in  the  country  fince  called  New  England  ;  as,  firft,  at  the  chaige  of 
J^ord  Chief  Juftice  Popham,  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  and  others,  in  1606,  who  had  obtained 
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1620  of  King  James  a  grant,  enabling  them  to  plant  between  the  degrees  of  thirty-eight  and  forty- 
five  north  latitude;  and  a  fecond  time  in  1608. — Another  in  the  year  161 1  ;  a  fourth  in  1612; 
a  fifth  in  1615,  by  the  Virginia  Company;  a  fixth  in  1616  ;  and  alfo  again  in  the  years  1618 
and  1619  :  though  indeed  fome  of  them  were  rather  trading  voyages  for  fifh,  train-oij,  and 
furs,  than  aftual  attempts  for  eftablifliing  fettlements.  They,  however,  made  many  occafi- 
CMial  difcoveries  and  furveys  of  rivers,  bays,  &c.  preparatory  to  fuch  a  plantation.  At  fir  ft, 
it  was  called  by  fome  of  the  old  geographers  Norumbega,  but  moft  properly  North  Virginia. 
But  the  firft  permanent  plantation,  or  which  remains  fuch  to  this  time,  was  not  made  till  this 
year  1620,  at  or  near  a  place  named  Plymouth,  in  New  England;  after  having  gained  over 
fome  of  the  Sachems  or  Chiefs  of  the  Indians,  and  difpofleffed  others  of  them  who  made  op- 
pofition  thereto.  And  Captain  John  Smith,  having  furveyed  the  inland  country,  and  prefent- 
cd  a  map  of  it  to  Charles  Prince  of  Wales,  the  Prince  gave  the  country  the  name  of  New 
England. 

In  this  fame  year  1620,  four  of  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  (hips,  outward  boundi  made  folemn 
publication  in  Soldania  Bay,  near  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  of  the  poilefiion  of  the  adjacent 
country  for  King  James,  and  erefted  a  mount  in  token  of  it.  They  failed  from  thence  to  In- 
dia, where  they  fought  fuccefsfully  with  the  Portuguefe  fleet,  and  took  feveral  prizes.  They 
found  thcmfelves  likewife  obliged  to  mafter  fome  of  the  Mogul's  own  Ihips  called  Junks,  and 
fome  of  the  King  of  Decan's  likewife,  who  had  ufed  our  people  ill  ;  and  they  returned  home 
in  1622. 

Mr.  Hobbs,  one  of  our  Ruflia  Company's  faAors,  made  a  journey  from  Mofcow  to  Ifpa- 
fian,  by  the  way  of  Aftracan,  and  crofs  the  Cafpian  Sea,  as  the  Company's  agent  had  done  in 
Queen  Elizabeth's  time.  In  his  letter  he  gives  an  account  of  a  great  trade  for  raw  filk  al  va- 
rious port?  on  the  Cafpian  Sea :  and  infinuates  how  eafily  the  Company  might  carry  on  that 
filk  trade,  by  tranfporting  it  to  Ruflia.  He  fays,  that  at  Aftracan  the  Perfian  vcflTels  bring  irk 
their  dyed  filks,  calicoes,  and  Perfian  ftufFs  ;  and,  in  return,  carry  home  cloth,  fables,  mar- 
tens, red  leather,  and  old  Ruflia  money. — But  that  the  Turks,  Arabs,  Armenians,  and  Por- 
tuguefe, were  feverally  plotting  againft  our  Perfian  trade.  The  Portuguefe  more  efpecially 
were  our  Company's  greateft  enemies  on  all  bccafions. 

The  Ruflia  and  Eaft  India  Companies  having,  as  related  under  the  year  1619,  laid  down 
their  whale  fiftiery,  four  members  of  the  Ruflia  Company  now  fent  out  fcven  Ihips  to  Spitz- 
bcrgen  on  their  own  private  account :  but  they  proved  unfuccefsful. 
16a I      In  the  next  year,  ihefe  four  adventurers  fent  tlie  fame  number  of  fhips  thither  again,  with 
better  fuccefs. 

In  both  thefe  voyages,  and  alfo  others  prior  to  thefe,  mention  is  made  of  the  quantity  of  oil 
brought  home  :  but  not  the  leaft  mention  of  whalebone  or  fins. 

They  fucceeded  very  badly  in  the  year  1622  ;  but  in  1623,  the  laft  year  of  their  union, 
they  had  good  fuccefs  ;  though  they  w^ere  not  able  to  drive  the  Dutch  away,  who  were  fupe- 
riof  in  number  of  fliips,  and  had  a  commiflion  from  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

The  truce  between  Spain  and  Holland  expiring  this  year,  the  latter  began  hoftilities,  by  at- 
tacking and  taking  the  town  and  port  of  St.  Salvadore,  in  Brafil ;  and  in  their  homeward  voy- 
age they  took  feveral  Spanifli  fhips. 

The  EngUfli  at  the  Banda  Ifles  were  fa  ill  fupported  by  their  friends  at  Bantam,  that  the 
Hollanders,  collefting  all  their  force,  attacked  them  in  the  feveral  iflands,  feizing  on  their 
forts,  artillery,  and  otlier  efFcfts  ;  burning  fuch  towns  as  made  refiftancc  and  putting  many  of 
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1621  the  natives  to  the  fword.  They  arc  faid  alfo  to  have  imprifoned,  and  otherwife  cruelly  ufed 
our  Company's  people ;  and,  in  fhort,  after  aft ing  other  barbarities,  they  drove  the  Englifh 
abfolutely  from  thence,  compelling  the  natives  to  make  a  folemn  furrcnder  of  their  country  to 
them. 

This  is  our  Englifh  Company's  account. 

But  the  Dutch,  in  their  own  Vindication,  printed  at  Amfterdam  in  the  year  1622,  allege, 
**  That  as  early  as  1609,  the  natives,  by  a  fpecial  treaty,  put  themfelvcs  under  the  proteftioii 
•*  of  the  States  General ;  who  agreed,  on  their  part,  to  defend  them  againft  the  Portugucfe 
•'  and  their  other  enemies,  on  their  agreeing  to  deliver  to  the  Dutch  Company  all  their  fpices 
*'  at  ftated  prices. — But  that  afterwards  the  Bandanefe  broke  thefe  engagements,  and  commit - 
"  ted  feveral  violences  againft  the  Dutch,  until  the  yeari  1616  and  1617,  when  this  agreement 
**  was  renewed  ;  but  was  foon  after  broken  by  the  inftigation  of  the  Engliili,  who  furnifhed 
**  them  with  provifions,  ammunition,  and  fhips,  till  the  year  1620,  when  peace  between  the 
**  Englilh  and  Dutch  Companies  united  their  councils,  for  reducing  the  Bandanefe  into  terms 
**  of  trade,  for  the  common  benefit  of  both  Companies.  For,  it  feems,  the  people  of  Banda 
"  had  re-admitted  fomc  Portuguefe  to  trade  there. — And  when  the  Dutch  came  to  attack  the 
•*  Bandanefe,  on  that  account,  they  were  fecretly  fupported  by  the  Englifh,  contrary  to  the 
'•  faid  agreement  between  the  Englilh  and  Dutch  ;  whereby  the  latter  alone  undertook  the 
"  rcduftion  of  thofe  ifles  for  their  common  benefit.  So  that  the  Dutch  met  with  much  diffi- 
**  culty  in  fubduing  the  Bandanefe  ;  which,  however,  was  at  laft  eft'efted,  and  they  wereoblig- 
«*  ed  to  acknowledge  the  States  General  for  their  fovereigns,  as  before  mentioned." 

The  Englilh  Company  replied  to  this  by  recriminations,  &c. — Certainly,  at  this  diftancc  of 
time,  it  is  by  no  means  likely  that  we  fhould  be  able  to  clear  up  all  the  truth :  neither  is  it  in- 
deed worth  our  while  to  attempt  it. 

Under  this  year,  we  cannot  forbear  again  quoting  the  judicious  Mr.  Munn's  DIfcourfe  of 
Trade  from  England  to  Eaft  India,  p.  17 — 

Speaking  of  our  Turkey  Trade,  he  fays,  **  That  of  all  the  nations  in  Europe,  this  nation 
(England)  drove  the  moft  profitable  trade  to  Turkey,  by  rcafon  of  the  vaft  quantities  of 
**  broadcloth,  tin,  &c.  which  we  export  fhither,  enough  to  purchafc  all  the  wares  yee  want- 
"  cd  in  Turkey  :  and,  in  particular,  three  hundred  great  bales  of  Perfian  raw  filk  yearly.— 
**  Whereas  there's  a  balance,  in  money,  paid  by  the  other  nations  trading  thither. — Marfeilles 
**  fends  yearly  to  Aleppo  and  Alexandria,  at  leaft  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  and 
*•  little  or  no  wares."  For  France  had  not  as  yet  fallen  into  tlie  woollen  trade.  "  Venice 
•*  fends  about  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  yearly,  in  money,  and  a  great  value  in 
"  wares  bcfide. — The  Low  Countries,  that  is,  Holland,  fend  about  fifty  thoufand  pounds, 
**  and  but  little  wares  : — and  MeiUna,  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  in  ready  money. — Be- 
*'  fides  great  quantities  of  gold  and  of  dollars  from  Germany,  Poland,  Hungary,  &c. — 
*•  And  all  thefe  nations  take  of  the  Turks,  in  return,  great  quantities  of  camblets,  grograms, 
**  raw  filk,  cotton,  wool  and  yarn,  galls,  flax,  hemp,  rice,  hides,  fheeps  wool,  wax,  com, 
*'  &c." 

What  a  fine  account  we  have  here  of  the  Englifh  trade  to  Turkey,  in  thofe  days,  and  how 
different  from  the  prefent  time,  when  France  fo  greatly  exceeds  us  in  it,  and  that  Hol- 
land alfo,  has  fo  much  improved  their  own  manufadlures  fent  thither, — we  would,  how- 
ever, hope  that  our  trade  thitlier  is>  ftill  profitable  to  us  ;  at  leaft,  it  is  become  now  abfolutely 
t  neceflary 
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1621  neceflary  for  our  filk  manufafturc,  and  for  its  drugs,  dying  fluffs,  &c.  for  our  other  manu- 
factures. 

A  very  impolitic  and  unjuftifiablc  pcrfecution  of  the  puritans  or  protcftant-diflenters  at  this 
\ime  brought  on  the  efFeftual  fettling  and  enlarging  of  the  newly-begun  colony  of  New  Eng- 
land, much  fooncr  and  complcater  than  otherwife  could  have  been  effefted.  Mr.  Robinfon, 
a  Brownift  Minifter,  had,  with  his  congregation,  retired  into  Holland  to  avoid  the  wicked 
pcrfecution  of  the  High  Commiflion  Courts,  and  other  fpiritual  judicatures.  But,  not  liking 
their  refidence  in  Holland,  they  fixed  their  thoughts  on  a  fettlement  in  that  new  colony ;  which 
they  reafonably  hoped  might  alfo  afterwards  prove  an  afylum  for  all  other  perfccuted  Protef- 
teftants.  Amongft  thofe  adventurers  there  were  feveral  gentlemen  of  good  families,  who,  up- 
on the  fame  motives,  fold  their  eftates  in  England,  to  enable  them  to  fettle  in  America  ;  fuch 
as  William  Bradford,  Efq:  ofYorkihirc;  Capt.  Standifli,  of  Lancalhire  ;  Edward  Winflow, 
Efq;  of  Worcefterfhire,  &c. 

Sir  Robert  Naunton,  one  of  the  King's  Secretaries  of  State,  being  a  favourer  of  the  Puri- 
tans, was  very  forward  in  promoting  their  dcfigns,  by  obtaining  King  James's  confent,  and 
patent,  for  their  fettlement  there  :  and,  accordingly,  in  the  year  1621,  they  fettled  at  a  place 
near  Cape  Cod,  which  they  named  New  Plymouth.  Here  they  affociated  themfelves  into  a 
focicty  by  a  formal  inftrument,  in  which  they  declared  themfelves  fubjefts  of  the  crown  of 
England  ;  and  folemnly  engaged  themfelves  to  an  abfolute  fubmiffion  to  fuch  laws  and  rules 
as  fhould  be  eflablilhed  for  the  good  of  the  colony  ;  and  they  eleAed  their  own  Governor,  for 
one  year  only. 

For  fome  years,  however,  they  underwent  confidcraMc  hardfliips,  and  loll  half  of  their 
number  by  ficknefs  :  yet,  receiving  fupplies  of  people  from  England,  in  fhips  coming. annu- 
ally thither,  thereby,  and  by  knives,  fciflars,  needles,  &c.  to  exchange  with  the  Indians  fpr 
corn,  and  for  furs,  filh,  and  flcins,  which  they  fent  home  to  England,  they  were  enabled,  in 
five  years  time,  to  clear  and  cultivate  as  much  land  as  foon  produced  corn  enough,  and  to 
fpare,  of  their  own  growth.     And  the  mad  pcrfecution  of  the  Puritans  in  England  by  the  fpi- 
ritual courts  continuing,  numbers  of  them,  with  their  families  and  fortunes,  from  time  to 
time,  increafed  this  colony.     Thus,  out  of  the  great  evil  of  pcrfecution,  and  ill-judged  reftraints 
for  confcience-fake,  have  fprung  up  much  good  to  the  Britifh  Empire  in  America.     For  by 
the  great  numbers  of  honcft  and  induftrious  people  driven  into  that  wildernefs,  with  their  ef- 
fefts,  they  were  enabled  to  clear  and  cultivate  a  noble  praviuce  in  a  fhort  fpace,  which  other- 
wife  might  poflibly  have  remained  thin,  weak,  and  defencelefs,  even  to  this  day,  againft  both 
the  Indians  and  the  French  of  Canada.     Thofe  new  comers  obtained  two  patents  of  the  Ply- 
mouth Council,  for  pofleffing  the  country  of  the  Maflacliufet's  Bay,  of  which  the  city  of  Bof- 
ton  is  the  capital,  granted  in  the  years  1627  and  1628,  to  Sir  John  Rofwel,  Sir  John  Young, 
and  feveral  other  gentlemen  of  charafter.     In  the  year  following,  fix  ihips  went  thither,  car- 
rying three  hundred  and  fifty  paflengers,  and  one  hundred  and  fifteen  head  of  black  cattle, 
befides  goats,  rabbits,  &c. — And  thefe  laft  were  fent  by  thofe  called  the  London  Adventurers  ; 
who,    in  the  year  following,    viz.    in   1630,   fent  ten  fliips  for  the  Maflfachufet's  colony, 
with  two  hundred  paffeng«rs,  many  of  whom  were  perfons  of  confiderablc  falhion  ;  who, 
to  avoid  pcrfecution  at  home,  chofe  to  fettle  in  that  favagc  wildernefs  :  and  yet,  to  their  ever- 
lafting  reproach,  they  were  fcarcely  warm  in  that  afylum,  before  theyjan  madly  into  the  crime 
*  with  which  they  had  before  juftly  upbraided  the  prelatical  party,  /.  e.  by  fetting  on  foot  a  cruel 
pcrfecution  of  their  PxQteflantbretliren  and  fellow-planters,  for  mere  fpeculativc  and  moftjy 
Vox.  II.  O   o  uuiu* 
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1621  unintelligible  poinu  :  whereby,  and  by  their  nonfcnfical  and  barbarous  treatment  of  poor  old 
women,  under  the  denomination  of  Witches,  tliey  greatly  obftrufted  the  growth  of  a  colony  fo 
well  begun,  by  cruelly  putting  fome  to  death,  and  by  driving  out  others,  of  tlie  bcft  and  fobcrcft 
of  tlieir  people.  But,  to  the  honour  of  the  prefent  generation  be  it  recorded,  that  they  arc  of 
a  much  more  moderate  and  charitable  difpofition,  and  are  univerfally  afhamed  of  that  violent 
fpirit  of  their  forefathers.  The  colony  is  at  tliis  day  the  nobleft  of  all  the  North  American 
continent  provinces,  as  we  have  fhewn  in  our  Introduftion  :  and,  by  tlieir  late  Agent,  Mr. 
Dummer's  account,  in  his  Defence  of  the  New  England  Charters,  they  take  off  from  Great 
Britain  to  the  value  of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  annually,  in  Britilh  produ£k  and  ma* 
nufaftures  ;  and  by  this  time,  very  probably,  our  exports  thither  may  be  very  confiderabljr  in- 
creafed ;  and  will  more  efpecially  greatly  increafe  by  our  poflcflion  of  the  vaft  country  of  Ca- 
nada, and  in  confcquence  thereof,  by  our  faid  colony's  freedom  from  the  alarm  and  encroach- 
menis  of  the  French  behind  them. 

The  Virginia  Company  went  on  in  fending  fupplies  of  people  and  neceflaries  thither  from 
time  to  time,  and  now  they  fent  no  fewer  than  one  thouland  three  hundred  perfons  tliidicr: 
laws  began  to  be  regularly  enafted,  and  the  country  laid  out  into  plantations  :  churches  were 
built :  and  the  face  of  a  well-regulated  colony  began  to  appear.  Yet,  in  this  fame  year, 
whilft  in  profound  peace,  the  Indian  natives  had  contrived  a  general  maflacre,  and  put  it  part- 
ly in  execution,  by  murdering  near  four  hundred  of  the  Englilh;  which  barbarity  was  fuffi- 
ciently  revenged  next  year  :  after  which  the  colony  recovered  itfelf,  and  King  James  fent  tlii- 
ther  llores  of  artillery  and  ammunition  from  the  Tower  of  London. 

King  James  I.  having  broke  off  the  Spanilh  match,  after  treating  fo  long  about  it;  he  was 
obliged  to  call  a  Parliament  to  fupply  his  neccffities.  To  this  Parliament  there  were  prefented 
feveral  petitions  againft  the  monopolies  and  projefts  which  that  King's  neceffities  had  prompt- 
ed him  to  encourage.  As  principally  concerning  inns  and  viftualling  houfes,  which  none 
could  keep  without  licences  from  certain  patentees. — For  the  fole  making  of  gold  and  filvcr 
lace  ;  a  grievance  the  more  intolerable,  as  the  patentees  (Sir  Giles  Mompeflbn,  &c.)  made  it, 
fays  Wilfon,  of  copper  and  other  fophifticated  materials. — Licence  alfo  to  pedlars  and  petty 
chapmen. — For  the  fole  dreflingof  arms. — For  the  fole  making  of  playing  cards, — and  to- 
bacco pipes. — The  fole  exportation  of  lifts  and  fhreds,  &c. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  truce  between  Spain  and  Holland,  the  latter,  this  year,  crcfteda 
Weft  India  Company ;  who,  by  patent,  were  impowered  to  form  colonics,  ereft  forts,  and 
make  alliances,  both  on  the  continents  and  iflands  of  America.  Their  firft  capital  ftockwas 
fcven  million  two  hundred  thoufand  guilders.  This  Company  began  with  two  moft  towering 
projefts,  both  Nvhich  mifcarricd  in  the  end,  vi^. 

Firft,  To  drive  the  Portuguefe  out  of  Brafil.     And,. 

Secondly,  To  attack  Peru. 

Spain,  not  being  able  of  itfelf  to  crufli  tlicAlgcrines,  whaj  atthrstune,  were  fqrmidabic  in 
Ihipping,  and  greatly  infeftcd  the  Spanifti  coaft,  after  four  different  expeditions  againft  tliat 
city,  Count  Gondemar,  Ambaflador  from  Spain  to  King  James,  found  means  to  cajole  him 
into  an  undertaking  for  that  purpofe,  having  before  gaia«d  the  Lord  Admiral,  the  Earl  of 
Nottingham,  and  next  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  his  fucceflbr.  They  flattered  the  King  with 
tiie  glory  of  fuch  a  conqueft,  and  the  benefits  which  the  taking  of  tlKit  piratical  place  would  bring 
to  the  commerce  of  England.  Sir  Robert  Manfell  was  therefore  fent  out  with  four  fliips  of 
forty  cannon  each,  one  of  thirty -four,  one  of  thirty-fix,  one  of  twenty,  and  one  of  eighteen ;  all 
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1621  brafs  cannon,  (fays  Sir  William  Monfon,  in  his  Naval  Trafts)  the  biggeft  being  of  fixlitin- 
dred  tons,  and  the  fmalleft  of  one  hundred  and  fixty  tons  ;  manned  with  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  men  ;  befides  twelve  armed  merchant  fliips,  carrying  in  all  two  hundred  and  fortv- 
tliree  cannon,  and  one  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fevcnty  men,  viz.  three  of  three  hundred 
tons  each,  two  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  tons,  two  of  two  hundred  and  fixty,  two  of  two 
hundred,  one  of  one  hundred  and  eighty,  one  of  one  hundred  and  thirty,  and  one  of  one 
hundred  tons  ;  from  twelve  to  twenty-fix  guns,  and  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
men,  per  fhip. 

A  {lender  armament  for  fo  great  an  undertaking  ;  which  was  alfo  badly  executed.     It  feems 
they  feafted  and  banqueted  in  harbour  inftead  of  fcowering  the  feas ;  in  confequence  of  which, 
fays  Monfon,  they  loft  the  opportunity  of  deflroying  the  pirates.     They,  however,  attempted 
to  burn  the  Algerine  fliips  in  the  Mole  there  ;  but  it  proved  imprafticable.     And  Mr.  Bur- 
chet,  in  his  Naval  Hiftory,  obferves,  that,  in  return  for  the  civility  of  our  faid  vifit,  our  Ad- 
miral's back  was  fcarcely  turned  but  thofe  corfairs  picked  up  near  forty  good  (hips  of  ours,  and 
infefted  the  Spanifti  coafts  with  greater  fury  than  ever  :  wherefore,  adds  Sir  William  Monfon, 
**  if  thofe  Chriftian  countries  which  lie  oppofite  to  Algiers,  (viz.  France  and  Spain)  could  ne- 
^*  ycr  prevail  in  the  fundry  attempts  againft  it,  although  their  greater  vicinity,  and  their  having 
**  the  conveniency  to  embark  and  tranfport  an  army  without  fufpicion  or  rumour,  and  of  being 
**  fuccoured  by  the  ifles  of  Majorca  and  Minorca  ; — what  hope  have  we  to  prevail,  who  can-- 
*'  not  fo  fecretly  furnifli  an  army  and  fleet  but  all  the  world  muft  ring  of  it? — And  the  warn- 
**  ing  given  will  be  fufficient  for  a  garrifoncd  town  of  iefs  force  and  fewer  men  than  Algiers  to 
**  prevent  a  furprize.'*    To  fay  the  truth,  we  are  now  wifer  by  experience,  and  are  not  unac- 
quainted with  the  fubfl:antial  benefits  wc  receive  in  our  commerce,  from  thofe  corfairs  keeping 
peace  with  us,  whilft  they  make  war  on  other  nations  :  and  our  poflTeflion  of  Gibraltar,  with 
our  (hips  of  warftationed  there,  will  probably  be  ever  fufficient  to  kept  thofe  of  Algiers,  Sal- 
lee,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  in  conftantawe  of  us. 

In  this  fame  year,  a  fumptuary  law  paflTed  in  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  **  Whereby  no 
^*  perfons  were  to  wear  cloth  of  gold  or  filver,  nor  gold  and  filver  lace  on  their  cloatlis,  nor 
«  velvets,  fattins,  or  other  filks  ftufFs,  except  noblemen,  their  wives  and  children,  lords  of 
**  Parliament,  prelates,  privy-counfellors,  lords  of  manors,  judges,  magiftratcs  of  towns,  and 
^*  fuch  as  have  fix  thoufand  marks,  /.  e.  fomewhatmore  than  three  hundred  and  thirty  pounds 
**  fterling,  of  yearly  rent  in  money,  or  clfe  fourfcore  chalder  of  viftual  yearly :  heralds,  trunv- 
**  peters,  and  minftrcls,  however,  excepted."— And  by  this  fame  law  it  was  further  enafted, 
**  That  even  thofe  hereby  permitted  to  wear  filk  apparel  fliould  have  no  embroidering  nor 
**  lace  on  their  cloaths,  except  a  plain  lace  of  filk  on  the  feapis  and  flcirts,  with  belts  and  hat- 
**  bands  embroidered  with  filk  ;  and  the  faid  filk  apparel  ta  be  no  way  cut  out  upon  other 
**  ftuff^s  of  filk,  except  upon  a  fingle  tafFaty. — Damaflc  table  linen,  cambricks,  lawns,  and  tif- 
•*  fanies,  were  limited  to  only  the  above-qualified  perfons ;  as  were  alfo  pearls  and  precious 
**  ftones. — Alfo  the  number  of  mourning  fuits  in  great  families  was  hereby  limited:  more* 
•*  over,  the  then  prcfent  faftiion  of  cloaths  was  not  to  be  altered. — Servants  to  have  no  filk  on 
**  their  cloaths,  excepting  buttons  and  garters:  andsto  wear  only  cloth,  fuftians,  and  canvas,  of 
^*  Scotch  manufafture. — Hufbandmen  and  labourers  of  the  ground  to  wear  none  but  grey^ 
-*«  blue,  white  and  felt  black  cloth,  of  Scotch  manufafture.— Neither  wet  nor  dry  confeftions 
**  were  to  be  ufed  at  weddings,  chriftenings,  or  fcafts,  excepting  they  be  made  of  Scotch  fruits^ 
**  — Alfo  no  cloaths  (hall  be  gilded  with  gold."    This  is,  probably,  the  laft  fumptuary  law 
that  CYtr  will  be  made  in  Great  Britain :  fuch  reftraints  not  fo  well  fuiting  a  free,  and  more 
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1621  efpecially,  a  commercial  country,  wherein  certain  private  follies  and  extravagancies  often 
prove  very  great  national  advantages. 

In  this  fame  year  1621,  Sir  William  Alexander,  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Sterling,  then 
Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland,  obtained  a  grant  from  King  James,  as  King  of  Scotland,  of 
the  country  which  he  (King  James)  named  Nova  Scotia  :  and,  in  the  year  following,  he  and 
his  copartners  therein  fent  a  number  of  people  from  Scotland,  with  an  intent  ta  fettle  there;, 
and  that  country  was  to  be  held  of  the  crown  of  Scotland.  It  feems,^  Sir  Ferdinand  Gorges, 
who  then  had  the  direflion  of  the  New  England  colonies,  had  advifed  Sir  William  Alexander 
to  this  projeft.  Its  bounds  were  to  be  from  north  latitude  forty-two  to  forty-fix  :  but  this- 
Scotch  embarkation  went  no  further  that  year  than  Newfoundland,  where  it  wintered,  and  the- 
next  year,  1623,  they  did  no  more  than  furvey  the  coafts  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  returned  homc,_ 
without  having  planted  there  at  alL 

Hamburg's  monopolizing  claims  to  an  exclufive  jurifdiftion  on  the  river  Elbe,  induce* 
King  Chriftian  IV.  of  Denmark,  in  this  year  1621,  to  place  fome  Ihips  of  war  in  that  river  r 
yet  the  Emperor  having  granted  a  charter  to  that  city,  confirming  their  laid  claim,  the  court 
of  Denmark  crefted  a  toll-houfe  at  Gluckftadt ;  where,  by  way  of  reprifal,  they  made  all  Ham- 
burgh fhips  pay  the  toll.  This  brought  on  open  hoftilities  between  them,  by  which  that  city 
was  a  great  fuffisrer ;  and  was,  in  the  end,  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  faid  King  Chriftian  IV. 
an  aftive  and  wife  prince,  and  to  pay  him  for  obtaining  peace^  one  million  one  hundred  an4 
twenty  thoufand  livres,  befides  dropping  tiieir  monopolizing  jurifdiftion. 

In  the  feventeenth  volume,  p.  305,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  have  a  treaty  of  hereditary  league  ancf 
union,  as  it  is  termed,  concluded  between  King  James  I.  of  Great  Britain,  and  his  brother- 
in-law  King  Chriftian  IV.  of  Denmark.  The  fubftance  of  the  commercial  and  nautical  part 
is  as  follows : 

Article  IV.  "  In  cafe  either  Prince  be  invaded,  the  other  fhall  fupply  him  with  eight  (hips 
**  of  war;  four  of  which  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  tons,  burden,  and  ihall 
**  have  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  men^  with  twenty  cannon  in  each  Ihip.  The 
**  other  four  to  be  of  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  (lajiarum  nauticarum)^ 
"  with  each  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  and  fixteen  pieces  of  cannon. 

XIII.  **  The  fubjefts  of  both  contrafting  parties  may  freely  refort  with,  their  merchandize 
**  to  each  other^s  dominions,  paying  the  ufual  duties. 

XIV.  "  Yet  Britifh  fubjefts  fhall  not  refort  to  fuch  parts  of  the  Danifh  dominions^as  are 
•*  prohibited  to  be  frequented  by  former  treaties,"  (by  which  Iceland,  Weftmony,  and  Ward- 
huys  for  fifhing  are  here  meant)  "  without  the  fpecial  licence  of  his  Danifh  Majefty. 

XV.  "  For  fhips  wrecked  in  either  country,  liberty  is  granted  to  recover  what  they  can 
**  thereof  J  and  they  may  demand  the  afliftance  of  the  other  party,  paying  for  it." 

And,  ibid.  p.  315,  Sir  Robert  A nftruther.  King  James's  ambaflador  to  the  faid  King  of 
Denmark,  obtained  a  further  loan  of  the  latter,  for  the  King  his  mafter,  of  one  hundred  thou- 
fand Imperial  dollars,  for  two  years,  at  fix  per  cent,  intereft. 

In  the  fame  feventeenth  volume,  p.  349,  King  James  iflues  a  new  proclamation  againft  the 
eating  of  flefh  in  Lent,  or  on  other  fifh  days.  The  reafons  now  afligned  for  this  injunftion 
follow,  viz.  **  For  the  maintenance  of  our  navy  and  fhipping,  a  principal  ftrength  of  this 
•'  ifland,  and  for  the  fparing  and  increafe  of  flefh  viftuals.— The  magiftrates  of  London  to  ex- 
**  amine,  upon  oath,  the  fervants  of  all  innholders,  victuallers,  cooks,  alehoufe-kcepers,  ta- 
••  verners,  &c.  who  fell  viduals,  concerning  what  flcfh  has  beca  fold  by  them  in  Lent,  &c. 
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1621  "  and  (hall  oblige  the  maftcrs  of  thofc  houfcs  to  give  fecurity  not  to  fell  flefii-mcat  in  Lent, 
««  jcc." — And  he  ftriftly  commands,  *•  that  none,  of  what  quality  foever,  Ihall  eat  flefh  in 
*'  Lent,  or  on  fifh  days,  witliout  a  licence  from  the  bilhop  of  the  diocefe,  or  other  pcrfons 
«*  empowered  to  licenfe :  and  the  like  rules  Ihall  be  obferved  by  magiftrates  in  other  cities, 
**  and  in  the  country."  Whether  there  was  in  thofe  times  a  real  fcarcity  of  fle(h-meat,  or 
that  it  was  only  the  humour  of  this  King  and  his  council,  is  not,  perhaps,  fo  cafy  to  be  ab- 
folutely  determined;  though,  from  other  parts  of  his  conduft,  tlie  latter  Ihould  feem  moft  pro- 
bable, together  with  his  laudable  zeal  for  promoting  the  filhery. 

1622  In  the  feventeenth  volume,  alfo,  p.  372,  we  have,  in  the  following  year.  King  James's 
commffliOD,  "  For  annually  collefting  the  names,  qualities,  and  profeflions  of  all  ftrangers- 
"  born,  (denizens,  or  not  denizens)  now  refiding  in  England.  And  as  there  be  feveral  laws 
«*  in  force  for  preventing  aliens  and  ftrangers-born  from  the  ufe  of  handicrafts,  and  the  ma- 
**  king  of  manufaftures,  in  England,  and  from  the  liberty  of  felling  by  retail,  and  of  buying 
**  and  felhng  of  native  commodities,  the  faid  laws  are  to  be  put  in  execution. — And  our  will 
*«  is,  that  fuch  ftrangers-as  ufe  the  feat  or  trade  of  merchandize,  and  do  not  fell  by  retail,  nor 
•*  employ  themfelves  in  buying  and  felling  the  native  commodities  of  this  kingdom,  may,  not- 
**  withftanding  this  our  commiflion,  continue  to  enjoy  fuch  liberties  and  freedoms  as  former- 
"  ly  they  have  enjoyed  by  tlie  permiflion  of  us  and  our  predeceffbrs.  Only  we  will,  that  every 
**  fuch  merchant  fbill  pay  taour  ufe  fuch  annual  acknowledgement,  by  way  of  quarterage,  as 
**  by  a  fcheduley  under  our  hand,  we  fhall  direQ,  or  as  our  commiffioners  fhall  fet  down,  un- 
"  der  their  hands  ;  that  fo  it  may  appear,  that  they  enjoy  this  freedom,  not  by  right,  but  of 
*'  our  mere  grace  and  favour.  Alfo,  that  no  ftranger-born,  or  born  in  England  of  parent- 
*'  ftrangers,  who  has  not  fcrved  an  apprenticefhip  of  at  leaft  feven  years,  fhall  hereafter -fell 
^  any  wares  by  retail,  but  only  in  grofs ;  nor  fhall  fell  even  in  grofs  at  fairs  or  markets,  or 
*«  out  of  the  city  and  town  where  he  dwells.  And  that  fuch  ftrangers  at  prefent  fettled  with, 
"  their  families  in  England,  and  who  ufe  any  manual  trade,  or  the  making  of  new  draperies,** 
(this  was  in  favour  of  the  Walloons,  who  had*  introduced  thefe  new  draperies  in  the  preceding 
reign)  **  and  who  defire  to  contirwie  here,  may  quietly  fo  do,  provided  they  put  themfelves 
"  under  our  royal  proteftion :  and  that  whereas  by  the  laws  of  our  realm,  they  ought  not  to 
"  work  at  all,  or  ufe  fuch  trades,  but  as  fervants  to  the  Englifh,  they  fhall  now  enroll  them- 
"  felves  as  fervants  to  ourfelves,  ouJ-  heirs,  and  fuccelTors ;  whereby  they  may,  by  law,  be 
*'  freed  from  the  danger  and  penalty  of  our  laws.  Yet,  for  the  encouragement  of  all  ftran- 
"  gers  to  bring  new  and  profitable  trades  and  manufaftures  into  ufe  here,  ev^ry  fuch  ftranger 
**  inftrufting  any  of  our  natural-born  fubjefts  therein,  may  ufe  fuch  trade  for  the  fpace  of  ten 
"  years:  but  they  fhall  not  at  any  one  time  keep  above  two  foreign  journeymen,  nor  retain 
•*  any  apprentice  but  by  indenture  for  feven  years.  Yet  our  will  is,  that  fuch  of  the  French 
**  nation,  who,  by  reafon  of  the  late  troubles  in  that  kingdom,  have  taken  refuge  here,  fhall 
"  be  fhewn  fuch  favour,  beyond  the  proportion  of  other  ftrangers,  as  our  commiffioners  fhall 
**  think  fit;  if  within  a  convenient  time  after  thofe  troubles  fhall  be  overblown,  they  fhall  re- 
"  turn  into  their  own  country  again." 

Any  one  may  obferve,  that  the  chief  end  of  the  bulk  of  this  commiflion,  which  we  have 
fhortened  as  much  as  pofTible,  was  to  draw  money  from  the  foreigners  refiding  in  England  ;, 
and  that  other  parts  of  it  are  both  arbitrary  and  impolitic  in  a  trading,  and  manufaduring 
Bation. 
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1622  In  the  fcventccnth  volumc;  p.  376,  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  King  James's  proclamation 
againft  the  exportation  of  any  gold  or  filver,  cither  in  coin  or  plate,  jewels,  goldfmiths  work, 
bullion,  or  other  mafs.  And,  "  for  avoiding  of  all  unneceflary  confumptions  of  filver  and 
**  gold  within  this  realm,  much  praftifed  of  kte  by  fome  goldfmiths  and  refiners,  and  by  tlie 
"**  manufafturers  of  gold  and  filver  thread,  no  finer  of  gold  and  filver,  nor  parter  thereof  by 
•^*  fire  or  water,  fhall  alloy  any  fine  filver  or  gold,  nor  fell  tlie  fame  to  any  but  to  the  mint  and 
'**  to  goldfmiths.  And  all  gold  and  filver  thread  is  hereby  prohibited  to  be  made  in  this  realm, 
**  of  what  kind  foever  :  nor  ftiall  any  perfon  either  buy  or  fell  any  fuch  gold  and  filver  thread 
^*  made  in  this  realm. 

How  badly  was  this  learned  King  advifed,  in  diftrefling  our  own  manufacturers  of  gold  and 
iilver  tliread,  and  encouraging  foreign  ones ! — Had  he  abfolutely  prohibited  the  importation 
and  ufe  of  that  manufa^ure  in  England,  there  would  have  been  much  more  confiftency  in  his 
conduft.  Probably  his  aim  was  to  increafe  his  revenue,  by  the  cullom  on  imported  gold  and 
iilvcr  thread,  though  to  the  ruin  of  fo  many  of  his  own  people  :  befides,  that  goldfiniths  work 
^nd  jewels  are  as  much  merchandize  as  any  other  commodity  whatever,  and  therefore  ought 
'  not  to  have  been  reftrained  ;  and  fo  indeed  are  gold  and  filver  in  coin  or  bullion,  in  the  judg- 
ement of  moft  men  in  our  days,  though  our  laws  prohibit  the  exportation  of  our  own  coin. 

In  p.  407,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  fee  King  James's  commiflion  to  Sir  William  Heydon, 
and  Charles  Glcmham,  Efq.  to  the  following  effeS,  viz.  **  That  hehas  been  moved  by  fun- 
*•  dry  letters  and  meflages  from  the  Great  Mogul,  to  gratify  him  with  fome  choice  arts  and 
••*  rarities  which  our  dominions  afford: — Wherefore,  he  commiffions  them  to  fail  thither  with 
"  two  fliips,  to  advance  the  trade  of  his  fubjefts,  as  their  own  occafions  iliall  permit,  or  as 
•**  they  (hall  be  defired  by  the  Company  of  Merchants  of  London  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies, 
^'  their  faftors,  or  minifters.  To  govern  the  faid  Ihips,  and  the  men  therein ;  and  to  carry 
-**  out,  and  bring  back,  fuch  merchandize  as  Ihall  be  judged  proper,  and  be  licenfed.  Alfo  to 
•**  trade  with  the  Great  Mogul,  or  any  other  prince  or  potentate,  between  the  Cape  of  Good 
^  Hope  and  the  Straits  of  Le  Maire,  &c."  The  faid  two  gentlemen  are  therein  ftiled  fervants 
-of  his  fon,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  fpecially  recommended  by  him,  as  properly  qualified  for 
ithis  purpofe. 

In  p.  40,  of  the  feventeenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  wc  have  King  James's  fpccial  com- 
miflion to  many  lords  and  gentlemen,  concerning  the  decay  of  trade  in  England,  viz.  "  The 
•**  general  complaints  of  our  fubje£ts  at  home,  as  alfo  by  information  from  our  minifters  em- 
^*  ployed  in  parts  beyond-fea,  that  the  cloth  of  this  kingdom  hath  of  late  years  wanted  that 
^*  eftimation  and  vent  in  foreign  parts  which  it  formerly  had  ;  and  that  the  wools  of  the  king- 
^*  dom  arc  fallen  much  from  their  wonted  values ;  and  trade  in  general  fo  far  out  of  frame, 
**  that  the  merchants  and  clodiiers  are  greatly  difcouraged;  fo  that  great  numbers  of  people 
^*  employed  by,  and  depending  on  them,  want  work ;  the  landlords  fail  in  their  rents,  and 
^*  farmers  have  not  fo  good  means  to  raife  their  rents  as  heretofore  they  had  ;  ourfelves  alfo 
**  find  the  defefts  thereof,  by  the  decay  of  our  cuftoms,  and  other  duties  ;  and,  in  general,  the 
"  whole  commonwealth  fuffereth :  fo,  as  it  is  high  time  to  look  into  the  caufe  of  this  great 
^  decay  of  trade,  and  of  the  commodities  of  this  our  kingdom,  and  how  to  have  fit  rcmedicSj 
**  &c." — Wherefore  the  King  direfts  them  to  enquire  into  the  following  points,  viz. 

•*  I.  Why  wool  is  fallen  in  price? 

^*  n.  How  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  wool  and  woollen-yarn,  fullers-earth,  and  wood- 
^<  aihes  ? — How  Irifh  wool,  not  ufed  at  home,  may  be  brought  into  England ;  and  the  like  of 
^*  &:Qtilh  wool  ? 

^'  in.  How 
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l(>2Z      **  III.  How  to  reduce  the  many  laws  in  being  concerning  the  regulating  the  making  of 
**  cloth,  fome  of  which  contradift  each  other,  into  one  good  general  law  ? 

<*  IV,  To  regulate  the  price  of  dying  ftufFs. 

*«  V.  Whether,  by  any  of  the  orders,  reftriftions,  &c,  of  the  Company  of  Merchant- 
^*  adventurers  of  England,  the  prices  of  woollen  cloth  are  too  highly  raifed  beyond*fea? 

**  VI.  How  far  companies  or  focieties  of  merchants  may,  or  may  not  be,  a  cramp  on 
«*  trade,  as  many  do  allege  ? — And  how  far  joint  flock  companies  are  beneficial,  or  other- 
«  wife  ? 

"  VII.  How  to  remedy  the  prefent  unufual  fcarcity  of  money  ? 

**  VIII.  To  enquire,  whether  the  balance  of  trade,  in  general,  be  not  againft  our  nation, 
^*  by  the  imports  of  merchandize  exceeding  our  exports  ;  and  how  to  remedy  fuch  an  evil  ?— 
**  Alfo  to  think  upon  the  gain  or  lofs  that  comes  to  our  kingdom  by  the  courfe  of  exchange 
**  now  ufed  by  our  merchants. 

"  IX.  How  we  may  improve  our  native  commodities  to  the  beft  advantage  ? 

**  X.  To  avoid  vain  and  unprofitable  returns  (/.  e.  imports)  of  the  commodities  of  foreign 
**  countries  in  faperfluities. 

**  XI.  For  the  better  increafe  of  the  wealth  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  the  importation  of 
*«  coin  and  bullion  from  foreign  parts,  we  would  have  you  to  confider,  what  native  commo- 
**  dities  of  this  kingdom  are  of  that  neceflary  ufefulnefs  to  our  neighbours,  that  they  may  fitly 
•*  retyrn  home  a  proportion  of  coin  and  bullion,  for  a  fupply  of  treafure  ? 

"  XII.  And,  above  other  things,  ferioufly  and  carefully  confider,  by  wliat  good  means  our 
**  navy,  and  thd  fhipping  of  this  kingdom,  may  be  beft  maintained  and  enlarged,  and  mari- 
•*  ners  bred  up  and  increafed. 

**  And,  to  this  end,  we  require  you  to  take  into  your  mature  confideratlon  arid  judgments 
**  thefe  things  following,  which  ourfelves  conceive  to  be  very  good  means  to  attain  the  end 
**  we  efpecially  aim  at,  as  aforcfaid,  viz. 

**  Firft,  and  principally,  That  the  herring-fi(hery  upon  the  feas  and  coafts  appertaining  to 
**  our  own  realms,  may  be  undertaken  by  our  people,  for  the  common  good :  for  the  en- 
*•  couragement  whereof,  we  (hall  be  always  ready  to  yield  our  beft  afTiftance. 

**  Secondly,  To  the  end  that  the  fliipping  of  other  nations  may  not  be  employed  for  im- 
•*  porting  foreign  commodities,  whilft  our  own  (hipping  want  employment,  confider  how  our 
•*  laws  now  ftand  in  force  for  prohibiting  merchandize  to  be  imported  in  foreign  bottoms. 

**  And  further  advife,  if  it  be  not  behoveful  to  put  in  execution  the  laws  ftill  in  force,  which 
•*  enjoin  merchant-ftrangers,  as  well  denizens  as  not  denizens,  to  employ  the  proceed  of  the 
•*  merchandize  they  import  on  the  native  commodities  of  this  realm,  to  be  exported  by  them  ? 

**  And,  becaufe  our  merchants  trading  into  the  Eaftland  countries,"    /.  e,   all  the  fouth 
ihores  of  the  Baltic  Sea,  **  were  wont  to  make  good  returns  by  corn,  which  they  have  ne- 
**  glefted  of  late,  to  their  own  hurt,  and  the  hurt  of  the  kingdom,  confider  how  to  give  them 
**  encouragement,  fo  as  our  own  dominions  may  be  fupplied  in  time  of  want,   and  yet,  in  • 
''  time  of  plenty,  the  huftmndry  of  this  realm  may  not  be  difcouraged. 

♦*  Confider  alfo,  that  whereas  our  Eaftland  merchants  did  formerly  lade  their  fhips  with 
**  undrcfled  hemp  and  flax,  in  great  quantities,  which  fet  great  numbers  of  our  people  on  work, 
**-  in  drefling  the  fame,  and  converting  them  into  linen  cloth ;  which  kind  of  trade,  we  un- 
**  derftand,  is  of  late  almoft  given  over,  by  bringing  in  of  hemp  and  flax  ready  drefled,  and 
•*  tliat,  for  the  moft  part,  by  ftrangers  j  how  may  this  be  redrefled  ? 

*«  And, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


296  AN     HISTORICAL     AND    CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 

A.  D. 

1622  **  And,  bccaufe  the  Eaft  India  Company  have  been  much  taxed  by  many  for  exporting  tkc 
-**  coin  and  trcafure  of  this  realm,  to  furnifli  their  trade  withal,  or  that  which  would  othcr- 
^*  wife  have  come  in  hither,  for  the  ufe  of  our  fubjefts;  and  that  they  do  not  return  fuch 
^*  merchandize  from  India  as  doth  recompence  that  lofs  unto  our  kingdom.;  we  authorize  you 
**  to  enquire  and  fcarch,  whether  that  company  do  truly  and  juftly  perform  their  contraft  with 
**  us,  concerning  the  carrying  out  of  money ;  and  by  what  means  that  trade^  which  is  fpc- 
'**  cious  in  Ihew,  may  really  be  made  profitable  to  the  public. 

*'  And,  as  much  treafure  is  yearly  fpent  in  linen  cloth  imported,  at  dear  rates ;  and  for  that 
•*<  if  the  filhery,  fo  much  delired  by  us,  be  thoroughly  undertaken,  and  our  fhipping  incrca- 
*'  fed,  it  will  require  a  much  greater  produftion  of  hemp,  for  cordage,  &c.  in  the  fifhcry; 
*'  which  would  fet  an  infinite  number  of  our  people  on  work;  confider  how  the  fowing  of 
***  hemp  and  flax  may  be  encouraged. 

**  Alfo,  how  the  cloth  and  lluiFs,  made  of  our  own  wools,  may  be  more  frequently  worn 
*'  by  our  own  fubjefts. 

•*  All  which  you  (hall  report  and  certify  to  the  body  of  our  privy  council,  as  faft  as  the 
*'  fevcral  points  (hall  be  duly^  confidered  by  you." 

With  refpeft  to  the  merits  of  this  commiflion  of  enquiry,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that 
although  in  every  age  there  have  been,  and  probably  ever  will  be,  caufelefs  and  groundlcfs 
complaints  of  the  decay  of-commerce,  yet  tliere  feems,  at  this  time,  to  have  been  feme  real 
grounds  for  cotnplaint :  for, 

Firft,  The  Hollanders  had  greatly  improved  their  woollen  manufafturcs,  which  now  con- 
Cdcrably  interfered  with  ours  in  foreign  parts. 

Secondly,  The  warm  dlfputes  between  the  Merchant-adventurers  Company  and  our  fcpa- 
rate  traders  and  exporters  of  woollen  cloth  ran  high  at  this  time,  and  did  real  hurt  alfo  to  the 
vent  of  that  manufafture. 

Thirdly,  As  we  (hall  prefently  fee,  that  the  general  balance  of  foreign  trade  went  this  year 
againft  us,  it  is  no  wonder  that  there  were  complaints  of  the  fcarcity  of  money. 

Fourthly,  The  Dutch  had  alfo,  at  this  time,  as  we  have  feen,  vaftly  increafed  their  her- 
rhig  and  cod-fi(hery,  whilft  our  own  peoole  neglefted  it  too  much.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered 
-at,  therefore,  that  our  navy  or  (hipping  was,  at  this  time,  fo  much  fhort  of  theirs.  But  with 
refpeft  to  the  exporting  from  Ireland  of  wool  and  yarn,  in  the  fecond  article,  wc  have  not  been 
able  to  prevent  it  efFeftually,  even  to  this  day,  notwithftanding  the  feveral  much  feverer  laws 
made  againft  that  pernicious  praftice  fincc  thofe  times. 

As  for  the  query  in  the  firft  article,  **  Why  the  price  of  wool  is  fallen  ?"  That  is  anfwered 
already  by  the  King's  complaint  in  the  preamble,  "  That  our  cloth  is  not  fo  much  demanded 
•**  beyond-fea  as  formerly  :" — And  furely  the  importing  and  ufing  of  Iri(h  and  Scotifh  wool, 
^as  not  likely  to  make  it  rife  in  price.  What  relates  to  dying  fluffs,  in  the  fourth  article, 
feems  a  groundlefs,  or  at  leaft  a  trifling  complaint ;  and  to  the  third  we  need  fay  nothing.— 
As  for  the  fixth,  we  have,  in  our  Introduftion,  and  in  the  feries  of  our  work,  fufficiently  en- 
larged on  companies,  with  and  without  joint  ftocks,  and  more  efpecially  on  our  Eaft  India 
Company,  whofe  advocates  in  thofe  times,  as  we  have  feen,  feem  to  us  fufliciently  to  have 
anfwered  the  chief  objeft  ions  of  their  enemies  ;  which  is,  alfo,  all  that  need  be  faid  by  way  of 
anfwer  to  the  fixth  query  of  the  King.  The  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  articles  rc- 
4juire  no  particular  remark,  any  more  than  the  King's  firft,  fecond,  fourth,  feventh,  and 
«i^h til  queries.    His  dcfiring  to  revive,  in  his  third  query,  the  obfoletc  and  impradlicablc 
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1622  law  concerning  me rchant-ft rangers  laying  out  all  their  money  on  our  own  merchandize,  to  be 
by  them  exported,  is  injudicious  :  but  our  importing  all  our  hemp  and  flax  rough,  as  in  the 
fifth  query,  is  very  right,  and  has  been,  fince  his  time,  almoft  ahVays  praftifed.  In  all  onr 
xefcarches,  we  could  never  come  at  the  report  of  the  faid  commiflioners,  which  the  King  di- 
refls  to  be  made  to  the  body  of  his  privy  council :  but  thefe  brief  remarks  we  conceive  to  be 
fufficient. 

We  come  now  to  the  balance-general  of  England's  commerce  for  this  fame  year  1622,  end- 
ing at  Chriftmas,  ^s  exhibited  by  Mr.  Miflclden,  in  his  quarto  treatifc,  entitled,  Tiic  Circle 
of  Commerce,  p.  121,  printed  in  the  year  1623,  viz. 

"  The  total  amount  of  exportations,  including  therein  the  cuftom,  at 
**  five  per  cent,  on  fuch  goods  as  pay  poundage,  the  impoft  on  bayes,  tin, 
**  lead,  and  pewter,  and  the  merchant's  profit  of  fifteen  per  cent,  together 
^*  withfreight  and  petty  charges,  was  —  —  -,  2,320,436  12  lO 

*^  II.  The  total  imports,  in  which  is  included  ninety-one  thoufand  and 
^'fifty-nine  pounds  eleven  fliillings  and»feven-pence  cuftoms,  and  one 
**  hundred  thouland  pounds  for  fine  run  goods,  &c.  —  2  6iq  21c     o    o 


Balance  loft  to  England  this  year  by  her  foreign  commerce,  /.  208,878     7 

This  accurate  autlior  gives  us  alfo  the  total  amount  of  the  cuftoms  of  England,  both  out- 
ivard  and  inward,  for  the  faid  year  1622,  viz.  one  hundred  and  fixty-eight  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  pounds  fifteen  ftiillings  and  eleven-pence.  And  their  then  method  of 
computing  the  total  value  of  exports  and  imports  was,  in  both  cafes,  to  multiply  the  total  of 
the  cuftoms  paid,  by  twenty :  which,  however,  is  fince  thought  to  be  liable  to  great  excep- 
tions ;  and  {o^  probably,  will  every  other  method  prove,  that  can  be  praftifed  for  the  end  of 
cxaftly  ftating  a  general  national  balance  of  trade. 

Under  the  year  1613,  we  gave,  from  the  fame  author,  the  amount  of  the  cuftoms  of  Eng- 
land  to  have  been  one  hundred  aiwl  forty-eight  thoufand  and  feventy-five  pounds  {even  fhiU 
iings  and  eight-pence.     So  that  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  King  James's  complaint,  in  the 
Tpreamble  to  the  preceding  commiflion  of  enquiry,  of  the  decay  of  his  cuftoms  at  this  time 
Tfvithout  an  imputation  too  obvious  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign. 

Penfionary  Dc  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  acquaints  us,  that,  in  this  year,  the 
Dutch,  for  preventing  any  difturbance  in  their  whale  fifhery,  erefted  an  exclufive  company 
for  it;  who,  by  their  own  power  and  ftrength,  might  proted  their  fifhery:  which  fifhery, 
however,  was  laid  open,  in  the  year  1643,  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Seven  Provinces  ;  at  a 
time  when  neither  the  Englifh,  who  were  engaged  in  a  civil  war,  nor  the  Danes,  by  reafon  of 
the  increafing  power  of  the  Swedes,  were  able  to  hurt  them.  But,  upon  the  breaking  out  of 
the  fecond  war  with  England,  the  Hollanders  could  neither  fpare  their  Ihips  of  war  nor 
mariners  to  proteft  the  great  number  of  their  Greenland  fhips:  wherefore  the  States  prohibit- 
cd  their  fubjefts  from  fifhing  there  at  all. 

King  James  I.  feems  ftill  to  have  had  the  propagation  of  the  filk-worra  much  at  heart.     He 

in  this  feme  year,  earneftly  exhorted  the  Virginia  Company  to  fet  about  the  cultivating  mul^ 

*erry  trees  for  that  end,  as  w^ell  as  for  the  planting  of  vineyards,  fending  thither  printed  in- 

ilruaions  for  thofe  purpofes.     The  Earl  of  Southampton  alfo,  as  Prefident  of  that  Comnanv 
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2.62a  fcnt  a  preffing  letter  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  for  their  diftributing  copies  of  ihofe  in# 
llruftions  all  over  the  colony. 

In  the  fame  year,  Sir  William  Alexander,  who  had  got  fcvcral  noblemen  and  gentlemen 
of  Scotland  to  be  fharcrs  with  him,  fent  a  colony  of  Scots  to  Nova  Scotia,  who  nanned  the 
peninfula,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  bay  of  Fundi,  Nova  Caledonia,  and  the  other  part  on  the 
north  end,  Nova  Alexandria.  Heylin's  Cofraography,  p.  1024.-  And,  for  the  better  enabling 
him  to  fettle  that  plantation,  King  James  granted  him  a  Scotch  patent,  for  advancing  a  num- 
ber of  perfons  to  the  hereditary  dignity  of  baronets  of  Nova  Scotia,  but  this  was  not  pcrfeftcd 
till  1625.  They  were  at  firft  diftinguilhed  from  the  Engllih  baronets  by  a  ribboa  of  orange 
tawney  :  yet,  after  confiderablc  labour  and  cxpence,  that  colony  came  to  nothing.— Sec  the 
year  1625. 

The  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company  now  afliftcd  Schah  Abbas,  King  of  Perfia,  in  tlie  taking 
of  the  once  famous  town  and  iilcs  of  Ormus  from  the  Poftugucfc.  For  which  great  fervice 
our  Company  had  half  the  booty,  and  certain  immunities  alfo  granted  to  them,  as  particular- 
ly, to  keep  the  caftle  of  Ormus,  (foon  after  broken  through)  and  to  enjoy  half  the  cuftoms  of 
Gombroon,  whither  the  commerce  of  Ormus  was  removed,  though  till  then  only  an  incon- 
ikkrable  village ;  which  benefits,  fome  fay,  that  company  enjoyed  for  fifty  years  following, 
being  valued  at  forty  thoufand  pounds  yearly :  but  which  the  company  afterwards  rclinquiflied, 
upon  the  commencement  of  a  war  between  Perfia  and  the  Mogul,  for  a  certain  allowance  of 
three  thoufand  pounds  yearly;  long  fincc,  probaWy,  in  difufe.  The  Portuguefe  removed 
thereupon  to  Mofchat,  in  tlic  Pcrfian  Gulph,  on  the  caftcoaft  of  Arabia;  which  they  fortified, 
and  foon  brought  to  be  a  place  of  great  traffic,  till  they  were  cfariven  from  thence  by  the  Princes 
of  that  country.     So  that  Mofchat  is  now  a  decayed  place. 

In  the  feventcenth  volume,  p.  417,  of  the  Foedera,  King  James  again  commands  all  Lords 
fpiritual  and  temporal,  (privy  counfcllors,  and  the  fervants  of  the  King's  and  Prince's 
lioufliolds  excepted)  and  all  gentlemen  who  have  feats  in  the  country,  forthwith  to  leave 
London,  and  to  attend  their  fervice  in  the  feveral  counties,  to  celebrate  the  fcaft  of  Chriftmas, 
and  to  keep  hofpitality  there;  "  which,'*  adds  this  arbitrary  King,  **  is  now  the  more  necd- 
**  ful,  as  this  is  a  time  of  fcarcity  and  dearth."  And,  in  a  fecond  proclamation,  he  enjoins 
them  not  only  to  remain  at  their  feats  in  the-  faid  Chriftmas  time,  but  always,  till  his  further 
pleafure  be  known.  Alfo,  that  widows  of  diftinftion  be  included  in  this  order :  and  that  fuch 
lords  and  gentlemen  as  may  have  law  bufinefa  in  London  do  leave  their  families  in  the 
country. 

The  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  had,  at  this  time,  poffeffion  of  none  of  the  Spice  Iflands, 
excepting  Amboyna,  where  they  had  been  fettled  for  about  two  years  paft.  It  having  been 
agreed  between  the  two  Companies,  that  the  Dutch  ftiou Id  enjoy  two  thirds,  and  the  Englifh 
Company  one  third  part  of  its  cloves,  it  being  almoft  the  only  ifle  producing  that  fort  of  fpice. 
But,  at  the  clofc  of  this  year  1622,  our  people  were  driven  from  this  ifle,  in  a  moft  tragical 
manner;  Whether  Captain  Towerfon,  and  the  reft  of  our  faftory  there,  had  really  formed  a 
confpifacy,  as  the  Dutch  allege,  to  feize  the  caftle,  and  to  expel  the  Dutch  from  that  ifland, 
does  not  at  all  appear  certain  from  the  evidences  produced:  and  even  granting  tliat  it  had 
been  plainly  made  out,  yet  their  barbarous  racking  and  tormenting  of  our  people,  for  extort- 
ing a  confeffion  of  it,  was  moft  if>iiuman^  and  rather  argued  a  fettled  defign  to  get  rid  of  the 
Englifli  from  thence  at  any  rate.  It  is,  hbwever,  a  moft  drfagreeable  fubjeft  to  dwell  upon ; 
let  it  therefore  fufficc  briefly  to  obferve,  that  ten  of  our  people  loft  their  lives  in  confcquence 
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i6ft2  of  that  accufation,  and  the  reft  were  fcnt  away  to  the  next  Englifh  fcttlement.  So  the  Dutch 
had  now  the  folc  poflcffion  of  all  the  fpice  iflands.  Our  Company  inade  heavy  and  juft  com- 
plaints of  that  barbarity,  yet  no  violence  was  offered  to  the  Dutch  Company  on  that  account, 
nor  any  reparation  made  to  our  Company  till  the  year  1654. 

When,  formerly,  party  and  national  heats  have  run  high  in  England,  this  cruel  proceeding 
At  Amboyna  has  frequently  been  made  ufe  of  to  blacken  the  whole  Dutch  nation  :  a  method 
which  all  nations  and  parties  have  often  too  much  praftifed  mutually  againft  each  otlier.  The 
Dutch  Company  publifhed  a  large  remonftrance,  in  their  vindication,  in  the  year  1632 ;  which 
was  fully  and  fharply  replied  to,  in  that  fame  year,  by  the  Englifli  Company. 

In  this  fame  vol.  xvii.  p.  441,  &c.  of  the  Foedera,  we  meet  with  a  contraft  between  King 
James  and  two  underukers,  for  viftualling  the  Navy-royal ;  wherein  we*fee  the  kind  of  pro- 
vifions,  and  alfo  the  quantities  and  times  allowed  to  the  failors,  viz. 

•*  Every  man's  daily  allowance  was  one  pound  of  bifcuit,  one  gallon  of  beer,  two  pounds 
•'  of  beef,  with  fait,  four  days  in  the  week ;  or  elfc,  inftead  of  beef,  for  two  of  tliofe  four  days, 
•*  one  pound  of  bacon  or  pork,  and  one  pint  of  pcafe,  as  heretofore  hath  been  ufed  and  ac- 
«*  cufiomed,  fays  this  record :  and  for  the  other  three  days  of  the  week,  one  quarter  of  flock- 
**  fifh,  half  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  butter,  and  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  cheefe.  Saving  for 
"  the  Friday,  to  have  the  quantity  of  fifli,  butter,  and  cheefe,  but  for  one  meal:  or  elfe,  in- 
"  ftcad  of  ftock-iifh,  fuch  quantity  of  other  fifti  or  herrings  as  die  time  of  the  y^ar  Hull 
"  afford. 

•'  The  purfers  to  be  paid,  by  the  (aid  undertakers,  for  neceflaries ;  as  wood,  -candles,  diflies, 
•*  cans,  lanthorns,  &c.  viz.  in  fcrvice,  at  fea,  fix-pence  for  every  man  per  month,  and,  in 
•*  harbour,  twelve-pence ;  and  two  (hillings  to  every  ihip  for  lading  charges  by  the  montli. 

**  The  undertakers  to  have  the  ufe  of  all  his  Majefty's  brew-houfes,  bake-houfes,  mills,  and 
•*  other  ftore-houfes,  as  well  at  Tower-hill  as  at  Dover,  Portfmouth,  and  Rocheftor,*'  thefc 
then  muft,  probably,  have  been  all  the  Navy-royal  ports  of  England  for  viftualling,  &c. 
**  paying  the  fame  rent  as  former  contractors  paid. 

"  The  allowance  to  the  faid  contraftors  was,  for  every  man*s  vift^als,  in  harbour,  fevcn- 
**  pence  halfpenny ;  and,  at  fea,  eight-pence  per  day. 

*«  The  faid  contraftors,  Sir  Allen  Apfley  and  Sir  Sampfon  Darrell,  were  hereby  to  enjoy 
^*  during  life  the  title  and  office  of  General  Purveyors  of  the  Viftuals  of  his  Majefty's  I^avy.** 

In  this  year  Gerard  Malynes  firft  publifticd  his  book,  which  was  once  in  forae  eftcem,  en- 
titled. Lex  Mercatoria,  in  folio.  In  which  work  he  makes  the  quantity  of  woollen  goods  of 
all  forts,  broad  and  narrow,  long  and  ftiort,  made  yearly  in  all  England,  to  amount  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pieces  or  cloths ;  befide  the  new  draperies,  called  perpetuanas,  &c. 
Yet  he  is  fo  incorreft  and  fo  wide  from  probability  in  other  matters,  that  there  is  no  depend- 
ing on  him.  For  inftance,  he  makes  the  number  of  people  in  England  to  befixteen  millions 
eight  hundred  thoufand,  and  in  Scotland  nine  millions  ;  in  Ireland  five  tbou&nd  five  hundred 
parifties  ;  and  in  France  twenty-two  millions  of  people. 

At  this  time  a  controvetfy  arofe,  in  print,  between  Malynes,  who  Was  a  Netherlander,  and 
had  been  much  employed  by  King  James  in  mercantile  and  money  matters,  and  Edward  Mif- 
lelden,  Efq;  an  eminent  merchant  of  London  ;  concerning  the  balance  of  commerce  running 
againft  us,  as  before  ftated,  and  for  redreffing  the  fcarcity  of  money,  then  much  com- 
plained of. 

P  f  a  Malynes 
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162a       Malyncs  propofed,  as  a  means  for  keeping  our  money  at  horaci  to  alter  the  courfe  of  cXf* 

change  by  authority :  a  wild  and  injudicious  fancy  ^  as.  if  foreigners,  beyond  ica,  would  be 

direfted,  againft  their  own  palpable  intereft,  to  regard  any  laws  made  in  England  of  that  kind. 

This  was  in  his  work,  entitled.  The  Canker  of  England's  Commonwealth,  dedicated^  in  the 

year  162 1,  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  Secretary  of  State;  and  in  his  treatife  which  he  called  his 

Little  Fiih  and  his  Great  Whale.     Mr.  Miflelden,  in  a  duodecimo,  pwinted  in  1622,  en- 

titled,  *'  Free  Trade,  or  the  Means  to  make  Trade  flourifh,"  difplayed  the  folly  of  compulfion 

in  fuch  matters ;  and  more  fully  in  a  quarto  treatife,  in  1623,  which  he  called,  The  Circle  of 

Commerce;  **  wherein  (and  in  another,  entitled^  Free  Trade)  he  explained  the  bufinefs of 

**  mercantile  exchange  as  it  is  underftood  at  this  day,  and  the  wcaknefs  of  attempting  to  re- 

**  gulate  by  public  authority  what  is  principally  governed  by  our  imports  and  exports ; — by 

**  the  greater  or  lefs  demand  for  money  at  home  and  beyond  fea  i — ^by  wars — ^famines-r-pefti- 

*'  lences,  and  by  other  accidental  caufes  r  all  which  render  it  impoflible  to  regylate -exchanges 

**  by  authoritative  means  in  dealings  with  other  nations.     For,  although  it  may  be  true,  as 

**^  Maiynes  alledged,  that  the  undervaluing  of  our  owa  monies,  in  coraparifbrk  with  the  mo* 

**  nies  of  foreign  nations,  may  contribute  fomewhat  to  the  overbalance,  or  to  the  exchange 

*'  going  againft  us,  yet  the  principal  caufc  will  ever  be  found  to  be,  the  greater  value  of  our 

♦*  importation  of  foreign  goods  than  of  our  own  merchandize  exported." — ^This  Maiynes 

would  not  admit,  but  obftinately  infifted,  that  exchange  abfolutely  over-rules  all  money  and 

merchandize ;  and  that  a  royal  proclamation,  for  raifing  the  value  of  our  money  equal  to,  01 

rather  higher  than  foreign  monies,  would  effeftually  turn  the  exchange  and  alfo  the  balance 

of  trade  ia  our  favour. 

Maiynes  alfo  furioufly  attacked  Mr.  Miilelden^s  laft-mentioncd  treatife,  in  one  he  named 
The  Center  of  the  Circle  of  Commerce.  Much  acrimony  appeared  in  this  difpute,  and  alfo 
an  afFeftation,  agreeable  to  the  King's  own  genius^  of  quotations  from- ancient  Greek  and 
Latin  authors,  on  a^  point  utterly  unknown  to  both.  Greeks  and  Romaas  :  they  even  now 
and  then  dragged  into  their  fervice  an  Hebrew  fentence,  for  the  greater  edification  of  their 
Englilh  readers.  Miflelden,.  upon  the  whole,  had  plainly  the  advantage  of  his  conceited  an- 
tagonift;  and  judicioufly  treats  of  the  true  caufes  of  the  general  balance  of  trade,  then  fup- 
pofed  to  be  running  againft  us,  viz.  "  the  confumption  of  unneceflary  foreign  wares,  for 
*'  mere  luxuiy ; — the  lofs^of  our  Eaft  Indiaftock,  by  the  violences  of  the  Dutch  Company; — 
*<  piracies  of  the  Barbary  rovers  ; — the  wars  of  Europe ; — the  negleft  of  the  filhery ;— the  new 
*'  improvements  of  other  nations  in  manufaftures  ; — the  decay  of  our  own  draperies,  &c." — 
His  Free  Trade  w^ks  reprinted  in  the  y^ear  165 1,  and  is  well  worth  the  peruial  eveu  at  this 
day. 

The  judicious  Mr.  Munn,  in  his  treatife,  entitled,  England's  Treafure  by  foreign  Trade, 
firft  printed  in  the  year  1664,  p.  103,  has  the  following  juft  remark,  viz.  **  In  vain,  therefore, 
♦*  has  Gerard  Maiynes  laboured  fo  long,  and  in  fo  many  printed  books,  to  make  the  world 
*'  believe,  that  the  undervaluing  of  our  money  in  exchange  does  exhauft  our  treafure,.  which 
**  is  a  mere  fallacy  of  the  caufe,  attributing  that  to  a  fecondary  means  whofe  efFe^ls  are 
*«  wrought  by  another  principal  efficient,  and  would  alfo  come  to  pafs  although  the  faid  fe- 
*•  condary  means  were  not  at  all.  As  vainly  alfo  hath  he  propounded  a  remedy,  by  keeping 
*'  the  price  of  exchange  by  bills  at  the  par  pro  pari^  by  public  authority,  which  were  a  new- 
"  found  office,  without  example  ux  any  part  of  the  world,  being  not  only  fruitlefe  but  alfo 

"  hurtful.^' 
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idzz  "  hurtful."     Thofc  old  treatifes  are  long  fince  out  of  print,  and  ar^  become  fomcwhat  fcarcc, 

which  has  made  the  particular  mention  of  them  to  be  the  more  neceflary. 

We  fhall  clofe  this  year  with  juft  obferving,  that,  by  the  induftry  of  the  Englifh  RufTia^ 
Eaft  India,  and  Merchant-adventurers  Companies,  and  their  building  of  fo  many  ftout  fhips, 
the  commerce  of  the  Hans-towns  was  now  become  greatly  decayed ;  more  efpecially  thofc  ports 
on  the  fouih  Ihores  of  the  Baltic  Sea:  their  ancient  fplendor  and  influence  was  much  abated. 
The  French  Kings,  Louis  XI.  Charles  VIII.  Louis  XII.  and  Francis  I.  had  beftowed  great 
privileges  on  them.  The  Emperor  Charles  V.  had  great  loans  of  money  from  them  :  and  wo 
have  elfcwhere  related,  that  King  Henry  the  Third  of  England  had  incorporated  them  at  Lon- 
don as  a  trading  guild,  in  acknowledgement  of  their  afliftance  in  his  naval  warSj  and  alfo  for 
money  they  had  lent  him.  But  what  availed  all  thefe  confiderations^  under  tlieir  now  general- 
declenfion. 

1623  The  firft  record  in  the  Foedera,  of  the  year  1623,  vol.  xvir.  p.  447,  is  a  new  proclamation 
of  King  James,  in  the  manner  and  lUle  of  his  former  ones,  againft  his  fubjefts  eating  of  flefli 
in  Lent,  and  on  other  fi(h  days  ;  **  for  the  maintenance  of  the  navy  and  (hipping,  a  principal. 
**-  ftrength  of  this  ifland  ;.  and  for  the  fparing  and  increafing  of  flefti  viftuals." 

In  p.  450,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  the  grant  of  King  James  to  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, empowering  their  prefidents  and  councils  in  India,  or  tlieir  council  of  defence  there, 
to  punilh  all  capital  or  other  crimes  Committed  on  land  in  India,  either  by  martial  or  by 
common  law,  as  the  feveral  cafes  may  require :  fo  as  every  criminal  be  tried  by  a  jury  of 
twelve  men.  In  this  grant  the  King  recites  one,  of  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign,  which 
empowered  this  Company  to  punifti  offences  committed  in  their  (hips  whilft  at  fea.  But  it  is . 
not  in  the  Foedera. 

And,  i6id.  p.  466,  we  have  that  King's  new  proclamation  for  obliging  perfons  of  quality 
and  land  eflates  to  withdraw  to  their  country  feats,  for  the  promoting  of  hofpitality,  &c. 
In  the  fame  vol.  xvii.  p.  483,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find,  that  complaints  being  made  by 

%  foreign  Prince^,  as  well  as  by  tlie  bulk  of  the  merchants  of  England,  '*  that  fundry  of  our 
**  merchants  for  their  particular  profit,  fupplied  the  rovers  of  Algiers  and  Tunis  with  am- 
**  munition  and  military  weapons,  as  artillery,  &c.  and  alfo  with  provifions  ;  whereby  they 
•*  were  enabled  to  difturb  our  own  commerce,  as  well  as  that  of  other  Chriftian  nations  ;'* 
King  James  I.  therefore  '*  (Iridlly  prohibits  his  fubjefts  from  fupplying  tliofe  rovers  wkh  any 
**  of  the  faid  particulars." 

There  being,  in  this  fame  year,  petitions  to  King  James  I.  by  adventurers  in  the  Virginia 
and  Soxner  Ifles  Companies,  reprefenting  the  mifmanagements  of  tliofe  two  colonies,  in  con- 
fequcnce  of  whicli  their  profperity  was  retarded;  King  James,  in  p.  490,  i^/V.  iflued  a  com- 
miilion  to  the  Loxd  Chief  Jullice  Jones,  and  others,  *'  for  taking  into  their  confideration  all 
**  letters-patent,  commiflions,  orders,  &c.  relating  to  thofc  two  colonies:  who  wcFe  alfo 
**  empowered  to  enquire  into  all  fums  of  money,  levied  either  by  the  contributions  of  adven- 
**  turers,.orby  voluntary  gifts,  bequefts,  lotteries,  coUeftions,  and  adventares,  or  in  maga- 
**  zines,  &c,  for  the  furtherance  of  the  faid  plantations  ;  and  how  the  feme  has  been  expend- 
•*  ed  : — alfo  wliat  laws  and  orders  the  faid  colonics  have  made,  contrary  to  the  royal  charters  : 
and  into  any  frauds  and  other  mifmanagements  which  may  have  caufed  the  hindrance  of  their 
**  profperity. — And,  laftly,  to  lay  down  methods  for  the  redrelfing  of  fuch  grievance,  and 
for.  lelloring  the  profperity  of  the  faid  colonies*" 

.5>--    -o.X  la 
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1.623      In  p.  498,  ibid.  King  James  I.  ilill  continues  the  old  falary  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  an- 
num  to  his  phyfician  in  ordinary,  in  the  pcrfon  of  Dr.  Matthew  Lifter. 

The  firft  exclufive  term  of  the  Dtitch  Eaft  India  Company  expiring  in  March  1623,  the 
States  General  granted  a  furtlicr  term  of  twenty-one  years  longer;  after  the  Company  had 
made  a  dividend  to  the  proprietors  of  twenty -five  per  cent,  for  the  year  1622  :  after  which 
their  commerce  flourifhed  and  increafed  fo  much,  that  they  enlarged  the  number  of  their  fhips 
every  year. 

In  vol.  xvii.  p.  498,  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  King 
James  I.  of  England,  and  Michael  Pheodorow.itz,  Czar  of  Mufcovy.     What  relates  to  com- 
.merce  is  in  fubftance  as  follows  ;  viz. 

Article  VII.  **  If,  under  colour  of  commerce,  any  merchants  or  others  (hall  carry  warlike 
**  ammunition  to  the  enemy  of  either  party,  it  (hail  not  be  imputed  to  the  Princes  of  either 
'**  fide  as  any  breach  of  friendfhip ;  but  the  party  offending  fhall  take  the  peril  upon  his  own 
•*  head. 

XL  **  All  fuch  privileges  and  grants,  for  freedom  of  commerce,  as  by  treaties  have  been 
**  granted  to  the  Englifh  merchants  by  his  renowned  Majefty  of  all  Ruflia,  and  his  noble  pro- 
**  gcnitors,  fhall  remain  in  full  force.  And,  by  virtue  of  this  alliance,  the  fubjefts  of  both 
**  Princes  may,  by  fea  and  land,  freely  traffic  to  each  others  countries  in  all  kind  of  mcrchan- 
**  dize  ;  and  may  buy  up  and  freely  tranfport  away  all  manner  of  jewels,  precious  Hones,  and 
**  whatfoever  elfe  fitting  for  both  the  Princes  treafurics,  as  freely  as  if  they  were  the  natives  of 
**  the  felf-fame  country. 

**  Provided,  That  this  freedom  of  commerce  be  undcrftood  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain 
**  for  all  fuch  merchants  only,  and  none  otlier,  as  are  allowed  to  trade  into  the  dominions  of 
-•*  Ruffia,  by  the  licence  of  their  Sovereign,  and  according  to  the  gracious  letters  and  privi- 
«<  leges  granted,  and  to  be  glinted  liereafter  to  the  Englifh  merchants  by  his  renowned  Ma- 
«'  jefly  of  all  Ruffia,  and  the  Right  Reverend  great  Lord  and  holy  Patriarch  of  all  Ruflia;  and 
•*  on  the  part  of  the  fubje£ls  of  the  Czar  of  Ruffia,  for  all  fuch  of  his  merchants  as  fhall  be 
**  by  him  allowed  to  trade  into  Great  Britain,  and  none  other. 

X.  '*  And  fuch  Englifh  fubjefts  trading  to  Ruflia,  and  Ruflia  fubjefts  trading  to  England, 
««  without  fuch  licences  from  their  refpcAive  fovereigns,  fhall  be  feized  and  delivered  up  to 
'**  the  refpeftive  agents  of  each  nation. 

XL  XII  "  The  merchants  in  both  countries  fhall  be  protefted  from  all  injuries,  and  have 
**  equal  juftice  done  them  as  the  native  fubjefts  have. 

XI I L  ♦*  Perfons  guilty  of  death  fhall  not  fuffer  death,  nor  be  put  to  the  torture,  till  an 
•*  anfwer  from  their  refpeftive  fovereigns  fhall  be  received  concerning  them. 

XIV.  "  The  merchants  in  either  country  ftiall  not  be  diflurbed  on  account  of  drfFercncc 
«*  in  religion. 

XV.  XVI.  XVII.  and  XIX.  **  Ambafladors,  meflfengers,  and  pofts,  and  merchants  go- 
•«  ing  along  with  them,  of  both  the  contrafting  parties,  fhall  freely  and  fafely  pafs  and  rcpafs 
•«  in  all  parts  of  both  countries,  with  their  attendants,  goods,  &c.  And  if  either  Prince 
•<  fhall  have  occafion  to  fend  fuch  into  other  countries,  through  the  countries  of  the  other 
*«  contrafting  parties,  viz.  into  Germany,  France,  Spain,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Ncther- 
*«  lanrl.  or  unto  and  from  Perfia,  Turkey,  and  other  parts  of  the  Eaft,  not  in  open  hoftility 
-f*  .with  cither  party;  they  fhall  freely  pafs,  with  all  their  goods  and  people,  and  have  due 

**  convoy 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF     THE     ORIGIN     OF     COMMIRCE.  303 

A.  D- 

1623  "  convoy  by  land  and  water.     And,  in  cafe  of  death  on  thcii*  journey,  their  goods  (hall  be 
**  fafely  kept,  for  thofe  who  (hall  have  a  right  to  them. 

XVIIL  •*  In  cafe  of  fliipwreck  on  the  coafts  of  citlier  Prince,  the  goods  (hall  be  faved  for 
•*  the  benefit  of  the  owners.'* 

King  Jaiaes  now  iffued  a  proclamation,  p.  519,  Hid.  wherein  he  obferves,  "  Thatj  in 
•'  times  of  dearth,  the  poorer  fort  of  his  people  are  pinched  with  the  great  want  and  dear 
**  prices  of  corn. — That  the  treafure  of  the  kingdom  alfo,  in  thofe  times,  is  much  exbaufted, 
••  in  providing  of  corn  from  foreign  parts.  And,  on  tlie  contrary,  in^times  of  plenty,  the 
•*  farmers,  by  the  low  prices  of  corn,  are  hardly  able  to  fupport  their  neceflary  charge,  and 
"  pay  their  rents.  And,  forefceing,  as  well  by  reafon  as  by  example  of  foreign  nations,  that 
•*  fuch  things  may  not  only  in  fomegood  meafure  be  remedied,  but  alfo  the  increafe  of  tillage 
•*  may  be  procured,  and  the  better  vending  of  our  native  commodities,  ftrcngth  to  our  (hip- 
**  ping,  and  the  breeding  of  many  mariners,  by  the  erefting  of  magazines  of  corn,  which,  in 
**  times  of  fcarcity,  may  fervc  to  keep  down  the  price  of  foreign  corn  ;  and  in  times  of  plenty 
*•  may  keep  up  the  price  of  our  home  corn,  at  fuch  reafonable  rates  as  will  well  maintain  the 
**  hulbandman's  labour  and  hold  up  the  gentleman's  rents.  Upon  deliberate  advice  with  our 
**  Privy  Council,  we  ordain, 

I.  "  That  magazines  of  corn  (hall  and  may  beerefted  by  fuch  merchants  and  others  as  (hall 
**  be  willing  to  adventure  therein,  in  the  ports  and  places  after-mentioned,  viz.  London, 
•*  Dover,  Portfmouth,  Southampton,  Briftol,  Exeter,  Plymouth,  Ipfwich,  Lynn,  Yarmouth, 
*'  Hull,  York,  Newcaftle,  Cheder,  Liverpool,  and  Haverfordvveft ;  and  in  all  the  (hire  towns 
•*  of  this  realm. 

IL  '*  And  to  the  intent  that  the  faid  magazines  may  be  (lored  with  corn,  we  hereby  declare, 
**  tliatany  of  our  fubjefts  may  import  corn  for  the  faid  magazines  from  foreign  parts,  in  fuch 
«♦  quantities  as  they  (hall  think  fit,  paying  only  the  cuftoms  and  fubfidies  of  the  prefent  book 
•*  of  rates. 

III.  *'  And  any  perfon  may  buy  and  provide,  within  this  realm,  for  the  ftoringand  furni(h- 
*•  ing  of  the  faid  magazines,  fuch  quantities  of  Er^^lifli  corn  as  to  them  (liall  fecm  good, — at 
**  fuch  times  only,  as  the  moft  ufual  prices  of  Engliih  wheat  (hall  be  under  twenty-three  Ihil- 
**  lings  the  quarter,  (this  feems  to  have  been  the  moderate  or  mean  price  of  wheat  corn  at  this 
«*  time),  Eng!i(h  rye  under  eighteen  Ihillings  the  quarter,  and  Englifli  barley  under  fixtcen 
"  (hillings  the  quarter,  rcfpeftivciy,-  in  the  counties  where  the  fame  (hall  be  bought  and 
•*^  provided. 

IV.  ••  And  for  the  better  encouragement  of  fuch  as  (hall  adventure  in  the  faid  magazines, 
«*•  we  are  well  pleafed,  tl^at  fuch  foreign  corn  as  fliall  be  thither  brought,  may  be  freely  re- 
•*  exported  into  foreign  parts  beyond  the  fea  in  amity  with  us,  fo  as  at  the  time  of  fuch  tranf-  • 
*•  portation  the  ufual  price  of  Englifh  corn  in  the  three  next  adjacent  counties  to  the  faid 
"  magazines  whence  fuch  tranfportation  (liall  be,  do  not  exceed  forty  (liillings  the  quarter ; 
"  twenty-fix  drillings  and  ciglu-pencc  rye,  and  twenty  (liillings  the  quarter  of-  barley,  refpec- 
**  tivcly.  But  when  the  prices  of  Englilh  corn  are  higher,  then  all  foreign  corn  fhall  be  kept 
**  within  the  faid  magazines,   to  be  fold  only,  within  this  realm,  for  the  provifion  of  the 

••  fame. 

V.  **  And  when  Englifh  corn  (hall  be  under  thirty-two  lhillinr;s  the  quarter  of  wheat, 
*•  eighteen  (hillings  rye,  and  fixlccn  Ihillings  barley  ;  then  no  foreign  corn  Iball  be  fold  within 
*'  this  realm  for  any  other  purpofc  but  only  to  be  (lored  and  laid  up  in  the  faid  magazines, 

t  *'  or 
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1623  *'  or  to  be  tranfported  bcybnd  fea,  paying  the  due  cuftoms  and  fubfidies  for  the  Englifh  corn^ 
**  to  the  intent  the  price  of  Englifh  corn  may  be  held  up,  for  the  benefit  of  the  farmer,  and 
*'  that  fuch  corn  fo'to  be  tranfported  may  retAirn  a  proportion  of  coin,  for  the  rcplenifhing  of 
**  the  treafurc  of  this  kingdom. 

VI.  **  Upon  re-exportation  of  the  faid  foreign  corn  no  duties  ihall  be  paid. 

VII.  "  The  exporter  of  fuch  foreign  corn  fhall  make  oath  that  it  did  not  grow  in  this 
"  reahn." 

This  plaufible  fcheme,  however,  did  not  take  place. 

Magazines  of  corn  at  Dantzic  and  Amfterdam,  it  is  plain,  have  been  found  extremely  ufc- 
ful  and  profitable  to  thofe  two  cities  ;  though,  perhaps,  they  might  not  anfwer  fo  well  in  Eng- 
land. At  lead,  fuch  a  fcheme  as  that  we  have,  juft  been  reciting  muft  undergo  a  ftriflcr  ex- 
amination, and  receive  many  improvements,  before  it  could  be  reduced  to  pradtice  in  our 
days. 

In  the  fame  feventeenth  volume,  p.  528,  of  the  Foedera,  King  James  again  ilTues  his  pro- 
clamation againft  his  fubjefts  eating  of  flefh  in  Lent  and  on  other  fi(h  days  ;  flill  affigning  the 
fame  reafons  as  in  his  former  prohibitions. 

In  this  year  Malynes,  in  his  Center  of  the  Circle  of  Commerce,  already  mentioned,  by  way 
of  anfwer  to  Miflelden's  Circle  of  Commerce,  gives  us  the  price  of  Eaft  India  merchandize 
both  there  and  here,  viz. 
In  India. 


Pepper,  per 

pound 

weight. 

21^ 

In  England,  2od.  or  8    to  i. 

Cloves, 

9  d. 

55.  or  6y  to  I. 

Nutmegs, 

Ad. 

31.  or  9    to  I. 

Mace, 

8  d. 

6/.  or-9    to  I. 

-Indigo, 

15. 

2  d. 

55.  or  4-5- to  I. 

•Raw  filk. 

85. 

0  d. 

20  s.  or  2i  to  I. 

The  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  now  met  with  fo  much  good  luck,  in  their  taking  of 
Spanilh  prizes,  that  they  rafhiy  made  fo  large  a  dividend  as  twenty-five  per  cent,  to  their  pro- 
prietors. Puffendorf  obferves,  tb::t  they  ruined  themfelves  by  making  fuch  large  dividends, 
and  by  their  being  more  eager  for  conquefts  than  for  commerce. 
-1624  The  great  complaints  in  England  againft  monopolies,  had,  as  we  have  related,  obliged  King 
James  I.  in  the  year  1610,  to  revoke  them  all  by  his  proclamation  :  notwithftanding  which, 
that  King  and  his  Minifters,  ever  in  want  of  money,  fufFered  themfelves  to  be  drawn  into 
new  ones  afterwards.  But,  in  the  twenty-firft  year  of  his  reign,  in  the  year  1624,  his  neccf- 
fities  obliged  him  to  call  a  Parliament ;  in  which  much  louder  complaints  were  made  againft 
them  than  had  ever  been  done  before.  This  produced  an  aft  of  Parliament,  in  that  fame  year, 
cap.  3,  *'  whereby  all  monopolies,  and  all  commiffions,  grants,  licences,  and  charters,  for- 
**  merly  made  or  granted,  or  which  fhall  hereafter  be  granted,  either  to  perfons  or  corpora- 
*'  tions,  for  the  fole  buying,  felling,  making,  working,  or  ufing,  of  any  thing,  are  made  void. 
"And  alfo  the  power  to  difpenfe  with  any  others,  or  to  give  leave  to  exercife  or  ufe  any 
•"  thing,  againft  tlie  tenor  or  purport  of  any  law  or  ftatute  ;  or  to  compound  with  any  others 
•**  for  any  penalty  or  forfeitures  limited  by  any  ftatute:  alfo,  that  all  proclamations,  inhihi- 
*'  tions,  reftraints,  warrants  of  affiftance,  or  other  matters  whatever,  anyway  tending  to  the 
**  inftituting,  furthering,  or  countenancing  the  fame,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  altogether  con- 
**  trary  to  the  laws  of  this  realm ;  and  fo  are  and  fhall  be  void  and  of  none  efFeft,  and  in  no- 
^  wife  to  be  put  in  ufe  or  execution. — And  that  all  fuch  monopolies  fhall  be  henceforth  for 
3  *«  ever 
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1624  "  ever  tried  and  determined  by  the  common  law  of  this  realm,  and  not  othcrwlfe.  And  all 
**  perfons  arc  hereby  difabled  to  ufe  any  monopoly ;  and  pcrfons  aggrieved  thereby  (hall  re- 
«  cover  treble  damages  and  double  cofts.  Excepting,  however,  patents  which  the  King  may 
**  ftill  grant,  for  fourteen  years  and  no  more,  for  new-invented  manufaftures  or  arts,  never 
<*  praftifed  before,  and  not  being  mifchievous  to  the  State,  by  raifing  the  prices  of  commo- 
**  dities  at  home,  or  the  hurt  of  trade. — Saving  alfo  to  the  city  of  London,  and  other  cities 
**  and  towns  corporate,  their  charters  concerning  any  cuftoms  ufed  within  them,  or  unto  any 
**  corporations,  companies,  or  fellowfhips,  of  any  art,  or  of  any  company  of  merchants  ercft- 
*'  ed  for  the  maintenance  and  enlargement  of  commerce. — Nor  fhall  this  aft  extend  to  char- 
**  ters  for  printing  ;  or  for  making  of  faltpetre,  gunpowder,  cannon,  cannon-bullets,  or  alum  : 
*'  nor  to  Sir  Robert  Manfell's  patent  for  making  of  glafs  ; — nor  to  a  patent  for  making  of 
^*  fmalt-, — nor  to  another  for  fmelting  of  iron  with  pit  coal,  granted  to  Edward,  Lord 
^'  Digby." 

By  another  ftatute  of  this  twcnty-firft  year  of  King  James  L  cap.  17.  it  was  enaftcd  m  fub- 
^ance,  *'  That  whereas  the  price  of  the  value  of  lands,  and  of  other  commodities  of  England, 
***  is  much  abated  ;  and  that,  notwithftanding  the  intcreft  on  the  loan  of  money  continues  at 
^*  fo  high  a  rate  as  ten  pounds  in  the  hundred  pounds  for  a  year;  it  was  therefore  now  enaftcd, 
^*  that  no  perfon,  from  and  after  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  1625,  fliall  direftly  or  indireftly 
**  take  for  the  loan  of  any  monies,  wares,  merchandize,  &c.  above  the  value  of  eight  pounds, 
**  for  the  forbearance  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  a  year.  And  all  bonds,  contrafts,  and  aflu- 
**  ranees,  made  after  the  time  aforefaid,  for  any  ufury  above  the  rates  of  eight  pounds  per 
'*  cent,  ihall  be  utterly  void  :  and  whoever  (hall  take  more,  by  way  and  means  of  any  corrupt 
**  bargain,  loan,  exchange,  chevifance,  (hift,  or  intereft  of  any  wares,  merchandize,  &c.  or 
**  by  any  deceitful  way  or  means,  or  by  any  covin,  engine,  or  deceitful  conveyance,  for  the 
**  forbearing  of  money,  or  other  thing  whatfoever,  more  than  eight  per  cent.  Ihall  forfeit 
*'  treble  the  value  of  the  money,  &c.  fo  lent.  Scriveners,  brokers,  folicitors,  and  drivers  of 
*'  bargains  for  contrafts  and  loans,  who  (hall  direftly  or  indireftly  take  for  brokerage,  foli- 
**  citing,  driving,  or  procuring  any  fuch  loan,  over  and  above  the  rate  of  five  (hillings  for 
**  every  hundred,  or  above  twelve-pence  for  making  the  bond,  (hall  forfeit  twenty  pounds, 
**  and  be  imprifoned  for  fix  months.  This  aft  to  continue  for  feven  years.**  Now  follows 
what  is  (hameful  to  appear  in  any  ftatute  book,  after  what  has  been  juft  enafted  : — *«  frovi- 
*'  ded,  that  no  words  in  this  law  contained,  (hall  be  conftrued  or  expounded  to  allow  the 
**  praftice  of  ufury  in  point  of  religion  or  confcience  !"  Concerning  which  provifo,  enough 
has  already  been  faid  under  the  y^r  1546,  &c. 

This  law  was  made  perpetual  in  the  year  1628,  being  the  third  of  Charles  T.  cap.  4. 

Sir  Thomas  Culpeper,  fenior,  then  a  member  of  Parliament,  was  greatly  inftrumental  in 
obtaining  this  reduftion.  He  laid  before  tlie  Houfc  of  Commons  a  treatife,  which  he  after- 
wards printed,  againft  the  high  rate  of  intereft,  in  tlie  year  1623  ;  which  his  fon.  Sir  Thomas, 
reprinted  in  1668,  wkh  intent  to  get  intereft  brought  lower,  after  being  reduced  to  fix  percent. 
■  The  fon  obfer-ves,  That  this  aft  pa(red  with  all  oppofition  imaginable ;  it  being  an  uritrod- 
<len  path,  and  muft  therefore  be  hewn  out  by  dint  of  reafon.  '  At  its  parting,  a  zealous  oppo- 
fer  of  it  defired  it  might  be  remembered,  that  he  had  foretold  the  inconvenicncies  that  would 
cnfue.  In  anfwer  to  which.  Sir  Thomas  Culpeper  alio  defired  it  might  be  remembered,  that 
he  had  prophcfied  many  happy  effefts  from  it,  viz. 

Vol.  IL  Q^q  Firft, 
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1624      Firft,  To  the  King,  in  the  improvement  of  his  cuftoms. 

Secondly,  To  the  landlord,  in  the  advancement  of  his  rents,  and  the  price  of  his  inhc«» 
ritance. 

Thirdly,  To  the  merchant,  in  the  quicknefs  of  his  trade,  and  benefit  of  his  returns. 

Fourthly,  To  the  borrower,  in  the  cafe  of  his  condition,  &c. 

Hereupon  Sir  Jofiah  Child,  in  his  Difcourfe  on  Trade,  firft  publilhed  in  1670,  remarks 
**  That  in  the  year  1635,  which  was  but  ten  years  after  the  making  of  this  law,  there  were 
**  more  merchants  to  be  found  on  tlic  Exchange  of  London,  worth  each  one  thoufand  pounds, 
**  and  upwards,  than  were  before  the  year  i6co,  to  be  found  wortli  a  hundred  pounds  each. 
**  That  before  and  about  the  time  of  this  reduSion  of  intereft,  the  current  price  of  lands  was 
**  twelve  years  purchafe,  which  foon  after  rofe  confiderably  higher.  That  the  lowering  of 
**  intereft  enables  the  landlord  to  improve  his  eftate,  and  thereby  raife  his  rents.  That  ii  cn- 
**  ables  merchants  to  increafe  foreign  trade,  whereby  homemanufaSurers  and  artificers  will  be 
**  increafed,  as  alfo  our  ftock  of  other  ufeful  people ;  and  the  poor  will  be  employed." 

N.  B.  In  this  fame  aft  of  the  twenty-firft  of  King  James,  the  word  intereft  was  the  firft 
time  ufed  for  the  forbearance  of  money,  in  its  modern  fcnfe ;  although  the  word  ufury  be  alfo 
therein  ftill  applied,  in  the  fame  legal  fenfe  of  that  word. 

In  the  book  entitled  Cabala,  or  Myfteries  of  State,  we  find,  in  this  fame  year  1624,  a  letter 
from  Sir  William  Afton,  the  Efiglilh  ambaflador  in  Spain,  to  the  Lord  Conway,  fecretary  of 
ftate,  giving  advice,  **  That  three  Scotifli  fhips,  with  all  their  ladings,  were  confifcated  at 
Malaga,  for  having  brought  thither  certain  Holland  commodities."  Which  we  here  take  no- 
tice of  for  two  reafons,  viz. 

Firft,  and  principally,  As  fuch  a  precedent  may,  polfibly,  be  of  ufe  hereafter,  in  difputcs 
concerning  contraband  merchandize  ;  and, 

Secondly,-  To  fbew  the  Scots  had  fome  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean  fo  early. 

As  the  making  of  rivers  navigable  is  of  great  benefit  to  commerce,  we  muft  obfervc,  under 
this  fame  year  1624,  that  an  aft  of  Parliament,  pafled  the  twenty-firft  of  King  James's  reign, 
cap.  32.  for  making  the  river  Thames  navigable,  for  barges,  lighters,  and  boats,  from  the 
village  of  Burcot,  fevcn  miles  on  this  fide  the  city  of  Oxford,  to  that  city  ;  **  for  the  convcy- 
**  ance  of  Oxford  free-ftone,  by  water,  to  the  city  of  London  ;  and  of  coals,  and  other  nccef- 
<*^  faries,  from  London  to  Oxford,  now  coming,  at  a  dear  rate,  only  by  land-carriage ;  where- 
**  by  the  roads  were  become  exceeding  bad."  It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that  the  preamble 
of  this  aft  takes  notice,  **  That  the  river  Thames,  for  many  miles  beyond  the  city  of  Ox- 
**  ford  was  already  navigable  for  fuch  barges,  lighters,  &c.  and  alfo  from  Burcot  to  London." 
So  here  was  only  feven  miles  of  that  river  to  be  made  navigable.  And  that  whereas  an  aft  of 
the  third  year  of  this  King's  reign,  cap.  20.  did  not  anfwer  the  end,  viz.  for  clearing  the  paf- 
fagc  by  water  from  London  to  Oxford,  and  beyond,  it  was  therefore  hereby  repealed. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  this^  fame  year,  cap.  34.  for  granting  King  James  I.  three  entire 
fubfidies,  and  three  fifteenths  and  tenths,  for  making  war  againft  Spain,  there  was  a  referve 
of  eighteen  thoufand  pounds  out  of  this  grant,  for  the  relief  of  decayed  cities  and  towns.  . 

This  old  way  of  granting  fupplies  to  tlie  crown  by  fifteenths  and  tenths,  has  puzzled  our 
modern  antiquarians,  who  fee m  utterly  at  a  lofs,  at  this  day,  to  afcertain  the  cxaft  manner  of 
levying  them,  though  fo  late  as  this  year.  And  this  is  the  laft  time  we  find  mention  of  that 
way  of  granting  aids  to  the  crown.  This  we  alfo  cohoeive  to  be  the  laft  time  that  money  was, 
in  this  manner,,  bcftowed,  on  decayed  cities  and  towns, 
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1624  As  the  freedom  of  commerce  depends  fo  greatly  on  the  preferving,  as  much  as  pofliblc,  a 
juft  equilibrium  between  or  amongft  the  potentates  of  Europe,  'it  was  impolitic  in  King  Jamc5 
the  Firft  to  aflift  in  aggrandizing  France,  more  efpecially  by  lending  his  Ihips  to  the  French 
King  in  this  fame  year,  1624,  for  enabling  him  to  reduce  the  Proteftant  city  of  Rochelle.— 
The  Dutch  too  were  equally  to  blame  in  this  refpeft.  Mr.  Dc  Witt,  in  his  Intcreft  of  Hol- 
land, direSly  accufes  the  States,  or  rather  Prince  Maurice,  of  lending  Ihips  for  reducing  their 
Proteftant  brethren  befieged  in  Rochelle.  It  would  furely  have  been  better  poHcy  to  have  af- 
fifted  thofe  opprefled  people,  even  though  there  had  been  no  ties  of  religion  in  the  cafe ;  in  or- 
der to  put  fome  reftraint  on  the  growing  greatnefs  of  the  French  monarchy.  It  is  true,  that, 
with  refpe£t  to  England,  the  court  party  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham's impeachment,  in  the  next  reign,  alleged,  and  perhaps  truly^  that  it  was  ftipulated  by 
King  James,  that  his  (hips  fhould  not  be  employed  either  againft  the  inhabitants  of  Rochelle, 
or  any  others  of  the  Proteftant  religion  in  France  :  yet,  in  faft,  they  were  fo  employed.  De 
Witt  alfo,  a  mortal  foe  to  the  houfe  of  Orange,  in  another  part  of  that  work,  **  accufes  Prince 
•*  Maurice  and  his  cabinet-council,  of  breaking  the  balance  of  power  between  France  and 
**  Spain,  to  the  prejudice  of  all  Europe,  by  making  the  former  xrown  preponderate  over  the 
•*  latter."  It  muft  be  admitted,  neverthelefs,  that  there  were  plaufible  pretexts  both  for  Eng- 
land and  Holland's  taking  fuch  fteps,  at  this  time. 

With  refpeft  to  England,  in  particular,  the  breaking  off  the  Spanifh  match,  the  taking  of 
the  Palatinate  from  King  James's  fon-in-law,  by  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  then  clofely  united 
with  Spain,  and  the  newly  contrafted  fatal  match  with  a  daughter  of  France,  were  the  induce- 
ments. With  refpeft  to  Holland,  the  old  prepoflcffions  againft  the  exorbitant  power  of  Spain, 
had  no  fmall  influence  on  their  fears  and  jcaloufies,  left:  that  crown  fhould  ftillentertaia 
hopes  of  being  able  to  recover  their  feven  provinces. 

Cardinal  Richlieu  entered  this  year  upon  his  miniftry  in  France,  and  fucceeded  but  too  wejl 
in  his  great  projefts  of  deprefling  the  grandees  and  the  Proteftants  at  home ;  of  reducing  the 
fuperiority  of  the  two  branches  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria  ;  and  of  advancing  the  commerce,  ma- 
nufaftures,  and  maritime ftrength  of  France;  whilft  he  lulled  afleep  the  only  two  potentates 
of  Europe  who  had  it  in  their  power  to  have  put  a  check  to  fuch  towering  and  dangerous 
fchemes. 

It  was  in  this  year  that  the  Hollanders  firft  invaded  Brafil,  of  which  we  (hall  fee  they  held 
a  confiderable  part  for  thirty  years  after. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  fame  twenty-firft  year  of  King  James  1.  cap.  2f8.  it  was  en- 
abled, **  That  when  wheat  is  not  above  one  pound  twelve  (hillings  per  quarter  ;  rye,  twenty 
**  fhillings ;  peas,  beans,  barley,  and  malt,  fixteen  (hillings,  at  the  port  whither  they  are 
**  trought  to  be  exported,  they  may  then  be  exported."  And  we  find  the  Hke  licence  and 
rates  by  an  aft  of  the  third  of  King  Charles  I.  cap.  4.  in  the  year  1627. 

The  Engli(h  Eaft  India  Company  having  laded  four  (hips  and  two  pinnaces  for  India,  the 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  King  James's  favourite,  knowing  that  they  muft  lofe  their  voyage  un-. 
Icfs  they  failed  by  a  certain  time,  extorted  from  that  company  ten  thoufand  pounds,  for  liberty 
to  fail  for  India,  he  being  then  Lord  High  Admiral  of  England.  This  was  one  of  the  articles 
of  his  impeachment,  in  the  year  1626.  The  Duke,  in  his  defence,  alleged,  that,  as  the  com-j 
pany  had  taken  many  rich  prizes  from  the  Portuguefe  in  India,  and  particularly  at  Ormus,  a 
large  part  thereof  was  legally  due  to  the  King,  and  alfo  to  himfelf,  as  Lord  Admiral ;  and  that 
the  faid  ten  thoulknd  pounds  was  the  company's  con^pofition  and  agreement,  inftead  of  fifteen 
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1624  thoufand  pounds,  which  the  law  would  have  compelled  tlicm  to  give:  and  that,  moreover, 
all  the  faid  ten  thoufand  pounds,  excepting  only  two  hundred  pounds,  was  applied  by  the 
King  for  the  fervice  of  the  navy. 

It  was  in  the  reign  of  King  James  I.  of  England,  that  the  Hollanders  firft  entered  upon  the 
manufafture  of  fine  woollen  cloths  ;  and,  of  courfe,  began  to  interfere  with  the  Englifli  cloth 
trade  in  the  Netherlands,  and  elfe where  :  fo  that,  in  the  twenty-fecond  and  laft  year  of  this 
King's  reign,  a  certificate  was  given  into  the  Parliament  of  twenty-five  thoufand  cloths  hav- 
ing, in  that  year,  been  manufactured  in  Holland.  Whereupon  the  Houfc  of  Commons 
rcfolved, 

Firft,  "That  the  Merchant-adventurers  Company  fetting  impofts  upon  our  cloths  is  a 
"  grievance,  and  ought  not  to  be  continued :  and,  that  all  other  merchants,  promifcuoufly, 
"  as  well  as  that  company,  may  tranfport  every  where  northern  and  weftern  dozens,  kerfics, 
**  and  new  draperies." 

Secondly,  **  That  other  merchants,  befide  the  Merchant-adventurers  Company,  may  freely 
"  trade  with  dyed  and  dreffed  cloths,  and  all  forts  of  coloured  cloths,  into  Germany  and  the 
•*  Low  Countries.'* 

In  the  fcventeenth  volume,  p.  605,  of  the  Foedera,  King  James  iflued  a  proclamation,  "  for 
**  abfolutely  prohibiting  the  manufafture  of  gold  and  filver  thread,  gold  and  filver  foliate, 
<*  {i.e.  leaf)  purles,  oes,  fpangles,  &c.  as  tending  to  the  confumption  of  the  coin  and  bullion 
*•  of  this  kingdom.  And  he  having  granted  a  charter  of  incorporation  to  the  Governors, 
**  Affiftants,  and  Commonalty  of  Gold-wire  Drawers  of  London,  he  had  hoped,  by  reducing 
**  thofe  trades  under  order  and  government,  to  avoid  the  unneceflary  wafte  of  coin  and  bul- 
**  lion.  But  having  now  fully  underftood,  as  well  by  the  complaints  of  his  Commons,  in 
**  the  late  feffion  of  Parliament,  as  upon  examination  by  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  that  not 
**  only  the  faid  corporation,  (which  was  thereupon  revoked,  and  declared  to  be  void}  but  alfo 
**  the  faid  manufaftures  are  unfit  to  be  continued,  &c.'* 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  608,  King  James,  by  proclamation,  once  more  confirms  all  his 
former  injunftions  againft  the  erefting  of  buildings  on  new  foundations  in  London  and  its 
fuburbs. 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  609,  we  have  a  more  diftinft  view  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,,  in  a 
commiffion  from  King  James  to  many  lords  and  gentlemen,  as  follows,  viz.  "  We  having, 
*«  by  letters-patent,  of  the  fourth  year  of  our  reign,  granted  power  to  divers  knights,  gcnde- 
"  men,  and  others,  for  the  more  fpeedy  accomplifliment  of  the  plantation  of  Virginia,  that 
**  they  fhould  divide  themfelves  into  two  colonies  :  the  one  to  confift  of  Londoners,  called 
**  the  Firft  Colony ,  and  the  other  of  thofe  of  BriftoU  Exeter,  and  Plymouth,  called  the  Se- 
"  cond  Colony.  And  we  did,  by  feveral  letters  under  our  privy  feal,  prefcribe  orders  and 
**  conftitutions  for  direfting  the  aflFairs  of  our  faid  colony. 

"  And  whereas,  afterward,  upon  the  petition  of  divers  adventurers  and  planters  of  the  faid 
**  firft  (or  London)  colony,  we,  by  letters -patent,  in  the  feventh  year  of  our  reign,  and  in 
*«  the  year  of  our  Lord  1610,  incorporated  divers  noblemen,  knights,  &c.  by  the  name  of  the 
*«  Treafurer  and  Company  of  Adventurers  and  Planters  of  the  City  of  London,  for  the  firft 
««  Colony  in  Virginia  ;  granting  them  divers  lands,  territories,  &c.  to  be  conveyed  by  them 
**  to  the  adventurers  and  planters  ;  with  power  to  have  a  council  there  refident,  for  the  affairs 
*<  of  the  colony ;  and  alfo  to  place  and  difplace  officers. 

*'  And, 
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1624      "  And,  afterwards,  in  the  tenth  year  of  our  reign,  being  the  year  of  our  Lord  161 3,  we, 
**  by  letters-patent,  did  further  mention  to  give  that  company  divers  ifles  on  that  coaft. 

**  And  whereas,  we,  finding  the  courfes  taken  for  the  fettling  the  faid  colony  have  not 
"  taken  the  good  efFeft  we  intended,  did,  by  a  late  commiilion  to  fundry  perfons  of  quality 
"  and  truft,  caufe  the  ftate  of  the  faid  colony  to  be  examined  into;  v^rho,  after  much  pains 
"  taken,  reported,  that  moft  of  our  people  fent  thither  had  died,  by  ficknefs  and  famine,  and 
•«  by  maffacres  by  the  natives  ;  and  that  fuch  as  are  llill  living,  were  in  lamentable  neceffity 
«*  and  want ;  though  they  (the  commiflioners)  conceived  the  country  to  be  both  fruitful  and 
•*  healthful ;  and  that,  if  induftry  were  ufed,  it  would  produce  many  good  ftaple  commodities. 
**  But,  by  negleft  of  the  governors  and  managers  here,  it  had  as  yet  produced  few  or  none. — 
•*  That  the  faid  plantations  are  of  great  importance  ;  and  would,  as  they  hoped,  remain  alaft- 
"  ing  monument  of  our  moft  gracious  and  happy  government  to  all  pofterity,  if  the  fame 
«'  were  profecutcd  tathofe  ends  for  which  they  were  firft  undertaken.  Whereupon  we,  en- 
"  tering  into  mature  confideration  of  the  premifes,  did,  by  advice  of  our  privy  council,  re- 
**  folve  to  alter  the  charters  of  the  faid  company  as  to  points  of  government:  but  the  faid 
**  treafurer  and  company  not  fubmitting  thereto,  the  faid  charters  are  now  avoided  by  a  quo 
"  warranto.  Wherefore,  we  direft  you  to  confider  the  ftate  of  the  faid  colony,  and  what 
"  points  are  fitting  to  be  inferted  in  the  intended  new  charter,  and  to  report  to  us.  And,  in 
**  tlic  mean  time,  to  take  care  to  fupply  the  planters  there  with  neceflaries,  and  to  do  all  other 
"  afts  needful  for  maintaining  the  colony.  Moreover,  the  King  {ibid.  p.  618  )  appoints 
"  Sir  Francis  Wyatt  governor  of  the  colony,  with  eleven  counfellors,  refiding  in  the  colony.'* 

In  this  fame  fevcnteenth  volume,  p.  618,  of  the  Foedera,  King  James  fettles  a  penfion  of 
two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  for  life,  on  his  grandfon.  Prince  Charles,  fecond  fon  of 
the  Eleftor  Palatine:  and,  in  the  preceding  year,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  befides  all  his 
great  employments,  had  a  penfion  of  one  thoufand  pounds  fettled  on  him. 

In  this  year  alfo,  and  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  621,  King  James  once  more  difplays  his  talents 
and  prejudices  againft  tobacco,  by  the  following  proclamation,  viz. 

*'  Whereas  our  Commons,  in  their  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  became  humble  petitioners 
"  to  us,  that,  for  many  weighty  reafons,  much  concerning  the  intereft  of  our  kingdom,  and 
•*  the  trade  thereof,  we  would  by  our  royal  power  utterly  prohibit  the  ufe  of  all  foreign  tg- 
"  bacco,  which  is  not  of  the  growth  of  our  own  dominions: — And  whereas  we  have,  upon 
"  all  occafions,  made  known  our  diflike  we  have  ever  had  of  the  ufe  of  tobacco  in  general,  as 
**  tending  to  the  corruption  both  of  the  health  and  manners  of  our  people. — Neverthelefs,  be- 
"  caufe  we  have  been  often  and  earneftly  importuned  by  many  of  our  loving  fubjefts,  planters 
"  and  adventurers  in  Virginia  and  the  Somer  Ifles,  that,  as  thofe  colonies  are  yet  but  in  their 
**  infancy,  and  cannot  be  brought  to  maturity,  unlefs  we  will  be  pleafed,  for  a  time,  to  tole- 
**  rate  unto  them  the  planting  and  vending  the  tobacco  of  their  own  growth  ;  we  have  con- 
**  defcended  to- their  defires  :  and  do  therefore  hereby  ftriftly  prohibit  the  importation  of  any 
**  tobacco  from  beyond-fea,  or  from  Scotland,  into  England  or  Ireland,  other  than  from  our 
*'  colonies  before-named :  moreover,  we  ftriftly  prohibit  the  planting  of  any  tobacco  cither 
**  in  England  or  Ireland."  The  reft  of  this  proclamation  relates  to  fearching  for  and  burning 
of  foreign  tobacco,  and  the  marking  and  fealing  the  legal  tobacco  of  our  colonies. 

On  the  fecond  of  March,   1624-5,  ^^  iflucd  another  proclamation  to  the  fame  effeft. 

In  February,  1624-5,  King  James,  from  Newmarket,  iffues  afrefli  proclamation  againfl 
eating  flefh  in  Lent,  &c. 
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1625  In  that  fame  month  he  iflues  his  warrant  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  as  Lord  Admiral ; 
**  That  whereas  many  of  his  fubjcfts  had  fufFered  great  wrongs  and  damages,  as  well  at  fea  as 
**  othcrwife— not  only  by  the  fubjefts  of  our  brother  the  King  of  Spain,  and  of  the  Low 
•*  Countries,  but  alfo  by  thofc  under  the  States  of  the  United  Netherlands— and  all  faircdurfcs 
**  and  due  proceedings  having  been  in  vain  ufed,  in  demanding  reftitution  or  reparation  thcrc- 

-**  of,— and  that  thereupon  our  faid  fubjcfts  have  made  humble  fuit  unto  us  for  Letters  of 
"  Rcprifal :— we  therefore  will,  require,  and  authorize  you  to  grant  your  commiflion  for  the 
•*  apprehending  and  taking  the  goods,  fhips,  aud  merchandize  of  the  King  of  Spain's  fub- 

***  je£ts  of  the  Low  Countries,  as  alfo  thofe  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  United  Netherlands,  rcfpcc- 
**  tively,  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  our  loving  fubjefts  fo  damnified  ;  and  in  fuch  manner  and 
**  form  as  fhall  be  agreed  on  by  our  privy  council,  or  any  fix  of  them,  in  writing  under  their 
"  hands." 

In  volume  eighteen,  p.  12,  of  the  Fcedera,  we  fee  a  fimilar  warrant  for  rcprifals,  a  few  months 
after,  by  his  fon  King  Charles  I.  againft  both  the  faid  nations,  exaftly  in  the  ftilc  and  form 
hereof;  and  again  the  fame  year,  ibid,  p.  188.     Yet,  in  neither  of  thofe  warrants  are  tlie  par- 

'^ticular  damages  complained  of  at  all  fpccified. 
King  James  died  on  the  27th  of  March,  1625. 
This  monarch's  wild  notions  of  the  extent  of  his  prerogative  have  been  feen  in  his  numcr- 

.ous  proclamations  and  injunftions  for  his  fubjefts  doing  or  forbearing  of  things,  which  a  free 
people  could  not  eafily  ftomach  ;  and  which  could  not  in  our  days  be  done  but  by  ads  of  Par- 

:liament.  His  getting  his  Attorney-general,  Sir  John  Davis,  to  write  and  dedicate  to  him  a 
trcatife  in  favour  of  his  prerogative  of  levying  the  tonnage  and  poundage  duty  by  his  fole  au- 
thority, encouraged  his  fon  and  fucceffor  to  levy  Ihip-money  in  the  fame  manner ;  which 

►proved  his  ruin  in  the  end. — Such  doftrincs,  which  Davis  endeavoured  to  fupport  by  prece- 
dents quoted  by  him,  virtually  deftroyed  all  the  eflcntial  rights  of  Parliament,  and  particularly 
that  of  giving  money  for  the  public  fervice.     Davis's  book  (the  title  whereof  was,  The  Qucf- 

•tion  concerning  Impofitions,  Tonnage,  Poundage,  Prizage,  Cufloms,  &c.  fully  ftated  and 
argued  from  Reafon,  Law,  and  Policy)  was  reprinted  in  the  year  1656,  probably  by  conni- 
vance of  the  government  at  that  time,  for  expofing  the  arbitrary  tempers  of  both  father  and  fon. 
Its  conclufion  runs  thus : — **  That,  by  virtue  of  an  ancient  prerogative  inherent  to  his  crown, 
•*  the  King  of  England  may  juftly  and  lawfully  fet  impofitions  upon  merchandize,  and  may 
^*  limit  and  rate  the  quantity  and  proportion  thereof,  by  his  own  wifdom  and  difcretion,  with- 
**  out  an  aft  of  Parliament." 

On  the  30th  of  March,  1625,  King  Charles  I.  of  England,  as  per  vol.  xvii.  p.  673,  of  the 
Foedera,  ratified  the  contrail  which  his  father  King  James  had  made  juft  before  his  death,  for 
'his  marrying  the  Princefs  Henrietta  Maria,  fifter  of  King  Louis  XIII.  of  France.     Her  por- 
tion was  eight  hundred  thoufand  crowns  of  tliree  one-third  livres  each,  or  two  hundred  and 
forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling.     Half  to  be  paid  down;  and  the  other  half  in  one  year  after. 
She  was  to  have  eighteen  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  or  fixty  thoufand  French  crowns,  yearly, 
^for  her  feparate  ufe.     So  that  three  one-third  French  crowns,  or  ten  livres,  were  then  equal  to 
one  pound  fterling.    ^he  was  alfo,  fays  the  printed  Colieftion  of  Treatifes,  article  xx.  to  have 
the  value  of  fifty  thoufand  crowns  in  rings. 

The  authory  of  an  Hiftory  of  the  Caribbee  Ifles,  publifhed  at  Paris  in  the  year  1658,  and 
at  London  (in  Englifh)  in  the  year  1666,  relates,  that  the  Englifli  and  French  colonies  in 
dthofeides  had  their  beginning  in  the  lame  year,  viz.  inTtbe  year  1^25  :  that  Monf.  Dcfnam- 
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1625  buc,  a  fca  captain,  in  the  fervicc  of  France,  and  Sir  Thomas  Warner,  an  Englilh  gentleman, 
jointly  took  poffefTion  of  the  Ifle  of  St.  Chriftophers  on  the  very  fame  day,  with  about  three 
hundred  perfons  of  each  nation,  in  behalf  of  their  refpeftive  kings ;  in  order  that  they  might 
have  a  place  of  fafc  retreat  for  the  reception  of  the  fhips  of  both  nations  at  any  time  bound 
for  America.     ' 

In  thofe  times,  the  Englifli,  it  fcems,  were  wifer  than  the  French,  in  building  good  houfes 
here,  and  having  wives  and  children  ;  whereas  the  French  contented  themfclves  with  fuch 
huts  as  the  Caribbean  natives  had,  few  of  them  being  married.  The  firft  Englifh  planters 
employed  tlicmfclves  in  raifing  tobacco;  but  afterwards,  in  imitation  of  Barbadoes,  they  enter- 
ed upon  the  cultivation  of  fugar,  indigo,  cotton,  and  ginger,  by  which  means  they  foon  be- 
came rich.  That  ifle  had  been  difcovered  long  before  by  Columbus,  though  never  planted  till 
this  year  by  any  nation.  It  was,  however,  found  to  be  furnilhed  with  various  natural  advan- 
tages, \9hich  occafioned  the  Spaniards  to  (lop  frequently  at  it  in  their  American  voyages.  But 
this  French  author  frankly  owns,  tliat,  for  preventing  any  fecret  intelligence  between  the  native 
Caribbeans  of  thatifland  and  the  Spaniards,  who  were  at  this  time  the  common  enemy  of  both 
nations  in  America,  the  Englilh  and  French,  in  one  night,  difpatched  all  the  moft  fa&ious  of 
tliofe  Caribbeans  ;  and,  not  long  after,  forced  all  the  reft  to  quit  that  ifland. 

In  the  following  year  the  French  King  incorporated  a  number  of  gentlemen  for  plantings  of 
this  and  other  American  ifles. 

According  to  this  author,  tlie  ifland  of  St.  Chriftophers  was  the  firft  of  all  the  Weft  India 
iflands  planted  by  either  England  or  France.  (Here,  however,  he  feems  to  be  miftaken— fee 
the  year  1614.)  Thebold  claims  of  Spain  to  the  fole  propriety  of  all  tliofe  iflands  having  de- 
terred other  nations,  till  now,  from  fettling  thereon  :  but  as  the  power  of  Spain  at  this  time 
was  on  a  vifible.  decline,  the  nations  already,  mentioned  juftly  thought  they  had  a  good  right 
to  poflcfs  themfelves  of  fuch  ifles  as  Spain  had  never  yet  fettled )  as  we  fliall  fee  they  gradually 
dad  on  others  of  thefe  iflands. 

Our  hiftoriographers  of  the  city  of  London  relate,  that  it  was  in  this  fame  year  1625  that  ' 
any  hackney  coaches  firft  begun  to  ply  in  London  ftreets,  or  raUi^  at  firft  ftood  ready  at  the 
inns,  to  be  called  for  as  they  were  wanted  :  and  they  were  at  this  time  only  twenty  in  num-' 
bfcr.  They,  hpwever,  in  ten  years  time  were  encreafed  fo  much  in  number  that  King  Charles, 
in  the  year  1635,  thought  it  worth  his  while  to  ilTue^an  order  ofcoui^il  for  reftraining  their 
increafe.  ^ 

King  Charlc5  I.  as  appears  in  vol.  xviii.  p.  13,  &c.  of  the  Foedera,  now  renewed  his  late  fa- 
ther's coramiflion  to  twelve  CommiflTioners  of  the  Navy.  Thefe  feem  to  have  been  moftly  fta- 
tioned,  as  at  prcfent,- into  diftinft  branches  ;  fuch  as  a  Comptroller,  a  Purveyor,  a  Clerk  of 
the  Navy,  &c.  one,  and  tlie  firft  named  of  that  number,  was  Sir  Richard  W^fton,  Chancel- 
lor of  the  EKchequer,  and  another  of  them  was  Sir  William  Ruflill,  who  was  alfo  Treafurer 
of  the  Navy.  This  board  alfo,  as  at  prefent,  was  to  be  fubordinate  to  the  Lord  High  Admiral, 
or  the  Admiralty  Board,  from  whom  the  faid  comraiflioners  were  to  receive  diredlions  and  or- 
ders^in  maritime  affairs. 

The  Proteftant  Boors  of  Auftria  now  took  up  arms,  for  the  recovery  of  the  free  exercife  of 
their  religion,  taken  from  them;  and  thoy  became  mafters  of  fome  places :  but  not  being 
fiipported  by  any  foreign  potentate,  they  were  reduced  to  fubjeftion  in  the  following  year, 
and  feverely  puniflied.  Whereupon  the  Emperor,  Ferdinand  II.  compelled  all  the  Protef- 
tant.gcntry^  clergy,  and  fchool- mafters,  to  leave  Auftria ;  many  of  whom  were  kindly  and 
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1615  wifely  received  by  the  Swedes  and  other  Protcftaiit  dates ;  to  the  great  increafe  of  their  wealth 
•     and  people. 

In  p.  19,  of  the  fame  eighteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  King  Charles  Firfl's 
proclamation,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  any  tobacco  not  of  tlie  growth  of  Virginia,  or 
of  the  Summer  Iflcs. 

In  p.  21,  il^iJ,  we  fee  another  of  that  King's  proclamations,  to  the  efFeft  following,  viz. 
"  That  whereas  the  making  of  alum  was  difcovercd  not  many  years  fince  in  Yorkfhire  •  and, 
'*  by  the  expence  of  fundry  great  fums  by  our  royal  father,  brought  to  fuch  perfeftion,  as 
''  Jtliere  is  no  doubt  but  fufficient  quantities  may  be  made,  as  well  for  home  ufe  as  forcxpor- 
**  tation  :  which  being  a  work  of  fo  great  honour  to  this  kingdom,  and  of  fuch  ufe  and  confc« 
**  quence,  whereby  many  families  are  kept  at  work,  much  treafure  faved  at  home  which  here- 
"  tofore  was  exported  for  alum,  and  fome  increafe  alfo  to  our  revenue  :— we  therefore  ftriftly 
**  command,  that  no  foreign  alum  be  imported  into  our  dominions  ;  and  that  no  Englifli 
*'  alum,  once  exported,  fhall  be  re-imported,  or  ufed  in  England.'* 

It  was  upon  the  farm  of  this  alum  duty,  jointly  with  that  on  fugar  and  other  branches  of 
this  King's  revenue,  that  the  once  famous  merchant  Sir  Paul  Pindar  advanced  to  this  King  fo 
large  a  fum  as  one  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds.  On  account  of  which  he  and  his 
cicdkors  were  great  fufFerers,  in  confequence  of  the  civil  wars  which  enfued. 

Another  of  King  Charles's  proclamations  this  year,  ibid,  p.  23*  was,  *'  For  the  maifttain- 
**  ing  and  increafe  of  the  faltpetre  mines  of  England,  for  the  neceflary  and  important  manu- 
**  failure  of  gunpowder."  The  King  obfervcs,  "  That  our  realm  naturally  yields  fufficient 
**  mines  of  faltpetre,  without  depending  on  foreign  parts  :  wherefore,  for  the  future,  no  dovc- 
*'  houfe  (hall  be  paved  with  ftone,  bricks,  nor  boards,  lime,  fand,  nor  gravel,  nor  any  other 
^'  thing  whereby  the  growth  and  increafe  of  the  mine  of  faltpetre  may  be  hindered  or  impair- 
'*  cd ;  but  the  proprietors  fhall  fufFer  the  floors  or  ground  thereof,  as  alfo  all  (lablcs  where 
**  horfes  ftand,  to  lye  open  with  good  and  mellow  earth,  apt  to  breed  increafe  of  tlic  faid 
*•  mine  of  faltpetre.  And  that  none  hinder  or  deny  any  faltpetre  man,  lawfully  deputed 
*'  thereto,  from  digging,  taking,  or  working  any  ground  which  by  commiifion  may  betaken 
**  and  wrought  for  faltpetre.  Neither  flialL  any  conftablc,  or  other  officer,  negleft  to  furnifli 
**  any  fuch  faltpetre-men  with  convenient  carriages,  that  the  King's  fervice  fufFer  not. — None 
•«  fhall  bribe  any  faltpetre-man  for  the  fparing  or  forbearing  any  ground  fit  to  be  wrought  for 
.  **  faltpetre. — That  all  dovehoufes,  and  other  places  digged  for  faltpetre,  be,  when  the  earth 
"  thereof  is  wrought  over,  laid  fmooth  and  flat  again,  as  before. — That  no  faltpetre  be  ex- 
**  ported,  neither  fold  at  home  to  any  but  the  King's  powder-maker,  who  Ihall  not  receive 
<'  for  any  powder  fold-  by  him,  to  any  of  the  King's  fubjefts,  above  ten  pence  per  pound 
**  weight." 

The  refl  of  this  proclamation  relates  to  the  trying  of  the  goodnefs  of  gunpowder,  before 
it  be  put  to  fale.  This  faltpetre  and  gunpowder  bufinefs  was  one  of  that  King's  greateft  mo- 
nopoly projefts  ;  and  the  manner  of  his  directing  it  was  far  from  fuiting  the  genius'  of  a 
free  people. 

3id,  p.  26.  King  Charles  now  grants  a  penfion  of  one  thoufand  and  fifty  pounds,  yearly, 
to  James  Dukeof  Lenpx,  and  another  of  two  thoufand  one  hundred  pounds  (p.  27)  t6  Ca- 
therine Duchefs  Dowager  of  Lenox. 

The  fon  was  fo  much  a  tranfcript  of  the  father,  that  we  are  not  to  wonder  at  their  procla- 
uaations  having  fo  great  a  refemblanc'e.     In  p.  33,  of  tliis  eighteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera, 
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1625  we  again  meet  with  his  proclamation  againft  new  fouixdations  in  and  near  London,  and  for 
rebuilding  the  houfes  cither  with  brick  or  ftonc  ;  cxaftly  in  the  ftile  and  form  of  his  father's. 
He  alfo  therein  gives  direftions  for  the  diraenfions,  true  making,  and  price  of  bricks,  viz. 
^*  That  the  fizc  of  them  be,  in  length  nine  inches,  in  breadth  four  inches  one  quarter  and 
**  half  a  quarter  of  an  ioch;  and  in  thicknefs  two  inches  and  one  quartet  of  an  inch;  and 
**  that  the  price  of  one  thoufand  fuch  bricks  at  the  kiln  ftiall  not  exceed  eight  (hillings. — No 
"  bricks  (hall  be  made  within  one  mile  of  any  of  the  gates  of  London,  or  of  his  palace  of 
«*  Weftminfter. — Cottages,  flieds,  and  other  nuifances  to  be  removed  from  the  city  and  fub- 
**  urbs.'* — With  other  commendable  regulations  for  its  beauty  and  uniformity.  And  a  fe- 
cond  alfo,  of  the  very  fame  tenor,  p.  97,  came  out  in  this  year. 

Ibid,  p.  60,  King  Charles  grants  to  Sir  Francis  Crane  two  thoufand  pounds  yearly,  for 
ten  years  :  the  one  half  of  which  fum  was  what  he  had  formerly  engaged  to  allow  him  for  that 
terra,  for  the  fupport  of  the  tapeftry  manufafture  at  Mortlake  in  Surry  :  the  other  half  was  ia 
lieu  of  paying  him  fix  thoufand  pounds,  due  to  him  for  three  fuits  of  gold  tapeftries,  delivered 
for  the  King's  ufe. 

Another  proclamation,  ibid.  p.  66,  grants  a  commiflion  to  many  lords  and  gentlemen,  for 
certain  regulations  in  fearching  for  mines  of  gold,  filver,  or  copper,  or  of  lead  holding  filver, 
as  alfo  for  quickfilver,  in  Card iganfh ire.  Of  which^  min'fes  the  King  had  granted  a  leafe,  for 
tliirty-one  years  to  come,  to  Sir  Hugh  Middleton,  Baronet. 

After  the  Virginia  Company  had,  at  feveral  different  times,  raifed,  by  fubfcriptions  from 
their  adventurers,  a  capital  of  no  lefs  than  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  ftill,  in  vain,  hop- 
ing for  gold  and  filver  mines,  and  other  very  rich  produftlons,  many  of  them  at  length  be- 
came weary  of  the  charge,  as  not  finding  the  profit  by  any  means  to  anfwcr  experfation,  and 
fold  out  their  (hares  ;  and  fuch  as  continued  in  it  had  perpetual  wrangHngs.  So  valuable  a 
country  and  colony,  was,  however,  by  no  means  to  be  abandoned  ;  more  efpccially  as  the 
planters  there  were  now  well  able  to  fubfift  independenfly  of  their  mother  country.  Several 
gentlemen,  therefore,  about  this  time,  with  their  effefts,  and  with  many  fervants,  went  thi- 
ther on  a  feparate  bottom.  Whereupon  King  Charles  L  (in  the  eighteenth  volume,  p.  72,  of 
the  Foedera)  iflued  the  following  proclamation,  which  firft  laudably  eftablifhed  the  prudent 
•  form  of  government,  m  which  this  and  the  other  regal  colonies  have  remained  to  this  day  ;  viz. 
***  That  whereas,  in  his  royal  father's  time,  the  charter  of  the  Virginia  Company  was,  by  a  qu$ 
^*  warranto,  annulled;  and  whereas  his  faid  father  was,  and  he  himfelf  alfo  is,  of  opinion, 
**  that  the  government  of  that  colony  by  a  Company  incorporated,  confifting  of  a  multitude 
**  of  perfons  of  various  difpofitions,  amongft  whom  affairs  of  the  greateft  moment  are  ruled 
**  by  a  majority  of  votes,  was  not  fo  proper,  for  carrying  on,  profperoufly,  the  affairs  of  the 
**  colony  :  wherefore,  to  reduce  the  government  thereof  to  fuch  a  courfe  as  might  beft  a^ree 
**  with  that  form  which  was  held  in  his  royal  monarchy  ;  and  confidering  alfo,  that  we  hold 
^*  thofe  territories  of  Virginia  and  the  Somcr  Ifies,  as  alfo  that  of  New  England,  lately  plant- 
**  ed,  with  the  limits  thereof,  to  be  a  part  of  our  royal  empire  ;  we  ordain,  that  the  govern- 
*'  mcnt  of  the  colony  of  Virginia  Ihall  immediately  depend  on  ourfelf,  and  not  be  committed 
"  to  any  company  or  corporation,  to  whbm  it  may  be  proper  to  truft  matters  of  trade  and 
-**  commerde,  but  cannot  be  fit  to  commit  the  ordering  of  Hate  affairs.  Wherefore  our  com- 
^*  miflloncrs  for  thofe  affairs  Ihall  proceed  as  direfted,  till  we  eflablifli  a  council  here  for  that 
**  colony;  to  be  fubordinate  to  our  privy  council.— And  that  wc  will  alfo  eftablifh  another 
^*  council,  to  be  refidentin  Virginiii;  who  fhall  be  fubordinate  to  our  council  here  for  that 
Vol.  n.  .Rx  *«  colo- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


314  AN      HISTORICAL      AND     CHRONOLOGICAL      DEDUCTION 

A.    D. 

1625  **  colony.  And  at  our  own  charge  we  will  maintain  ihofe  public  officers  and  rainifters,  and 
"  that  ftrength  of  men,  munition,  and  fortification,  which  Ihall  be  neceffary  for  the  defence 
*'  of  that  plantation. 

"  And  we  will  alfo  fettle  and  aflure  the  particular  rights  and  intercfts  of  every  planter  and 
"  adventurer.  Laftly,  whereas  the  tobacco  of  thofe  plantations  (the  only  prefent  means  of 
**  their  fubfiftingj  cannot  be  managed  for  the  good  of  the  plantations,  unlefs  it  be  brought  ia- 
*'  to  one  hand,  whereby  the  foreign  tobacco  may  be  carefully  kept  out,  and  the  tobacco  of 
**  thofe  plantations  may  yield  a  certain  and  ready  price  to  the  owners  thereof:  to  avoid  alldif- 
"  ferences  between  the  planters  and  adventurers  thcmfelves,  we  refolve  to  take  the  fame  into 
*'  our  own  hands,  and  to  give  fuch  prices  for  the  fame  as  may  give  rcafonable  fatisfadion; 
**  whereof  we  will  determine  at  better  leifure." 

Had  tobacco  been  then  as  much  in  ufe  as  at  prefent,  this  monopoly  of  it,  fo  early  begun  by 
King  Charles,  would  have  enabled  him  to  raife  much  money,  without  depending  on  a  Parlia- 
ment.— And  it  was  certainly  a  good  fcheme  to  enhance  the  price  of  it  at  his  pleafure. — From 
this  time  forward,  Aflemblies  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  the  Planters  in  Virginia  regularly 
met  by  authority  of  the  crown,  for  enafting  of  laws,  with  the  confent  of  the  King's  Gover- 
nor and  Council,  the  laft  having  ever  fince  afted  feparatcly,  as  an  Upper  Houfe  :  but  the  de- 
nier refort  in  all  law  proceedings,  is  in  the  Aflembly. — A  Patent  Office  was  now  alfo  eftablilh- 
ed,  not  only  for  offices  in  Virginia,  bqt  for  difpofing  of  vacated  grants  of  new  lands,  on  the 
cafy  term  of  two  (hillings  fterling  per  annum  quit-rent  to  the  crown  for  ever,  for  each  hun- 
dred acres  to  be  granted.  And  this  encouraged  many  perfons  of  fubftancc  to  go  from 
England  and  fettle  there,  fo  that  the  country  foon  became  populous  ;  and  the  Indians  de- 
creafing  even  farter  than  the  Englilh  increafed,  the  latter  have,  confequcntly,  enjoyed  peace 
and  tranquillity. 

In  p.  81,  of  the  eighteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  we  have  King  Cliarfes  the  Firft's  com- 
miffion  for  enquiring  into  and  removing  the  caufes  of  the  low  price  of  wool,  and  of  the  ex- 
portation thereof ;  as  alfo  for  regulating  the  making  of  cloths,  fluffs,  &c.  Concerning  the 
fifhery  alfo  ;  and  the  hemp,  flax,  and  corn  trade  of  Eaftland. — The  Eaft  India  trade.^ — The 
bringing  in  of  bullion. — The  linen  cloth  trade,.  &c.  cxaflly  in  the  form  of  the  late  King's 
proclamations  for  thofe  ends,  as  already  related. 

Ibid.  p.  87,  that  King's  latin  commiffion  to  Edward  Lord  Conway,  to  be  one  of  his  Secre- 
taries of  State,  allots  him  a  falary  of  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum;  but,  by  the  very  next 
record  (in  Englilh)  he  grants  him  a  penfion  of  two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  which,  by 
miftake,  the  Latin  title  of  that  record  calls  but  two  hundred  pounds.  (Duecntarum. Libra- 
rum,) 

Alfo,  p.  108,  ibid,  we  have  the  firfl  record  in  the  Foedera  of  copper  coins  ufed  in  England 
by  royal  authority  :  reciting,  "  that  whereas  his  late  royal  father  took  order,  that-  inftead  of 
'*  unwarranted  farthing  tokens,  till  then  ufed  by  vintners,  chandlers,  tapflers,  and  other  rc- 
"  tailers,  to  the  lofs  of  his  loving  fobjefts,  there  fliould  be  otliecs  made  by  his  own  warrant," 
— this  warrant  is  not  in  the  Foedera,  but  fee  the  year  1609, — **  under  his  own  royal  name 
**  and  infcription,  and  a  conflant  re-change  fettled,  whereby  the  fubjeft  mig^ht  have  the  lawful 
**  ufe  of  them,  with  much  eafe  and  without  lofs." — This  was  probably,  foon  after  the.  time 
that  King  James  was  fo  earnefl  for  an  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  ;  for  ia  the  notes  of  Rud- 
diman's  Preface  to  Anderfon's  Diplomata  Numifmata,  &c.  Scotiae — the  Scots,  who  had  copper 
coins  before  the  Englifh,  h2L\ing{inuraUaJ  objefted  againll  tliat  union,  *  that  if  the  coins  of* 
t  *•  Scot" 
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1625  *  Scotland  muft  be  the  fame  as  in  England,  their  poor  would  lofc  the  great  con\'eniency  of 

*  their  copper  coins.'—**  Which  copper  money,"  adds  the  King,  **  having  fince  had  gene- 

•*  ral  paflage   (/.  f.  circulation)   through  our  kingdoms  of  England  and  Ireland,  have  brought 

•*  a  general  benefit.     We  do  therefore  hereby  command,  that  no  farthing  or  other  token  fliall 

"  be  made  or  ufed  but  thofe  of  our  royal  father,  by  his  letters  patent,"  (here  is  no  date  of 

thofc  letters  patent  nientioned)  •*  and  of  us,  by  Uke  letters  patent,  granted  this  fame  year  to 

**  the  Duchefs  Dowager  of  Richmond  and  Lenox,  and  Sir  Francis  Crane,  for  which  they  arc 

**  to  pay  us  one  hundred  marks  per  annum  for  feventeen  years.     The  faid  copper  farthings, 

**  or  farthing  tokens,  to  have  thereon,  on  one  fide,  (p.  143,  ih!d.)  two  fceptres  croifing  un- 

**  der  a  crown  ;  on  the  other  fide,  a  harp  crown,  with  the  King's  name  and  titles. — The  pa- 

*'  tentees  were  thereby  bound  to  deliver  out  twenty-one  (hillings  in  tale  of  farthings  for  every 

**  twenty  (hillings  of  filver,  and  to  pay  back  twenty  (hillings  in  filver  for  every  twenty-one 

*'  (hir.ings  by  tale  in  copper  farthings,  whenever  demanded." 

In  p.  114,  of  the  eighteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles  fettles  a  falary  of  eighty 
pounds  per  annum  on  his  furgeon;  whereas  in  the  next  following  page,  115,  he  fettles  one 
hundred  pounds  per  annum  on  his  barber.  This  difcrimination  is  eafily  to  be  accounted  for ; 
fince  his  grant  (in  Latin)  to  his  furgeon  includes  all  emoluments,  prc-eminencies,  wax- 
candles,  profits,  and  rights  whatever  ;   whereas  the  barber  was  only  to  have  his  bare  falary. 

In  p.  156,  as  well  as  plfewhere  in  the  fame  volume,  we  find,  that  King  Charles,  like  his 
father,  was  generally  greatly  indebted  to  merchants,  goldfmitlis,  of  London,  &c.  who  advanced 
money  from  time  to  time  to  the  crown,  by  way  of  anticipation  on  the  public  revenues. 
The  King  (in  the  above  page)  acknowledges  his  debt  of  twenty-feven  thoufand  pounds  of  this 
fort  to  the  then  famous  merchant  Sir  William  Court^n  ;  the  half  of  which  fura  had  been  lent 
to  King  James,  the  other  half  to  himfelf.  For  which  loan  intereft  was  allowed  at  the  rate  of 
eight  pounds  per  cent. 

In  p.  162,  ibid.  King  Charles  grants  anexclufivc  patent  for  fourteen  years,  to  a  goldfmith 
of  London,  **  for  the  folc  making  and  praSice  of  certain  compound  ftuffs  and  waters,  ex- 
**  traftedout  of  certain  minerals,  &c.  of  this  our  realm,  called  by  the  name  of  cement,  or 
**  dreffing  for  (hips,  to  prevent  them  from  burning  in  fights  at  fea  ;  and  alfo  from  the  fea- 
<*  worm  or  bernacle:  for  which  grant  this  projeftor  was  to  pay  forty  (hillings  per  annum  into 
**  the  Exchequer."  This  was  or  feemed  to  be  but  a  trifling  matter  ;  yet,  as  we  (hall  fee  a 
great  number  of  f^ich  from  time  to  time  authorized  by  this  King,  it  fcems  to  have,  from  the 
beginning,  been  his  intention  thereby  to  accumulate  a  new  revenue,  without  depending  oa 
parliamentary  grants. 

JV.  B.  The  patent  alleges,  "  That  the  patentee  (William  Beale)  had,  by  his  own  ftudy 
•«"and  induflry,  with  great  charge  and  long  practice,  brought  this  invention  to  perfcc- 
'*  tion." 

In  the  faid  eighteenth  volume,  p.  661,  of  the  Fcedera,  King  Cliarles  made  a  grant  of  one 
of  his  pinnaces  to  his  High  Admiral  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  •*  in  confideration  of  that 
*•  Duke's  undertaking  to  adventure  for  a  difcovery  of  the  north- weft  paflage  to  Clitna,  &c. 
"  An  aftion,"  fays  this  grant,  "  of  great  importance  to  trade  and  navigation,  andin'fundry 
"  JrefpeSs  of  Angular  benefit  to  all  our  realms  and  dominions." 

Wchavcfccn,  under  the  years  1621  and  1622,  that  the  country  named  Nova  Scotia  was 
granted  by  King  James,  as  King  of  Scotland,  to  Sir  William  Alexander,  and  his  aflbciates ; 
wliicb,  however,  was  not  properly  fettled  by  them,  although  that  King  had  formed  a  defign. 
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1625  for  encouraging  the  fcttlerncnt  of  it,  of  crefting  a  new  order  for  Scotland  of  hereditary  knight- 
hood, in  imitation  of  the  barons  of  England,  firft  created  ia  161 1,  to  be  called  Baronets  of 
Nova  Scotia  :  which  defign  his  fon  King  Charles  I.  perfefted  m  this  year  1625,  ^Y  creating 
a  number  of  fuch  baronets  ;  to  each  of  whom  he  allotted  a  certain  quantity  of  land  in  Nova 
Scotia,  to  be  held  of  the  crown  of  Scotland  as  a  free  barony,  in  the  Scotifh  fenfe  of  that  word, 
(Le.  a  free  manor,)  with  great  privileges  to  fuch  as  Ihould  fettle  in  that  country.  In  this 
condition  it  remained  but  a  fhort  fpacej  for,  after  his  marriage  with  a  daughter  of  France, 
he  fupinely  connived  at,  or  permitted  the  French  to  take  pofleffion  of  and  fortify  part  of  tliat 
country. 

Some  have  alleged,  that  it  was  ftlpulated,  by  the  marriage  treaty,  with  Loub  XIII.  of 
France,  that  Nova  Scotia  fhould  be  given  up  to  France  :  but,  as  far  as  appears,  that  fuppo- 
fition  is  quite  groundlefs  ;  for,  as  King  of  Scotland,  he  granted  a  new,  charter  for  it,  in  the 
year  1628,  which  was  alfo  confirmed  by  an  aft  of  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  in  .1630  : 
though,  without  doubt,  as  all  that  country  was  an  Englifh  difcovery,  Scotland,  then  a  fepa- 
parate  kingdom,  could  not  properly  intermeddle  therein*  There  is  fome  obfcurity  in  the  re- 
lations of  thofe  times  concerning  this  matter  ;  but  fuccceding  wars  between  England  and 
France,  and  the  confequent  treaties,  have  rendered  all  further  enquiry  into  that  affair  fuper-^ 
fluous. 

We  ihall  only  add  in  this  place,  that  the  happy  fituation,  and  great  importance  of  Nova 
Scotia,  was  far  from  being  well  underftood  either  by  the  court  or  people  of  England,  in  thofe 
early  times,  when  our  colonies  were  but  in  their  very  infancy  :  otherwifc  we  might  long  fincc 
have  been  pofleiled  not  only  of  all  that  province,  well  planted  and  fortified,  but  alfo  of  all  Ca* 
nada  or  New  France,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

In  the  fame  eighteenth  volume,  p.  171— 181,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles  the  Firft  ap- 
pointed his  favourite  and  Lord  High  Admiral,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  to  command  in 
chief,  both  by  fea  and  land,  on  an  intended  expedition  s^ainft  Spain.  His  inftruflions  were, 
*«  To  annoy  that  crown  by  all  ways  poffible,  either  by  plundering  his  towns,  or  by  tak- 
^  ing  his  plate  fleet,  or  other  fhipprng,  &c.  He  was  alfo  to  detach  fome  of  his  Ihips  to 
•*  the  port  of  Sallee  in  Barbary,  to  treat  for  redeeming  the  Englifli  captives  there,  and  for 
*♦  fecuring  of  trade  from  the  piracies  ; — as  alfo,  for  procuring  provifions  for  his  fleet,  which 
"  had  ten  thoufand  land  forces  on  board  of  k."  But,  mifling  the  plate  fleet.  Sir  John 
Burroughs  landed  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz,  burned  a  few  villages  ia  that  neighbourhood, 
and  then  returned  home,  without  having  done  any  eflPeftual  fervice  with  fo  great  an  arma- 
ment. 

At  this  fame  time,  a  league,  oflFenfive  and  dcfenfive,  was  concluded  at  the  Hague,  on 
the  fccond  of  Auguft,  between  King  Charles  the  Firft  and  the  States  of  the  United  Nc- 
lands,  againft  Spain. — The  States  General  were  to  join  twenty  of  their  (hips  of  war  to  the 
laid  Engliih  fleet,  which  (in  the  fccond  volume  of  the  General  CoUeAion  of  Treaties,  in 
Englifli,  fecond  edition,  in  the  year  .1732,  p.  246)  is  faid  to  have  confifted  of  eighty-two 
Ihips  of  war,  for  their  jointly  attacking  of  Cadiz.  The  Dutch  to  have  one-fifth  part 
of  the  fpoil.  Which  defign,  however,  was  never  put  in  execution  ;  any  more  than  ano- 
ther, of  the  fame  year,  and  againft  Spain  too,  dated  Southampton,  feventcenth  Septem- 
ber^ 1625,  confifting  of  forty  articles,  in  the  fame  fccond  volume  of  the  CoUcft ion  of  Trea- 
ties. 

3         ^  Wc 
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1625  We  muft  here  do  King  Charles  I.  the  juftice  to  remark,  that,  in  this  year  1625,  we  find 
three  different  applications  from  him  to  his  brother-in-law  Louis  Thirteenth  of  France,  for 
fending  back  the  fhips  he  had  lent  him ;  and  infifting  on  their  not  being  employed  againft  Ijis 
Proteftant  fubjefts.     Meaning  the  inhabitants  of  Rochelle. 

Queen  Henrietta  Maria's  marriage  portion,  of  eight  hundred  thoufand  French  crowns,  was 
in  this  fame  year  brought  into  England,  all  in  filver  money,  intended  to  be  recoined  at  the 
Tower :  but  a  plague  raging  at  London,  which  had  infefted  fome  of  the  coiners  there,  the 
King  deferred  that  re-coinage ;  and  for  the  more  eafily  paying  the  foldicrs  and  failors  wages  of 
the  above-named  fleet  then  fitting  out,  he  declared  the  faid  French  coin  to  be  current  for  a 
time.  It  was  all  of  one  fort,  called  a  Cardecue,  or  quart  d'ccu,  i.  e,  a  quarter  crown,  worth 
nineteen-pence  halfpenny.  Yet,  by  an  inundation  of  bafeand  light  cardecues,  the  King  was 
quickly  obliged  to  annul  the  currency  of  that  coin. 

In  the  eighteenth' volume,  p.  246,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find,  that  King  Charles  was  already 
fo  ill  advifed,  as^  rather  than  yield  to  his  people  and  Parliament's  requefts,  for  redrefling  of 
their  grievances  in  a  Parliamentary  way,  being  already  put  to  great  difficulties  for  money  to 
carry  on  his  war  againft  Spain,  now  to  grant  a  fpecial  warrant  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham, 
to  borrow  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  of  the  States  General  of  the  United  Ne- 
therlands, or  of  their  fubjefts,  upon  the  pawn  or  pledge  of  a  great  number  of  incomparably 
rich  and  noble  crown  jewels  and  veflfels  of  gold,  adorned  with  precious  ftoncs,  a  lift  whereof 
is  therein  fet  down,  which  were  delivered  to  that  Duke  out  of  the  King's  jewel  houfe. 

Z^/V,  p.  251  and  252,  King  Charles  iffues  '*  a  proclamation,  for  prohibiting  all  commerce 
•*  with  Spain  and  the  Spanifli'  Netherlands.  Commanding  alfo,  that  no  fhip  of  fixty  tons  or 
•*  upwards  be  fent  to  fea,  unlefs  tlie  fame  be  furnifhed  with  mulkets  and  bandeJiers — becaufc 
•*  of  the  danger  of  his  fubjcdls  venturing  to  fea  in  thofe  perilous  times,  ill  furnifhed  with  arms 
•*  and  weakly  manned.*' 

Hid.  p.  268,  King  Charles  again  iffued  his  proclamation,  exactly  in  the  ufual  form,  againft 
eating  of  flefh  in  Lent,  or  on  other  fi(h  days  ;  and  for  the  fame  reafons. 

This  King  being  to  be  crowned  on  Candlemas-day,  ikid.  p.  278,  "  iffued  out  writs  to  all 
*•  the  Iheriffs  of  England,  to  caufe  all  that  he\d  lands  of  the  crown  of  the  value  of  forty 
**  pounds  yearly,  or  upward,  who  are  not  already  knights,  to  come  and  take  that  order  upon 
•*  them."  ^  It  is  not  neceffary  to  acquaint  the  reader,  that  this  was  an  ufual  praftice  of  our 
Kings  in  elder  times  to  raife  money  on  urgent  occafions. 

1626  The  author  of  a  judicious  treatife  on  comn^rce,  printed  in  a  fmall  quarto,  in  this  year 
1626,  entitled,  The  Golden  Fleece,  gives  a  fuccin£t  view  of  the  Eaft  India  commerce,  &c, 
as  it  then  ftood  with  refpeft  tq  Europe,  viz. 

"•Before  the  Londoners  and  Hollanders  failed  thither,  the  Turks  ufej  to  fliare  with  the 
«*^  Fortuguefe  in  thofe  commodities  which  now  the  Proteftants  trade  for.  Heretofore  they 
**  paid  at  Lifbon,  Aleppo,  or  Alexandria,  viz. 

•»•    '•  J.    d. 

"  For  every  pound  weight  of  Pepper,  2    o— now  it  cofts  us  in  India  but  o    3 

*« Mace,  4    6 , — ^    o    9 

^  Cloves,  4    6 o  10 

•*  - — Nutmegs  2    o . —    q    a 

*« Indigo,  4    o ~ _     I     o 

•*    ■  Perfianrawfilk,  12  o— now  from  tlie  Perfian  Gulph  under  8    o 

'*  And 
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•1626       "  And  if  we  tranfport  none  of  our  corn,  but  only  that  of  foreign  nations,  carrj'ingalfo 

**  fome  of  our  tin,  lead,  and  woollen  cloths,  to  the  Perfian  Gulph,  where  they  are  bcft 

.    ^*  vendible,  there  is  no  qucftion  but  this  kingdom  will  become  much  enriched.     For  the 

^*  Souad  of  Denmark,  the  Hans-towns,  and  France,  will  return  us  more  money  than  we 

**  need  to  fend  into  India. 

In  the  fame  eighteenth  voluftic,  p.  675,-  of  the  Foedera,  and  in  the  year  1626,  we  find  the 
King's  maflcr  fadler's  daily  pay  to  be  twelve-pence  per  day  for  himfclf,  and  three-pence  half- 
rpenny  per  day  for  a  fervent.  And  the  matter  mafon  and  architeft  for  Windfor  Caftle  has  alfo 
twelve-pence  <pcr  day.  From  which  fraall  pay  or  falary,  however,  no  juft  conclufion  can  be 
drawn  concerning  the  rate  of  living  and  the  value  of  money  at  this  time;  as  probably  they 
Avcre  the  fame  for,  perhaps,  fome  hundreds  of  years  backwards  ;  and  it  was,  without  doubt, 
made  up  to  them  fome  other  way.  Yet  three-pence  halfpenny  for  a  fervant  may,  poflibly, 
enable  us  to  judge  pretty  nearly  of  what  fuch  an  one  could  live  on  in  our  days,  viz.  about  tea 
:pcnce  or  one  (hilling:  whereby  living  at  this  time  might,  poflibly,  be  about  twice  or  three 
^imes  cheaper  than  in  our  days ;  but,  if  they  were  dieted  by  th^  King,  tliey  were  very  well 
paid. 

^  That  between  p.  334  and  566  of  this  fame  eighteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  there  were, 
at  firft,  printed  the  Journals  of  Parliament  for  the  year   1625  ;  which,  being  contrary  to  a 
.^^^  ilanding  order  of  both  houfes,  were  therefore  immediately  fupprefled.     So  there  is  a  chafm 

between  thefe  two  pages. 

In  vol.  xviii.  p.  679,  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  King  Charles's  proclamation,  importing, 
•**  that  the  medium  allowance  for  every  failor  fliould  be  twenty  (hillings  per  month,  which 
**  till  now  was  but  fourteen  (hillings  ;  by  which  raean.s,  fays  this  record,  there  will  accrue  to 
"  every  ordinary  failor  fourteen  ihillings,  net  money,  per  month,  be(idcs  an  allowance  out 
**  of  it  of  four-pence  to  a  preacher,  two-pence  to  a  barber,  and  iii-pence  per  month  to  the 
"  cheft,  at  Chatham.  Whereas  the  ordinary  men  have  now  but  nine  (hillings  and  four-pence, 
^'  net,  per  month,  and  no  allowance  at  all  given  to  a  preacher.  Out  of  the  furplufage  of 
**  which  addition,  all  oflScers  wages  were  likewife  rcfpeftively  raifed ;  and  an  allowance  alfo 
'*  for  a  lieutenant  and  a  corporal. 

"  And  whereas  Queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  better  encouraging  of  the  building  of  (hips,  or- 
**  dered  an  allowance  of  five  (hillings  per  ton  for  every  (hip  built  above  the  burden  of  one 
**  hundred  tons ;  which  was  revived  by  King  James  :  King  Charles  hereby  allowed  five  (hil- 
**  lings  per  ton  for  every  (hip  that  (hall  be  built  of  two  hundred  tons  and  upwards. 

In  p.  728,  ibid.  King  Charles,  this  year,  fettles  two  hundred  pounds  yearly,  for  life,  on 
the  mafter  of  his  mufic,  and  forty  pounds  to  each  of  his  other  muficians. 

The  laft  mentioned  author  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  which  "he  wrote  chiefly  with  a  view  to 
iprqmotc  a  fettlemcnt  on  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  gives  us  a  Iketch  of  the  fi(hery  on  its 
banks,  in  which  he  fays,  "  the  ports  of  Pevon(hire  annually  employed  one  hundred  and  fifty 
"  (hips  ;  and  carried,"  as  at  this  day,  *•  their  fi(h  to  Spain  and  Italy.'*  It  feems  in  thofe  days, 
**  that  fiflicry  was  grievoufly  difturbed  by  pirates,  who  had,  in  a  few  years  before,  pillaged 
**  them  to  the  damage  of  forty  thoufand  pounds,  befides  the  lofs  of  one  hundred  pieces  of 
**  ordnance,  and  of  above  one  thoufand  five  hundred  mariners,  to  the  great  hinderance  of 
**  navigation."  In  anotliex  place  he  fays,  "  that  this  fi(hery  maintained  eight  thoufand  per- 
'*  fons  for  fix  months  in  Newfoundland,  and  fppported  many  thoufands  of  families  at  home, 
At  gs  well  their  own  families  ^s  thofe  employed  in  preparing  nets,  csdks^  viduals,  &c.  and  in 

••  repair- 
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1626  "  repairing  the  (hips  for  that  voyage.'*  The  judicious  Mr.  Wood,  the  prcfent  fccretary  to  the 
board  of  cuftoms,  in  his  Eflay  on  Trade,  firft  publilhed  in  the  year  17 18,  **  thinks,  that  one 
"  hundred  ycafs  before,  /.  e.  about  or  near  this  time,  we  had  upwards  of  two  hundred  Ihips 
**  annually  employed  in  this  fifhery,  when  we  furnifhed  alj  Europe  with  fifli." 

In  tliis  fame  year,  the  famous  Sir  Thomas  Herbert  failed  with  fix  (hips  for  the  Eaft  Indies, 
of  which,  andofPerfia,  Japan,  and  the  Moluccas,  he  gives  a  judicious  account,  for  the  time 
he  lived  in.  At  Ca(bin,  in  Perfia,  Sir  Robert  Shirley  and  Sir  Dudmore  Cotton,  the  two 
Engli(h  ambafladors,  with  whom  he  had  travelled,  both  died  \  and  he  returned  home  over 
land  through  Perfia. 

Mr.  James  Howell,  in  his  life  of  King  Louis  XIII.  of  France,  publilhed  in  the  year  1646, 
gives  us  an  edift  of  that  King,  in  this  year  1626,  which  prohibits  all  commerce  with  Eng- 
land; **  and  that  no  kind  of  grain,  wines,  or  pulfe  (hould  be  exported  to  England  ;  nor  from 
"  England  to  France  ;  nor  any  cloths,  ferges,  wools,  lead,  tin,  (luffs,  filk  (lockings,  &c." — 
By  this,  fays  Howell,  **  one  may  obferve  the  advantage  that  England  had  over  France,  in^ 
"  variety  and  fubdance  of  merchandize.** 

We  have  taken  particular  notice  of  this  circumdance,  in  this  place,  becaufe  were  we  ever  fo  ' 
much  at  peace  with  that  nation  in  our  days,  the  cafe  is  fo  widely  different  from  what  it  was  in ' 
the  year  1626,  that  they  would  take  none  of  thofe  articles  from  us  but  lead  and  tobacco  ;  and 
ihey  now  know  better  than  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  our  wool.  So  fluftuating  is  the 
courfe  of  tiade  in  this  and  many  more  indances  which  might  be  produced.  For  Cardinal 
Richlieu,  after  reducing  the  power  of  the  great  nobility  of  France,  earnedly  promoted  manu- 
fafluresand  maritime  commerce,  for  the  enriching  of  that  kingdom;  which  Morifotus,  in  his 
Orbis  Maritimus,  judly  calls  the  fplendor  of  kingdoms  whild  in  peace,  and  their  main  fup- 
port  in  w^ars.  **  Splendcr  regnorum  dum  quia  ejl^  fuUimentum  belli,  quo  ties  propagandi  imperii 
*'  cupido  erii.^* 

For  this  end  the  Cardinal  incorporated  a  (bciety  of  one  hundred  merchants  for  traffic,  both  • 
to  the  ead  and  well,  by  fca  and  land,  with  a  capital  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  livres ;  who  alfo 
engaged  to  lay  out  as  much  more  in  building  of  dout  Ihips  at  Morbihan,  near^Vannes,  in 
Bretagne,  where  this  company  erefted  warehoufes,  offices,  and  docks,  and  fo  many  dwelling 
houfes  as  made  a  good  town.  To  that  Company  alfo  he  committed  the  fole  trade  to- Canada 
colony,  which  they  very  foon  greatly  improved.  That  Cardinal,  indeed,  highly  merited  the 
dignity  conferred  oit  hinvof  Superintendant-gcncral  of  the  Commerce  and  Navigation,  and  of 
being  High  Admiral  of  France.  He  perfuaded  Louis  XIII.  to  lay  out  a  vad  fum  in  the  pur- 
chafe  of  (hips  in  Holland,  Denmark,  and  the  Hans  towns'^  for  the  proteflion  of  the  coads  ; 
the  rovers  of  Barbary  having  taken  or  dcdroyed  above  one  hundred  French  (hips,  and  made 
(laves  of  fonie  thoufands  of  their  people,  whereby  many  families  were  undone;  which  im- 
provements,- though  not  cfFe£led  fo  early  as  this  year  1626,-  vve  judged  might  be  mentioned 
with  great  propriety  in  this  place. 

King  Charles  I.  of  England  difagreeing  with  his  lad  Parliament,  concerning  the  grievances 
they  complained  of,  and  their  not  fettling  the  tonnage  and  poundage  duty  on  him  till  theic 
grievances  (hould  fird  be  redrefied ;  he  thereupon  fuddenly  diifolved  it.  Aiid,  in  this  fame 
year  ^626,  we  find  in  the  eighteenth  volume,  p;  737,  of  the  Foedera,  he,  by  his  own  fole 
authority,  dire£ts  the  cudoms,  fubfidies,  and  impods  on  merchandize,  both  exported  and  im- 
ppttcd,^  to  be  coUeftcd  as.  uCual  in  the  manner  they  were  colleded  at  his  father's  deatlj. 
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1626  •  In  p.  741,  ibid.  King  Charles  I.  direfts  a  commifiion  to  the  officers  of  his  mint»  "  for  hii 
**  money  to  be  coined  of  the  fame  finencfs  as  before,  viz.  filvcr,  of  eleven  ounces  two  pcnny- 
**  weights  fine ;  crown  gold  of  twenty-two  carrats  fine  ;  and  angel  gold  to  be,  as  already  it  is, 
"  of  twenty-three  carrats  three  and  two-thirds  grains  fine:  alfo  that  a  pound  weight  of  filvcr 
**  fhall  make  in  current  money  three  pounds  ten  fhillings  and  "fix-pence.  And  that  the  pound 
**  weight  of  crown  gold  fhall  make  in  current  money  forty-four  pounds  by  tale,  of  fuch  pieces 
**  of  gold  as  are  now  ufually  coined  of  that  finenefs.'*  This  was  an  unaccountable  direftion, 
to  have  two  fets  of  gold  coins  of  different  fincnefs  and  purity,  in  which,  however,  he  imitated 
his  father,  and  alfo  to  coin  his  filver  money  lighter  than  before ;  of  which  wc  fhall  fhortly  treat 
more  at  large. 

King  Charles  being  determined  to  raifc  what  money  he  wanted  without  being  beholden  for 
it  to  a  Parliament,  we  find,  in  the  eighteenth  volume,  p.  771,  &c.  of  the  Fcedcra,  that  he 
granted  a  commifiion  to  the  Lord-treafurer  and  other  great  officers  of  State,  "  to  fell  or  grant 
**  in  fee-farm,  or  for  term  of  lives  or  years,  in  poflefRon  or  in  rcverfion,  all  or  any  of  his 
*'  honours^  manors,  old  caftles,  forefls,  chaces,  parks,  lands,  tenements,  woods,  &c.  both  in 
**  the  furvey  of  the  Exdiequer,  and  in  the  Dutchy  of  Lancaflcr ;  as  well  fuch  as  were  held  by 
•*  copy,  as  by  leafe,  cuflody,  &c."  The  King  had  run  himfelf  deeply  in  arrear,  for  fitting 
out  his  late  fleets  with  land  forces,  &c.  againft  Spain :  there  was  alfo  a  confiderable  debt  at 
his  father's  death;  and  he  had  already  mortgaged  to  the  city  of  London,  in  its  corporate  ca- 
pacity, divers  manors,  lands,  tenements.  He, — Thus  did  this  King  mofl  improvidently  for 
himfelf,  and  his  fucceflbrs  (though,  perhaps,  not  inaufpicioufly  for  the  liberties  of  the  people) 
divefl  himfelf  of  a  mofl  royal  cflate  and  revenue  in  lands  :  an  eflate  which  had  ever  been  the 
principal  independent  fupport  of  the  yearly  ei:pence  of  our  Kings  and  their  houfhold  in  times 
of  peace. 

In  p.  793  and  807,  of  the  fame  volume,  that  King,  in  two  feparate  commiffions,  apJ)oints 
an  envoy  to  the  piratical  flates  of  Barbary,  and  to  the  town  cff  Sallee,  to  treat  of  the  redemp- 
tion of  Englifh  captives,  and  alfo  of  peace  and  commerce  with  them.  For  which  purpofes  he 
carried  with  him  all  the  Moors  who  had  been  made  prifoners  by  the  Englifh,  as  alfo  four  brafs 
and  two  iron  cannons,  with  ammunition,  &c.  as  prefents:  a  metliod  early  praftifed  by  all 
other  Chriflian  States  in  treating  with  thofe  people,  to  fupply  them  with  weapons  for  their 
own  deflruftion. 

It  being  near  Chriflmas,  TCing  Charles,  ibid.  p.  798,  again  enjoins  the  nobility,  &c.  to 
withdraw  from  London,  for  keeping  hofpitality  at  their  feats  in  the  country. 

The  French  having  in  this  year  feized  on  the  Englifh  merchant  fhips  in  divers  ports  of 
France,  by  way  of  reprifal  for  three  French  fhips  lately  taken  by  the  Englifh  fhips  of  war; 
and  likewife  on  account  of  certain  older  pretended  claims  on  England,  amounting  in  all  to 
twenty-five  thoufand  pounds  flerling;  King  Charles,  in  this  fame  year,  grants  a  commifiion 
for  feizing  on  all  the  French  cfFefts  in  the  Englifh  ports,  by  way  of  counter- reprifal.  Fcedera, 
vol.  xviii.  p.  802.  ' 

11627  Ibid,  p.  813,  a  proclamation  of  King  Charles  was  ilTued,  importing,  "  that  the  pra'ftice  of 
"  making  faltpetre  in  England,  by  digging  up  the  floors  of  dwelhng-houfes,  dove-houfes» 
"  flables,  &c.  tended  too  much  to  the  grievance  of  his  fubjefls."  He  had  been  of  another 
mind  in  the  preceding  year,  as  we  have  feen.  *•  And  that,  notwithflanding  all  the  trouble 
**  and  charge  attending  this  method,  the  undertakers  could  never  yet  furnifh  this  realm  with 
<*  one  third  part  of  die  faltpetre  requifite,  efpecially  in  time  of  war,  when  moft  wanted  :  the 

*•  earth 
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1627  "  earth  of  itfcif  not  being  able  to  engender  the  matter  whereof  faltpetre  is  made,  in  many 
**  years,  without  the  aid  of  artificial  means  for  enriching  the  earth  :  and  yet,  tlie  neccffity  of 
*<  the  prefent  times  requires  fo  much  to  be  made  as  would  fo  inipoverilh  the  earth,  that  in  a 
"  Ihort  time  we  (hould  be  utterly  defthute  of  that  ineflimable  treafure.  Whereupon  Sir  John 
^^  Brooke,  and  Thomas  Rufleil,  Efq;  have  propofed  to  us,  to  make  fuch  quantities  of  falt- 
*'  petre  as  our  realms  Ihall  want,  and  alfo  to  fuppiy  foreign  nations  therewith,  by  a  new  in- 
*'  vention  of  their  own,  of  which  they  have  given  demonftrative  proof,  and  for  which  he  had 
•'  already  granted  them  an  exclufive  patent.  And  as  thofe  patentees  now  want  nothing  but 
*'  leave  to  colleft  a  fufficient  quantity  of  urine  for  their  faid  manufafture  of  faltpetre,  at  their 
**  own  charge ;  the  King  therefore  commands  all  his  fubjefts  of  London  and  Weftminfter, 
•*  &c,  near  to  the  place  where  the  faid  patentees  have  already  ereSed  a  work  for  the  making 
**  of  faltpetre,  that,  after  notice  given  to  them  refpeftively,  they  carefully  keep  in  proper  vef- 
**  fels  all  human  urine,  throughout  the  whole  year,  and  alfo  as  much  of  that  of  bcafts  as  can 
**  be  favcd,  for  the  patentees  to  carry  away  from  time  to  time." 

Another  proclamation,  ilfiJ.  p.  822,  comes  out  from  tliat  King  againft  the  eating  of  flefh  in 
Lent,  and  on  other  fifh-days. 

And  that  King  now  iflucs  a  commiflion  of  enquiry  into  nuifances  in  and  near  London ; 
**  fuch  as  ftalls,  flaughter-houfes,  brew-houfes,  fmiths  forges,  brick  kilns,  coach  houfcs,  tal- 
^  low  chandlers,  links,  vaults,  dunghills,  layftalls,  garbage,  broken  pavements,  inmates  in 
**  houfes  crowding  the  fiime,  &c.  and  for  redrelEng  of  all  fuch-like  diforders."  Foedera, 
vol.  xviii.  p.  827,  &c. 

And,  ihid.  p.  831,  King  Charles  commiffions  certain  Aldermen,  &c.  of  London,  **  to 
**  fejze  all  foreign  tobacco,  not  of  the  growth  of  Virginia  or  Bermudas,  for  his  benefit,  agree- 
**  able  to  a  former  commiflion  :  alfo  to  buy  up,  for  his  ufe,  all  the  tobacco  coming  from  our 
•'  faid  plantations,  and  to  fell  the  fame  again,  for  his  benefit.*' 

In  the  fame  month,  ibid,  p.  818,  King  Charles  publifhcs  his  permiflion  of  fifty  thou- 
fand  pounds  weight  of  Spanifh  tobacco  to  be  imported ;  but  then  it  was  to  be  all  bought  by 
himfelf,  and  again  fold  out  to  his  fubjefts.  He  direfts,  "  that  the  faid  Spanilh  tobacco,  and 
**  alfo  all  the  Virginia  and  Somer  Ifles  tobacco,  Ihall  be  imported  into  the  port  of  London 
**  only,  and  marked  likewife  with  three  different  feals  or  ftamps.  Moreover,,  as  great  quan- 
**  titles  of  tobacca  were  ftill  fown  in  England,  contrary  to  law,  he  now  renews  the  former 
**  prohibition  of  planting  the  fame  in  England." 

IbiJ.  p.  853,  King  Charles  grants,  **  a  commiflion  to  Captain  John  Hall,  to  command 
"  four  Ihips  and  a  pinnace  for  next  year's  voyage  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  under  the  direftion  of 
*'^  the  Englifh  Company  of  Merchants  of  London  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies."  This  was  only 
a  matter  of  form  :  but  he  further  **  earneftly  jyohibits  all  his  other  fubjefts,  excepting  the  faid 
**  Company,  from  reforting  to  India,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  fliips  and  cargoes  ;  half 
*■*  to  the  King,  the  other  half  to  the  Company,  purfuant  to  King  James's  charter  to  ttiat 
"  Company,  dated  the  thirty-firft  of  May,  in  the  feventh  year  of  his  reign. 'V 

And  King  James  having,  in  the  year  1617,  granted  letters-patent  to  the  Englifh  Eaft  India 
Company,  to  export  to  India  all  fuch  foreign  coin  and  bullion  as  they  fhould  firft  import  from 
beyond  fea,  fo.as  the  fame  fhould  not  exceed  the  fum  of  one  hundred  thoufand  |iounds  in  any 
one  year;  King  Charles  *'  now  grants  a  licence  to  that  Company,  that,  in  confidcration  of 
«*  the  prefent  prohibition  of  commerce  with  Spain,  wheieby  they  are  difabled  from  procuring 
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1627  *'  the  quantity  of  filver  they  yearly  want,  they  may,  in  their  next  voyage  only,  export  thirty 
thoufand  pounds  in  foreign  gold,  in  lieu  of  fo  much  filver." 

//'/V.  p.  856,  that  King  iflues  a  new  "proclamation  againft  thefurnifhing  of  Spain  with 
"  provifions,  ammunition,  or  materials  for  fliipping  of  any  kind  ;  the  King  of  Spain  and  the 
**  Archduke,'*  fays  our  King,  *'  having  previoufly  iflucd  like  orders  on  their  part  with  refpeft 
*'  to  our  dominions." 

Alfo,  Ibid,  p.  861,  King  Charles  giants  frefli  letters  of  reprifal  in  behalf  of  fuch  of  his 
fuhjefts  as  have  had  their  (hips  and  merchandize  taken  by  tlie  French  :  "  no  rcdrefs  having 
*'  been  obtained,  though  often  demanded."  The  fame  reprifals  were  again  granted  on  the 
twentieth  of  April  following.     Page  887. 

In  p.  862,  ibid.  King  Charles  appoints  Sir-Pcter  Wyche  to  be  his  ambaflador  to  the  Grand 
Seignior,  Sultan  Moratt,  with  tke  cuftomary  powers  of  4iis  appointing  confuJs  in  the  fevcral 
ports  of  Turkey,  &c. 

To  what  we  have  this  year  exhibited  from  the  Foedera  concerning  King  Charles's  quarrel 
with  his  brother-in-law  King  Louis  XIII.  we  Ihall  here  add,  that  Louis,  not  only  detaining 
the  feven  Englifli  fhips,  lent  to  him,  but  alfo  employing  them  againft  his  Protcftant  fubjefts, 
raifed  a  great  clamour  in  England  :  whereupon  King  Charles  feized  on  feveral  French  fhips  in 
Englilh  ports ;  and  Louis,  on  the  other  fide,  feized  on  no  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty 
Englilh  fhips  in  his  ports.  King^ Charles  alfo  now  fent  home  all  his  Queen's  French  fcrvants; 
.and,  in  fine,  publifhed  a  declaration  of  war  againft  France,  wherein  he  accufed  Louis  of 
breach  of  articles  with  his  Proteftant  fubjefts,  and  of  blocking  up  their  towns  and  ports;  for 
whofe  relief  at  Rochelle  he,  this  fame  year,  had  fent  out  the  Earl  of  Denbigh  with  thirty 
fhips  of  war ;  but,  being  too  late  in  the  year,  he  was  driven  back  by  ftormy  weather. 

We  have  before  related  from  the  Foed-era,  that  King  Charles  I.  was  fo  ill  advifcd,  as,  for 
his  private  gain,  to  diredl  the  nominal  value  of  his  coin  to  be  raifed  above  its  intrinfic  value, 
.by  coinmg  the  pound  weight  of  filver  into  three  pounds  ten  fliillings  and  fix-pence  by  tale,  by 
which  regulation  he  was  to  gain  eight  fhillings  and  fix-pence  on  every  pound  weight  of  filver. 
His  Privy  Council,  however,  w^ere  fomewhat  doubtful  of  the  prudence  of  this  meafurc  • 
wiiereupon  tlie  famous  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  being  excellently  well  fki lied  in  the  knowledge  of 
fuch  matters,  and  of  the  precedents  of  former  reigns,  was  ordered  to  lay  his  opinion  before 
the  Board ;  which  was  greatly  to  his  reputation.  For,  in  a  fet  fpeech  at  that  Board,  after- 
wards printed  with  his  other  pofthumous  pieces,  in  the  year  1651,  he  moft  judicioufly  dif- 
. played  *'  the  great  difcredit  as  well  as  real  lofs  which  would  thereby  redound  to  the  King  hira- 
*^  felf,  as  well  as  to  the  whole  realm.  He  fhewed,  that  the  Roman  empire  kept  up  the  purity 
**  of  the  ftandard  of  their  coin  until  the  loofc  times  of  Commodus,  when  excefs  of  expence 
"  introduced  neceffity,  and  that  brought  on  the  altering  of  the  ftandard  :  and  that  the  Majef- 
*<  ty  of  that  empire  gradually  declined  with  the  gradual  alteration  of  their  coin.  So  that, 
"  there  is  no  furer  fymptom  of  a  confumption  in  any  State  than  the  corruption  of  their 
**  money." 

Coming,  in  the  courfe  of  his  work,  to  fpeak  of  our  own  Princes,  he  fhews  **  the  difrcpu- 
*«  talion  which  fell  on  King  Henry  VI.  by  not  only  abating  the  quantity  of  bullion  in  his 
*«  coins,  though  ftill  preferving  the  nominal  value,  but  likewife  debafing  them,  by  direfting 
**  the  praftice  of  alchymy,  as  they  termed  it,  in  his  mint.  That  King  Henry  VI f  I.  fell  into 
**  the  fame  bad  meafures."  As  is. fully  fhewn  in  our  introduftiorL.  **  And  that  his  daughter 
-**  Queen  Elizabeth  was  moft  wifely  advifcd  by  her  Treafurer  Burleigh,  aud  by  Sir  Thomas 

**  Smith. 
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16x7.  "  Smith,  that  it  would  be  for  the  honour  of  the  crown  and  the  true  weahh  of  herftlf  and 
**  people,  to  bring  back  the  ftandard  of  the  coins  to  the  ancient  parity  and  purity  of  her  great 
"  grandfather  King  Edward  IV.     In  the  next  place,  he  judicioully  (hews,  that  as  coin  or 
"  money  was  devifed  as  a  rate  and  meafure  of  merchandize  and  manufafture,  if  that  raeafure 
^  be  rendered  mutable,  no  man  can  tell  what  he  hath  or  what  he  oweth  ;  and  no  contraft  can 
**  be  certain.     That  Princes  are  guarantees  to  their  people  for  the  juftnefs  of  their  coin,  and 
**  mull  not  fufFer  their  faces  to  warrant  falfliood.     That  this  propofal  now  on  the  anvil  would 
«*  take  away  the  tenth  part  of  every  man's  due  debt  in  rent.     That,  by  coining  the  (hilling 
«'  with  lefs  filver  in  it  than  before,  a  proportionably-lefs  quantity  of  any  goods  or  merchan- 
**  dize  will  be  fold  for  it.     That  the  Nethcrlanders  will,  with  our  prefent  good  coins,  re-coin 
"  with  the  King's  (lamp,  and  import  on  us  the  newly  enhanced  coin.     That  if  men  ftall  re- 
"  ceive  in  the  propofed  nominal  fliillings  and  pouilds  a  lefs  proportion  of  (liver  and  gold  than 
"  they  did  before  this  projefted  alteration,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  pay  for  what  they  buy  at  a 
"  rate  enhanced,  it  muft  caft  upon  all  a  double  lofs.     What  the  King  will  fufFer  by  it  in  the 
«*  rents  of  his  lands  is  demonftrated  enough  by  the  alterations  fince  the  eighteenth  year  of 
««  King  Edward  III."  in  1344,  *'  when  all  the  revenue  came  into  the  receipt, . ponc/erc  et  nu-- 
"  mero,  at  the  rate  of  five  groats  per  ounce ;  which,  lince  that  time,  by  the  feveral  changes 
'*  of  the  ftandard,  is  come  to  five  (hillings ;  whereby  the  King  hath  loft  two-thirds  of  his  re- 
"  venue.     And  the  like  in  his  cuftoms  and  other  receipts.     And,  as  the  King  will  lofe  a 
**  fourteenth  part  in  all  the  filver,  and  a  twenty-fifth  part  in  all  the  goldhe  (hall  receive,  fo 
"  likewifc  will  the  nobility  and  gentry  in  all  their  former  fettled  rents,  annuities,  penfions, 
*'  and  loans.     The  like  alfo  will  fall  upon  the  labourers  and  workmen  in  their  ftatute  wages  : 
«  and  as  their  receipts  will  hereby  be  leflened,  fo  their  i(rues  will  be  increafed  by  raifing  the 

**  prices  of  all  things.     It  will  lay  the  lofs  upon  ourfelves  and  the  profit  on  our  enemies  ; 

"  fince  all  our  prefent  good  money  will  hereby  be  exported  for  bullion,  our  own  goldfmiths 
"  being  their  brokers.  This  enfeebling  of  the  coin  is  but  a  (hort  lived  (hift,.  hke  drink  to  one 
"  in  a  dropfy,  to  make  him  fwell  the  more.  But  the  State  was  never  thoroughly  cured,  as  we 
*«  faw  by  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  time,  and  the  late  Queen's,  until  the  coin  was  made  up 
**  again. 

This  moft  judicious  and  feafonable  remonftrance  was  fo  well  approved  of,  that  this  projeft 
was  entirely  fet  afide.  We  (hall,  neverthclefs,  feventy  years  later  than  this  time,  fee  fo  per- 
nicious a  propofal  again  ftarted  to  King  William's  Minifters  ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  re- 
monftrance of  another  great  man,  the  famous  John  Lock,  Efq;  who  poflibly  might  have  been 
originally  indebted  for  the  fame  juft  notions  to  this  fpeech  of  Sir  Robert  Cotton's,  feemed  in 
a  fair  way  of  being  received. 

In  this  fecond  year,  therefore,  of  King  Charles  I.  a  pound  weight  of  gold,  of  the  old  ftand- 
ard of  twenty-three  carrats,  three  and  one-half  grains,  fine,  and  half  a  grain  allay,  was  coined 
into  forty-four  pounds  ten  (hillings  by  tale,  viz.  into  rofe  rials,  of  thirty  (hillings ;  fpur  rials, 
of  fifteen  (hillings;  and  angels,  often  (hillings  :  and  a  pound  weight  of  another  ftandard,  viz. 
of  twenty-two  carats  fine,  and  two  carats  allay,  called  crown  gold,  into  forty-one  pounds  by 
tale,  viz.  into  units,  of  twenty  (hillings ;  double  crowns,  ten  (hillings ;  and  Britilh  crowns, 
five  (hillings.  And  a  pound  weight  of  filver,  of  the  old  ftandard  of  eleven  ounces,  two  penny 
•  weights,  fine,  into  fixty-two  (hillings,  by  tale;  namely,  into  crowns,  half  crowns,  (hillings^ 
fix-penccs,  two-pences,  pence,  and  halfpence. 
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1627       In  the  fame  vol.  xviii.  p.  870,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find  the  following  catalogue  of  patents 
for  new  projefts,  in  this  year,  all  for  fourteen  years,  cxclufive,  viz. 

I.  "  A  patent  to  Lord  D'Acre,  and  two  others,  for  the  fole  making  of  fteel,  according  to 
**  the  invention  of  Thomas  Letfome,  one  of  the  faid  patentees. 

II.  **  To  Sir  John  Hacket  and  Oftavius  de  Strada,  for  rendering  of  fea  coal  and  pit  coal  as 
**  ufeful  as  charcoal,  for  burning  in  houfes,  without  offence  by  the  fmell  or  fmoke,  accord- 
*'  ing  to  their  invention. 

III.  *'  To  Thomas  Roufc  and  Abraham  Cullyn,  for  the  fole  making  of  ftone  pots,  jugs, 
*'  and  bottles,  according  to  their  new  invention. 

Alfo  (IV.  and  V.)  "  One  for  draining  of  water  out  of  mines,  &c.  and  another  for  making 
*'  of  guns,  great  and  fmall." 

About  this  time,  fays  the  ingenious  author  of  Caribbeana,  (late  Attorney-general  of  Bar- 
badoes)  printed  at  London,  in  the  year  1741,  in  two  quarto  volumes,  the  fugar  trade  of  Eng- 
knd  had  its  rife  in  the  firft  fcttlement  of  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  the  mother  of  all  the  fugar 
colonies.  Yet,  till  feveral  years  after  this  time,  the  Portuguefe  fupplied  moft  parts  of  Europe 
with  Brafil  fugars.  Others,  we  have  feen,  make  the  firft  planting  on  Barbadoes  to  have  been 
twelve  years  earlier.  Xigon,  the  oiherwife  accurate  author  of  the  hiftory  of  Barbadoes,  has  left 
a  blank  in  that  work,  for  the  year  when  Sir  William  Courten  firft  difcovered  that  fine  ifland; 
though  it  is  certain  it  was  before  the  death  of  King  James  I.  Yet  planting  of  tobacco,  which 
Ligon  reckons  the  very  worft  he  ever  faw,  together  with  their  ginger  and  cotton  wool,  was  all 
the  trade  that  Barbadoes  carried  on  till  about  the  year  1642,  when  they  firft  planted  fugar 
canes,  as  will  be  ken  in  its  proper  place. 

At  this  time,  according  to  a  pamphlet,  tranflated  from  the  Frencli^  in  the  year  1664,  en- 
titled, A  Treatife  touching  the  Eaft  India  trade,  when  the  French  Eaft  India  Company  was 
firft  eftabliflied,  Guftavus  Adolphus,  King  of  Sweden,  ifliied  his  letters-patent,  for  inviting 
his  people  to  form  a  Swedilh  Eaft  India  Company  :  but  the  war  in  Germany  and  that  great 
King's  death,  a  few  years  after,  prevented  the  accomplilhment  of  that  dcfign. 

In  the  eighteenth  volume,  p.  896,  of  the  Foedcra,  we  have  a  proclamation  from  King 
Charles  I.  which  will,  in  part,  fliew  the  nature  of  the  London  goldfmiths  bufinefs  at  this  time; 
„and,  partly  alfo,  the  exifting  ftate  of  our  Enghfli  filver  and  gold  coins. 

*'  Whereas  the  exchange  of  all  manner  of  gold  and  filver,  current  in  monies,  or  otherwife, 
**  as  the  buying,  felling,  and  exchanging  of  all  manner  of  bullion  in  fpecies  of  foreign  coins, 
•*  billets,  ingots,  &c.  fine,  refined,  or  allayed,  howfoever,  being  fit  for  our  mint,  hath 
•«  ever  been,  and  ought  to  be,  our  fole  right,  as  part  of  our  prerogative  royal,  and  ancient 
*«  revenue;  wherein  none  of  our  fubjcfts,  of  what  trade  or  quality  foever,  ought  at  all,  with- 
**  out  our  fpecial  licence,  to  intermeddle,  the  fame  being  prohibited  by  divers  afls  of  Parlia- 
^'  mem  and  proclamations,  both  ancient  and  modern.  And  whereas  ourfelf,  and  divers  of 
^'  our  royal  prcdeceflTors,  have,  for  fonie  time  paft,  tolerated  a  promifcuous  kind  of  liberty  to 
*'  all,  but  efpecially  to  feme  of  the  myftery  and  trade  of  goldfmiths  in  London,  and  clfcwhere, 
*'  not  only  to  make  the  faid  exchanges,  but  to  buy  and  fell  all  manner  of  bullion  :  and  from 
-**  thence  fome  of  them  have  grown  to  that  licentioufnefs,  that  they  have  for  divers  years  pre- 
**  fumed,  for  their  private  gain,  to  fort  and  weigh  all  forts  of  money  current  within  our  realm, 
**  to  the  end  to  cull  out  the  old  and  new  monies,  which,  either  by  not  wearing  or  by  any 
•**  other  accident,  are  weightier  than  the  reft ;  which  weightieft  monies  have  not  only  been 
■**  jnoltcn  down,  for  the  making  of  plate,  &c,  but  even  traded  in  and  fold  to  merchant-ftran- 

"  gers, 
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1627  **  gers,  &c.  who  have  exported  the  feme  ;  whereby  the  confumption  of  coins  has  been  greatly 

"  occafioned,  as  alfo  the  railing  of  the  filver  even  of  our  own  monies  to  a  rate  above  what 

"  they  arc  truly  current  for;  by  reafon  whereof  no  filver  can  be  brought  up  to  our  mint,  but 

^*  to  the  iofs  of  the  bringers,  &c.     For  the  reforming  of  all  which  abufes,  we  have,  by  the 

^'  advice  of  our  privy  council^  determined  to  reftime  our  faid  right,  for  our  own  profit,  and 

**  the  good  of  the  realm  :  and,  for  this  end,  we  do  how  appoint  Henry  Earl  of  Holland,  and 

*'  his  deputies,  to  have  the  office  of  our  changes,  exchanges,  and  out  changes  whatfoever,  in 

**  England,  Wales,  and  Ireland.     And  we  do  hereby  ftriftly  charge  and  command,  that  no 

*'  goldfrnith,  nor  other  perfon  whatfoever,  other  than  the  faid  Earl  of  Holland,  do  prefume 

**  to  change,   &c.  (as  above)  and  as   the  following  articles  do  more  fully  direft,  in  fub- 

**  ftance,  viz. 

Firfl  and  Second,  **  None,  without  our  fpecial  licence,  fhall  tranfport  to  foreign  parts  any 
**  gold  or  filver,  in  coin,  plate,  or  bullion  ;  as  by  ftatute  of  the  ninth  of  King  Edward  HI. 
**  and  the  fecond  of  King  Henry  IV. 

Third,  "  None  fhall  prefume  to  melt  down  the  current  coins  of  our  kingdom,  nor  to  cull 
*'  and  fort  from  the  reft  any  of  their  weightier  monies. 

Fourth,  '*  None  but  our  faid  changer,  and  his  deputies,  fhall  receive  or  take,  by  way  of 
**  payment  or  exchange,  direftly  or  indireftly,  for  any  fpecies  of  foreign  coin,  or  other  gold 
**  or  filver,  more  than  the  rates  which  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  given  or  allowed  for  the 
**  fame  at  our  mint  or  exchange. 

Fifth,  **  To  prevent  the  frauds  of  goldfmiths  againfl  the  ftatute  of  the  eighteenth  of  Queen 
**  Elizabeth,  all  goldfmiths,  on  the  fale  of  any  plate,  fhall  deliver  a  ticket,  with  his  name  or 
*'  mark,  to  the  buyer,  expreflTing  the  day  of  fale,  the  weight  of  fuch  plate,  and  the  value  or 
**  rate  of  the  gold  or  filver  apart,  and  alfo  the  value  and  rate  of  the  falhion  apart,  by  which 
*'  may  appear  at  what  rate  the  one  or  the  other  was  valued,  &c. 

Sixth,  •*  In  every  piece  of  gold  current  for  thirty  fhillings,  twenty  fhillings,  fifteen  fhillings, 
**  ten  fhillings,  five  fhillings,  and  two  fhillings  and  fixpence,  the  abatement  fhall  not  exceed 
**  four  grains  and  a  half  for  thirty  fhilling  pieces,  three  grains,  two  grains  and  a  half,  two 
**  grains,  one  grain,  and  half  a  grain,  for  the  other  refpedive  pieces.  Which  feveral  gold 
**  coins  wanting  no  more,  fhall  pafs  current,  as  if  of  full  weight  and  value:  but  if  they  want 
**  refpeflively  more  in  weight  than  the  faid  feveral  refpeftive  abatements,  then  they  fhall  not 
^  be  current ;  but  fhall  be  brought  to  our  exchanges  or  mint,  to  be  melted  down,  and  made 
**  into  new  coin. 

Seventh,  **  No  falfe  or  deceitful  ftuff  or  manufafture  of  gold  or  filver,  lefs  in  finenefs  than 
**  our  money  of  gold  and  filver,  fliall  be  made,  fold,  or  imported.  Yet  this  order  fhall  not 
**  reftrainany  fubjeft  from  importing  of  bullion  from  beyond-fea,  to  be  carried  to  our  mini 
'^^  to  be  coined.  Qoldfmiths,  however,  may  continue,  agreeable  to  the  franchifes,  &c.  granted 
^*  to  them  by  charters  from  us  and  our  predeceflbrs,  to  buy  any  gold  or  filver  in  plate,  or  other 
**  manufafture,  as  heretofore,  fo  as  the  fame  be  bought  or  exchanged  only  to  make  plate,  or 
**  other  manufafture  ;  and  that  they  do  not  give  a  higher  rate  for  the  fame  than  the  rate  of  our 
*'  mint;  and  tliat,  under  colour  thereof,  tlicy  do  not  buy,  exchange,  or  intermeddle  with 
**  any  foreign  fpecies  of  money,  or  other  bullion,  cither  foreign  or  of  our  own  produce;  all 
"•'  which  ought  to  be  carried  to  and  coined  at  our  mint." 

In  the  fame  year  1627,  Foedera,  vol.  xviii.  p.  904,  King  Charles  direfts  a  fpecial  commif- 
iioa  of  lords  and  gentlemen,    •'  for  fix  (luips  of  war  to  be  fitted  out,  viz.  three  of  three  hun- 
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1627  **  dred  tons  each,  and  three  of  two  hundred  tons  burthen,  for  the  guard  of  the  northern  fca* 
*•  coafts  of  England  from  foreign  enemies,  whereby  trade  was  much  interrupted,  and  the  citjr 
"  of  London,,  and  other  parts  of  our  kingdom,  much  damaged,  for  want  of  coals  and  other 
•*  commodities,  ufually  tranfported  from  Newcaftle  upon  Tyne  and  Sunderland,  to  London, 
"  and  parts  adjacent,  and  to  moft  other  parts  of  our  dominions.  And,  forbearing  the  expcnce 
*'  of  this  armament,  the  King,  befide  the  forfeitures  of  recufants  convift,  hereby  appropriates 
**  a  voluntary  offer  made  by  the  owners  of  coal-fits  and  the  fellers  of  coals,  to  be  carried  from 
**  thofe  two  towns,  either  by  fca  or  land,  of  fix-pence  on  every  chaldron  of  coals." 
Here  we  may  very  naturally  obfervc, 

Firft,  What  a  poor  armament  this  was,  for  the  King  to  appoint  a  fpecial  commiffion  of 
lords  and  gentlemen  to  get  it  ready. 

Secondly,  There  is  no  other  place  therein  named  in  the  faid  commiffion  but  Newcaftle 
and  Sunderland  for  the  coal-trade. 

Thirdly,  That  this  new  town  of  Sunderland  was  by  this  time  grown  up  to  be  of  fome  con* 
fequencc,  although  in  Camden's  Britannia,  written  but  twenty  years  before,  itwas  not  deemed 
worthy  of  a  bare  mention. 

Fourthly,  That,  by  this  time,  the  coal-trade  from  thofe  parts  to  London,  and  other  fouth- 
crn  parts,  was  become  very  confiderable. 

Laftly,  That  although  this  King  had  many  good  fhips  of  his  owrr,  for  thofe  times,  yet 
they  were  all  laid  up  at  Chatham  and  Portfmouth ;  he  having  no  funds  for  employing  them 
againft  his  foreign  enemies,  who  were  probably  privateers  from  the  Spanifti  Netherlands. 

Notwithftanding  the  patent  of  the  preceding  year,  for  the  new  way  of  making  faltpetre  from 
urine,  for  which  an  office  had  been  erefted  in  Southwark,  and  notwithftanding  King  Charlcs^^s 
declaration,  that  the  former  way  of  keeping  of  floors  digged  up,  &c.  was  fo  troublefome  to  his 
fubjefts,  yet  fo  unftable  was  he,  that,  in  this  fame  year  1627,  vol.  xviii.  p.  915,  of  the  Foedera, 
we  find  him  again  renewing  all  his  former  orders  and  direftions  of  the  year  1625,  ^^^  keeping 
the  floors  of  dove-houfes,  ftables,  &c.  free  from  fand,  gravel,  &c.  for  the  growth  of  the  mine 
or  material  of  faltpetre,  as  before.  And,  p.  918,  he  gives  a  commiffion  to  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, &c.  *•  That,  by  reafon  of  the  extraordinary  need  there  was  then  of  faltpetre  for  gun- 
**  powder,  they  caufe,  enter,  break  open,  and  work  for  faltpetre,  as  well  within  houfes,  lands, 
•*  &c.  of  us,  as  of  our  fubjefts  ;  and  to  ufe  all  fuch  ground,  earthy  walls,  and  water,  as  fhall 
**  be  rcquifite  for  that  purpofe.  And  alfo  to  take  carriages  and  carts  for  the  lame,  at  theprice^ 
**  of  four-pence  per  mile  per  cart;  the  empty  veflel  to  be  re-carried  gratis,  as  formerly.  Alfo 
*'  to  take  fea-coal  and  wood-afties,  at  reafonable  prices  ;  as  alfo  work-houfes,  barns,  yards^ 
**  &c.  for  working  the  mine  of  faltpetre,  at  reafonable  rates,  ice  J* 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  920,  that  King  ifliied  a  new  proclamation  concerning  tobacco,  muck 
in  the  ftile  of  his  own  and  his  father's  former  ones,  and  for  the  fole  monopoly  thereof. 

Firft,  "  He  enjoins  the  plucking  up  of  all  tobacco  growing  in  England  and  Ireland,  and 
*'  ftriftly  forbids  the  planting  any  more. 

Secondly,  «'  None  fhall  hereafter  import  any  Spanifti  or  other  foreign  tobacco,  without  the 
**  King's  fpecial  commiffion. 

Thirdly,  "  And,  becaufe  fuch  foreign  tobacco  fliould  not  be  uttered  under  the  pretence  of 
*•  being  the  tobacco  of  Virginia  and  the  Somer  Ifles,  and  other  Englilh  colonies,  and  that 
«*  the  planters  in  his  faid  colonies  may  not  give  themfelves  over  to  the  planting  of  tobacco 
«'  only,  and  negleft  to  apply  themfelves  to  folid  commodities,  fit  for  the  eftablilhing  of  colo- 
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1627  **  nics,  which  will  utterly  deftroy  thefe  and  all  other  plantations  ;  from  henceforth  no  tobacco, 
-*'  e%'en  of  our  own  colonies,  fhall  be  imported,  without  our  own  fpecial  licence  :  and  what 
"**  fhall  be  fo  imported,  fhall  be  delivered  to  our  ufe,  upon  fuch  reafonable  price  as  fhall  be 
**  agreed  on. 

Fourthly,  **  No  pcrfon  fhall  henceforth  buy  any  tobacco  here  but  from  our  commiflioners  : 
**  which  tobacco  fhall  be  fealed  or  flampcd  ;  and,  when  fold  again,  a  note  fhall  be  made,  ex- 
**  preffing  the  time  when  bought,  and  the  quantity  and  quality  thereof.'* 

In  the  fame  eighteenth  volume,  p.  932,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles  iffues  the  following 
cleclaration,  viz. 

**  Whereas  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  by  reafon  of  the  peace  and  plenty  it  hath  of  late  en- 
**  joyed,  is  fo  florcd  with  profitable  commodities  and  merchandizes,  that  they  have  not  only 
**  enough  for  their  own  ufe,  but  alfo  for  exportation  : 

**  And  whereas  the  Irifh  exported  commodities  arc  fuch  as  are  ufually  or  moftly  carried  to 
^  countries  not  in  league  or  friendfliip  with  us:"  meaning  Spain  and  Portugal,  *'  for  the  in- 
•**  creafe,  therefore,  of  our  revenue,  we  have  thought  fit  to  raife  a  higher  and  greater  impofi- 
**  tion  or  increafe  of  fubfidy  on  the  goods  therein  fpecified;  whereby  our  faid  enemies,  or 
**  thofe  not  in  league  with  us,  who  {land  in  need  of  thofe  commodities,  mufl  pay  highci  rates 
*•  for  the  fame  than  heretofore. 

*'  The  commodities  herein  fpecified  were  pilchards,  herrings,  falmon,  butter,  falted  flefh  of  all 
^*  kinds,  fheep  and  calves-fkins,  ox-hides,  tallow-candles,  iron,  wool,  yarn,  rugs,  blankets^  wax, 
**  goat  and  deer-fkins,  live  bulls,  oxen,  cows,  horfes,  pipe-flaves,  corn  and  pulfe  of  all  kinds. 
But  the  additional  duties  thereon  Ihall  not  take  place  for  any  importations  into  England.  No 
-•*  pipc-ftaves,  or  wool,  and  flieep-lkins  with  the  wool,  fhall  be  exported  from  Ireland,  without 
**  a  fpecial  licence.  And  raerchant-ftrangcrs  ihall  pay  one-fourth  part  more  than  natives  at 
**  fuch  exportations," 

King  Charles  now  fent  out  tlic  Duke  of  Buckitigliara,  with  ten  of  his  fhips  of  war,  ninety 
tranfports,  and  feven  thoufand  troops,  defigned  for  the  relief  of  Rochelle.  But  not  being  ad- 
mitted with  his  troops  into  that  city,  which  King  Charles  was  fufpefted  of  defigning  to  keep 
to  himfelf,  he  landed  on  the  ifle  of  Rhe,  and  attempted  to  befiege  the  fort  and  town  of  St. 
Martin's;  but  that  Duke  being  unlkiiled  in  warlike  affairs,  was  Ihamefully  baffled  in  the  at- 
tempt ;  and,  after  lofing  the  greateft  part  of  his  troops,  precipitately  re-tmbarked,  and  returned 
home  with  the  remainder,  after  great  expence  to  no  purpofe. 

In  the  fame  eighteenth  volume,  p.  950,  and  961,  w€  again  have  King  Charles's  frequently 
repeated  two  forts  of  proclamations  :  the  one  enjoining  the  nobility  and  gentry  to  withdraw 
to  their  country-feats,  for  the  keeping  of  hofpitdity;  and  the  other  againft  the  eating  of  flefh 
in  Lent,  and  on  other  fifh  days,  for  the  feemingly  idle  reafons  already  fo  often  affigned. 

In  p.  970,  in  the  fame  volume,  that  King  renewed  his  commiflion  for  the  better  execution  of 
his  former  proclamation  touching  the  office  of  his  changer  and  re-changer  of  gold  and  filver ; 
and  for  reftraining  goldfmitiisi'rom  culling,  melting  down,  &c.  of  the  coin. 

In  the  fame  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  987,  in  a  long  lifl  of  dignities  and  offices,  created  in 
this  year  1627,  there  is  one,  '*  for  the  fole  making  and  regiflering  of  all  manner  of  alTurances, 
**  intimations,  and  renunciations,  made  upon  any  fhip  or  fhips,  goods,  or  merchandize,  in 
^*  the  Royal  Exchange,  or  other  places  within  the  city  of  London,  for  thirty-one  years.*' 

Other  projefted  jnonopolies  of  this  year  are  in  p.  992,  of  the  faid  eighteenth  volume  of  the 
fflcdcra,  viz. 

3  Firft, 
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1627  Firft,  "  A  charter  to  three  perfons  for  the  folc  prafticc  of  their  new  invention  for  the  melt- 
**  ing  of  iron  ore,  and  making  the  fame  into  caft-works  and  bars,  with  fea-coal  and  pit-coal 
**  only. 

Secondly,  **  A  device  for  earing  and  plowing  of  land,  without  either  horfes  or  oxen. 

Thirdly,  *'  For  the  fole  ufe  of  a  new-invented  engine,  to  make  all  manner  of  mills  to  grind 
*'  and  perform  their  wonted  labour,  without  the  help  either  of  horfes,  wind,  or  water;  under 
'*  the  yearly  rent  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  Exchequer." 

All  thefe  were  for  fourteen  years  exclufive. 

In  the  fjMTic  year  1627,  King  Charles  I.  is  faid  to  have  made  a  grant  to  James  Hay,  Earl  of 
CarUfle,  of  the  fine  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  and  alfo  of  all  the  other  Englilh  Caribbec  iilcs.  Yet 
the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  in  one  of  his  trafts,  teftifies,  that  James  Ley,  Earl  of  Marlborough^ 
and  Lord  Treafurer,  had  a  prior  grant  thereof,  in  this  fame  year  ;  and  that  he  afterwards,  viz. 
in  the  year  1629,  as  fliall  be  Ihewn  from  the  Fcedera,  confented  to  liavc  thofc  ifles  granted  to 
the  faid  Earl  of Carlifle,  upon  payrcient  of  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum;  although  the 
planters  themfelves  then  infifted  on  the  King's  taking  them  under  his  own  immediate  protec- 
tion,, and  on  the  revoking  that  charter  to  Lord  Carlifle  ;  and  with  good  reafon,  as  they  alone 
had  been  at  the  expence  of  planting  the  fame. 

Sir  William  Courten,  who  firft  planted  Barbadoes,  in  the  reign  of  King  James  I.  is  faid  by 
his  fonto  have  been  three  years  in  quiet  pofleffion  of  it,  and  to  have  expended  thirty  thoufand 
pounds  in  forts,  buildings,  and  plantations  there.  How  he  came  now  to  lofe  it,  or  whether 
he  fold  it  in  parcels  to  tlie  faid  planters,  or  that  his  right  was  difputablc,  does  not  clearly  ap- 
pear. In  a  printed  account  of  his  great  lodes  fuftained  in  his  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  his  fon 
pofitively  affirms,  that  his  father  firft  difcovered,  planted,  and  fortified  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes, 
and  afterwards  had  a  grant  of  it  from  King  Charles  L  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  by  patents 
and  that  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  in  virtue  of  his  grant,  the  following  year,  intruded,  and  took  for- 
cible pofleffion  thereof;  for  which  injury.  Sir  William's  rep^efentatives  never  had  any  corn- 
pen  fation. 

Thefe  Weft  India  ifles,  before  the  planting  of  fugar-canes,  was  praflifed  in  them  were  in  thofe- 
early  times  thought  of  very  little  worth,  otherwife  the  grant  above-mentioned  would  not  have 
been  fo  readily  made.  The  planters,  however,  went  on  in  the  improving  of  them  during  all  the 
civil  war,  and  the  ufurpation ;  but,  at  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  IL  it  was  determined  by^ 
the  King  and  council,  that  out  of  the  revenue  of  Barbadoes,  then  greatly  improved,  the  three 
hundred  pounds  per  annum  fliould  be  allowed  to  the  Earl  of  Marlborough,  for  his  life;  and 
that,  once  for  all,  one  thoufand  pounds  fliould  be  paid  to  the  Earl  of  KinrM>ul,  who  claimed 
vnder  the  Earl  of  Carlifle's  grant,  fa  as  he  furrcndcred  Lord  Carlifle's  charter.  And  thus 
Barbadoes,  and  all  the  other  Caribbee  ifles,  Barbuda  excepted,  Aenceforward  came  under  the 
immediate  government  of  the  crown,  as  they  have  ever  fince  remained. — See  the  year  1628. 

We  have  related  under  the  year  1625,  that  the  Englifli  and  French,  in  one  and  the  fame 
day,  fettled  on  tlie  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher,  the  beft  of  all.  our  Caribbee  ifles  next  after  Bar- 
badoes. *'  In  this  year  1627,  a  folemn  agreement  was  executed  between  the  planters  of  boih 
*•  nations,  for  dividing  that  ifland  between  them,  and  proper  boundaries  were  fixed,  which 
«*  (fays  our  French  author,  remain  to  this  day,  viz.  in  1658.  But  there  was  a  fpecial  pro- 
*•  vifo,  thatfifliing,  hunting,  the  fait  ponds,  the  moft  precious  kind  of  wood,  for  dyers  and 
««  joiners  work,  and  the  havens  and  mines,  fliould  all  be  common  to  both  nations.  They 
*«  alfo  made  a  mutual  covenant,  for  their  defence  againft  the  common  enemy,  meaning  Spain. 

t  "  That 
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1627  **  That  a  Company  at  London  fupplicd  the  Ehglifh  there  with  every  thing  Tcry  well; 
"  and  that  the  Englifli,  being  better  acquainted  with  the  fca  and  with  colonizing,  inaproved 
**  their  moiety  of  this  ifle  much  better  and  quicker  than  the  French  did  theirs."  We  wilh  wc 
could  now  fay  the  like  in*  our  own  favour,  with  particular  refpeft  to  the  much  more  important 
ifland  of  Jamaica.  *'  So  that  the  Englilh  were  enabled,  in  the  following  year  i6a8,  to  go 
*'  over  to  the  ifle  of  Nevis,  and  to  plant  thereon ;  it  being  but  about  half  a  league  diftant.'* 

The  two  nations  lived  well  enough  together  till  the  revolution  in  England,  in  1689,  when 
the  French,  by  furprizc,  and  before  war  was  declared  in  Europe,  fell  upon  tlic  Englifti,  at  the 
infligation  of  the  Irifh  papifts  fettled  with  them,  and  got  the  better  of  them  ;  obliging  them 
to  retire  to  Nevis  :  and,  the  year  following,  the  Englifh,  headed  by  Colonel  CoddrUigton, 
ferved  the  French  in  the  fame  manner :  yet  they  were  reftored  by  the  peace  of  Ryfwick.  On 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in  1702,  Colonel  Coddrington  again  difpoffefled  the  French  ;  and 
by  the  peace  of  Utrecht  we  have  it  entire.  It  is  a  noble  and  fruitful  ifle,  making  ten  thoufand 
hoglheads  of  fugar  yearly,  and  has  plenty  of  other  excellent  produftions,  as  cotton,  ginger, 
&c.  and  is  well  watered. 

N.  B.  The  ifle  of  Dominica,  lying  between  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe,  has  been  claimed 
both  by  England  and  France ;  and,  for  that  reafon,  bad  never  yet  been  planted  by  either  na- 
tion ;  and  has  flill  many  Caribbean  natives  on  it,  who  were  much  incrcafed  by  the  Caribbeans 
retiring  to  it,  who  had  been  driven  out  of  the  other  neighbouring  ifles  by  the  Europeans, 
This  ifle  is  always  ftill  included  in  the  Governor  of  Barbadoes's  commiilion,  though  the 
French  would  not  permit  our  fettling  it.  The  Caribbean  natives  were  faid  to  favour  the 
Frendi  more  than  the  Englifli;  and  to  fell  their  poultry,  hogs,  &c.  to  thofc  of  Martinico. 
Yet  we,  as  well  as  other  European  nations,  did  fometimes  wood  and  water  on  it;  although 
it  has  neither  ports  nor  good  bays  for  flielter.  In  the  year  1761  wc  took  entire  poflcflioii 
of  it. 

Defeada  is  partly  planted  by  the  French ;  though  the  time  when  is  not  well  known  :  and  it 
is  generally  faid  to  be  of  very  fmall  importance. 
1628  At  this  time  the  Hollanders  did  infinite  damage  to  the  Spaniards  in  the  Weft  Indies,  by 
taking  their  plate  fleet,  and  plundering  the  coafts  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba.  It  would  be  almoft 
cndlefs  to  enumerate  the  damages  they,  at  different  times,  did  to  Spain,  till  the  year  1648, 
when  the  peace  of  Munfter  put  a  period  to  all  their  differences. 

We  may,  in  a  great  meafure,  underftand  the  true  (late  of  the  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company's 
affairs,  at  this  time,  from  their  petition  and  reraonftrance  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  printed 
in  this  year  1628;  being  in  fubftance,  '*  That  the  Company  having  exifted  twenty-eight 
•«  years,  by  charters  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  King  James,  and  King  Charles,  they  traded 
"  with  great  fuccefs  to  India,  until  fundry  ill  accidents,  from  ftorms  and  enemies,  but  more 
**  efpecially  from  profefled  fiiends  and  allies,"  meaning  tlic  Dutch  Company^  *«  have  infi- 
"  nitely  damaged  it. — Which  misfortunes,  together  with  our  annual  exportation  of  foreign 
**  coin  to  India,  having  begot  fuch  caufelefs  complaints  as  thereby  have  much  difcouraged 
•*  the  adventurers  from  any  longer  trading  under  the  general  cenfure  of  all  ranks  in  the  na- 
•«  tion. — They  therefore  humbly  pray  that  honourable  Houfe  to  take  the  following  articles  or 
•*  queries  into  their  confideration.  And  if,  upon  their  examination,  the  faid  trade  fliall  be 
"  found  to  be  unprofitable  to  the  kingdom,  that  it  may  be  fupprefled. — But,  if  otherwife,  they 
**  pray,  that  it  may  be  fuppoxtedand  countenanced  by  fome  public  declaration,  for  the  fa- 
Vol.  II.  T  I  *'  tisfadioa 
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1628  ^*  tisfaftion  of  all  his  Maje{ly*s  fubjcSs,  and  the  better  encouragement  of  the  prefenl  ad- 
**  venturers.'* 

'*  Article  I.  The  Company's  trade  much  increafeth  theftrength  of  England  with  mariners^ 
**  warlike  (hipping,  ammunition,  and  all  ufeful  artificers  relating  thereto  ;  as  alfo  the  general 
«*  traffic  of  England,  not  only  by  its  own  trade  to  India,  but  by  its  large  magazine  of  many 
*'  rich  Indian  wares,  to  be  exported  to  foreign  countries,  as  Turkey,  Italy,  the  Eaft 
"  Country,  &c." 

^  Here  they  expatiate  on  their  former  benefits  to  the  public,  **  when,  fomc  few  years  bc- 
'  *'  fore  they  employed  fifteen  thoufand  tons  of  (hipping,  all  at  one  time,  either  going  to,  cora» 

•'  ing  from,  or  trading  in  India,  from  port  to  port :  and  that  at  prefent  they  employ  ten 
**  thoufand  tons  and  two  thoufand  five  hundred  mariners. — That,  laft  year,  they  imported 
•*  pepper  to  the  value  of  two  hundred  and  eight  thoufand  pounds  fterling;  whereof  the  vaUe 
**  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  was  re-exported  to  foreign  parts  in  a  few 
**  weeks  ;  and  much  the  like  of  indigo,  callicoes,  and  divers  other  rich'wares  :  by  which  rc« 
**  exportations  they  employ  two  thoufand  more  tons  of  (hipping  and  five  hundred  mariners* 
*•  That  at  leaft  one  thoufand  perfons  are  fupportcd  by,  the  building  and  repair  pf  their  (hips, 
**  the  making  their  artillery,  naval  ftores,  provifions,  &c.  befide  the  tonnage  employed  by  the 
««  Company  to  fetch  timber,  and  pipe  (laves  out  of  Ireland,"  here  Ireland  (Ull  fupplies  tim* 
ber,  though  in  our  time  quite  deftitute  of  it,  **  and  hemp  out  of  Eaftland ; — and  for  the^m- 
*'  porting  of  wines,  elephants  teeth,  wrought  filks,  coral,  quickfilver,  &c.  to  furni(h  out 
**  thofe  voyages. — -That  the  great  magazines  of  naval  ftores  and  ammunition,  which  the  Com- 
*'  pany  has  always  ready,  are  often  helpful  to  others,  as  being  no-where  elfe  to  be  had  /or 
**  money  at  home  ;  and  they  at  this  time  make  thirty  barrels  of  gunpowder  weekly  at  their 
**  own  powder  mills,  of  the  faltpetre  they  import  from  India. 

**  II.  It  increafes  the  general  wealth  of  the  nation. — It  faves  much  money  yearly  to  our  na- 
**  tion  in  the  expence  of  Indian  wares,  by  fupplying  them  fo  much  cheaper  than  they  coald 
«*  have  them  from  other  European  nations. — It  increafes,  very  confiderably,  the  King's  cut 
**  toms, — improves  the  price  of  land,  and  of  wool,  tin,  lead,  iron,  &c.  Wherefore,  although, 
**  in  the  Company's  late  unfortunate  years,  they  have  themfclres  been  lofers,  yet  the  crown 
«*  and  nation  have  all  the  while  been  gainers  by  this  trade  — That  the  vent  of  our  cloth,  lead, 
**  tin,  &c.  in  India  continually  increafes. — That  it  is  by  reafon  of  the  Company's  having,^ 
«*  for  three  years  paft,  been  expelled  the  Spice  Iflands  by  the  Dutch,  that  thoie  fpices  are 
•*  twice  as  dear  as  when  the  Company  imported  them  from  India. — That  the  raifing  the  price 
^*  of  lands  being  of  the  greateft  confequence  toi^gentlemen,  this  can  only  be  done  byourex- 
**  porting  more  in  value  of  our  own  native  commodities  than  we  import  of  thofe  of  other 
**  nations,  the  balance  whereof  will  come  to  us  in  treafure  ;  and  an  increafe  of  treafure  will 
**  ever  enhance  the  price  of  lands.  And  that  the  treafure  fo  received  by  the  balance  of  our 
**  foreign  commerce  is  the  only  money  which  can  remain  permanently  with  us,  and  by  which 
**  we  are  enriched. — That  this  increafe  of  money  will  alio  naturally  increafe  the  price  of  wool, 
•*  tin,  lead,  &c.  which  alfo  will  contribute  to  increafe  the  price  of  lands,  as  does  alfo  the  in- 
**  crcafe  of  the  merchants  riches  gotten  by  traffic.  ^That  it  well  merits  confideration,  that 
••  there  are  three  different  fpecies  of  profit  in  foreign  commerce  : 

**  Firft,  The  private  merchant  may  be  a  lofer  when  the  nation  may  be  a  gainer  by  this 
«*  traffic.  For  inftancc,  the  Company  (hall  fend  out  goods  or  money  to  the  value  of  one 
*'  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  bring  home  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  value  in  return; 

"  yet. 
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J628  **  yet,  though  this  return  trebles  the  public  ftock,  the  Company  may  ncverthelefs  be  lofers, 

**  if  the  goods  in  return  be  fo  bulky  as  to  occafion  fo  much  freight  of  fhipping,  infu ranee, 

*'  cuftoms,  and  other  charges,  as  amount  to  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  which  added  to  the 

**  principal  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  will  make  the  Company  lofers,  although  the 

*'  nation  maybe  gainers  by  the  additional  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

"  Secondly,  The  merchant  may  be  a  gainer  by  a  lofing  trade  to  the  nation,  if  our  imports 
**  exceed  our  exports  in  the  general  balance.     And, 

•*  Laftly,  The  King  may  be  a  gainer  in  his  cuftoms,  when  both  the  merchant  and  the  na- 
•*  tion  may  be  lofers  by  fome  trades. 

**  III.  As  for  the  Company's  next  two  articles,  viz. 

^'  Firft,  Their  being  a  means  to  weaken  the  King  of  Spain  and  his  fubjeAs,  and  to  exhauft 
*'  their  treafure;  and, 

**  Secondly,  Their  counterpoifing  the  Hollanders  fwelling  greatnefs  of  trade,  and  to  keep 
•*  them  from  being  abfolute  lords  of  the  feas,  whenever  they  (hall  drive  us  out  of  this  rich 
**  traffic,  as  they  have  long  endeavoured  to  do,  both  by  policy  and  force." 

They  were  confiderations  entirely  temporary,  or  properly  fuitablc  to  tliat  age  alone,  and 
therefore  not  now  to  be  regarded.  , 

**  IV.  To  the  common  objeftion,  that  the  Eaft  India  trade  exhaufts  our  treafure,"  which 
^  objeaion  was  made  fo  early  in  Spain  as  tlie  reign  of  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  *«  the  Company 
**  replies,  that  this  trade  is  fo  far  from  doing  it,  that,  with  refpeft  to  their  carrying  it  on,  it 
**  is  the  beft  mfeans  to  increafe  the  treafure  of  this  kingdom. — For  they  receive  a  greater 
**  balance  in  cafli,  by  the  vaft  quantities  of  Eaft  India  merchandize  re-exported  to  other  coun- 
**  tries,  than  the  fums  fent  out  to  India;  befide  the  employing  much  fhipping  and  many 
^*  failors  therein,  &c. — All  which  the  Company  fubmitted  to  that  honourable  Houfe."  But 
the  King's  fudden  diflblution  of  the  Parliament  prevented  their  taking  this  remonftrance  into 
their  confideration :  wherefore  that  Company  continued  to  carry  on  their  trade  to  India, 
though  with  various  fuccefs. 

This  piece  being  one  of  the  moft  authentic  and  judicious  vindications  of  our  Eaft  India 
trade,  we  have  made  the  larger  extraft  from  it,  as  it  may  hereafter  fave  the  trouble  of  exhibit- 
ing the  fame  fort  of  anfwers  to  future  objeftions  concerning  it.  It  was  fo  well  eftecmcd  as  to 
be  afterwards  re-printed  in  the  year  1641.  Yet  We  muft  here,  in  point  of  juftice,  remark, 
that  in  that  whole  piece  there  is  not  the  leaft  mention  of  the  Company's  being  a  monbpoly, 
although  that  was  then  one  of  the  objeflions  againft  it.  The  Company's  filence  on  that 
tender  point  was,  probably,  the  cfFcft  of  their  great  prudence,  as  not  being  able,  in  thkt  cri- 
tical time,  to  fatisfy  the  Houfc  of  Commons  concerning  what  tliey  were  then  loudly*  com- 
plaining of  iti  general,  both  within  and  without  doors« 

Notwithftanding  England's  former  difappointments  concerning  the  planting  in,  or  tf-ading 
to,  Guiana,  it  was,  in  this  year  1628^  again  attempted  by  a  company;  and  a  patent  was  grant- 
ed to  Captain  North,  &c  who  had  been  with  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  in  the  laft  unfortunate  ad- 
venture thither.  They  even  went  fo  far  as  to  make  a  Settlement  on  the  river  of  Amazons, 
and  began  to  ereft  buildings,  fortifications,  &c.  But  this  came  afterwards  to  nothing,  though 
not  immediately^  for  in  Sir  William  Monfon's  Naval  Trafts,  iirft  publilhed  in  the  year  1635, 
he  reports,  **  that  there  was  then  aftually  an  Englifh  colony  in  Guiana,  which  yielded  the 
**  beft  tobacco^  and  that  the  natives  were  the  moft  tradable  of  any  of  our  fettlements."    How 

T  t  ^  ,  ihis 
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1628  this  came  to  be  dropped,  we  apprehend,  does  no  where  appear.     Unlcfs,  poffibly,  this  author 
meant  the  colony  of  Surinam,  which  was  firft  fettled  by  England  fomewhat  near  this  time. 

The  very  firft  record  of  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera  is  a  proclamation,  of 
King  Charles  I.  in  the  year  1628,  againft  the  carrying  provifions  or  ammunition  to  France, 
whofe  King,  Louis  XIII.  had,  in  the  preceding  year,  publifhed  two  feveral  cdids  a^inft 
fupplying  of  England  therewith,  full  of  acrimony,  fays  our  King. 

Our  faid  King,  having  in  the  preceding  year  mifcarried  in  his  expedition  againft  the  iflc  of 
Rhe,  fent  out  this  year  a  fleet,  under  the  Earl  of  Lindfey,  for  the  relief  of  Rochelle,  then 
clofely  befieged  by  Louis  XIII.  Cardinal  Richlieu  being  at  that  fiege  in  pcrfon.  Our  King 
having  in  this  fame  year  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  R.ochellers,  wherein  he  promifed  never  ta 
abandon  them,  nor  to  make  peace  with  their  King  without  comprehending  them  therein;  as 
in  vol.  ii.  of  the  general  CoUeftion  of  Treaties,  fecond  edition,  in  1723,  p.  259,  262;  yet 
that  fleet  was  obliged  to  return  home,  without  being  able  to  effcft  it.  King  Charles,  in  die 
fame  year,  fent  out  another  fleet  for  its  relief,  under  the  Earl  of  Danby,  which  alfo  return* 
.  ed  unfuccefsful ;  the  boom  placed  before  the  entrance  into  its  harbour  being  judged  too 
ftrong  to  be  forced.  Whereupon  the  poor  Rochellers  Were  forced  to  furrender  to  the  French 
King,  to  the  unfpeakable  lofs  of  the  French  Proteftant  church,  as  well  as  of  England, — ^which, 
by  fupporting  Rochelle  and  the  other  French  Proteftants  in  general,  might  not  only  have  been 
much  better  able  to  bridle  the  growing  power  of  the  French  monarchy,  but  likewife  to  iave 
kept  the  balance  of  trade  with  that  kingdom  much  more  in  our  favour.  For,  after  the  fur- 
render  of  Rochelle,  and  the  demolifhing  the  fortifications,  firft  of  Montauban,  and  afterwards 
of  Nifmes  and  Montpclier,  the  Proteftants  were  never  able  to  make  head  againft  the  Catholics. 
PufFendorf  relates,  that  fome  have  thought  thofe  civil  wars  had,  firft  and  laft,  devoured  above 
a  million  of  people,  deftroyed  or  greatly  damaged  nine  cities,  four  hundred  villages,  twenty 
thoufand  churches,  and  two  thoufand  monafteries;  and. that  ten  tboufand  houfes  were  either 
burned  or  demolifhed  in  confequence  of  them. 

King  Charles's  firft  letter  to  the  Mayor,  SheriflTs,  Peers,  and  Burgcfles  of  Rochelle,  was  ef 
the  nineteenth  o(  May,  162?.  "  Gentlemen,  be  not  difcouraged,  though  my  fleet  be  re- 
•*  turned  ;  hold  out  to  the  laft^  for  I'm.refolvcd  my  whole  fleet  fhall  perifh,  rather  than  you 
^\  be  not  relieved.  For  this  effcft,  I  have  ordered  it  to- return  back  to  yourcoafts,  and  am 
**  fending  feveral  fhips  to  reinforce  it:  with.the  help  of:  God  the.fucccfs  fliall  be  happy  for 
*^  yoii.'* 

His  fecond- letter  to  them  Was  of  tlie  twenty- fevcnthof  Mayj  0.  5.     "Gentlemen,  I  have 
**  been  much  troubled  to  hear  that  my  fleet  was  upon  the  point  of  returning  home,  without: 
•*  obeying  my  ovders  in  fupplying  you  with  provifions*:  coft  what  it  will  I  have  comn^ndcd. 
*•  them  to  return  to  your  road,  and  not  to  come  away  till  you  are  fupplied.* — Airurc70ur- 
**  felves,  that  I  Ihall  never  abandon  you,  and  that  Ifliall  employ  the  whole  power  of  my 
"  kingdom  for  your  delivenmce, ,  until  God.  aflift  rac  to  obtain  for  you.  an  aflTured  peace. 

**^  Your  good  friend,  Charles  R." 

In  this  year  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  arc  faid  to  have  divided  fifty  per  cent,  to  their 
proprietors,  by  means  of  their  having  in  the  fame  year  taken  the  Spanifti  plate  fleet,  as  already 
mentioned,  valued  by  forac-at  twelve  millions  of  guilders. .  They  had  alfo  got  much  trcafurc 
bydriving  a^panifti  fquadrorvof  flilps  on  fhore,  on  the  coaft  of  Peru,  and  plundering  the 
fame.  By  fuch  very  great  lofles  on  the  fide  of  Spain,  it  was  as  impofliblc  for  that  monarchy 
t  not 
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1628  not  to  dcclinfe  very  much,  as  for  the  Dutch  republic  not  to  incrcafc  greatly  in  wealth  and 
power. 

In  the  nineteenth  volume,  p.  27,  of  the  Fcedera,  there  is  King  Charles  the  Firft's  coramif- 
fion  for  treating  again  with  the  piratical  ports  of  Barbary,  for  the  redemption  of  Englifh  cap- 
tives there,  and  for  eftablifliing  peace  and  commerce  with  them.  For  which  end  he  fent  them 
fix  iron  cannon,  and  feven  hundred  bullets,  as  a  prefcnt. 

So  great  was  the  power  and  wealth  of  the  city  of  Dantzick  at  this  time,  being  now  in  her 
meridian  glory,  that  the  great  King  Guftavus  Adolphus  of  Sweden,  being  this  year  at  war 
with  Poland,  and  fending  a  fquadron  of  eight  (hips  of  war,  for  the  blocking  up  of  the  port 
of  that  city,  the  Dantzickers  fent  out  ten  fhips  of  war  againft  the  Swedifh  fleet  ;  which  they 
vanquilhed,  having  killed  the  Swedifh  Admiral,  taken  the  admiral-lhip,  and  obliged  the  reft 
to  fly.  This  is  by  Pufi^ndorfs  own  confeflion,  in  his  Hiflory  of  Sweden,  (Englifli  Tranfla^ 
tion,  p.  506.) 

Sir  David  Kirk  and  his  aflTociates,  during  a  war  between  England  and  France,  now  poflTefled 
themfelves  of  Canada,  which  then  confifted  only  of  the  country  on  the  north  fide  of  the  great 
river  of  St.  Lawrence,  together  with  the  caftle  of  Quebec  ;  of  which  the  faid  Sir  David's  fon 
was  appointed  Governor  :  and  in  the  fame  year  they  conquered  Nova  Scotia,  which  Sir  Wil- 
liam Alexander  again  pofleflcd  ;  when  the  FrerK:h  agreed  to  recognize  our  King's  property  of 
all  Nova  Scotia  :  and,  it  is  faid,  they  agreed  to  pay-  Sir  David  Kirk  fifty  thoufand  pounds  for 
his  quitting  the  forts  which  he  had  poflTefled  himfelf  of  in  Canada :  which  fum,  however,  was 
never  paid. 

In  the  fame  year,  the  Englifli,  under  Sir  Thomas  Warner,  from  St.  Chriftopher's  Ifle, 
again  planted  the  near  neighbouring  fmall  ifle  of  Nevis,  formerly  called  Mevis,  being  about 
eighteen  miles  in  circuit.  It  has  plenty  of  frefli-water  fprings,  and  has  now  fcarcely  any 
other  ftaple  produce  but  fugar  and  molaflus,  though  it  formerly  yielded  tobacco,  ginger,  and  • 
cotton.  It  is  faid  they  have  at  this  time  about  three  thoufand  whites,  and  eight  thoufand 
negro  flaves.  From  this  ifle,  it  feems,  may  be  plainly  feen,  in  a  clear  day,  the  iflands  of 
St.  Chriftopher,  Euftatia,  Saba,  Antigua,  Montferrat,  St.  Bartholomew,  and  Guadaloupe. 

In  that  fame  year  tli«  ifle  of  Barbuda  was  alfo  firft  fettled  on  by  the  Englifli  from  St.  Chrif- 
topher's,  by  Sir  Thomas  Warner,  &c.  At  fitii  they  were  fo  harrafled  by  the  Caribbeans 
firom  Dominica,  as  to  be  obliged  to  defcrt  it :  yet,  the  Caribbean  natives  being  afterwards 
greatly  diminiflied,  the  Englifli  again  planted  on  it.  It  is  about  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and 
is  the  only  proprietary  government  of  all  the  Englifli  Caribbee  ifles,  its  Governor  being  in  the 
nomination  of  the  heirs  of  Chriftopher  Coddrington,  Efquire,  who  was  Governor  of  Barba- 
does  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  and  who  fettled  this  ifle  and  a  good  eftate  in  Barbadoes  for 
the  fupport  of  his  college  in  the  laft-named  ifle,  for  the  inftruftion  of  the  ehildren  of  ne- 
groes. This  is  no  fugar  ifle  ;  the  breeding  of  cattle  for  the  other  Englifli  ifles  being  the  prin*- 
cipal  employment  af  the  inhabitants ;  they  alio  raife  plenty  of  corn  and  other  provrfions  for 
the  ufe  of  thofc  ifles. 

It  was  in  and  about  this  fame  year  1628,  that  the  difcoveries  were  firft  made  by  the  Dutch 
Eaft  India  Company's  (hips  of  the  fouthern  continent,  firft  named  Carpentaria,  from  Its  dif- 
coverer,  and  fince  named  New  Holland,  lying  to  the  foutli  of  the  ifland  of  Java  *  other  parts  * 
of  thi^difcovery  hadalfo  the  names  of  their  difcoverers  given  them  ;  viz.  Dewitt's  Land,  and 
Nuyt's  Land.  Neverthelefs,  after  fo  many  years  difcovery,  neither  the  Dutch  nor  any  other 
nation,  ,ha\x  as  yet  made  any  kind  of  advantage  or  improvement  from  it ;  nor  has  any  fettle- 

meat 


Digitized  by 


Google 


334  -^^    HISTORICAL    AND     CItRONOLOGlCAL  DEDUCTION 

A.  D. 

1628  ment  been  hitherto  made  on  that  country  in  all  this  time.  Another  generation  may  poffibly 
difcover  whether  it  be  only  an  huge  ifland,  feparated  from  the  continent  next  the  fouth  pole, 
and  may  poffibly  make  fettlements  thereon.  Some  pretend,  that  there  is  fome  myftery  in 
the  Dutch  Company's  not  making  a  fettlement  on  this  Terra  Juftralis^  or  South  Pole 
Lands;  (vide  our  Introduftion,  under  the  name— Colonel  Purry)  though  the  moft  pro- 
bable account  of  this  matter  feems  to  be  no  more,  than  that  the  Dutch  Company  have  al- 
ready as  much  territory  as  they  can  well  manage  ;  and  that  the  faid  new  lands  are  thought  fo 
very  barren,  that  it  is  not  likely  they  would  anfwer  the  charge  and  trouble  of  forming  colonies 
tliereon. 

We  have  feen,  under  the  year  1627,  ^^^^  King  Charles  I.  revived  the  office  of  the  King's 
Exchanger  of  gold  and  filver,  called  Cambium  Regis,  which  had  been  long  in  difufe  :  he  be- 
ing fo  ill-advifed  as  rather  to  fupply  his  neceffities  by  fuch  fort  of  monopoly^ projefts,  than  to 
yield  to  the  defires  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  prior  to,  or  even 
equal  in  point  of  time  with  their  granting  him  fupplies.  A  pamphlet  therefore  was,  in  this 
year  1628,  publilhed  by  his  authority,  intitled.  Cambium  Regis,  or  tiie  Office  of  his  Majcfty's 
Exchange-Royal;  declaring  and  juftifying  his  Majefty's  Right  thereto,  and  the  convenience 
thereof. — Wherein  it  was  (hewn, 

**  That  the  prerogative  of  exchange  of  bullion  for  coin  has  always  been  a  flower  of  the 
*'  crown,  of  which  inftances  are  quoted  from  the  time  of  King  Henry  the  Firftxlownward.— 
*•  That  King  John  farmed  out  that  office  for  no  fmaller  a  fum  than  five  thoufand  marks.— 
**  That  the  place  or  office  where  the  exchange  was  made  in  bis  reign,  was  near  St.  Paul's  Ca- 
**  thedral  in  London,  and  gave  name  to  the  flreet  ftill  called  the  Old  Change. — That,  in  fuc- 
**  ceeding  reigns,  there  were  feveral  ot;her  places  for  thofe  exchanges,  befide  London. — That 
^*  this  method  continued  to  King  Henry  the  Eighth's  time,  who  fufFered  his  coin  to  be  fo  far 
''  debafed,  that  no  regular  exchanges  could  be  made. — That  the  faid  confufion  made  way  for 
*'  the  London  goldfmitlis  to  leave  off  their  proper  trade  of  gold/mUhrlcy  /.  e.  the  working  and 
**  felling  of  new  gold  and  filver  pl^e  and  manufafture,  the  fole  intent  of  all  their  charters ; 
**  and  to  turn  exchangers  of  plate  and  foreign  coins  for  our  Englifh  coins';  although  they  had 
*'  no  right  to  buy  any  gold  or  filver  for  any  other  purpofe  thah  for  their  manufafture  aforc- 
**  faid  :  neither  had  any  other  perfon,  but  thofe  fubftituted  by  the  crown,  a  right  to  buy  the 
**  fame.— The  King,  therefore,  has  now  refumed  this  office,  not  merely  to  keep  up  his  right 
*•  fo  to  do,  but  likewife  to  prevent  thofe  trafficking  gold fmiths  from  culling  and  forting  all 
**  the  heavy  coin,  and  felling  the  fame  to  the  mint  of  Holland,  y^hich  gained  greatly  thereby; 
^*  or  elfe  by  melting  thofe  heavy  coins  down  for  making  of  plate  :  witnefsthe  pieces  of  thirteen 
**  pence  halfpenny,  oW  (hillings  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  ninepenny,  and  fourpenny  halfpenny 
**  pieces  ;  which,  being  weighty  monies,  none  of  them  were  now  to  be  met  with;  whereby 
*'  they  have  raifed  the  price  of  filver  to  two  pence  per  ounce  above  the  value  of  the  mint ; 
"  which  thereby  has  ftood  ftill  everfince  the  eleventh  of  King  James. — That  for  above  thirty 
**  years  paft  it  has  been  the  ufual  praftice  of  thofe  exchanging  goldfmiths  to  make  their  fcr- 
"  vants  run  every  morning  from  (hop  to  (hop,  to  buy  up  all  weighty  coins  for  the  mints  of 
**  Holland  and  the  Eaft  Countries;  whereby  the  King's  mint  has  ftood  ftill  (as  above)." 
«*  The  former  allowances  in  the  faid  old  Cambium  Regis,  were  one  penny,  and  fometimcs 
•*  one  penny  halfpenny  exchange  upon  the  value  of  every  noble,  /.  e.  fix  (hillings  and  eigh^ 
**  pence.  Thofe  offices  were  ufually  fold  by  the  crown  for  a  confiderable  fum  of  money, 
and  tlie  King's  exchanger  had  alfo  the  fole  right  of  exchanging  plate  and  any  other  manufac- 
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2628  tare  of  gold  or  filver  at  home  for  the  King's  coin,  taking  the  fame  allowantei  and  alfo  th& 
coinage  duty. 

Againft  the  rcviral  of  this  Royal  Exchanger  the  Goldfmith's  Company  of  London  earneftly 
petitioned  the  King  and  Council,  as  did  afterward  the  Lord  Mayor,  Court  of  Aldermen,  and 
Common  Council,  in  behalf  of  the  Goldfmith's  Company,  who  called  themfelves  no  fewer 
than  nine  hundred  families ;  whereas  the  royal  pamphlet  aflcrts,  that  not  above  ten  goldfmiths 
were  concerned  in  this  exchanging  trade:  In  fhort,  upon  a  fecond  petition  of  the  goldfmiths, 
the  King  told  them,  **  to  trouble  him  no  further,  fince  his  right  to  the  office  was  undoubted- 
**  ly  clear  ;"  which  indeed  was  very  true  :  but,  as  it  had  been  fo  long  in  difufe,  and  his  peo- 
ple accuftomed  to  a  way  they  liked  better,  it  was  not  well  judged  to  force  this  obfolete,  and 
now  inconvenient  cuft9m  upon  them.  The  times  were  much  altered,  by  the  great  incrcafe  of 
wealth  and  commerce,  fince  King  Henry  the  -Eighth's  reign.  But  his  obftinacy  in  this  and  fo 
many  other  refpefts,  brought  on  him  much  mifery  at  laft. 
1629  On  the  ad  March  1628-9,  King  Charles  diflblvcd  his  Parliament,  ufing  many  (harp  expref- 
fions  in  his  proclamation  for  that  end,  (vol.  xix.  p.  29,  of  the  Foedera)  to  tcftify  his  refent- 
ment  againft  tliofe  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  who  oppofed  his  mcafures.  By  which 
the  diflFerenccs  between  him  and  his  people  "grew  daily  wider.  Yet,  rather  than  have  any 
more  Parliaments,  he  continued  to  employ  many  arbitrary  and  illegal  methods  for  raifing  mo- 
ney by  his  fole  prerogative.  So  from  this  time,  till  the  year  1640,  there  was  no  Parliament 
fummoned. 

In  p.  35,  iBid.  in  a  catalogue  of  offices  filled  up  by  that  King,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his 
reigA,  there  feems  to  have  been  a  projeft  of  his,  for  producing  of  raw  filk  in  England.  It  is 
**  a  grant  to  Walter,  Lord  Afton,  &c.  of  the  keeping  of  the  Garden,  Mulberry-trees,  and 
••  Silk-worms,  near  St.  James's,  in  the  County  of  Middlefex."  Or,  poffibly,  this  was  only 
the  continuation  of  the  King  his  father's  projeft,  in  the  year  1608.  There  is  a  place  a  lit- 
tle way  without  the  fouth-weft  gate  of  St.  James's  Park,  towards  Chelfea,  which  ftill 
bears  the  name  of  the  Mulberry  Garden,  and  anfwers  to  the  defcription  of  that  above-men- 
tioned. 

lifid.  p.  40,  we  fee  a  catalogue  of  grants  for  other  inventions,  as  they  are  termed,  in  the  faid 
year,  for  fourteen  years  exclufive,  viz. 

**  I.  For  the  fole  making  of  an  engine  for  the  more  eafy  cutting  of  timber ;  under  the  year- 
•*  ly  rent  of  forty  fhillings,  to  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer. 
**  2.  —————  Engines  for  draining  of  marfh  lands. 
<«  3.  —————  A  medicine  for  preferving  of  fheep  from  the  rot. 
•*  4.  An  engine  for  the  fafe  tranfportation  of  horfes  and  other  cattle  from  Ireland  into  Eng- 
**  land,  and  from  England  into  Ireland." 

By  an  aft  oIF  Parliament  of  this  third  of  King  Charles  I.  cap.  iv.  corn  was  permitted  to  be 
exported  to  the  King's  allies,  when  at  the  following,  which  muft  therefore  have  been  then 
cftecmed  moderate,  prices  :  viz.  wheat,  per  quarter,  thirty-two  fhillings  ;  rye,  twenty  (hil- 
lings ;  beans,  fixteen  fhillings ;  and  barley,  or  malt,  at  fixteen  fhillings  per  quarter. 

King  Charles  I.  in  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  firft  incorporated  that  beft  planted  and  mofl 
populous  province  of  New  England,  called  the  Maffachufet's  Bay,  of  which  Bofton  is  the  ca- 
pital town. 

King  Charles  II.  in  the  thirty-fix  year  of  his  reign,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1684, 
having,  for  his  arbitrary  ends,  compelled  the  city  of  London,  by  a  qt(o  warranto^  to  furrender 
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1629  their  charters,  this  province  was  likewifc  obliged  to  fubmit  to  it,  (as  was  alfo  the  colony  of 
New  Plymouth,  and  the  province  of  Main  :)  but  that  province  was,  in  the  year  1691,  again 
.corporatcd  by  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  by  its  old  name :  but  the  crown  thereby  rc- 
r^fervcd  the  appointing  of  its  Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  Secretary,  and  Judge  Admiral:— 
the  other  officers,  civil  and  military,  are  in  the  nomination  of  their  Houfc  of  Reprefentativcs ; 
who  cleft  alfo  the  Council.  This  province,  together  with  Connefticut,  Rhode  Ifland,  and 
Providence  Plantation,  conftitute  what  is  commonly  called  New  England  :  though  furely,  it 
is  to  be  wiihed,  they  could  all  be  united  under  that  name  as  one  emire  province.  As  for  New 
Hanipjhire,  commonly  efteemed  a  part  of  New  England,  it  was  made  a  feparate  province,  im- 
-mediately  depending  on  the  crown,  as  is  now  alfo  Georgia  and  Nova  Scotia  ;  all  whofe  gover- 
nors, councils,  and  magiftrates,  are  in  the  King's  appointment. 

Thus  Maryland  and  Pennfylvania  are  a  kind  of  monarchial  tributary  governments — Con- 
nefticut and  Rhode  Ifland  may  be  called  tributary  popular  governments — And  the  Maffacha- 
fet's  Bay  is  a  mixture  of  regal  and  popular  conftitutions.  In  our  days,  the  two  Carolinas  and 
New  Jcrfey  are  become  regal  governments  ;  as  Virginia  and  New  York  were  long  before;  as 
are  alfo  all  our  iflands  in  the  American  feas,  except  Barbuda.  Hitherto,  thefe  different 
forms  of  governmenjt  have  not  very  materially,  or  generally  afFefted  the  commerce  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  empire,  though  moft  men  are  under  apprehenfion,  that  fooner  or  later,  they  may  produce 
.that  cflFeft. 

The  (ilk  manufafture  at  London  was  by  this  time  become  fo  confiderable,  that,  in  this 
fifth  year  of  King  CJiarles  the  Firft,  the  Silk  Throwers  of  that  city  and  within  four  miles  of 
it,  were  incorporated  under  the  name  of.  The  Mafter,  Warden,  Affiftants,  and  Co^imoDalty 
of  Silk  Throwers,  /.  e.  Silk  Twitters,  from  a  now  obfoletc  verb,  to  throw,  1.  e.  to  twift,  or 
twine. 

In  the  nineteenth  volume,  p.  64-5,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find.  King  Charles  fettles  a  pcnCoa 
^  three  hundred  pounds  per  annum  on  his  nephew  Prince  Rupert,  and  the  like  on  the  Prin- 
cefs  Elizabeth,  children  of  his  fitter  the  Elcftrefs  Palatine,  whom  this  King  ftiles  Queen  of 
Bohemia,  although  her  father  King  James  would  never  give  her  tliat  appellation,  left  the  Spa- 
jiifh  court  fhould  take  umbrage. 

In  p.  66,  ibid,  we  find  King  Charles's  proclamation  of  peace  with  France,  both  by  fca  and 
land,  and  the  renewal  of  the  intercourfe  of  commerce  between  the  two  nations,  on  the  footing 
of  ancient  treaties. 

Upon  this  peace.  Cardinal  Richlieu,  who  was  Superintendant-General  of  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  France,  refolved  to  maintain  three  fleets  or  fquadrons  of  fhips  conftantly  ia 
pay  ;  the  firtt,  for  the  guard  of  the  French  coatt  on  the  ocean  ;  the  fccond  for  the  like  pur- 
pofe  on  the  Mediterranean  coatt  ;  the  third  to  remain  ready  in  the  ports  of  Gafcoigne,  for  the 
convoying  and  protefting  the  French  merchantmen  trading  to  Canada.  This  was,  without 
dpubt,  a  very  wife  refolution  in  that  able  Minitter,  France  being  till  now  utterly  deftitolc  of 
maritime  ttrength. 

In  p.  72,  ibid,  we  find  that,  upon  King  Charles's  difbanding  his  army,  which  had  been 
employed  beyond  fea,  fwarms  of  Irifh  beggars  were  every  where  feeq,  to  the  great  amioyancc 
of  the  country. — "  The  King  thereupon  iflues  his  proclamation,  commanding  them  forth- 
•«  with  to  return  to  Ireland,  to  be  conveyed  from  conttable  to  conftable  to  one  or  other  of  the 
**  following  fea-ports,  viz,  Briftol,  Minehcad,  Barnftaple,  Chefter,  Liverpool,  Milford,  and 
^J  Workington  j  dircfting  tiipm  ttp  be  punifced  as  rogues  and  vagabonds,  wherever  found  bcg- 
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J629  "  ging  afterwards.  They  were  to  be  fhipped  at  the  charge  of  the  rcfpeftive  counties.  And 
**  it  was  thereby  further  direftcd,  that  no  fliip  (hall  bring  over  any  beggars  from  Ireland."— 
(Which  we  heartily  wifh  were  legally  cnafted  at  this  day,  unlefs,  which  would  be  ftill  better 
for  the  nation^  means  were  found  to  fet  all  the  Irifli  poor  coming  to  Britain  immediately  on 
fome  ufeful  employment  on  their  arrival ;  for  London  ftreets  at  prefent  (hamefully  fwarm  with 
them.) — *•  It  was  alfo  thereby  direftcd,  that  all  the  Enghfli  who  (hall  beg  as  diibandcd  foldiers 
**  or  mariners,  be  puni(hed  as  vagabonds." 

Very  various  were  the  (hifts  and  devices  which  King  Charles  I.  was  put  upon,  in  the  long 
interval  of  Parliament,  for  the  procuring  of  money.  In  p.  89,  of  the  nineteenth  volume  of 
the  Fcedera,  we  find  him,  in  this  year  1629,  "  commiffioning  Sir  Sackville  Crowe  to  get  fix 
*'  hundred  and  ten  pieces  of  iron  cannon  caft  in  our  forge  (focali  nojlro)  within  our  forcft  of 
"  Dean,  in  Gloucefterfhire,  or  elfewhere,  as  to  you  it  (hall  feem  fit."  And,  in  p.  99,  Ihid. 
he  employs  '*  Philip  Burlamach,  an  eminent  merchant,  to  fell  thofc  cannon,  (viz.  four 
"  thoufand  ton  weight  thereof)  to  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  for  the  re- 
**  deeming  from  them  his  crown  jewels,  pawned  in  the  year  1625,  for  three  hundred  thou- 
*•  fand  pounds.  Thus  England  was  flill  eminent  for  its  manufacture  of  iron  artillery,  beyond 
*'  any  other  country  in  Europe." 

And  (p.  92,  ibid.)   he  confirms  "  the  Starch-makers  Company's  monopoly,  eftabli(hcd  by 

**  his  father."     And  (p.  94,  ibid.)  he  prohibits  **  the  importation  of  French  wines,  for  a 

^  **  limited  time,  on  pretQoce  of  a  complaint  of  the  merchants  and  vintners,  that  the  quantity 

**  thereof  remaining  unfold  was  fo  large,  that  they  could  not  carry  on  tlieir  bufine(s  without 

•*  fuch  a  temporary  prohibition."     This  too  was,  probably,  a  monopolizing  job. 

In  the  fame  nineteenth  volume,  p.  95,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles  prohibits  thefale  to  fo- 
reigners, of  any  (hip  or  veffel,  whether  Engli(h  built  or  otherwife. 

In  p.  102,  ibid,  we  find  that  the  coafts  of  England  and  Ireland  were  now  much  infefted  by 
pirates  of  various  nations. — King  Charles  therefore  commifiions  his  Lord  Treafurer  Wefton 
and  others,  "  To  fend  forthwith  tp  fea  fuch  (hips  as  they  (hould  judge  needful  for  fuppreffing 
•*  of  thofe  pirates,  who  committed  all  manner  of  hoftilities  and  fpoils,  to  the  utter  overthrow 
*«  of  all  mutual  trade  between  our  own  fubjcfls  and  all  other  merchant -ftrangers,  fubjedts  p£ 
**  our  friends  and  allies." 

In  p.  119,  ibid.  King  Charles  grants  a  fpccial  commi(fion  for  compounding,  foracertaia 
fum,  with  all  fuch  as  had  neglefted  to  obey  his  proclamation,  enjoining  all  freeholders  of  forty 
pounds  per  ^nnum,  to  come  and  take  the  honour  of  knighthood. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  King  Charles's  neceflities  obliged  him  to  retrench  the  vaft  ex- 
pence  of  his  hou(hold,  by  aboli(hing  the  greateft  part  of  the  daily  tables  in  his  palace,  being, 
till  then,  it  is  faid,  jcighty  in  number,  for  the  entertainment  of  his  officers  and  fervants  ;  by 
allowing  them,  in  lieu  of  thofe  tables,  a  certain  annual  fum  by  the  name  of  board  wages  : 
whereby  both  the  crown  and  its  houfhold  fervants  are  in  the  iffue  confidcrable  gainers.  This 
was,  probably,  by  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  advice,  who,  in  a  fpccch  at  the  council  table,  told  the 
King,  "  that  there  was  never  a  back-door  of  his  palace  into  Weftminfter,  but  what  coft  him 
**  two  thoufand  pounds  yearly." 

This,  we  conceive,  was  the  original  of  the  board  wages,  which,  in  all  the  lifts  of  the  houf- 
holds  of  our  monarchs,  we  fee  to  be  ever  fince  allowed  to  tlie  King's  menial  officers  and  fer- 
vants. Some  further  reductions  of  the  fame  fort  have  been  fince  made  in  the  King's  houf- 
hold, in  lieu  of  whicli  an  addition  has  been  made  to  their  falaries. 

Vol.  II.  U  u  In 
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1629  In  this  fame  year  1629,  the  Spanifh  admiral  had  orders,  in  his  way  to  New  Spain,  to  drive 
the  Englifh  and  French  from  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftophcrs,  where  he  feizcd  en  fomc  Englilh 
Ihips  ;  and,  landing,  drove  the  French  from  their  forts,  and  obliged  them  to  embark,  as  he 
alfo  did  as  many  of  the  Englilh  as  their  own  Ihips  could  hold.  But,  when  the  Spanifh  fleet 
was  gone,  the  Englilh  left  in  that  ifland,  began  to  improve  it  with  great  fpirit ;  the  French  alfo 
returned  to  their  old  plantations  there,  and  both  nations  were  well  fupplicd  and  fupported 
from  their  refpeftivc  mother  countries.  And  the  Englifli  planters  becoming,  in  a  very  Ihort 
time,  -too  numerous  for  their  moiety  of  that  ifland,  they  from  thence  foon  after  gradually 
peopled  and  planted  the  ifles  of  Barbuda,  Monlferrat,  Antigua,  and  Barbadocs  ;  as  the 
French  alfo  did  Gaudaloupe,  &c.  in  the  fanie  neighbourhood. 

We  have  fecn,  in  vol.  xix.  p.  127,  of  the  Focdera,  **  a  confirmation  of  a  grant  from  King 
**  Charles  to  James  Hay,  Earl  of  Carlifle,  and  to  his  heirs  for  ever,  of  all  and  fingular  the 
•*  iflands,  commonly  called  the  Caribbees,  fituated  between  the  tenth  and  twentieth  degrees 
•*  of  north  latitude,  and  between  the  three  hundred  and  fifteenth  and  three  hundred  andtwcn- 
**  ty-fcventh  degrees  of  longitude,  towards  the  continent  of  America  :"  herein  named  by  the 
King,  the  province  of  Carlifle,  and  the  iflands  of  Carlifle  ; — ( Regionis  Jive  Pf-ovincia^  CarlloU 
etinfidarum  Carleolarum,)  And,  in  December  following,  the  faid  Earl  of  Carlifle  appoints 
one  Hugh  Lamy,  a  French  Protcftant  of  Normandy,  to  receive,  during  life,  all  the  rent? 
and  revenues  of  the  faid  ifles,  upon  his  having  undertaken  to  carry  colonies  of  his  countrymca 
thither,  and  to  fortify  and  improve  the  faid  ifles  ;  allowing  him  the  twentieth  part  of  the  (aid 
revenues:  all  which  was  confirmed  by  King  Charles  (p.  128,  ibid.)  in  the  fame  manner  as 
they  had  been  granted  two  years  before  to  the  Earl  of  Marlborough^  as  we  have  related  under 
the  year  1627.  Which  clear  account  of  this  matter  we  owe  entirely  to  the  Fcedera  ;  which,  it 
is  plain,  the  author  of  the  Britifli  Empire  in  America  had  not  confultcd,  even  in  the  fecond 
edition  of  that  incorreft  work,  though  rc-publiflied  fo  late  as  the  year  174*.  H^w  immcnfc 
is  the  increafe  of  the  value  of  thofe  Caribbec  ifles  in  our  days; 

In  the  fame  p.  128,  \htd.  King  Charles  confirms  the  appointment  made  by  Sir  Robert 
Heath,  his  Attorney  General,  to  the  beforc-nanf>ed  Hugh  Lamy,  of  the  office  of  Receiver  Ge- 
neral of  the  Revenues  of  the  province  of  Carolana,  (now  called  Carolina)  and  the  adjacent 
ifles  of  Bahama,  lying  between  the  thirty-firft  and  thirty-fixth  degrees  of  north  latitude,  ex- 
tending from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Sea.  Which  faid  Carolana,  with  the  Bahama  ifles, 
had  been  befpre,^  on  the  30th  of  Oftober,  in  the  fifth  of  Charles,  and  in  the  year  1629,  grant- 
ed by  the  King  to  the  faid  Robert  Heath,  and  to  his  heirs  ;  and  was  the  fame  country,  cxclu- 
five  of  the  iftesj  now  named  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  together  with  the 
ufurpcd  French  colony  behind  them,  called  Miflifippi,  or  Louifiana. 

Sir  Robert  Heath  afterwards  conveyed  tliis  province  to  the  Earl  of  Arundel,  who  was  at 
the  expcnce  of  planting  fcveral  parts  of  it :  but  the  war  which  broke  out  in  Scotland,  in  which 
tliat  Lord  was  the  King's  General,  and  the  fubfequent  civil  wars  in  England,  prevented  his 
further  progrefs  therein.  The  five  Indian  nations  of  the  Iroquois,  who  have  been  fo  long  the 
voluntary  vafl&ls  of  the  Englifli  crown,  {and  who  had  lately  conquered  all  the  country  from 
their  own  original  country  behind  New  York  as  far  as  the  MiflTifippi  and  beyond  it)  itadca 
furrender  and  falc  of  all  thofe  conquefts  to  the  Governor  of  New  York,  in  King  James  the 
Second's  reign  ;  according  to  Cox's  Defcription  of  Carolina,  p.  109,  113,  116,  &c. 

Peace  being  concluded  between  England  and  France,  we  find,  in  p.  129,  of  the  fame  nine- 
teenth volume  of  the  Fcedera,  **  a  commiflion  of  enquiry  by  King  Charles  mto  certain  goods, 
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4629  "  fkins,  and  other  merchandize,  taken  by  Captain  Kirk,  and  his  aflbciates,  from  certain  of 
"  the  French  which  were  remaining  in  the  fort  of  Quebec,  in  the  College  of  the  Jefuits,  and 
«*  in  a  ftiip  taken  by  him  in  Canada."  Yet  it  fcems  the  final  fettlement  of  the  peace  was  not 
cfFeftcd  (as  we  {hall  fee)  till  the  year  1632. 

It  is  commonly  faid,  that  in  and  about  this  fame  year  the  Englifti  firft  began  to  plant  on  the 
ifland  of  Providence,  the  chief  of  the  Bahama  iflcs,  in  America,  till  then  quite  uninhabited. 
King  Charles  I.  after  the  conclufion  of  peace  with  Spain,  confirmed  his  before-named  grant 
of  thofe  ifles  :  and  England  has  continued  to  keep  up  her  right  to  the  faid  iflps  as  the  firft  oc- 
cupiers,  although  they  have  fcarcely  fettled  in  any  of  them,  excepting  this  of  Providence :  and 
even  this  is  planted  to  very  little  purpofe,  any  further  than  for  a  retreat  in  cafe  of  ftorms,  and 
to  prevent  pirates  and  foreign  nations  from  pofleffing  it.  Tortuga  is  alfo  juftjy  clainjcd  by 
Great  Britain,  becaufe  of  our  having  early  rcforted  thither  for  fait ;  though  not  as  yet  properly 
planted  by  us. 

In  the  before  mentioned  p.  129,  ii/id.  King  Charles  iflucs  the  following  proclamation,  in 
behalf  of  the  Eaftland  Company,  viz. 

Whereas  the  Eaftland  Company  have,  by  the  fpace  of  fifty  years  at  leaft,  had  a  fettled  and 

conftant  poflcflion  of  trade  in  the  faid  Eaftland  parts  in  the  Baltic  Seas  :" — it  was  firft  ereSed  ' 

in  the  year  1579.     *'  And  have  had  both  the  fole  carrying  thither  of  our  Englilh  commodi- 

*'  ties,  and  alfo  the  fole  bringing  in  of  all  the  commodities  of  tliofe  countries ;  as  namely^ 

*'  hemp-yarn,  cable-yarn,  flax,  pot-afhes,  fope-a(hes,  Polonia  wool,  cordage,  Eaftland  linen 

**  cloth,  pitch,  tar,  and  wood.     Whereby  our  kingdom  hath  been  much  enriched,  our  (hips 

and  mariners  fet  on  work,  and  the  honour  and  fame  of  our  nation  fpread  and  enlarged  in 

'  thofe  parts. 

**  And  whereas,  for  their  further  encouragement,  the  faid  Company  have  had  and  enjoyed, 

by  letters  patent  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  the  exclufive  privileges  above-named,  with  gene- 

'  ral  prohibitions  and  reftraints  of  all  others  not  licenfed  by  the  faid  letters  patent :  we, 

minding  the  upholding  of  the  faid  trade,    and  not  to  fufFcr  the  faid  fociety  to  fuftain 

'  any  violation,  or  dimunition  of  their  liberties  and  privileges,  have  thought  good  to  ratify 

'  the  fame.  v 

"  And  we  do  hereby  ftriflly  charge  and  command  all  our  cuftomers,  comptrollers,   &c. 

that  they  fuffer  not  any  broad-cloths,   dozens,    kerfies,   bayes,   (kins,  or  fuch-like  Eng- 

lifh  commodities,  to  be  fhippcd  for  exportation  to  thofe  parts,  nor  any  hemp,  &c.  (as 

before-named)    or  any  other  commodities  whatfoever,  of  thofe  foreign  countries  wherein 

the  faid  Company  have  ufed  to  trade,  to  be  imported  by  any  but  fuch  as  are  free  of  that 

Company. 

^*  Provided  always,  that  the  importation  of  corn  and  grain  be  left  free  and  without  reftraint. 
We  alfoftridly  command,  that  the  ftatutes  of  the  fifth  of  King  Richard  II.  the  fourth  of 
King  Henry  VII.  and  the  tbirty-fccond  of  King  Henry  VI 11.  made  againft  the  fhrpping  of 
merchandize  in  ftrangers  bottoms,  either  inward  or  outward,  be  duly  put  in  execution  :  and 
that  neither  the  faid  Company,  nor  any  other  whatfoever,  be  permitted  to  export  or  import 
-**  any  of  the  above-named  commodities  in  any  but  Englifh  bottoms,  under  the  penalties  in  the 
**  faid  ftatutes  contained." 

The  great  increafe  of  the  commerce  of  England  having  of  late  years  very  much  incrcafcd  the 
inland  carriage  of  goods  and  merchandize,  whereby  the  roads  were  become  more  broken  tlian 
heretofore:  King  Charles  (in  p.  130,  of  volume  nineteen,  of  the  FoeJcra)  '•  ilTued  his  pro- 

U  u  2  clamation. 
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1629  •*  clamation,  confirming  one  of  his  late  fether's  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  for  the  pre^* 
**  fervation  of  the  public  roads  of  England  :  commanding,  that  no  common  carrier,  or  other 
**  perfon  whatfoever,  fhall  travel  with  any  waine,  cart,  or  carriage,  with  more  than  two 
**  wheels,  nor  with  above  the  weight  of  twenty  hundred :  nor  fhall  draw  any  waine,  cart,  or 
•*  other  carriage,  with  above  five  horfes  at  once.'*  How  great  is  the  alteration  fince  this  time, 
that  waggons,  permitted  to  carry  above  thrice  that  weight,  have  come  into  fuch  univcrfal 
life  ? 

In  the  catalogue  of  the  grants  of  offices,  by  King  Charles,  during  this  year,  p.  132,  ibid,  we 
have  one,  called.  An  Office  for  the  Regiflcr  and  Sales  and  Pawns  made  to  retailing  Brokers. 
Which  retailing  brokers  feem  to  have  been  much  the  fame  we  now  call  pawnbrokers.  This 
was,  probably,  one  of  that  King's  lucrative  monopoly  grants. 

London  at  this  time  abounded  in  wealth  and  grandeur,  compared  to  its  condition  in  former 
ages.  The  gay  appearance  of  goldfmitli's  fhops  fhining  with  plate,  on  tlie  fouth  fide  of  the 
ftreet  called  Cheapfide,  thence  named  Goldfmith's  Row,  was  then  thought  very  grand ;  ex- 
tending from  Bucklerfbury  to  the  Old  Change,  (four  fhops  only  excepted,  of  other  trades) 
which  fmall  exception  made  the  Privy  Council  think  it  worth  while  to  direft  the  Judges  to 
confider  what  laws  there  might  be  in  force  to  oblige  the  goldfmiths  to  eflablifh  themfclvcs  in 
Cheapfide  and  Lombard -flrect,  for  the  ufe  of  their  trade. 

1630  In  the  year  1630,  Guflavus  Adolphus,  the  heroic  King  of  Sweden,  having  entered  into 
Germany  with  an  army,  occafioned  much  damage  to  the  commerce  of  the  Hans-towns,  by 
the  dcvaftations  committed  by  his  troops.  In  that  King's  man ifeflo,  **  he  accufes  the  Impe- 
^*  rialifls"  (vol.  ii.  p.  292 — 304,  of  the  General  Colleftion  of  Treaties)  "  of  forbidding  his 
^  merchants  all  freedom  of  commerce,  feizing  on  their  merchandize,  and  confifcating  the 
**  Swedifh  fhips,  under  the  pretence  of  eflablifliing  a  general  commerce  at  Lubeck  for  die 
**  Hans-towns ;  which,  in  efFeft,"  fays  that  King's  manifefto,  **  was  driving  the  Swedes 
**  from  the  whole  commerce  of  the  Baltic,  and  erefting  a  naval  force  at  the  expcnce  of  his 
**  merchants,  in  order  to  freely  ravage  and  pirate  in  that  fea  :  hdving  newly  created  an  unheard 
**  of  dignity  of  a  General  of  the  Seas  for  that  purpofe,  and  pofTefled  themfclvcs  of  the  porrs 
•*  and  fortified  places  of  Mecklenburg  and  Pomerania,  fortifying  the^ort  of  the  free  Hanfeatic 
**  city  of  Straelfund,  for  a  receptacle  and  retreat  to  their  pirates-"'  Had  the  houfe  of  Auflria 
fucceeded  in  their  defign  of  rendering  themfclvcs  abfolute  in  the  empire,  there  would  foon  have 
been  an  end  of  all  freedom  of  commerce  in  the  ports  of  Germany  :  and  this  gave  a  fine  handle 
to  Guflavus  to  take  die  city  of  Straelfund  under  his  proteftion,  whereby  Sweden  has  ever  fince 
held  a  port  fo  very  commodious  for  introducing  her  armies  into  Germany.  Although  Strael- 
fund is  far  from  being  bettered,  fince  from  a  free  city  it  is  become  fubjeft  to  Sweden. 

For  the  aid  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  the  fupport  of  the  liberty  of  commerce,  King 
Charles,  of  Great  Britain,  fecretly  encouraged  James  Marquis  of  Hamilton  to  fign  a  treaty 
this  year  with  Guflavus,  for  raifing  and  conveying  fix  thoufand  Scotifh  troops  to  Germany ; 
though  King  Charles  would  not  appear  in  it  for  fear  of  offending  the  Emperor,  who  gave 
him  hopes  of  refloring  the  Palatinate  to  the  King  of  Bohemia,  his  brother-in-law. 

In  the  nineteenth  volume,  p.  155,  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  King  Charles's  proclamation  in 
behalf  of  the  Englifh  woollen.  manufa£lure,  confirming  one  of  his  father's,  "  againfl  the  ex- 
"  portation  of  wool,  woolfels,  woollen-yarn,  Cornifh  hair.  Fuller's  earth,  and  wood  afhcs, 
''  and  alfo  hides,  either  raw  or  tanned,,  upon  paia  of  confifcation,  &c. 
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1630      **  And  that,  for  the  better  utterance  of  cloth  within  this  kingdom,  all  black  cloths  and 

**  mourning  fluffs  at  funerals,  (hall  be  only  of  the  wools  of  this  kingdom.  And,  as  the  falfe 
"  dying  of  cloth  and  (luffs  is  a  great  hindrance  to  their  vent,  none  tlierefore  fliall  therein  ufe 
**  any  logwood  or  blockwood." 

6:5*  Since  thofe  times,  dyers  have  found  means  to  make  logwood  of  great  ufe  in  their  prac- 
tice of  dying  black,  &c. 

We  have  another  proclamation  of  King  Charles,  wherein  he  obferves,  "  That  iron-wire  is 
«*  a  manufafture  long  praftifed  in  the  realm,  whereby  many  thoufands  of  our  fubjefts  have 
**  long  been  employed  :  and  that  Englilh  wire  is  made  of  the  toughed  and  bcft  Ofmond  iron, 
**  a  native  commodity  of  this  kingdom,  and  is  much  better  than  what  comes  from  foreign 
**  parts,  efpecially  for  tlie  making  of  good  wool-cards,  without  which  no  good  cloth  can  be 
"  made.  And  whereas  complaints  have  been  made  by  the  wire-drawers  of  this  kingdom, 
"  that,  by  reafon  of  the  great  quantities  of  foreign  iron-wire  lately  imported,  our  faid  fubjefts 
**  cannot  be  fet  on  work ;  wherefore  we  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  iron-wire,  and 
"  wool-cards  made  thereof,'  as  alfo  hooks  and  eyes,  and  other  manufaftures  made  of  foreign 
"  wire.  Neither  fhall  any  tranflate  and  trim  up  any  old  wool-cards,  nor  fell  the  fame,  either 
**  at  home  or  abroad." — Fcedera,  vol.  xix.  p.  163. 

In  p.  177,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  a  frefh  proclamation  of  King  Charles,  **  againft 
"  ereftingof  houfes  on  new  foundations  in  London,  Weftminfter,  or  within  three  miles  of 
"  any  of  the  gates  of  London,  or  of  the  palace  of  Weftminfter.  Alfo  againft  the  entertaining 
**  of  inmates  in  houfes  there  ;  which,"  fays  the  King,  "would  multiply  the  inhablMnts  to 
**  fuch  an  exceffive  number,  that  they  could  neither  be  governed  nor  fed."  He  alfo  enjoins, 
^  the  rebuilding  of  old  houfes  with  brick  or  ftone;  and  forbids  cellars  for  viftualling-houfes, 
**  and  (beds  and  other  annoyances  in  the  ftreets  ;  renewing  alfo  his  former  regulations  for  the 
**  making  of  bricks  and  tiles  :  alfo  for  the  making  of  all  thefe  regulations  effcftual,  he  appoints^ 
"  Sir  James  Campbell,  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  jointly  with  many' lords  and  gentlemen^ 

"  therein  named,  or  any  four  of  them,  to  be  his  commiffioners  for  thefe  ends." Sec  the 

**  Foedcra,  vol.  xix.  p.  181,  &c. 

We  have  already  made  fufficicnt  remarks  on  the  inexpediency,  &c.  of  fuch  reftraints  with 
regard  to  building  on  new  foundations  in  London,  under  the  years  1580  and  1593;  to  which 
therefore  we  refer  the  reader. 

The  following  proclamation  in  the  Foedera,  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  187,  by  King  Charles 
fhews,  in  part,  the  ftate  of  the  filk  manufafture  in  England  in  the  fame  year,  viz. 

"  That  the  trade  of  filk  within  this  realm,  by  the  importation  thereof  raw  from  foreign 
"  parts,  and  throwing,  dying,  and  working  the  fame  into  manufaftures  here  at  home,  is  much 
"  increafed  within  a  few  years  paft.  But  a  fraud  in  the  dying  thereof  being  lately  difcovercd, 
♦*  by  adding  to  tiie  weight  of  filk  in  the  dye  beyond  a  juft  proportion,  by  a  falfe  and  deceitful 
**  mixture  in  the  ingredients  ufed  in  dying;  whereby  alfo  the  filk  is  weakened  and  corrupted, 
"  and  the  colour  made  worfe :  wherefore,  we  ftridly  command,  that  no  filk-dyer  do  hereafter 
"  ufe  any  flip,  alder-bark,  filings  of  iron,  or  other  deceitful  matter,  in  dying  of  filk,  either  black 
"  or  coloured.  That  no  filk  Ihall  be  dyed  of  any  other  black  but  Spanifh  black,  and  not  of 
"  the  dye  called  London  black,  or  light  weight.  Neither  fhall  they  dye  any  filk  before  the 
"  gum  be  fair  boiled  off  from  the  filk,  being  raw." — With  many  other  regulations  relating  to 
"  filk-dying,  and  the  proportional  weight  before  and  after  dying,  too  tedious  to  be  now  parti- 
"  cularifed;  # 

In 


Digitized  by 


Google 


54^  AN     HISTORICAL     AND      CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 

A.    D. 

1630  In  the  fame  volume,  p.  189,  we  have  King  Charles's  exclufive  patent  to  four  perfons,  for 
their  pretended  new  invention,  **  for  melting,  forging,  or  fining  of  iron,  lead,  tin,  and  fait; 
**  and  for  the  burning  of  bricks,  tiles,  lime,  &c.  with  the  fuel  of  peat  or  turf,  reduced  into  a 
*'  coal ;  without  the  ufe  either  of  fea-coal,  pit-coal,  or  wood." 

One  would  naturally  imagine,  that  the  condition  of  England,  in  refpeft  of  flefli-mcat,  and 
other  provifiods,  muft  in  thofe  times  have  been  very  different  from  what  it  is  in  our  days; 
otherwife  we  (hould  not,  furely,  have  had  a  proclamation  from  this  King,  in  the  year  1627,  a> 
alfo  feveral  from  King  James,  and  likewife  a  law  in  15^3*  iii  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign;  all 
which  tend  to  reftrain  the  eating  of  flefli-meat  in  Lent,  and  on  other  fi(h  days. 

But  we  have  in  this  year  1630,  what  in  our  days  would  be  thought  ftill  a  more  extraordinary 
proclamation  on  this  fubjcft,  in  the  nineteenth  volume,  p.  195,  of  the  Fcedera. 

*'  Therein  King  Charles  takes  noticQ  of  the  abufes  committed  by  ingroflcrs,  badgers,  brog- 
'*  gers,  and  buyers  of  cora,"  it  being  then  ayear  of  fcarcity,  ^'  And  the  King,  the  moretofave 
**  the  provifions  of  the  nation,  enjoins  the  general  praftice  of  the  ancient  laudable  cuftom, 
"  that  no  fuppers  were  wont  to  be  kept  on  Fridays,  nor  on  the  eves  of  feafts  commanded  to 
**  be  fafled,  nor  on  Wednefdays  and  Saturdays  in  the  Ember-weeks,  and  in  Lent.  The  fame 
"  courfe,"  adds  the  King,  '*  being  ftill  obferved  in  the  King's  houfhold,  and  in  the  families 
**  of  moft  of  the  nobility,  and  of  many  gentlemen,  as  alfo  in  the  inns  of  court  and  chancery, 
**  and  the  colleges  of  univerfities.  He  alfo  ordains,  that  the  feafts  at  halls  of  the  city  compa- 
•**  nies  be  forborn;  and  that  half  the  cxpencc  thereof  be  given  to  the  neceflitous  poor.  And 
**  whereas  foreign  ftiips  frequently  come  empty  into  the  ports  of  England,  to  viftual  for  long 
**  voyages,  which,  in  a  time  of  fcarcity,  is  by  no  means  to  be  fufFered  :  fuch  fhips,  therefore^ 
*'  (hall  hereafter  only  take  in  fuch  a  quantity  of  provifions  as  the  magiftrates  of  the  refpeftivc 
**  ports  (hall  judge  convenient,  being  only  for  their  neceflfary  fubfiftence  till  their  return  into 
**  their  own  country^" 

In  p.  aoo,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  in  this  year  a  monopoly  projeft,  "  for  the  prafticc 
*'  of  a  new  invention  for  the  feparating  of  gold  and  filver  from  or  out  of  other  bafer  meuls, 
**  viz.  copper,  tin,  and  lead;  granted  for  fourteen  years:  paying  one-third  of  the  neat  profit 
**  thereof  to  the  King." 

In  this  year  alfo,  and  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  211,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles  moft  lauda- 
bly commiflions  a  number  of  his  great  officers  of  ftate,  *'  To  enquire  into  the  fifhery  on  the 
*'  Britifh  coafts,  how  the  fame  may  be  rendered  more  beneficial  to  the  nation,  by  framing  a 
**  general  fifhery  company,  compofed  of  fome  of  each  of  his  three  kingdoms.  For  which  end, 
**  he  licrein  promifes  to  iflTuc  like  commiflions  to  Scotland  and  Ireland." — Sec  more  of  this 
**  under  the  year  1633. 

In  the  fame  year  1630,  Fcedera,  vol.  xix.  p.  219,  &c.  **  King  Charles  ilTues  a  commiffion, 
**  wherein  he  takes  notice  of  the  deceitful  making  of  our  white  cloths,  exported  by  the  Mcr- 
**  chant- adventurers  Company,  who  have  frequently  many  confiderable  fums  deduSed  from 
**  them  by  perfons  they  deal  with  beyond-fea,  on  account  of  defefts  in  our  faid  cloths,  in 
**  point  of  length,  breadth,  and  weight :  whereby  our  cloths,  in  general,  arc  depreciated  in  fo- 
^*  reign  parts.  Wherefore,  he  appoints  them  commiffioners  for  the  counties  of  Somcrfet, 
-*•  Wilts,  Gloucefter,  and  Oxon,  to  fee  the  ftatutes  for  the  right  making  of  white  cloth  pot  in 
**  execution,  and  that  the  fearchers  and  overfeers  do  their  duty." 

In  Foedera,  vol.  xix.  p.  219,  &c.  we  have  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  between  King 
*«  Charles  I.  of  England,  and  King  Philip  IV.  of  Spain,  figned  at  Madrid. 
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163a      What  relates  to  commerce  is  to  the  following  efFeft,  viz. 

Articles  VII.  and  XVIII.  *'  The  fame  articles  or  conditions  of  commerce  are  hereby  re- 
**  newed,  that  exifted  before  the  war  broke  out  between  Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  Philip  II. 
♦*  and  as  ilipulatcd  in  the  ninth  and  twenty-fccond  articles  of  the  year  1604. 

VIII.  *'  The  merchant  fhips,  and  fhips  of  war  of  botli  Kings,  fo  as  the  latter  do  not  exceed 
•*  eight  in  number,  may  freely  refort  to  the  ports  of  both  countries,  and  may  tlwre  take  in  pro- 
*'  vifions,  refit  their  fhips,  and  trade  aS  by  ancient  treaties.  But  fhips  of  war  fhall  remain  no 
«*  longer  than  till  they  have  refitted  and  reviftualled.  Neither  fhall  a  greater  number  of  them 
♦*  come  into  any  port  of  the  other  party,  without  fpecial  leave  obtained  from  the  fovcreign  of 
*'  that  port:  nor  fliall  they,  under  colour  of  lawful  commerce,  fupply  the  enemy  of  cither 
*'  party  with  provifions,  nor  with  naval  or  warlike  flores. 

XI.  *'  No  new  impofitions  fliall  be  laid  in  Spain,  on  the  merchandize  of  that  country, 
**  brought  away  by  the  Englilh  in  their  own  fhips. 

XIX.  '*  No  difturbance  Ihall  be  given  in  Spain  to  the  Englifh  trading  thither,  on  account 
*»  of  confcience,  where  no  fcandal  fhall  be  given. 

XX.  "  Where  any  goods  prohibited  are  exported,  none  but  the  delinquents  fhall  be  pu- 
**  nifhed  for  the  fame  :  nor  fhall  any  thing  more  be  forfeited  but  the  faid  goods. 

XXI.  *'  The  efFefts  of  perfons  dying  in  either  country,  fhall  be  fecured  for  the  benefit  of 
**  their  heirs,  &c. 

XXIII.  **  In  cafe  of  a  rupture  hereafter  between  the  two  nations,  fix  months  fhall  be  al- 
•'  lowed  both  parties  to  remove  their  cfTefts. 

XXIV.  **  The  Ihips  of  neither  party  fhall  be  detained  in  the  ports  of  the  other  party, 
**  nor  fhall  be  employed  for  warlike,  or  other  purpofes,  without  the  confent  of  their  own 
**  fovereigns." 

In  the  fame  volume,  p.  235,  we  have  another  of  King  Charles'^s  proclamations  againfl  the 
growing  of  tobacco  in  England  and  Ireland  ;  where,  it  feems,  great  quantities  were  flill  raifed. 
And,  after  inveighing,  like  his  father's  and  his  own  wonted  manner,  againfl  the  inordinate  ufc 
of  tobacco,  which  he  here  terms  an  ufelefs  weed,  he  again  forbids  the  importation  not  only  of 
all  foreign  tobacco,  without  his  licence,  but  even  that  the  quantity  of  tobacco  from  Virginia, 
the  Somer  ifles,  and  Caribbee  ifles,  be  annually  limited  by  himfelf,  and  that  none  be  imported 
but  into  the  port  of  London  only. 

In  Mr.  Munn's  judicious  book,  entitled,  England's  Treafure  by  Foreign  Trade,  publiflied 
after  his  death  by  his  fon,  in  the  year  1664,  treating  of  the  advantages  of  permitting  the  free 
exportation  of  our  own  coin,  as  well  as  of  foreign  bullion,  he  obferves,  *'  That  Ferdinand  I. 
"  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  was  very  rich  in  treafure,  and  enlarged  his  trade,  by  lending 
**  to  merchants  great  fums  of  money,  at  a  low  interefl :  that  myfelf  had  forty  thoufand  crowrw 
"  of  him,  gratis,  for  a  whole  year  ;  although  he  knew  that  I  would  prefently  fend  it  away  in 
"  fpecie  to  Turkey,  to  be  employed  in  wares  for  his  country  ;  he  being  well  afTured,  that  in 
**  this  courfe  of  trade,  it  would  return  again,  according  to  the  old  faying,  with  a  duck  in  the 
**  mouth. — By  his  thus  encouraging  of  commerce,  within  thefe  thirty  years,  the  trade  of  his 
"  port  of  Leghorn  is  fo  much  increafed,  that  of  a  poor  little  town,  as  I  myfelf  knew  it,  it  is 
**  now  become  a  fair  and  flrong  city." 

It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Munn  might  write  this  book  about  the  year  1660,  and  was  at  Leg- 
horn  about  this  year  1630. 

Ill 


Digitized  by 


Google 


344  AN    HISTORICAL    AN  D   C  HR  ON  O  L  O  G  I  C  A  L    D  ED  U  C  T  I  OK 

A.  D. 

1630  In  this  fame  year,  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  again  invaded  Brafil,  with  better  fuccefs 
than  before,  and  poflefled  themfelves  of  the  city  of  Olinda  there,  with  the  entire  province  of 
Fernambuquc ;  and  afterwards  they  gradually  extended  their  conqucfts  much  further  into  that 
country. 

We  fhall  clofe  this  year  1630,  according  to  our  late  old  ftile,  with  fome  more  of  King 
Charles's  monopoly  projefls,  from  the  Foedera,  vol.  xix.  p.  239  to  247,  viz.  his  exclufive 
grants  or  charters  to  one  David  Ramfay,  a  great  projeftor  in  tliofc  days,  for  the  following  pre- 
tended new  inventions,  viz. 

I.  *•  To  multiply  and  make  faltpetre  in  any  open  field  of  only  four  acres  of  ground,  fuffi- 
**  cient  to  ferve  all  our  dominions. 

II.  "  To  raife  water  from  low  pits  by  fire. 

III.  "  To  make  any  fort  of  mills  to  go  on  Handing  waters,  by  continual  motion,  witliout 
**  the  help  of  wind,  weight,  or  horfe. 

IV.  "  To  make  all  forts  of  tapeftry  without  any  weaving-loom,  or  other  way  ever  yet  in 
^'  ufe  in  this  kingdom. 

V.  "  To  make  boats,  fhips,  and  barges,  to  go  againft  ftrong  wind  and  tide. 

VI.  **  To  make  the  earth  more  fertile  than  ufual. 

VII.  "  To  raife  water  from  low  mines  and  coal-pits,  by  a  way  never  yet  in  ufe. 

VIII.  '*  To  make  hard  iron  foft,  and  likewife  copper  to  be  tough  and  foft;  which  is  not  in 
**  ufe  in  this  kingdom. 

IX.  **  To  make  yellow  wax  white  very  fpeedily." — This  man  feems  to  have  had  as  fruitful 
•'  a  brain  as  even  any  01  the  famous  year  1720. 

Another  projeft,  p.  242,  &c.  in  this  fame  year,  was,  "  For  the  conveying  of  certain  fprings 
**  of  water  into  London  and  Weftminfter,  from  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of  Hodfdon,  in 
**  Hertfordfhire,  by  the  undertakers.  Sir  Edward  Stradling  and  John  Lyde,"  the  projeftor 
being  one  Michael  Parker.  '^  For  defraying  the  expenccs  whereof.  King  Charles  grants  them 
*^  a  fpccial  licence  to  eredt  and  publifh  a  lottery  or  lotteries;  according,"  fays  this  record, 
"  to  the  courfe  of  other  lotteries  heretofore  ufed  or  praftifed."  Which  is  the  firft  mention  of 
lotteries  either  in  the  Foedera  or  Statute-book.  "  And,  for  the  fole  privilege  of  bringing  the 
**  faid  waters  in  aquedufts  to  London,  they  were  to  pay  four  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  into 
**  the  King's  exchequer:  and,  the  better  to  enable  them  to  make  the  faid  large  annual  pay- 
"  ment,  the  King  grants  them  leave  to  bring  their  aquedufts  through  any  of  his  parks,  chaces, 
**  lands,  &c.  and  to  dig  up  the  fame  gratis." 

We  Ihould  alfo  obferve,  that,  in  this  fame  year  1630,  a  fpccial  licence  was  granted  by  King 
Charles,  for  importing  of  horfes ;  and  another  for  exporting  of  dogs. 
1631       A  projeft  was  now  authorifed  by  King  Charles,  for  the  fole  ufe  of  an  invention  for  the  de- 
defence  of  marfh-lands  from  inundations  from  the  fea.     The  projeftor  to  pay  twenty  Ihillings 
annuaHy  into  the  Exchequer. — Foedera,  vol.  xix.  p.  251. 

In  the  fame  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  287,  we  meet  with  the  firft  eflay  for  the  coining  of 
milled  money  in  England,  by  mills  and  preflTes,  in  the  beautiful  method  praftifed  in  our  days, 
*^  In  a  commiflion  from  King  Charles  to  Sir  William  Balfour,  then  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower 
*'  of  London,  Inigo  Jones,  Efquire,  furveyor  of  the  King's  works,  and  five  others  ;  who  were 
'^  thei:eby  direfted  to  examine  the  praftice  thereof  by  the  undertaker,  Nicholas  Bryitt,  a  Lor- 
**  rainer,  who,  for  that  purpofe,  had  gold  and  filver  bullion  delivered  to  him  by  Sir  ^.obcrt 
^  Harley,  mafter  of  themint.'* 
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1631  In  p.  301,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  King  Charles's  commiffion  to  feveral  great  officers 
of  ftate,  &c.  "  To  confider  of,  and  report  to  him,  the  prefent  flate  of  Virginia,  and  of  the 
*^  produft,  commodities,  &c.  moft  proper  to  be  raifed  and  advanced  in  that  plantation ;  and  its 
**  further  fettlement  and  advancement." 

Under  the  faid  year  1631,  and  in  the  nineteenth  volume,  p.  303,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find, 
that  Quebec,  in  Canada,  had  been  again  feized  on  by  Captain  Kirk,  in  the  year  1629,  before 
he  knew  of  the  conclufion  of  peace  between  England  and  France  that  fame  year :  **  Whcrc- 
**  fore  King  Charles  now  gives  a  promife,  under  his  fign-manual,  to  his  brother-in-law, 
^*  Louis  XIII.  of  France,  that,  as  foon  as  commiflioners  from  him  Ihould  arrive  at  Canada, 
"  his  people  (hould  deliver  up  to  France  the  faid  fortrefs  and  town  (habhatio)  of  Quebec  :— 
y  And  that  whatever  had  been  embezzled  therein  fhould  be  reftored  to  the  French." 

The  late  King  James  having,  it  Teems,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  letters- 
patent,  which  we  have  not  before  met  with,  for  the  fole  ufc  of  a  new  method  of  making  hard 
foap,  with  a  material  called  berilia,  without  the  ufe  of  any  fire  in  the  making  thereof ;  as  alfa 
for  burning  and  preparing  of  bean  and  peas-ftraw,  kelp,  fern,  and  other  vegetables  found  in  his 
Majcfty's  dominions,  into  pot-a(hes,  for  the  making  of  foap,  he,  in  the  fame  nineteenth  vo- 
lume, p.  323,  &c.  "  grants  a  frefh  patent,  for  fourteen  years,  to  the  old  patentees,  Roger 
**  Jones  and  Andrew  Palmer,  jointly  with  Sir  Wiyiam  Ruflell,  &c.  for  further  improving 
**  the  faid  inventions,  and  for  their  fole  ufe  thereof."  This  monopoly  brought  ten  thoufand 
pounds  into  the  Exchequer. 

In  p.  329,  of  the  fame  volume,  that  King  again  prohibits  the  eating  of  flefli  in  Len,t,  &c; 
as  in  his  former  ones. 

In  p.  335,  of  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  King  Charles's  proclamation 
**  for  rcftraining  the  excefs  of  the  private  or  clandeftine  trade  carried  on  to  and  from  the  Eaft 
**  Indies,  by  the  officers  and  failors  in  the  Company's  own  ftiips."  But  what  is  more  for 
our  purpofc,  is,  the  catalogue  therein  exhibited  of  the  wares  and  merchandize  licenfed  to  be 
exported  to  India,  and  alfo  of  thofe  licenfed  to  be  imported  from  thence,  viz. 

"Goods  allowed  to  be  exported  to  India: — Perpetuanas  and  drapery,  pewter,  faffron, 
**  wooUen-ftockings,  filk-ftockings  and  garters,  ribband-rofes  edged  with  gold-lace,  beaver- 
<«  hats,  with  gold  and  filver-bands,  felt-hats,  ftrong-waters,  knives,  Spanifli  leather  Ihoes,  iron, 
**  and  looking-glafles." 

**  Goods  which  might  be  imported  from  India :— Long  pepper,  white  pepper,  white  pow- 
**  der  fugar  prefcrved,  nutmegs  and  ginger  preferved,  myrabolans,  bezoar-ftones,  drugs  of  all 
**  forts,  agate-heads,  blood-ftones,  mulk,  aloes-fucatrina,  ambcrgreafe,  rich  carpets  of  Perfia, 
**  and  of  Cambaya,  quilts  of  fatin,  tafFaty,  painted  callicoes,  benjamin,  damafks,  fatins  and  taf- 
**  fades  of  China,  quilts  of  Chioa  embroidered  with  gold,  quilts  of  Pitania  embroidered  with 
**  filk,  galls,  worm-feeds,  fugar-candy,  china-difhes  and  puflanes,  (/.  e.  porcelain)  of  all  forts.'* 
By  this  catalogue,  differing  not  a  little  from  our  modern  India  cargoes,  we  may  learn,  that 
many  rich  and  ufeful  commodities  were  then  imported  from  India,  and  that  china-ware  or  por- 
celain was  then  come  into  ufe  in  Europe,  although  this  is  the  firft  authentic  mention  thereof 
to  be  met  with  in  the  Foedera.  Botcro,  indeed,  mentions  it  fo  early  as  in  the  year  1590 ;  and 
it  is  again  mentioned  in  1593.  But  neither  tea  nor  coffee  were  as  yet  brought  home  by  our 
India  fliips. 

In  p.  338,  vol.  xix.  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles  confirmed  a  grant  nude  by  King  James, 

for  incorporating  the  ftarch-makcrs  of  London  ;  who  were  to  pay  the  King  one  thoufand  five 
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1631  hundred  pounds  the  firft  year,  two  thou fand  five  hundred  pounds  the  fecond  year,  and  for 
every  fuccceding  year  three  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds.  And  as  for  the  playing-card  mo- 
nopoly, the  King  bought  them  all  of  the  company,  and  fold  them  out  again  at  a  much  higher 
price. 

In  this  fame  year,  a  large  Spanifh  fleet,  attempting  tacut  ofFthe  communication  betwcerj 
Holland  and  Zeland,  were  utterly  overthrown  by  the  Dutch  Admiral  Hollar,  who  took  their 
whole  fleet,  and  near  five  thoufand  failors. 

In  a  lift  of  offices  filled  up  in  the  nineteenth  volume,  p.  546,  of  the  Foedera,  there  is  a  grant 
to  William  Frizell,  and  others,  oftheoflicc  of  poftmafter  for  foreign  parts,  in  reverfion. — 
And,  in  the  following  year,  in  the  fame  volume,  p.  385,  we  learn,  that  this  oflice  had  been  firft 
erefted  by  King  James,  without  naming  the  year.  It  fecms,  that  before  that  firft  appoint- 
ment, and  even  fometimes  fince,  private  undertakers  only,  conveyed  letters  to  and  from  fo- 
reign parts.  King  Charles,  therefore,  now  ftriftly  enjoins,  that  none  but  his  then  foreign 
poftmafters  do  hereafter  prefume  to  exercife  any  part  of  that  office. 

In  p.  370  of  the  faid  vol.  xrx.  King  Charles,  in  the  feventh  year  of  his  reign,  ereftcd,  by  charter^ 
a  fecond  company  for  a  trade  to  Africa,  **  granted  to  Sir  Richard  Young,  Sir  Kenclm  Digby, 
•*  ind  fundry  merchants ;  to  enjoy  the  folc  trade  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  Binny,  ("L  e.  Benin) 
**  and  Angola ;.  between  Cape  Blanco,  in  twenty  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  the  Cape  of 
•*  Good  Hope,  at  about  thirty-four  degrees  of  fouth  latitude,  together  with  the  ifles  adjacent^ 
<*  for  thirty-one  years  to  come.  Whicli  charter  prohibits  not  only  his  own  fubjefts^  (the 
**  patentees  excepted)  but  likewife  the  fubje£ts  of  every  other  prince  and  ftate,  (ac  etiamfui* 
**  ditis  aliorum  principum  veljiatus  cujufcunquej  to  trade  or  refort  to  or  within  die  faid  Hmits, 
**  on  any  pretence  whatfocver.'*  A  very  bold  prohibition  this,  more  efpecially  as  he  wdl 
knew  that  the  Portuguefe  were  long  before  ftrongly  fettled  on  the  coaft  of  Angola,  &c.  and 
what  furely  he  could  never  have  been  able  to  make  good.  "  Neither  were  any  but  thofe  pa- 
"  tentees  to  import  into  his  dominions  any  red-wood,  fkins,  wax,  gums,  dyers-grains,  (grana 
**  tln^oria)  nor  any  other  merchandize,  upon  forfeiture  of  (hip  and  car^o,  Andthepaten- 
"  tees  were  empowered  to  feize  on  all  fhips  and  merchandize  they  fhould  find  within  their 
**  bounds,  contrary  to  this  charter;  and  might  alfofearch  into  the  inner  parts  of  Africa." 

This  charter  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Foedera  under  the  year  1631,  but  is  only  recited  in 
the  page  before-mentioned,  on  the  twenty-third  of  April,  1632,  as  having  been  granted  in  the 
preceding  year.  **  And  the  King,'*  in  the  year  1632,  "^  grants  his  proteftion  ta  a  fleet  of 
*'  fhips,  now  fitted  out  by  the  above-named  patentees,  far  the  faid  coaft  of  Africa,  for  com* 
♦*  mencing  of  commerce  there,  within  the  faid  limitSr'^ 

The  patentees  proceeded  in  ereding  forts  and  warehoufes  on  that  coaft,  at  a  great  expencc . 
yet  the  feparate  traders,  then  called  by  the  Dutch  term  interlopers,  again  broke  in  upon  this 
company,  as  they  had  done  on  that  of  the  year  1618,  and  forced  this  trade,  in  a  great  degree, 
open  again  ;  and  fo  it  remained,  till  after  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  II.  which  we  thought 
beft  to  relate  here,  though  one  year  out  of  its  place.  Yet  in  the  year  1651,  the  Rump  Parlia- 
ment granted  a  charter  for  five  years  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  who  made  ufe  of  the  caftlcf 
and  trade  of  the  Gold-coaft,  as  lying  in  their  way  to  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  and,  it  feems,  found 
their  account  in  this  trade  for  fome'  time  :  for  here  they  landed  their  goods  brought  from  Eng- 
land, and  carried  the  gold  which  they  there  received  into  India;  although  it  feems  their  capi- 
tal ftock  for  this  trade  never  exceeded  feventeen  thoufand  four  hundred  pounds ;  therewith, 
however,  they  crefted  two  new  forts.     This  third  temporary  company  likewife  licenfcd  fhips 
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1631  to  trade  to  Guinea,  for  ten  per  cent,  of  their  cargoes,  or  three  pounds  per  ton  on  the  fhips.— 

A  fine  trade,  truly,  for  this  company,  if  it  could  have  held  long  ! 

In  the  faid  year  1631,  two  fcveral  attempts  were  made  for  difcovcring  a  north-weft  paflagc 
tlirough  Hudfon's  Bay  to  China,  viz.  one  by  Captain  Luke  Fo5C,  by  the  command  of  King 
Charles,  who  arrived  at  Port  Nelfon,  where  he  found  the  crofs  and  infcription  formerly  ereft- 
cd  by  Sir  Thomas  Button,  which  he  renewed  for  the  King  ;  concerning  which  voyage,  he 
afterwards  publilhed  a  fmall  quarto  treatife,  of  which  we  have  elfewhere  made  mention ;  its 
title  being  tlie  North-weft  Fox :  and  Captain  Thomas  James,  in  this  fame  year,  was  fcnt  out 
by  the  merchants  of  Briftol,  and  wintered  in  Hudfon's  Bay,  in  latitude  fifty-two,  naming  the 
country  New  South  Wales,  giving  names  alfo  to  feveral  other  Bays,  capes,  &c.  as  Cape  Hen- 
rietta Maria,  &c.  His  account  was  alfo  printed  in  the  year  1633,  by  King  Charles's  order.— 
The  firft-named  author,  Captain  Fox,  thinks  there  is  a  paflage,  though  he  mifled  it ;  the  lat- 
ter, however,  is  of  opinion,  that  there  is  no  great  probability  of  any  fuch  paflage ;  although 
he  made  more  confiderable  difcoveries  in  that  bay  than  either  Hudfon,  Button,  or  Baffin  had 
done  :  fo  both  thofe  adventurers  returned  home,  in  the  following  year,  unfuccefsful. 

In  tliis  year  1 63 1,  King  Charles  gave  up  the  caftle  of  Briftol,  with  all  its  precinfts  and  in- 
habitants, to  the  faid  city,  to  be  for  the  future  in  all  refpefts  a  part  of  that  city,  for  the  confi- 
deration  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty-nine  pounds  to  that  King ;  and  of  a  fee-farm  to  be  paid  to 
him  of  forty  pounds  yearly  :  by  which  confiderable  addition,  the  boundaries,  orpomcrium  of 
the  city  of  Briftol,  was  now  above  fevcn  miles  in  circumference. 

1632  The  port  of  Sallee,  on  tlie  Barbary  coaft,  without  the  mouth  of  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
fouthward,  being  in  rebellion  againft  its  own  monarch,  the  Emperor  of  Morocco;  and  being 
in  the  year  1632,  become  a  mere  neft  of  pirates,  tlut  Prince,  defirous  to  reduce  them  to  his 
obedience,  but  not  having  fufficicnt  (hipping  of  his  own  for  that  purpofc,  rcquefted  the  affift- 
ancc  of  King  Charles  I.  of  Great  Britain.  Accordingly,  an  Englifh  fquadron  having  blocked 
up  that  town  towards  the  fea,  whilft  tlieir  own  monarch  befieged  tliem  on  the  land  fide,  they 
were  forced  to  yield ;  and  thereupon  their  fortifications  were  difmantled,  their  pirates  executed, 
and  three  hundred  captive  Chriftians  delivered  into  our  King's  hands ;  whereby,  fays  Dr.  Hey- 
lin,  p.  955,  both  he  and  the  nation  reaped  great  honour. 

King  Charles  I.  having,  about  tliat  fame  time,  built  and  newly  repaired  his  naval  aifcnals, 
docks,  ftore-houfes,  &c.  fo  efFeftually,  that  Leigh,  in  his  Choice  obfervations  of  all  the  Kings 
of  England,  printed  in  oftavo,  in  the  year  166 1,  fpeaking  thereof,  fays,  "That  thofe  naval 
edifices,  &c.  erefted  by  him,  are  fo  magnificent,  and  univerfally  ufeful,  that  they  are  become 
**  a  principal  pillar  of  the  nation's  fupport,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the  naval  defence  of  it;  af- 
**  fording  a  variety  of  employment  by  the  manufaSure  of  cordage,  as  alfo  by  the  careening 
^*  and  building  of  fliips." — What  more  could  he  have  faid,  had  he  viewed  Portfraouth,  Ply- 
mouth, Chatham,  Sheernefs,  Woolwich,  and  Deptford,  in  our  days  fo  vaftly  improved,  en- 
larged, and  beautified  ? 

Ih  this  year  died  in  battle,  the  ever  renowned  Guftavus  Adolphus^  King  of  Sweden  :  who, 
partly  by  his  conquefts  in  Germany,  fome  of  which  Sweden  holds  at  this  day,  and  his  fup- 
porting  the  Proteftants,  and  the  liberty  of  tliat  empire,  greatly  raifed  the  reputation  and  power 
of  his  own  nation  ;  having  alfo  been  the  great  patron  of  learning,  by  enlarging  the  appoint- 
ments of  the  profeflTors  of  his  own  univerfities,  which  were  before  greatly  deCviycd. 

In  this  fame  year  1632,  a  treaty  of  peace  with  France  was  concluded  by  King  Charles  T.  of 
England,  by  which  the  giving  up  to  France  the  countries  of  L*Acadic,  part  of  Nova  Soiia, 
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163^  and  of  Canada,  was  Ihamefully  confirmed — Sec  the  Fcedcra,  vol.  xix.  p.  361.     This  treaty 
was  in  fubftance, 

"  I.  and  II.  King  Louis  XIII.  engages  to  pay  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Ifaac  Wake,  King 
**  Charles's  ambafladpr  at  Paris,  the  value  of  the  charges  of  three  Englifti  Ihips ;  and  to  dc- 
**  liver  up  thofe  Ihips  now  in  his  ports  of  Dieppe  and  Calais. 

*'  III.  King  Charles  Ihall  reftore  to  France  all  the  places  poflefled  by  the  Englifh  ia  New 
*'  France,  L'Acadie,  and  Canada.  Particularly  Port  Royal,  fincc  named  Annapolis  Royalp 
'*  the  fort  of  Quebec,  and  Cape  Breton. 

**  VIII.  IX.  X.  XI.  The  fum  of  eighty-two  thoufand  fevcn  hundred  livres,  fliall  be  paid 
•*  to  France  for  ikins,  knives,  &c.  found  in  Quebec.  And  alfo  the  value  of  the  cargoes  of 
**  feveral  fhips  taken  by  the  Englifh,  as  herein  fpecified.  Alfo  fixty  thoufand  fix  hundred 
**  livres  for  five  (hips  and  their  cargoes,  taken  by  the  Englifti.**  Sec  vol.  ii.  art.  xi.  of  the 
General  CoUeftion  of  Treaties. 

Moreover,  in  a  treaty  of  commerce,  concluded  on  the  fame  day  and  year,  between  the  faid 
two  monarchs,  it  was  ftipulated  in  fubftance,  viz. 

**  Article  III.  To  prevent  damages  to  merchants,  by  detaining  their  ftiips  at  fca,  by  the 
•*  fliips  of  war  of  either  party,  under  pretence  of  fearching  for  contraband  goods,  there  (hall 
**  not  above  three  perfons,  at  any  one  time,  enter  any  fuch  merchant  (hips,  from  any  (hip  of 
**  war,  to  view  or  fearch  their  papers  for  any  fuch  contraband  goods. — After  which  they  fliall 
**  not  flop  the  faid  merchant  (hips,  nor  turn  them  out  of  their  way. 

**  IV.  The  (hips  of  both  contrafting  parties,  (hall  give  ten  thoufand  livres  fecurity,  before 
•*  they  fail  out  of  the  refpeftive  ports  of  France  and  England,  not  to  injure,  nor  attempt  to 
**  injure,  the  Ihips  and  merchandize  of  either  contrafting  party." 

The  other  articles  relate  only  to  the  manner  of  treating  prize  (hips  and  their  men. 

To  this  fatal  treaty  of  peace  may  be  truly  faid  to  be  owing  all  the  difputcs  wc  have  had  ever 
fince  with  France  concerning  North  America;  our  King  and  his  Minifters  being  fadly  out- 
witted by  Richlieu's  fuperior  dexterity.  The  three  places  now  delivered  up  to  France  were 
not,  it  is  true,  thought  of  the  fame  importance  then,  as  they  arc  fince  found  to  be ;  yet  it 
was  very  obvious,  even  at  that  time,  to  any  confiderate  obferver,  that  as  thofe  French  colo- 
nies fliould  increafe  in  people  and  commerce,  thefe  places  would  be  of  the  utmoft  importance 
to  France,  and  very  dangerous  to  England  :  but  more  efpecially,  our  parting  with  Port  Royal 
and  Cape  Breton  is  never  to  be  excufcd  ;  as  the  pofleffion  of  them  gave  to  the  French  a  fair 
pretext  for  their  fettling  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  St.  Laurence,  and  thereby  gradually 
claiming  the  reft  of  Nova  Scotia,  bordering  on  New  England  ;  whereas,  had  the  French  been 
ftriftly  confined  to  their  original  fettlements  on  the  north  and  north-weft  fides  of  that  great 
river,  the  country  is  fo  bad,  and  the  trade  thereof  fo  indifferent,  that  before  this  time  they 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  abandoned  them. 

Although  ever  fince  tlie  Hollanders  had  commenced  hoftilities  againft  Spain,  upon  the  ex* 
piration  of  their  twehe  years  truce,  in  the  year  1621,  their  trade  and  wealth  were  greatly  in- 
creafed,  and  individuals  more  efpecially  became  greatly  enriched,  within  the  laft  eleven  years 
of  the  war ;  yet  the  province  of  Holland,  which  bore  the  principal  burden  of  that  war,  was, 
in  its  colleftive  capacity,  found  to  be  in  this  year,  1632,  no  lefs  than  fifty-five  millions  of 
guilders  in  debt,  or  arrears  :  that  province  alone  bearing  by  the  original  union  of  Utrecht, 
fifty-eight  per  cent  of  the  whole  annual  charge  of  the  war. 
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1632  In  the  nineteenth  volume,  p.  365,  of  the  Foedera,  we  fee  King  Charles's  patent  for  four- 
teen years,  •'  for  the  fole  ufe  and  profit  of  an  engine  for  diving  in  tlie  fea  and  other  deep 
•*  waters,  for  loft  goods  and  treafure." 

In  p.  371,  ibid,  there  is  alfo  another  patent  to  a  phyfician,  pretending  **  to  have,  by  long 
**  ftudy  and  great  expcnce,  found  out  the  following  fix  whimfical  fccrets,  viz. 

**  I.  An  inftrument,  which  may  be  called  the  Wind-mate;  very  profitable  when  common 
**  winds  fail,  for  a  more  fpecdy  paflage  of  calmed  fhips  and  vcflels,  on  feas  and  rivers. 

•*  II.  The  Fifh-call,  or  a  looking  glafs  for  fiflies  in  the  fea ;  very  ufcful  for  fifhermen  to 
**"  call  all  kinds  of  fifhes  to  their  nets,  fears,  or  hooks  :  as  feveral  calls  are  needful  for  fowlers 
**  to  call  feveral  kinds  of  fowls  or  birds,  to  their  nets  or  fnarcs."  All  naturalifts  feem  ta 
**  agree,  that  filh  have  no  auditory  faculties. 

*'  III.  A  Water-bow,  for  the  more  fpeedy  prefervation  of  houfes  on  land,  and  Ihips  at  fear 
**  from  fire. 

"  IV.  A  Building- mould,  or  ftone-prefs,  very  requifite  for  the  building  of  churches  or 
**  great  houfes ;  by  which,  ftone  windows,  door  cafes,  chimney  pieces,  &c.  are  made  more 
**  fpeedily,  without  hewing,  cutting,  fawing,  carving,  or  engraving.  As  alfo  for  the  mak- 
**  ing  of  bricks  and  tiles  more  beautiful  to  the  eye,  and  more  durable  againft  foul  weather ; 
*•  being  as  fmooth  as  glafs,  on  the  one  fide  or  end,  with  divers  colours  and  works,  as  if 
**  carved  by  curious  workmen. 

•*  V.  A  moveable  Hydraulic,  or  chamber  Weather-call,  like  a  cabinet;  which,  being 
•*  placed  in  a  room,  or  by  a  bed  fide,  caufeth  fweet  fleep  to  thofe,  who  either  by  hot  fevers, 
**  or  otherwife,  cannot  take  reft  :  and  it  withal  alters  the  dry  hot  air  into  a  more  moiftening 
**  and  cooling  temper,  either  with  mufical  founds  or  without. 

"  VI.  The  Correftcd-crane,  by  which  wine,  oil,  or  any  other  liquor,  may  be  transfufed 
•*  from  one  veflcl,  which  cannot  well  be  removed,  to  another  remote :  as  alfo  water  may  be 
"drawn  from  one  place  to  another,  witliout  any  fucking  or  forcing  by  the  mouth,  as  vint- 
**  ners  and  others  ufe  to  do." 

All  thefe  were  exclufive  for  fourteen  years,  paying  the  yearly  rent  of  one  pound  fix  fhilling^ 
and  eight-pence,  into  the  Exchequer. 

Thefe  are  fuch  fingular  projefts  as  are  worth  the  recording,  purely  for  their  novelty  :  and 
were  they  any  where  elfe,  but  in  fo  authentic  a  colleftion  of  our  records,  would  probably  be 
regarded  in  no  other  fcnfe  than  as  a  burlefque  on  many  other  projefts  of  this  age ;  as  alfo  oiv 
the  famous  year  1720. 

In  this  nineteenth  volume,  p.  374^  of  the  Foedera;  King  Charles  once  more  iflaes  a  pro- 
clamation againft  the  refiding  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  conftantly  with  their  families  in  Lon- 
don. Wherein,  befide  the  ufual  topics  in  former  ones,  he  remarks,  **  that,  by  refiding  in 
^^  London  with  their  families,  a  great  part  of  their  money  and  fubftancc  is  drawn  from  the 
•*  feveral  counties  whence  it  arifeth,  and  fpent  in  the  city  on  excefs  of  apparel,  provided  from. 
**  foreign  parts,  to  the  enriching  of  other  nations,  and  the  unneceffary  confumption  of  a' 
•^'  great  part  of  the  trcafure  of  this  realm  :  and  in  other  vain  delights  and  expcnces,  even  to- 
"  the  wafting  of  their  eftates.  That  this  alfo  draws  great  <«umbers  of  loofe  and  idle  people  to- 
•*  London  and  Weftminfter,  which  thereby  are  not  fo  eafily  governed  as  formerly,  the  poor» 
•'  rates  increafed,  and  provifions  enhanced.  For  all  which  reafons,  they  are  now  limited  to 
**  forty  days,  from  the  date  hereof,  to  depart  with  their  families  from  London,  Weftminfter,. 
^  and  their  fuburbs,  and  to  rcfide  on  tlieir  eftates,? 
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1632  After  reading  of  this,  and  fimilar  proclamations,  can  any  one  wonder  at  this  King's  being 
termed  arbitrary,  and  of  his  getting  fo  many  enemies  amongft  his  fubjefts  :  fince  men  of  the 
greatefl  fortunes  were  hereby  pofitivcly  debarred  a  liberty,  which,  being  innocent  in  itfclf,  the 
meaneft  free  fubje^l  would  never  patiently  part  with,  of  remaining  where  he  likes  bcft.  Even 
this  command  was  not  without  a  view  to  the  King's  emolument ;  fince  thofc  who  did  not 
obey  punftually,  were  condemned  in  grievous  fines  by  the  Star-chamber,  for  the  King's  ufc. 

Jbid.  p.  376,  we  are  again  entertained  with  that  King's  frefti  order  againft  eating  of  flelh  in 
Lent,  and  on  other  faft  days. 

Ibid.  p.  386,  King  Charles,  in  this  fame  year,  licenfes  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  export 
forty  thoufand  pounds  in  foreign  gold  bullion,  to  Pcrfia  and  India,  in  lieu  of  fo  much  of  the 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  which  by  King  James's  charter,  they  were  impowered  an- 
nually to  export  thither  in  foreign  filver  bullion. 

A  dearth  of  provifions  continuing.  King  Charles,  p.  387,  ibid,  prohibits  the  exportation 
of  cofn  for  one  year  to  come.  And  by  the  fame  proclamation,  he  renews  a  former  one, 
againft  the  exportation  of  wool,  fullers-earth,  and  leather. 

In  the  fame  vol.  xix,  p.  396,  King  Charles's  fpecial  warrant  to  his  treafury  declares,  "  that, 
**  notwithflanding  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  England  forbid  the  exportation  of  any  gold  and 
•*  filver  to  foreign  parts,  either  in  coin  or  bullion ;  yet,  he  being  defirous  to  cultivate  the 
**  friendfhip  of  his  moft  dear  brother  King  Philip  IV.  of  Spain,  and  of  the  merchants  of  the 
**  Spanifh  Netherlands,  grants  a  licenfe  for  the  faid  merchants  to  export  gold  and  filver,  either 
**  in  our  coin  or  otherwife,  being  the  produce  of  the  merchandize  they  Ihall  import  into 
*'  England,  as  far  as  the  amount  of  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  in  every  (hip  returning 
**  home;  fo  as  the  faid  money  be  exported  within  the  fpacc  of  one  hundred  days  from  their 
**  unlading  the  merchandize  they  import,  until  we  ftiall  otlierwife  ordain.  Any  ftatutc  or 
•*  cuftom  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding." 

In  the  fame  vol.  xix.  p.  403,  ibid.  "  King  Charles  difpenfes  with  Queen  Elizabeth's  pro- 
**  hibition  of  the  year  1564,  againft  the  merchant-adventurers  marrying  foreign  wives  beyond 
*'  fea,  or  holding  lands  or  tenements  there,  upon  pain  of  being  disfranchized.  This  he  did 
**  in  behalf  of  four  pcrfons  herein  named.  Provided  they  did  not  keep  their  wives  any  where 
**  out  of  England,  and  that  they  difpofc  of  their  foreign  lands  in  a  limited  time." 

In  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company's  vindication,  in  the  year  168 1,  before  the  Privy  Coun- 
cil, in  anfwer  to  the  allegations  of  the  Turkey  Company,  amongft  other  points  for  (hewing 
the  great  difficulties  attending  an  Eaft  India  trade,  it  is  aflertcd,  that  although  formerly  they 
had  a  ftock  of  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  yet  in  fifteen  years  time,  viz.  from 
1617  to  1632,  their  whole  profit  was  no  more  than  twelve  and  one-half  per  cent. 

The  crown  being  impowered,  by  the  ftatutes  of  the  fourth  of  King  Edward  III,  and  the 
twenty-eighth  of  King  Henry  VIII.  from  time  to  time  to  fix  the  prices  of  wines  in  England, 
King  Charles,  as  per  vol.  xix.  p.  405,  of  the  Fcedera,  fixed  the  following  prices  for  one  year 
certain,  viz. 

*•  I.  Canary,  Mufcadel,  and  Alicant  wines,  to  be  fold  in  grofs  at  fixteen  pounds  per  pipe ; 
**  and  by  retail  at  twelve-pence  per  quart. 

**  II.  Sacks  and  Malagas  at  thirteen  pounds  per  butt,  in  grofs ;  and  by  retail  at  nine-pence 
^*  per  quart. 

**  III.  The  beft  Gafcon  and  French  wines  at  eighteen  pounds  per  ton,  in  grofs ;  and  at 
**  fix-pence  per  quart  by  retail. 

"  IV.  RochcIIc, 
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1632       **  IV.  Rochelle,  and  other  fmall  and  thin.wines,  at  fifteen  pounds  per  ton,  in  grofs ;  and 
•*  at  five-pence  per  quart  by  retail. 

"  Thefe  feveral  prices  to  hold  at  all  the  ports  where  the  faid  wines  fhall  be  landed,  and 
**  within  ten  miles  thereof;  but  for  every  thirty  miles  of  land  carriage  beyond  the  faid  ten 
••  miles,  there  fhall  be  allowed  four  pounds  per  ton,  and  one-penny  per  quart,  for  the  faid 
**  carriage,  to  be  added  to  their  prices."  This  method  of  compelling  merchants  to  any  fixed 
price  for  their  merchandize  would  now  be  deemed  equally  unjuft  and  impra<f\icable. 

^  Here  we  fee,  that  the  bed  French  wines  in  thofe  times  fold  at  a  much  lower  price  than 
the  beft  Spanifli  wines  did  :  and  this  difference  held  pretty  near  the  fame  in  the  reign  of  his 
fon  King  Charles  II  and  (fuch  is  the  humour  of  the  world)  until  the  high  duty  laid  on  wines 
from  France  brought  them  into  high  efteem :  ever  fince  which  period,  French  wines  have 
been  in  much  greater  efleem  than  Spanifh  or  Portugal  wines. 

This  fame  year  gave  birth  to  the  fine  and  now  profperous  colony  of  Maryland,  being  a  part 
of  what  was  then  reckoned  Virginia. 

Sir  George  Calvert,  Secretary  of  State,  he  or  his  fon  being  afterwards  created  Lord  Balti- 
more, having,  in  the  years  1621  and  1622,  obtained  of  King  James  a  grant  of  part  of  New- 
foundland, he  fome  time  after  removed  thither  with  his  family ;  but  he  foon  found  it  to  be 
one  of  the  worfl  countries  in  the  habitable  world.  Whereupon  he  returned  back  to  England  ; 
and**  he  being  a  confcientious  Roman  Catholic,"  fays  Sir  William  Keith,  in  his  Hirtory  of 
Virginia,  **  was  inclined  to  retire  with  his  family  to  fome  part  of  Virginia,  there  quietly  ta 
*'  enjoy  the  free  exercife  of  his  religion;  for  which  purpofe  he  went  thither  himfelf,"  in  or 
about  the  year  1631 :  '*  but  being  difcouraged  by  the  univerfal  diflike  which  he  perceived  the 
•*  people  of  Virginia  had  to  the  very  name  of  a  Papifl,  he  left  Virginia,  and  went  further  up 
**  the  Bay  of  Chefapeak:  and  finding  there  a  very  large  traft  of  land,  commodioufly  watered 
•*  with  many  fine  rivers,  and  not  yet  inhabited  by  any  Chriftians,  he  returned  for  England, 
*•  and  reprefented  to  the  King,  that  the  colony  of  Virginia  had  not  as  yet  occupied  any  lands 
•'  beyond  the  fouth  bank  of  Potowm.ack  River :"  whereupon  he  obtained  a  prom ife  of  the 
King's  grant  of  that  unfettled  country.  But  he  dying  before  the  grant  was  made  out,  his  fon 
Caecilius  took  it  out  in  his  own  name,  on  the  twentieth  of  June,  1632;  the  King  himfelf 
•naming  it  Maryland,  in  honour  of  his  Queen  Henrietta  Maria.  It  is  held  by  the  Lords  Bal- 
timore of  the  crown,  in  free  and  common  foccagc,  as  of  the  King's  honour  of  Windfor, 
yielding  and  paying  yearly  for  ever,  at  W  indfor  Caflle,  if  demanded,  two  Indian  arrows  :  by 
which  charter  this  Lord-Proprietary  has  as  plenary  or  fovcreign  a  power  as  any  in  America ; 
having  the  fole  right  to  all  the  quit  rents  of  land  therein,  which  he  fhall  grant  out  to  his  land- 
holders, who,  however,  are  empowered  by  the  crown  to  lay  on  all  proper  taxes,  &c.  in  their 
general  courts,  compofed  of  their  reprefentatives,  duly  elefted,  and  of  the  council ;  and  the 
governor  is  always  to  be  appointed  by  the  faid  Lord-Proprietary,  with  the  King's  approba- 
tion. In  other  refpefts,  the  King  has  no  concern  with  the  government  of  Maryland,  any 
further  than  relates  to  commerce,  and  to  his  cufloms  on  merchandize,  as  alfo  to  the  Admi- 
ralty-jurifdiflion,  which  our  King  has  wifely  retained  in  all  our  colonies  in  America.:  and, 
with  refpeft  to  thefe  laft  mentioned  points,  the  governors  of  this  and  all  other  charter  as  well 
as  regal  colonies,  arc  obliged  to  obey  the  direftions  of  the  King  and  Council,  as  alfo  fuch 
orders  as  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  be  fent  to  them  from  the  Lords  Commiffioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  fince  the  ereftion  of  that  mofl  ufeful  Boards 
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1632  The  ifland  of  Montfcrrat  was  now  firft  planted  by  Sir  Thomas  Warner,  governor  of  the 
neighbouring  ifle  of  St.  -Chriftophers,  who  brought  a  colony  thither  from  Ireland,  and  was 
alfo  appointed  its  firft  governor.  At  firft  the  planters  thereof  fent  great  quantities  of  Indigo 
to  England ;  though,  of  late  years,  they  have  run  almoft  entirely  into  the  fugar  trade,  with 
fome  little  cotton  and  ginger.  It  is  about  three  leagues  in  length,  and  nearly  the  fame  in 
breadth.  It  has  thriven  extremely  well ;  and  may  probably  be  inhabited  by  about  four  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  white  people,  and  about  ten  thoufand  negro  flaves.  It  is  better  fupplied 
^ith  frefh  water  than  Antigua ;  but  has  no  good  harbours,  and  is  fomewhat  dangerous  of  ap* 
proach,  by  reafon  of  the  many  rocks  on  its  Ihores. 

In  this  fame  year,  according  to  the  French  hiftorian  of  the  Caribbee  ifles,  publifhed  in  the 
year  1658,  and  already  quoted,  tlie  Hollanders  Weft  India  Company  firft  planted  the  fmall 
ifle  of  St.  Euftatia,  one  of  the  faid  ifles  :  being  five  leagues  in  compafs,  and  lying  about  three 
from  St.  Chriftophers.  It  is  the  ftrongeft  by  nature  of  all  thofe  ifles,  having  but  one  good 
landing  place;  where,  however,  a  few  men  might  keep  off  a  great  army.  It  produces  fugar; 
but  is  chiefly  ufeful  to  the  Dutch  by  its  commodious  fituation  for  private,  i.  e,  contraband  or 
fmuggling,  trade  with  all  the  European  colonies  in  its  neighbourhood,  when  they  happen  to  be 
difappointed  of  fupplies  from  home  ;  it  being  always  well  ftocked  with  European  merchandize 
for  thofe  ends.  Some  have  made  its  white  inhabitants  to  amount  to  five  or  fix  thbufand,  and 
its  negroes  to  fifteen  thoufand. 

While  Sir  Thomas  Warner  was  governor  of  St.  Chriftopher,  fome  Englifli  families  in  or 
about  this  year  ventured  to  fettle  on  the  ifland  of  Antigua,  or  Antego,  in  that  neighbourhood; 
although  it  was  for  fome  time  reckoned  uninhabitable,  becaufe  it  has  no  frefh  water  brooks, 
or  fcarce  any  other  but  rain  water  preferved  in  ponds  or  cifterns.  And,  for  that  reafon,  it 
was  foon  after  quitted  by  them,  and  remained  in  a  defcrted  condition,  as  we  fhall  fee,  till  after 
the  rcftoration  of  King  Charles  II. 
1633  In  1633,  the  young  Lord  Baltimore,  a  Roman  Catholic,  carried  two  hundred  pcrfons  to 
his  new  colony  of  Maryland,  moftly  Papifts,  for  the  reafon  already  related  under  1632. 

This  colony  had  in  the  beginning  a  very  great  advantage  in  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
that  of  Virginia,  which  was  already  fettled,  from  whence  they  fupplied  themfelvcs  at  firft  with 
flefh  meat,  poultry,  &c.  fo  tliat  Maryland,  being  quickly  and  cafily  fettled,  became  in  a  few 
years  flourifhing  and  populous.  It  is  therefore  at  length  become  a  large  and  noble  eftatc  to 
my  Lord  Baltimore. 

In  this  province,  as  well  as  in  that  of  Virginia,  the  planters  live  moftly  in  feparatc  fituations 
and  not  in  towns,  for  the  convenience  of  the  great  number  of  rivers,  and  of  creeks  and  in-lcts 
of  the  great  Bays  of  Cfaefapeak  and  Delawar,  whereby  they  fo  eafily  convey  their  tobacco  to 
the  fhips  :  fo  that  in  neither  of  thofe  colonies  are  there  as  yet  any  towns  of  confiderable  bulk 
or  importance.  For  the  greater  planters  have  generally  ftorehoufes  within  themfclves,  for  all 
kinds  of  neceflaries  brought  from  Great  Britain,  not  only  for  their  own  confumption,  but 
likewife  for  fupplying  the  lefTer  planters  and  their  fervants,  &c. — And,  whilft  that  kind  of 
cjeconomy  continues,  there  can  be  no  profpeft  of  towns  becoming  confiderable  in  either  pro- 
vince ;  which  IS  fo  far  a  benefit  to  their  mother  country,  as  without  towns,  wherein  home 
manufaftures  and  handicrafts  are  generally  firft  propagated,  they  muft  continue  to  be  fupplied 
from  Britain  with  cloathing,  furniture,  tools,  delicacies,  &c. 

The  tobacco  of  Maryland,  called  Oroonoko,  being  ftronger  than  that  of  Virginia,  is  not 

(aid  to  be  fo  generally  agreeable  to  the  Britifh  tafte  as  the  fwcet  fccnted  tobacco  of  the  latter 

f  colony; 
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1633  colony ;  but  the  northern  nations  of  Europe  are  faid  to  like  it  better  :  and  they  are  thought 
to  raife  about  as  much  tobacco  and  to  employ  near  as  many  Ihips  as  Virginia  docs.  Its  foil  is 
in  general  extremely  good,  being  moftly  a  level  country. 

In  the  fame  year,  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  reduced  their  national  intereft  of  money  from 
ten  to  eight  per  cent,  being  nine  years  after  it  had  been  fo  reduced  in  England. 

By  the  management  of  Cardinal  Richlieu,  Prime  Minifter  to  the  French  King  Louis  XIII. 
a  fubfidy  treaty  was,  in  this  year  1633,  concluded  between  France  and  Sweden,  whereby 
Louis  agreed  to  pay  Queen  Chriftiana  of  Sweden  one  million  of  Livres  annually,  "  for  the 
**  defence  of  their  common  friends  ;  for  fecuring  the  Ocean  and  Baltic  Sea;  and  for  obtaining 
"  lading  peace  in  the  empire."  So  fays  the  author  of  Richlieu's  life;  though  it  was  well 
known  to  be  principally  intended  for  the  deprefiion  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  This  was, 
probably,  the  firft  proper  fubfidy  treaty  between  France  and  Sweden ;  fince  then  frequently 
repeated. 

In  the  fo  often  quoted  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  p.  445,  we  fee  a  long  proclama- 
tion of  King  Charles  I.  **  for  preventing  of  frauds  in  the  making  of  woollen  cloths,  in  refpeft 
•*  of  weaving,  dying,  milling,  ftrctching,  fealing,  meafuring,  fearching,  &c."  Many  or  moft 
of  which  being,  fince  then,  repealed  or  altered,  we  fliall  not  enlarge  thereon. 

And  in  p.  472,  ibid,  of  the  feme  volume,  "  our  faid  King  grants  a  fpecial  commiflion  for 
**  on«  Young,  to  go  out  with  what  Ihips,  merchandize,  and  people  he  fliould  judge  proper, 
•*  for  the  difcovery  of  the  unplanted  parts  of  Virginia,  or  any  where  elfe  in  America,  not 
**  pofiefied  by  any  European  power;  and  to  fettle  the  fame  as  an  Englifti  colony,  &c." 

In  the  lame  year  he  iflucs  his  proclamation,  "  for  regulating  the  retailers  of  tobacco  in 
^  cities  and  towns;  wherein  none  but  reputable  and  fubftantial  traders  fliall  retail  the  fame ; 
**  of  whom  a  catalogue  Ihould  be  made  for  each  city  and  town  :  and  he  exprcfsly  prohibits  all 
**  keepers  of  taverns,  ale-houfeS|  inns,  viftualing-houfes,  ftrong-water-fellers,  &c.  from  re- 
"  tailing  of  tobacco."  ^  How  little  feemed  he  in  this,  as  in  many  otlier  refpcfts,  to  underftand 
his  true  intereft. 

And,  in  p.  476,  ibid,  that  King's  officers  of  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth  complaining,  in 
this  fame  year,  "  that  provifions  of  all  forts  were  become  dear  of  late  years,  whereby  the  an- 
"  nual  charge  of  the  King's  houfliold  was  much  increafed  ;  the  court  <5f  Star-chamber  made 
**  an  enquiry  into  the  caufes  thereof,  and  made  feveral  regulations  for  keeping  down  the  prices 
**  of  provifions  and  horfe^meat  in  London  and  Weftminfter,  viz. 

**  I.  That,  for  the  future,  taverns  fhall  forbear  their  lately  taken  up  praftice  of  felling 
**  flefli  and  fifh;  and  that  henceforth  they  are  to  fell  nothing  but  wine,  and  bread  to  eat 
"  therewith. 

**  II.  Bakers  ihall  not  make  their  bread  above  twelve  or  at  moft  thirteen  to  the  dozen : 
"  whereas  now  they  make  fixteen  ;  which  pinch^the  poor. 

**  III.  Ordinaries  Ihall  not  take  above  two" illings  per  head  for  dining,  wine  included ; 
**  nor  above  eight-pence  per  head  for  a  fervant  attending  his  maftcr. 

"  IV.  Confidering  the  prefent  prices  of  hay  and  oats,  fix-pence  per  day  and  night  for  hay 
•*  and  ftabling  for  a  horfe,  and  fix-pence  per  peck  for  oats,  fhall  be  fufficient,  without  taking 
*'  any  thing  for.  litter. 

**  V.  The  inn-keeper  may  take  one-penny  only  per  horfe  for  ftabling  room,  not  being  un- 
"  bridled,  and  going  aWay  the  fame  day ;  and  two-pence  if  he  be  unbridled  and  have  hay, 
*'  and  goes  away  before  niglu." 

Vol.  II.  Y  y  In 
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1633  In  this  fame  year,  a  Dutchman  creScd  a  wind  faw  mill  or  engine  for  fawing  of  timber,  on 
the  river  Thames  oppofite  Durham-yard  in  the  Strand,  London :  by  which  machine,  with 
the  fole  attendance  of  one  man  and  one  hoy,  as  much  work  was  fawed  as  twenty  men  can 
perform  in  the  ufual  way.  But  this  method  was  afterwards  put  down,  left  our  labouring  peo- 
ple fhould  want  employment. 

How  juft  fuch  fort  of  rcafoning  feems  is  fubmitted  to  the  public ;  fince,  by  a  parity  of  rea- 
foning,  all  wheel  carriages,  &c.  fhould  be  fuppreflcd.  There  is  one  fuch  faw;  mill  in  being 
at  the  town  of  Leith,  near  Edinburgh,  which  alfo  goes  by  wind  :  and,  as  there  is  no  legal 
reftraint  againft  fo  ufeful  an  engine,  it  is  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  in  times,  when  ufeful  hands 
were  fo  much  wanted  elfewhere,  it  has  never.fincc  been  attempted.  Poffibly  the  danger  of 
popular  clamour  may  have  deterred  men  from  purfuing  it. 

It  appears,  in  p.  511,  of  this  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  "  that  the  clerk  of  the 
*'  market  for  the  King's  houlhold  had  made  feveral  inquifitions  by  a  jury,  concerning  the 
'*  ufual  prices  of  provilions  :  whereupon  King  Charles  iffued  a  proclamation,  declaring,  that 
•*  the  prices  therein  named  were  reafonable  prices,  to  be  obfcrved  by  poulterers,  vidlualcrs, 
**  wood-mongers,  &c.  within  three  miles  of  any  of  the  gates  of  London." 

A  few  of  which  prices  here  follow,  for  a.fpecimen,  viz. 

"  A  turkey  cock,  in  the  poukerer's  fhop,  four  {hillings  and  fix-pence* — A  turkey  hen  three 
•*  fhillings  and  four- pence. — A  wild  duck  eight-pence. — A  tame  duck  eight-pence. — A  par- 
"  tridgc  one  Ihilling. — The  beft  fat  goofe,  in  the  market,  two  (hillings. — The  fame,  in  the 
"  poulterer's  (hop,  two  (hillings  and  four-pence. — A  capon  fat  and  crammed,  the  beft  in  the 
**  market,  two  (hillings  and  two-pence;  and  in  tlie  poulterer's  Ihop  two  (hillings  and  fix- 
••  pence. — The  beft  fat  and  crammed  plillct,  in  the  poulterer's  (hop,  one  (hilling  and  eight- 
**  pence;  and  of  the  fecond  fort  one  (hilling  and  fix-pence. — A  hen  of  the  beft  fort,  in  the 
**  market,  one  (hilling;  and  in  the  poulterer's  (hop  one  (hilling  and  two-pence. — ^^A  chicken  of 
*'  the  beft  and  largeft  fort,  in  the  market,  five-pence ;  and  in  the  poulterer's  (hop  fix-pence.— 
"  A  rabbit  the  beft,  till  AUhallowtide,  feven-pence;  and  from  thence  to  Lent,  eight-pence.— 
*•  A  dozen  of  wild  pigeons  one  (hilling  and  eight-pence;  and  a  dozen  of  tame  ones  fix 
**  (hillings. — ^Threc  eggs  for  one  penny. — ^A  pound  of  the  beft  fait  butter  four-pence  half- 
•*  penny. — And  of  the  beft  fre(h  butter,  from  AU-SouIs  to  May-day,  fix*pence,  and  the  fecond 
•*  fort  five-pence. — A  pound  of  the  beft  fre(h  butter,  from  May-day  to  All-Souls,  five-pence; 
*'  and  the  fecond  fort,  four-pence. — A  pound  of  tallow  candles  made  of  wick  three-pence 
**  halfpenny  ;  and  of  cotton  four-pence." 

From  the  above  rates  it  appears,  that  moft  of  the  ufual  eatables,  &c.  for  the  middling  or 
lower  ranks  of  people,  were  near  one-third  cheaper  than  in  our  days.  For  we  have  pur- 
pofely  omitted  pheafants,  cygnets,  &c«  from  the  prices  of  which  no  true  judgment  can  be 
formed  of  the  rate  of  living  then  and  i i^ur  days.  But  the  price  of  wheat,  malt,  &c.  at  this 
time  happened  not  to  be  proportionabl^heaper :  yet,  as  butcher's  meat,  malt  liquors,  houfe 
rents,  fuel,  &c.  were  confiderably  cheaper,  we  conceive  it  to  be  a  very  fair  conclufion,  that 
the  rate  of  living  then,  compared  to  what  it  is  in  our  days,  is  nearly  as  two  is  to  tliree. 

In  tlic  catalogue  of  offices  beftowed  in  this  year  1633,  by  King  Charles,  ibid,  we  find  John 
Howe  is  appointed  Conful  General  in  the  kingdom  of  Portugal :  which  is  the  firft  inffcance  of 
that  office  in  Portugal  to  be  found  in  the  Fcedera. 

The  author  of  part.  iii.  p.  93,  of  the  Prefent  State  of  England,  publifhed  In  the  year  i68j, 
acquaints  us>  ^  that  lacquer-varnifti,  which^  imitating  the  gold  colour^  has  faved  much  coft 

**  formerly 
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1633  "  formerly  bcftowcd  on  the  gliding  of  coaches,  &c.  was,  in  this  yfcar  1633,  firft  brought  into 
**  ufc  in  England,  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Evelyn,  of  Says-court,  near  Deptford." 

In  this  year  alfo,  a  new  and  great  aflbciation  or  company  was  formed  in  England,  for  carry* 
ing  on  the  fillicry ;  in  wiiich  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  Sir  William  Courten,  Sir  John  Harri- 
fon,  Sir  Paul  Pindar,  &c.  were  concerned :  and  King  Charles,  for  encouraging  of  that  laud* 
able  purpofe. 

Firft,  Enjoined  Lent  to  be  more  ftriftly  obfcrved. 

Secondly,  He  prohibited  fifh  caught  by  foreigners  to  be  imported :  and, 

Thirdly,  He  agreed  to  purchafc  of  that  company  his  naval  ftores,  and  the  filh  for  his  royal 
navy.  This  was  in  confequence  of  his  commifiion  three  years  before,  as  mentioned  under 
the  year  1630.  Yet  all  this,  in  a  few  years  after,  came  to  nothing,  for  want  of  judgment  as 
well  as  honefty  in  the  management  of  it :  but  as  we  have  on  ^many  other  occafions  prefumed 
freely  to  cenfurc  this  King's  conduft,  we  ought  to  do  him  the  jufticc  to  acknowledge,  that  he 
did  every  thing  in  his  power  to  promote  this  truly  national  defign. 

1634  King  Charles  I.  being  determined  on  fitting  out  a  formidable  fleet,  he  now  commands  the 
city  of  London  to  fend  to  Portfmouth,  at  their  fole  charge,  their  following  quota  of  (hips, 
being  fevcn  in  number,  with  ordnance,  tackle,  &c.  for  twenty-fix  weeks,  for  the  following 
year  1635 ;  and  fimilar  commands  were  fent  to  the  other  fea-port  towns,  for  their  proportion* 
able  quotas,  viz. 

One  (hip  of  nine  hundred  tons,  and  three  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

One  (hip  of  eight  hundred  tons,  and  two  hundred  and  fixty  men. 

Four,  of  five  hundred  tons  each,  and  two  hundred  men. 

And  one  of  three  hundred  tons,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men. 

This  is  properly  the  firft  year  of  tl^at  King's  (hip  money  projcft,  which  fo  much  contribute 
ed  to  his  ruin. 

At  this  time,  according  to  James  Howel's  life  of  King  Louis  XHL  of  France,  tbat  king-« 
dom  being  in  pcrfeft  tranquillity,  many  wholefomc  laws  were  made  for  the  fuppre(fion  of 
luxury,  and  finery  of  apparel. — A  new  company  of  merchants  was  eftabli(hed  for  New  France; 
and  Paris  had  her  Ikirts  enlarged ;  the  Thuilleries  and  part  of  St.  Germain  being  brought 
within  her  inclofure. 

In  vol.  xix.  p.  546,  of  the  Foedera,  we  find  that  King  Charles  appoints  "  Sir  Sackville 
•*  Crowe  to  be  his  ambaltador  in  Turkey ;  with  the  ufual  powers  for  nominating  of  the  con-* 
•*  fuls  there,  &c."  He  remained  in  Turkey  many  years  in  that  honourable  ftation ;  but  was 
loudly  complained  of  in  print,  after  the  King's  death,  for  his  cruel  and  arbitrary  proceedings 
during  his  enjoyment  of  that  office. 

On  the  next  page  547  of  the  fame  volume.  King  Charles,  by  his  own  fole  authority,  lays 
a  duty  of  four  (hillings  per  chaldron  on  all  fea  coal,  ftonc  coal,  or  pit  coal,  exported  from 
England  to  foreign  parts. 

And,  p.  554,  ihid.  he  ifiues  a  proclamation  againft  the  landing  of  tobacco  any  where  elfe 
in  England  but  at  the  cuftom-houfe  iJuUy  of  London :  for  the  better  preventing  the  de- 
^  frauding  his  Majefty  of  the  duty  thereon.     Alfo  againft  planting  of  tobacco  in  England  and 
Ireland,  ftill  much  praftifed,  and  againft  the  imporution  of  tobacco-feed. 

In  the  fame  page  and  year,  that  King  grants  an  exclufive  patent,  for  fourteen  years,  **  for 
**  the  art  and  myftery  of  affixing  of  wool,  filk,  and  other  materials,  of  divers  colours,  upon 
y  linen  cloth,  filk,  cotton,  leather,  and  other  fubftances,  with  oil,  fize,  and  other  cements ; 
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1634  "  to  make  them  ufeful  and  fcrviccable  for  hangings,  &c.  paying  ten  pounds  yearly  into  the 
'*  Exchequer  for  the  fame." 

The  tobacco  planters  in  Virginia,  &c.  being  kept  poor  by  the  exorbitant  prices  which  mer- 
chants made  them  pay  for  their  necefl&ries  from  England,  King  Charles,  for  the  keeping  up 
of  the  price  of  tobacco,  and  for  preventing  the  planters  from  fending  any  of  it  diredly  to 
foreign  parts,  whereby  he  might  be  deprived  of  his  cuftom  thereon,  ilTued  a  declaration,  "  that 
**  he  now  refolved  to  take  the  folc  pre-emption  of  all  tobacco  into  his  own  hands,  at  a  rea- 
**  fonable  price.  He  therefore  grants  a  fpecial  commiffion  to  a  number  of  gentlemen  and 
*'  merchants,  to  tranfaft  this  affair  for  him." 

The  King,  however,  is  not  now  fo  lavifh  of  his  refleftions  on  the  malignity  of  tobacco  as 
formerly,  beginning  to  find  the  benefit  arifing  from  his  cuflom  thereon ;  he  therefore  now 
obferves,  **  that  in  tlie  colonies  of  Virginia,  the  Somer  Iflcs,  and  Caribbees,  being  but  in 
**  their  infancy,  the  chiefeft  commodity  that  rauft  fupport  them,  and  enable  them  to  raifc 
**  more  ample  commodities,  is  this  of  tobacco."     See  the  Foedera,  vol.  xix,  p.  560. 

In  this  year  1634,  the  Dutch  Greenland  Company  made  an  experiment  of  the  pofEbility 
of  the  human  fpecies  living  through  a  whole  winter  at  Spitzbergen  ;  till  now  believed  to  be 
impoffible.  They  left  feven  of  their  failors  to  winter  there  ;  and  one  of  them  kept  a  diary 
thereof  from  the  eleventh  of  September  to  the  twenty-fixth  of  February  following,  when  they 
were  fpent  with  the  fcurvy,  and  their  limbs  quite  benummed  with  cold,  till  they  could  no 
way  help  themfelves  :  they  were  all  feven  found  dead,  in  the  houfe  they  had  built  for  them- 
felves,  at  the  return  of  the  Dutch  (hips,  in  1635.  Had  any  of  thofc  men  lived  till  the  next 
ihips  arrived,  a  Dutch  fort  would,  without  doubt,  have  been  ereAed  there. 

As  for  the  claims  of  feveral  different  European  nations  to  a  monopoly  of  the  fifliery  of 
,         whales  at  Spitzbergen,  they  flood  thus  for  fome  years  after  tliis  time,  viz. 

I.  The  Englifh  alleged,  their  having  been  the  firfl  difcoverers,  by  Sir  Hugh  Willoughby^ 
in  the  year  1553* 

II.  But  tlie  Dutch  denied  his  having  been  fo  far  north  as  Spitzbergen,.  and  alleged,,  their 
having  firfl  difcovered  it,  in  1596. 

III.  The  Danes  laid  claim  to  it,  as  a  fuppofed  part  of  Old  Greenland,  poflcflcd  by  them  at 
a  very  early  period  :  but,  if  prior  difcovery  gave  any  jufl  exclufive  right  to  a  country  unin- 
habited and  uninhabitable,,  it  is  mofl  probable  that  the  Bifcayners,  who  were  the  firfl  whale- 
fifhers  of  later  ages,  had  the  beft  right  to  it. 

Since  tliofe  times,  however,  all  nations  have  wifely  dropped  their  exclufhre  pretenfions ;  and 
that  part  of  the  icy  world  remains  now  alike  free  to  all  nations  for  this  fifhery. 

A  patent  had,  it  feems,  been  granted  by  King  Charles,  the  preceding  year,  and  is  in  this^ 
year  confirmed,  p.  561,  vol.  xix,  of  the  Foedera,  **  for  the  folc  praftice  of .  an  invention, 
**  for  the  faving  of  much  fuel,  and  for  preventing  much  of  the  offence  of  fmoke ;  to  the 
**  great  benefit  of  all  people,  and  more  efpecially  of  brewers,  dyers,,  foap  boilers,  fait  maken^ 
**  &c." 

,  Alfo,  iiiJ,  p.  564,  *^  another  patent  for  the  fole  invention  of  cleanfing,  grinding,  &c.  of 
*'  indigo  :  for  which  nK)nopoly  forty  marks  were  to  be  paid  annually  into  the  Exchequer.'* 

The  next  record,  p.  566,  /i/V.  is  a  proclamation  "  for  regulating  the  manufafturc  of  foft 
^*  foap;  and  for  preventing  the  importation  of  fifh-oil-foap,  and  all  other  foreign  foaps  :  and 
**  that  the  faid  foft  foap,  made  by  the  Weflminflcr  foap  company,  Ihall  not  be  Ibid  for  more 
*'  than  three-pence  per  pound. 
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1634      And,  p.  569,  571,  ihld,  we  have  two  more  exclunve  projefts,  viz. 

*•  Firft,  '*  A  new  invented  engine,  for  the  earing  and  plowing  of  land,  without  horfes  or 
**  oxen  :  for  which  twenty  pounds  was  to  be  paid  yearly  into  the  Exchequer.     And, 

"  Secondly,  Another  for  an  engine,  for  getting  up  of  fhips  and  goods  funk  in  the  fea." 

In  the  fame  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  572,  we  have  the  original  rife  of  Sedan 
Chairs  in  London,  being  King  Charles's  grant  to  Sir  Sanders  Duncomb,  viz. 

**  That  whereas  the  fircets  of  our  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  and  their  fuburbs, 
"  are  of  late  fo  much  encumbered  with  the  unneceflary  multitude  of  coaches,  that  many  of 
«*  our  fubjefts  are  thereby  expofed  to  great  danger;  and  the  neceflary  ufe  of  carts  andcarri- 
**  ages,  for  provifions,  thereby  much  hindered ;  and  Sir  Sanders  Duncomb's  petition,  re- 
**  prefenting,  that  in  many  parts  beyond  fea,  people  are  much  carried  in  chairs  that  are  cover- 
**  ed,  whereby  few  coaches  are  ufed  amongft  them  : — wherefore  we  have  granted  to  him  the 
"  fole  privilege  to  ufe,  let,  and  hire,  a  number  of  the  faid  covered  chairs  for  fourteen  years.'* 

It  feems  that  one  John  Day,  citizen  and  fworn  broker  of  London,  had,  for  three  years 
paft,  printed  and  publifhed  weekly  bills  of  the  feveral  rates  or  prices  of  all  commodities  in  the 
principal  cities  of  Chriftendom  ;  "  which"  fays  this  King's  grant  to  him  this  year,  "  has  ne- 
**  ver  yet  been  brought  here  to  that  perfeftion  anfwerable  to  other  parts  beyond  fea  ;  by  which 
*«  negleft  within  our  city  of  London,  (being  one  of  the  mother  cities  for  trade  in  all  Chrift- 
**  endom)  our  faid  city  is  much  difgraced,  and  our  merchants  hindered  in  their  commerce 
**  and  correfpondcnce. — Wherefore,  we  grant  unto  the  faid  James  Day,  the  fole  privilege  of 
"  vending  the  faid  weekly  bills  for  fourteen  years." — Foedera,  voL  xix. 

N.  B.  We  muft  here  do  this  King  and  his  Privy  Council  the  jufticc  ta  remark,  that  in  the 
laft-mentioned  exclufive  patent,  and  alfo  in  fome  few  former  ones,  there  is  aprovifo,.  "  That^ 
**  if  at  any  time,  during  the  faid  term  of  fourteen  years,  it  fhall  a{^ear,  that  fuch  grant  is  con- 
**  trary  to  law,  or  roifchievous  to  the  ftate,  or  generally  inconvenient,  then,  upon  fignifica- 
**  tion  made  by  us,  under  our  fignet  or  privy -feal,  or  by  fix  or  more  of  our  Privy  Council^ 
*'  under  their  hands,  of  fuch  prejudice,  &c.  this  our  prefent  grant  Ihall  be  void." 

rj*  This  precaution  was,  probably,  owing  to  many  of  this  King's  exclufive  grants  having 
been  declared,  by  trials  at  common  law,  to  be  illegal  monopolies;  which  the  King  was  there- 
fore obliged  to  revoke  and  make  void. 

In  the  fame  year,  the  Hollanders  feized  on  the  fmall  ifle  of  Curacoa,  from  Spain  :  which^ 
being  but  eight  leagues  from  the  coaft  oi  urrafirmay  has  given  them  an  opportunity,  of  which 
they  have  ever  fince  availed  themfelves,  of  carrying  on  a  great  iUicit  trade  with  the  Spaniards  : 
and  though  it  be  not  fertile,  the  diligent  Hollanders^,  however,  liave  cultivated  it  into  fine  fu- 
gar  and  tobacco  plantations.  They  have  plenty  of  logwood  and  cattle ;  and  its  town,  of  the 
fame  name,  is  well  fortified,  and  is  inhabited  by  rich  merchants.  The  Dutch  alfo  poflefs 
Bonaire  and  Aruba  Ifles,  near  it,  and  which  are  fubjeft  to  its  Governor.  They  alfo  poflcfs  the 
ifles  of  Saba  and  St.  Euftatia,  and  part  of  St.  MartixWy  all  inconfiderable  ifles  near  ourifland 
of  St.  Cbriftopher. 

King  James  having,  in  the  third  year  of  his  reign,  1605,  incorporated  the  Gardeners  of 
London,  and  within  fix  miles  of  it.  King  Charles  now  confirmed  that  charter* — Foedera,. 
voL  xix.  p.  582. 

In  p.  583,  ibid,  we  find,  that  the  Company  of  Merchant-Adventurers  of  England  had,  in 
this  fame  year,  intereft  enough,  probably  by  the  aid  of  their  common  purfe,  ta  get  King. 
Charles  to  iflfuc  a  proclamation,  **  ftridUy  prohibiting  all  perfoiis  from  exporting  any  white 
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1634  <*  cloths,  coloured  cloths,  cloths  drefled  and  dyed  out  of  the  whites,  Spanifti  cloths,  bayes, 
**  kerfies,  perpctuanos,  ftockings,  or  any  other  Englifli  woollen  commodities^  to  any  part, 
**  cither  of  Germany,  or  of  the  Seventeen  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands ;  fave  only  to  the 
*•  mart  and  ftaplc  towns  of  the  faid  Fellowfhip  of  Merchant- Ad  venturers  for  the  time  being." 
This  proclamation  further  fubjoins  :  **  And,  to  the  end  that  the  faid  trade  may  be  hereafter 
**  reduced  and  continued  in  an  orderly  and  well-governed  courfe,  we  do  hereby  declare  our 
**  royal  pleafure  to  be,  that  the  faid  Fellowfhip  of  Merchant- Adventurers  (hall  admit  to  the 
**  freedom  of  their  faid  trade  all  fuch  of  our  fubjefts,  dwelling  in  our  city  of  London,  and 
**  exercifed  in  the  profeffion  of  merchandize,  and  no  (hopkeepcrs,  (except  they  give  over  their 
**  Ihops)  as  Ihall  defire  the  fame,  for  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds  a-piece;  and  thofe  of  the  out-ports 
•*  for  twenty-five  pounds  a-piece.  And  that  the  fons  and  fcrvauts  of  fuch  as  ftiall  be  fo  ad- 
**  mitted  (hall  pay,  at  their  admiffion,  twenty  nobles,  /.  e.  fix  pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and 
*'  four  pence  a-piece.  Laflly,  that  none  (hall  trade  to  the  faid  countries  of  Germany  and  the 
**  Netherlands,  in  any  of  the  fpecies  of  woollen  goods  above-named,  but  only  fuch  as  arc  free 
«  of  the  faid  Fellow(hip." 

rS*  And  in  a  fmall  treatife,  intitled.  Free  Trade,  publiflied  in  the  year  1648,  by  J.  Parker, 
a  provifo  is  added,  (not  in  the  Fcedera)  viz.  ^*  Provided  the  London  merchants  make  them- 
**  felves  free  by  Midfummer  1635,  and  thofe  of  the  out-ports  by  Michaelmas  1635.  But,  if 
•*  they  fufFer  thofe  times  to  lapfe,  they  were  to  pay  double  the  refpeftive  fums."  Parker,  and 
others,  who  were  opponents  of  this  company,  allege,  that,  in  this  and  preceding  reigns,  the 
Company  conftantly  made  handfome  prefents  of  annual  new  year's  gifts  to  the  miniftcrs  of 
ftate,  for  the  continuance  of  their  intereft:  as,  for  inftance,  in  the  year  1623,  to  the  Lord 
Treafurertwo  hundred  gold  pieces  of  twenty-two  (hillings  each,  and  a  piece  of  plate:  other 
prefents  were  alfo  then  made  to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham,  the  Archbiihop  of  Canterbury,  the 
Lord  Keeper,  the  Lord  Prefident,  the  Secretaries  of  State,  &c. 

In  this  fame  year,  ihid.  p.  583,  we  have  a  fiagrant  inftance  of  the  (hameful  as  well  as  impo« 
litic  bigotry  of  King  Charles  I.  and  Laud,  Archbi(hop  of  Canterbury ;  who  makes  his  report, 
(inter  alia)  to  the  King,  purfuant  to  his  inftruftions,  of  the  ecclefiaftical  ftate  of  his  province 
of  Canterbury  :  "  That  the  Dutch  churches  In  Canterbury  and  Sandwich  are  great  nurferies 
•*  of  inconformity."  And  he  prays  his  Majefty,  **  that  fuch  of  the  French,  Italian,  and 
•«  Dutch  congregations,  as  are  born  his  fubjefts,  may  not  be  fuffered  any  longer  to  live  in 
«*  fuch  a  feparation  as  they  do :  and  infinuated  the  danger  of  the  church  of  England  from  a 
•*  toleration  of  foreign  proteftants." 

The  Walloons  of  Norwich  too  were  under  the  fame  prohibition,  though  they  pleaded  the 
toleration  granted  to  them  by  King  Edward  VL  and  fo  down  to  his  then  Majefty :  but  Laud's 
anfwer  was  pofitive,  **  they  muft  obey."  And  the  King,  againft  the  margin  of  this  part  of 
Laud's  report,  wrote  as  follows  : — "  Put  me  in  mind  of  this  at  fome  convenient  time,  when 
*•  I  am  at  council,  and  I  Ihall  redrefs  it." 

Laud,  it  feems,  thought  it  a  great  piece  of  condefcenfion,  in  permitting  thofe  Walloon  and 
Dutch,  who  were  not  born  in  England,  to  enjoy  their  own  way  of  worfliip,  while  he  ordered 
that  their  offspring  (hould  be  compelled  to  go  to  their  own  pari(h  churches.  It  is  here  need* 
lefs  to  remark,  how  little  that  Prince  undcrftood  the  true  intereft  of  his  kingdom  and  of  its 
commerce,  in  giving  way  to  that  wretched  bigot. 

Roger  Coke,  in  his  Detefiion  of  the  Court  and  State  of  England,  affirms,  **  That  Laud's 
<«  injun&ioiu  for  thele  foreigners  educating  their  children  in  a  different  profeffion  firom  their 
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1634  "  own,  forced  one  hundred  and  forty  families  into  Holland  ;  where  they  taught  the  Dutch 
**  the  way  of  managing  the  woollen  raanufafture,  which  has  proved  of  very  bad  confe- 
**  qucncc  to  England.'*  And,  without  doubt,  fimilar  caufcs  will  ever  produce  fimilar  ef- 
feas. 

In  p.  592,  of  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  find,  that  King  Qiarlcs,  by  a  pro- 
clamation, further  ftrengthens  the  monopoly  of  his  Soap  Company,  in  Weftminfter,  by  pro- 
hibiting all  perfons  whatever,  not  free  of  that  Company,  from^  either  making  or  importing  any 
foap. 

Ibid.  p.  597,  "  King  Charles  grants  a  licence  to  one  Thomas  Skipwith  to  make  the  river 
•*  Soare  navigable,  from  its  falling  into  the  river  Trent  up  to  the  town  of  Leicefter. — Skipwith 
**  yielding  a  tenth  part  of  all  the  profits  of  fuch  new  navigation  to  be  paid  into  the  King's  ex- 
^*  chequer.**  It  is  noble  and  wife  in  Princes  to  encourage  inland  as  well  as  foreign  naviga* 
tion,  as  greatly  beneficial  to  commerce  ;  but  this  annexed  condition  to  the  above-named  li- 
cence was,  or  at  leaft  in  our  days  would  be  deemed,  fordid  and  difgraceful. 

In.  p.  601,  ibid,  that  King  renews  his  former  proclamation?,  "  for  prohibiting  all  dove- 
**  houfes,  {tables,  cellars,  warehoufes,  &c.  (except  thofe  of  perfons  of  quality)  from  being 
•*  paved  with  ftone,  brick,  boards,  fand,  lime,  or  gravel :  and,  inftead  thereof,  enjoining^ 
'*  that  tliey  be  laid  with  mellow  earth,  fit  for  the  generation  of  the  mine  of  faltpetre,  fo  abfo- 
**  lutely  needful  for  the  making  of  gunpowder." 

And,  by  the  next  record  of  the  nineteenth  volume,  p.  603,  •*  he  aflumes  to  himfelf  the 
'*  pre-emption  of  all  faltpetre  made  in  England,  as  alfo  the  monopoly  of  gunpowder  made 
"  thereof." 

More  grants  for  cxclufive  or  monopolizing  offices,  in  this  fame  year,  appear  in  p.  605, 
ibid,  viz. 

Firft,  One  **  for  the  fearching  and  fealing  of  all  foreign  hops. 

Secondly,  Another,  (p.  606,  ibid.)  **  for  the  viewing  and  weighi!ng  of  all  bay  and  llraw, 
•*  in  loads  or  trufles."     And, 

Thirdly,  One  "  for  branding  and  marking  of  all  butter  cafks." 
1635  In  this  and  the  following  year  1635,  Cecil  Lord  Baltimore,  was  at  the  charge  of  fending 
fhips,  with  people  and  provifions  to  fettle  and  cultivate  his  province  of  Maryland,  which  had 
been  granted  to  him  by  King  Charles,  in  the  year  1652,  the  expence  thereof  amounting  to  at 
Jcaft  forty  thoufand  pounds.  (This  fum  of  his  expence  is  fet  forth  by  the  Guardian  of 
Charles,  Lord  Baltimore,  a  minor,  in  his  petition  to  Parliament  againft  a  bill  **  for  regu- 
**  lating  the  Charter  and  Proprietary  Governments  in  America,"  in  the  year  1715O  **  The 
•*  intereft  of  which  fum"  fays  this  petition,  **  he  never  received  by  any  profits  he  had  from 
•*  thence."— Yet>  it  is  fince  well  known,  that  the  family  has  long  received  a  much  greater  re- 
venue therefrom. 

In  this  year  1635,.  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  invaded  and  conquered  the  large  ifland  of 
Formofa,  near  the  Chinefe  coaft,  and  expelled  the  Portuguefe  from  thence  :  yet,  we  {hall  fee 
that,  twenty-fix  years  after,  they  were  themfelves  expelled  from  thence  by  the  Chinefc 

In  this  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  p.  649,  this  year  begins,  in  commercial  'matters 
•with  King  Charles's  proclamation,  importing,  that  **^  whereas  to  this  time  there  hath  been  no 
*•  certaia  intercourfe  between  the  kingdoms  of  England  and  Scotland,  he  now  commands  his 
**  Poftmafterof  England  for  foreign  parts  to  fettle  a  running  poft  or  two,  to  run  night  and 
^^  i^jr  between  Edinburgh  and  London^,  to  go  thitlicr  and  come  back  again  in  fix  days  r  and 
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1635  **  to  take  with  them  all  fuch  letters  as  (hall  be  direfted  to  any  poft  town  in  or  near  that  road, 
"  And  that  by-pofts  be  placed  at  feveral  places  out  of  the  road,  to  bring  in  and  carry  out  the 
"  letters  from  and  to  Lincoln,  Hull,  and  other  places  :  and  to  pay  port  for  the  carrying  the 
**  faid  letters,  two  pence  the  fingle  letter  if  under  eighty  miles,  and  fdur  pence  between  eighty 
**  and  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  and  fix  pence  if  above  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  ;  and 
*'  upon  the  borders  of  Scotland,  and  in  Scotland,  eight  pence.  And  in  this  proportion  for 
"  double  letters  and  packets.  The  like  rule  Ihall  alfo  be  obferved  to  Weft  Chefter,  Holy- 
**  head,  and  thence  to  Ireland.— Alfo  to  Plymouth,  Exeter,  &c.  on  the  weft  road.  And, 
"  fo  foon  as  poffible,  the  like  conveyance  (hall  be  fettled  for  Oxford,  Briftol,  and  other  places 
^*  on  the  road :  alfo  to  Colchefter,  Norwich,  and  divers  other  places  on  that  road.  And  that 
^*  the  three  firft  named  conveyances,  viz.  from  London  to  Edinburgh,  to  Chefter  and  Holy- 
^*  head,  and  to  Plymouth  and  Exeter,  Ihall  begin  the  firft  week  after  Michaelmas  next:  two 
**  pence  halfpenny  per  mile  to  be  paid  on  the  roads  to  the  feveral  poftmafters  for  every  fingle 
**  horfe  carrying  the  faid  letters.  No  other  meflengers  nor  foot-pofts  fliall  carry  any  betters, 
**  but  thofe  alone  which  fhall  be  employed  by  the  King's  Poftmafter-general,  unlefs  to  fuch 
<«  places  whither  the  King's  pofts  do  not  go ;  excepting  common  known  carriers,  or  meften- 
**  gers  particularly  fent  on  purpofe,  or  clfc  a  letter  by  a  friend." 

Thus,  the  increafe  of  England's  foreign  commerce  augmenting  her  domeftic  commerce  and 
correfpondence,  rendered  the  further  extending  the  poft  carriage  of  letters  abfolutely  requifitc. 
It  is  indeed  fomewhat  ftrange,  that,  trade  being,  even  before  this  time,  got  to  a  confiderable 
height,  thefe  pofts  were  not  fooner  cftablilhcd.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  poffible  that  King 
Charles's  neceffities  might  put  him  upon  this  cxtenfion  of  poft  carriage  fooner  than  otherwifc 
might  have  happened.  Since  his  time,  there  have  been  pofts  eftabliftied  on  many  more  by- 
roads, and  fome  very  lately  in  our  time ;  and  thofe  to  moft  of  our  manufacturing  towns,  the 
two  Univerfities,  and  to  the  King's  naval  ports,  have  been  extended  to  every  week-day 
throughout  the  year. 

Portpatrick,  in  Scotland,  being  the  neareft  paflage  to  the  north  of  Ireland,  both  for  the 
Scotilh  and  north  of  England  people,  being  not  above  three  or  four  hours*  failing,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  that  port  being  unable  to  ereft  a  proper  pier  or  quay  there,  the  former  one  hav- 
ing been  carried  away  by  the  fca;  King  Charles,  in  this  year,  grants  a  brief  for  a  col- 
leftion  in  all  the  churches  of  England,  (as  had  before  been  done  in  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land) ;  **  for  the  making  of  the  faid" harbour  a  fafe  retreat  for  Ihips  and  boats."— Foedcra, 
vol.  xix.  p.  651. 

After  the  Eaftern  Tartars  had,  for  twenty  years  together,  harraflcd  China  with  conftant 
war,  they,  in  this  year,  entered  and  fubdued  it  with  a  vaft  army ;  placing  their  own  Prince 
on  the  throne  of  that  immenfely  populous  and  opulent  empire;  whofe  pofterity  have  reigned 
there  to  this  prefent  time. 

In  this  year  1635,  the  Bank  of  Rotterdam  was  erefted,  wherein  bills  of  exchange  arc  paid 
in  large  money,  and  only  ten  per  cent,  paid  in  fchellings,  as  we  have  already  related,  when 
treating  at  large,  in  the  year  1609,  of  the  Bank  of  Amfterdam.  And  as  we  have  under  that 
year  Itkewife  mentioned  the  banks  of  Hamburgh  and  Stockholm,  we  Can  now  add  nothing  fur- 
ther about  them. 

This  year  1635,  is  remarkable  for  King  Charles  tlie  Firft's  moft  memorable  impofilion  of 
Ship  Money,  for  ihg  enfuing  year  1636,  on  all  the  countUsy  cities j  and  towns  in  England,  by  virtue 
of  bis  ownfole  prerogative, 
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1635      That  Monarch's  pretence  for  this  arbitrary  impofition  was,  that  the  Hollanders  pretended  a 
Tight  to  a  free  and  undifturbed  fifhery  on  his  coafts  •,  to  which  pretenfion  they  had  been  encour- 
aged by  their  countryman  Grotius's  famous  trcatifc,  intitled  Marc  Libcrum,  publifhed  in  the 
year  1612.     Although,  as  we  have  already  related  under  that  year,  Grotius  had  not  fo  much 
as  once  named  the  Dutch  claim  to  the  freedom  of  the  faid  fifhery  on  our  coafts,  being  content 
with  only  ihewing  the  juftice  of  the  freedom  of  their  filhing  on  the  fea  in  general ;  yet,  before 
King  Charles  and  his  Minifters  would  break  with  the  Dutch,  and  openly  vindicate  by  arms 
his  claim  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  four  feas,  it  was  judged  necc (Tar y  to  put  fo  confiderable  a 
perfon  as  John  Selden,  Eiq;  upon  writing  in  favour  of  that  claim ;  who,  befides  his  general 
learning,  was  a  great  lawyer,  antiquarian,  and  hiftori^n.     He  was  therefore  judged  equal  to 
the  arduous  tafk  of  anfwering  and  confuting  fo  great  a  man  as  Grotius.     Mr.  Selden  had  be- 
gun his  work  fo  early  as  the  reign  of  King  Jj^mes,  probably  upon  the  firft  appearance  of  Gro- 
tius's  Mare  Liberum ;  and,  after  many  years  intermiflion,  he  afterwards  reviewed,  altered, 
and  enlarged  it,  as  he  hirafelf  relates,  by  command  of  King  Charles,  to  whom  he  dedicated  it, 
when  he  iirft  publiflied  it,    in  this  fame  year   1635,    under  the  thundering  title  of  Mare 
Claufum.     Sir  Willam  Beecher,  one  of  the  Clerks  of  the  Council,  by  the  King's  command, 
folemnly  delivered  a  copy  of  it  to  the  Rarons  of  the  Exchequer  in  open  court,  who  ordered  it 
to  be  placed  amongft  their  records,  where  it  ftill  remains. 

It  is  not  poffiblc  to  gke,  in  a  finall  compafs,  a  furajnary  account  of  fo  large  a  work  as  the 
faid  Mare  Claufum  is.  And,  it  is  CuffiLcient  t.o  obfervc  in  general,  that  it  is  compounded  of  mo*- 
tivcs  and  arguments  drawn  from  old  records  and  precedents  of  the  titles  and  claims  of  our 
Saxon  and  Norman  Kings,  in  times  when  there  was  little  or  no  commerce  nor  naval  power 
exifting  any  where  without  the  Mediterranean  Se^ :  times  fo  very  different  from  that  wherein 
he  wrote,  when  all  the  maritime  nations  of  tha  weft  and  iiorth  have,  more  or  lefs,  both  a  ma- 
ritime conrmerce  and  a  naval  force  ;^nd  when  fuch  claims,  ftrenuoufly  aflerted  by  any  one 
naval  potentate,  might  reafonably,  and  perhaps  probably,  bring  about  a  confederacy  of  all  the 
potentates  for  reducing  that  one-to  more  moderate  defigns.  But,  as  is  remarked  in  our  Pre- 
face, the  author  of  our  work  is  eafed  of  the  trouble  of  any  further  enlarging  on  this  delicate 
fubjeft,  by  a  learned  and  moft  judicious  fummary  of  it,  long  fince  publiflied,  by  Sir  Philip 
Meadows;  which,  containing  many  other  curious  hiftorical  obfervations  on  commercial 
points,  will  be  found,  verbatim,  in  our  Appendix.  We  fhall  only  further  obferve,  that  Ra- 
pin,  in  his  Hiftory  of  England,  has  fallen  into  a  miftake,  in  faying,  under  the  year  1636,  that 
the  quarrel  between  King  Charles  and  the  Dutch,  at  this  time,  produced  the  two  famous  trea- 
tifes,  intitled.  Mare  Liberum,  and  Marc  Claufum.  Since,  as  we  have  flicwn  under  that  year, 
the  Mare  Liberum  was  publiflied  in  tlie  year  1612,  and  was  exprefsly  anfwered  by  one  William 
Welwood,  in  a  fliort  Latin  treatife,  in  the  year  1615. 

King  Charles,  bent  on  bringing  the  Dutch  to  acknowledge  his  fea  dominion,  had,  befido 
.  other  naval  armantents,  built^  in  this  fame  year  1635,  the  grcateft  fliip  of  war  that  had  ever  been 
feen  in  England^bcfore,  and  gave  it  the  fuperb  name  of  the  Sovereign,  of  ninety-fix  guns,  and  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  aiul  forty  tens,  or,  as  it  is  comn]only  called  the  Royal  Sovereign^ 
And,  the  better  to  enable  him  to  f^t  out  a  fuperior  fleet,  wc  find,  in  the  Foedera,  vol.  xix. 
p.  65S,  &c.  his  fpecial  warrant  to  his^Chancellor  Coventry,  "for  iflTuing  writs  to  the  Sheriffs  of 
the  feveral  counties,  and  to  the  Magiftrates,  &c.  of  feveraj  towns,  for  alTefling  and  collefting  of 
"  money  for  the  fitting  out  (hips  of  war  for  fuppreffing  of  pirates  and  for  tlie  guard  of  the  feas." 
The  Latin  precept  for  tJic  county  and  towns  of  Dorlctfhirc  being  here  given  at  large,  viz^ 
Vol.  IL  Z  z  *<  They 
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1635  **  They  were  commanded  to  procure  and  fit  out  a  (hip  of  five  hundred  tonr  burden,  with 
*•  a  commander  and  two  hundred  failors  :  with  cannon,  fmall  arms,  fpears,  darts,  ammuni- 
"  tion,  &c.  anfwerable ;  and  ftored  with  provifions,  and  double  equipage,  and  all  other  ne« 
*«  ceffaries  for  twenty-fix  weeks  at  leaft.  All  which  was  to  be  paid  and  maintained  at  Aeit 
V  own  charge." 

Here  follows  a  lift  of  all  the  fhips,  being  forty-five  in  number,  which  the  fcveral  counties  o£ 
England  and  Wales  were  commanded  to  fupply,  viz,  for  the  year  1636. 

Dorfetfhire,  as  already  mentioned,  one  fhip  of  -  - 

Cornwall,  one  of  -  -  ^  .  - 

Leicefterfhire,  one  of  -  ^  «  • 

Middlefex,  (Weftminfter  included)  one  of  •  •  - 

Suffolk,  one  of  -  *  ^  .  • 

Huntingdonfhire,  one  of  -  •  - 

Buckinghamfliire,  one  of  -  -  •  • 

Bedfordfhire,  one  of  -  -  -  - 

Derbyfliirc,  one  of  -  •  -»  . 

Hertfordlhire,  one  of  -  -  •  . 

Norfolk,  one  of  -  -  -  •  -- 

Cumberllind  and  Weftmorcland,  jointly,  one  of  - 

Yorklhire,  two,  each  of 

StafFordfliire,  one  of  »  •  -  • 

Wilts,  one  of 

Hercfordfhire,  one  of  '  - 

Monmouthfhire,  one  of  -  ^  - 

Shropfhire,  one  of  •  -  - 

Surrey,  one  of  *  •  -  -  - 

Hiampfhire,  one  of  -  -  -  - 

Warwickfhire,  one  of  -  -  -  - 

Devonfhire,  one  of  -  -  -  . 

Kent,  one  of     .  -  •  - 

Northamptonfhire,  one  of  -  -  - 

Nottinghamftiire,  one  of  -  *  -  - 

Berks,  one  of  -  -  -  -  - 

Oxon,  one  of  -  -  -  -  - 

Rutlandfhire,  one  of  -  -  -  . 

Briftol  city,  one  of  •  -  -  ^ 

Gloucefterlhire,  one  of  •  -  «  « 

Cambridgefhire,  one  of  -  .  .  • 

Lincolnfhire,  one  of  .  -  -  . 

Somerfetfhire,  one  of  -  .  -  , 

Northumberland,  one  of  -  «  .  * 

Worcefterlhire,  one  of  - 

Suflex,  one  of  ^  ^  -  «  - 
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Tons,   Men. 
1635  London  city,  one  of  -  •  «  •  800    320 

■    -'  ■■   ,  one  of  -  -  -  -  800    320 

(This  is  much  more  moderate  than  his  command  of  feven  fhips  laft  year  from  London.) 
Durham  county,  one  of  -  «  -  -  200      80 

Lancafhire,  one  of  -  -  «  -  350     140 

Eflex,  one  of  -  •  -  -  -  800    320 

(One  example  may  ferve  for  all,  viz.  that  of  the  fhip  for  the  county  of  Eflcx,, 
which  was  eftimated  at  eight  thoufand  pounds,  of  which  the  following  towns 
paid  as  follows,  viz. 

Thaxtcad  mm  -  40 

Walden  -                 -  -  80 

Colchcfter  -                 -  *  400 

Maiden  -                 -  -  80 

Harwich  -                -  *  20 

£.  620 

The  reft  was  levied  on  the  parifhes  at  large. 

Glamorgan,  Brecknock,  Radnor,  Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  and  Cardi- 
gan Shires,  one  of  -  -  -  -  ^00     200 
Montgomery,  Denbigh,  Flint,  Carnarvon,   Anglefey,   and  Merioneth 

Shires,  one  of  -  -  -  .  400     160 


Total,  44  (hips,  confifting  of  11,500   8610 


This  duty  was  repeated  four  years,  viz.  to  1639,  and  was  value4  at  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum,  according  to  the  author  of  the  Royal  Trcafury  of  England,  publifhed  in 
oSavo,  in  the  year  1625. 

And  by  a  later  commiffion,  in  this  fame  year,  Cibld,  Foedera,  p.  697)  "  King  Charles  ex- 
^*  cufes  thofe  towns  and  counties,  who,  by  their  fituation,  cannot  fit  out  the  (hips  above  fpe- 
**  cified,  wherewith  they  are  charged  ;  provided  that,  in  lieu  thereof,  they  pay  in  their  quotas 
"  in  money." 

By  a  fubfequent  commiffion,  "  the^King  direfts  the  officers  of  his  own  navy  to  receive  the 
**  faid  quotas  of  money,  and  therewith  to  rig  out,  viftual,  and  man,  from  the  King's  yards 
**  docks,  a  Hke  (hip  or  fhips."  So  that,  after  iffuing  a  proclamation  for  reflraining  all  but 
his  own  fubjefts  from  fifhing  on  his  coafts,  without  his  licence,  he  fent  out  a  great  fleet,  in 
the  year  1636,  and  attacked  and. difperfed  the  Dutch  fifhing  fhips,  fome  of  which  they  funk, 
and  compelled  the  reft  to  retire  into  the  Englifh  harbours  for  fhelter.  Whereupon,  the  Dutch 
agreed  to  pay  King  Charles  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  (not  florins,  as  Rapin  has  itj  for  permif- 
fion  to  continue  their  fifhing  for  that  furamer:  which  Rufliworth,  in  his  fecond  volume  of 
CoUeftions,  p.  322,  fays  was  aftnally  paid,  and  a  willingnefs  teflified  by  the  Dutch  for  pay^ 
ing  a  future  yearly  tribute  for  the  like  liberty.  Yet,  De  Witt,  in  Iiis  Intereft  of  Holland, 
(fpeakingof  the  bad  curing  of  the  herrings  caught  by  the  Englifh  Fifhing  Company,  where- 
by they  were  rejefted  at  Dantzickin  the  years  1637  and  1638,  and  which  brought  that  Com^ 
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1635  pany  to  nothing)  acrimonioufly  fubjoins  the  following  obfcrvation,  **  Whereupon  the  Eng* 
*>  lifh  changed  their  former  claim  upon  the  wh<rie  herring  fifliery,  for  that  of  demanding 
"  the  tenth  herring  :  which  the  diligent  and  frugal  Hollanders  reputed  no  lefs  than  to  fifli 
<<  for,  and  pay  tribute  to  a  flothful  and  prodigal  people,  for  a  mere  paflage  along  the  coafls  of 
«*  England  !" 

In  the  fame  nineteenth  vohime,  p.  686^  of  the  Fccdera,  we  find,  tliat,  **  King  Charles  di- 
**  refts  a  fpecial  commiffion  for  making  the  rirer  Wey  navigable,  from  Guildford  to  the  river 
'*  Thames  at  Weybridgc."  It  feems,  that  river  had  formerly  been  navigable  ;  becaufe  this 
record  bbferves,  "  That  it  is  now  become  unfit  for  carrying  of  barges,  boats,  or  veffels  of 
**  any  burden,  fpr  tranfporting  of  commodities  to  and  from  the  town  of  Guildford  :  and 
**  the  commiflioners  were  thereby  authorifed  to  furvey  the  faid  river  Wey,  and  to  enquire  by 
**  what  means  the  fame  was  become  unfit  for  the  carrying  of  barges,  &c." 

In  Richlieu's  Political  Teftament,  we  find,  that  France  even  then  abounded  with  the  fined 
and  beft  of  manufaftures  :  ^*  Such"  fays  he,  **  as  the  ferges  of  Qialons,  and  of  Chartrcs, 
«*  which  have  aboliflied  thofc  of  Milan.s— That  the  Turks  prefer  the  French  draps  de  fccau 
**  of  Rouen,  before  all  others,  next  to  thofe  of  Venice,  which  are  made  of  Spanilh  wool.— 
**  Such  fine  plufhes  are  made  at  Tours,  that  they  are  fent  into  Spain,  Italy,  &c.  alfo  fine 
**  plain  tafFaties. — Red,  purple,  and  fpotted  velvets,  made  finer  here  than  at  Genoa. — France 
*•  is  the  only  place  for  filk  fcrges.— Mohair  (camblet)  is  made  as  good  here  as  in  England ;  and 
'*  bcft  cloth  of  gold  finer  and  cheaper  than  in  Italy.*' 

In  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Fccdera,  p.  690,  "  King  Charles,  by  proclamation,  pro- 
**  hibits  the  importation  of  foreign  purles,  cut-works,  or  bone-laces,  or  of  any  commodi- 
*'  ties  laced  or  edged  therewith."  This  he  declares  to  be  "  at  the  requeft,  and  for  the  bc- 
**  nefit  of,  the  makers  of  thofe  goods  in  and  near  London,  and  other  parts  of  the  realm 
"  now  brought  to  great  want  and  ncceflity,  occafioned  by  the  great  importation  of  thofe  fo- 
**  reign  wares  :  to  prevent  which  for  the  future,  he  appoints  the  Englifh  made  goods  to  be  • 
*«  fealed  or  marked." 

Another  of  his  proclamations,  p.  693,  Hfldl  •*  prohibits  the  importation  of  any  fort  of 
*'  glafs  from  foreign  parts."  It  feems,  that  King  James,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign, 
had  prohibited  the  making  of  glafs  with  wood  firing,  for  the  better  prefervation  of  timber, 
and  alfo  prohibited  the  importation  of  foreign  glafs. — **  Yet,"  fays  King  Charles,  "  ill- 
«*  minded  perfons,  to  the  prejudice  of  our  own  glafs-works,  having  prefumed  to  import  foreign 
**  glafs, — we  now  ftriAly  prohibit  the  fame,  during  the  term  granted  by  King  James  to  Sir 
**  Robert  Man  fell,  for  the  fole  making  of  glafr*,  he  having,  by  his  induftry  and  great  cx- 
**  pence,  perfcfted  that  manufafture  with  fea  coal  or  pit-coal ;  whereby  not  only  the  woods 
"  and  timber  of  this  kingdom  are  greatly  preferved,  but  the  making  of  all  kinds  of  glafs 
*'  is  eftablijfhed  here,  to  the  faving  of  much  treafure  at  home,  and  the  employment  of  great 
**  numbers  of  our  people ;  and  our  fubjcfts  are  now  furnifhcd  with  glafs  at  far  more  mo- 
**  derate  prices  than  they  were  when  brought  from  foreign  parts. — Yet  the  King  permits 
*•  the  faid  Sir  Robert  Manfell  to  import  fuch  glafles  from  Venice,  Morana,  or  other 
**  parts  of  Italy,  as  he  fhould  think  fit,  for  fpecial  ufes  and  fervices."  This  permiffion,  with- 
out doubt,  related  to  the  fine  Venetian  flint  glafles,  for  drinking,  the  making  of  which  in 
England  was  not  brought  to  perfection  till  tlie  reign  of  King  Charles's  grandfon.  King  Wil- 
liam the  Third. 
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1635  Wc  have  alfo,  in  p.  716,  of  the  fame  volume,  King  Charles's  monopoly  patent  to  one 
**  for  the  fole  making  of  wines,  for  fourteen  years,  from  dried  grapes  or  raiiins ;  which  the 
•*  patentee  by  his  travels  in  foreign  parts  had  learned.  Which  wines  have  been  approved  of 
**  by  all  fuch  as  have  ufed  them,  to  be  a  moft  wholcfome  and  good  wine,  which  will  keep  for 
*•  fea  voyages.     The  patentee  paying  forty  fliillings  yearly  into  the  King's  Exchequer." 

We  have  a  proclamation  from  King  Charles,  Md.  p.  718,  "  prohibiting  any  coin,  plate, 
**  or  bullion  from  being  ufed  in  the  making  of  gold  and  iilver  thread,  copper  gilt  or  filvered, 
**  gold  or  lilver  foliate,  purles,  ores,  fpangles,  wire,  and  fuch  other  manufaftures,  except 
**  what  fhall  be  imported  from  foreign  parts,  or  which  fhall  arife  from  the  fame  works  and 
«•  maaufaftures  being  moulted  again.  And  that  none  of  the  current  gold  and  filvcr  coins  of 
*•  this  realm  be  hereafter  moulten  down  by  any  refiner,  goldfinith,  &c.  And  that  all  gold 
**  and  filver  hereafter  to  be  employed  in  the  faid  manufaftures  be  provided,  prepared,  and  dif- 
**  grofled  by  fuch  perfons  only  as  we  fhall  aiBgii,  and  by  none  others  ;  and  which  ihall  be  by 
**  them  fold  and  delivered  to  all  perfons  who  ihall  ufe  the  fame,  according  to  fuch  ftandards, 
**  and  at  fuch  rates  and  prices  as  we  Ihall  limit,  and  at  fucli  places  in  London  as  our  com* 
"  miiiioners  fhall  affign. — And  none  fhall  make  the  faid  wares  but  fuch  as  fhall  be  by  them 
'^  authorized :  and  a  flamp  to  be  pat  on  all  the  faid  manufaftures." 

8^  Thus  almofl  every  proclamation,  order,  or  grant,  relating  to  manufaftures,  new  in- 
ventions, &c.  had  a  principal  regard  to  the^augmcntation  of  this  King's  revenue ;  which,  at 
any  rate,  he  feemed  inclinable  to  increafe,  rather  than  to  be  obliged  to  call  a  Parliament  for 
that  end ;  fince  they  would  flill,  probably,  periift,  as  before,  to  have  national  grievances  go 
hand  in  hand  with  his  fupplies. 

In  the  faid  Foedera,  vol.  xix.  p.  721,  we  have  King  Charles's  proclamation,  purporting, 
**  That  the  great  numbers  of  hackney  coaches  of  late  timefecn  and  kept  in  London,  Weft- 
•*  minfler,  and  their  fuburbs,  and  the  general  and  promifcuous  ufe  of  coaches  there,  were 
'*  not  only  a  great  difturbance  to  his  Majeily,  his  dearefl  confort  the  Queen,  the  nobility, 
**  and  others  of  place  and  degree,  in  their  paflage  through  the  flreets,  but  the  ftrects  themfelves 
♦*  were  fo  pcftered,  and  the  pavements  fo  broken  up,  that  the  common  paflage  is  thereby 
^  hindered,  and  made  dangerous ;  and  the  prices  of  hay  and  provender,  &c.  thereby  made 
•*  exceeding  dear. — Wherefore  we  exprefsly  command  and  forbid,  that  no  hackney  or  hired 
**  coaches  be  ufed  or  fufFercd  in  London,  Weftminfler,  or  the  fuburbs  thereof,  except  they 
*•  be  to  travel  at  leaft  three  miles  out  of  the  fame.  And  alfo  that  no  perfon  Ihall  go  in  a  coach 
**  in  the  faid  fVreets,  except  the  owner  of  the  coach  fhall  conflantly  keep  up  four  able  horfes 
•*  for  our  fervicc,  when  required."  . 

Hiflorians  tell  us,  for  which  we  acknowledge  we  have  no  other  more  authentic  authority, 
that,  in  this  fame  year  1635,  King  Charles  L  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  a 
licence  to  the  French,  to  cure  and  dry  their  fifh  on  the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  in  confidera- 
tionof  a  certain  annual  tribute  of  five  per  cent.  Yet  even  this  conceflion  was  better  than  that 
ftipulated  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  which  allowed  that  ill-judged  privilege  to  France  without 
any  confideration  at  all. 

In  p.  730,  of  the  Fcedera,  vol.  xix.  in  the  fame  year,  **  that  King  ordains  two-pence  to  be 
•*  advanced  on  or  added  to  every  fhilling  paid  to  the  reelers,  &c.  of  the  woollen  manufafture. 
**  He  alfo  s^points  an  officer  for  the  fole  fearching,  furveying,  and  fealing  of  the  reel  ftafF  in 
'*  every  county,  allowing  a  fee  to  the  faid  furveyors  fgr  their  trouble  herein ;  and  for  regifter- 
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1635  **  ing  the  names  of  the  owners  of  each  reel  In  a  book;  which  reeh  Ihall  be  all  of  one  uniform 
^*  fizc — whereby  the  goodnefs  or  badnefs  of  yarn  would  be  eafily  known." 

In  the  fame  year,  ilfid.  King  Charles  iffiied  a  ceinmiflion  for  the  repair  of  Dover  pier,  latcljr 

•damaged  by  the  fea :  for  which  «nd  he  laid  an  additional  duty  of  twelve-pence  on  every  pack 

of  goods  fhipped  thence  by  merchant-ftrangers^  to  continue  for  three  years  to  come.*^That 

pier  is  direfted  to  be  further  repaired  by  cap.  v.  of  the -eleventli  and  twelfth  of  King  William, 

^nd  by  the  fcventh  flatute  of  the  fecond  and  third  year  of  Queen  Anne. 

The  laft  record  for  our  purpofe  in  the  nineteenth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  is  in  p.  76a. 
It  feems,  that  private  copper  farthings,  or  tokens,  as  they  were  then  called,  were  ftill  ia 
Tife  in  retailing  bufinefs  :  **  King  Charles  therefore,  in  the  year  1635,  iiTued  a  proclamation, 
***  forbidding  the  currency  of  theai,  and  that  none  other  be  ufed  but  tliofe  formerly  iiTued  by 
•*'  his  father's  authority." 

In  this  year  1635,  the  ifleof  Gardeloup,  or  Gaudaloupc,  which  the  French  author  of  the 
tiiftory  of  the  Caribbee  ifles  fays  is  one  of  the  largeft  of  them,  was  firft  fettled  by  the  French. 
^'  It  is  alfo,  fays  that  author,  who  wrote  in  the  year  1658,  one  of  the  moft  ilourilhing  of 
**  them. — That  the  French  in  that  ifland  ufed  the  plough,  a  thing  not  to  be  fccn  in  any  of  the 
**  other  illcs ;  and  after  the  plough,  it  bears  rice,  Turkey  wheat,  Caflavia-root,  potatoes,  and 
■**  in  forae  parts  ginger  and  fugar  canes,  with  great  increafe,'* 

"  And  ^o  that  the  French,  from  St.  Chriftopher's,  in  this  fame  year  1635,  firft  planted 
***  the  Caribbec'ifle  of  Martinico  ;  where  they  found  many  native  Caribbcans,  with  whom  at 
**  firft  they  lived  peaceably,  but  had  afterwards  fierce  war  with  them,  till  they  drove  them 
^*  into  inacceffible  rocky  places  and  mountains. — That  the  French  inhabitants  were,"  in  1658, 
•**  ten  thoufand  in  number,  and  the  Indians  and  negroes  as  many  more :  it  being  the  largeft 
**  of  all  the  Caribbee  ifles,  and  is  forty-five  leagues  in  circuit. — That  though  at  firft,  like  the 
*'  other  ifles,  they  chiefly  planted  tobacco  and  cotton,  yet  it  now,"  I.e.  in  1658,  "produced 
^*  ten  thou&nd  hogflieads  ef  fugar,  befide  ginger,  pimento,  cocoa,  caflia,  &c."  Here  the 
•governor  general  of  all  the  French  Caribbee  ifles  jefides  to  this  day.  It  is  now  fo  fruitful  and 
populous  as  to  be  faid  to  have  a  militia  of  ten  thoufand  men  or  nore,  and  fixty  thoufand 
negroes :  being  alfo  finely  furniflied  with  rivers,  fprings,  and  harbours,  and  moft  excellent 
fruits,  vaft  quantities  of  fugar,  molofles,  coffee,  cotton,  indigo,  ginger,  &c. 

In  the  fame  year,  Colonel  Jackfon  with  ajiumber  of  Englifti  ftiips,  from  our  Leeward  ifles, 
landed  on  the  then  Spanifh  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  with  only  five  hundred  xnen  attacked  the 
fort  of  5t.  Jagode  la  Vega,  which  had  two  tkouland  Spaniards  in  it :  which  f«rt  and  city  tbcy 
took  and  facked,  with  the  lofs  of  forty  men  only ;  they  then  re-embarked,  after  receiving  a 
xanfom  for  forbearrng  to  bum  it. 

In  or  about  this  fame  year  the  French  firft  fettled  on  the  ifle  of  Cayenne,  over  againft  a 
river  of  the  fame  name  on  the  coaft  of  Guiana ;  from  whence^  however,  they  were  fcvcnd 
times  driven  out  by  the  Dutch:  but  the  French  finally  retook  it  in  1676,  and  have  held  it 
ever  fincc.  It  is  about  feventeen  leagues  in  compafs«  Here  they  have  feveral  fugar  planta- 
tions.    They  have  fince  ncftlcd  on  the  continent  over  againft  Cayenne. 

•We  cannot  be  quite  pofitive  whether  the  French  did  not  about  this  time  fettle  on  the  great 
river  of  Niger,  otherwife  called  Senegal  river,  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Africa,  where  the  beft  gum 
fenegal  is  produced  -,  but  we  imagine^  from  fome  circumftances,  that  it  was  nearly  at  this 
time. 
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1635  In  the  fame  year  a  very  rich  lead  mine,  in  which  was  faid  to  be  much  filver,  was  difcovered 
in  Swcdilh  Lapland,  near  the  town  of  Pitha,  at  the  bottom  of  the  Bothnic  Gulpli. 

In  the  fame  year  1635,  the  Spaniards,  with  twenty-two  gallics  and  five  galeons,  took  fron^ 
France  two  fmall  inconfiderable  iiles  on  the  coaft  of  Provence,  named  St.  Margaret  and  St. 
Honorate ;  which,  however, .  they  lield  but  two  years,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter, 

1636  The  firft  record  we  find  for  our  purpofe  in  the  twentieth  and  laft  volume  of  Rymer's 
Foedcra,  is  in  page  3,  being  King  Charles's  new  regulation,  in  the  year  1636,  of  the  colony 
of  Virginia.  Whereby  **  he  appoints  Sir  John  Harvey  to  be  continued  governor  thereof; 
•*  and  for  him  and  any  three  of  his  council  to  appoint  a  commiflion  for  the  enlarging  its 
**  limits  ;  and  for  finding  out  what  trades  may  be  moft  neceflary  to  be  undertaken  for  the 
**  benefit  of  the  colony.  Alfo  to  fend  out  forces  for  fubduing  the  Indians;  and  to  make  war 
**  or  peace,  as  may  beft  fuit  the  (afety  of  the  colony,  and  our  honour. — That  in  cafe  of  the 
«  governor's  death,  or  his  neceflary  abfence,  not  to  be  allowed  by  lefs  than  four  of  the  coun- 
"  cil  there,  one  of  the  council,  to  be  appointed  by  the  reft,  fhall  aft  in  his  (lead.  The  go- 
"  vcrnor  and  council  to  be  fubordinate,  fubjeft,  and  obedient. to  the  lords  commiifioners 
••  and  committees  here  for  our  plantations,  touching  the  prefent  government  of  that  colony, 
*^  to  whom  as  well  as  to  us,  the  governor  fhall,  on  the  death,  of  any  member  of  the  council, 
**  give  notice  thereof,  that  we  may  appoint  another  in  his  ftead."^ 

As  thefe  regulations  are,  in  general^  the  fame  by  which  the  colonies  called  regal,  or  fuch 
as  are  immediately  under  the  crown>  are  lUU  governed,  they  arc  for  that  reafon  here  exhibit- 
ed, being  the  firft  eftablifhment  thereof  in  that  manner. 

In  p.  vi.  of  riie-fame  volume,  we  have  "  King  Charles's  fpecial  commtffion  to  a  number 
^  of  lords  and  ge»tlemen,  for  enabling  William  Sandys,  Efq;  to  make  the  river  Avon  na- 
**  vigable  for  boats  and  barges,  from  the  river  Severn  near  Tewkfbury  where  it  falleth  in^. 
**  through  Warwickfhire,    Worceftorfliire,  and  Glouccfterlhire,    to  tlic  city  of  Coventry, 
"  And  alfo  the  river  Team,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Severn  towards  Ludlow." 

In  p.  10,  ibid,  we  fee  **  another  frefli  commiffion  of  enquiry  by  King  Charles,  in  this 
**  fame  year,  into  houfes  crefted  in  or  near  Londoa  or  Weftminfter  on  new.  foundations,  and 
**  into  the  nuifances  thereby  occafioned." 

In  p.  12,  ibid,  in  this  fame  year,  we  have  King  Charlfes^s  proelatnation  in  favour  of  Sel- 
dcn's  then  famous  book,  intitled.  Mare  Claufum,  importing,  as  follows  : 

"  That  whereas  there  was  publilhcd,  in  the  year  1635,  by  our  exprefs  command,  a  work, 
'^  entitled.  Mare  Claufum,  feu  do  Dominio  Maris ;  for  the  manifefting  of  the  right  and  do- 
**  minion  of  us  and  our  royal  progenitors,  in  the  feas  which  encompafs  thefe  our  realms  and 
**  dominions  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  :  and  whereas,  fince  the  publication  thereof^  fome 
**  pcrfons,  not  well  affefted  10  us  and  our  proceedings,  have  caufcd  the  fame  book  to  be^print- 
**  ed  in  fome  place  beyond  the  feas,  and  to  the  fame  impreflion  have  added  fome  other  things, 
"  as  if  they  were  parts  of  tliat  which.was  firft  printed  here  by  our  command.;  and  have  falfcly 
«*  put  the  name  of  our  city  of  London  on  the  title  page  for  the  place  of  the  impreflion. — 
**  Wherefore  the  faid  foreign  impreflion,  and  all  other  copies  of  Mare  Claufum,  not  printed. 
•*  here  by  authority,  are  hereby  exprefsly  prohibited  to  be.  imported  or  vended  here." 

Of  this  book  and  its  defign  we  have  feid  enough  under  the  preceding  year. 

In  p.  15,  of  the  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  King  Charles'^  renewal  of  a 
proclamation  of  King  James's,  in  the  feventhyear  of  his  reign,  *'  prohibiting  all  perfons,  not 
^^  his  natural  born  fubjefts,  from  filhing  on  the  coafts  and  feas  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

•*  without 
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1636  **  Without  a  fpcciallicencefirftobftained  from  his  Majcfty.  And,  bjr  thefe  prefents,  we  make 
**  public  declaration,  that  our  rcfolution  is,  at  times  convenient,  to  keep  fuch  a  competent 
"  ftrcngth  of  (hipping  upon  our  fea^  as  may,  by  God's  blcffing,  be  fufficient  both  to  hinder 
**  fuch  further  incroachraents  upon  our  regalities,  and  to  aflift  and  proteft  thofe  our  good 
•*  friends  and  allies,  who  fhall  henceforth,  by  virtue  of  our  licences  to  be  firft  obtained,  cn- 
"  deavour  to  take  the  benefit  of  fifhing  upon  our  coafts  and  feas  in  the  places  accuftomed." 

In  p.  16,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  King  Charles's  proclamation,  confirming  another 
of  King  James's,  of  the  feventcenth  year  of  his  reign,  *'  prohibiting  tlie  importation  of 
**  whale  fins  by  any  but  the  Ruflia  Company. — And  he  now  di reft s,  for  the  encouragement 
*'  of  that  Company  and  the  increafc  of  navigation,  that  none,  whether  natives  or  foreigners, 
*'  fhall  import  any  whale  fins  or  whale  oil,  but  the  faid  Company  only ;  and  this  in  their 
•'  joint  flock  capacity  alone  in  rcfpeft  to  the  whale  fifhery ;  under  pain  of  forfeiting,  &c." 

In  p.  41,  /^/V.  we  find  that  King  Charles  again  defconds  "  to  the  regulation  of  die  clock- 
*'  reel,  or  reel-flafF,  for  vi^oollen  yarn;  by  again  enjoining  one  only  dimenfion  for  it.  He 
*'  alfo  enjoins,  that  there  be  only  one  weight  and  one  meafure  for  every  commodity  to  be 
*•  bought  or  fold  throughout  the  kingdom.  And  that  his  clerk  of  the  market  for  his  houfc- 
*«  hold  fhould  have  the  overfecing  and  examination  of  all  weights  and  meafures :  for  wbicli 
**  confideration  the  King  hereby  appoints  certain  fees  to  be  paid  to  Jiim.*' 

N.  B.  This  ancient  officer  liad  formerly  great  power,  which  was  generally  abufed  to  the 
great  oppreflion  of  the  fubjeft  :  wherefore  that  office  is  long  fince  juflly  in  difufe.  It  is  fome- 
what  flrange,  that  to  this  day  nothing  has  been  efFeftually  done  for  reducing  all  merchandize 
to  one  weight  or  meafure,  fo  obvioufly  convenient  throughout  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

In  p.  47,  of  the  fame  twentieth  volume,  we  find  that  King  Charlfei-aow  iflTues  "  a  commif- 
**  fioti  for  enquiring  into  and  preventing  encroachments  on  the  river  Thames,  by  ladders, 
*'  flairs,  trap  doors,  &c»  from  whence  rubbifh  and  dirt  were  ufually  thrown  into  it ;  to  the 
**  great  detriment  of  its  navigation." 

And  in  p.  52,  thid,  we  meet  with  a  ccmmiffion  from  King  Charles  **  for  compounding 
*^  with  fuch  as  had  been  guilty  of  the  unlawful  importing,  felling,  or  ufing  a  falfe  dying-wood, 
**  called  Logwood,  Blackwood,  or  Campefca-wood,  /.  f.  Campeachy-wood,  contrary  to  two 
-**  flatutes,  of  the  twenty-third  and  thirty-ninth  of  Queen  Elizabeth  :  and  for  punifhing  fuch 
«*  as  fhall  hereafter  be  found  guilty  in  this  refpeft."  Concerning  the  prefcnt  ufc  thereof  by 
ityers,  we  have  already  animadverted  in  its  place. 

And  in  p.  56,  &c.  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  «•  King  Charles's  commiffion  for  levying 
«*  of  fhip  money  throughout  the  fcvcral  courvties  of  England  and  Wales,  for  the  ^cnfuing  year 
"  1637."— But  further  on,  in  this  fame  year,  iifid.  p.  74,  "  the  King  alters  the  quota  for 
**  Cumberland  and  Weflmoreland  jointly,  from  a  fhip  of  one-hundred  and  twenty  tons  to 
•'  one  of  one  hundred  and  forty  tons,  and  fifty-fix  men.  And  of  tlie  city  of  London,  from 
*'  two  fhips  of  eight  hundred  tons  each,  to  two  of  kvcn  hundred  tons  each,  and  each  two 
**  hundred  and  eighty  men,  inflead  of  three  hundred  and  twenty.  Alfo  Middlefex  county, 
"  inflead  of  one  fhip  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  fhall  now  furnifh  one  of  but  five  hundred 
*«  tons,  and  two  hundred  men.  Alfo  Northumberland,  inflead  of  a  fhip  of  three  hundred 
**  and  fcventy  tons,  fhall  furnifh  only  one  of  two  hundred  and  ten  tons,  and  eighty-four 
>*  men." 

In  the  fame  year,  vol.  xx.  of  the  Fcedcra,  King  Charles  granted  a  patent  to  Lord  Maltravcrs 
and  Sir  Francis  Crane,  for  the  fole  coinage  of  copper  or  brafs  farthings.     And,  purfuant  to 
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1636  an  order  of  the  ftar-chamber,  of  the  year  1634,  it  was  now  provided,  that  the  faid  brafs  far- 
things  fhould  not  be  forced  upon  poor  labourers  in  payment ;  they  having  formerly  been  com- 
pelled to  take  all  or  moft  of  their  wages  in  fuch  farthings  from  defigning  men,  who  had  bought 
up  great  quantities  of  them  at  a  low  rate  or  difcount.  **  Silver,*'  fays  Rufhworth,  "  was  fo 
*'  fcarce,  and  gold  fo  plenty  at  this  time,  that  when  cattle  were  fold  in  Smithficld,  they  com- 
**  monly  bargained  for  to  be  paid  in  lilver,  and  not  in  gold ;  inforauch,  that  two-pence,  or 
**  more,  was  ufually  given  for  exchanging  of  a  twenty  (hillings  piece  into  filver,  although  the 
**  gold  was  full  weight. 

In  the  fame  twentieth  volume,  p.  68,  of  the  Foedera,  we  fee  **  King  Charles's  commiffion 
**  for  compounding  with  the  tranfgreflbrs  of  the  laws  made  againft  deftroyers  of  timber-trees 
**  and  woods,  in  the  melting  and  forging  of  ir^p." 

In  p.  93  of  the  fame  volume,  that  King  iflues  a  monopolifing  proclamation,  "  That  none 
**  fhall  buy  any  ballad  out  of  the  river  Thames,  but  a  perfon  appointed  by  him  for  tliat  pur- 
*'  pofc."  , 

King  Charles  having,  as  already  quoted,  monopolifed  all  the  faltpctre  and  gunpowder,'  **  he 
**  now  appoints  a  commiflion  for  receiving  of  his  two  gunpowder-makers,  all  the  powder 
"  they  Ihall  make,  at  fevcn-pence  halfpenny  per  pound  weight;  and  for  again  felling  the  fame 
**  out  to  his  fubjcfts,  at  fuch  prices  as  they,"  the  commiffioners,  "  fliall  from  time  to  time 
**  fix." — Foedera,  vol.  xx.  p.  96. 

N.  B.  In  this  fame  commiffion  we  find  that  the  King  was  not  able  to  carry  on  this  mono- 
poly without  the  importation  of  faltpetre  from  foreign  parts ;  there  not  being  enough  thereof 
produced  in  England  for  the  manufafture  of  all  the  gunpowder  requifite  for  the  ufe  of  himfelf 
and  his  fubjeds.  For  this  end,  we  find,  further  on,  in  p.  107,  of  the  fame  volume,  •'  That 
"  he  prohibits  the  importation  of  foreign  gunpowder ;  and  direfts,  that  his  officers  fhall  not 
"  take  above  one  ftiilling  and  fixpcnce  per  pound  weight  for  gunpowder  fold  out  to  his  fub- 
*'  jefts.  (We  fee  above,  that  it  was  to  be  delivered  to  him  at  feven-pence  halfpenny  ;  a  mon- 
ilrous  advantage  taken  of  his  fubjefts  !)  **  Laftly,  that  no  retailers  of  it,  to  whom  it  is  thus 
**  fgld,  Ihall  again  fell  it  for  above  one  fliilling  and  eight-pence  in  London,  and  one  ftiilling 
*'  and  eight-pence  halfpenny  per  pound  in  the  country,  if  diftant  thirty  miles  or  more  from 
*'  London." 

In  p.  102,  of  the  fame  nineteenth  volume,  that  King  frames  a  malt  and  brewing  monopoly, 
in  his  *'  commiffion,  this  fame  year  1636,  for  reftraining  the  exceffive  number  of  common 
**  maltfters  ;  by  means  of  whom,  not  only  a  greater  >confumption  and  wade  of  barley  is  occa- 
**  fiooed,  but  alfo  fundry  abufes  in  the  bad  making  of  malt.  Likewife,  for  reftraining  the 
**  great  number  of  innkeepers  and  viftuallers,  who  take  upon  them  to  brew  ale  and  beer,  which 
**  they  fell  by  retail,  and  make  too  ftrong  and  heady,  ferving  for  drunkennefs  and  excefs." — ^ 
Was  there  ever  a  lamer  introduftion  to  ufher  in  the  moft  fliameful  monopoly  ?  viz.  **  That* 
«*  from  thenceforth,  the  King  was  to  appoint,  in  fit  places,  throughout  the  realm,  a  compe- 
♦*  tent  number  of  maltfters,  to  be  incorporated,  and  alfo  of  common  brewers;  under  fucli 
**  fines  and  early  payments  to  us  as  ftiould  be  thought  meet." 

In  p.  103,  of  the  faid  twentieth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  we  find  that  "  King  Charles  con^ 
**  ua£ls  with  John  Crane,  Efquire,  furyeyor-general,  for  the  viflualling  of  his  navy;  much 
**  in,  or  very  near,  the  form  and  fubftance  of  the  contraft  for  the  like  purpofe  already  related 
*'  under  the  year  1622.  Mr.  Crane  was  to  be  allowed  for  failors  in  harbour,  feven-pencc 
•*  halfpenny  per  day  for  their  provifions  ;  and  when  at  fca,  eight-pence  halfpenny  per  day," 
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1636  In  p.  113,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  fee  that  "  King  Charles  incorporates  all  the  tradefmcti 
"  and  artificers  inhabiting  fuch  places  of  the  city  of  London  as  arc  exempted  from  the  free- 
•^  dom  thereof ;  as  alfo  thofe  of  the  out-parts  of  Weftminfter  and  Middlefex,  within  three 
**  miles  of  the  faid  city  of  London.  Thereby  alfo  excluding,  for  the  future,  all  fuch  as  Ihall 
"  not  have  ferved  feven  years  to  their  refpeftive  occupations,  as  well  as  all  foreigners,  from 
**  praftifing  their  refpeftive  trades."  The  pretences,  fcarcely  plaufible,  for  this  moft  extra- 
ordinary corporation,  as  in  this  proclamation,  were,  "  in  order  to  prevent  thofe  places  from 
•*  being  peftered  with  inmates ;  and  alfo,  to  prevent  the  prejudice  done  to  fuch  as  were'  free- 
**  men  of  London :  and  for  the  more  orderly  difpofing  of  trade  and  tradefmen."  But,  al- 
though no  payments  into  his  Exchequer  are  herein  named,  it  fecms  reafonable  enough  to  fuf- 
peft,  that  he  was  hereby  laying  a  foundation  for  fome  fuch  tax. 

As  in  p.  126,  of  the  fame  volume,  in  a  lift  of  offices  beftowed  in  this  twelfth  year  of  King 
Charles's  reign,  there  is  one  "  for  the  office  of  clerk  and  keeper  of  all  the  King's  ftorcs  and 
•'  ftore-houfes  at  Deptford,  Chatham,  Portfmouth,  and  elfe where,  for  his  Majcfty's  fliips 
*'  and  navy ;"  it  feems  probable,  that  neither  Plymouth,  Sheemefs,  nor  Woolwich,  had  then 
royal  docks  and  ftore-houfes  :  otherwife,  it  fhould  feem,  they  would  have  been  named  in  that 
grant ;  the  words,  and  elfewhere^  feeming  to  be  merely  an  expletive. 

By  this  time  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  had  taken  pofleffion  of  the  grcateft  part  of  the 
coafts  of  Brafil,  having,  according  to  Voltaire's  General  Hiftory  of  Europe,  chap.  xi.  in  the 
fpacc  of  thirteen  years,  fent  thither  eighteen  hundred  ftiips,  for  war  and  commerce,  (others 
fay  but  eight  hundred)  which  were  valued  at  four  millions  and  a  half  fterling ;  and  had,  ia 
that  fpace,  taken  from  Spain,  then  fovereign  of  Portugal,  five  hundred  and  forty-five  vcflels. 
That  company,  in  this  year  1636,  fent  thither  Prince  Maurice,  as  governor-general;  and 
whilft  he  remained  there,  which  was  eight  years,  their  affairs  in  general  profpered  well  enough: 
but  yet  their  firft  declenfion  in  Brafil  may  be  dated  from,  or  was  properly  owing  to,  the  Por- 
tuguefe .  Ihaking  off  the,  Spanifh  yoke,  in  the  year  1640,  foon  after  which  remarkable  revolu- 
tion, they  gradually  gained  ground  on  the  Dutch  in  Brafil,  from  whence  we  Ihall  fee  the  latter 
were  quite  expelled  in  the  year  1654. 

*  The  Spaniards  having,  as  we  have  fecn,  pofleffed  themfelves  of  the  two  fmall  ifles  of  St. 
Marguerite  and  St.  Honorate,  in  the  year  1635,  on  the  coaft  of  Provence,  near  Antibes,  where- 
by they  greatly  annoyed  that  coaft ;  to  revenge  fo  great  an  affront,  France,  in  the  year  follow- 
ing, fitted  out  forty-two  (hips  at  Rochelle,  and  failing  into  the  Mediterranean,  they  were 
joined  by  twenty-four  gallies,  all  which  were  commanded  in  chief  by  the  Count  de  Harcourt; 
who,  on  the  coaft  of  Italy,  near  Monaco,  attacked  the  joint  fleets  of  Spain,  Sicily,  Naples, 
and  Florence,  and  obtained  a  complete  viftory,  fays  Morifotus,  in  his  Orbis  Maritimus,  fink- 
ing their  beft  fhips,  and  putting  the  reft  to  flight.  From  thence  they  went  and  ravaged  the 
ifland  of  Sardinia, 

Moreover,  Cardinal  Richlieu,  the  prime  minifter  of  France,  and  direftor-gencral  of  her 
marine,  having,  ever  fince  the  Englifh  fleet  had  bluftercd  fiercely  before  Rochelle,  though  to 
little  purpofe,  in  the  year  1624,  maturely  confidered  how  much  France  lay  open  to  the  attacks 
and  infults  of  England,  for  want  of  a  maritime  force,  he  had  for  fome  years  been  preparing 
all  the  naval  force  which  he  could  either  purchafe  from  other  powers,  or  colleft  from  all  the 
French  ports,  both  of  the  ocean  and.  Mediterranean.  He,  in- tlie  year  1637,  had  got  together 
what  the  judicious  author  of  an  excellent  pamphlet,  publifhed  in  the  year  1699,  named,  Con- 
fiderations, requiring  greater  Care  for  Trade  in  England,  calls,  France's  firft  line  of  battle; 
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1636  confifting  of  upwards  of  fifty  fhips,  and  twenty  gallies  :  with  which  force  France,  in  this  fame 

year,  recovered  the  two  ifles  above-named,  after  vanquifhing  the  Spanilh  fleet,  and  taking  five 

large  Spanifh  Ihips,  twenty-two  gallies,  and  eighteen  fmaller  veflcls. 
^637       This  was  properly  the  firft  time  that  France  began  to  (hew  her  fupcriority  over  Spain  at  fea, 

as  fhe  liad  before  done  at  land.    Upon  this  occafion,  the  motto  placed  on  the  flern  of  the  largeft 

French  fliip  of  war,  was  modeft  enough,  viz. 

Florent  qkoque  lilia  ponto!   i.e. 

Even  on  the  main, 
Oiu*  Gallic  lilies  triumph  over  Spain! 

Or,  as  Sir  Philip  Meadows  gives  it  paraphrafed  in  profe,  "  Richlieu  6rft  taught  Francc> 
**  that  the  fluer^de-luces  could  grow  at  fea  as  well  as  at  land."  After  which,  Richlieu  went  on 
deftroying  the  remains  of  Spain's  naval  ftrength  till  at  length  it  was  reduced  to  the  loweft  ebb. 

^  It  was  about  the  years  1636  or  1637,  according  to  Roger  Coke's  Second  Difcourfc 
on  Trade,  p.  53,  in  quarto,  publilhed  in  1676,  that  one  hundred  and  forty  families  out  of 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  fettled  ihcmfelves  atLeyden,  Alkmaer,  and  other  parts  of  Holland;  and 
there  eftablilhed,  or  confirmed  the  eftablilhment  of  the  woollen  manufeftures  of  thofe  places. 

Count  Maurice  of  Naffau,  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company's  governor-general  of  Brafil,  ' 
took  there,  at  this  time,  another  fortrefs  from  the  Spaniards:  and  fome  of  that  company's 
Ihips  failed  from  thence  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  made  themfelves  matters  of  the  famous 
caftle  of  St.  George  del  Mina,  the  principal  Portuguefe  fort  of  all  that  coaft,  which  they  have 
kept  to  this  day,  as  alfo  of  feveral  other  lefler  forts  there.  By  thefe  conquefts  on  the  Guinea 
coaft,  the  Dutch  were  fupplied,  at  firft  hand,  with  negroes,  for  carrying  on  their  fugar  plan- 
tations, &c.  in  Brafil.  Bofman,  a  Dutch  author,  in  his  Defcription  of  Guinea,  compares 
the  Portuguefe,  on  this  account,  to  fetting-dogs,  ferving  to  fpring  the  game  ;  which,  when 
they  had  done,  was  feized  on  by  others :  which  proved  literally  true,  both  with  refpeft  to 
Africa  and  India. 

In  the  twentieth  volume,  p.  143,  of  the  Foedera,  King  Charles  Iflues  a  proclamation,  im- 
porting, **  That  being  informed  that  numbers  of  his  fubjcfts  are  every  year  tranfporting  them- 
**  felves  and  families^  with  their  eftates,  to  the  Englifh  plantatiQ,ns  in  America ;  amongft 
**  whom  there  are  many  idle  and  refraftory  humours,  whofe  only  or  principal  end  is,  to  live, 
"  as  much  as  they  can,  without  the  reach  of  authority*  The  King  thereby  commands,  all 
**  the  officers  of  the  feveral  ports,  that  they  do  not  hereafter  permit  any  perfons,  being  fub- 
"  fidy^men,"  (that  is,  payers  of  the  ufual  fubfidies)  **  to  embark  themfelves  thither,  without 
"  a  licence  from  the  commiffioners  for  plantations.  Nor  none  under  the  value  of  fubfidy* 
**  men,  without  a  certificate  of  his  having  taken  the  oaths  of  fupremacy  and  allegiance,  and 
••  likewife,  from  the  minifter  of  the  parifti,  of  his  converfation,  and  conformity  to  the  orders 
*^  and  difcipline  of  the  church  of  England." — This  was  levelled  againft  the  Puritans,  then 
*'  going  in  great  numbers  to  New  England,  to  avoid  perfecution  at  home  :  and  a  better  fam- 
pie  ne^d  not  to  be  defircd  of  the  wifdom  and  charafter  of  this  King,  and  his  favourites  and 
minifters. 

In  this  fame  year,  and  in  the  fanle  volume,  p.  145,  we  find,  that  an  officer  was  appointed 
by  King  Charles,  for  the  fealing  or  ftamping  of  all  playing-cards  and  'dice?  for  which  a  certain 
ftim  was  to  be  paid  to  the  King's  officers. 

3  A  a  In 


Digitized  by 


Google 


37^       AN    HISTORICAL      AND     CHRONOLOGICAL      DEDUCTION 


A.     D. 


1637  In  p.  146,  &c.  of  the  fame  volume,  we  find,  that  feme  of  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Gompa- 
ny*s  (hips,  having,  in  the  year  1634,  touched  at  Goa,  the  capital  of  the  Portugucfc  poffefTions 
in  India,  they  were  kindly  treated  by  the  viceroy  there  ;  with  whom  the  Englilli  concluded  a 
truce,  and  alfo  a  free-trade,  not  only  thither,  but  to  China,  and  all  other  parts  where  the  Por- 
tugucfe  were  fettled  in  India.  Whereupon,  in  the  following  year,  1635,  King  Charles  of 
England  granted  a  licence  to  the  faid  pcrfons,  viz.  to  Captain  John  Weddcl,  &c.  with  fix 
Ihips,  to  make  a  voyage  to  Goa,  and  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  and  alfo  to  the  coafts  of  China  and 
Japan ;  tliere  to  trade  in  fuch  commodities  as  they  could,  to  the  bcft  advantage  for  themfelvcs, 
and  all  other  his  fubjefts  for  the  future.  *'  But  the  Eaft  India  Company  have  neither  plan- 
**  ted  nor  fettled  a  trade  in  thofe  parts,  as  we  expefted,  nor  made  fuch  fortifications  and  places 
*•  offurety,  as  might  encourage  any  hereafter  to  adventure  to  trade  thither;  neither  have  we 
V  received  any  annual  benefit  from  thence,  as  other  Princes  do,  by  reafon  of  the  faid  com- 
**  pany's  negleft  to  fortify  ;  they  having  merely  purfued  their  own  prcfcnt  profit,  without 
**  providing  any  fafcty  or  fettlednefs  for  eftablilhing  of  traffic  in  the  faid  Indies,  for  the  good 
*'  ofpofterity:  whereas  the  Portuguefe  and  Dutch  had  both  planted  and  fortified,  and  alfo 
**  eftablifhed  a  lafting  and  hopeful  trade  there,  for  the  good  of  pofterity ;  by  the  advantage 
"  whereof,  they  had  not  only  rendered  our  people  there  fubjeft  to  their  infolcncies,  but  had, 
**  in  a  manner,  worked  them  out  of  the  trade  ;  which  we  find  by  the  complaint  of  divers  ad- 
*'  venturers  in  that  fociety  ;  and,  principally,  by  the  daily  decreafc  of  ourcuftoms  for  imports 
♦*  from  India,  owing  to  the  faid  company's  fupine  negleft  of  difcovery,  and  fettling  trade  to 
**  divers  parts,  when  they  had  a  plentiful  ftock,  and  fair  opportunities  to  efFeft  it. 

**  And,  as  all  the  attempts  for  a  north-weft  paffage  to  Eaft  India  have  hitherto  proved  un- 
"  fuccefsful,  which,  however,  we  believe  might  be  performed  from  Japan,  north-caft,  to  the 
"  north  of  California,  oil  the  back-fide  of  America,  in  about  forty  degrees  north  latitude^  and 
*•  fo  to  coaft  along  northward,  eaftward,  and  weftward,  as  the  land  will  give  way,  to  Cxtv- 
**  four  degrees  northward,  where  it  was  left  undifcovered  by  Sir  Thomas  Button,  Captain 
**  Luke  Fox,  and  others^  to  come  through  tluc  Straits  of  Hudfon,  in  the  Weftern  or  Atlantic 
•-'  Sea.  The  King,  in  the  faid  grant  of  1635,  dire£led,  that  the  grantees  (hould,  from  the 
**  fea  of  China,  Japan,  or  elfewhere,  fend  one  of  iheii  fliips,  well  furnifhcd  and  manned,  to 
**  attempt  the  before-named  north-weft  difcovery  ;  allotting  them  half  the  cuftoms,  and  other 
'*  benefits  that  fliould  arifc  from  all  fuch  new  difcovcries  as  Ihould  be  made,  referving  to  him- 
*^'  fclf  the  otlier  half,  with  the  fovereignty  of  the  countries. 

"  The  King  next  prefcribes  the  rules  and  government  of  thofe  fbips  and  people,  in  the  voy- 
•*  age  to  and  from  India,  Chirw,  and  Japan,  and  on  land  there.  He  grants  them  the  ufc  of 
*'  a  new  common-feal ;  and,  to  all  intents,  makes  them  a  feparate  company  for  the  Eaft  India- 
**  trade:  direfting  the  old  company,  their  agents,  and  fervants,  not  to  moleft  them  in  tiicir. 
**  laid  Eaft  ladia  commerce.'* 

The  pcrfons  who  fet  on  foot  this  new  company  were.  Sir  William  Courten,  Sir  Paul  Pin 
dar,  Sec.  but  tlie  King  himfelf,  as  he  therein  declares,  and  Endymion  Porter,  Efquire,  agroom 
of  his  bcd-cliamber,  had  (hares  therein,  jointly  with  the  laft  named  perfons,  and  with  Captain 
John  Weddell,  &c.  In  this  year  1637,  therefore,  '*  the  King;  confirms  his  faid  privileges" 
(the  (hips  being  already  gone  on  their  voyage)  *'  to  the  faid  adventurers,  as  to  all. places  in  In- 
*'  dia  where  the  olcj  company  had  not  fettled  aay  faftories  or  trade  before  tlie  twelftii  of  De- 
**  cember,  1635  ;  but  without  prejudice  to  the  faid  old  company  in  other  refpefts.  This  new 
*•  company's  grant  of  trade  and  privileges  was  to  laft  for  five  years  to  come ;   during  which 
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1637  <^  time  they  might  annually  re-export  what  India  goods  they  fliould  bring  home ;  and  might, 
"  in  that  cafe,  draw  back  the  entire  cuftoms  paid  on  their  importation.  Moreover,  during 
"  the  faid  five  years,  they  might  export  forty  thoufand  pounds  to  India  in  gold  and  filver  bul- 
**  lion,  paying  to  the  King  one  pound  ten  fliiilings  per  cent,  for  that  privilege  :  and  they 
**  might  alfo,  during  the  faid  term,  admit  any  others  to  be  partner^  with  them?  in  this  ad.- 
**  venture." 

Note, — That  Sir  William  Courten,  who  had  the  largeft  fliare  in  this  adventure,  died  be  • 
fore  this  firft  voyage  was  complcated ;  and  his  fon  and  executor,  William  Courten,  Efquircj. 
was,  by  the  King,  in  this  laft  grant,  fubftitutcd  in  his  father's  place :  and  he  has  left,  in  print, 
feveral  large  accounts  of  his  great  loffes  by  this  adventure,  amounting  to  the  fum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twelve  pounds,  occafioned  by  the  Dutch  Eaft  In- 
dia Company's  feizing,  in  the  year  1640,  on  their  two  rich  (hips,  and  deftroying  their  fafto- 
lies  in  India ;  which  made  much  clamour  both  before  and  after  the  refloration  of  King  Charles 
the  Second;  many  pamphlets  being  publifhed,  to  (hew  the  great  damage  done  to  hundreds  of 
families,  creditors  of  Courten  and  Pindar  :  and  in  the  treaty  between  King  Charles  the  Second, 
and  the  Dutch,  in  the  year  1662,  fatisfaftion  was  ftipulated  to  be  made  by  the  Dutch  Eaft 
India  Company  for  the  faid  two  rich  fhips.  Yet,  fo  late  as  the  year  1682,  we  fl:ill  find  com- 
plaints in  print  on  this  point ;  fo  that,  probably,  no  redrefs  was  ever  obtained  of  the  Dutch 
Eaft  India  Company  for  thofe  damages. 

To  fay  the  truth,  the  fcheme  of  ;his  new  Englifh  company  was  an  iniquitous  one  againft 
the  old  company,  whofe  charters  were,  doubtlefs,  entirely  exclufive  of  all  others  ;  and  the 
King  was,  probably,  put  upon  it  by  his  minifters,  on  the  plaufible  pretext  of  great  profit  to 
himfelf.  For  even  the  principal  reafon  or  pretence  for  breaking  in  upon  the  old  company's 
exclufive  grant,  would  hold  equally  good  againft  the  prefent  or  any  other  company  :  for  what 
company  can  ever  be  able  to  plant  or  fettle  faftorics  in  all  parts  within  their  extenfive  bounds 
in  India?  And>  indeed,  all  the  King^s  allegations  before  recited,  are  (hamefully  mean,  and  un- 
worthy of  a  great  monarch. 

On  this  voyage  to  India,  Sir  William  Courten's  fhips  made  a  fmall  fettlement  on  the  great 
ifle  of  Madagafcar ;  which  was  foon  after  ruined  by  the  old  Eaft  India  Company. 

In  the  twentieth  volume,  p.  157,  of  the  Fcedcra,  King  Charles  I.  of  England,  iiTues  a  frcfli 
proclamation  concerning  malt  and  brewing  :  wherein  he  exprefsly  enjoins,  **  That,  for  the 
**  fake  of  the  poorer  fort  of  his  people,  whofe  ufual  bread  was  barley,  as  well  as  for  the  rca- 
"  fons  afligned  in  his  proclamation  of  tlic  preceding  year,  already  recited,  the  common  malt- 
**  fters  in  every  county  be  incorporated,  and  none  of  them  fhall  follow  any  other  calling. — 
**  Alfo,  that  namaltfter  fliall  be  a  brewer,  nor  cooper,  at  the  fame  time.  And  that  common 
**  maltftets,  and  common  brewers,  fliall  only  praftife  their  trades  in  fuch  places  as  fhould  be 
*'  aifigned  by  the  King  and  council ;  and  none  but  fueh  to  praftife  any  where.  No  inn^ 
**  keeper,  alehoufe-keeper,  or  viftualler,  fliall  brew  the  drink  they  retail,  unlefs  there  be  noi 
•^  common  brewer  near  the  place  where  they  live.  Which  reftriflions,  however,,  were  not 
"  to  extend  to  the  city  of  London^  nor  within  four  miles  of  it. 

We  have  feen  King  Charles's  proclamation,  for  the  reftraint  of  hackney  and  other  coaches,, 
under  the  year  1635.     We  fliall  now  fee  him  in  a  contrary  ftrain,  in  this  year  1637,  in  p.  159, 
of  the  fame  volume.     I|:  is  his  fpccialxoramiffion  to  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  his  mafter  of 
the  hprfe,  vi?.. 
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1637  *'  That  we,  finding  it  very  requifilc  for  our  nobility  and  gentry,  as  well  as  for  foreign  am- 
**  baffadors,  ftrangers,  and  others,  that  tliere  fhould  be  a  competent  number  of  hackney. 
"  coaches  allowed  for  fuch  ufes,  have,  by  the  advice  of  our  privy-council,  thought  fit  to  aU 
**  low  fifty  hackney-coachmen  in  and  about  London  and  Weftminfter  -,  limiting  them  not  to 
**  keep  above  twelve  horfes  apiece.  Alfo  fo  many  others  in  other  places  of  England  as  Ihall 
"  be  neceflary.  We  therefore  grant  to  you,"  (the  Marquis)  *'  during  your  life,  the  power 
**  and  authority  to  licence  fifty  hackney-coachmen,  who  fhall  keep  no  morc^han  twelve  good 
"  horfes  each,  for  their  or  any  of  their  coach  and  coaches  refpeftively.  You  alfo  hereby 
**  have  power  to  licence  fo  many  in  other  cities  and  towns  of  England,  as  in  your  wifdom 
*'  Ihall  be  thought  neceflary  ;  with  power  to  reftrain  and  prohibit  all  others  from  keeping  any 
**  hackney-coach  to  let  to  hire,  either  in  London,  or  elfewhere.  Alfo  to  prcfcribe  rules  and 
*'  orders  concerning  the  daily  prices  of  tlie  faid  licenfed  hackney-coachmen,  to  be  by  them, 
*'  or  any  of  them  taken,  for  our  own  particular  fervice,  and  in  their  employment  for  ourfub- 
"  jefts  ;  provided  fuch  orders  be  firft  allowed  by  us,  under  our  royal  hand."  By  allowing 
each  of  thefe  fifty  coachmen  twelve  horfes,  it  is  plain,  there  might  be,  and  moll  probably 
were,  many  more  tlian  fifty  coaches  kept  by  tliem ;  poflibly  even  as  far  as  three  hundred  in 
number. 

In  p.  160,  vol.  XX.  of  the  Fcedera,  in  this  fame  year  1637,  **  King  Charles  iflues  a  procla- 
**  mation  againft  deceits  in  the  packing  of  butter,  and  for  marking  the  calks  by  a  proper  offi- 
**  ccr,  who  was  to  have  a  fee  for  that  purpofe."  We  have  met  with  feveral  fuch  proclama- 
tions on  this  fubjeft  in  the  reign  of  this  King,  and  his  father ;  and  that  no  butter  be  exported 
without  a  licence  ;  and  for  regulating  the  fize  of  their  calks.  All  which  wc  fcarcely  thought 
worth  our  notice. 

In  p.  161,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  have  a  fimilar  proclamation  of  this  King,  direfting  tlic 
pigs  and  bars  of  iron  made  in  England,  to  be  marked  or  ftamped  by  his  furveyors  of  the  iron- 
works, for  preventing  the  making  and  felling  of  bad  iron  :  and  that  iron  was  not  to  be  ex- 
ported without  the  King's  licence,  under  pain  of  forfeiture,  &c. — Thofc  furveyors  were  here- 
by alfo  empowered  to  enter  any  woods  that  were  "  felled,  cut,  or  corded,  to  be  converted  in- 
**  to  coal  for  making  of  iron  ;  whereby  it  might  appear  of  what  condition  thofe  woods  were 
"  that  Ihould  be  employed  that  way ;  that  they  be  not  cut  down  contrary  to  law." — A  very 
proper  regulation,  if  rightly  executed. 

A  propofal  being  in  this  year  made  to  King  Charles,  **  for  the  better  working  of  lead  mines 
in  Wales,  fo  as  to  extraft  more  filver  therefrom  than  hitherto  the  miners  there  have  had  fldll 
**  to  do,  in  order  for  the  coining  of  money  therefrom  : — The  King  therefore  hereby  erefts  a 
*'  mint  at  the  callle  of  Aberiftwith,  in  Cardiganlhire,  and  appoints  the  propofer,  Thomas 
**  Bulhell,  Efquire,  to  be  warden  thereof:  who,  on  his  part,  covenants  with  the  King,  to 
**  coin  five  different  filver  coins  there,  viz.  Half-crowns,  whereof  twenty-four,  and  two  Ihil- 
**  lings  over,  Ihall  make  a' pound  troy ;  Ihillings,  fixty-two  in  the  pound  troy;  fixpences, 
**  whereof  one. hundred  and  twenty-four  to  be  in  the  pound  troy  ;  two-pences,  whereof  three 
'•  hundred  and  fevenly-two  in  the  pound  troy  ;  and  pence,  whereof  feven  hundred  and  forty- 
"  four  in  the  pound  troy ;  which  pound  troy  lliall  contain  eleven  ounces  and  two  penny- 
'*  weights  of  fine  filver,  and  eighteen  penny  weights  alloy ;  which  is  the  old  right  flandard  of 
«*  the  monies  of  filver  in  England.  But  two  Ihillings  out  of  every  pound  weight  of  coincJ 
*'  filver  Ihall  be  retained  at  the  mint;  viz.  fourteen-pence  for  the  charges  of  the  faid  mint, 
"  and  ten-pence  for  the  King :  fo  that  there  fhall  only  be  delivered  out  to  the  owner  tlrec 
t  **  pounds 
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1637  *•  pounds  by  tale.     The  faid  money  to  have  the  feathers  ftamped  on  both  fides  of  it,  to  mew 
**  that  it  was  coined  in  Wales." — Foedera,  vol.  xx.  p.  163. 

In  this  fame  year  1637,  King  Charles  again  direfted  fhip-money  to  be  levied,  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  year  1638.  The  number  of  Ihips,  tonnage,  and  men,  the  fame  as  in  the  preced- 
ing year. — Foedera,  vol.  xx.  p.  169, 

In  the  fame  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  171,  we  fee  an  inftance  of  the  form  of  reprifals, 
granted  by  King  Charles  on  all  Holland  (hips  and  merchandize  to  the  fufFerers,  oti  ac- 
count of  an  hoftilc  aft  committed  in  the  year  1630,  at  fea,  on  certain  Englilh  (hips,  by  a  (hip 
of  Rotterdam  ;  the  fufferer  having  in  vain  ufed  all  po(fible  endeavours  to  recover  his  goods, 
and  to  obtain  juftice.     The  captors  to  render  a  juft  account  of  their  prizes  to  the  admiralty. 

King  Charles,  p.  174,  of  the  fame  volume,  in  this  year,  permits  the  moderate  ufe  *'  of  wine 
"  caflcs  by  brewers,  viftuallers,  &c."  which  he  had  laft  year  prohibited,  **  upon  their  paying 
**  a  fine,  or  elfe  an  annual  payment  to  the  King  for  that  indulgence." 

It  would  be  almoft  needlefs  to  recount  all  the  little  ways  (for  fuch  they  really  merited,  for 
tlic  moft  part,  to  be  efteemed)  of  this  fort,  which  this  unhappy  Prince  was  put  upon  for  rai- 
ling of  money,  rather  than  to  meet  the  reprefentatives  of  his  people,  in  the  conftitutional  me- 
thod of  Parliament ;  which  yet  he  was,  at  length,  with  an  ill-grace,  neceflitatcd  to  do.  In 
the  mean  time,  his  orders,  proclamations,  injunftions,  prohibitions,  grants,  and  patents, 
were  to  have  the  force,  and  to  fupply  the  place,  of  afts  of  Parliament. — Siat  pro  ratione  vo- 
luntas ! 

After  all  tlie  exclufive  powers,  &c.  which  King  Charles  had  granted  to  his  foap  company  in 
Weilminfter,  he  found  himfelf  obliged,  in  this  fame  year,  to  recal  them  all,  as  appears  by  the 
t^jv^entieth  volume,  p.  181,  of  the  Foedera  :  but,  in  their  (lead,  he  ercftcd  another  new  exclu- 
five foap  company,  within  the  city  of  London,  equally  illegal,  having  the  Lord  Mayor,  Ed- 
ward Bromfield,  Efquire,  at  their  head.  **  Whereby  he  prohibits  all  others  throughout  Eng- 
•'  land,  but  fuch  as  (hall  be  free  of  this  new  corporation,  from  making  of  foap,  (excepting 
Sir  Richard  Wefton,  and  fcveral  foap-makers  of  Briftol,  Bridgewater,  Exeter,  Somerfet,  Dor- 
fct,  Devon,  and  Cornwall,  who  had  licences  to  make  limited  quantities  and  forts  of  foap ;  for 
which  they  probably  gave  due  fatisfaftion)  **  or  from  buying  of  pot-a(hes,  &c.  The  Wcft- 
*•  minfter  company  having  firft  rcfigned  tlieir  charter  into  the  King's  hands." 

In  p.  186,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  fee  **  King  Charles's  fpecial  commiffion  to  Robert  Earl 
**  of  Warwick,  his  agents  and  a(rociates,  with  as  many  armed  (liips  as  he  (hould  judge  pro- 
«'  per,  at  his  and  their  cofts,  for  an  undertaking  tending  to  the  advancement  of  our  fervicc 
"  and  revenue,  and  the  enlargement  of  our  territories  in  the  Weft  Indies;  and  to  the  public 
**  honour  of  the  nation.  And  to  aflfail,  take,  burn,  or  otherwife  de(troy,  any  carracks,  (hips, 
**  gallies,  &c.  in  thofe  fcas,  or  any  where  elfe,  where  the  free  navigation,  trade,  or  comm:^rcc 
**  of  any  of  our  fubjefts  is  or  (hall  be  denied,  or  aftually  intercepted,  or  oppofed  in  any  kind. 
**  Saving  the  carracks,  fhips,  &c.  of  all  Princes  and  (lates  keeping  league  and  amity  with  us, 
•*  and  not  denying  or  aftually  interrupting,  &c.  the  faid  free  navigation  in  the  feas  aforefaid. 
**  Empowering  the  faid  Earl,  and  his  aHTociates,  in  an  hoftile  manner,  by  force  of  arms,  ftrata- 
*'  gem,  and  other  policy  of  war^  to  invade,  furprife,  vanqui(h,  retain,  po(refs,  and  keep  to 
**  our  ufe,  any  lands,  iflands,  cities,  caftles,  or  other  parts,  lying  and  being  within  the  con- 
*'  tinent  or  iflands  of  America,  or  elfewhere,  which  he  (hall  any  way  bring  under  his  power ; 
**  and  therein  to  plant,  inhabit,  and  fortify,  or  elfe  to  demoli(h  and  deftroy  the  fame  :  and  to 
.  **  take  to  his  ufe  all  the  ammunition,  goods,  and  treafure  found  therein,  &c.'* 
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1637  Every  one  may  prefently  guefs,  that  this  private  expedition  was  intended  againft  the  Spanifh 
Weft  Indies :  for  although  there  was  then  peace  between  England  and  Spain  in  Europe,  yet 
there  never  had  been  any  proper  treaty  of  peace  between  thofe  nations,  relating  to  the  Weft  Iii- 
Indics,  or  other  parts  of  America ;  concerning  all  which  parts,  the  pretcnfions  of  the  crow'n 
•of  Spain  ran  ftill  fo  high  as  to  claim  the  abfolute  fovereignty.  And  tliat  very  wild  and  arbi- 
trary claim  gave  a  reafonable  ground  for  other  maritime  nations  to  get  poflelFion  of  as  much  as 
they  could  of  thofe  undetermined  territories  :  whereas,  if  Spain  had  made  treaties  with  England 
and  France  in  thofe  early  days,  for  afcertaining  the  diftinft  property  of  each  of  the  faid  three 
jfiations  there,  (he  might  at  this  day  have  preferved  her  claim  to  fome  parts  thereof,  which  the 
feeblenefs  of  that  morwrchy  in  fucceeding  times  obliged  her  to  give  up.  This  intended  cxpe- 
-clition,  however,  probably,  did  not  fucceed ;  or  rather,  perhaps,  did  not  take  place,  fincc 
none  of  our  naval  hiftorians  or  voyagers  make  any  mention  of  it. 

In  p.  191,  of  the  faid  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  have,  **  King  Charles's  patent 
*'  to  Thomas  Earl  of  Berkfhire,  for  the  fole  ufe  of  his  new-invented  kiln,  for  the  drying  of 
*'  malt  and  hops,  with  fea-coal,  turf,  peat,  or  any  other  cheap  fuel ;  with  power  to  him  to 
**  compound  for  a  fum  of  money,  to  be  paid  by  fuch  as  fliall  defire  to  ufe  his  faid  invention.'* 

Private  letter-carriers  between  England  and  France  we  find- were  ftill  in  ufe,  notwiihllanding 
King  Charles's  proclamation,  in  the  year  1636,  and  alfo  King  Louis  the  Thirteenth's,  in  the 
feme  year,  both  prohibiting  the  fame.  In  confequcncc  of  an  agreement  between  tliofe  two 
Princes,  the  route  of  the  public  pofts  was  from  Dover  to  Calais,  and  thence  to  Paris,  by  Bou- 
logne, Abbeville,  and  Amiens :  whereas  the  private  pofts  failed  from  Rye  to  Dieppe,  and 
thence  to  Paris.  Wherefore^  in  vol.  xx.  p.  192,  of  the  Fcedera,  *'  King  Charles,  by  pro- 
^*  clamation,  forbids  any  letters  from  being  fcnt  from  Rye  to  Dieppe,  or  any  other  way  what- 
**  ever,  but  from  his  poftmafter-general,  by  they  way  of  Calais,  as  above.  He  alfo  again  pro- 
<«  hibits  all  private  pofts  at  home ;  hereby  renewing  his  former  declaration  of  the  fcveral  rates 
^'  ofpoftage,  as  exhibited  under  the  year  1635." 

In  England,  gentlemen,  merchants,  and  traders,  not  long  before  this  time,  were  forced  to 
employ  left  certain  carriers ;  or  elfe  were  at  the  greatef  expcnce  of  fpecial  meflcngers  with  their 
letters.  Univerfities  and  great  towns  had  their  own  particular  pofts  ;  and  the  fame  horfe,  or 
foot-poft,  went  quite  through  the  journey,  and  returned  with  other  Icttery,  without  having 
different  ftagcs,  as  at  prefent.  It  was  thus  praftifcd  ftill  later  in  Scotland,  as  having  Icfs  com- 
merce than  in  England. 

In  p.  19Q,  of  the  fame  volume,  in  the  lift  or  catalogue  of  oflSces  filled  up  in  England,  for 
llic  faid  year  1637,  we  meet  with  the  following  ones,  viz. 

**  Firft,  The  agency  for  the  fole  making  and  felling  of  all  counterpoifes,  or  weights  and 
^*  grains  ;  and  the  approving  and  allowing  of  all  balances  for  his  Majefty's  coins  or  money  of 
^*  gold,  within  England  and  Ireland. 

**  Secondly,  The  office  of  meafurer  of  all  foieign  balks  and  timber. 

**  Thirdly,  The  office  of  agency  for  his  Majefty  to  grant  licences  to  fell  tobacco  by  retail. 

*'  Fourthly,  The  office  of  intelligence  ;  and  of  entering  the  names  of  all  mafters,  miftrcflcs, 
'*  and  fcrvants  ;  and  of  all  goods  loft  and  found,  &c.  in  London,  Weftminfter,  and  three 
^'  miles  diftant.  * 

**  Fifthly,  The  office  of  fealir  of  all  playing-cards  and  dice.'* 

In  the  fame  year,  we  find  another  monopoly  of  King  Charles,  though  not  in  the  Fcedera. 
It  is  in  a  fmall  quarto  book,  publilhed  in  the  year  1655,  intitlcd,  England's  Grievance*  dif- 
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1637  covered  in  relation  to  the  Coal  Traiie ;  "where,  in  cap.  xxi.  it  is  faid,  that,  in  the  thirtccntU 
year  of  his  reign,  he  granted  to  Sir  Thomas  Tempeft,  and  others,  notwithftanding  the  former 
exclufiveand  perpetual  right,  by  charter,  of  the  Hoftmen  of  NewcalWe,  *'  the  folc  power  of 
^  Celling  of  all  coals  exported  out  of  the  river  Tyne,  for  twenty-one  years." 

•At  this  time  James,  Duke  of  Courland,  made  a  confiderable  figure  in  naval  power  and 
trommerce :  he  built  a  good  number  of  ftout  (hips  of  war,  and  alfo  fome  forts  on  the  coaft  of 
Guinea;  where  he  fettled  faftories  :  he  alfo  fettled  a  colony  on  the  ifle  of  Tobago  In  the  Weft 
Indies :  fo  that  King  Charles  Guftavus,  of  Sweden,  is  reported  fometime  after  tliis  to  have 
pleafantly  faid,  **  my  coufin  of  Courland  is  too  great  for  a  Duke,  and  too  little  for  a  King." 
But  as  that  Dutchy  had  not  a  fufficiency  of  materials  and  manufaftures  for  a  great  commerce, 
and  that  the  fuperior  genius  of  that  Prince  died  with  him,  Courland  after  his  death  funk  to 
its  former  proper  and  intrinfic  value. 

By  an  order  of  King  Charles  and  his  Council,  in  this  fame  year,  as  appears  by  all  the 
London  hiftoriographcrs  of  that  age,  tliat  King,  who  delighted  too  much  in  copying  after  any 
arbitrary  order  of  other  nations,  commanded  **  all  the  London  filverfmiths  to  live  in  Gold- 
fmith's-row,  **  being  the  fouth  fides  of  the  two  famous  ftrcets  of  London  named  Cheapfidc 
*•  and  Lombard-ftreet."  The  cruelty  and  abfurdity  of  this  almoft  frantic  order  is  fo  obvious 
to  every  one,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  make  any  further  animadverfion  on  it.  Poffibly,  fuch  a* 
were  to  be  indulged  in  this  cafe  paid  fufficiently  for  it. 

The  firft  Europeans  who  fettled  in  that  part  of  America,  fince  named  New  Jerfey,  and  in 
part  of  Penfylvania,  were  Swedes :  we  cannot  fix  tlie  exa£t  year,  although  probably  about 

1637,  but  it  was  however  in  Queen  Chriftina's  reign.  They  arc  faid,  through  our  unac- 
countable fupinenefs,  to  have  erefled  tliree  towns  therein  very  early,  whofe  names  ftill  re- 
main, viz.  Gottenburg,  Helfingburg,  and  Chriftina.  Yet  the  Swedes,  not  being  fo  induf- 
trious  as  their  neighbours  the  Dutch  of  New  Nidderland,  now  New  York,  were  by  them 
Jifpoffefled  of  the  northern  part,  which  they  named,  in  Latin,  Nova  Bclgia.  But,  as  neither 
Swedes  nor  Dutch  had  any  right  to  fettle  there,  that  country  being  part  of  our  province  of 
Virginia,  as  then  fo  called ;  the  Duke  of  York>  as  wc  Ihall  fee,  made  no  fcruple  to  difpoflefs 
them  both,  in  the  year  1664. 

1638       By  the  quarto  treatife  already  quoted  under  the  foregoing  year,  and  entitled,  England's 
Grievance  difcovered  in  relation  to  the  Coal  Trade,  chap.  xxii.  we  learn,,  that,  in  the  year 

1638,  King  Charles  incorporated  a  Company  of  Coal  Monopolizers,  viz.  Thomas  Horth  and 
other  matters  of  Ihips,  •*  who  were  impowered  to  buy  all  coals  exported  from  the  ports  of 
"  Sunderland,  Newcaftle,  Blithe,  and  Berwick,"  paying  to  tliat  Kvng  one  Ihilling  per  chal- 
dron cuftom.  **  And  to  fell  them  again  to  the  city  of  London,  at  a  price  not  exceeding 
**  fcventeen  (hillings  per  chaldron  in  fummer,  and  nineteen  fhillings  in  winter ;  provided  they 
**  had  a  free  market  and  a  juft  meafure  at  Newcaftle,  &c."  As  this  is  not  the  fame  grant  as 
that  in  the  preceding  year,  it  is  probable  the  latter  was  revoked. 

The  French  fleet,  under  the  Archbifhop  of  Bourdeaux,  now  beats  the  Spanifh  fleet  of 
galeons,  of  which  they  took  feveral ;  and,  in  the  fame  year,  the  gallies  of  Marfeillcs  vanquifli-. 
«d  thofe  of  Spain,  near  Genoa. 

The  Dutch,  from  Batavia,  worfted  the  Portuguefe  at  Ceylon,  in  this  year,  both  at  fea,  and 
on  land  :  whereupon  the  former  took  pofleflion  of  their  forts  on  that  ifland.  Upon  which, 
the  Emperor,  as  the  voyagers  of  thofe  times  think  proper  to  call  him,  or  King  of  Candy,  con- 
cludes a  treaty  with  the  Dutch,  and  grants  them  many  privileges,  and  a  rc-imburfement  of 
Vol.  ;L  3  B  tho 
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1638  the  charges  of  their  expeditions  againft  the  Portuguefe,  to  be  paid  in  cinnamoti,  pepper,  car- 
damoms,  indigo,  wax,  &c.  with  great  prefents  fent  to  Batavia.  , 

In  purfuance  of  two  a£ts  of  Parliament,  of  tlie  thirty-ninth  and  forty-third  of  Queen  Eli- 
zabeth, for  the  true  making  of  cloth,  direfting  all  kinds  of  woollen  cloth,  brought  for  falc  ta 
London,  to  be  firft  carried  to  Blackwell-hall,  the  common  cloth  market  for  the  faid  city,  to 
be  there  fearched  and  fealed ;  and  of  King  James's  proclamation,  in  his  eleventh  year,  dircft- 
ing,  that  all  forts  of  vendible  clotlis,  bayes,  felts,  fays,  ftuflFs,  as  well  old  as  new  draperies, 
made  in  England  and  Wales,  (hould  be  brought  to  the  faid  Blackwell-hall,  for  the  like  pur- 
pofe  ;  King  Charles  publilhed  a  proclamation  to  the  fame  effeft ;  as  alfo  to  prevent  thofe  who, 
to  elude  the  Jaid  laws,  make  contrails  for  thofe  woollen  goods  in  the  country,  and  bring . 
them  afterwards  to  London,  to  inns,  warehoufes,  &c.  to  be  there  fold;  whereby,  fays  the 
King,  much  deceit  and  damage  redoundeth  to  our  fubjefts,  and  difcrcdit  to  our  cloths  in 
foreign  parts ;  and  alfo  the  poor  children  of  Chrift-hofpital,  in  London,  are  defrauded  of  the 
duties  of  hallage  there,  appointed  for  their  relief. — Foedera,  vol.  xx.  p.  221. 

In  this  fame  volume,  p.  223,  of  the  Foedera,  **  King  Charles  commands,  by  his  proclaraa- 
*«  tion,-  all  merchants,  and  mailers  of  fhips,  &c.  not  to  fet  forth  any  fhip  or  fhips  withpaf- 
"  fengcrs  or  provrfions  for  New  England,  witliout  his  or  his  Privy  Coimcil's  fpecial  licence^ 
*'  for  divers  weighty  and  in-iportant  caufes  well  known  to  us."  This  was  for  rcftraining  the 
Puritans  from  going  to  New  England  ;  who,  at  tliis  time,  flocked  thither  in  great  numbers, 
to  enjoy  that  liberty  in  a  wildernefs  which  every  man  has  an  undoubted  right  to,  demeaning 
himfelf  in  a  peaceable  manner,  in  his  native  land.  Moll  cruel  therefore  was  the  proceeding 
of  this  King  in  regard  to  thofe  people  ;  on  the  one  hand,  to  perfecute  them  at  home,  and,  on 
the  other,  to  prevent  their  withdrawing  from  fuch  perfecution. 

The  faid  Prince's  proclamation,  in  the  fixth  year  of  his  reign,  having  prahibited  any  raw 
filk  from  being  dyed  before  the  gum  be  fair  boiled  oflF;  "  being  now  better  informed  by  mer- 
**  chants,  mercers,  filk-men,  and  filk- weavers,  that  there  is  a  fort  of  filk  called  hard  fiJk,  dyed 
"  upon  the  gum,  neceflarily  ufed  in  the  making  of  tufted  tafFetie^,  figured  fattins,  fine  flight 
"  ribbons,  and  ferret  ribbons,  both  black  and  coloured ;  and  although  it  be  dyed  upon  the 
«*  gum,  yet  will  it  not  be  increafed  in  weight  above  the  limitations  following^  viz.  the  pound 
"  weight  of  raw  or  thrown  filk  not  to  exceed  fixteen  ounces  when  dyed  into  any  coloured  hard 
•*  filk,  with  half  an  ounce  at  mod  for  remedy ;  and  being  dyed  into  Spanifh  black  hard  filk 
«*  not  to  exceed  nineteen  ounces  when  dyed,  without  any  addition  for  remedy.  Wherefore, 
^*  in  this  year  1638,  ib'td.  p.  223,  he  direfts  his  1  aft-named  fcheme  to  take  place.  And  be 
**  jfurther  dircfts,  that  no  hard  filk  be  ufed  or  mixed  in  the  making  of  any  other  manufadures 
**  of  filk  than  the  above-named  ones.  Alfo,  that  none  fhall  import  any  ftufFs  or  other  roa- 
*'  nufaftures  made  or  mixed  with  hard  filk,  other  than  tufted  taffaties  and  figured  fattins ;  nor 
*«  any  ftufFs  whatfoever  made  or  mixed  with  filk,  which  fhall  not  be  in  breadth  a  full  half  yard 
•*  nail  and  half  nail  within  the  lifts,  on  forfeiture  thereof. "^ 

That  King  having  lately  incorporated  the  makers,  in  London,  of  hats  and  caps  of  beaver 
wool ;  "  and  the  wearing  of  beaver  hats,  fays  tlie  King,  ibid.  p.  230,  being  of  late  become 
**  much  in  ufe  by  thofe  of  rank  and  quality;  he tlierefore  prohibits  the  importation  of  any 
**  hats  or  caps  of  beaver,  or  of  any  other  fort  whatever :  and  that  none  (hall  make  any  hats 
**  for  the  future  but  freemen  of  that  corporation.  Alfo,  that  no  hair,  wool,  or  other  ftuiF, 
<*  be  by  the  faid  hat  makers  mixed  with  their  beaver  wooijn  hat  making :  nor  (hall  any  hats, 
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1638  **  calkd  demy-caftors,  be  henceforth  made  to  be  fold  here ;  but,  as  they  are  demanded  in 
**  foreign  parts,  they  may  be  exported  beyond  fea," 

In  p.  234,  ibid.  *•  King  Charles  repeals  all  the  reftraints  he  had  lately  laid  on  malfters  or 
**  malt  makers,  in  the  year  1636.*' 

In  p.  241,  of  the  faid  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  find,  that  the  wine  merchants 
and  vintners,  of  England,  having  agreed  to  pay  forty  fliHlings  per  ton  to  King  Charles  for  all 
the  wines  they  fhould  import,  that  King,  in  return,  "  prohibits  the  wine  coopers,  who  had 
**  already  crept  into  the  wine  trade,  from  importing  wines." 

By  the  fame  record  it  alfo  appears,  that  licences  for  retailing  of  wines  were  then  under  the 
management  of  the  Vintner's  Company,  for  his  Majefty's  benefit.  The  King  alfo  hereby 
direfts,  that  "  the  cuftom  of  retailing  of  wines  in  bottles  and  other  undue  meafurcs  be  laid 
**  afide ;  and  that  all  wines  be  retailed  by  juft  mcafures  alone." 

Bigotry  in  religion,  ever  obftruftive  of  the  freedom  of  commerce,  and  an  unaccountable 
b'las  to  die  old  laws,  before  commerce  became  confiderable  in  England,  had  fo  blinded  King 
Charles  and  his  Miniftry,  that  many  proclamations  and  orders  were  now  made  which  were 
very  hurtful  to  the  due  freedom  of  commerce :  of  which  weaknefs  we  have  already  feen 
various  inftances  :  and  in  p.  220,  of  the  twentietli  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  one  more 
example  thereof.  It  is  in  a  tedious  proclamation,  **  for  reforming  of  abufcs  in  the*  mauu- 
"  fafture  and  breadths  offilks  and  ftufFs  of  foreign  materials,  fuch  as  velvets,  plufhes,  *  tiflues, 
*•  gold  and  filver  ftufFs,  daraaflcs,  tafFaties,  garters,  ribbons,  and  laces ;  hereby  impowering 
**  the  Weavers  Company  of  London  to  admit  fuch  a  competent  number  of  fuch  perfons,  as 
**  well  ftrangers  as  natives,  into  the  freedom  of  their  Company,  as  had  exercifcd  the  trade  of 
**  weaving  at  leaft  one  whole  year  before  the  date  of  the  new  charter,  which  he  had  in  this 
*'  fame  year  granted  to  that  Company,  who  fhall  be  conformable  to  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and 
**  the  conftitutions  of  the  church  of  England." 

What,  in  the  name  of  common  fenfc,  had  the  conftitution  of  any  church  to  do  with  the 
trade  of  weaving.  What  other  qualification  could  be  requifite  in  weaving,  but  that  the'weaver 
ihould  be  a  peaceable  fubjeft,  and,  confidering  thofe  times,  a  Proteftant  of  fome  denomina^ 
tion  or  other. 

In  p.  278,  ibid,  we  have  King  Charles's  proclamation  for  a  very  praife-worthy  purpofe,  in 
this  fame  year,  viz.  **  for  dcdufting  fix-pence  per  month  from  fea  officers  pay,  and  four-pence 
**  per  month  from  all  failor's  wages,  in  the  merchants  fervice,  in  the  port  of  London  ;  to  be 
**  applied  for  the  relief  of  maimed,  fhipwrecked,  or  otherwife  diftreffed  failors  in  the  mer- 
"  chants  fervice ;  and  of  the  poor  widows  and  children  of  fuch  as  fhall  be  killed  or  loft  in 
•*  merchandizing  voyages.  This  money  to  be  under  the  management  of  the  corporation  of 
"  the  Trinity-houfe,  then  kept  at  RatclifF.  Excepting,  however,  failors  in  the  Eaft  India 
**  Company's  fervice ;  who  had  even  fo  early  as  this  time,  as  they  ftill  have,  a  provifion  of 
*•  this  kind  fettled  on  them." 

Ky*  In  our  own  days  a  charitable  corporation,  for  this  gooc!  purpofe,  has  lately  been  ere£lcd 
in  London,  fupported  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  merchants,  &c. 

In  this  fame  year.  King  Charles  fomewhat  relaxes  in  his  fhip  money,  for  the  fucceeding 
year  1639,  as  appears  in  p.  286,  of  the  faid  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedera.  For  altliough 
it  is  faid  to  be  levied  all  over  England,  as  in  the  two  preceding  years,  yet  it  was  now  to  be 
only  for  eighteen  fhips  andjpinnaces :  but  how  the  afleflinent  for  this  levy  was  made  does  not 
appear  in  the  Foedera.     The  clamour  which  took  place  on  the  levying  of  it  at  all,  without 
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1638  the  confent  of  Parliament,  and  Mr.  Hampden's  trial  for  refufing  to  pay  it,  had  now  begun  tc 
make  that  Prince  more  cautious  in  the  extenfion  of  his  prerogative ;  as  indeed  he  had  great 
need  to  be,  confidermg  the  ftorm  foon  coming  on  him. — He  therein  directs  his  Lord  Admiral, 
the  Earl  of  Northumberland,  to  fupply,  as  ufual,  (hips  out  of  his  own  navy,  for  fuch  coun- 
ties whofe  iituation  drfabled  them  from  fitting  out  any  themfelves,  and  to  apply  the  money 
they  (hall  pay  to  him  as  therein  dire£led. 

In  p.  289,  of  the  fame  volume,  we  find  that  King  Charles  iflues  a  proclamation  againft  the 
felling  or  exporting  of  tin  from  Devonfliire  and  Cornwall,  until  it  be  duly  aflayed,  weighed, 
and  coined;  as  the  ilamping  of  it  is  termed  by  the  ftannary  iaws^  by  his  officers.  He  alfo  pro« 
bibits  the  importation  of  tin  from  foreign  parts. 

It  appears  by  p.  293,  ibid,  that,  in  the  faid  year,  "  King  Charles  had  given  his  obligation 
•*  to  Sir  Paul  Pindar,  an  eminent  merchant  of  London,  for  a  pendant  diamond,  cutfaucct- 
^  wife,  weighing  twenty-one  carats,  for  the  fum  of  eight  thoufand  pounds,  which  that 
**  famous  merchant  had  paid  for  it.  For  which  fum  he  was  allowed  thelegal  intereft  of  eight 
**  per  cent,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  allum  duties;  but  the  principal  was  noC  to  be  paid  .till  the 
•*^  year  1642."    And,  probably,  never  was  paid  at  alL 

In  p.  298,  ibiJ.  **  it  appears  that  the  Englilh  Eaft  India  Company  having  reprefcntcd  to 
•*  King^  Charles,,  riie  great  fcarcity  of  Spanifli  filver,  whereby  they  were  difabled  from  fuppljr- 
**  ing  themfelves  with  a  fufficient  quantity  for  their  occafions,  in  their  intended  voyage  to 
•*  Perfia  and  India  with  three  Ihips  ;  he  licences  them  to  export  twenty  thoufand  pounds  in 
**  foreign  gold;  or,  if  that  cannot  be  done,  in^  Englilh  gold : — Any  law,  ftatute,  aft  of  Par- 
•*  liament,  proclamation^  &c.  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding." 

In  p.  301,  of  the  faid  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  **  King  Charles  fettles  the  annual 
•'  expence  of  his  Queen's  diet,  and  that  of  her  houfliold  or  family ;  and  makes  alfo  a  provifion 
**  for  the  flables,  and  other  neceflary  charges  for  herfelf  and  fervants ;  the  whole  amounting 
**  to  forty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  : — To  be  paid  out  of  the  greater  and  lefler  cuftoms  on 
•*  merchandize  exported  and  imported  ;  and  to  commence  after  his  deceafe." 

There  was  coined  at  the  mint  in  the  Tower  of  London,  from  March  16 19  to  March  1638, 
fix  millions  nine  hundred  thoufand  and  forty-two  pounds  eleven  fhillings  and  one-penny  in 
gold  and  filver. — Happy  future  State  of  England,  in  folio,  1689,  p.  78. 

Cardinal  Richlieu  feems  to  have  underftood,  very  early,  the  great  importance  of  which  the 
French  Weft  India  ifles  would  prove,  even  before  they  had  any  fugar  canes  planted  in  them  : 
and  having  tlie  glory  and  intereft  of  France  very  much  at  heart,  he  laboured  to  give  his  fovc- 
reign,  Louis  XIIL  favourable  impreffions  of  them,  although  they  produced  nothing  yet  but 
cotton,  ginger,  and  bad  tobacco.  Wherefore  he,  at  this  time,  got  his  King  to  appoint  the 
governor  of  thofe  ifles  to  be  his  own  lieutenant  general  there.  By  fuch  means  the  French 
ifles  foon  became  much  improved,  and  more  particularly  Martinico,  and  their  moiety  of  the 
ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher. 

As  for  the  Englifli  Weft  India  ifles,  they  were  encouraged  alfo  at  this  time,  and  had  much 
the  fame  produdtions ;  yet  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  how  inconfiderable  they  were  before  they 
entered  into  the  fugar  trade.  They  made  fome  indigo,  and  had  cotton  and  ginger  alfo ;  but 
their  tobacco  was  bad,  and  more  cfpccially  that  of  Barbadoes  was  deemed  the  worft  of  all. 

With  refpe/l  to  England's  Royal  Fiftiery  Company,  it  certainly  was  very  ill  condufted. 

The  Grand  Penfionary  of  Holland,  Mr.  De  Witt,,  has  upon  this  account  made  the  following 

fatirical  remark,  in  his  book  of  tlic  Intereft  of  Holland^  part.  ii.  chap.  i.  viz.  **  England,  in 

t  "  thofe 
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1638  •*  thofc  days,  had  challenged  the  fovercignty  of  ihc  narrow  feas ;  and  alleged,  that  the  fiftiery 
**  belonged  folely  to  them  :  yet  when  England  had  fet  on  foot  a  herring  fifliery,  in  the  reign 
*^  of  King  Charles  the  iirft,  and  had  taken  their  herrings  at  one  and  the  fame  time  and  place 
**  with  the  Hollanders,  and  fent  them  to  Dantzic,  in  the  years  1637  and  1638,  the  Dutch 
**  herrings  were  there  approved  as  good;  but  the  Englifli  herrings,  to  the  very  laft  barrel, 
**  were  efteemed  naught." 
51639  Although  Spain's  declenfion  was  now  become  extremely  vifible,  yet,  in  this  year  1639,  that 
monarchy  was  ftill  able  to  make  the  greateft  effort  at  fea  that  it  had  ever  done  fince  their  famous 
armada,  in  1588  ;  for  it  confifted  of  fixty-feven  large  fliips  from  Gorunna,  carrying  twenty^ 
five  thoufand  feamen  and  twelve  thoufand  foldiers. 

This  great  and  numerous  naval  armament  was  intended  to  relieve  Dunkirk,  before  which 
the  Dutch  fleet  lay,  and  otherwife  to  fupport  their  Netlierland  provinces  :  although  PufFen- 
dorf,  furely  improbably,  conjeftures,  that  it  was  intended  to  aflift  Denmark  againft  Sweden. 
This  great  armada,  however,  was  iirft  encountered  in  the  Engliih  Channel,  and  afterward  in 
the  Downs,  by  the  Dutch  fleet,  of  one  hundred  (hips,  under  Van  Trorap ;  which  in  the  end 
gained  an  entire  viftory,  and  deftroyed  raoft  of  their  Ihips,  amongft  which  was  a  great  Portu- 
guefe  galeon,  of  one  thoufand  four  hundred  tons,  eighty  cannon,  and  eight  hundred  men ; 
Notwithftanding  that  King  Charles  the  Firft  of  England  had  endeavoured  by  his  Admiral, 
Sir  John  Pennington,  with  thirty-four  Ihips  of  war,  to  preferve  a  neutrality  between  thofc 
two  huge  fleets,  whilft  they  lay  watching  each  others  motions,  for  near  three  weeks,  on  the 
coaft  of  Kent. 

This  terrible  blow>  followed'  by  feveral  fubfequent  defeats  at  fea  by  the  French,  entirely 
broke  the  naval  power  of  Spain  ;  fo  as  never  to  recover  it  in  any  degree  till  our  own  times. 
Thefe  difafters  induced  Spain  to  come  into  terms  with  the  Dutch  at  the  Munftcr  treaty. 

In  the  faid  year  1639,  we  have,  in  the  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  p.  336,  a  treaty 
of  peace  and  commerce  between  King  Charles  I.  of  England  and  Chriftian  IV.  of  Denmark, 
concluded  by  Sir  Thomas  Rowe,  at  Gluckftad.  What  is  toour  propisr  purppfe  briefly  fol- 
lows, viz. 

*•  Article  III.  No  warlike  fuccours,  either  in  money,  provifions,  arms,  ammunition,  ma* 
"  chines,  (machinas)  guns,  &c.  fhall  be  fupplied  to  the  enemies  of  either  party. 

**  IV.  If  either  of  the  contrafting  parties  be  attacked  by  any  third  power,  whom  he  had 
**  not  firft  attadccd  nor  provoked,  or  Ihall  make  any  pretenfions  to  a  right  to  or  fuperiority 
**  over  any  of  bis  countries  or  dominions  not  aftually  poffeflcd  by  the  claimer,  then  the  other 
"  party,  if  not  at  war  himfelf,  fhall,  in  four  months  at  furthcft,  fupply  him  with  the  follow- 
*•  ing  fhips  of  war,  viz.  four  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  tons  each,  and  one 
**  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  men,  and  twenty  pieces  of  ordnance  in  each  Ihip :  and 
•«  four  other  fhips  of  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  tons  each,  carrying  one  hun- 
*«  dred  or  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  each,  and  fixteen  cannon  in  each  fhip  :  and  fupplied 
**  with  all  fuitable  ftores  by  the  tender,  and  with  three  months  provifiops ;  bat  rfterwards, 
"  during  the  war,  they  fhall  be  fupplied,  &c.  by  the  party  whom  they  are  fent  to  aflift.  . 

"  XIV.  The  King  of  Great  Britain's  fubjefts  ihall  not  refort  to  the  ports  oF  the  King  of 
"Denmark  prohibited  by  former  treaties,  without  the  fpecial  licence  of  his  Danifh  Majefty 
**  afked  and  granted ;  unlefs  compelled  to  it  by  ftorm  :  in  which  laft  cafe  they  fhall  by  no 
"  means  trade  there, 

••  XV.  Ships 
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1639  '*  XV.  Ships  and  merchandize  wrecked  on  the  coalls  of  either  contrafting  party  may  be 
**  freely  claimed  by  the  proper  owners ;  and  the  natives  of  thofe  coafts  fliall  not  injure  nor 
"  obftruft  them,  but  fhall  rather  be  ready  to  aflift  them,  being  paid  for  their  trouble. 

"  XIX.  And  becaufe  the  ifles  of  Orkney  and  of  Shetland  cannot  well  be  omitted  to  be 
*'  mentioned  in  this  treaty,  it  is  now  agreed,  that,  during  the  lives  of  both  Kings,  and  the 
*'  life  of  the  longeft  liver  of  them,  nothing  fliall  be  moved  or  treated  of  concerning  thcra." 
^od  omnls  'ind€  tra^atus  quiefcit,  **  Saving  always,  neverthelefs,  the  right  or  prctenfionsoj 
"  their  fucccfTors. 

*'  XX.  Nothing  in  this  treaty  Ihali  derogate  from  former  ones,  unlefs  where  exprefsly  re* 
"  pealed  by  the  prefent  treaty. 

There  are  fome  things  particularly  remarkable  in  the  foregoing  treaty.     As, 

Firft,  The  poor  naval  afliftance  to  be  afforded  to  either  party. 

Secondly,  In  keeping  up  ftill  the  old  article  of  the  prohibited  places  of  Weftmony  and  Ice- 
land, which  were  not  to  be  traded  to  without  a  fpecial  licence  from  the  crown  of  Denmark. 
And, 

Thirdly,  The  Danifli  monarch  tacitly  keeping  up  his  pretenfions  to  Orkney  and  Shetland, 
^fter  the  crown  of  Scotland  had  quietly  poflefled  thofe  ifles  for  fo  many  centuries.  To  which 
ifles  the  Danifli  crown  had  renounced,  by  treaty,  all  former  claims  long  before  this  time.  All 
which  is  now  quite  obfolete,  and  is  befldes  fo' plain  and  obvious,  that  it  requires  no  furtlicr 
animadverfion. 

King  Charles  being  at  York,  on  the  ninth  of  April  1639,  going  to  fupprefs  the  Scotifti  re- 
bellion, he  found  himfelf  obliged,  for  the  quieting  the  minds  of  his  people,  to  publifli  the 
following  proclamation,  for  revoking  many  of  his  illegal  grants  and  monopolies ;  as  it  appears 
in  p.  340,  of  the  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  viz. 

"  Whereas  divers  grants,  licences,  privileges,  and  commiflions,  had  been  procured  from 
**  him,  on  pretences  for  the  common  good  and  profit  of  his  fubjefts,  which  fince,  upon  ex- 
*'  perience,  have  been  found  to  be  prejudicial  and  inconvenient  to  his  people, — and  in  their 
**  execution  have  been  notorioufly  abufed  :  he  is  now  pleafed,  of  his  mere  grace  and  favour, 
^*  with  the  advice  of  his  Privy  Council,  to  declare  thefc  following  to  fae  utterly  void  and  rc- 
'**  voked,  viz. 

**  I.  A  commiflion  touching  cottage^  and  in -mates.**  This  was  granted  lafl:  year,  to  com- 
pound with  all  fuch  as  had  built  cottages,  without  four  acres  of  land  annexed  to  each  of 
them  ;  and  with  fuch  as  fufFered  in-mates,  or  more  families  than  one,  to  refidc  in  any  of  the 
faid  cottages. 

**  2.  A  commiilion  touching  fcriveners  and  brokers. 

<«  3. For  compounding  with  offenders  touching  tobacco,"  /.  e.  fuch  as  fold  it 

without  the  King's  (lamp. 

"  4. For  compounding  with  offenders  for  tranfportation  of  butter  beyond  fea," 

without  Iris  ftamp  and  licence. 

**  5.  •  For  compounding  with  offenders,  for  importing  or  ufing  of  Logwood. 

6.  For  compounding  with  flieriffs,  for  felling  their  under-flieriffs  places. 

7.  For  compounding  for  the  deftruflion  of  woods,  by  iron  works. 

<«  8.  For    concealments   and  encroachments   within    twenty    miles   of  Lon-^ 

«^  don. 

<«  g.  — —  For  a  licence  to  export  flicep  fldns  and  Iamb  flcijis. 

**  10.  A  com* 
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1639  **  10.  A  commiffion  for  compounding  with  the  drcflers  of  venifon,  pheafants,  and  par- 
**  tridgesy  in  inns,  aleboufes,  ordinaries,  and  taverns. 

•*  II.  ■  For  licenfing  of  brewers. 

«  12.  For  the  fole  tranfporting  of  lampems. 

*t  13,  For  weighing  of  hay  and  ftraw. 

««  14.  ^— _  For  an  office  of  regiflcr  to  the  Commiffion  of  Bankrupts,  in  divers 
«*  counties. 

**  15.  *  For  gauging  of  red  herrings. 

«<  16.  — _—  For  the  marking  of  iron  made  in  England. 

«i  ly.  For  the  fealing  of  bone-lace. 

«  18.         ■  For  the  marking  and  gauging  of  butter  calks, 

«  ig.   I  For  the  privilege  of  ufing  kelp  and  fea-weed. 

«<  20.  — — — -  For  fealing  of  linen  cloths. 

««  21.  — —  For  the  gathering  of  rags. 

«<  22.  — — -  For  a  grant  of  a  faftory  for  Scotiflx  merchants. 

««  23.  — —  For  fearching  and  fealing  of  foreign  hops. 

•*  24.  '        For  the  fealing  of  buttons. 

**  25.  All  grants  of  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  before  judgment  granted. 

**  26.  All  patents  for  new  inventions,  not  put  in  pradice  witliin  three  years  from  the  date 
**  of  their  refpeftive  grants. 

**  27.  Laftly,  The  feveral  grants  of  incorporation  to  hatband-makers,  gutflring-makers, 
^'  fpeftacle-makers,  comb-makers,  tobacco-pipe-makers,  butchers,  and  horners. 

*•  And  the  King  herein  declares,  tliat  a  w.rit  oi  quo  warranto  ox  fare  facias  fliall  be  iflucd  to 
"  recal  the  faid  grants  and  patents,  unlefs  they  do  voluntarily  furrender  them." 

t^  By  thefe  and  all  other  projeAs  of  fmall  note  the  King  was  reckoned  to  have  raifed  about 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  yearly;  according  to  the  book,  intitled.  The  Royal  Treafury 
of  England.     Oftavo,  London,  printed  in  the  year  1725,  p.  284. 

In  this  fame  year,  p.  342,  of  the  fame  volume,  **  that  King  being  informed,  that  fundry 
**  merchants,  notwithftanding  his  proclamation  of  lall  year  to  tlie  contrary,  did  continue  to 
•*  trade  in  woollen  goods  to  otlier  ports  of  Germany  and  the  Netherlands,  than  to  the  mart- 
**  towns  or  ftaple-towhs  of  the  Merchant-adventurers  Company;  he  now  renews  that  pro- 
"  clamation,  and  prolongs  tlie  time  formerly  allowed  them  to  keep  their  freedom  in  that  fel- 
"  lowfhip.  He  alfo  hereby  ftri£lly  prohibits  the  exportation  beyond  fea  of  wool,  woolfels, 
**  woollen-yarn,  fullers-earth,  and  tobacco-pipe-clay,  (now,"  fays  the  King,  *•  found  to  be 
**  of  the  fame  nature  and  ufe  with  fullers -earth;)  by  the  exportation  whereof,"  he  is  informf 
ed,  "  there  is  a  great  decay  of  tlie  woollen  manufafture." 

In  p.  334,  of  the  faid  twentieth  volume  of  the  Foedera,  King  Clrarles,  in  the  faid  year  1639, 
**  revokes  much  of  the  extravagant  power  and  authority  which  he  had  formerly  granted  to 
**  the  clerk  of  the  market  of  his  houfhold,  and  to  the  water  bailiff:  as  alfo  his  cliarter  of  in- 
"  corporation  to  the  makers  of  bricks  and  tiles,  near  London  and  Weftminfter,  as  being 
♦*  found  hurtful.  Alfo  that  the  iffues  of  jurors  Ihall  not  be  farmed,  as  being  a  grievance  to 
"  many  of  his  fubjcfts." 

In  p.  346,  Ibid,  "  that  King  grants  a  commiffion  of  enquiry  into  the  conduft  of  Peter 

*'  Richaut,  merchant,  treafurer  of  the  Fifliery  Company,  concerning  oppreflions  and  vvfon'^s 

**  done  by  him  to  fcvcial  poor  tradcfmen  dealing  with  that  Company. — To  enquire  alfo,  whc- 

3  '*  ther 
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1639  "  thcrthe  Clock  of  that  Company  be  diminiflicd  :  and,  if  fo,  how  it  came  to  be  fo  :— alfo  to 
"  enquire  into  all  other  matters  relating  to  the  faid  Filhery  Company  ;  and  into  the  means, 
**  for  the  future,  of  fettling  the  faid  fifliery  bufincfs,  for  the  beft  advantage  of  the  common- 
**  wealth  of  our  kingdoms :  to  the  end,  that,  upon  return  of  the  faid  commiffion,  it  may 
**  appear  which  way  fo  worthy  an  undertaking,  for  the  honour  of  us  and  the  common  good 
'*'  of  our  fubjefts,  may  be  advanced,  &c."  We  may  here  obferve,  that  fcvcral  of  the  mono- 
polies and  projefts  before-named,  which  the  King  now  revokes,  are  not  to  be  found  in 
tlie  Fcedera;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  many  mentioned  in  that  noble  colleftion  are 
not  now  mentioned  to  be  revoked. — R5*  This  Prince  was,  to  his  very  laft  breath,  ever  too 
late,  either  in  redreffin^  of  grievances,  01  in  other  refpefts  complying  with  his  people's  juft 
complaints. 

In  the  fame  year  1639,  and  p.  357,  of  the  fame  volume  of  the  Foedera,  we  have  "  King 
*'  Charles's  commiffion  to  five  perfons  to  repair  to  the  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  and  to  remove  the 
^*  then  pretended  governor  of  it,  who  prefumed  to  continue  to  aft  as  fuch,  after  another  had 
*'  been  appointed  by  James  Earl  of  Carlifle."  It  recites,  **  that  Barbadoes  was  cfteemed  one 
*'  of  the  Caribbee  ifles,  and  a  part  of  the  then  fo  called  province  of  Carlifle,  in  America, 
**  granted  to  James  Hay,  the  late  Earl  of  Carlifle,  and  to  his  heirs,*'  as  already  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  part  of  this  work,  it  feems,  "  that  this  pretended  governor.  Captain  Henry 
*'  Hawley,  hdd  only  had  a  commiffion  from  the  King,  in  the  beginning  of  tliis  year,  for 
*'  treating  with  the  inhabitants  of  Barbadoes,  and  of  other  ifland  colonies,  concerning  a  mo- 
"  deration  to  be  held  in  the  planting  of  tobacco ;''  fugar  not  being  as  yet  produced  in  any  of 
them,  "  and  for  regubting  the  prices  thereof;  and  for  none  other  employment  intended  by 
^*  us,*'  fays  the  King.  "  Under  colour  of  which  lie  took  on  himfelf  the  ftile  of  Lieuienant- 
**  general  and  Governor  of  Barbadoes,  &c." 

In  this  year  1639,  the  E-nglifh  firfl  fettled  on  the  pleafant  ifle  of  St.  Lucia,  one  of  the  Ca- 
ribbee ifles,  within  feven  leagues  of  Martinico,  feven  alfo  from  St.  Vincents,  and  twenty-four 
from  Barbadoes ;  being  twenty-four  miles  in  length  and  eleven  in  breadth ;  abounding  with 
plenty  of  timber,  proper  for  houfcs  and  mills,  with  which  the  neighbouring  ifles,  both  Eng- 
lifh  and  French,  arc  {till  fupplied.  It  has  alfo  plenty  of  fuflic  and  cocoa ;  and  good  harbours 
and  anchoring  places.  Two  years  after,  tlie  Englifh  governor  and  moft  of  his  people  were 
murdered  by  the  Caribbean  natives,  and  the  refl  driven  out  of  the  ifland*  by  the  inftigation, 
as  was  fufpefted,  of  the  French  at  Martinico,  though  difowned  by  the  French  governor. 
Neither  did  the  French,  at  that  time,  nor  for  many  years  after,  form  any  pretenfions  to  that 
ifland  : — But,  during  the  civil  wars  of  England,  between  King  Charles  the  Firfl  and  bis  Par- 
Jiamerit,  Monfieur  Parquot,  from  Martinico,  fent  forty  Frenchmen  to  take  pofleffion  of  St. 
Lucia  ;  which  the  French  call  St.  Alouzie,  but  the  Caribbeans,  being  as  much  at  enmity  with 
.the  French  as  with  the  Englifh,  killed  two  of  tlieir  governors  and  many  of  their  people,  and 
maintained  their  independence,  till  after  the  refloration  of  King  Charles  the  Second. 

Amongfl  the  offices  (in  p.  381,  of  vol.  xx.  of  the  Foedera)  which  we  find  to  have  been  filled 
^p  in  the  faid  year  1639,  by  King  Charles,  there  is  one,  "  For  furveying  of  gameflers  ufing 
•*'  the  exercife  of  wreftling,  in  any  place  or  places  within  the  compafs  or  diftancfe  of  three 
**  miles  of  the  city  of  London  :'*  which  y^e  only  remark  for  its  feeming  fingularity.  Every 
^age  has  its  peculiar  diverfions  and  cufloms  ;  and  though  this  may  appear  flrange  in  our  age,  it 
was  probably  in  great  vogue  at  that  time,  even  perhaps  (as  much  as  cricket  lately  was)  by  per- 
ipQspfhii^hj^nk. 

Between 
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1C39       Between  the  years  1630  and  1640,  whilft  there  were  no  Parliaments  in  England,  the  Hoi- 

landers  carried  on  a  mod  profitable  commerce,  to  the  Englilh  American  plantations ;  there 

not  being  then  any  legal  prohibition  of  foreign  (hipping  reforting  tliither. 

In  the  former  part  of  the  reign  of  Louis  the  Thirteenth,  the  divifions  and  confufions  in 
France,  during  his  minority,  were  great  obftruftions  to  the  promoting  of  commerce.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Proteftants  of  France  became  thereby  fo  confiderablc,  as,  at  length,  to 
conduft  their  affairs  independently,  and  more  like  a  free  republic,  than  as  fubjcfls.  This 
confideration  drew  Richlieu's  vengeance  on  thofe  poor  people,  by  die  liege  and  taking  of  Ro- 
chelle,  their  capital  city,  which  was  become  a  kind  of  emporium  for  their  commerce.  Dr. 
HeyJin,  in  his  Cofmography,  f^ys,  that  when  befieged,  it  had  one  hundred  and  twenty  mer- 
chants in  it,  each  worth  one  hundred  thoufand  crowns.  After  which,  that  Cardinal,  as  wc 
have  feen,  firft  began  to  form  a  confiderable  roya^  navy  about  this  time ;  the  French  having  be- 
fore had  fcarcely  any  good  fhips  of  war  of  their  own, — but  made  ufe  of  the  fln'ps  of  other  na- 
tions occafionally.  **  I  doubt,"  fays  Dr.  Heylin  on  this  occafion,  **  fomc  neighbouring 
**  princes  in  the  m^an  time,  looked  not  well  about  them.'* 
1640  This  memorable  year  1640,  was  propitious  to  the  commerce  of  England,  and  of  other  na- 
tions,  on  account  of  the  great  revolution  in  Portugal,  when  John  Dtike  of  Braganza  found 
means  to  drive  out  the  Spaniards,  and  to  afcend  the  throne  of  Portugal  by  the  name  of  King 
John  the  Fourth.  For,  while  Spain  was  able  to  fupply  their  American  provinces  with  the 
filk,  fpices,  calicoes,  &c.  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  (he  thereby  not 
only  had  more  of  her  own  American  treafure  left  in  her  hands ;  but,  more6ver,  England  and 
other  dates  had  not  till  now  fo  great  a  call  for  their  merchandize,  wherewith  to  fupply  Spain 
and  its  American  provinces.  But,  fince  Spain  loft  Portugal,  and  confequently  the  Portuguefe 
fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  having  few  or  no  manufaftures,  and  but  little  produft  of  her 
own,  wines  excepted,  for  fupplying  of  her  American  provinces,  theEnglifh,  Dutch,  and  Ham- 
burghers,  and,  lateftofall,  the  French  have,  nlore  abfolutely  than  formerly,  fupplied  Spain 
with  the  great  bulk  of  their  commodities  and  raanufaftures,  both  for  her  home  confumption, 
and  the  much  greater  one  of  her  vaft  American  territories.  Ceuta,  however,  having  a  Spanifti 
garrifon,  did  not  revolt  to  the  Duke  of  Braganza,  as  the  reft  of  the  Portuguefe  territories  had 
Jone ;  but  remains  to  this  day,  in  the  pofleflion  of  Spain. 

It  has  not  proved  fo  favourable  to  the  commerce  and  other  interefts  of  the  reft  of  Europe, 
that  France  gained,  in  this  fame  year,  fo  much  the  afcendant  over  Spain,  both  by  protefting 
the  revolted  Catalans,  and  by  taking  from  her  the  city  of  Arras,  the  capital  of  the  province  of 
Artois,  by  the  Flemings  till  then  deemed  impregnable. 

King  Charles,  being  in  this  fame  year  1640,  engaged  In  preparing  for  a  religious  war  with 
the  Scots,  and  not  as  yet  ftooping  to  call  an  Englifh  Parliament  for  a  fupply,  he  fell  on  very 
^extraordinary  methods  for  raifing  money  ;  amongft  others,  he  bought,  this  year,  upon  credit, 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  all  their  pepper,  which  he  fold  out  again  for  ready  money.  In  a 
ftated  account  of  money  difburfed  out  of  the  tonnage  and  poundage  duty  for  the  navy,  to  the 
^th  of  June  1642,  we  find  the  following  payment,  viz.  "  To  the  Eaft  India  Company,  in 
^*  part  of  a  debt  owing  to  them  by^his  Majefty,  for  pepper,  bought  by  my  Lord  Cottington, 
**  nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirteen  pounds  fourteen  (hillings  and  feven  pence." 

In  King  Charles's  fpecial  commifTion  for  making  pi-ovifion,  in  the  faid  year  1640,  for  his 
army  going  againft  Scotland,  we  find,  that  bows  and  arrows  were  then  ftill  in  ufe  ;  and  that 
ftone  (hot,  or  cannot  bullets  of  ftone,  as  well  as  of  iron,  were  ftill  in  ufe  alfo,  for  their  fire- 
artillery. — Fopd^ra,  vol.  xx.  p.  417. 
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1640  King  Charles  being  in  this  fame  year  informed,  that  a  tin  mine  was  lately  difcovered  in 
Barbary,  (ibid.  p.  423)  and  being,  on  that  account,  apprehenfive  of  the  decreafe  of  his  re- 
venue from  the  tin  mines  of  Cornwall  and  Devonlhire,  **  by  proclamation,  prohibits  the 
"  importation  of  foreign  tin,  as  alfo  the  carrying,  in  any  Englifh  Shipping,  the  tin  of  Bar- 
•*  bary  to  any  other  place  whatever.  Alfo,  for  the  promoting  of  the  confumption  of  Eng- 
**  lifh  tin  and  pewter  in  his  realms,  he  direfts,  that  all  the  meafures  for  wine,  ale,  beer,  &c. 
**  to  be  ufed  in  taverns,  vidtualling-houfcs,  fhops,  &c.  Ihali  be  of  tin  or  pewter,  and  (hall  be 
**  ftamped  or  fealed." 

In  p.  430,  of  the  fame  twentieth  volume  of  the  Fcedera,  we  meet  with  the  firft  mention 
of  a  Conful  General  for  England  at  Alicant  in  Spain  :  the  preamble  of  whofe  commii&oa  runs 
as  follows  : 

"  Whereas  we  are  given  to  underftand,  how  convenient  and  ncceflary  h  is  for  the  good  of 
•*  our  loving  fubjefts  trading  to  Alicant,  in  the  kingdom  of  Valencia,  to  have  fomc  perfon  of 
"  judgement  and  experience,  that  is  able  to  govern  and  dire£t  them  in  their  juft  and  lawful 
•♦  occalions,  to  be  placed  and  appointed  as  Conful  there :  know  ye,  &c." 

♦*  This  Conful's  allowances  were  to  be,  the  ancient  allowance  of  two  ducats  on  every 
**  Britilh  (hip  trading  to  that  port,  and  alfo  one  fourth  of  one  per  cent,  for  all  merchandize  of 
*•  fhips  trading  thither." 

King  Charles's  inability  to  oppofe  the  Scotifh  army,  now  preparing  to  march  to  the  borders 
of  England,  obliging  him  at  length  to  call  an  Englifh  Parliament,  fo  much  againft  his  will, 
after  twelve  years  intermiifion  ;  he  began  with  demanding  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  a  fuffi- 
cient  fupply  for  this  war  :  and  he  alfo  further  alleged  to  the  Parliament,  that  all  the  neighbour* 
ing  princes  were  preparing  great  fleets  of  (hips  :— and  alfo,  tliat  the  Algerines  were  become  fo 
infolent,  (ince  they  had  prepared  no  fewer  than  fixty  fail  of  (hips,  that  they  liad  taken  divers 
Engljfh  fhips,  and  particularly  one,  called  the  Rebecca  of  London,  taken  on  the  Spanifh 
coaft,  and  worth  at  leaft  two  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds.  But  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons thought  the  immediate  redrefs  of  tlieir  many  grievances  to  be  of  greater  importance  than 
his  immediate  fupply  for  the  above-named  war,  &c.  This  incenfed  the  King  fo  much,  tliathc 
haftily  and  very  angrily  diffolved  his  Parliament,  before  any  one  aft  had  been  palTed  •,  which, 
as  my  Lord  Clarendon  owns,  he  immediately  after  repented  of.  For  fupplying  his  prefect 
wants,  therefore,  without  a  Parliament,  he  took  fevcral  extraordinary  methods  of  raifing  mo- 
ney ;  fuch  as  Coat  and  Conduft  Money  from  every  county  ; — an  exorbitant  fine  laid  on  the 
oity  of  London,  for  having,  as  he  alleged,  occupied  more  lands  in  Irelai\d  than  was  granted 
by  their  charter  :  but  the  true  reafon  was,  their  refufing  him  a  loan  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds ;  which  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  had  been  forcibly  borrowed  of  the  mercliants 
who  had  lodged  their  money  in  the  King's  mint  in  the  Tower  of  London  ;  which  place,  as 
elfewbcre  obfcrvedi  before  banking  with  gold fmiths  came  into  ufe  in  London,  was  till  now 
made  a  kind  of  bank  or  rcpofitory  for  merchants  therein  fafely  to  lodge  their  money ;  but 
which,  after  this  compulfory  loan,  for  fo  it  was>  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,*  was  never 
after  trufted  in  that  way  any  more,  although  the  King  gave  the  lenders  the  fecurity  of  his 
ouiloms. — (See  this  violence  more  clearly  related  by  Sir  William  Temple,  under  the  year 
1672,  who  makes  it  to  be  done  in  16384  which  is  indeed  more  probable,  thougknat  material.) 
i— A  fubfcription  has  alfo  been  made,  for  his  prefent  fupply,  by  his  privy-counfcllors  and  fa-^ 
Tourites,  Lord  Straflfordalonf  fubfcribiag  twenty  thoufand  pounds.  And,  beiide  all  thefc, 
the  Cleigy  in  Convocation,  which,  contrary  to  all  cuftom,  fat  after  the  diiTolution  of  this  Par- 
liament, grantedhim  fix  fubfidics,  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  each,  fubfidy,  to  be  paid  in  fix 
t  .        .  years,. 
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1640  years,  at  the  rate  of  four  fhillings  in  the  pound,  according  to  the  valuation  of  their  livings^ 
&c.  in  the  King's  books.     Yet,  after  all  thefe  aids,  and  the  fhip-money  likewife,  the  King 
finding  himfclf  unable  to  maintain  his  .army  of  twenty-four  thoufand  men,  for  three  months 
only,  for  Jcfs  than  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  he  was  neceffitated  to  conclude  a  temporary 
treaty  with  commiffioncrs  from  the  Scotilh  army ;   he  having  utterly  loft  the  hearts,  and 
confequently  the  purfcs,  of  the  great  body  of  his  people  ;  that  army  having  moreover  de- 
feated part  of  his  troops,  and  taken  poffeflion  of  Newcaflle-upon-Tyne.     By   which  treaty 
the  Scotifli  army  was  to  be  allowed  eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  diem,   for  their  main- 
tenance.    For  the  defraying  of  which  great  expencc,  there  was  now  no  other  effeftual  means 
but  that  of  a  Parliament,  which  the  King  therefore  was  conftrained  to  call ;  and  which  met 
on  the  third  of  November,  in  this  fame  year  1740,  in  a  very  different  humour  from  what  he 
had  lioped  and  expefted, — the  debates  and  fpeeches  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  running  ex- 
tremely high  in  regard  to  the  nation's  grievances^  occafioned  by  the  King's  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings in  both  ecclefiaftical  and  fecular  matters.     But  as  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  fuch  points, 
any  further  than  they  may  relate  to  commercial  matters,  we  fhall  only  under  this  year  briefly 
remark,  that  the  grievances  complained  of  were  fo  many,  and  fo  various,  both  public  and  pri- 
vate ones,  laid  before  the  Commons,  by  complaints  and  petitions,  that  there  were  above  forty 
fcveral  committees  appointed  by  that  Houfe  hr  examining  them :  and  of  all  thofe  grievances 
that  of  monopolies  gave  fuch  offence,  that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  expelled  four  of  their  own 
Members  who  had  been  concerned  in  them :  and  Whitlock,  in  his  Memoirs,  alleges,  that 
many  other  Members  thereupon  withdrew  themfelves  from  Parliament,  and  others  were  eleft- 
cd  in  their  ftead.     In  confequence  of  all  which  ftrift  enquiries,  the  following  afts  were  pafled, 
which  the  King  was  obliged  to  confent  to,  viz. 

Firft,  **  That  a  Parliament  fhould  be  held  at  Icaft  once  in  three  years  for  the  future,  even 
**  although  the  King  (hould  neglcS  to  call  it."  This  was  intitled.  An  Aft  for  preventing  of 
Inconveniencies  happening  by  the  long  Intermiifion  of  Parliaments  ;  which  the  kingdom  had 
fo  much  fmarted  for  in  this  reign.  This  was  the  firft  aft  of  this  Parliament,  and  pafled  be- 
fore the  year  1640  expired,  in  the  fixeenth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles,  according  to  the 
then  ftile ;  when  the  Parliament  alfo,  (cap.  ii.  and  iii.  feventeentli  Charles)  granted  to  the 
King  four  entire  fubfidies,  **  for  the  relief  of  his  Majefty's  army,  and  the  northern  parts  of 
**  the  kingdom."  And,  in  the  fame  Seflion  of  ParUament,  but  in  the  year  1641,  (which, 
for  connexion's  fake,  we  briefly  relate  here,  though  we  have  not  done  with  the  year  1640) 
two  more  fubfidies  were  granted  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Secondly,  They  pafled  an  aft,  cap.  vii.  whereby  **  this  Parliament  fhould  not  be  diflTolved, 
**  prorogued,  nor  adjourned  but  by  aft  of  Parliament !"  L  e»  not  without  their  own  confent. 
By  which  aft,  and  the  impeachment  of  the  King's  two  great  and  wicked  favourites  of  high 
trcafon,  viz.  Laud,  A rchbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and  Wentworth,  Earl  of  Strafford,  both  al- 
ready .imprifoned  in  the  Tower,  and  afterwards  put  to  deatli,  they  brought  that  unhappy 
Prince  to  be  entirely  in  their  power ;  whilft,  at  the  fame  time  they  granted  fufficient  fupplies 
for  the  public  occafions  of  the  nation,  by  the  feveral  afts  for  tonnage  and  poundage,  and  other 
fums  of  money  payable  upon  merchandize  exported  and  imported :  and  for  a  provifion  of  mo- 
ney for  the  fpeedy  dilbanding  the  armies,  and  fettling  the  peace  of  the  two  kingdoms  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  :  by  charging  feveral  fums  upon  perfons,  according  to  their  ranks,  digni- 
ties, oflices,  callings,  cflates,  and  qualities.  Whilft,  by  another  aft,  they  abolilhed  forever, 
the  two  wicked  and  oppreffive  tribunals  of  the  Star  Chamber  and  High  Commiffiou  Court.-^ 
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1640  By  another,  the  King's  raifing  of  fhip-money,  without  the  authority  of  Parliament,  was 
declared  illegal,  and  never  to  be  allowed  in  future. — Another  aft  was  for  abolifliing  oppreflions 
in  the  Stannary  Courts  ; — and  another  for  afcertaining  the  boundaries  of  forefts. — Anothcr,. 
for  confirming  the  treaty  of  pacification  between  England  and  Scotland. — Another,,  for  limit- 
ing the  powers  of  tlie  King's  Clerk  of  the  Market. — Another,  for  abolifhing  the  King's 
power  to  iffuc  writs,  upon  pretext  of  an  ancient  cuftom,  to  compel  landed  men  to  take  the  or- 
der of  knighthood^  or  to  pay  a  fine  to  the  King.— Another,  granting  liberty  for  all  men  to 
import  gunpowder  and  faltpetre  ;  and  alfo,  for  the  free  making  of  gunpowder  in  England. 

In  King  Charles's  then  circumftances,  he  could  not  avoid  giving,  his  confent  to  the  above- 
named  rcftriftive  laws,  how  mortifying  foever  they  were  to  him.  His  former  wicked  advifcrs 
arkl  judges  were  removed  from  him  ;  and  as  the  Parliament  was,  in  cfFeft,  rendered  perpetual, 
there  was  no  middle  courfe  for  him  to  {leer :  he  muft  either  have  direftly  waged  war  with 
this  Parliament,  or  elfe,  as  he  at  prefent  did,  have  acquiefced  in  their  mcafu res  :  but  this  ftate 
of  things  did  not  hold  long.  In  the  mean  time,  we  muft  for  a  fmall  fpace  fufpend  this  fubjeft, 
until  we  fhall  have  compleated  the  other  more  immediate  afFairs  of  the  year  1640. 

In  which  year,  we  find,  by  the  fecond  volume  of  the  General  Colleftion  of  Treaties  of 
'  Peace  and  Commerce,  fecond  edition,  London  1732,  p.  318,  that- by  a  treaty  between  King 
Charles  I.  and  Henry  Frederick,  Prince  of  Orange,  a  marriage  was  concluded .  between  that 
King's  daughter,  the  Lady  Mary,  and  jPrince  William,  fon  of  the  faid  Prince  of  Orange.  By 
which  treaty,  the  lady's  portion  was  to  be  forty  thoufand  pounds  fterling  ;  and  her  dowry  was 
to  be  ten  thoufand  pounds  yearly,  in  lands.  The  domeftics  fhe  was  to  carry  over  with  her 
from  England  were,  in  all,  twenty-fix  men,  and  forty  women. 

In  the  faid  year  1646,  the  Dutch,  from  their  ifland  of  St.  Euftatia,  firft  fettled  on  the  fmall 
ifleof  Saba,  one  of  the  Caribbees,  thirteen  miles  north-weft  from  the  former ;.  being  about 
four  leagues  in  compafs.  It  is  but  an  inconfiderable  place,  having,  no  harbour  for  fliipping, 
and  an  extremely  fliallow  fhore.  The  Dutch  here  are  faid  to  be  but  a  few  families ;  who, 
however,  raife  a  fmall  quantity  of  fugar,  befides  fome  cotton  and  indigo.  Some  write,  that 
the  Danes  had  once  difpoffefled  the  Hollanders  of  it.  Many  of  thofc  fmall  ifles  among  the 
Caribbees  were,  in  the  beginning,,  very  little  regarded,  until  our  ifland  of  Barbadoes^ became 
rich  by  early  entering  into  the  fugar'trade;  when  the  mother  countries  of  thofc,  till  then,  infig- 
nificant  ifles,  found  it  their  intereft  to  lay  public  claim  tathem,  tofortify  them,  and  to  appoint 
Governors  over  them. 

The  haven  artd  town  of  Malacca,  poflefled  by  the  Potuguefe,  at  the  extremity  of  the  famous 
promontory  or  peninfula  of  that  name,  in  the  Further  Indies,  was  fo  happily  fituatcd  for  the 
convenience  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company's  commerce,  that  it  is  no  wonder  they  greedily 
caft  their  eyes  on  fo  delicious  a  morfel  fo  very  early  as  in  the  year  1606,  Portugal  being  then 
fubjeft  to  Spain  ;  with  which  laft-named  nation  the  Dutch  were  then  at  war  :  yet  they  were 
at  that  time  unable  to  mafter  it,  although  they  had  aftually  defeated  and  burned  a  Portugucfe 
fleet  there,  wlierein  were  three  thoufand  men.  But,  in  this  year  1640,  the  Dutch,  after  a  fix 
months  fiege  became  mafl:ers  of  that  very  important  place  ;  which  they  have  held  to  this  day. 
They  found  upwards  of  twenty  thoufand  inhabitants  in  the  town  and  its  territory,  with  many 
churches  and  convents,  and  a  good  booty.  Since  then,  the  Dutch  have  much  improved  its 
fortifications  :  and  as  all  ftiips  trading  from  Siam,  Cambodia,  Tonquin,  Cochin-China, 
China,  Japan,  and  the  Philippines,  to  Bengal,  and  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  are  ncceffitated 
to  pafs  through  the  ftrcight  of  Malacca,  the  Dutch  are  faid  to  have  obliged  all  but  Englifh 
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1640  ffiips  to  pay  an  anchorage  duty  there. — Hereby  alfo  they  over-awe  the  fmaller  princes  in  its 
neighbourhood,  and  gain  great  advantages  in  their  commerce,  though  not  like  what  it  former- 
ly was,  before  Batavia  became  the  grand  ftaple  of  all  their  India  commerce. — Thus  the  Dutch 
Company  made  a  very  rapid  progrefs,  whilft  our  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  became  ex- 
tremely languid,  partly  by  the  encroachments  of  the  faid  Dutch  Company,  and  partly  alfo 
by  King  Charles's  temporary  grants  to  others,  to  interfere  with  them  in  tlie  Eaft  India 
trade  :  fo  far,  as  that  fome  of  the  writers  on  commerce,  at  this  time,  infinuate,  that  hither- 
to the  Company  had  been  lofers  by  this  trade  ;  which,  however,  we  fcarcely  think,  was  the 
real  faft; 

In  this  fame- year  I &40;  the  French  began  to  plant  at  a  place  on  the  continent  of  South 
America,  called  Surinam,  in  nine  degrees  of  north  latitude,  from  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Gronooko,  fouthward  to  the  river  Maroni.  But  that  country  being  low,  marfhy,  and  un- 
healthy, they  foon  after  abandoned  it :  whereupon  the  Englilh  took  pofleffibn  of  it,  and  kept 
it  till  the  year  1674,  when  they  were  furprifed  by  the  Dutch,  as  we  ftiall  fee. 

Notwithftanding  the  popular  clamour  at  this  time  in  England  againft  the  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings of  King  Charles,  wherein  they  mixed  frequent  complaints  of  the  decay  of  England's 
commerce;  yet  it  is  very  plain  that  our  commerce  was  conftantly  increafing  throughout  ail 
that  time.     Even  in  and  about  this  very  year  1640,  we  find  the  fuhurbs  of  London  expanding 
themfelves  very  much  every  way  by  new  foundations,  more  efpecially  wcftward,  fuch  as  Clare- 
market,  Long-acre,  Bedfordbury,  and  other  parts  of  what  was  then  in  the  parilh  of  St.  Giles 
in  the  Fields.     The  very  names  of  the  older  ftreets  about  Covent  Garden  ace  taken  from  the 
Royal  Family  at  this  time,  (fome  indeed  in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  as  Catherine-ftreet> 
Dukc-ftreet,  York-ftreet,  &c.)  fuch  as  James-ftreet,  King-^ftreet,  Charles-ftreet,  Henrietta- 
llreet,  &c.  all  laid  out  by  the  great  archiieft  Inigo  Jones,  as  was  alfo  the  fine  Piazza  there. 
Although  that  part  where  flood  the  houfe  and  gardens  of  tlie  Duke,of  Bedford,  are  of  a  muck 
later  date,  viz.  in  the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne. — Bloomfbury,  and  the  ftreets 
at  the  Seven  Dials,  were  built  up  fon^ewhat  later,  as  alfo  Leicefter-fields,  viz.  fince  the  refto- 
ration  of  King  Charles  the  Second;  as  were  alfo  almoft  all  St.  James's  and  St,  Anne's  parifties^ 
and  a  great  part  of  St.  Martin's  and  St.  Giles's^     I  have  met  with  feveralold  porfons,  in  my 
younger  days,  who  remembered  that  there  was  but  one  fingle  lioufe  (a  cake  houfe)    between 
the  Meufe  Gate  at  Charing-crofs,  and  St.  James's  Palace  .Gate,  where  now  ftand  the  ftately 
piles  of  St.  James's  Square,  Pallmall,  and  other  fine  ftreets. — They  alfo  remembered  the  weft 
fide  of  St.  Martin's-lane  to  have  been  a  quickfet  hedge.     Yet  High  Holborn   and  Drury-lane 
were  filled  with  noblemens  and  gentlemens  houfes  almoft  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.— • 
Thofe  fine  ftreets  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Strand,  running  down  to  the  river  Thames,  have 
all  been  built  fince  the  beginning  of  the  feventeenth  century,    upon  the  fites  of  noblemens 
Houfes  and  gardens,  who   removed  further  weftward,  as  their  names  denote. — Even  fome 
parts  within  the  bars  of  the  city  of  London  remained  unbuilt  within  about  about  ono  hun- 
dred and  fifty  years  paft  ;  particularly,  all  the  ground  between  Slioe  Lane  and  Fcwters  (now 
Fetter)  Lane;  "  fo  called,"  fays  Howell,  in  his  Londinopolis,  **  of  Fewters,  (aa  old  ap- 
**  pellation  for  idle  people)  loitering  there,  as  in  a  way  leading  to  gardens  ;"  wliich,  in  King 
Charles  the  Firft's  reign,  and  even  fome  of  them  fince,  have  been  built  up  into  ftreets, 
lanes,  &c. 

Several  other  parts  of  the  city,  it  is  well  known,  have  been  rendered  more  populous  by  the 
removal  of  tlie.  nobility,  &c.  to  Weftminfter  liberties  j  on.  the  fites   of  whofe  former  fpaci- 

ous 


Digitized  by 


Google 


390         AN      HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 

AD.  . 

1640  ous  houfes  and  gardens  whole  flreets,  lanes,  and  courts,   have  been  added  to  the  city  fince 
'  the  death  of  Queen  Elizabeth.— Howell,  in  his  faid  Londinopolis,  publiflied  in  the  year  1657, 

drawing  a  parallel  between  London  and  other  great  cities  beyond  fea,  tells  us,  "  That  the  laft 
♦'  cenfus  of  Paris  came  under  a  million  :" — there  could  not  be  perhaps  quite  half  a  million  at 
Paris. — "  But,'*  adds  he,  "  in  the  year  1636,  King  Charles  fending  to  the  Lord  Mayor  to 
**  make  a  fcrutiny  of  what  number  of  Roman  Catholics  and  ftrangers  there  were  in  the  city, 
**  he  took  occafion  thereby  to  make  a  cenfus  of  all  the  people ;  and  there  were  of  men,  women, 
**  and  children,  about  feven  hundred  thoufand  that  lived  within  the  bars  of  his  jurifdiftion 
**  alone:  and  this  being  twenty-one  years  paft,  it  is  thought,  by  all  probable  computation, 
**  that  London  hath  more  by  the  third  part  now  than  (he  had  then.'*  He  goes  on  as  wildly 
to  conclude,  **  That,  with  Weftminfter,  and  the  places  before-mentioned,  together  with  the 
**  northern  fuburbs  of  Clerkenwcll,  thofe  beyond  the  bars  of  Bilhopfgate  (Spital-fields  was 
**  not  as  yet  built  on)  and  Alderfgate,  thofe  beyond  the  Tower,  and  in  Southwark,  all  being 
**  contiguous  to  London  herfelf,  tlicy  may  amount  in  all  to  a  million  and  a  half  of  fouls."— 
There  were  not  all  together  a  third  part  of  this  number  at  that  time  ;  and  even,  at  prcfcnt, 
are  little,  if  any  at  all,  above  half  this  number  :  (fee  more  of  this  fubjeft  in  our  Preface.)— 
Southwark,  it  is  true,  is  an  ancient  burgh  ;  but  Rothcrhithe,  Horfleydown,  and  other  conti- 
guous parts,  are  all  built  up  by  the  mere  growth  of  our  commerce  and  (hipping  :  and  the  like 
may  be  faid  of  Limehoufe,  Wapping,  Shadwell,  Spitalfields,  &c.  And  even  with  refpeft  to 
Weftminfter,  properly  fo  called,  although  it  was  never  eminent  for  commerce,  nor  manu- 
'faftures,  yet  the  general  increafe  of  our  commerce,  its  neighbourhood  to  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, and  the  gradual  removal  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  from  the  laft-named  city  weftward, 
have  increafed  it,  within  the  laft  two  hundred  and  fifty  years,  from  a  better  fort  of  village,  to 
the  fize  of  a  city. 

1641  It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  under  the  year  1641,  that  the  ingenious  Dr.  Heylin 
who  wrote  thefirft,  or  rather  perhaps  the  fecond,  edition  of  his  Cofmography  about  that  year, 
remarks,  concerning  the  once  famous  Hanfeatic  city  of  Lubec,  **  That  there  were  then  ftill 
♦*  belonging  to  it,  though  declined  from  its  priftine  grandeur,  above  fix  hundred  fhips  of  all 
**  forts  ;  fome  of  which  were  of  one  thoufand  tons  and  upwards." — **  And,"  he  adds,  what 
could  not  be  then  faid  of  London  itfelf,  **  that  to  every  private  houfe  a  pipe  of  water  was  con- 
**  veyed  from  the  public  conduit :  and  that  from  the  pattern  thereof  the  firft  conduits  were 
•*  made  in  London  :"  though  very  long  before  this  century. 

We  have  a  notable  inftance  of  the  induftry  of  the  town  of  Manchefter,  in  Lancafliire,  fo 
early  as  the  year  1641,  from  an  author  of  credit,  Mr.  Lewis  Roberts,  a  merchant,  author  of 
the  noted  book,  intitled.  The  Merchant's  Map  of  Commerce :  it  is  in  a  fmall  treatife,  enti- 
tled. The  Treafure  of  Trafiic,  publifhcd  in  this  year. 

**  The  town  of  Manchefter,"  fays  he,  **  buys  the  linen-yarn  of  the  Irifh,  in  great  quanti- 
**  ty,  and  weaving  it,  returns  the  fame  again  in  linen  into  Ireland,  to  fell," — which  might 
poflibly  and  naturally  give  the  firft  hint  towards  the  Irifh  linen  manufactures.  "  Neither 
•*  doth  her  induftry  reft  here ;  for  they  buy  cotton  wool  in  London,  that  comes  from  Cy- 
"  prus  and  Smyrna," — it  fcems  we  had  not  much  as  yet  from  our  American  ifles  ;  "  and 
**  work  the  fame  into  fuftians,  vermillions,  dimities,  &c.  which  they  return  to  London, 
**  where  they  are  fold,  and  from  thence,  not  feldom,  are  fent  into  fuch  foreign  parts  where 
^  the  firft  materials  may  be  more  eafily  had  foe  that  manufacture." 

So 
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#641  So  early  as  in  this  year,  we  find,  in  a  judicious  pamphlet,  intitledy  England's  Safety  ifi 
Trade's  Increafc,  by  one  Henry  Robinfon,  that  the  French  had  already  began  to  make  ordi- 
nances and  laws  which  proved  prejudicial  to  the  commerce  of  England.  "  And  the  Author 
*'  expreiTes  his  fears  left  they  (hould  in  time  be  able  to  beat  us  out  of  our  trade  ;  more  efpeci- 
**  ally"  fays  he,  **  when  Chriftendom  fliall  be  at  peace,  whereby  the  trade  of  Spain  will  be 
**  free  for  other  nations,  which  at  prefent,  as  it  were,  we  monopolize  to  ourfclves."— This 
writer  has  proved,  in  too  great  a  degree,  a  true  prophet. 

In  the  before-quoted  Mr.  Lewis  Roberts's  Treafure  of  Traffic,  the  cuftoms  of  England  are 
faid  to  amount  to  no  lefs  than  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  yearly.  A  vaft  increafe  fince  the 
death  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 

The  piratical  ftate  of  Algiers  feems,  in  this  year  1641,  to  have  been  in  its  zenith  of  naval 
power.  Morgan,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Hiftory  of  that  State,  quotes  oneD*Aranda  for 
his  author,  in  faying,  "  That,  in  tlic  fummer  of  this  year,  the  Algerines  had  in  their  cruifc 
**  no  fewer  than  /ixty-fivc  fliips,  befides  feveral  gallies  or  galiots,  all  at  one  time."  And  al- 
though it  be  well  known  that  their  naval  force  is  greatly  leflencd  fince  that  time,  yet  even  in 
our  days  they  have  enough  remaining  to  give  confiderable  interruptions  to  the  naval  commerce 
of  fuch  of  the  powers  of  Chriftendom  as  they  chufe  to  make  war  upon. 

It  would  be  almoft  endlefs  to  recount  all  the  difputes  that  have  happened,  at  different  times,  . 
between  Denmark  and  other  nations,  and  more  efpccially  with  the  Hans-towns,  concerning 
the  toll  paid  by  fhips  in  paffing  die  Sound.  In  tliis  fame  year  1641,  the  cities  of  Hamburgh, 
Lubeck,  and  Bremen,  entered  into  ftrifter  engagements  together,  by  reafon  of  Denmark's 
too  rigouroufly  cxafting  that  toll,  for  the  fupporting  of  their  commercial  interefts,  and  thofe 
of  fuch  other  Hans-towns  as  (hould  join  with  them,  by  arming  both  by  fea  and  land  :  yet, 
without  naming  this  toll  exprefsly  in  the  faid  treaty. — And  this,  like  former  treaties,  had  good  . 
confequences  attending  it  for  fome  time  after. 

In  this  year  1641,  there  was  publifhed,  at  Rome,  a  treatife,  intitled,  Petri  Baptiftas  Burgi,  , 
de  Dominio  fereniffimae  Genuenfis  Reipublicae  in  Mari  Liguftico.     Tending  to  prove,  by  the 
ufual  trite  arguments,  **  that  the  fea  is  capable  of  property  as  well  as  the  land  ;  and  that  the 
**  republic  of  Genoa  has  a  territorial  right  to  the  dominion  of  her  adjacent  feas."     In  which  . 
treatife  he  pretends  to  anfwer  Grotius's  Mare  Liberum,  &c. 

This  wild  pretenfion  of  Genoa's,  after  fhe  had  long  fince  loft  all  naval  greatnefs,  was  like 
fhutting  the  ftable  door  after  the  ftced  was  ftolen.  And  this  will  ever  be  the  cafe  of  fuch  claims 
to  the  end  of  time:  fo  long  as  they,  i.e.  any  ftate  whatever,  are  ftronger  on  the  feas  than 
their  neighbours,  juft  fo  long  will  they  be  able  to  pretend  to  fo  invidious  a  dominion; 
but  when  fuch  fuperiorlty  ceafes,  the  claimants  will  be  the  juft  objefts  of  contempt.  In 
our  own  wilcr  age,  therefore,  we  hear  no  more  of  fuch  airy  pretenfions.  The  aftual  pof- 
feflbrs  of  fuch  fupcriority,  .contenting  thcmfelves  with  the  fubftantial .  benefits  alone  refulting 
therefrom. 

After  the  Englifh  had  been  in  pofleffion  of  the  ifle  of  Providence,  in  America,  and  had 
partly  planted  it,  ever  fince  the  year  1629,  ^^^7  were  now  attacked  by  the  Spaniards  with  a 
great  force :  and,  although  they  made  a  ftout  refiftance,  they  were  obliged  to  furrender  that 
ifle  to  them,  with  confiderable  lofs  to  the  planters.  Yet  tlie  Spaniards  did  not  after  this  fettle 
thereon  at  all.  But  their  fole  aim  in  driving  our  people  out  was  purely  to  keep  up  their  idle 
and  unreafonable  pretenfions  to  a  fole  right  to  all  the  Bahama  iflc^ :  but  England  agaiv»  took 
1  poficf- 
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1641  polTeflion  of  tlic  ifland  of  Providence  :  and  we  now  claim  the  fole  property  of  allthe  BalunMi 
ifles. 

It  was  in  this  fame  year  1641,  that  the  French,  for  the  rcafons  we  have  before  afligncd, 

•abandoned  the  colony  of  Surinam,  in  South  America,  on  which  they  had  firft  fettled  in  the 

•preceding  year,  near  the  mouth  of  the  great  river  Oroonoko  :  and,  in  the  fame  year,  the 

Englilh,  at  the  expence  of  the  Lord  Willoughby,  firft  fettled  there.     That  Lord  is  faid  to  have 

wafted  his  paternal  eftate  in  the  planting  thereof. 

The  want  of  due  care  and  provident  forefight  in  princes  and  ftates,  for  the  cherifliing  and 
nraproving  of  the  commerce  af  their  refpe ft ive  dominions,  has  often  proved  to  their  irretriev- 
able detriment,  by  the  lofs  of  their  traffic,  the  beft  fource  of  their  wealth  and  power.  Lewis 
Roberts's  Treafure  of  Traffic,  publifhed  in  this  year  1641,  already  quoted,  gives  us  three 
pregnant  inftances  hereof,  which  alfo  affords  us  fome  part  of  the  hiftoiy  of  three  very  eminent 
mercantile  cities,  viz.  **  The  want  of^ood  order  in  the  government  of  the  trade  ot  Antwerp, 
*V and  their  impofing  of  heavy  cuftoms  upon  the  merchants,  hath,  within  thcfe  fifty  years, 
**  brought  that  town  to  the  lownefs  wherein  we  fee  it. — Lyons,  in  France,  hath  fufFered  won- 
**  derfully  by  the  fame  inconveniencies. — And  Marfci lies,  within  the  days  of  nry  knowledge, 
"  had  a  wonderful  great  traffick  for  many  places  of  Turkey,  Barbary,  Spain,  &c.  and  was 
'^'  able  to  fhew  many  fhips  employed  in  merchandize  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  carrying 
**  thirty  and  forty  pieces  of  ordnance ;  andnowthebcft  of  their  veflels,  and  thofc  too  but 
**  very  few  in  number,  have  not  above  ten  pieces  of  ordinance."  Mr.  Roberts  had  been  him- 
felf  an  eminent  merchant :  and  although  the  ruin  of  Antwerp  is  well  known  to  have  been 
principally  from  its  being  facked  by  the  Spanifh  army,  and  by  the  fubfequent  blocking  up  of 
the  river  Sclieldt,  by  the  forts  built  by  the  Ihitch  below  that  city ;  yet  the  caufe  he  here  af- 
'iigns,  might  be  a  confiderable  one  likewife,  before  the  faid  fiege  of  it  by  the  Spanifh  army. 
Lyons  and  MarfeilLcs  have  fince  his  time  profpercd  exceedingly  under  wifer  management.  All 
which  Ihews  how  delicate  a  matter  commerce  is,  and  how  carefully  and  conftantly  to  be  attend- 
-cd  to  by  the  rulers  of  ftates  and  kingdoms. 

It  was  in  this  fame  year  1641,  that  the  Dutch  Eaftlndia  Company  found  means  to  get  the 
Portugucfe  and  other  Chrfftians  excluded  from  all  trade  to  Japan.  But  whether  it  was  done 
in  fo  deceitful  and  impious  a  way  as  their  enemies  gave  out,  we  fhall  not  take  upon  us  to  de- 
termine. They  enjoy  a  trade  thither  from  Batavia  and  other  parts  of  India  to  this  day, 
though  fubjeft  to  difficulties  therein  from  the  caprice  of  that  very  jealous  nation.  **  It  was  a 
^*  cunning  trick,"  fays  PufFcndorf,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Europe,  undfer  the  head  Portugal,  **  in 
'**  the  Dutch  at  Japan  to  drive  the  Portuguefe  out  of  that  trade,  by  laying  before  the  Empc- 
**  ror  an  intercepted  letter  from  the  Portuguefe  Jefuits  there,  to  the  Pope ;  promifing  his 
**  Holinefs,  in  a  (hort  time,  to  reduce  all  Japan  to  his  obedience.  But  it  produced  terrible 
**  effefts,  not  only  to  the  faid  Jefuits,  but  to  the  poor  Japanefe  converts,  who,  to  the  num- 
**  ber  of  four  hundred  thoufand  and  upwards,  were  all  put  to  death,  and  the  Portuguefe  for 
•**  ever  fhut  out  from  Japan,  on  pain  of  death."  .Dr.  Gemilli  fays,  that  the  Dutch  faftory 
at  Nangafachi  enjoys  not  that  liberty  nor  authority  which  they  have  in  their  trade  to  other 
parts;  for,  as  foon  as  the  (hips  come  to  an  anchor,  a  Mandarin  comes  on  board,  to  count 
the  men,  and  to  carry  the  fails  and  rudder  on  Ihore. — They  have  no  communication  wrth  the 
city,  but  live  in  the  faftory,  which  is  on  a  rock  iaclofed  with  a  wall. — And  no  trade  is  allow- 
<d  but  once  in  a  year. 

^  Aad 
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J641       Hitherto,  according  to  Ligon's  Hiilory  of  Barbadoes,  and  other  authors  of  the  Hiftory  of 

the  Caribbce  Iflands,  the  planting  of  very  bad  tobacco,  together  with  ginger  and  cotton,  was 
all  the  trade  they  had  at  Barbadoes  till  this  year  1641,  when  fomc  of  the   moft  induftrious 
planters  procured  fome  fugar-cahes  from  Fcrnambuque,  in  Brafil;    and  thefc  thriving  very 
well,  they  planted  more  and  more,  as  they  maltiplied  ;  and  at  length  found    it  would  anfwcr 
well  to  fet  up  a  very  f«nall  ingenio,  or  fcgar-mill ;  yet  the  fecret  of  making  fugar  was   not  fo 
well  underftood  by  the  Barbadians  till  two  or  three  years  after,  when  fomc  of  their  people  were 
fo  curious  as  to  make  a  voyage  to  Bra(il>  from  whence  they  brought  better  inftrudlions,  and 
more  fugar-plants.     Yet,  even  at  Mr.  Ligon's  arrival  at  Barbadoes,  which  was  not  till   the 
year  1647,  although  there  were  then  many  fugar-works  already  fct  up,  they  were,  neverthelefs, 
gnorant  of  four  main  articles  of  that  manufacture,  viz. 
Firft,  The  true  manner  bf  planting. 
Secondly,  The  time  of  gathering. 

Thirdly,  The  right  manner  of  placing  of  the  coppers  in  their  furnaces :  and. 
Fourthly,  The  true  way  of  covering  their  rollers  with  plates  or  bars  of  iron. 
But  that  they  were  much  mended,  both  in  the  goodnefs  of  the  fugar,  and  in  the  method  of 
making  it,  in  the  year  1650,  when  he  left  that  ifland  ;  fo  that  a  plantation  of  Major  Hilliard's, 
^f  five  hundred  acres,  which,  before  they  began  to  plant  fugar,  he  knew  could  have  been  pur- 
chafed  for  four  hundred  pounds  fterling,  was,  at  his  landing  there  in  the  year  1647,  worth 
fourteen  tboufand  pounds.  Moreover,  Colonel  James  DraK,  whofe  beginning  on  that  ifland 
was  founded  on  a  ftock  of  three  hundred  pounds  fterling,  raifed  his  fortune  to  fuch  a  height, 
that  our  faid  author  has  heard  him  fay,  **  He  would  not  return  to  fettle  in  England,  for  the 
**  remainder  of  his  life,  till  he  fliovld  be  able  to  purchafe  a  land  eftate  of  ten  thoufand  pounds 
*^  per  annum,  which  he  hoped  in  a  few  years  to  accomplifh."  And  Colonel  Thomas  Mody- 
♦*  ford  had  often  told  him,  *'  That  he  had  taken  a  refolution  to  hiiVifelf  not  to  fet  his  face  for 
**  England,  witil  he  had  made  his  voyage  and  employment  there  wortli  one  hundred  thou-. 
**  fand  pounds  fterling." 

Thefe  inftances,  in  6ich  early  times,  are  fuiticient  clearly  to  fliew  the  vaft  importance  of  our 
fugar  plantations  to  the  nation. 

The  firft  planters  of  fugar  finding  fuch  immcnfc  profit,  encouraged  many  people  to  go  this 
ther  from  England,  which  alfo  induced  merchants  at  home,  to  fend  more  fliips  with  proviiions, 
tools,  cloathing,  and  other  ncceflfarics,  in  exchange  for  the  produft  of  that  ifland.  And  this 
being  the  firft  of  our  colonies  which  engaged  in  fugar  plantations,  it  greatly  haftencd  the  im- 
provement of  our  other  Caribbee  ifles,  which  fbon  after  entered  upon  the  planting  of  fugar,  to 
very  great  advantage.  And,  as  it  was  impoflible  to  manage  the  cultivation  of  that  commodity 
by  white  people,  in  fo  hot  a  climate,  To  neither  could  fufficient  numbers  of  them  be  had  at  any 
rate.  Neceffity,  therefore,  and  the  example  of  Portugal,  gave  birth  to  the  negro  flave-tradc 
from  the  coaft  of  Guinea;  and  it  is  almoft  necdlefs  to  add,  that  fuch  great  numbers  of  flavcs, 
and  alfo  the  increafe  of  our  white  people  in  thofe  iflands,  foon  created  a  vaft  demand  for  all 
neceflaries  from  England,  and  alfo  a  new  and  confiderablc  trade  to  Madeira  for  wines,  to  fup- 
ply  thofe  iflands  ;  which  were  fo  far  from  draining  their  mother-country  of  her  cafli,  that  they 
annually  fupplied  her  with  confiderable  quantities  thereof,  as  the  trade  hither  was,  then,  and 
and  many  years  after,  left  open  to  all  nations,  until  after  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the 
Second ;  when  the  Parliament  obferving  the  great  detriment  that  fuch  an  open  trade  thither 
Vol.  II.  3D  did 
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1 64 1  clid  to  the  kingdom,  the  faid  trade  was  abfolutely  confined  to  our  own  people,  by  the  ferend 
aSs  of  navigation  :  in  confequence  whereof,  the  ports  of  London  and  Briftol  foon  after  be- 
came the  great  magazines  for  fugar,  for  fupplying  with  that  article  all  the  north  and  middle 
parts  of  Europe,  reducing  the  Portuguefe  fugars  of  Brafil  in  time  fo  low,  as  from  eight  pounds, 
to  two  pounds  ten  (hillings  per  hundred-weight :  and  fo  it  remained,  until  the  French,  in 
their  turn,  fo  greatly  improved  their  fugar  iflands,  as  to  be  able  to  underfcll  us  in  moft  parts 
of  Europe. 

Barbadoes,  however,  and  the  other  Caribbee  ifles,  continued  proprietary  colonies  till  after 
the  reftoration;  when,  as  we  have  eifewhere  (hewn.  King  Charles  II.  purchafed  them,  and  made 
them  regal  governments.  Moft  of  the  rich  fugar  planters  liave  always  fixed  at  laft  in  England 
with  their  fortunes,  and  have  thereby  laid  the  foundation  of  many  great  families ;  which,  if 
we  miftake  not,  was  the  cafe  with  refpeft  to  oiie  of  the  names  above-mentioned* 

What  numbers  of  large  fortunes  have  there  not  been  added  to  the  general  wealth  of  the  na- 
tion finccthofe  beginnings  of  riches  in  the  Britifh  fugar  iflands  ! — And  it  is  the  peculiar  ho- 
nour of  Barbadoes,  to  have  it  faid  to  this  day,  to  be  the  nobleft  and  bcft  cultivated  fpot  of 
ground  in  all  America,  and  to  produce  the  finefl:  fugars,  and  alfo  the  greateft  quantity,  of  any 
of  our  ifles,  Jamaica  alone  excepted. 

^*  In  tliis  year  1641,  and  on  Saturday  the  twenty-third  of  Oftober,  a  day  dedicated  to  Saint 
Ignatius  Loyola,  the  founder  of  the  Society  of  Jefus,'*  fays  Sir  James  Ware,  in  his  Gcfta 
Hibernorum,  **  broke  out  thedreadful  rebellion  and  general  defeftion  of  the  Irifli,  and  even 
**  of  moft  of  the  old  Englifli  Papifts  in  Ireland ;"  who,  "  by  a  general  maffacre,  attempted  to 
**  extirpate  the  whole  race  of  Proteftants  ;  and,  in  the  firft  three  months,  deftroyed  one  bun- 
*'  dred  and  fifty-four  thoufand  Proteftants,  with  great  cruelty ;  the  defign  not  being  difco- 
*'  vered  till  the  night  before." 

The  Irifh  Papifts  had  lived  quietly  ever  fince  the  quelling  of  Tyrone*s  rebellion,  at  thedofc 
of  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign :  but,  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  they  had  formed  the  execrable 
plot,  of  firft  cutting  the  throats  of  all  the  Englifti  throughout  Ireland,  feizing  on  all  fortified 
places,  and  of  abfolutely  fhaking  off  the  Englifli  yoke.  In  all  parts  at  any  diftance  from  Dub- 
lin,  the  plot  was  executed  on  the  day  above-named,  and  to  the  firft  of  March  following';  but 
the  projeft  of  feizing,  on  that  day,  on  the  caftle  of  Dublin,  was  difcovered  the  night  before; 
otherwife  their  infernal  fcheme  would  probably  have  been  rendered  efFeftual. 

We  j\ift  briefly  mention  this  horrid  mafl&cre,  purely  as  it  had  a  bad  influence  on  commerce. 
And  we  fliall  only  further  obferve,  that  it  had  alfo  a  great  influence  on  the  Englifli  Parliament 
and  people,  to  the  detriment  of  King  Charles  and  his  Popifli  bigotted  Queen.  The  Parlia- 
ment fent  fuccour  and  fupplies  to  Ireland  in  fuch  flender  quantities,  and  with  fuch  delibera- 
tion, as  tcftified,  that  they  believed  the  King*s  aim  was  to  drain  England  of  troops,  and  to 
engage  the  Parliament  in  an  Irifh  war,  thereby  to  prevent  their  meddling  with  his  prerogative 
and  the  leflening  of  his  power:  fo  the  breach  between  the  King  and  the  Parliament  became 
every  day  wider. 

For  the  efFeftual  fuppreflion  of  this  rebellion,  an  aft  of  Pariiament  pafl[ed  in  this  year,,  cap. 
xxxiii.  for  difpofing  of  the  rebel  lands,  viz.  two  millions  and  a  half  of  acres,  to  well-aflefted 
lenders  of  the  following  fums,  viz.  for  two  hundred  pounds,  a  thoufand  acres  of  good  land  in 
the  province  of  Ulfter ;  the  like  quantity  of  acres  in  Connaught,  for  three  hundred  pounds ; 
the  like  in  Munfter,  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  pounds ;  and  the  like  in  Leinftcr  for  fix  hun- 
dred 
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1641  ifti,  pounds,  all  freehold  ;  paying  quit-rents  in  Ulfter,  of  one  penny  per  acre  ;  in  Connaught, 

three-halfpence;  in  Munfter,  two-pence  farthing ;  and  in  Leinfter,  three-pence  per  acre. — 
Thofc  lands  to  be  fet  out  to  the  fubfcribers  by  lot.  And  thus  were  a  great  number  of  well  af 
fefted  Proteflants  fettled  on  the  lands  of  lazy  and  bigotted  Papifts,  very  much  to  the  future 
improvement  of  that  kingdom. 

1642  But  waving  thofe  matters  as  much  as  poflible,  as  not  falling  direftly  in  our  way, — wc 
Ihall  now  give  the  laft  regal  record,  relating  to  our  proper  province,  in  the  twentieth  and 
laft  volume  of  the  nobleft  collcflion  of  public  records  that  any  nation  upon  earth  can  produce 
or  boaft  of;  viz;  Rymer's  Foedera,  p.  523,  &c.  It  is  a  treaty  of  peace  and  friendfliip,  con- 
cluded at  London,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  January,  foreign  flile,  between  King  Charles  the 
Firft,  and  John  the  Fourth,  King  of  Portugal,  ratified  by  King  Charles  at  York,  on  the 
twenty-fecond  of  May,  1642  ;  Portugal  having  (haken  of  the  Spanifh  yoke  two  years  before. 

What  relates  to  commerce,  is  in  fubftance,  viz. 

*•  Article  L  There  (hall  be  a  free  commerce  between  the  fubjefts  of  both  crowns,  in 
**  all  countries,  iflands,  &c.  where  it  was  permitted  in  tlie  times  of  tlie  Kings  of  Caftilp, 
*^  or  fince. 

"  IV.  TheEngliih  (hall  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  and  immunities  in  Portugal  as  the  na- 
**  tives  themfelves  :  nor  (hall  tliey  be  loaded  with  higher  duties,  cuftoms,  &c.  than  the  natives. 
^*  And  they  (liall  enjoy  all  the  prifileges  which  the  Engli(h  enjoyed  in  Portugal  before  it  was 
"  united  to  Spain. 

*'  V.  The  merchant-(hips  of  England,  coming  into  the  havens  of  Portugal,  (hall  not  be 
*^  obliged  to  take  any  other  goods  on  board  than  what  they  (hall  themfelves  think  fitting.— 
*'  And  the  Portuguefe  (hall  have  the  like  freedom  in  England. 

*^  VIII.  England  (hall  have  confuls  refiding  in  Portugal,  to  take  care  of  the  intcrefts  and 
<*  commerce  of  their  nation." — This  is  the  firft  and  only  inftance  of  confuls  in  Portugal  to  be 
found  in  tlie  Foedera. 

"  IX.  The  efFefts  of  the  Engli(h  dying  in  Portugal,  (hall  not  be  taken  poiTeflion  of  by  the 
"  judges,  or  other  officers  of  Portugal ;  but  (hall  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  defunft's  exe- 
*'  cutors  or  truftees,  if  on  the  fpot ;  or,  if  abfent,  into  the  hands  of  one  or  two  Englifh  mer- 
"  chants,  not  married,  (modo  coslibesjint)  fworn  to  do  juftice,  in  truft  for  thofe  who  (hall 
**  appear  to  have  the  right  to  the  faid  efFeSs. 

X.  Engli(h  (hips  (hall  not  be  flopped  or  detained  in  Portugal,  without  the  King  of  Gr»at 

Britain's  knowledge  and  confent ;  but  ihall  be  freely  permitted  to  depart  at  their  pleafure. — 
^'  Neither  (hall  the  goods  and  merchandize  of  the  Englilh  be  taken  for  the  King  of  Portugal's 
**  ufe,  unlefs  for  a  juft  and  ufual  price,  which  (hall  be  paid  for  in  two  months  tim:,  unlefs 
*^  otherwife  agreed  for. 

**  XII.  Things  (hall  remain  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  point  of  peace  and  commerce  between 
**  both  nations,  for  three  years  to  come,  as  they  were  fettled  by  treaty  in  India,  in  the  year 
**  1635,"  (that  treaty  is  not  found  in  the  Fcedera)  *^  between  the  prefident  or  governor,  WiN 
«^  liam  Methwold,  for  the  Englifh  there,  and  the  Portuguefe  governors:— After  which,  a  per- 
^*  petual  peace  (hall  enfue. 

"  XIII.  The  fubjefts  of  England,  living  or  fettled  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  under  the  Por- 
**  tuguefe,  viz.  at  Guinea,  &c.  and  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Thomas,  and  other  ides  on  that 
•^  coaft,  who  bad  this  privilege  under  the  Kings  of  Caftile,  (hall  not  be  molefted  therein. — 

3  D  2  ''  And 
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1642  "  And  the  King  of  Portugal  may  freely  hire  the  Englifh  fhips  trading  to  thofe  coafts,  until 
^'  otherwife  ^ttled  between  both  nations."  This  hiring  of  Ihips  was  for  the  carrying  of  ne- 
groes to  Brafil,  our  (hips  having  been  very  early  employed  that  way;  and,  probably,  they 
thereby  difcovered  the  planting  of  fugar-canes  at  Barbadocs. 

**  XIV.  The  fubjefts  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  Ihall  have  the  fame  liberty  of  importing 
**  into,  and  exporting  from  Portugal,  all  forts  of  goods  and  merchandize,  as  has  been  granted 
**  to  the  States  of  Holland,  &c.  by  treaty,  in  1640. 

"  XV.  The  Englifli  (hall  not  be  liable  to  imprifonment,  nor  to-  (tizure  of  their  pcrfon?, 
**  goods,  books  of  accounts^  &c.  in  the  fame  nunner  as  has  been,  or  (hall  be  granted  to  the 
*^  fubjefts  of  any  other  potentate. 

**  XVII.  The  Engli(h  in  Portugal  (hall  not  be  difturbed  on  account  of  confciencc,  or  dif- 
**  ferencc  of  religion  ;  provided  they  give  no  fcandal  to  the  natives,  occ." 

From  this  time  forward,  we  find  nothing  in  this  twentieth  and  laft  volume  relating  to  com- 
merce, but  what  is  taken  out  of  Thurloe's  very  authentic  (late  papers,  faid  here  by  the  pub- 
lifher  to  be  in  twelve  volumes  in  manufcript,  but  fince  printed  in  feven  folio  volumes ;  from 
which  work,  and  from  the  four  volumes  of  oftavo  of  the  General  Colleftion  of  Treaties  of 
Peace  and  Commerce,  fecond  edition,  London,  1732,  we  (hall  henceforth  be  funii(hed,  and 
by  otl>er  nKans,  with  materials  for  commercial  treaties,  ftipulations,  &c.  as  well  as  from  many 
other  authors  in  various  commercial  points. 

In  this  year  1642,  died  the  great  Cardinal  Richlieu,  who  had  brought  the  commerce,  colo- 
nies, and  manufaflures  of  France  to  a  confidcrablc  height^  and  had  laid  a  folid  foundation  for 
much  greater  improvements  to  be  made  by  his  fucceflTors  in  the  o(fice  of  prime  miniftcr.  At 
his  death  aifo  he  left  France  po(re(red  of  one  hundred  warlike  (hrps  and  gallies,  with  fuitabic 
naval  ftores  in  the  royal  arfenals.'  Yet  France,  from  this  time,  till  about  the  year  1660,  fccms 
to  have  rather  gone  backward  in  naval  matters  than  otherwife,  by  reafon  of  civil  diflfcntions, 
and  the  fucceeding  minority  of  King  Louis  XIV.  but  after  this  lift-named  period,  (heagaia 
refumed  the  improvement  of  her  marine,  as  will  be  feen  in  the  fequel. 

Richlieu  had  taken  the  province  of  Roufillon,  and  therein  the  ftrong  city  of  Perpignan, 
from  Spain,  in  this  very  year  ;  which  has  remained  annexed  to  France  to  this  day. — At  Rich- 
lieu's  death  alfo,  the  crown  revenue  had  been  fo  greatly  improved  by  him,  as  to  hare  amoun- 
ted to  feventy  millions  of  livres  annually;  whereas,  at  his  acceflion  to  the  miniftry,  it  had 
been  reckoned  at  but  juft  one  half  of  this  fum,  viz.  thirty-five  millions.  He  alfo  crcftcd  a 
company  for  the  trade  to  the  Weft  India  iflands. 

The  laft  legal  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  (that  is,  an  aft  by 
King,  Lords,^  and  Commons)  was  in  this  year  1642,  and  cap.  xxxvii.  It  confirms  the  grant 
of  two  millions  and  a  half  of  acres  of  land  in  Ireland,  forfeited  by  rtie  rebels  there,  and  gran- 
ted by  two  former  afts,  of  cap.  xxxiii.  and  xxxv.  to  all  perfons  and  corporations  in  England 
who  (hould  pay  down  certain  fums,  as  are  fpecified  in  the  fame  tlrirty-third  chapter;  and  is 
now  extended  to  all  perfons,  Engli(h,  Scotch,  Irilh,  and  Dutch,  being  Proteftants.  And 
fuch  ^s  (hould,  by  this  laft  aft,  fubfcribe,  (liould  have  acres  of  a  larger  meafure  than  Englifli 
ftatute  ones,  viz.  e^ch  to  be  one  hundred  and  fixty  poles,  of  twenty -one  feet,  inftcad  of  fix- 
teen  feet  and  a  half  each. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  tliis  year  1642,  the  war  between  King  Charles  and  his  Lords  and  Com- 
mons commenced  j  to  the  no  fmall  interruption  of  commerce  and  manufafturcs,  as  may  eafily 
be  imagined. 

The 
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1642  The  French  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  Caribbee  Ides,  firft  publifhed  at  Paris,  in  the  year 
1658,  fays,  That  about  this  year  1642,  a  company  of  traders  of  the  province  of  Zeland,  firft 
planted  on  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  by  fending  two  hundred  men  thither, 
and  giving  that  ifland  the  name  of  New  Walcheren ;  but,  it  fcems,  the  natives  murdered  fome 
of  the  Dutch,  and  forced  the  reft  to  defert  it.  Yet,  in  the  year  1650,  the  Zelandcrs,  from 
Flufhing,  replanted  that  ifle ;  which  lying  the  moft  foutherly  of  all  the  Caribbee  iflcs,  and 
neareft  to  the  continent,  feemed  very  conveniently  fituated  for  a  contraband  trade  with  the 
Spauifh  province  of  New  Andalufia,  and  alfo  for  the  growth  of  fugar-cancs,  cotton,  and  gin- 
ger. The  Dutch,  however,  made  nothing  confiderable  of  that  promifing  fpot,  although  it 
lias  the  conveniencies  of  watei;,  foil,  and  climate  ;  and  they  have  long  fince  abandoned  it.— 
This  author  takes  no  notice  of  the  Duke  of  Courland's  having  been  the  firft  who  plaated  on 
tliis  ifle,  as  will  be  feen  to  be  alleged  under  the  year  1664. 

Sir  Jofiah  Child,  in  his  Chapter  on  Plantations,  p.  196,  endeavours  to  account  for  the  fmall 
fuccefs  the  Dutch  had,  compared  with  England,  in  the  fettlement  of  remote  colonies. 

"  Firft,  They  have  not  had  thofe  caufes  for  peopling  of  colonies  which  England  has 
^  had  ;  viz.  the  perfecution  of  the  Puritans  in  the  reign  of  King  James  and  King  Charles  the 
«'  Firft. 

"  Secondly,  King  Charles's  party,  after  the  battle  of  Worcefter,  and  the  Scots  being  routed 
•*  there,  helped  to  plant  Barbadoes  and  Virginia. 

"  Thirdly,  At  the  reftoration,  the  royalifts  getting  into  all  employments  and  offices,  and 
•*  the  army  being  diftjanded,  &c.  many  of  the  commonwealth  party  withdrew  to  New  Eng- 
^  land,  &c. 

**  Fourthly,  The  lownefs  of  the  intereft  of  money  in  Holland,  a§  well  as  of  the  cuftoms  on 
•*  merchandize,  together  with  their  toleration  of  all  religions,  and  their  other  encouragements 
**  given  to  trade,  occafions  employment  for  all  their  own  people  at  home,  as  alfo  for  multi- 
•*  tudes  of  foreigners  who  come  to  fettle  there." 

And  indeed  we  may  add,  that,  for  the  moft  part,  none  who  can  live  comfortably,  and  have 
full  employment  at  home,  will  care  to  ga  into  either  violently  hot,  or  extremely  cold,  or  un- 
"ufual  climates,  to  work  at  the  painful  employments  of  new  plantations.  Moreover,  the  Dutch 
have  fcarcely  had  one  other  great  means  which  we  had  for  the  firft  peopling  of  Virginia  and 
Barbadoes,  viz.  the  picking  up  of  many  loofc  and  vagrant  people,  chiefly  in  the  ftreets  of  Lon- 
don and  Weftminfter,  and  other  idle  and  diflblute  perfons,  who  by  merchants  and  mafters  of 
fcips  were  for  many  years  fpirited  away,  as  they  then  termed  it,  to  thofe  colonies. 

As  to  what  the  Dutch  have  done  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  the  way  of  colonies,  it  was  either  by 
war  or  for  traffic,  by  erefting  of  ftrong  forts  on  the  fea-coafts,  where,  as  at  the  Cape  of^Good 
Hope,  and  in  the  ifles  of  Ceylon,  Java,  &c.  they  have  moftly  made  ufe  of  the  natives  for  plan- 
tation and  cultivation  :  and  thirs  has  alfo  been  partly  the  cafe  with  the  Spanifti  and  Portuguefc 
greater  colonies  in  America  ;  but  not,  in  any  great  degree,  in  thofe  of  France,  from  which 
laft  populous  kingdom,  immenfe  numbers  of  people  have  been  fent  to  their  colonics  in 
America. 

The  following  extrafts  from  an  account  printed  in  the  year  1642,  of  feveral  naval  charges 
and  equipments  of  the  years  164O,  1641,  and  1642,  by  order  of  Parliament,  will,  in  part,  fliew 
the  immenfe  difference,  both  in  refpeft  to  ftrength  and  expence,  between  our  Englifli  navy 
then  and  nowf  viz, 
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27,610 
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— 

27,122 
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4 

— 

21,056 
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1642  I.  The  charge  often  of  the  King's  fhips,  and  ten  merchant-lhips  employed 
on  the  narrow  feas,  in  the  year  1641  —  — 

2.  Ordinary  of  the  navy,  for  the  year  1640 

3.  for  the  year  1641 

4.  -; for  the  year  1642 

5.  Charge  for  the  viAualler  of  the  navy,  for  the  ordinary  expence  of  the 

year  1642  —  —  —  —  —  7,655  17    9 

6.  The  exemptions  of  the  office  of  ordnance,  for  the  years  1641,  and  1642, 

together  —  —  —  —  —  —        5,443  12    0 

7.  Charge  of  fetting  forth  fifteen  of  his  Majefty's  (hips  for  the  narrow  feas, 

in  the  year  1642,  for  eight  months,  to  the  treafurer  of  the  navy  —  48,368  10    0 

8.  Ditto,  for  twenty-four  merchant-fhips,  for  the  fame  year  and  time  81,758  8  0 
^.  For  vitEtualling  the  faid  fifteen  King's  fhips  for  that  time  ,  —  ^7>359  16  6 
In  this  fame  year  1642,  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company,  obferving  that  the  native  Indi- 
ans of  Chili  were  inveterately  incenfed  againft  their  conquerors,  the  Spaniards,  had  flattered 
themfelves  that  they  (hould  be  able  to  make  an  eafy  conqaeft  of  that  fine  country.  For  tliis 
end  they  fitted  out  a  fquadron  of  fhips,  hoping  thereby  to  pofTefs  themfelves  of  fome  of  their 
gold  mines.  At  firft,  indeed,  they  defeated  a  party  of  Spaniards  in  that  country,  and  gained 
over  fome  of  the  caciques,  or  chiefs  of  the  native  Indians,  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with  them 
^ainft  the  Spaniards;  which  encouraged  the  Dutch  to  ere£l  a  fort  at  Baldivia,  and  to  propofc 
a  commercial  correfpondence  with  the  natives  :  yet  the  latter,  through  fome  mifchancc  or 
other,  becoming  jealous  of  their  proceedings,  the  Hollanders  were,  in  the  end,  obliged  tore- 
tire  from  Chili,  to  that  part  of  Brafil  which  was  at  this  time  in  tlieir  pofleffion. 

In  this  fame  year  1642,  Cardinal  .Richlieu  had  attempted  to  ere£k  afrefh  company  of  French 
merchants  to  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies  :  but  although  they  fent  out  a  fhip  every  year  for  India, 
yet  moft  of  thofe  fhips  were  either  entirely  lofl,  or  elfe  moft  of  their  failors  died  from  diflem- 
pers.  And  although  they  made  great  attempts  to  fettle  a  permanent  colony  at  Madagafcar, 
yet  it  did  not  fucceed  ;  and  fo  this  third  company  came  to  nothing.  Yet  fome  private  mer- 
chants from  St.  Maloes  fent  fliips  to  India,  which,  it  is  faid,  for  a  while,  turned  out  to  feme 
account,  but  afterwards  was  dropped. 

In  Dr.  Harris's  Colleftion  of  Voyages,  p.  608,  to  610,  we  learn.  That,  in  tlie  *faid  year 
1642,  two  Dutch  fliips  failed  from  Batavia,  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  on  difcovery  fouthward. — 
They  found  a  new  pafTage  by  fea  to  the  fouth  of  New  Holland,  Vandiemanfland,  &c.  Coming 
to  New  Zeland,  in  forty-two  degrees  ten  minutes,  fouth  latitude,  they  there  found  a  cruel, 
barbarous  people,  who  murdered  four  of  their  men.  Thence  tliey  failed  north-weft,  amongft 
many  iflands,  to  fome  of  which  they  gave  the  names  of  Amfterdam,  Rotterdam,  &c.  Thence 
they  failed  weft  about,  to  New  Guinea,  and  thence  home  to  Batavia,  after  being  out  about 
ten  montlis. 

1643  In  March  1642-3,  the  Englifh  Lords  and  Commons,  in  Parliament,  made  an  ordinance, 
without  the  King,  for  raifing  thirty-four  thoufand  one  hundred  and  eight  pounds  ten  fhillings 
per  week,  which  amounts  to  one  million  feven  hundred  and  feventy-three  thoufand  fix  hun- 
iJred  and  forty-nine  pounds  fixteen  fhillings  per  annum. — Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p.  150. 

By  this  ordinance  of  the  faid  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament,  in  the  year  1643,  the 
fines  for  being  made  free  of  the  Company  or  Society  of  the  Merchant-adventurers  of  England 
were  doubled,  viz.  one  hundred  pounds  for  a  Londoner,  and  fifty  pounds  for  one  in  any 
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^643*  of  the  out-ports;  with  power  alfo  for  this  fociety  to  imprifon  fuch  as  refufed  to  pay  the  faid 
lines.  The  words  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  being  one  of  the  firft  afts 
or  ordinances  iflued  by  their  fole  authority,  without  having  the  royal  aflent  to  it,  are  as  fol- 
low, viz. 

*^  That  this  company  having  been  found  very  ferviceaWe  and  profitable  to  this  ftate,  and 
**  efpecially  to  the  ancient  and  great  trade  of  cloathing,  this  fellowfliip  fhall  therefore  conti- 
**  nue  and  be  a  corporation,  with  power  to  levy  monies  on  its  members  and  Aheir  goods,  for 
"  the  neceflary  charge  and  maintenance  of  their  government.  And  that  no  pcrfon  Ihalt  trade 
within  their  limits  but  freemen  of  the  corporation,  upon  forfeiture  of  their  goods.  Pro- 
vided, 

"  I.  That  this  company  (hall  not  exclude  any  perfon  from  his  freedom  therein,  who  (hall 
•*  defire  it  by  way  of  redemption  ;  if  fuch  perfon,  by  their  cuftom,  be  capable  thereof,  hath 
•*  been  bred  a  merchant,  and  (hall  pay  one  hundred  pounds  for  the  fame,  if  a  freeman  of  Lon- 
•*  don,  and  trades  from  that  port;  or  fifty  pounds  if  not  free  of  London,  and  trades  not  from 
**  that  port.  They  (hall  have  power  to  imprifon  members  in  matters  of  government,  and  ta 
*'  adminifter  fuch  oaths  to  them  as  Ihall  be  approved  by  Parliament.     Provided, 

**  IL  That  all  rights  confirmed  by  aft  of  Parliament,  or  ancient  charters,  (hall  be  hereby 
"  faved.  And  it  was  ordered,  that  a  bill  be  prepared  for  the  pafling  an  aft  in  this  prefent 
**-  Parliament,  for  further  fettling  and  confirming  the  privileges  of  this  fellow(hip;  and  this 
•*  ordinance,  in  the  mean  time,  to  remain  in  force." 

But  this  was  in  confideration  of  no  lefs  a  fum  than  thirty  thoufand  pounds^  advanced  to  the 
Parliament  by  the  faid  fellowfliip  of  Merchant-adventurers. 

In  the  fame  year  1643,  there  came  out  a  fimilar  ordinance  of  Parliament  in  favour  of  the 
Levant  or  Turkey  Company,  declaring,  ^*  That,  for  the  encouragement  of  that  fellowfhip, 
**  which,  befide  the  building  and  maintaining  of  divers  great  (hips,  and  the  venting  of  kerfies, 
**  fayes,  perpetuanas,  and  other  commodities,  hath  been  found  very  ferviceable  to  this  Hate, 
•'  by  advancing  of  navigation,  and  tranfporting  Into  foreign  parts,  for  feveral  years  together, 
•*  above  twenty  thoufand  broad-cloths  yearly,  befides  other  commodities,  dyed  and  dre(reJ 
"  in  their  full  manufafture.  And,  for  the  better  government  and  regulating  of  trade,  the 
•*  faid"  fellowfhip  (hall  continue  to  be  a  corporation,  and  (hall  have  the  free  choice  and  remo— 
**  val  of  all  officers,  &c.  who  are  to  be  maintained  by  them  either  at  home  or  abroad  ;  whe- 
"  ther  ambaflTadors-,  gdfvernors,  deputies,  confuls,  &c.  And  (hall  have  power  to  levy  monies^ 
**  on  its  members,  and  on  ftrangers,  upon  all  goods  (hipped  in  Englifli  bottoms,  or  on  (Iran- 
**  gcrs  bottoms,  going  to  or  coming  from  the  Levant :  for  the  fupply  of  their  own  neceflary. 
*^  expence,  as  well  as  for  fuch  fums  of  money  as  (hall  be  advanced  for  the  ufe  and  benefit  of 
**  the  ftate,  by  the  approbation  of  Parliament."  (As  we  have  feen  by  the  firfl:  before-recited 
ordinance,  that  the  Merchant-adventurers  fellowfhip  paid  thirty  thoufand  pounds  ;  fo,  doubt— 
kfs,  this  laft-named  company  advanced  fome  fuch  fum  for  the  ufe  of  the  Parliament  5  who,  in 
return,  gave  them  thefe  ordinances,  and  their  fubfequent  afts,  by  way^of  new  charters  of  privi- 
leges.) *'  And  no  perfon  (hall  bring  from  or  fend  goods  or  (hips  into  the  limits  of  their  charter, 
^  **  but  fuch  as  are  free  brothers,  or  otherwife  licenfed  by  the  corporation,  on  pain  of  forfeiture 
**  of  the  whole,  orotherlelTer  penalty  to  be  impo fed  by  this  corporation  on  their  goods  orfliips. 
"  None  (hall  be  excluded  from  the  freedom  of  this  corporation  who  fhall  defire  it  by  \¥ay  of 
•*^  redemption,  if  fuch  perfon  be  a  mere  merchant,  and  otherwife  capable  thereof;  and  (hall  pay 
•*  fifty  pounds  for  the  fame,  if  above  twenty-feven  years  of  age,  or  tweiity-five  pounds  if 
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1643  "  under  that  age,  or  fo  much  lefs  as  dicir  fcUowftiip  fhall  think  fitting.  They  may  alfo  im- 
**  pofe  fines  on  perfons  wittingly  contemning  or  difobcying  their  orders ;  but  not  to  exceed 
**  twenty  pounds  for  any  one  offence.  And,  in  default,  to  diftrain  the  goods  of  perfons  f® 
**  fined  :  and  if  no  fufficient  diflrefs  can  be  found,  to  imprifon  their  perfons  till  they  pay  their 
*'  fines,  or  otherwife  give  fatisfaftion. — They  fliall  have  power  alfo  to  give  fuch  oaths  as  fhall 
•*  be  approved  by  Parliament : — Provided,  that  all  rights  or  charters,  granted  under  the  broad 
**  fcal  of  V.ngland,  or  otherwife,  fhall  be  hereby  faved.  It  is  alfo  ordained,  that,  with  all 
*'  convenient  expedition,  a  bill  fhall  be  prepared,  to  pafs  into  an  aft  of  this  prefent  Parliament, 
*^  for  the  further  fettling  and  full  confirmation  of  tiiis  fcUowfhip's  privileges,  &c.  And  this 
^*  ordinance  to  remain  in  full  force  till  then." 

Even  fo  late  as  this  year,  we  find  that  the  knowledge  of  the  northern  parts  of  the  terraque- 
ous globe  was  flill  very  imperfeft  :  thus,  not  only  Dr.  Heylin,  in  his  Cofmography,  and  other 
Englifh  geographers,  continued  to  place  the  fuppofed  great  iile  of  Fricfland  on  their  maps,  but 
likewife  Morifotus,  in  his  Orbis  Maritiraus,  publifhed  at  Dijon  in  this  year,  mentions  the 
great  ifle  of  Friefland,  weft  of  Norway,  and  larger  than  that  of  Iceland.  Poffibly,  and  very 
probably,  the  vaft  country  ufually  called  Old  Greenland,  was  meant  by  them  for  that  fuppo- 
fed ifland. 

In  the  faid  year,  one  Brower,  or  Brewer,  a  Dutchman,  failed  into  the  great  South  Sea, 
through  a  paffage  fince  called  by  his  name,  cafb  of  the  Strait  of  Le  Mairc,  mentioned  under 
the  year  16 16,  and  fo  round  by  Cape  Horn,  as  ufual. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  exclufive  privileges  of  the  Dutcli  Eaft  India  Company  expiring,  the 
fame  were  renewed  for  twenty-feven  years  longer,  in  confidcxation  of  tlicir  paying  the  fum  of 
«one  million  fix  hundred  thoufand  guilders,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  It  is  unncceffary  to 
add,  in  this  place,  that  thofe  privileges  have  fince  been  renewed,  from  time  to  time,  to  our 
days  ;  and  that,  on  every  fuch  renewal,  the  Company  advanced  confiderable  fums  of  money 
for  the  fame. 

The  French  now  firft  planted  the  Caribbee  ifle  of  St.  Bartholomew,  in  the  latitude  of  fixtccn 
-degrees,  about  five  miles  north  of  St.  Chriflopher.  It  has  but  little  ground  fit  for  cultivation; 
yet  it  is  faid  to  have  plenty  of  lignum  vitae  and  iron -wood.  It  is  unfafe  for  fhipping,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  many  rocks  which  furround  it.  It  has  been  feveral  times  in  French  and  Englifh 
hands,  by  turns.  In  November  1746,  the  Englifk,  from  Antigua,  furprized  it,  and  carried 
off  four  hundred  white  people,  and  three  hundred  negroes.  It  is  about  five  leagues  in  circum- 
.ference. 

By  an  ordinance  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  the  duty  on  our  plantation  tobacco  was  now 
made  four-pence  per  pound  weight.  Yet,  in  the  following  year,  by  another  ordinance,  they 
reduced  it  to  three-pence  per  pound,  cuftom  andexcife  together;  **  they  finding,"  as  that  or- 
dinance expreffes  it,'  **  that  the  duty  of  four-pence  had  fomewhat  intermitted  the  trade  in  that 
*•  commodity.*' — Which  fhcws,  that  tobacco  was  by  this  time  become  a  trade  worth  the  en- 
couragement of  Parliament. 

The  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament,  at  Weftminfter,  now  laid  a  tax,  for  the  enfuing 
year,  on  beer  and  ale  in  all  counties  within  the  limits  of  their  power,  calling  it  by  a  new  word, 
€xcifi.  In  which  ordinance  they  alfo  laid  a  duty  of  four  (hillings  per  pound  on  foreign  tobacco, 
.and  two  fhillings  on  Englifh  tobacco ;  fix  pounds  on  every  ton  of  wine  retailed,  and  three 
pounds  per  ton  for  private  confumption  :  a  duty  alfo  on  raifins,  fugar,  currants,  cloth  of  gold 
and  filver  tiirue,*and  damalk  table-linen ;  which  fhews  that  tliey  were  in  great  want  of  xnoBcy- 
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1643  AnJ  the  King*s  Parliament,  then  fitting  at  Oxford,  impofed  the  like  taxes  on  all  within  their 
power,  and  never  met  more  at  all.  The  city  of  London's  teal  for  the  Parliament  was  fo  great, 
)SiS,  according  to  Rulhworth,  vol.  iii.  p.  2,  tb  agree  to  a  weekly  payment  often  thoufand  pounds, 
cxclufive  of  Weftminfter,  and  the  other  fuburbs,  being  at  the  rate  of  five  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum  ;  which  fhews  the  great  wealth  as  well  as  zeal  of  that  city.  Yet 
it  is  fcarcely  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  city  ciould  have  conftantly  paid  fo  great  an  affeffiaent. 

At  this  time  one  Kephler,  a  Dutchman,  firft  brought  into  England  the  knowledge  of  the 
fine  fcarlet-dye,  called  the  Bow-dye,  as  being  firft  praftifed  at  the  village   of  Bow-,  near 
London. 
1644      In  Sir  James  Ware's  Gefla  Hibcrnorum,  by  way  of  annals,  p.  181,  under  the  year  1644, 
he,  or  rather  his  continuator,  gives  the  following  account  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  viz* 

Auguft  8.     The  citizens  of  Dublin  were  numbered,  and  found  to  be,  of 

Proteftants      { ^SjS  men.  ^    .^        f  1202  men. 

1 2986  women,  ,  j^ii\^iii^      I  j^5  women. 

Total  Proteftants    5551  Total  Papifts     2608 

Total  Papifts  2608 


Total  of  both  8159 

As  the  city  of  Dublin  is  the  capital  of  Ireland,  the  refidence  of  tlie  King's  Lieutenant,  and 
of  all  the  courts  of  law,  as  well  as  the  ufual  place  for  holding  the  Parliament,  &c.  I  think  it 
impoifible  that  this  cenfus  can  be  of  any  other  than  adult  perfons  alone,  to  approach  near  to 
any  probability  of  truth.  If  therefore  there  be,  as  ufually  computed,  at  leaft  two  childrcrt  to 
each  adult  perfon,  then  —  —  —  —  8159 

Multiplied  by  2,  gives  —  ^^  16318 


Total  men,  women,  and  children  -  24477 

This  was  but  a  fmall  number  compared  to  the  number  in  that  city  at  this  time;  which  fince 
then  has  greatly  increafed,  more  efpecially  (ince  the  accefiion  of  the  prelent  royal  family  i 
fo  that  they  are  now  computed  to  amount  to  confiderably  above  one  hundred  thoufand  fouls. 
We  have  elfewherc  obfervcd,  that  the  toll  exaSed  by  the  crown  of  Denmark  for  all  foreign 
fhips  pailing  to  and  from  the  Baltic  Sea,  tlirough  the  Sound  of  Elfinore,  was  owing  to  the  pro- 
teftion  thofe  fhips  received  from  the  caftle  of  Cronenburg,  for  a  fafeguard  from  pirates,  who 
were  numerous  in  that  fea  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries,  and  alfo  for  light-houfes 
crc£led  by  Denmark,  for  the  direflion  of  fhipping  in  dark  nights.  About  the  time  the  Dutch 
ihook  ofiT  the  yoke  of  Spain,  Denmark  made  unreafonable  demands  on  them :  but,  in  this 
year  1644,  the  Hollanders  aided  the  Swedes  in  their  invafion  of  Denmark,  whereby  the  latter 
loft  part  of  their  dominions  to  Sweden.  This  brought  on  a  treaty,  in  the  following  year, 
1645,  whereby,  after  numberlcfs  difputes  between  Denmark  and  Sweden,  for  the  former's  ob- 
liging the  fhips  of  the  latter  nation  to  pay  toll  in  the  found,  as  other  nations  did,  and  ftill  do ; 
the  crown  of  Sweden  was  now  powerful  enough  to  compel  Denmark,  by  a  folemn  treaty,  at 
Chriftianople,  to  give  up  all  right  for  the  future  to  demand  any  toll  whatever  on  Swedifh. 
fhips,  having  only  their  own  merchandize,  pafiing  the  Sound ;  yet  they  were  fUU  bound  to 
pay  toll  for  the  merchandize  of  other  nations  in  their  bottoms. 
You  IL  3  ^  Moreover^ 
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1644  Moreover,  at  the  faid  treaty,  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  renewed  fovvfin 
treaties  with  Denmark ;  and  hereby  the  Dutch  fettled  the  moderate  toll  they  were  thencefor- 
ward to  pay  at  pafling  the  Sound,  being  about  twenty -five  pounds  fierling  for  a  ihip  of  two 
hundred  tons :  to  which  France  and  England  alfo  agreed. 

By  the  third  article  of  this  treaty  it  is  exprefsly  ftipulate  d  that  the  fearching  of  Dutch  fhipr 
and  goods  paffing  the  Sound  fhall  ceafe,  and  entire  credit  (hall  be  given  to  the  mariners  pro- 
ducing  their  cockets.  And  the  tolls  now  agreed  on  fliall  continue  the  fame  for  forty  years  to 
come. 

1645  We  have  feen,  under  the  year  1640,  that  the  royal  mint  in  the  Tower  of  London  had,  for 
fome  years  before  that  period,  been  made  ufe  of  as  a  kind  of  bank  or  dcpofit,  for  the  fafety  of 
merchants  to  lodge  their  cafh  therein.  But  King  Charles  the  Firft  having,  in  that  year,  made 
free  with  their  money  therein,  the  mint  loft  its  credit  in  that  refpeft.  After  which,  the  mcrr 
chants  and  traders  of  London  generally  truftcd  tlieir  cafti  with  their  fervants,  urttil  the  breaking 
out  of  the  civil  war,  when  it  was  very  cuftomary  for  their  apprentices  and  clerks  to  leave  their 
mafters,  and  go  into  the  army.  Whereupon,  in  fuch  unfettled  times,  merchants,  not  longer 
daring  to  confide  in  their  apprentices,  began  firft,  about  this  year  1645,  to  lodge  their  necef- 
fary  cafh  in  goldfmiths  hands,  both  to  receive  and  pay  for  them  :  until  which  time,  the  whole 
and  proper  bufinefs  of  London  goldfmiths  was,  to  buy  and  fell  plate,  and  foreign  coins  of 
gold  and  filver,  to  melt  and  cull  them,  to  coin  fome  at  the  mint,  and  with  the  reft  to  fupply 
the  refiners,  plate-makers,  and  merchants,  as  they  found  the  price  to  vary.  This  account  of 
the  matter,  we  have  from  a  fcarce  and  moft  curious  fmall  pamphlet,  publifhed  in  the  year 
1676,  entitled.  The  Myftery  of  the  new-fafliioned  goldfmiths  or  Bankers  difcovered,  in  only 
eight  quarto  pages.  Our  faid  author  further  obferves,  *•  That  this  new  banking  bufinefs  foon 
**  grew  very  confiderable.  It  happened,"  fays  he  "  in  thofe  times  of  civil  commotion,  that 
**  the  Parliament,  out  of  the  plate,  and  from  the  old  coin  brought  into  the  mint,  coined  fcvcn 
•*  millions  into  half-crowns  ;  and  there  being  no  mills  then  in  ufe  at  the  mint,  this  new  mcf- 
«*  ney  was  of  a  very  unequal  weight,  fometimes  two-pence  and  three-pence  difference  in  an 
•*  ounce ;  and  moft  of  it  was,  it  feems,  heavier  than  it  ought  to  have  been,  in  proportion  to 
•*  the  value  in  foreign  parts.  Of  this  the  goldfmiths  made  naturally  the  advantages  ufual  in 
*•  fuch  cafes,  by  picking  out  or  culling  the  heavieft,  and  melting  them  down,  and  exporting 
**  them.  It  happened  alfo,  that  our  gold  coins  were  too  weighty,  and  of  thefe  alfo  they  took 
«*  the  like  advantage. 

**  Moreover,  fuch  merchants  fervants  as  ftill  kept  their  mafters  running  cafh,  had  fallen 
**  into  a  way  of  clandeftinely  lending  the  fame  to  the  goldfmiths,  at  four-pence  percent,  per 
«*  diem  ;  who,  by  thefe,  and  fuch-like  means,  were  enabled  to  lend  out  great  quantities  of 
**  cafh  to  necelfitous  merchants  and  others,  weekly  or  monthly,  at  high  intereft ;  and  alfo  be- 
**  gan  to  difcount  the  merchants  bills  at  the  like,  or  an  higher  rate  of  intereft.  That,  iBuch 
•*  about  the  fame  time,  they  (the  goldfmiths,  or  new-fafliioned  bankers)  began  to  receive  the 
**  rents  of  gentlemen's  eftates,  remitted  to  town,  and  to  allow  them,  and  others,  who  put 
**  cafh  into  their  hands,  fome  intereft  for  it,  if  it  remained  but  for  a  fingle  month  in  tlicir 
•'  hands,  or  even  a  lefler  time.  This  was  a  great  allurement  for  people  to  put  their  money 
«*  into  their  hands,  which  would  bear  intereft  till  the  day  they  wanted  it,  (fomewhat  like  our 
Englifh  Eaft  India  Company's  bonds.)  And  they  could  alfo  draw  it  out  by  one  hundred 
*«  pounds,  or  fifty  pounds,  &c.  at  a  time,  as  they  wanted  it,  with  infinitely  lefs  trouble  than 
••  if  they  had  lent  it  out  on  either  real  or  perfonal  fecurity.  The  confequencc  was,  that  it 
t  quickly 
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1645  **  quickly  brought  a  great  quantity  of  cafh  into  their  hands ;  fo  that  the  chief  or  greateft  of 
**  them  were  now  enabled  to  fupply  Cromwell  with  money  in  advance  otx  the  revenues,  as 
**  his  occaiions  required,  upon  great  advantages  to  themfelves. 

**  After  the  refloration.  King  Charles  being  in  want  of  money,"  (this  was  a  bold  pamph- 
let at  this  time ;  but,  although  it  was  printed,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  ever  been  publifhed, 
there  being  neither  bookfellcr's  nor  printer's  name  prefixed)  "  the  bankers  took  ten  per  cent, 
of  him  barefacedly,"  as  out  author  exprcflcs  it;  **  and,  by  private  contrafts  on  many  bills, 
orders,  tallies,  and  debts  of  that  King,  they  got  twenty,  fometimes  thirty  per  cent,  to  the 
■'  great  ciflionour  of  the  government.  This  great  gain  induced  the  goldfmiths  more  and 
more  to  become  lenders  to  the  King  ;  to  anticipate  all  the  revenue ;  to  take  every  grant  of 
Parliament  into  pawn,  as  foon  as  it  was  given  ;  alfo  to  outvie  each  other  in  buying  and  ta- 
king to  pawn  bills,  orders,  and  tallies:  fo  that,  in  efFeft,  all  the  revenue  paffed  through 
**  their  hands." — And  fo  they  went  on,  till  the  fatal  ihutting  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  year 
1672 ;    which  will  be  noted  in  its  place. 

Since  the  happy  revolution,  in  the  year  1688,  our  legiflatOrs  have  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
the  crown  alone  to  make  anticipations  on  Parliamentary  grants,  which  can  only  be  done  by  a 
claufe  or  claufes  in  fuch  refpeftive  ftatutes. 

In  this  fame  year  1645,  the  celebrated  and  moft  learned  Hugo  Grotius  departed  this  life.— 
He  was  a  great  pliilofopher  and  divine,  as  well  as  an  hiflorian  and  politician;  and  wrote  in 
defence  of  the  independence  of  his  country  of  Holland  againft  Spain ;  and  of  the  abfolutc 
freedom  of  the  navigation  on  the  fea,  againft  all  mankind,  with  the  greateft  ftrength  of 
judgment. 

By.  a  treaty  of  commerce  now  concluded  between  the  Queen  Regent  of  France,  in  the  mi- 
nority of  Louis  XIV.  and  the  King  and  kingdom  of  Denmark,  it  was  ftipulated,  among  other 
things,  "  That  French  Ihips,  or  fhips  hired  or  laded  by  Frenchmen,"  (France  had  fo  few 
trading  fhips  of  her  own  at  thofe  times,  that  this  defcription  was  very  neccflary)  *«  puffing  the 
**  famous  Sound  of  Denmark,  whitherfoever  they  may  be  bound  or  may  come  from,  or  what 
foever  they  may  have  on  board,  fliall  not  be  obliged  to  pay  any  more  toll  than  that  agreed 
this  fame  year  in  a  table  of  this  toll  with  the  Dutch."  And  the  French  Ihall  pay  tlic  fame 
^or  fea-beacons  and  lires  as  the  Dutch  pay.  And  that  both  kingdoms  (hall  in  general  enjoy 
freedom  of  commerce  in  each  other^s  refpeftive  kingdoms. 

In  the  Colleftion  of  Orders,  Ordinances,  and  Declarations  of  Parliament,  printed  for 
E.  Hufband,  Printer  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  folio,  in  the  year  1646,  we  have  a  lift, 
p.  665,  of  the  public  navy,  and  alfo  of  the  merchant-fliips,  fet  forth  in  the  fummer  1645,  by 
order  of  Parliament,  viz. 

Tons. 

I  Ship  (Vice-admiral  Blyth)  of    -    875    

I   Ship  of  —  —         600  ■ 

I  Ship  (Rear-admiral  Owen)  of         575    > 

I  Ship  of  —  —  557 - 

I   Ship  of  -^     —         ^20    — — 

I  Ship  of  —  _  55g    

I  Ship  (under  Vife-admiral  Batten)  of  650     ■    ■ 
I  Ship  of       — i  — i         512  ■  « 

1  Ship  of  —  —  500  ■ 
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1645.  The  reft  confided  of  fevcnteen  fmaller  (hips  from  four  hundred  tons,  and  one  hundred 
aad  ten  men,  and  twenty-eight  guns,  down  to  eighty  tons,  forty-five  men,  and  eight  guns. 
So  that  here  is  only  one  (hip  which  might  poflibly  be  admitted,  in  our  days,  into  a  hne  of 
battle.. 

The  Royal.  Sovereign,  built  ten  years  before,  and  perhaps  feveral  other  large  fhips  of  war, 
were  either  ftill  under  the  King's  command^  or  elfe  were  not  as  yet  judged  necellary.  There 
were  alio  fix  pinks  and  frigates,  or  each  fifty  tons  burthen  ;  and  eighteen  merchant-fliips,  from 
four  hundred  and  five  tons,  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  men,  and  twenty-nine  guns,  dowa 
to  one  hundred  and.  fix  tons,  fifty-nine  men,  and  twelve  guns.  Probably  this  was  the  grcateft 
part  of  the  Parliament's  naval  force. 

At  this  time,  however,  tliere  arofe  a  great  coldnefs  and  jealoufy  between  this  Parliament 
and  the  Dutch  republic ;  the  Hollanders,  through  the  Prince  of  Orange's  influence,  having 
Ihewn  a  manifeft  partiality  to  the  King's  fide>  which  the  Parliament,  at  this  time,  clofely  ar- 
gued with  the  States-General,,  in  a  long  and  fliarp  declaration  or  remonftrance,  printed  in  the 
faid  book  of  ordinaaccs.  The  Parliament,  therefore,  foon  found  it  needful  to  incrcafe  their 
marine,  as^forefeeing  a  ftorm  from  that  (juarter. 
1^646  By  an  ordinance  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament,  In  the  year  1646,  it  was  en- 
afted.  That  from  the^  twenty- fourth  of  February,  1645,  ^^^  ^i'^*  **  The  court  of  wards  and 
**  liveries,  and  all  wardlhips,  liveries,  primier-feifins,  and  ouftre-les-mains,  be  taken  away. 
*'  And  that  all  tenures  by  homage,  and  all  fines,,  licences,  feizures,  and  pardons  for  alicna* 
**  tion,  be  likewife  taken  away  :  as  alfo,  thait  all  tenures  by  knights-fervicc,  either  of  his  Ma- 
«*  jefty  or  of  others,  or  by  knights-fervice,  or  foccage  in  capite  of  his  Majcfty,  be  turned  into. 
*^  free.and, common  foccage/' — Which  ordinance  was  amply  confirmed  by  an  aft  of  the  Pro-- 
teftor  and  his  Parliament,  in  the  year  1656. 

The  removal  of  thefc  ancient  badges  of  Norman  ftrvitude,.  or  fbmethihg  too  near  a-kin  to 
flavery,  was  thought  fo  reafonable,  tlK)ugh  now  enafted  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  alone, 
without  the  King,- with  whom  they  were  now  at  war,  that,  upon  the  reftoration  of  King, 
Charles  the  Second,  it  was  confirmed  by  a  legal  aft. of  the  legiflature,  as  will  be  fcen  in  its^ 
place.  Servitude  or  vaflalage  is,  in  its  confequences,  ever  obftruftive  of  commerce  and  Jnduf- 
try,  and  therefore  proper,  to  be  removed  ia  all  free  and  wife  ^governments.  In  a  fawning  letter 
from  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  Queen*s  Elizabeth's  fecrctary^  to  King  James  of  Scotland,  in  th^  year 
1601,  amongft  odier  points,  he  exhorts  him  Jn  the  following  words,  «<  Todiflb'lve  the  court  of 
•*  wards  in  England,"  (oiuthefuppofition  of  his  undoubtedly  fiicceeding  that  Queen)  "being 
•^  the  ruin  of  all  the  noble.and.aacicnt  families  of  this  realm,  by  bafe  matches  and  evilcduca-- 
^  tion  of  children,  by  which  no  revenue  of'the  crown  wiin)e  defrayed." — Vide  the  Appendix 
to  Dr..Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  Sco t land r, vol.  ii.  p.  117,  publifixed  in  the  year  1759. 

By  another  printed  ordinaoce  of  tbeXaid  Lord$  and  Comnxons,  in  1646,  'we  fee  fomewhat 
of  the. Hate,  of  the  then  commerce  of- and  to  the  Ehglifli  American  plantations ;  reciting, 
**- that  whereas  the  feveral  plantations  of  Virg^ia,  Bermudas,  Barbadoes,  and  other  places  of. 
**  Amarica,.havc  beea  much  beneficial  to  this  k'ifigddm,  by  the  increafe  of  navigation,. and: 
**  of  the  cuftoms  arifing  from  the  conwnodities  of  the  growth  of  thofe  plantations  imported' 
*«  into- this  kingdom.     And  as  goods  and  neceflaries  carried  thither  from  hence  have  not 
**  hitherto  paid  any  cuftom;.  for  the  better, carrying  on  .of  the. faid  plantatioas,  it  is  now  or- 
«<  dained  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament,  that  all  merchandize,  goods,  and  ne- 
**  ccflaries,  for  the  fugportationt,  uCc,,  and  expencc  of  the  faid  plantations,  (hall  pay  no  cuftom 
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1646  "  nor  duty  for  the  fame,  the  duty  of  excife  only  excepted,  for  three  years  to  come,  except 
"  to  the  plantations  in  Newfoundland ;  fecurity  being  given  here,  and  certificates  from 
*'  thence,  that  the  faid  goods  be  really  exported  thither,  and  for  the  only  ufe  of  the  faid 
**  plantations. — Provided  always,  that  none  in  any  of  the  ports  of  the  faid  plantations  do 
**  fuffer  any  fhip  oj  veflel  to  lade  any  goods  of  the  growth  of  the  plantations,  and  carry  them 
^  to  foreign  parts,  except  in  Englifh  bottoms  ;  under  forfeiture  of  the  before- named  exemp- 
•'  tiou  from  cuftoms."  Hereby  the  foundation  was  laid  for  the  navigation  a^f^s  afterward, 
v?hich  may  be  juftly  termed  the  Commercial  Palladium  of  Britain.  We  (hall  alfo  fee  this 
wife  provifo  further  legally  enaftcd  after  the  rcftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  by 
the  famous  afts  of  navigation^ 

It  is  but  too  true,  that  both  the  Englifhand  Hollanders  continued  too  long  to  deprcfs  Spain,, 
and  too  long  to  encourage  the  preponderation  of  the  power  and  ftrength  of  France  ;  whereby 
even  fo  early  as  thi5  time,  the  balance  of  power,  with  refpeft  to  thofe  two  nations,  was  much 
endangered.  Thus  the  Orange  party  in  Holland,  jealous  of  the  oppofite  democratical  party,, 
made  Admiral  Van  Trump,  in  the  years  1644 — 5 — 6,  block  up  the  ports  of  Gravelines,  Mar- 
dyk,  and  Dunkirk,  until  tliey  at  length  fell  finally  into  the  hands  of  France  i  and,  in  recom- 
pence,  France  made  many  feizures  of  Dutch  Ihips  in  the  Mediterranean,  &c.  whereby,  it  is 
laid,  the  democratical  merchants  of  Amfterdam  alone  loft  ten  millions  of  guilders* 

According  to  Savary's  Diftionaire  Univerfelle  du  Commerce,  "  the  manufacture  of  fine 
**  woollen  cloth  was  now  firft  fet  on  foot  at  Sedan,  by  three  Frenchmen,  who  had  a  patent 
•*  for  twenty  years,  to  be  the  fole  directors  of  the  manufacture  of  black  as  well  as  coloured 
**  cloths  :  and,  for  their  encouragement,  they  had  each  a  penfion  of  five  hundred  livres  for 
"  life,  and  their  children  were  thereby  nobilitated  in  France  ;  and  their  foreign  workmen  de— 
"  Glared  to  be  denizens  of  France,  free  from  being  quartered  on  by  foldiers,  and  from  all 
"  taxes  and  excifes.  The  directors  were  alfo  allowed  eight  thoufand  livres  yearly  for  carrying 
•*  on  that  manufafture  during  the  faid  terra.  And,"  adds  Savary,  '*  the  fuccefs  has  evca- 
**  exceeded  expeftatian  ;  the  Sedan  cloths  having  been  brought  to  great  perfeftion." 

Thus  we  fee,  that  Cardinal  Mazarine  trod  in  the  fteps  of  his  predeceflbr,  Ricliliau  ;>and  we 
^naot  wonder  at  the  improvements  made  by  France  in  almoft  every  fpeciei  of  manufacture,, 
when  we  fee  fuch  great  and  early  encouragements  given  to  the  promoters  of  them. 
Wheat  per  quarter,  two  pounds  eight  (hillings. — Chronicon  Prcciofura. 
1647       At  .this  time  Spain's  great  feeblenefs  and  declenfiork' was  become  extremely  apparenf.     Her 
wantof  manufactures,  product,  and  other  neceflaries,  within  herfelf,  for  the  fupplyingof  her 
vaft  American  colonies,  occafioning  all  the  gold  and  filver  brought  from  .thence  .home  to  be  paid 
away,  as  faft  as  they  received  it,  to  the  Englifh^  Dutch,,  French,  Germans,  aiid  Italians,  for 
all  kinds  of  neceflaries  for  her  faid  colonies.     Moreover,  the  fcarcity  of  people  in  Spain,  com- 
pared to  the  great  extent  of  that  country,  was  now  ladly.felt;  partly  occafioncd. by  Spain's 
having,  as  has  been  related,  formerly  driven  out  fo  vaft  a  aumber  of .  Moors  and  Jews,  and 
partly  by  permitting  fuch  numbers  of  her  people  to  gp  ovejr  from  time  to  time  entirely  lo  • 
fettle  in  America ;  fo  that  Spain  was  become  more  than  half  defolate  ;  and  even  thoie  ftill  re- 
maining in  it  were  become  the  moft  idle,  lazy,  and  indolent  foft  of  people,  of  any  civilized 
nation.     It  was  certain  they  could  not  find  people  enough  of  their  own  for  cultivating  their 
lands,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to  employ  poor  French  peafants,  as  indeed  they  have  to  this . 
time  done,,  to  come  every  year  over  the  Pyrencaa  mountains  into  Spain^  for  getting^  in  their 
haivefts^. 
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1647  Thi8  melancholy  fituatlon  in  the  reign  of  King  Philip  IV.  is  by  fomc  authors  faid  to  hte 
put  the  Spanifh  Court  upon  confultation,  in  the  year  1647,  ^^  about  the  middle  of  this  cen- 
tury, whether  it  might  not  be  advifeable  for  the  King  and  his  Court,  &c.  to  remove' to  and 
fettle  entirely  in  America  ;  in  confidcration  of  their  not  having  a  fufficicncy  of  people  for  the 
joint  prcfervation  of  the  Spanifh  dominions  both  in  Europe  and  America. 

In  the  next  fuccecding  reign  of  King  Charles  II.  Spain  grew  ftill  more  fcebk :  yet,  after 
all,  fhe  has  fince,  through  wifer  counfcls,  been  able  to  weather  mod  of  her  misfortunes,  and 
is,  in  our  days,  in  a  more  profperous  condition  than  flie  had  been  for  one  hundred  and  thirty 
years. 

The  Lords  and  Commons  of  the  Englifli  Parliarnent  now  wifely  and  abfolutely  prohibited 
the  exportation  of  Enghfh  wool.  They  alfo  iifued  a  proclamation  for  fupporting  the  privi- 
leges and  charters  of  the  fociety  of  the  Merchant-adventurers  of  England^;  who,  in  this  year, 
had  removed  their  foreign  refidcnce  or  comptoir  from  Delft  or  Dort.  And  our  woollen  trade 
at  this  time  was  in  a  very  profperous  condition. 

Yet,  through  many  various  misfortunes,  and  efpecially  the  many  encroachments  and  cruel- 
ties of  the  Dutch  Company,  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company's  trade  feems  to  have  been,  at 
this  time,  almoft  quite  funk,  or  at  lead  much  decayed. 

It  was  about  this  year  that  the  Carihbee  iile  of  Marigalantc  wa?  begun  to  be  fettled  by  the 
French.  Such  parts  of  it  as  are  plain  and  not  quite  barren  they  cultivated  very  well,  chiefly 
for  the  growth  of  tobacco  :  but  it  is  faid  to  be  in  general  very  mountainous.  Columbus,  in 
the  year  1493,  named  it  after  his  own  fhip. 

England's  wealth  and  commerce  at  this  time  was  very  confidcrable  ;  fince,  notwithftanding 
the  interruptions  which  a  fix  years  civil  war  muft  have  occafioned,  the  Lords  and  Commons 
liad  raifed  upwards  of  forty  millions  fterling,  for  the  war  againft  the  King,  between' the  years 
1641  and  1647,  or  about  fix  millions  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  thoufan^  fix  hundred  andfixty- 
fix  pounds  thirteen  fhillings  and  four-pence  per  annum, — Royal  Treafury  of  England,  oc- 
tavo, in  the  year  1725,  p.  297, — befide  what  the  King  had  raifed  in  the  counties  where  his  in* 
tereft  was  predominant. 

Wheat  per  quarter^  three  pounds  thirteen  fliillings  and  eight-pence.  Chronicon  Prc- 
ciofum. 

1648  The  pitch  and  tar  manufafturc  of  Sweden  was  in  early  times  a  very  confidcrable  part  of 
their  commerce.  The  principal  ports  from  whence  thofe  two  articles  were  of  old  cxportfed 
were  Stockholm  and  Wyburg,  for  the  fupplying  of  the  reft  of  Europe.  But  Queen  Chrif- 
tiana  having,  in  the  year  1648,  ercfted  a  joint  ftock  tar  company,  exclufivc  of  all  others, 
whereby  they  were  faid  to  have  doubled  their  capital  every  three  years,  that  monopoly  having  laid 
fuch  exorbitant  prices  on  pitch  and  tar;  and  they  obliged  themfelves  by  that  charter  to  take  off 
all  that  was  made  in  the  kingdom,  that  even  fuch  parts  of  Sweden  as  before  made  no  tar,  were 
then  obliged  to  engage  in  the  makmg  of  it;  whereby  the  quantity  thereof  became  greatly  in- 
creafed  in  fuch  parts  of  Sweden  as  were  not  within  the  limits  of  that  Company's  patent,  which 
had  nearly  ruined  that  monopolv.  However,  by  frefh  aids  it  recovered  itfelf  again ;  and  fo 
lately  as  the  beginning  of  our  prefent  century,  it  had  like  to  have  greatly  dillrcffed  England; 
though  in  the  ifTue  it  produced  much  good,  as  will  be  feen  under  the  year  1703. 

The  long  and  bloody  wars  between   the  Houfe  of  Auftria  on  one  fide,  artd  France  and 
Sweden  on  the  other  fide,  at  length  brought  on  the  famous  treaty  of  Munfter  and  Ppdcrbom, 
^r,  as  often  fliled,  the  treaty  of  Wcftphalia,  in  this  fame  year.     England  had  indeed  rto  con- 
cern 
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ably  afFefted  all  the  other  great  potentates  of  Chrifteadom  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  it  well 

defervcs  a  due  animadverfion  in  this  work,  as  far  as  more  immediately  relates  to  our  fubjeft. 

Vide  vol.  ii.  p,  335,  &c.  of  the  General  CoUeftion  of  Treaties,  in  four  volumes,  oflavo,  fe- 

cond  edition,  London,  1732. 

I.  With  refpeft  to  the  German  empire,  great  alterations  were  thereby  made  therein,  in 
favour  of  France,  Sweden,  and  Bavaria,  by  yielding  and  confirming  to  France  large  dominion's 
there:  Sweden  got  a  great  part  of  Pomcrania,  with  the  Archbifhoprick  of  Bremen,  hereby 
fecularized  and  converted  into  a  dukedom,  and  alfo  the  Biftiopric,  fince  called  the  Principa- 
lity, of  Verden ;  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  gained  all  the  Upper  Palatinate,  and  was  made  aa 
eleftor  of  the  empire. 

II.  Spain  growing  continually  more  feeble,  by  this  treaty,  found  herfelf  obliged  to  con- 
clude a  folid  and  perpetual  peace  with  the  States  General  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
the  Netherlands,  by  renouncing  all  former  claims  and  pretcnlions  on  the  faid  provinces,  and 
by  King  Philip  the  Fourth's  acknowledging  the  faid  States  General  to  be  free  and  independent 
fovereigns,  as  per  article  the  firft.  And,  indeed,  if  the  Spaniards  had  good  reafon  for  agreeing 
to  this  peace  with  the  Dutch,  as  it  was  commonly  believed  that  their  war  with  the  Hollanders 
had  coft  Spain  fo  immenfe  a  treafurc^s  fifteen  hundred  millions  of  ducats  ;  the  Dutch,  on  the 
other  hand,  had  ground  to  be  equally  pleafed  therewith,  not  only  for  the  immediate  advantage 
and  honour  thereby  redounding  to  them,  but  likewife  becaufe  they  now  began  too  plainly  to 
perceive  the  fcale  of  France  to  preponderate ;  and  that,  if  Spain  fhould  be  reduced  too  low, 
France  might  become,  as  has  fince  been  often  experienced,  a  very  dangerous  neighbour  to 
tliem,  by  robbing  Spain  of  many  of  the  nobleft  and  ftrongeft  towns  of  her  Netherlands. 

III.  This  treaty  adjufted  the  fecurity  of  the  trade  and  navigation  to  both  the  Eaft  and  Weft 
Indies. — The  rule  of  uti  pojftdetis  being  now  to  take  place  between  Spain  and  Holland,  not 
only  in  both  the  Indies,  per  article  five,  but  alfo  (with  refpcft  to  Holland  and  Portugal)  in 
Brafil,  and  on  the  weftcoafts  of  Africa,  as  far  as  Spain  had  any  claims.  Spain  was  moreover 
hereby  to  keep  her  navigation  to  the  Eaft  Indies  in  the  fame  manner  (he  then  held  it,  with- 
out being  at  liberty  to  extend  it  further.  Spain's  only  means  of  communication  with  the  Eaft 
Indies,  now  as  well  as  ever  fince,  was  from  New  Spain.  This  condition  therefore  was  pru- 
dently ftipulated  by  the  Dutch. 

Neither  were  the  inhabitants  of  the  Spanifh  Low  Countries  to  frequent  the  places  which 
tlie  Caftilians  had  in  the  Eaft  Indies. 

This  laft  part  of  the  faid  fifth  article  was  to  very  good  and  fuccefsful  purpofe  infilled  on  by 
.both  Great  Britain  and  Holland,  againft  the  late  Emperor  Charles  the  Fourth's  having  jct  up 
a  company  and  commerce  from  Flanders  to  Eaft  India,  in  our  days,  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Oftend  Company,  long  fince  fuppreffed. 

IV.  With  regard  to  the  Weft  Indies,  or  America,  die  fubjeSs  of  Spain  and  Holland  were 
by  the  fixth  article  of  this  treatv,  mutually  to  abftain  from  failing  to,  or  trading  in,  any  of 
the  harbours,  places,  &c.  poflefled  by  tlie  one  or  the  other  party  there. 

V.  The  river  Scheldt,  as  alfo  the  canals  of  Sas  and  Swyn,  and  other  mouths  of  rivers  dif- 
cm^oguing  themfelves  tliere,  were  ftipulated  to  be  kept  Ihut  on  the  fide  of  tltc  Lords  the 
States  General,  per  article  fourteen.  This  was  for  preventing  the  revival  of  the  trade  of  the 
^ncc  renowned  mercantile  city  of  Antwerp  j  and  fo  it  continues  to  this  day. 

VI.  It 
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1648  VL  It  was  ftipulatcd,  by  article  fixteen,  that  the  Hans-towns  (hould  enjoy  all  the  famt 
'rights,  privileges,  &c.  in  the  dominions  of  Spain,  which  by  this  treaty  were,  orfhouldia 
future  be,  granted  to  the  fubj  efts  of  the  States  General;  and,  reciprocally,  the  fubjefts  of  the 
States  General  were  to  enjoy  the  fame  privileges,  &c.  in  Spain  as  the  Hanfeatics ;  whether  for 
the  eftablifhing  of  confuls  in  the  capital  ports  of  Spain,  or  elfewhere,  as  (hould  be  needful,  or 
for  the  freedom  of  their  merchants,  faftors,  &c.  and  in  like  fort  as  the  faid  Hans-towns  have 
formerly  enjoyed,  or  fhall  hereafter  obtain,  for  the  fecurity  of  their  navigation  and  commerce. 
The  Dutch  were  alfo,  by  the  feventeenth  article,  to  enjoy  the  fame  privileges,  &c.  in  Spain 
as  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  fubjefts  did.  And,  by  the  eighteenth  article,  honourable  places 
were  to  be  appointed  for  the  interment  of  fuch  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  States  General  as  fliould 
happen  to  die  in  the  Spanifh  dominions.    ' 

By  the  fifty-third  article,  the  King  of  Spain  obliged  himfelf  efFeftually  to  procure  the  con- 
tinuation and  obfjrvation  of  the  neutrality  and  amity  of  the  Emperor  and  Empire  with  the 
vStates  General  of  the  United  Netherlands. 

"ftS*  There  were  in  all  feventy-nine  articles  in  this  moft  famous  treaty,  between  Spain  and 
the  States  General,  befides  a  feparate  article,  relating  to  the  freedom  of  commerce  on  both 
lides,  againft  tlie  carrying  of  contraband  goods  to  the  enemies  countries  ; — and  touching  the 
fearching  of  fliips,  paflports,  &c.  needlefs  here  to  be  particularized.  It  is  fuflScient,  upon 
the  whole,  to  obferve,  that  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  by  this  honour- 
able treaty,  gained  the  folid  and  lading  means  of  greatly  enriching  their  people,  by  improving 
and  extending  their  commerce,  already  grown  to  an  amazing  height  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  as  well 
as  in  Africa  and  Europe.  And  here  we  cannot  omit  a  circumftance,  which,  though  in  itfclf 
may  appear  inconfidcrable,  denoonftrates  the  fuperiority  of  the  Dutch  in  this  treaty,  viz* 

^*  Tlie  Count  of  Oldenburg  earneftly  requefted  the  States  General,  by  his  envoy,  to  be  in- 
•'  eluded  in  the  faid  tr-eaty ;  but,  by  decrees  of  the  twenty-third  of  May,  and  the  fixth  of 
**  Auguft,  it  was  denied  him ;  bec^ufe  he  had  for  many  years  demanded  toll  on  the  Wefer,  ia 
**  order  to  difcouragc  and  obftruft  commerce ;  efpecially  that  of  this  State." 

By  this  memorable  Wcftphalia  treaty,  France  had  the  noble  Landgraviate  of  Alfacc  yielded 
or  confirmed  to  her  by  the  empire,  with  the  prefefture  of  its  ten  imperial  cities  and  their  vil- 
lages, as  alfo  the  town  of  Brifac  and  its  villages.  France  alfo  had  hereby  the  poflcffion  of  die 
three  bishoprics  of  Metz,  Toul,  and  Verdun,  confirmed  to  her ;  and  on  the  fide  of  Lorraine 
(he  had  Mayen'vic  yielded  to  her :  alfo  on  the  fide  of  Piedmont  fhe  got  Pignerol.  By  all  which 
the  power  of  the  French  monarchy  was  greatly  increafed,  the  German  empire*  weakened,  and 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  much  altered.  France  alfo,  by  being  admitted  to  be  a  gua- 
rantee of  this  treaty,  gained  a  pretext  of  fince  frequently  intermeddling  in  the  afiairs  of  the 
German  empire,  to  her  feparate  benefit  and  aggrandizement. 

Spain,  at  this  time,  was  become  fo  feeble,  in  point  of  naval  aflBaiirs,  as  to  be  obliged  to  hut 
Dutch  veflels,  for  the  carrying  on  of  her  American  commerce. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  fortune  is  fcklom  favourable  cvery-wherc,  the  Dutch  Weft  India 
Company  was,  in  this  fame  year,  driven  out  of  Angola,  in  Africa,  by  the  Portuguefe. 

In  tliis  fame  year  alfo  was  laid  the  foundation  of  the  famous  Sudt-huys  of  Amfterdam, 
hitherto  deemed  the  moft  magnificent  ftrufture  of  that  kind  in  all  Europe- 

In  Harris's  CoUeftion  of  Voyages,  &c.  vol.  ii.  p.  223,  it  is  faid,  that  the  EngHfli  Ruffia 
Company  remained  entire  matters  of  the  commerce  to  Archangel  until  the  death  of  King 
Charles  the  Firft;  when  it  feems  the  Hollanders  having  by  that  time  gained  a  powerful  in- 
fluence 
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1649  fluence  at  the  Ruffian  court,  the  miniflers  thereof  laid  hold  of  that  opportunity,  Tinder  pretence 

of  revenge  againft  a  nation  who  had  murdered  their  King,  to  introduce  the  Dutch  into  the 
Archangel  trade,  upon  condition  of  their  paying  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  both  imports  and  ex- 
ports. Whereby  the  Hollanders  reaped  fvich  advantage  that  the  ?oli(h  Envoy,  in  the  year 
1689,  affirmed,  they  had  in  that  year  two  hundred  faftors  at  Archangel. 

This  feems  to  be  a  more  probable  ftate  of  the  Ruffian  trade,  than  that  of  the  author  of  the 
^Relation  of  the  Earl  of  Carhfle's  Embaffy  to  Ruffia,  in  the  year  1663,  who,  in  his  Introduc- 
tion, infinuates,  that  the  Czar  Alexis  Michaelowitz  had  aboli(hed  the  Company's  privileges, 
purely  out  of  refentment  for  the  difloyalty  of  fome  of  the  Members  of  our  Company  to  their 
late  Sovereign.  For,  in  faft,  their  privileges  were  abolilhed  in  tlie  year  preceding  Khig 
Charles's  death.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  this  Czar  had  cxprefled  great  indignation  againft 
thofe  concerned  in  Xing  Charles's  death,  and  that  he  had  lent  his  fon  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond, while  in  exile,  forty  tlioufand  crowns,  (King  Charles  the  Firft  having  lent  this  Czar's 
father  forty  thoufand  dollars,  befidcs  forces)  which  was  punftually  repaid. 

But  this  refentment  of  the  Czar  was  no  other,  as  above,  than  a  political  pretext,  as  appears 

i)y  the  Earl  of  Carlifle's  embaffy :    for  although  his   Loidfhip  remonftrated,  **  That  as  the 

**  foundation  of  the  good  cor refpondence  between  the  two  nations  was  laid  in  the  faid  exclu- 

"  five  privileges  granted  to  the  Englilh  Company,  who  firft eftablilhed  the  traffic  to  Archangel; 

-♦*  fo  tlie  King  his  mafter  earneftly  defired  their  re-eftabli(hment :"  yet  the  Czar  perfifted  in 

his  refufal,  even  alleging,  "  That  one  Luke  Nightingale  had  been  fecretly  fent  to  him  by 

•**  King  Charles  the  Firft,  to  defire  the  abolition  of  thofe  privileges."     A  moft  improbable 

thing.     To  which  other  frivolous  reafons  were  fuperadded.     But  it  feems  the  true  reafon  was 

the  Dutch  contraft,  as  above :  although  it  was  alleged,  "  That  the  Company  had  carried  fo- 

**  rcign  merchandize  through  Ruffia  without  paying  any  cuftom,  which  had  occafioned  a  gc- 

"  ral  complaint  of  the  Ruffia  merchants,  faftofs,  and  tradefmen  :  that  the  Englifh  engroffed 

**  all  their  trade,  and  grew  vaftly  rich,  whilft  the  Czar's  own  fubjefts  were  thereby  impoverifh- 

^*  cd." — It  was  further  fliamefully  alleged,  **  That  all  the  Englilh  merchants  to  whom  the 

**  privileges  were  firft  granted  werfe  dead,  and  that  their  privileges  expired  with  them."     To 

all  which  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  replied,  ^*  That  it  was  well  known  that  many  of  the  Englifh  ia 

-•'  Ruffia  were  loyal,  and  teftificd  an  abhorrence  of  their  King's  murders — and  that  Nightin- 

**  gale,  before-named,  was  an  impoftor,  and  was  never  employed  by  the  late  King. — That 

**  our  Company  had  never  neglefted  to  furnilh  the  Czar's  treafury  with  cloth,  tin,  lead,  pew- 

-**  ter,  and  all  other  Englifli  commodities  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  either  the  Dutch  or  Ham- 

**  burghers  could  do,  although  they  hardly  ever  could  be  paid  without  bribing  the  Czar's  offi- 

**  cers.     He  alfo  utterly  denied  the  Company's  being  guilty  of  importing  tobacco, — of  trading 

**  in  prohibited  goods, — of  carrying  foreign  goods  through  the  country  cuftom  free.   And  with 

^*  refpeft  to  the  allegation,  that  as  the  firft  merchants  were  dead,  their  privileges  died  with 

**  them — thofe  privileges  were  ever  underftood  to  have  been  granted  to  the  Englifh  nation, 

^*  and  not  to  any  particular  fet  of  individuals,  and  were  therefore  perpetual." 

The  Czar's  commiffioners  trifled  moft  egregioufly  in  their  conferences  with  my  Lord  Car- 
lifle: fo  that,  being  tired  with  delays,  his  Lordfhip  got  a  private  audience  of  the  Czar,  *«  in 
«*  which  he  reprefcnted,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  the  reafonable  grounds  of  King  Charles's  de- 
•*  firing  the  reftoration  of  the  Company's  privileges,  confirmed  by  this  very  Czar  at  his  ac- 
<*  ceffion,  in  the  year  1645. — That  the  Englifh  firft  opened  a  profitable  trade  for  Ruffia  as  well 
**  for  England,  at  the  expence  of  many  Uves,  and  the  lofs  of  ihips  and  rmoney. — That  the 
Vol.  II.  3  F  **  Eng- 
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1649  "  Engliih  kad  fought  tlie  enemies  of  Ruffia  in  the  Eaft,  or  Baltic  Sea,  when  the  neighbour. 
•*  rng  princes  had  leagued  together  to  fhut  up  Narva. — That  they  had  lent  funis  of  money  for 
**  the  wars, — furnifhed  foldiers  and  commanders  to  fight  the  enemies  of  Ruffia,  and  had  made 
•*  peace  for  them  with  the  neighbouring  princes."— Yet,  after  a  great  deal  of  pains  Uken  by 
that  Lord,  the  Czar  and  his  miniflers  peififted  in  their  refufai  of  reftoring  our  Company's  ex* 
clufive  privileges. — So  his  Lordfhip  returned  unfuccefsfully  home  in  the  year  1669.  And  all 
that  could  be  obtained  was  on4y,  that  the  Company  might  trade  to  Ruffia  on  the  fame  footing 
as  the  Dutch.  And  thus  from  thenceforth  they  have  remained  a  regulated  Company,  much, 
refembling  the  other  regulated  ones  of  the  Hamburgh  ind  Turkey  Companies  ;  each  member 
trading  on  his  own  private  bottom,  paying  a  fmall  fum  on  admiffion,  and  certain  annual  ducs^ 
for  defraying  the  general  expence  of  the  Company. 

The  Caribbee  Ifle  of  St.  Cruz,  or  St.  Croix,  had,  k  feems,  in  early  times,  been  fubjcft  ta 
many  matters  in  a-  fhort  fpace.  The  French  Hiflorian  of  tlie  Caribbees,  fo  often  already 
quoted,  obferves,  that  the  Engliih  and  Dutch  had  long  contefted  about  the  property  of  it;  and 
that,  at  length,  they  divided  it  between  them.  Yet,  in  the  year  1649,  the  Englifti  obliged  the 
Dutch  inhabitants  to  quit  the  ifland. — Soon  after,  the  Spaniards  from  Porto  Rica  invaded  It, 
burned  their  houfes,  killed  all  the  Englifh  who  refifted,  and  obliged  the  reft  to  tranfport  them- 
felves  to  Barbuda.  But  whilft  thofe  Spaniards  were  about  to  return  back  to  Porto  Rico,  two 
armed  French  (hips  arrived  there,  in  the  year  1650,  and  overpowered  the  Spaniards,  obliging 
them  to  return  forthwith  to  Porto  Rico.  Here  the  French  fettled  themfelves,  and  afterwards 
fold  it  to  the  Danilh  Weft  India  Company  at  Copenhagen. 

The  Danes  have  held  the  Caribbee  ifland- of  St.  Thomas  for  many  years  paft, ,  though  the 
exaft  year  of  its  firft  fettlementis  uncertain,  It  is  one  of  the  clufter  of  numerous  fmall  iflcs 
fituated  to  the  eaft  of  Porto  Rico,  called  the  Virgin. liles,  moft  of  which  are  uninhabited  and 
barren  :  is  about  feven  leagues  in  compafs,  being  a  free  port,  and  by  itsfituation  very  capable 
of  commerce,  efpecially  of  a  contraband  fort,  with  the  neighbouring  ifles  and  territories  of 
other  European  nations,  in  which  it  has  often  been  very  fuccefsful. 

We  have  before  related^,  thatinthe  year  1636,  King  Cliarles  I.  granted  a  monopoly  patent 
for  the  folc  coining  of  copper  or  brafs  fartliings,  although  they  were  not  ^lien  to  be  forced - 
upon  poor  people.  Yet  it  appears,  from  Mr.  Drake's  Hiftory  and  Antiquities  of  York  Git}', 
that,  in  this  year  1^49,  there  were  ftill  private  tradefmcn's  copper  halfpence  in  that  city,  of 
many  of  which,  and  particularly  one  of  this  year,  from  the  colleftion  of  James  Weft,  Efq; 
he  has  exhibited  the  prints..  He  alleges,,  that  thefc  began  firft  to  be  in  ufe  in  the  time  of  the 
Ufurpation  :  and  indeed  tlidpraftice  of  fuch  private  -copper  coins  was  not  efFeftually  reftrained, 
until  the  twenty-fourth  of  King  Charles  II.  in  the  year  1672  ;  when  the  King's  public  ones 
took  place  in  their ftead  by  his  proclamation:  whereby  farthings  and  halfpence  made  and  ufcd 
till  then  by  private  perfons  in  trade  and  commerce  were  expxefsly  prohibited  to.be  either  paid 
or  received  in  trade  any  more.  Which  was  a  very  needful  and  much-wanted  regulation,  more 
efpecially  in  retail  trades. 

From  Biftiop  Fleetwood*s  Chromcon  Preciofunv  we  learn,  that  the  market  price  of  wheat 
was,  in  this  fame  year,  four  pounds  per  quarter,  and  was  in  the  preceding  year  four  pounds 
five  fhillings,  and  in  1650  at  three  pounds  fixteen  fhillings  and  eight  pence.  Yet  in  1652,  it 
was  fo  low  as  two  pounds  nine  fhillings  and  fix  pence ;  and  in  1654,  at  one  pound  fix  Ihil- 
lings  per  quarter.  So  that  from  thefe  variations  in  fo  few  years  diftance,  no  adequate  rule  can 
be  drawn  for  judging  of  the  rate  of  living.     Probably  the  fcafons  might  be  very  uufavourablc 
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1649  in  the  three  firft  mentioned  years  ;  and  poffibly  much  corn  might  be  exported  in  thofc  years 
to  foreign  parts,  where  there  was  a  great  demand  for  it. 

An  ordinance  of  the  EngUfh  Lords  and  Commons,  madcin  this  year,  direfts  the  new  gold 
coins  of  their  commonwealth  to  be  of  twenty  (hillings,  ten  flulling«<,  and  live  fhillings  value  ; 
and  their  filver  ones  of  five  fhillings,  two  fhillings  and  fix  pence,  one  ihiiling,  fix  pence,  two 
pence,  one  penny,  and  an  halfpenny,  ^uch  finall  pieces  as  filver  halfpence  muft  have  been 
very  troublefome  :  and  had  they  then  had  regular  and  legal  copper  money,  they  could  have  had 
no  occafion  for  fuch. 

We  have  feen,  in  our  own  day^,  that  the  quarter  guineas  of  gold  coin,  and  all  tlie  filver  coin 
under  fixpenny  pieces,  arc  hoarded  up,  as  mere  baubles,  quite  out  of  circulation.  How  much 
more  fo  muft  filver  halfpence  then  have  been,  more  efpecially  as  our  coins  had  long  before 
been  reduced  to  the  fame  quantity  of  bullion  as  at  prefent  ? 

In  Thurloe's  Colle£lion  of  State  Papers,  vol.  i.  p.  127  and  226,  publiflied  in  the  year  1742, 
under  this  year,  we  learn,  that  Mr.  Strickland,  the  Englifh  Commonwealth's  Refident  in 
Holland,  acquainted  the  Englifh  Council  of  State,  tliatthe  States  General  of  the  United  Ne- 
therlands had  juft  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  King  of  Denmark,  by  which  they  farmed  of 
him  the  toll  of  the  Sound,  for  about  thirty-five  thoufand  pounds  fterling  yearly.  So  that  all 
nations  as  well  as  the  Dutch  themfelves,  were  ik)w  to  pay  this  toll  at  Amfterdam,  which  was 
always  before  coUefted  at  Elfinore.  And  even  the  Swedes,  who  before  claimed  an  exemption 
from  this  toll,  were  now  compelled  to  pay  it  at  Amfterdam  likewife. 

In  the  above-quoted  work  and  volume,  p.  227,  this  fame  year,  we  fee  a  paper,  pntitled. 
Some  Confiderations  offered,  relating  to  the  EmbafTy  for  Sweden,  by  which  we  learn,  that 
-wife  men,  even  fo  long  ago,  forefaw  of  how  much  confequence  our  continent  plantations  in 
America  might  prove  to  us  in  refpeft  of  naval  ftores.  The  words  arc  thefe,  viz.  «*  The 
**  Swedes  cannot  be  ignorant  how  that,  in  time,  our  plantations  may.  furnifh  us  with  thofc 
-•*  commodities  we  have  from  them,  and  the  utility  of  their  fending  their  commodities  to  us, 
-•*  and  the  danger  of  the  lofs  of  fuch  a  branch  of  trade  may  oblige  them  to  au  union  with  us  : 
-**  whereas  they  cannot  run  that  hazard  in  a  breach  with  Holland." 

How  much  to  our  nation's  fhame  is  this  judicious  remark  ;  fince,  after  fo  long  a  fpace,  wc 
lave  done  fo  little  for  the  bringing  of  that  to  perfeftion  wliich,  probably,  might  well  have  been 
-done  in  half  the  time,  to  our  ineflimable  benefit,  had  we  fet  about  it  more  eficftually.  Yet  fo 
far  have  we  there  advanced  already  in  the  raifing  of  feveral  kinds  of  naval  ftores,  that,  .in  half 
a  century  more,  we  have  reafon  to  hope  to  be  quite  indepeiident  of  a  nation  wliich  has  fome- 
times  taken  no  fraali  advantage  of  our  necefiity. 

In  the  before-quoted  vol.  i.  p.  129,  of  Thurloe's  authentic  Colle£lion  of  State  Papers,  in 
feven  folio  volumes^  we  fee  an  invitation  of  the  Magiftratos  of  the  city  of  Bruges  to  the  Eng- 
lifh Company  of  Merchant- Adventurers  to  return  to  that  city,  which  was  tlieir  ancient  refi- 
dence.     To  which  that  Company  replied  in  fubftance, 

**  Firft,  That  tlieir  city  muft  take  off  the  Jyccnt,  and  other  town-rights. 

**  Secondly,  That  our  Company  muft  be  fure  of  the  free  exercife  of  tlieir  religion 
**  there. — And, 

«*  Thirdly,  They  muft  alfo  be  freed  from  all  tolls  whatfoever  in  tlie  failing  up  from  the 
**  port  of  Sluys  to  Bruges.'* 
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1649  ^  '^^^  '^^  point,  I  apprehend,  was  not  then  iii  the  power  of  Bruges  to  grant,  fincc  the 
town^  port,  and  territory  of  Sluys  were  poflcffed  by  the  States  of  the  United  Netherlands ; 
which,  probably,  was  the  main  reafon  for  our  Company's  not  complying  with  that  invitation  : 
for,  as  the  reiidence,  or  comptoir,  of  this  Company  was  at  this  time  at  Dort  in  Holland,  it  is 
not  likely  that  the  Dutch,  with  whom  too  the  Englifh  Commonwealth  was  not  at  this  time  in 
very  good  terms,  would  ever  agree  to  lofe  fo  gr^at  a  benefit,  by  its  removal  to  Bruges  in  the 
dominions  of  another  potentate. 

Of  how  great  benefit  it  would  prove  to  the  Britifh  commerce  and  dominions  on  the  conti- 
nent of  North  America,  to  civilize  and  chriftianize  the  native  Indians  (even  abftrafting  from 
a  reafonable  hope  of  a  bleffing  from  Heaven  on  fuch  endeavours)  need  not  be  told  to  wife  and 
experienced  perfons,  who  know  how  much  the  French  in  Canada  were  benefited  by  fuch  a 
meafure,  to  our  great  detriment ;  they  having  had  great  numbers  of  priefts  among  their  Indians 
for  that  end  :  they  alfo  brought  the  poorer  French,  of  both  fexes,  to  intermarry  with  the  In- 
dians :  whereby  they,  in  fome  meafure,  become  one  common  nation  together. 

This  is  far  from  having  been  the  practice  in  our  Englifh  continent  plantations  :  yet" we 
ought  to  do  juflice  to  the  New  England  clergy  and  people,  by  acknowledging,  that  they  have 
done  much  more  than  all  our  other  colonies,  towards  the  Chriflianizing  of  their  Pagan  In- 
dians. To  fecond  fuch  endeavours,  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  this  year  1649,  eredled  a  cor- 
poration for  propagating  the  gofpel  amongfl  thofe  Indians,  confiding  of  a  prefident,  treafurer, 
and  fourteen  affiflants  :  and,  by  an  aft  of  that  fame  feffion  of  Parliament,  colleftions  were^ 
made  all  over  England  for  that  end,  by  which  means  that  corporation  was  enabled  to  purchafc 
an  eftate  of  about  fix  hundred  pounds  per  annum. 

This  corporation  was  legally  eflablifhed  and  incorporated  at  the  refVoration  of  King  Charles 
the  Second;  the  famous  philofopher  Mr.  Boyle  being  then  appointed  their  firft  prefident.— 
And  it  remains  a-corporation  to  this  day,  continuing  to  fend  over  miffionaries  to  the  frontiers* 
of  New  England,  &c.  with  treatifes  of  inftruftion  and  devotion  for  the  ufe  of  the  In- 
dians. They  have  alfo  erefted  fcveral  fchools  for  inftrufting  the  children  of  Indians. 
There  is  alfo  continued  to  this  day,  an  annual  colle£lion  all  over  New  England  for  the  fame 
purpofe. 

The  fait  ponds  of  the  ifle  of  Sj.  Martin's,  in  the  Wefl  Indies,  lying  in  latitude  eighteen 
degrees  fixteen  minutes^  occafioned  the  Spaniards  building  a  fort  on  it:  yet,  about  this  year 

1649,  they  difmantled  that  fort,  and  quitted  the  ifle: — whereupon,  the  Dutch  from  St.  Eu* 
ftatia  took  pofleflion  of  it.  The  French,  however,  pretending  to  have  been  pofiicfltd  of  it  be- 
fore the  Spaniards,  fent  alfo  a  colony  thither.  And  their  countryman,  whom  we  have  already 
had  frequent  occafion  to  quote,  in  the  year  1658,  fays,  that  the  French  and  Dutch  then  lived 
there  friendly  together.  In  the  year  1744,  the  Englifh  from  Anguilla  drove  the  FreiKh  out  of 
their  part  of  that  ifle;  which,  however,  by  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  was  rellored. 

1650      The  Englifh  colonies  of  Virginia,  Barbadoes,  Antigua,  and  Bermudas,  being  in  diforder 
on  account  of  their  zealous  attachment  to  the  royal  family,  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  the  year 

1650,  by  an  ordinance,  prohibited  all  correfpondencc  with  them,  unlefs  by  fpecial  leave  from 
the  Council  of  State.  That  ordinance  alfo  granted  permiffion  to  all  merchant  fhips,  as  well  as 
national  fhips  of  war,  to  feize  on  the  fhips  and  merchandize  of  thofe  then  ftiled  rebellious  in- 
habitants. And  whereas  many  difaffeiied  royalifls  refortcd  thither  ia  foreign  fhips,  a  claufc. 
was  inferted,  for  prohibiting,  under  forfeiture  of  fliips  and  goods,  any  foreigners  from  reforting 
to,  or  trading  thither,  without  a  licence,  on  any  pretext  whatever.     This  prefcnt  prohibition 

was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


it 


OF      T  HE      ORIGIN      OF      COMMEECE.  415 

165a  was,  probably,  purely  on  a  temporary  and  political  confideration  ;  yet  we  fliall  foon  fee  this 
fame  Englifli  republic  endeavour  abfolutcly  to  confine  the  commerce  with  our  colonies  to  the 
people  of  England  alone. 

By  this  time  the  commerce  of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands  was  arrived  at 
its  meridian  altitude :  for  tcftimony  whereof  we  have  the  authoritative  opinion  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Temple,  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  his  Obfervations  on  tlie  United  Provinces,  written  in 
the  year  1673. 

**'  I  am  of  opinion,"  fays  that  great  author,  **  that  trade  has  fome  years  ago  pafled  its  me- 
*^  ridian,  and  begun  fenfibly  to  decay  among  them  :  whereof  there  feem  to  be  feveral  caufes. 
**  As  firft,  the  general  application  that  fo  many  other  nations  have  made  to  it  within  thefe 
*^  two  or  three  and  twenty  years.  For,  fince  the  peace  of  Munfter,  which  reftored  the 
**  quiet  of  Chriftendom,  in  1648,  not  only  Sweden  and  Denmark,  but  France  and  England 
*^  have,  more  particularly  than  ever  before,  bufied  the  thoughts  and  counfels  of  their  feveral 
*'  governments,  as  well  as  the  humours  of  their  people,  about  matters  of  trade :  nor  has 
**  this  happened  without  good  degrees  of  fuccefs,  though  kingdoms  of  fuch  extent,  that  have 
**  other  and  nobler  foundations  of  grcatnefs,  cannot  raife  trade  to  fych  a  pitch  as  this  little 
•*  Hate,  which  had  no  other  to  build  on  ;  no  more  than  a  man,  who  has  a  fair  and  plenti- 
•*  ful  cftate,  can  fall  to  labour  and  induftry,  like  one  that  has  nothing-  elfe  to  truft  to  for  the 
•«  fupport  of  his  life.  But,  however,  all  thefe  nations  have  come  of  late  to  ihare  largely 
**  with  them  ;  and  there  feem  to  be  grown  too  many  traders  for  trade  in  the  world,  fo  as 

they  can  hardly  live  one  by  another.     As  in  a  great  populous  village,  the  firft  grocer,  or 

mercer,  that  fets  up  among  them,  grows  prefently  rich,  having  all  the  cuftom  ;  till  ano- 
"  thcr,  encouraged  by  his  fuccefs,  comes  to  fet  up  by  him,  and  fhare  in  his  gains  :  at  length, 
**  fo  many  fall  to  the  trade,  that  nothing  is  got  by  it,  and  fome  muft  give  over,  or  all  muft 
**  break." 

We  fliall  not  prefume  dogmatically  to  combat  fo  great  a  man*s  opinion  concerning  this  pret- 
ty comparifon  :  yet  we  may  here  obferve,  that  poflibly  every  one  may  not  admit  the  parallel 
cxaftly  to  hold,  with  regard  to  the  commerce  of  the  world  in  general;  which,  without  doubt, 
has  various  new  refources,  new  countries  ftill  to  be  difcovered  and  traded  to,  and  the  trade  to* 
other  countries  before  known  may  be  ftill  greatly  increafed  :  moreover,  the  vaft  improvement 
of  the  American  plantations,  fince  Sir  William  Temple's  time,  as  well  as  of  the  Eaft  India 
trade,  fcems  to  evince,  that  although  the  Dutch  trade  be  certainly  long  fince  paft  its  meridian, 
yet  the  general  commerce  of  Europe  is  vifibly  increafed  fince  the  year  1673,  when  he  wrote  as 
above. 

Nothing-can  more  efFeftually  demornftrate  the  immenfc  benefit  of  commerce  in  general,  and 
the  prodigious  increafe  of  it  in  Holland  at  this  time,  than  the  great  Penfionary  De  Witt's 
account,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  of  the  finglc  province  of  Holland's  being  able,  in  this 
fame  year  1650,  to  fuftain  the  weight  of  and  pay  the  annual  intereft  on  fo  great  a  debt  as  one 
hundred  and  forty  millions  of  guilders,  contrafted  by  their  former  war  with  Spain,  befide 
other  debts  not  at  intereft,  amounting  to  thirteen  millions  more.  *'  A  capital  debt,"  fays 
our  faid  author,  "  upon  intereft,  which  will  not  be  believed  by  other  nations,  nor  poili- 
•*  bly  by  our  fucceflfors  in  Holland,  to  have  been  able  to  be  borne  by  fo  fmall  a  province, 
**  and,  at  the  fame  time,  many  other  heavy  taxes,  for  the  defeiKe  of  themfelves  and  their  . 
**  allies.'* 
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1650  The  worfled  manufa£lure  of  Norwich,  and  its  neighbourhood  in  Norfolk,  known  by  the 
name  of  Norwich  ftufFs,  being  now  arrived  at  an  high  pitch  of  reputation,  by  its  great  vent 
in  foreign  parts  as  well  as  at  home,  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  the  year  1650,  by  their  aft 
cap.  xxxvi.  **  eftablifhed  a  corporation  of  and  for  the  worfled  weavers  of  the  city  of  Nor- 
**  wich,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk  ;  for  the  better  reftifying  of  abufes  therein,  and  for  the 
**  keeping  up  the  goodnefs  of  that  valuable  manufafture."  Which  corporation  was  agaia 
further  confirmed  in  the  years  1653  and  1656.  Since  which,  the  reputation  of  tliofe  ftuffs, 
both  for  beauty  and  goodnefs,  has  greatly  increafed  ;  and  very  great  profit  has  accrued  to  the 
.nation  by  their  large  exportation  to  foreign  parts. 

The  city  of  Amfterdam  was,  by  this  time,  become  fo  vaftly  increafed,  that  when  the 
Prince  of  Orange  had,  in  this  year  1650,  formed  his  unfuccefsful  fcheme  for  furprizing  it^ 
Penfionary  De  Witt,  in  his  Intercft  of  Holland,  part  iii.  chap.  2,  relates,  ••  that  it  was  then 
**  increafed  to  fix  hundred  morgens  or  acres  of  ground,  and  contained  three  hundred  tlioufand 
*'  fouls."  Which  city  it  fcems,  in  the  year  1571,  contained  only  two  hundred  morgens  of 
land  ;  fo  that,  in  fcventy-nine  years  fpace,  it  had  increafed  to  three  times  its  former  mag- 
jiitudc. 

That  great  author,  who,  being  the  firft  Minifter  of  State  of  Holland,  was  undoubtedly  per- 
•fe<Slly  well  acquainted  with  this  fubjeft,  further  obferves,  that  the  whole  province  of  Holland 
can  fcarcely  make  four  hundred  thoufand  and  fixty  profitable  morgens  of  land,  downs  and 
heath  being  excluded.  And  that  therefore  the  eighth  part  of  its  inhabitants  cannot  be  fuftain- 
ed  by  what  is  raifed  or  growing  in  it ;  and  are  therefore  indebted  for  their  bread  to  the  prodigi- 
ous granaries  of  Amfterdam. 

On  the  fame  fubjeft,  the  anonymous  author  of  The  Happy  Future  State  of  England, 
p.  105,  publifhed  in  folio,  in  the  year  1689,  obferves,  *'  How  meanly  the  atchievcments  of 
**  Venice,  and  the  efforts  to  aggrandize  their  republic,  appear  inhiftory,  notwithftanding  the 
^'  longevity  of  that  ftate,  when  compared  with  thofc  of  Holland  ;  feeing,  from  the  fame  au- 
^'  thor,  (De  Witt)  it  appears,  that,  in  the  year  1664,  the  province  of  Holland  alone  paid 
*'  near  one  million  and  a  half  fterhng  to  the  public  charge  of  the  whole  Seven  United  Pro- 
•*  vinces,  over  and  above  the  cuftoms  and  other  domains."  And  "  that  the  very  rehgion  of 
**  Popery  occafions  the  Venetians  to  be  more  circumfcribed  with  regard  even  to  their  rcgula- 
**  tions  of  traffic  than  the  Hollanders  are."  Yet  this  author,  in  making  fuch  a  parallel,  might 
have  more  minutely  confidered  the  very  different  circumftances  and  fituation,  &c.  of  thofc 
two  famous  republics.  Venice  fliut  up  in  a  deep  gulph— remote  from  the  main  ocean— bor- 
dering for  above  three  centuries  paft  on  the  Turkifh  empire,  during  which  it  has  thereby  been 
kept  in  perpetual  alarm,  as  well  as  by  the  Barbary  corfairs  in  the  Mediterranean.  Holland,  on 
the  other  hand,  placed  as  it  were  in  the  very  midft  of  Europe,  and  therefore  much  better  fitu- 
ated  for  correfponding,  both  by  fca. and  land,  with  mofl:  countries  of  the  world;  as  well  as 
happily  fituated  alfo  for  its  immenfe  filheries,  of  which  and  fimilar  benefits  Venice  can  by  no 
, means  make  an  equal  advantage. 

In  this  fame  year  1650,  the  Caribbce  ifle  of  Anguilia,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  was  firft  fettled 
•on  by  fome  Englifh  people,  whofe  pofterity  ftill  hold  it.  It  is  reckoned  of  much  the  fame 
nature  with  Barbuda,  viz.  chiefly  for  the  breeding  of  cattle,  and  raifing  of  corn.  The  peo- 
ple are  reckoned  few  in  nunibcr,  poor  and  lazy,  without  government,  laws,  or  clergy.  Yet, 
in  the  year  1745,  they,  with  only  about  one  hundred  men,  repulfed  fix  hundred  French  in- 
.yaders  with  great  bravery,  and  killed  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  tliem* 
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1650'      About  this  time,  the  French  made  a  fettlement  on  the  great  ifland  of  Madagafcar,  fituated 
to  the  north  eaft  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  which  ifle  they  gave  the  name  of  L'Ifle  Dau-' 
phine.     They  ereftcd  a  fort  near  the  fouth-weft  point  of  the  ifland.     Yet,  after  keeping  pof- 
feflion  for  many  years,  they  at  length  abandoned  it,  its  commerce  notanfvvcring  the  charge  of 
keeping  up  the  fort,  garrifons,  &c. 

In  this  year  wheat  in  England,  according  to  the  Chronicon  Preciofum,  was  as  dear  as  three 
pounds  fixteen  (hillings  and  eight  pence  per  quarter,  or  nine  (hillings  and  fcven  pence  per 
bufhel. 

The  favourers  of  the  new  Englifli  commonwealth,  taking  notice  of  the  great  convenience 
of  the  banks  and  lumber  offices  of  the  free  ftates  of  Italy,  and  of  thofe  of  Amfterdam,  firft  be- 
gan, about  this  time,  to  publi(h  feveral  projcfts  for  thofe purpofes  in  London;  and  one  Sa* 
muel  Lamb,  a  merchant,  did,  in  the  year  1657,  addrefs  a  large  folio  pamphlet  to  Cromwell, 
the  Protcftor,  on  this  fubjeft;  though  nothing  was  done  in  confequence  thereof. 
1651  In  this  year,  the  Rump  Parliament^  (vide  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  vol.  i.  p.  472)  taking  in- 
to their  confideration,  that  the  intereft  of  money  in  feveral  parts  beyond  fea  was  lower  than 
tlie  legal  intereft  of  it  in  England,  whereby  thofe  Englifh  merchants  who  carried  on  their 
commerce  on  credit,  with  other  men's  money,  undoubtedly  trade  to  difadvantage  in  refpeft  to 
tlie  merchants  of  other  countries  :  in  regard  alfo,  tlic  high  intereft  for  money  keeps  down  the 
price  of  land:  they  prudently  reduced  the  legal  intereft  of  money  from  eight  to  fix  per  cent. 
And  fo  it  remained  till  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  when  the  legal  Parliament, 
finding  the  good  efFefts  which  this  reduftion  had  produced,  with  refpeft  to  commerce,  raanu- 
faflures,  tillage,  and  die  landed  intereft  in  general,  they  confirmed  the  fame,  as  will  b'e  feen, 
by  a  legal  aftof  Parliament. 

Sir  Thomas  Culpepper,  fenior,  in  his  Preface  to  his  fecondtraft,  againft  the  high  rate  of 
nfury,  publifhed  in  the  year  1641,  remarks,  that,  •*  within  half  an  age,  we  have  feen  many 
•'  improvements  of  land,  and  a  vaft  increafe  of  the  bulk  of  trade,  by  the  abatement  of  intereft." 
He  further  remarks,  "  That  it  will  feem  incredible  to  fuchas  have  not  confidered  it,  but  to 
**  any  that  will  caft  it  up,  it  is  plainly  manifeft,  that  one  hundred  pounds  at  ten  in  the  hun- 
**  dred,  in  feventy  years,  multiplies  itfelf  to  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  So  that  if  there 
**  (hould  be  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  foreigners  money  now  managed  here  at  ten  per 
**  cent,  intereft,  (and  that- really  feems  no  great  matter)  that  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
**  in  feventy  years  fpace,  would  carry  out  ten  millions  of  money." 

^  As,  in  our  prefent  times,  Britain  is  neceflarily  obliged  to  pay  to  foreign  nations  the  an- 
XTual  intereft  on  many  millions  of  our  national  debt,  the  above  remark  is  an  ufefu! argument  in 
favour  of  the  prefent  low  intereft  thereon. 

The  faid  Rump  Parliament  of  England  now  made  another  moft  excellent  and  memorable 
law,  for  the  advancement  of  our  (hipping,  navigation,  and  plantations. 

It  had  been  obferved  witlv-concern,  that  the  merchants  of  England  for  feveral  years  paft  had 
nfually  freighted  the  Hollanders  (hipping  for  bringing  home  their  own  merchandize,  becaufe 
their  freight  was  at  a  lower  rate  than  that  of  Englifli  (hips.  The  Dutch  (hipping  were  there- 
by made  ufe  of  even  for  importing  our  own  American  produfts  ;  whilft  our  own  (llipping  lay 
rotting  in  our  harbours  :  our  mariners  alfo,  for  want  of  employment  at  home,  went  into  the 
fervice  of  the  Hollanders.  To  thefe  confiderations  were  fuperadded,  the  haughty  carriage  of 
the  States  of  PoJIand  in  regard  to  the  Parliament's  demand  of  fatisfaftion  for  the  murder  of 
their  envoy,  Dr.  Doiiflaus,  at  the  Hague,  and  of  the  iixfult  of  the  Dutch  mob  on  the  Ambaf- 
t  fador 
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1651  fador  they  fen t  afterwards,  whofc  propofals  the*  States  had  alfo  received  very  coldly.    AH 
which,  joiuily  coniidercd,  determined  the  Rump  Parliament  to  euiafl:, 

"  That  no  merchandize,  either  of  Afia,  Africa,  or  America,  including  alfo  our  own  plan- 
**  tations  there,  fhould  be  imported  into  England  in  any  but  Englifh  built  fhips,  and  belong- 
**  ing  either  to  Englifh  or  Englifli  plantation  fubjefts,  navigated  alfo  by  an  Englifh  comman- 
*'  der,  and  three-fo^rths  of  the  failors  to  be  Engliibmen  :  excepting,  however,  fuch  mcr- 
**  chandize  as  Ihould  be  imported  direftly  from. the  original  place  of  their  growth  or  raanu- 
**  fafture  in  Europe  folely. — Moreover,  no  fi(h  Ihould  thenceforward  be  imported  into  Eng- 
**  land  or  Ireland,  nor  exported  froav  thence  to  foreign  parts,  nor  even  from  one  of  our  own 
**  home-ports  to  an6ther,  but  what  fhall  be  caught  by  our  own  fifhers  only."  This  was  the 
vfirft  famous  general  aft,  commonly  called,  ne  An  of  Navigation  :  and  as  it  was,  nine  years 
after,  confirmed  or  legally  enafted,  in  the  year  1660,  (like  the  preceding  one  for  the  reduftioa 
of  intereft  of  money)  we  (hall  be  then  more  particular* in  relation  to  the  benefits  arifing  there- 
from. ,: 

It  is,  however,  highly  proper  here  to  obfcrvtr,  that  this  hft-reclted  law  gricvoufly  affefted 
the  Dutch,  who  till  now  had  been  almoft  the  fole  carriers  of  merchandize  from  one  country  of 
Europe  to  another;  the  greateft  part  of  whofe  imports  into  England  being  hereby  cut  off. 
For  till  this  law  was  enafted,  all  nations  in  amity  with  England  were  at  liberty  to  import  what 
commodities  they  pleafed,  and  in  what  Ihipping  they  pleafed.  By  authority  therefore  of  this 
law,  the  Englilh  frequently  fearched  the  Dutch  fhips,  and  often  made  prizes  of  them  :  where- 
Tipon,  the  States  fentovcr  four  Ambafladors  to  cxpoftulate  with  the  Rump  and  Cromwell; 
who,  in  their  turn,  made  five  feveral  demands  on  tlie  States,  viz. 

**  I.  The  arrears  of  the  tribute  due  for  their  fifhing  on  the  Britifh  coafts. 
"  II.  For  reftoring  the  Spice  ifles  to  England. 

*'  III.  For  bringing  to  juftice  fuch  as  were  Hill  alive  who  .committed  the  cruelties  at  Am- 
"•*  boyna  and  Benda* 

"  IV.  Satisfaftion  for  the  murder  of  their  Envoy  Doriflaus.     And, 
*'  V.  Reparation  for  the  Englifh  damages  fuftained  from  the  Dutch  in  Ruffia,  Greenland, 
^*  Sec.  amounting  to  fo  great  a  fum  as  one  million  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds." 

Thus  it  is  plain,  that  the  Navigation  Aft  proved  the  occafion  of  the  cruel  naval  war  which 
broke  out  in  the  year  following  :  for  thefe  five  demands  were  made  with  fo  much  pcremptori- 
nefs  as  convinced  the  States  4t  was  time  to  prepare  for  a  war  with  England ;  of  which  more 
will  be  mentioned  hereafter  in  its  proper  place. 

In  the  mean  time  the  novelty  of  this  navigation  aft,  and  the  ignorance  of  fome  traders,  oc- 
cafioned  at  firft  loud  complaints^  "  that  although  our  own  people  had  not  fhipping  enough  to 
^'  import  from  all  parts  whatever  they  wanted,  they  -were  neverthelefs  by  this  law  debarred 
^'  receiving  due  fuppfies  of  merchandize  from  other  nations,  who  only  could,  and  till  then 
**  did  import  them."  Which  complaints  were,  however,  over-ruled  by  the  government, 
who  forefaw  that  this  aft  would  in  the  end  prove  the  great  means  of  preferving  our  planta- 
tion trade  entire, — would  increafe  our  own  fliipping  and  failors,  and  draw  the  profit  of  freight- 
age to  ourfelves. 

In  this  fame  year,  we  find,  by  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  vol.  ii.  p.  201,  a  projeft  was  laid 
before  the  Englifh  commonwealth,  for  obtaining  of  the  court  of  Spain  the  pre-emption  of  all 
Spanifh  wool.     The  projeftor  obferved,  **  That  this  propofed  pre-emptipn  would  totally  dif- 
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1651  "  folve  the  woollen  maiiufafture  of  Holland ;  which,  by  means  of  that  wool,  hath  of  late 
"  mightily  increafed,  to  the  deftruftion  of  the  vent  of  all  fine  cloths  of  Englifti  manufafture 
*'  in  Holland,  France,  and  the  Eaft  Country  -,  and  hath  drawn  from  us  confiderable  numbers 
•'  of  weavers,  dyers,  and  cloth-workers,  now  fettled  at  Leyden,  and  other  towns  in  Holland  ; 
**  by  whofe  help  they  have  very  much  improved  their  Ikill  in  cloth,  and  have  made  in  that  one 
**  province,  one  year  with  another,  from  twenty-four  thoufand  to  twenty-fix  thoufand  cloths 
**  yearly. — That  the  Hollanders  have,  of  late  years,  bought  and  exported  from  Bifcay,  four- 
**  fifth  parts,  at  leaft,  of  all  their  wools,  and  have  alfo  fold  there  proportionably  of  their  own 
*'  own  country  ftuffs  and  fayes. — That  the  French  have  alfo  confiderable  quantities  of  wool 
**  from  Bifcay,  which  they  work  up  into  cloth  at  Rouen,  and  other  parts." — Thus  the  pro- 
jeftor  propofed  a  joint  flock  to  be  raifed,  for  entirely  engroffing  all  the  Spanifh  wool ;  by 
which  meafure,  the  French  alfo,  who  had  already  prohibited  our  cloths,  would  be  obliged  to 
lake  of  us  all  the  cloths  they  had  need  of;  and  alfo  the  like  as  to  the  Dutch,  and  all  other 
nations.  But  this  projeft  did  not  take  place  ;  and  was  indeed  a  piece  of  fine  fpun  theoryi 
fcarccly  reducible  to  praftice. 

Although  the  Portuguefe  firft,  and  after  them  the  Englifli,  had,  in  their  voyages  to  the  Eaft 
Indies,  vifitcd  the  harbours  and  country  about  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  with  an  intent  to 
make  a  fettlement  there,  yet  neither  of  thofe  two  nations  had  hitherto  courage  enough  effec- 
tually to  fettle  amongft  fo  barbarous  a  people  as  the  Hottentots  were,  who  had  formerly  killed 
a  number  of  Portuguefe  on  fome  fuch  attempt.  Neither,  indeed,  were  there  found  any  good 
harbours  for  the  fecurity  of  (hipping  in  thofe  tempeftuous  feas.  But  the  Dutch  having  more 
refolution,  and  obferving  the  country  to  be  fruitful,  and  that  its  fituation  would  prove  very 
commodious  for  the  fupply  of  water  and  provifions  for  their  Indian  voyages,  they  are  faid,  in> 
this  year  1651,  to  have  firft  fettled  at  the  Cape,  where  they  built  a  good  and  fpacious  fort,  and 
contraSed  friendftiip  with  the  native  Hottentots,  or  rather  rendered  themfelves  formidable, 
and  alfo  neceflary  to  thofe  natives  ;  by  which  means,  the  Dutch  have  fince  gradually  eftab- 
iilhed  a  noble  colony  there,  for  many  miles,  north  and  north-eaft  of  the  faid  Cape  ;  where 
alfo  they  have  tranfplanted  die  Madeira  grape,  producing  here  a  much  nobler  and  richer  one 
than  the  original  grape. 

Neverthelefs,  fome  will  have  it,  that  their  vines  came  from  Perfia,  and  others  fay  from  the 
Rhine.  Hither  alfo  have  the  Dutch  tranfplanted  cinnamon  trees  from  the  ifle  of  Ceylon.— 
They  are  alfo  faid  to  raife  here  confiderable  quantities  of  hemp,  ?cc.  So  that  the  duties  and 
revenues  which  their  Eaft  India  Company  raifes  here,  for  they  all  belong  to  them,  are  faid  to 
be  more  than  equal  to  their  expence  for  this  colony. — Here  the  company  have  warehoufes  and 
houfes  for  their  officers  within  the  fort,  and  employ  a  great  number  of  officers,  fervants,  and 
negro  flaves.  Here  alfo  is  an  hofpital  for  their  fick  failors,  &c.  with  an  excellent  garden, 
wherein  all  the  curious  and  ufeful  herbs,  plants,  &c.  of  Europe,  Afia,  and  Africa,  are  fuc« 
cefsfully  cultivated.  It  is,  in  fliort,  a  very  hopeful  profpeft  for  the  Dutch  republic  and  their 
Eaft  India  Company,  who  have  greatly  augmented  the  number  of  its  plantations,  by  means  of 
the  French  Proteftants,  who  retired  hither  upon  the  revocation  of  the  edift  of  Nantes. — So 
that  it  will  be  no  wonder,  if  in  another  age,  this  Dutch  colony  does  not  vie  with  the  fineft 
countries,  and  prove  the  envy  of  the  reft  of  the  nations  of  Europe.  The  Dutch  Company 
having  hereupon  abandoned  St.  Helena,  our  Englifii  Company  took  pofleffion  of  that  ifle. 

The  Englilh  commonwealth  teftifying  a  great  inclination  for  the  advancement  of  commerce, 

we  find,  in  this  and  fome  following  years,  abundance  of  printed  projeds  for  the  promoting  of 

Vol.  U.  3  G  particular 
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1651  particular  branches  thereof ;  fome  of  which  have  been  adopted,  and  fuccefs fully  put  in  prac* 
tice,  in  our  own  times  :  others,  indeed,  though  well  enough  fuiteJ  to  certain  free  cities  in  the 
Netherlands,  Italy,  Germany,  Poland,  &c.  wherein  fuch  projeflors  had  refided,  did  not,, 
however,  fo  well  fuit  with  a  great  nation. 

Such,  of  the  former  kind,  were  the  propofed  projefts  of  charity-banks,  and  Lombards,  or 
**  Lumber-houfes ;"  of  the  latter,  "  the  making  transferable  all  promiflbry  notes  between 
*'  man  and  man,  fo  as  to  circulate  as  our  modern  banks  do  :  fuch  was  alfo  the  plaufible  pro* 
**  jeft  of  one  William  Potter,  in  his  Key  of  V/ealth;  and  of  Henry  Robinfon,  &c.  long^ 
*'  fince  forgot,  who  urged  the  ercAing  of  a  land-bank,  wherein  all  payments  above  ten  pounds, 
**  or  twenty  pounds,  Ihould  by  law  be  direfted  to  be  made  in  bank  credit,-  and  that,  befidc 
*«  the  principal  bank  in  London,  there  fliould  be  perhaps  one  hundred  fubordiivate  banks  in 
*'  different  parts  of  England,  all  centering  in  the  faid  capital  bank  of  London:  wherein,  for 
**  the  fupport  of  the  credit  thereof,  a  general  mortgage  of  lands  was  propofed,  for  which  the 
*'  mortgagee  fhould  have  credit  in  bank  to  the  value  of  his  land. — The  condition  of  fuch 
*'  mortgage  fliall  be,  either  to  pay  fo  much  money,  with  iivtereft  at  fix  per  cent,  within  a  year 
"  from  the  day  that  bank  credit  fliauld  any  way  fail  to  be  current,  or,  in  default  of  fuch  pay- 
"  ment,  the  faid  mortgaged  lands  to  be  forfeited,  without  redemption,  and  tQ  be  divided 
"  amongft  the  proprietors  of  the  credit  in  bank.  Other  projeftors  propofed  banks  on  die 
**  plan  of  that  at  Amfterdam.  Others  propofed  a. general  regifter  of  houfes  and  fhips,  as  well 
**  as  of  lands.  A  court-merchant,  for  tl^  fujiHnary  recovery  of  all  debts,  &c.  Alfo  fonic 
**  very  ill-judged  projcfts.  for  the  uniting  into  corporations  all  merchants  trading  into  any  one 
"  country^  for  the  fake  of  what  they  called  uniformity  in  trade."  Moll:  of  which  projecl?,. 
after  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  fome  after  the  acceflion  of  King  Wil- 
liara  the  Third,  were  again  propofed  ta  the  public,  with  fome  variation  in  their  form,  purely 
for  concealing  their  being  only  old  projefts  palmed  upon  men  for  new  ones.  Such,  for  ex- 
ample, was  Dr.  Chamberlain's  land-bank  projet^t,  which  was  carried  fo  near  its  execution,  as 
to  have  had  an  aft  of  Parliament  in  its  favour,  in  the  year  1696. 

In  this  year  1651,.  died  the  renowned  Engliih  architeft  Inigo  Jones,  Efquire  :  fcveral  of 
whofe  buildings  in  London,  remaining  to  this  day,  as  well  as  many  more  belonging  to  the 
nobility  andgen.try  ia  the  country,  do  his  memory  unrivalled  honour.  Among  which,  it  is 
almoft  needlefs  to? mention  the  banqueting-houfe  at  Whitehall;  an  example  of  architeftural 
tafte  and  genius^  which  has  not  been  excelled  in  any  age  or  country.. 

In  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  vol.  i.  p.  198-9,  the  magiftrates  of  Bruges,  in  1651,  again  write 
a  Latin. letter  to  the  Englifh  Merchant-adventurerers  Company,  to  remind  them, 

'*  Tliat  iathe  days  of  Philip  the  Good,  and  Charles  the  Bold,.  Dukes  of  Burgundy,  and 
**  alfo  of  the- Archduke  Maximilian,  their  city  greatly  flourifhed  in  commerce,  and  in  the 
"  greateft  plenty  of  all  kinds  of  merchandize,  foasjulllyto  have  obtained  the  reputation  of 
*'  the  greateft  emporium  in  all  Europe.  But  as  nothing  fublunary  is  permanent,  all  tlicfe 
**  advantnges  are  withdrawn,  and  ad verfe  fortune  is  come  in  their  place :  fo  that  this  city, 
**  once  the  feat  of  wealth,  riches,  and  honour,  has  fince  been  the  lea t  of  war,  which  obliged 
"  the  foreign  merchants  to  abandon  it,  as^did  alfo  the  faid.  fociety,.  with  their  commerce  in 
"  woollen  cloths,  &c.  But  now  a  fettled  peace  being  eftablifhed  between  the  Belgic  provinces 
*^  and  foreign  ftates,  fome  foreig.n  merchants  are  preparing  to.  fettle  at  Bruges.  And  as  they 
'  "  are  informed  of  the  willingnefs  alfo  of  this  fociety  to  re-fettle  there,  they  are  hereby  invited 
^  to  come  to  the  poit  of  Oftend,  and  thence  by  water-ciirriagc  to  Bruges,  with  their  cloths,  &c. 
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165 1  **  to  be  afterwards  difperfed  throughout  Flanders,  Brabant,  Liege,  Lofiain,  &c.  by  raoft 
*'  corainodious  navigations,  by  rivers  and  canals.'*  To  this  the  company  courteoufly  an- 
fwcrcd,  in  the  fame  language,  "  That  as  their  faid  letters  were  entirely  filent  in  the  two 
^*  moft  material  articles,  via.  the  free  exercifc  of  their  religion,  and  the  duties  to  be  paid,  they 
**  defire  a  perenvptory  anfwer  thereto  ;  fincc  the  Englifh  Parliament,  both  out  of  their  zeal  for 
**  the  worlhip  of  God,  and  for  the  honour  of  their  nation,  could  never  admit  of  a  treaty  for 
**  refidence  till  thofe  two  articles  be  firft  agreed  on."  So  we  hear  no  more  about  this  refi- 
dence :  and,  we  apprehend,  that  it  was  now,  or  foon  after  this  time,  that  this  fociety  began 
to  make  Hamburg  her  principal,  and  foon  after,  her  fole  refidence  and  ftaple  for  the  wool- 
len manufafture, 
1-652  We  ate  now  come  to  the  commencement  of  the  firft  very  bloody  naval  war  between  the  two 
moft  potent  republics  which  the  world  had  ever  feen  fince  thofe  of  Rome  and  Carthage. 

We  have  obfcrved,  under  the  preceding  year  1651,  that  the  new  Englifh  aft  of  navigation 
had  curtailed  the  bulk  of  the  commerce  between  England  and  Holland,  confifting  principally 
of  foreign  merchandize  imported  into,  and  Englifh  merchandize  exported  from  England  in 
Dutch  vcfTels.  In  vain,  as  we  have  alfo  feen,  -did  the  Hollanders  remonftrate  againft  that  fa- 
mous aft,  the  Englifh  commonwealth  being  bent  on  a  war  with  the  Dutch  :  for,  befide  the 
five  former  demands  of  the  Englifh  commonwealth,  fatisfaftion  was  now  infifted  on  for  the 
Dutch  ambafTador'^s  having  held  a  private  correfpondence  with  King  Charles  the  Second,  and 
alfo  for  not  giving  the  honour  of  the  flag  to  all  Englifh  fhips  of  war.  The  States-General  there- 
fore prepared  for  war,  by  fitting  out  a  numerous  fleet,  confifting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  war- 
like fhips,  great  and  fmall,  though  certainly  not  equal  to  fhips  of  war  in  our  days.  Penfion- 
ary  De  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  part  iii.  chap.  6,  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  thing  incredible, 
**  That  the  States  of  Holland,  during  the  chargeable  war  againft  England,  from  1652  to  1654, 
*'  fhould  be  able,  in  the  fpace  of  two  years,  to  build  fixty  new  capital  fhips  of  war,  of  fuclx 
"  dimenfions  and  force  as  were  never  before  ufed  in  the  fcrvice  of  the  ftate."  All  our  hif- 
"  tories  arc  full  of  the  particulars  of  this  war,  which  is  therefore  fuperflaous  for  us  to  en- 
"  large  on. 

On  the  the  fide  of  the  Dutch  were  the  great  Admirals  Van  Tromp,  Dc  Ruyter,  and  Dc 
Witt.  The  firft  of  whom,  upon  his  gaining  fome  advantage,  by  the  accidental  great  fuperi- 
ority  in  the  Channel  over  Blake,  in  contempt  of  England's  pretenfions  to  being  matters  on  the 
fea,  failed  down  the  Channel  with  a  broom  at  his  main-top-gallant  maft,  to  fhew  he  would 
fweep  the  feas  ;  for  which  he  paid  dearly  next  year.— On  the  Englilh  fide,  was  the  great  Blake, 
with  Monk  and  Deane. 

It  is  fuflScient  to  obferve,  that  in  this  and  the  following  year,  almoft  incredible  deftruftion 
and  captures  were  made  of  merchant-fhips,  as  well  as  of  fhips  of  war  and  failors,  on  both  fides ; 
there  having  been  in  only  nine  months  of  the  year  1652  four  general  naval  engagements,  be- 
fide lefTer  ones.  Whilft  all  the  great  Popifli  potentates,  and  particularly  France,  were  agreeably 
diverted  to  fee  tlie  two  moft  powerful  Proteftant  powers  deftroying  each  other  :  in  which  fad 
conflifts  we  will  leave  them  for  this  year. 

In  this  fame  year,  one  Mr.  Edwards,  an  Englifh  Turkey  merchant,  brought  home  with 
him  a  Greek  fervant,  who  undcrftood  the  roafting  and  making  of  coiFee,  till  then  unknown 
in  England,     This  fervant  was  the  firft  who  fold  coiFee,  and  kept  a  houfc  for  that  purpofc  in 
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1652  London.  Profpcr  Alpinus,  a  learned  phyfician  of  Venice,  who  flouriflied  about  the  year  1591, 
was  the  firft  who  wrote  of  the  nature  of  the  coffee  plant  and  berry ;  our  great  Lord  Bacon,  in 
his  Natural  Hiftory,  was  the  next,  and  afterwards  the  ingenious  Mr.  John  Ray. 

Some  relate,  that  coffee  has  not  been  generally  ufed  in  Arabia,  where  it  grows,  and  in  Tur- 
key, much  above  two  hundred  or  at  moft  two  hundred  and  fifty  years.  It  was  firft  brought  to 
Holland  from  Mocha  in  the  year  1616,  though  it  did  not  come  into  general  ufe  there  for  many 
years  after.  About  the  year  1690,  the  Dutch  began  to  plant  it  at  Batavia,  in  the  ifland  of 
Java:  and  in  17 19  it  was  firft  imported  thence  into  Holland.  Since  then  the  Dutch  have 
planted  a  great  deal  of  coffee  in  Ceylon  as  well  as  in  Java ;  fo  that,  in  the  year  1743,  they  im- 
ported into  Holland  three  millions  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
feventy-feven  pounds  weight  of  it  from  Java,  and  at  the  fame  time  but  twelve  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fixty-eight  pounds  from  Mocha  :  fo  greatly  had  they  improved  their  Java  coffee. 
The  Englifti  and  French  have  alfo,  of  late  years^  fuccefsfuUy  planted  coffee  in  tlieir  Weft 
India  ifles,  as  the  Dutch  have  alfo  at  Surinam,  &c.  although  ftill  inferior  to  that  of  Mocha, 
in  Arabia,  from  whence  all  coffee  originally  came.  If  the  European  nations  fliould  continue, 
as  of  late  years,  to  naturalize  in  their  own  weftern  plantations  the  fine  produflions  of  China, 
Perfia,  Arabia,  Syria,  Egypt,  and  Turkey,  it  will  in  time  bring  the  dire£l  commerce  to  the 
Levant  to  a  very  narrow  compafs. 

The  coffee  plant  is  faid  nearly  to  refemble  the  jeffamine  tree  ;  bearing  a  fruit  referablinga 
cherry,  within  which  is  inclofed  a  fort  of  kernel,  which,  when  ripe,  opens  and  divides  into 
what  is  ufually  called  coffee  berries.  All  the  coffee  brought  home  by  our  Turkey  fhips  comes 
only  from  Arabia,  there  being  no  coffee  growing  in  Turkey  properly  fo  called,  and  is  the 
very  fame  which  is  brought  home  by  our  Eaft  India  fhips  who  trade  up  into  the  Red  Sca.^ 
But  as  the  former  is  brought  over  land  from  Arabia  into  Syria  or  to  Egypt,  and  thence  down 
the  Nile  to  Alexandria,  it  is  therefore  faid  not  to  be  efteemed  quite  fo  good  as  what  is  brought 
direftly  by  fea  from  Mocha  in  our  Eaft  India  fhips. 

Coffee  was  unknown  to  the  Ancients,  although  it  undoubtedly  grew  always  wild  in  Arabia. 
Mr.  Wotton,  in  his  Reflexions  on  ancient  and  modern  Learning,  conjeftures,  that  the  pro  ' 
hibition  of  wine,  by  the  law  of  Mahomet,  made  the  Arabs  find  out  its  virtues,  for  fupplying 
the  place  of  wine. 

Tobacco  being  about  the  middle  of  this  century  grown  into  much  greater  efteem  than  for* 
merly  in  England,  confiderable  quantities  thereof  were  planted  in  fevcral  counties,  which 
throve  exceeding  well,  and  proved  very  good  in  its  kind :  but  as  this  not  only  Icffened  the 
duty  on  the  importation  of  tobacco,  but  likewifc  greatly  obftrufted  the  fale  of  that  commodity 
from  our  own  colonies  of  Virginia,  Sec.  which  had  coft  fo  much  expence  in  planting  them; 
the  loud  complaints  of  the  planters  occafioned  an  aft  of  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  this  year 
1652,  abfolutely  prohibiting  the  planting  of  any  in  England.  Cromwell  and  his  council,  in 
the  year  1654,  appointed  commiffioners  for  ftriftly  putting  this  aft  in  execution  :  and,  that 
we  may  not  have  recourfe  again  to  this  fubjeft,  in  the  twelfth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond, cap.  34,  in  the  year  1660,  it  was  again  legally  enafted,  "  that  from  the  firft  of  January 
**  1660-1,  no  pcrfon  whatever  Ihould  fow  or  plant  any  tobacco  in  England,  under  certain 
*'  penalties.     So  that  an  end  was  thereby  effeftually  put  to  that  praftice. 

We  may  clearly  obfen'e  the  late  great  increafe  of  England's  wealth  by  commerce,  when  in 
this  year  1652,  as  well  as  in  the  fucceeding  year,  the  nation  was  able  to  bear  an  affcffraent  of 
©ne  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  pounds  per  month,  befide  other  great  fixed  taxes. 
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1652  In  this  year  the  iflc  of  Grenada,  in  latitude  twelve  degrees  fixteen  minutes,  was  firft  fettled 
by  the  French  from  Martinico,  after  fome  ftruggle  with  the  natives.  It  is  faid,  by  the  French 
hiftorian  of  the  Caribbee  ifles,  to  have  produced  fugar  canes,  ginger,  indigo,  and  excellent 
tobacco. 

The  great  dearth  in  England  ftill  continuing,  fays  the  Chronicon  Preciofum,  wheat  was 
fold  this  year  at  three  pounds  thirteen  fhillings  and  four-pence  per  quarter,  or  nine  (hillings 
and  two-pence  per  buftiel. 

Hackney  coaches  were  in  this  year  1652  limited  to  two  hundred  in  number,  daily  plying  ia 
London  ftreets. 

Under  this  fame  year,  we  find,  by  Secretary  Thurloe's  ftate  papers,  vol.  i.  p.  219,  that  the 
Swedes  had  then  a  fettlement  on  the  gold  coaft  of  Africa,  managed  by  an  African  Company  i 
for  Queen  Chriftiana  of  Sweden  made  a  complaint  to  the  Parliament  of  the  Englilh  common- 
wealth, that,  in  the  faid  year,  their  fliips  of  war  had  taken  two  of  that  Company's  (hips  home- 
ward bound,  and  had  feized  on  all  gold,  &c.  in  them* 

A  virulent  pamphlet  was  now  written  againft  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company,  entitled,- 
Strange  News  from  India,  calculated  to  favour  the  folicitations  of  Sir  William  Courten's 
heirs,  afting  under  a  feparate  patent  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  for  trading  to  India. 

It  is  therein  alleged,  "  that  whereas  our  people,  in  the  beginning  of  the  Eaft  India  trade,. 
•*  had  made  particular  running  voyages  thither,  only  to  enrich  a  few  ;  they  were  afterwards 
**  united  in  a  joint  ftock  company ;  and  fince  then,  they  being  a  deftruftive  monopoly,  have 
**  mifemployed  or  mifpent  in  one  joint  ftock.  one  million  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and 
*•  in  feveral  joint  ftocks  three  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  impoverifhing  our  na- 
*•  tion  by  the  exporting  of  much  bullion. — Yet,  which  is  wonderful,  not  yet  provided  witb 
*•  one  port  or  place  of  their  own  in  India,  for  a  rendezvous."  How  can  this  be  true,  fince 
we  have  feen,  that  the  Company  had  poflefled  Madras  ever  fince  the  year  1620:  which  this 
author  himfelf  acknowledges  in  another  part  of  this  piece ;  though  indeed  not  a  good  port,  be- 
ing but  an  open  road  :  *'  whilft  the  Dutch  Company  had  thirty  impregnable  cities  in  India, 
**  and  employed  two  hundred  and  fifty  fail  of  fhips. — That  by  the  old  Englifh  Company's 
*'  neglefting  of  Ormus  and  the  Portuguefe  prizes,"  he  Ihould  have,  in  juftice,  added,  by 
their  differences  with  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  **  their  trade  continued  decaying  from 
**  161 7  to  1634:  infomuch,  that  their  aftions  or  fhares  were  frequently  fold,  from  p;^rty  to 
**  party,  at  thirty,  thirty-five,  to  forty  per  cent,  lofs,  and  fome  much  more.  That  the  lofs^ 
•'  of  the  Spice  Iflands,  feized  by  the  Dutch,  is  valued  at  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per 
**  annum  confequence  to  the  nation.  That  about  the  year  1632,  and  fince,  a  treaty  was  on 
♦'  foot  between  King  Charles  the  Firft  and  our  Company,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Dutch 
"  Company  on  the  other  part,  touching  our  claim  to  thofe  Spice  Iflands  :  but  that  although 
•'  eighty  thoufand  pounds  was  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the  Dutch  Company,  yet  King  Charles 
**  and  our  Company  could  not  agree  or  fettle  their  refpeftive  fhares  thereof;  and  fo  the  matter 
•*  was  dropped,  and  the  Dutch  have  kept  polfcffion  of  thofe  ifles. — That  this  languifhingcon- 
«*  dition  of  our  faid  Company  inclined  the  King  and  Council,  in  the  year  1635,  to  grant  a 
•*  patent  to  Sir  William  Courten  to  trade  to  and  plant  in  fuch  places  only  where  the  old 
•'  Company  did  not  trade.  That  the  faid  enterprize  of  Courten's  greatly  alarmed  the  Dutchr 
*'  Company,  who  feized  on  one  of  his  fhips  bound  from  Goa  for  China,  &c.*' 

In  this  and  other  writings,  in  behalf  of  Courten's  reprefentatives,  our  faid  Company  is  ac- 
cufed  of  having  combined  with  the  Dutch  Company  to  ruin  Courten's  projefts.    Mr.  Gour* 
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1652  ten,  fon  and  executor  of  Sir  William,  continued  the  trade  till  1646,  when,  as  he  alleges,  by 
tlie  cruel  ufage  of  the  Englilh  and  Dutch  Companies,  he  was  forced  to  abandon  it,  to  the  da- 
mage of  feveral  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  His  obfolcte  complaint  was  revived  after  the 
rcftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second  ;  yet  we  do  not  find,  that  any  redrefs  was  ever  obtain- 
ed ,  and  indeed  it  was  not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  Courten's  ori- 
ginal grant  was  made  in  prejudice  of  our  Eaft  India  Company's  exclufive  charter. 

1653  In  tliis  year,  the  treaty  made  between  Denm?xrk  and  the  Dutch,  for  farming  the  toll  in  the 
Sound,  In  the  year  1649,  was  refcinded,  and  a  new  one  was  concluded  at  Copenhagen,  as  in 
vol.  i.  p.  482,  of  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  by  which  the  Dutch  advanced  on  tiic  faid  new  farm 
of  the  toll  the  fum  of  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  guilders  to  the  crown  of  Den- 
mark, by  way  of  anticipation  :  the  Danilli  Court  agreeing  to  repay  that  fum  in  annual  pay- 
ments, with  five  per  cent,  intereft. 

The  poftagc  of  a  great  trading  nation's  letters  is  undoubtedly,  in  fome  degree,  a  kind  of 
political  pulfc  whereby  to  judge  of  the  incrcafe  or  decreafe  of  the  public  wealth  and  commerce: 
yet  it  would  be  more  efpecially  fo  where  franking  of  letters  by  members  of  Parliament  did  not 
take  place;  which,  it  is  apprehended,  was  not  the  cafe  as  yet  in  England,  whofe  council  of 
ftate  did,  in  tliis  year  1653,  farm  the  poftage  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  to  John 
Manley,  Efq;  for  ten  thoufand  pounds  yearly  ;  which  was  confirmed  by  the  Proteftor,  in  the 
year  1654.  By  tliis  fettlement  fingle  letters  carried  as  far  as  eighty  miles  paid  two-pence,  and 
double  ones  four-pence.  Beyond  eighty  miles  three  pence,  and  double  ones  fix-pence.  We 
ihall  hereafter  fee  this  revenue  greatly  increafed,  in  confequence  of  the  increafe  of  our  general 
-commerce,  and  alfo  by  an  additional  poftage  enafted  in  1 7  r  i. 

The  naval  war  between  the  two  firft  republics  of  the  univerfe  flill  continued  very  fierce.  In 
June,  this  year  1653,  the  fifth  general  engagement  happened  off  Dover:  Monk  and  Deanc 
commanded  the  Englifh  fleet  of  one  hundred  fail ;  and  Van  Tromp,  De  Witt,  De  Ruytcr, 
and  the  two  Evertfens,  commanded  the  Dutch  one,  of  above  one  hundred  fhips  of  war.  After 
continually  fighting  for  two  days,  the  Dutch  were  difcomfited,  having  eleven  of  their  fhips 
•taken^  fix  funk,  and  two  blown  up;  with  but  little  lofs  on  the  fide  of  the  Englifh.  From 
this  difaflcr  Van  Tromp,  in  a  memorial  to  his  mailers  the  States  General,  fet  forth,  that  the 
/hips  and  guns  of  the  Dutch  fleet  were  too  flender,  in  comparifon  with  thofe  of  the  Englifh. 
And,  in  die  firfl  volume,  p.  290,  of  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  we  find.  Admiral  De  Ruyter 
'Cxprefsly  declaring,  that  he  would  not  return  to  fea,  if  his  fleet  were  not  reinforced  with 
greater  and  better  fhips.  For,  as  appears  by  an  intercepted  letter  for  Holland,  ibid,  the  Eng- 
lifh Commonwealth  had  then  aftually  two  hundred  and  four  fhips  of  war,  great  and  fmall,  and 
ihirty-five  thoufand  feamen.  And,  ibid,  p.  514,  by  another  intercepted  letter  from  Holland, 
in  Oftober  this  year,  the  principal  terror  of  the  Dutch  was  from  our  great  fhips. — And  our 
Englifh  fleets  lying  on  the  Dutch  coafts,  during  mofl  part  of  this  year,  was  very  grievous  to 
their  merchants,  whereby  their  homeward  bound  fleets  and  convoys  were  in  danger  of  falling 
into  our  hands.  Their  fifhing  (hips  alfo  were  kept  from  going  out ;  which  brought  immediate 
calamit}"^  on  their  people. 

The  Dutch  fleets,  however,  when  joined,  made  one  hundred  and  thirty  fliips,  feme  of 
which  indeed  were  Eaft  India  fhips,  fitted  up  for  this  war.  Yet  fuch  was  the  then  naval 
ftrength  of  Holland,  that,  in  little  more  than  a  month,  they  fitted  out  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five fhips  of  war,  under  Van  Tromp ;  who,  in  July  this  fame  year,  had  another  great 
engagement  with  Monk,  on  their  own  coaft,  when  there  were  twenty-fcven  Dutch  fhips  either 
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1653  funk  or  burnt,  but  none  taken ;  occafioned  by  Monk's  orders,  neither  to  give  nor  take  quar- 
ter. Here  alfo  they  loft  their  great  Admiral  Van  Tromp.  Kcr  of  Kerfland's  fccond  volume 
of  Memoirs  fays,  that  great  Admiral's  fhip,  the  largeft  in  the  Dutch  navy,  carried  no  more 
than  fixty-fix  cannon  j  but  the  States  quickly  difcovered  their  want  of  great  ftiips,  and  there- 
fore, in  this  fame  year,  built  twenty  fhips  of  from  fifty  to  eighty  guns.  Yet  wc  (hall  fee,  by 
a  much  better  authority,  that,  three  years  after,  their  largeft  (hip  carried  but  feventy-fix  guns. 
On  the  Englifti  fide,  there  were  many  men  flain,  though  only  one  fhip  loft. 

So  great  was  tlie  naval  pov;er  of  England  at  this  time,  that  it  appears  by  Thurloe,  ibid,  that 
the  Venetian  ambaflador  in  England  came  to  folicit  the  continuance  of  fome  Englilh  (hips  of 
war  in  that  republic's  fervice  fomc  time  longer.  A  fure  mark,  however,  of  the  feeble  ftate  of 
the  naval  powder  of  Venice. 

In  this  fame  year  1653,  an  attempt  for  a  north  eaft  paflage  to  China  was  made,  by  order  of 
King  Frederic  HI.  of  Denmark;  who  fent  out  three  veflels,  which,  it  feems,  aftually  paflcd 
through  Waygats  Streights ;  an  entci*prize  that  neither  Englifb  nor  Dutch  had  been  able  in 
former  attempts  fully  to  accomplifh.  Yet  in  the  bay  beyond  thofe  Streights  they  found  in- 
furmountable  obftacles  from  the  ice  and  intenfenefs  of  the  cold  ;  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to 
return  without  fuccefs  :  and  fo,  probably,  will  every  one  who  may  hereafter  attempt  what  from 
repeated  trials  has  been  found  fo  imprafticable.  Yet,  even  fubfequent  to  this  date,  the  Hol- 
landers, in  their  northern  voyages,  are  faid  to  have  again  tried  for  this  paflage,  but  without 
being  able  to  proceed  fo  far  eaftward  as  was  done  in  this  Danifli  attempt. 

Notwithftanding  what  we  have  related  concerning  the  Dutch  firft  fettling  OfW  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  under  the  year  1651,  others  relate,  that  it  was  not  till  this  year  that  the  Dutch 
Eaft  India  Company,  who  had  before  been  more  accuftomed  than  other  European  nations  to 
flop  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  in  their  India  voyages,  for  refreftiraents,  which  they  purchafedl 
of  the  Hottentots  for  mere  trifles,  determined  to  make  a  fettlement  there., 

Voltaire,  in  his  General  Hiftory  of  Europe,  infifts  that  they,  in  this  year,  feizcd  on  a  Por- 
taguefe  fort  there ;  although  it  does  not  clearly  appear  from  other  accounts,  that  the  Portu- 
guefe  ever  had  either  fort  or  fettlement  on  that  Cape..  Yet,,  as  it  is  frequently  conyenient^ 
and  not  feldom  abfolutely  needful,  to  flop  at  or  near  that  place,  it  was  a  very,  wife  meafure  la 
the  Dutch  Company  to  fccure  a  good  refrefliing  place  there.  Others  make  their  firft  fettle- 
ment here  even  to  be  ftill  five  years  later^  viz.  1658.  Be  this  as  it  may,  *it  is  in  our  days  be- 
come not  only  a  confiderable  fortrefs,  but,  partly  by  cultivating  a  friendfhip  with  the  favage 
natives,  and  partly  by  fending  thither  many.  Europeans,  as-  we  have  related  under  the  faid 
year  1651,  it  is  grown  to  be  a  fine  and  fruitful  colony,  extending  a  confiderable  way  into  the 
country  ;  which  produces  not  only  neceflary  refreftiments  for  their  fhips,  but  maay  excellent 
fruits,  and  alfo  fome  of  the  richeft  wines  in  tho  known  world. 

1654  In  Thurloe's  fecond  volume  of  State  Papers,  p.  558,  we  learn,  that,  in  the  year  1654,  2 
fleet  of  Englifti  merchant  fliips  failed  to  Archangel,  and  with  them  William  Prideaux,  Efq; 
who,  in  his  letter  to  the  governor  of  Archangel,,  ftiles  himfelf  only,  Meflenger  of  his  High- 
nefs  the  Lord  Proteftor  to  his  Imperial  Majefty,  the  Czar  r  whcreiahe  wrote,  **  that  where- 
*'  as  there  hath  been  a  diftance  from  commerce  for  fome  time  by  tlie  Englifti  merchants  to  the- 
**  faid  port  of  Archangel ;  they  are  now  come  thither,  with  their  ftiips  laden  with  goods.  S> 
**  it  is  required  of  the  governor,  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Proteftor  of  tlic  commonwealth  of^ 
**  England,,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  to  know  if  trade  ftiall  be  permitted  with  freedom.;  and  if 
^  granted,  on  what  tcrA^s.'*     To  which  the  governor  anfwers,  "  that  the  Englilh  company 
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1654  ^*  is  licenced,  by  his  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  Ruflia,  to  trade  in  Archangel  in  all  unprohibited 
**  goods  ;  they  paying  the  fame-cuftom  as  other  ilrangers  do.  And  that,  as  foon  as  the  Eng- 
**  lifh  have  done  trading  at  that  port,  they  muft  go  beyond  fea,  /.  e.  home,  and  not  be  per- 
**  mitted,  as  anciently,  to  go  up  to  Mofcow,  nor  to  any  other  part  of  Ruflia :  but  what  goods 
^*  fhall  be  left  unfold  may  either  remain  at  Archangel  or  be  carried  back  to  England.  Mr. 
*'  Prideaux  however  is  permitted  to  go  to  Mofcow,  to  acquaint  his  Imperial  Majefty  with  his 
•*  faid  commiflion  from  the  Proteftor.'*  We  need  here  only  to  remark,  that  the  Proteftor, 
without  doubt,  knew  before-hand  on  what  terms  his  meflagc  and  fhips  would  be  received ; 
and,  in  order  to  foften  that  Czar,  he  now  gives  him  the  title  of  Emperor;  which  title  how- 
ever has  not  been  legally  recognized  till  our  own  times. 

In  the  third  volume,  p.  50,  of  the  faid  State  Papers,  a  letter  of  intelligence,  in  this  fame 
year,  from  the  Hague,  relates,  that  the  Czar  had  banifhed  the  Englifh  from  Archangel,  at 
the  requeft  of  the  Lord  Culpepper,  agent  for  King  Charles  :  and  that  the  King  of  Poland,  in 
this  fame  year,  had  fent  a  minifter  to  the  Protcftor,  to  inftigate  him  againft  Mufcovy ;  infi- 
nuating^  that  it  would  be  no  hard  matter  to  take  Archangel  by  our  fleet. 

Mr.  Prideaux,  in  his  letter,  this  fame  year,  to  the  Council,  complains  of  the  badnefs  of 
trade  at  Archangel ;  partly  occafioned  by  the  Ruflians  not  permitting  any  foreigners  to  trade 
up  into  the  country  from  Archangel,  and  partly  becaufe  of  the  Dutch  fliips  coming  thither, 
which  kept  up  the  prices  of  Ruflia  goods  ;  and  partly  alfo  by  the  Czar's  war  with  Poland. 

In  tlie  faid  Thurloe's  coUeflion  of  State  Papers,  we  find,  in  vol.  ii.  p.  266  and  280,  the  fa- 
mous Whitelocke,  the  Englifti  ambaflador  in  Sweden,  complaining  to  that  court,  that  the 
Swedes  had  feized  an  Englifli  Guinea  Company's  fort,  on  that  coaft.  The  Swedes,  in  excufe, 
alleged,  that  it  was  only  a  little  lodge,  with  two  chambers  :  and  they  infifted  on  a  prior  grant 
thereof  from  the  Prince  of  that  part  of  the  country.  Whatever  might  be  the  iflue  of  this 
trifling  matter,  it  is  plain,  that  Sweden,  at  this  time,  had  fome  trade  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea, 
although  they  at  prefenthave  no  fettlement  any  where  without  the  Baltic  Sea. 

The  war  between  the  two  republics  of  England  and  Holland  was  carried  on  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  rendered  it  abfolutely  impoflible  for  either  nation  to  hold  it  out  much  longer,  without 
reducing  one  of  the  two  parties  to  an  abfolute  fubjeftion  to  the  other.  It  was  fo  extremfly 
vifible  that  England  had  the  fuperiority,  that  De  Witt  himfelf,  though  a  foe  to  the  Englifti 
name,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  p.  314,  declares  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  Englifli  in 
ilrength  of  fhipping,  (for  it  was  merely  a  naval  war,)  and  that  they  were  now  become  maftcrs 
of  the  fea.  Not  only  mer*  and  money  muft  foon  have  been  wanting,  but  one  would  think 
that  (hip  timber  itfelf  fhould  foon  have  failed  for  fupplying  the  lofs  of  fo  many  large  fliips  : 
fince,  bcfidc  the  many  fliips  of  war  deftroyed,  the  Hollanders  had  loft  feven  hundred  merchant 
ihips  in  the  two  years  war  of  1652  and  1653.  Neceflity  therefore  compelled  them  to  fend  am- 
bafladors  to  the  Protefior,  Cromwell,  to  fue  for  peace,  and  to  accept  of  fuch  terms  as  he 
thought  fit  to  grant. 

This  peace  was  concluded  on  the  fifth  of  April,  1654:  by  which  mutual  friendfliip  and 
commerce  were  re-cftabliflied  between  them.  The  moft  remarkable  commercial  articles 
whereof  were  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 

"  That  the  fliips  of  the  Dutch,  as  well  fliips  of  war  as  others,  meeting  any  of  the  fliips  of 
^*  war  of  the  Englifli  commonwealth  in  the  Britifli  feas,  fliall  ftrike  their  flag,  and  lower  their 
*'  topfail ;  in  fuch  manner  as  hath  ever  been  at  any  time  heretofore  pradifed  under  any  former 
**  government." 
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1654  tS"  This  was  the  firft  inftancc  «f  England's  eftablifliing  the  right  of  the  flag,  by  a  formal 
treaty :  but,  fufpefting  tliat  the  Dutch  might  fcruple  to  pay  the  lame  honour  to  a  common- 
wealth as  had  before  been  paid  to  tlicir  Kings,  the  Englilh  republic  now  determined  to  make 
an  exprefs  article  for  it. 

**  The  States  General  Ihall  fee  juftice  done  on  the  authors  and  abettors  of  the  barbarous 
«*  murders  committed  on  the  Englilh  at  Amboyna,  in  the  year  1622-3,  if  any  of  them  be 
««  yet  alive." 

In  Thurloc*s  State  Papers,  vol.  ii.  p.  592,  there  is  a  letter  of  intelligence  from  the  Hague, 
dated  September,  1654,  Cgnifying,  that,  by  a  fubfequent  treaty,  the  Dutch  envoys  had  ad- 
jufted  with  the  Proteftor  all  the  differences  between  the  two  nations  about  Eaft  India  con- 
cerns ;  the  Dutch  agreeing  to  pay  eighty-five  thoufand  pounds,  and  to  reftbre  the  ifland  of 
Poleron  to  the  Englifh  Company ;  alfo  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds  for 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  fuffcrers  in  the  bufinefs  of  Amboyna ;  which  was  very  acceptable  to 
tlie  Dutch,  as  their  anibafladors  wrote,  more  efpecially  as  to  that  of  Amboyna,  which  had  car- 
ried fo  ill  a  face.     Thefe  two  fums  were  to  be  paid  in  January  and  March  following. 

And  in  vol.  iii.  ibid,  we  find  the  faid  eighty- five  thoufand  pounds  was  aftually  lodged  in  the 
liands  of  Sir  Thomas  Viner  and  Alderman  Riccard,  until  the  other  mutual  claims  of  both 
Companies  (houid  be  adjuft^d,  for  which  ^nd  tlie  Proteftor  had  now  appointed  commiflioners; 
as  we  (hall  prefently  fee. 

«*  Certain  Enghfli  fliips  and  goods  having,  by  the  influence  of  the  Dutch,  been  feized  and 
•«  detained  within  tlie  dominions  of  Denmark,  fince  May  1652;  the  States  General  oblige 
"  themfelves  to  make  reftitution  to  the  proprietors,  with  damages,  &c.  for  detention.  And 
^*  two  arbitrators  from  each  commonwealth  were  to  meet  in  Goldfmith's-ball  at  London,  and 
^  to  take  an  oath,  to  proceed,  without  refpeft  or  relation  had  to  either  flate,  or  to  any  par- 
**  ticular  intereft  whatever,  for  the  adjulbnent  of  this  matter:  and,  unlefs  they  agree  upon 
<«  fentence  before  the  firft  of  Auguft  1654,  the  aforefaid  arbitrators  fhall  from  that  day  be 
**  ftiut  up  in  a  chamber  by  themfelves,  without  fire,  candle,  meat,  drink,  or  any  other  re- 
*'  frcfhment,  till  fuch  time  as  they  fhall  come  to  an  agreement  concerning  the  matters  referred 
*'  to  them." 

This  is,  perhaps,  the  moft  fingular  ftipulation  that  was  ever  made  between  two  independent 
nations.  The  award  was,  that  the  States  General  fhould  pay  in  London,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
^ggx-ieved  pcrfons,  ninety-feven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy-three  pounds  and  ten- 
pence  fterling.  Vide  vol.  iii.  p.  112,  &c.  of  tlie  General  CoUeftion  of  Treaties,  in  four 
volumes,  oftavo,  fecond  edition,  publifhed  in  the  year  1732. 

**  in  cafe  the  commiflioners  to  be  appointed,  by  both  republics,  to  meet  at  London,  for  ad- 
**  jufting  all  damages  and  injuries  which  either  nation  may  allege  to  have  fuftained  from  tJie 
**  otlier,  fince  the  year  161 1  to  the  eighteenth  of  May  1652,  as  well  in  the  Eaft  Indies  as  in 
[•  *«  Greenland,  Mufcovy^  Brafil,  &c.  do  not,  within  three  months  after  their  firft  meeting  to- 
**  gether,  come  to  an  agreement,  then  their  differences  are  hereby  fubmitted  to  the  arbitration 
**  of  the  Proteftant  Cantons  of  Switzerland,  who  fliall  appoint  like  commiflioner&,  to  give 
**  final  judgment  within  fix  months  following :  which  judgment  fhall  bind  both  parties." 

Befide  thefe  tliere  was  a  fecret  article,  whereby  the  States  promifed  Cromwell,  the  Proteftor, 
not  to  chufe  the  Prince  of  Orange  for  tlieir  Stadtholder,  nor  Captain  General. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  exhibited  at  large  all  their  claims  for 

.damages  fuftained  in  India  by  the  Dutch  Company,  from  the  year  161 1  to  1652,  amounting 
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1654  to  fo  vaft  a  fum  as  two  millions  fix  hundred  and  ninety-five  tiioufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety 
pounds  fifteen  Ihillings — Principal,  flerling  money  :  and  the  intereft,  fay  they,  if  computed 
to  this  time,  will  amount  to  a  far  greater  fum  :  even  exclufive  of  the  iflands  of  Polcron  and 
Lantore. 

This  vaft  fum  is  made  up  of  feventeen  articles  of  damages  and  lofles,  which  the  Engli/h 
Company  alleged  to  have  fuftained  from  the  frauds  and  violences  of  the  Dutch  Company,  in 
the  Molucca  ifles,  at  Jacatra^  Bantam,  Poleron,  Lantore,  Perfia,  Surat,  Sumatra,  and  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Where  obferve,  **  that  our  Company,  fay  they,  in  the  reign  of  King 
**  James  I."  but  they  name  not  the  year,  *'  took  polTeflion  of  thofe  lands  at  that  Cape,  and 
**  caufed  a  rampart  to  be  caft  up,  called  James's  Mount,  on  which  they  planted  the  Engliffi 
**  colours.  And  they  therefore  now  demanded,  that  the  inheritance  of  thofe  territories  might 
*'  always  remain  in  tlve  power  of  the  Englifli ;  and  that  they  may  be  free  to  colonize  and  for- 
"  tify  there,  and  to  trade  thence  at  pleafure.'^ 

Thefe  feventeen  articles  of  claim  may  be  feen  at  large  in  the  Colleftion  of  Treaties  of  Peace 
and  Commerce,  in  four  volumes,  oftavo,  printed  in  tlie  year  1732;  on  which  therefore  we 
Ihall  not  be  more  particular  in  this  place. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  exhibited,  by  way  of  counter  demand, 
eleven  articles  ;  '*  for  expences  by  them  contributed  beyond  their  quota,  by  reafon  of  a  dcfi- 
♦*  ciency  on  our  Company's  part,  during  feventeen  years. — The  Engliih  Company  V half  of 
**  the  expence  of  defending  Fort  Gueldres  in  Pellicate,  and  at  the  fiege  of  Bantam. — Their 
**  one-third  of  the  fums  laid  out  in  the  Moluccas,  Amboyna,  and  Bandia,  after  February  1622, 
**  when  the  Englifh  left  off  paying  their  quota  in  thofe  parts."  Kl*  This  was  a  moft  impu- 
dent demand  ;  when  it  was  known,  that,  in  tlic  faid  year  1622,  the  Dutch  Company  hadcom- 
pleated  the  expulfion  of  the  Englifh  Company  from  all  thofe  iflands  :  and  yet  this  fame  modeft 
demand  was  for  no  lefs  than  five  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  "  For  the  Dutch 
*'  Company's  lofs  by  the  feizing  and  detaining  three  of  their  Ihips  at  Portfmouth,  bound  to 
**  Surat^  For  their  half  fliare  of  the  lofs  of  the  pepper  trade  at  Bantam  for  fix  years,  computed 
**  to  be  as  great  as  that  of  the  Englifh,  demanded  in  their  before-named  articles,"  viz.  fix 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  flerling.  **  For  the  extra  charges  of  the  Dutch  Company  for  con- 
**  voys  for  the  merchant  fhips  returning  from  India  by  the  north  Teas,  for  twenty  years;  and 
*«  for  wages  extraordinary  for  the  failors.  For  provifions  lent  to  the  Englifli  Company.  For 
•*  wages  of  the  Company's  feveral  fliips  and  pinnaces,  and  the  coft  of  others  employed  in  the 
♦*  fervrce  of  the  joint  trade,  &c.'* 

And,  in  fine,  the  Dutch  Company  determining  to  out-do  the  demands  of  the  Englifh  Com- 
pany, firft  exhibited,  they  made  the  whole  amount  to  no  lefs  than  two  millions  nine  hundred 
and  eighteen  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eleven  pounds  three  fliillings  and  fix-pence  flerling. 

Thus  the  two  Companies  made  demands  on  each  other,  more  like  mighty  potentates  than 
private  focieties  of  merchants  :  yet  we  are  not  to  be  furprized  thereat,  when  we  confider  dieir 
innnenfe  trade  to  and  from  India  and  Perfia  ;  and  that  the  feveral  fpices  of  thofe  days  were  in 
much  greater  requefl  than  they  are  in  omv  time.  It  is,  lK>wever,  more  than  probable,  that  both 
Companies  pretenfions  were  exaggerated,  although,  by  the  iffue,  it  appears  that  thofe  of  the 
Dutch  were  much  more  fo  than  the  Englifh.  So  their  vouchers  and  documents  v;ere  referred 
to  four  commiflloners,  appointed  by  each  Company ;  who,  without  doubt,  found  it  difficult 
enough  to  adjuft  fuch  intricate  accounts  and  demands  to  the  mutual  fatisfaftion  of  their  con- 
ilituents. 

The 
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1654  The  confcquent  award  is  dated  the  thirtieth  of  Auguft,  1654,  as  in  the  third  volume  of  the 
before-quoted  Colleftion  of  Treaties,  not  only  by  virtue  of  powers  from  their  refpeftive  Com- 
panies, but  likcwifc  by  the  authority  of  the  Protcftor  and  of  the  States  General;  being  in 
fubftance, 

**  That,  being  defirous  to  reconcile  and  re-eflablifli  a  perpetual  agreement  between  the  two 
"  Companies,  they  have  decided  and  determined  as  follows,  viz. 

*'  I.  We  hereby  make  void,  extingpilh,  obliterate,  and  altogether  wipe  out,  and  commit 
**  to  oblivion,  fo  as  never  to  be  revived  at  any  time,  and  upon  any  pretence,  by  any  pcrfon 
^'  whatever,  all  the  complaints,  pretenfions,  and  controverfics  above-mentioned;  and  all 
**  others  whatfoever  which  either  Company  may  have  made  on  each  other,  of  what  kind  fo- 
"  ever  they  may  be, 

"  II.  We  decree,  that  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  fhall  reftorc  to  the  Englifh  Eaft  In- 
^*  dia  Company  the  ifle  of  Poleron,  in  the  ftate  it  is  now  in. 

*'  III.  We  decrc«  and  ordain,  that  the  Dutch  Company  fliall  pay  to  the  faid  Englifh  Com- 
*'  pany,  here  in  London,  eighty-five  thoufand  pounds  ftcrling. 

**  IV.  As  10  the  complaints  and  demands  made  in  the  name  of  fome  private  EngHflimen, 
"  who  complain  of  having  received  injury  and  damage  at  Amboyna,  in  the  year  1622-3,"  the 
Englifh  Company's  damage  by  violences  committed  then  and  there,  being  given  up  or  com- 
penfated  by  the  preceding  articles,  **  after  having  heard  and  confidered  the  matters  which 
*'  have  been  alleged  and  exhibited  by  the  above-mentioned  deputies  of  the  Dutdi  Company, 
**  in  their  own  defence ;  and  we  being  defirous,  that  no  relifts  of  complaint  fhould  remain, 
*«  do,  by  virtue  of  the  full  powers  and  authority  aforcfaid,  appoint  and  ordain,  that  all  com- 
"  plaint,  aftion,  and  damage  of  the  Englifh  whomfocvcr,  whether  public  or  private,  on  the 
**  fcore  of  any  injury  or  damage  which  they  pretend  to  have  fuffercd  at  Amboyna,  in  the 
**  year  1622,  of  the  Englifh  ftile,  and  1623,  new  ilile,  may  be  made  void,  terminated,  and 
**  committed  to  oblivion.  And  that  no  perfon  fhall  enter  any  aft  ion  on  that  account,  nor 
^«  moleft,  difturb,  or  vex  the  faid  Dutch  Company,  nor  any  Dutchmen  on  that  pretext. 
**  And,  on  the  other  hand,  we  alfo  declare  and  ordain,  that  the  faid  Dutch  Company  fhall 
**  pay  here  at  London,  before  the  firft  of  January  next,  the  fum  of  three  thoufand  fix  hundred 
**  and  twenty-five  pounds  flerling,  viz.  to  the  nephew  and  adminiflrator  of  the  cfFefts  of 
"  Gabriel  Towerfon,  late  of  Amboyna,  deceafed,  feven  hundred  pounds :  and  in  like  man- 
**  ner  to  the  reprefentatives  of  tlie  other  fufFerers  in  the  then  cruel  mafTacrc  and  tortures  at 
*^*  Amboyna,  various  different  fums,  to  make  up  the  faid  fum  total  of  three  thoufand  fix  hun- 
**  dred  and  twenty-five  pounds.  And  on  this  confideration  we  infifl  that  their  aflions  or  fuits 
«*  be  altogether  fet  afide,  and  cancelled,  fo  as  never  to  be  revived  hereafter  by  any  perfon 
^  whomfoever. 

**  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  fubfcribed  thefe  prefents,  and  fealed  them  with  our  feals,  the 
^'  thirtieth  of  Auguft,  Englifh  ftile,  1654. 

"  John  Exton,  &c.  (L.  S.) 

*«  Andrian  Van  Aelmonde,  &c.  (L.  S.)'* 
Upon  this  famous  award,  very  little  by  way  of  remark  is  neceflary.  Certainly  Cromwell 
had  the  Dutch  at  this  time  very  much  in  his  power :  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally 
certain,  that  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  liad  committed  many  outrages  on  the  Englifh 
Company,  to  their  very  great  damage,  by  which  they  had  brought  our  faid  Company  into 
very  low  ^ircumftancca. 
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1654  It  IS  moreover  but  too  evidcivt,  that,  even  fuppofing  the  faSs  alleged  againft  the  Englifli  at 
Amboyna  had  been  all  clearly  made  out,  yet  the  barbarities  and  cruelties  committed  there 
againil  them  by  the  Dutch  were  abfoiutely  injuftlfiable  in  the  higheft  degree.  But  as  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  Amboyna  has  been  fo  frequently  and  unreafonably  brought  on  the  ftage  againft  the 
whole  Dutch  natron,  it  is  but  reafonable  it  Ihould  be  hereafter  buried  in  oblivion. 

In  this  fame  year  1654,  an  aft  of  the  Proteftor's  Parliament  limited  the  number  of  hackney 
coaclies  within  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  and  fix  miles  round  the  late  lines  of 
communication,  to  three  hundred,  and  to  fix  hundred  hackney  coach  borfes  :  the  government 
and  regulation  of  them,  with  refpeft  to  their  ftands,  rates,  &c.  to  be  in  the  Court  of  Alder- 
men of  London.  Every  fuch  coach  to  pay  twenty  fhillings  yearly,  for  defraying  the  expcncc 
of  regulating  of  them. 

The  fame  year  Cromwell  and  his  Parliament,  confidering  how  incongruous  it  was,  that 
vaflalage  and  fervile  fuperiorities  (hould  remain  in  one  part  of  the  fame  republic,  whilft  free- 
dom, wealth,  and  commerce  were  fo  much  boafted  of  in  the  other  part  of  it,  enaScd,  the  total 
abolition  thereof  in  Scotland. 

Had  this  regulation  been  confirmed  by  a  legal  Parliament  after  the  reftoration,  and  a  law 
had  been  made  for  obliging  landlords  to  grant,  and  for  enabling  tenants  to  take,  by  certain 
encouragements,  long  leafes  of  their  farms,  that  country  would  long  before  now  have  worn 
a  more  favourable  afpeft.  But,  at  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  fome  evil- 
minded  pcrfons  about  the  King  poffefled  him  with  a  notion,  that  the  faid  fuperiorities,  &c. 
were  far  from  being  a  grievance  to  the  crown,  who  might,  by  means  of  a  few  penfions,  fuc- 
cefsfully  make  ufe  of  the  vaffal  clans  for  keeping  the  reft  of  Scotland  in  fubjeftion ;  in  which 
they  were  far  from  being  greatly  miftaken. 

Cromwell  now  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance,  vol.  iii.  p.  97,  &c.  of  the  General 
Colleftion  of  Treaties,  with  King  John  IV.  of  Portugal ;  wherein  were  feveral  articles  ad- 
vantageous to  the  trade  of  England,  both  with  refpeft  to  England's  freely  trading  to  Brafii, 
&c.  in  a  greater  degree  than  fince  that  period.  The  manner  and  times  of  unlading  their  car- 
goes, and  of  difpofing  thereof^  as  well  as  of  their  purchafing  and  lading  of  their  homeward 
l>ound  cargoes,  as  alfo  for  their  freedom  from  troubles  and  lofles  upon  account  of  the  inqui- 
fition  there.  The  freedom  alfo  for  the  Englifh  to  trade  to  the  Pbrtuguefe  colonies  in  India; 
and  the  fecurity  of  the  goods  of  the  Engliih  dying  in  Portugal.  Which,  being  in  part  con- 
firmed by  fubfequent  and  more  legal  treaties^  it  is  not  ncceflary  for  us,  at  this  timc^  to  enlarge 
thereon. 

In  this  lame  year  1654,  Cromwell  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce  with  Den- 
mark :  by  which  England  was  to  be  favoured  as  much  m  the  cuftoms,  tolls,  &C:  as  were  the 
Hollanders,  or  any  other  nation,  Sweden  only  excepted ;  who  at  this  time  paid  no  toll  in 
paffing  the  Sound.  Neither  were  the  Englifli  fliips,  failing  up  the  Elbe  to  Hamburg,  tapay 
any  toll  or  cuftom,  nor  to  be  fearched  or  ftopped  at  Gluckftadt,  nor  at  any  other  fort  or  place 
on  the  Elbe  belonging  to  Denmark.  Vide  voL  iii.  p.  136,  &c.  of  the  General  Colleftion  of 
Treaties,  in  oAavo,  fecond  edition,   1752. 

Although  England,  long  before  this  time,  had  been  in  pofleffion  of  the  greatcft  woollen  ma- 
nufafture  of  any  nation  whatever,  and  aftually  made  the  very  fineft  cloth  as  well  as  ftuffs,  &c. 
yet  fuch  was  the  induftry  and  application  of  the  Hollanders,  that  they  had  ftill  the  credit  of 
dying  and  drefling  our  fine  cloths  better  than  our  people  could  as  yet  do*     Our  fine  white 
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1654  cloths  were  therefore,  for  the  moft  part,  ftill  fent  over  to  Holland,  for  that  pnrpofe,  and  re- 
turned back  to  England  dyed  and  dreflcd. 

This  circumftance  accomits  for  an  aflertion  in  an  ingenious  and  judicious  pamphlet,  pub- 
lilhed  in  the  year  1694,  p.  5  and  6,  entitled,  The  Intercft  of  E^igland  confidered,  viz.  **  that, 
"  not  above  forty  years  before,  our  nobility  and  gentry  vrere  furnifhed  from  Holland  with 
**  the  fined  cloth."  Yet,  foon  after,  our  dyers  and  cloth  dreffers  got  the  better  of  this  defeft; 
although  the  Dutch  fcarlets  and  blacks  are  faid  by  fome  to  retain  a  fuperior  credit  even  la 
this  day. 

In  this  fame  year  fome  of  Cromwell's  Ihips  reduced  the  forts  in  Nova  Scotia,  in  the  bay  of 
Fundy,  &c.  which  in  his  treaty  with  France,  in  the  following  year,  he  could  not  be  brought 
to  reftore.  Yet,  upon  a  remonftrance  to  him  from  Monfieur  de  la  Tour,  of  the  Houfc  of 
Bouillon,  fetting  forth,  that  he  had  before  made  a  purchafe  of  Nova  Scotia  from  the  Earl  of 
Sterling,  Cromwell  confented  to  its  being  given  up  to  him. 

In  our  times,  fuch  bargains  of  a  fubjed  to  alienate  to  one  of  another  nation  any  fuch  con- 
liderable  part  of  the  crown's  territory  would  not  be  deemed  legal  :  but  that  country's  great 
importance  was  not  well  underftood  till  long  after  this  time.  Monfieur  de  la  Tour,  however, 
foon  after  fold  Nova  Scotia  to  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  who  was  both  proprietor  and  governor  of 
it  till  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  II. 

In  the  fame  year  Cromwell,  the  Englifli  Proteftor,  concluded,  at  Upfal,  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  Chriftina,  the  famous  Queen  of  Sweden  :  which,  relating  folcly  to  the  general  freedom 
of  commerce  and  navigation  on  both  fides,  requires  no  particular  recital.  Vide  vol.  iii.  p.  89- 
to  97,  of  the  General  Colleftion  of  Treaties,  in  four  volumes,  oftavo,  fecond  edition,  pub- 
lifhcd  in  the  year  1732. 

Probably  by  or  about  this  time  Sunderland  began  to  be  a  town  of  fome  confideration ;  al- 
though in  Camden's  time,  in  the  year  1607,  it  was  not  of  confequencc  enough  to  be  taken 
notice  of  by  him  in  his  Britannia.  Bifhop  Gibfon,  in  his  Englifh  edition  of  Camden,  pub- 
lifhed  in  1695,  fays,  **  that  Sunderland  was  then  a  handfome,  populous  town,  on  the  fouth- 
•*  ern  bank  of  the  river  Were,  in  the  bifhopric  of  Durham,  built  fince  Camden's  time,  and 
**  very  much  enriched  by  the  coal  trade.  Were  the  harbour,"  fays  the  Bifhop,  "  deep 
"  enough  to  receive  fhips  of  the  fame  burden  as  the  river  Tyne  can  do,  it  would  be  no  fmall 
"  detriment  to  Newcaftle." 

In  this  fame  year  the  Engli(h  Proteftor,  Cromwell,  for  the  fupport  of  his  own  peculiar  in- 
tereft,  though  much  againft  the  true  intereft  of  England,  now  joined  with  France  in  a  war 
againft  Spain,  which  by  this  time  had  been  already  too  much  deprefled.  Which  ill-advifed 
war  occafioned  large  feizures  of  our  effects  in  Spain,  with  great  lofles  at  fea,  and  interrupted 
our  profitable  commerce  with  that  country, — thereby  alfo  enabling  the  wifer  Hollanders  to  get 
furer  footing  in  the  Spanifti  trade  ; — and  being  the  caufe  alfo  of  introducing  into  England  a 
relifti  for  French  frippery,  and,  which  was  worft  of  all,  deftroying  flill  more,  in  favour  of 
France,  the  juft  equilibrium  of  power  in  Europe. 

About  the  middle  of  this  feventeenth  century  there  were  various  bloody  engagements  on 
the  feas  between  the  Venetians  and  the  Turks.  Yet  although  the  former  were  generally  vie* 
tors  on  that  element,  the  latter,  neverthelefs,  continued  to  get  ground  on  the  former  at  land, 
as  in  Candia,  &c.  The  Turks  alfo  gained  ground  of  the  Houfc  of  Auftria  on  the  fide  of 
Hungary,  as  they  did  alfo  on  the  fide  of  Poland, 
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1654  In  this  fame  remarkable  year,  after  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  had  gradually  loft  all 
their  other  ftrong  holds  in  Brafil,  their  capital  fort  and  port  of  the  Receif  was  uken  from 
them  by  the  Portuguefe  ;  by  which  capture,  after  thirty  years  poffeflion  of  a  great  part  of  that 
<:ountry,  they  were  now  quite  expelled  from  it ;  and  the  faid  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  re- 
ceived an  irrecoverable  blow.  Yet  this  fame  lofs  bringing  on  a  war  between  thofe  two  na- 
tions, till  the  year  1661,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company's  fucceffes  againft  the  Portuguefe  in 
India  more  than  countervailed  the  other  Company's  loffes  :  they  having  defpoiled  the  Portu- 
guefe of  almoft  all  their  valuable  poffefnons  in  India.  By  thofe  truly  royal  conquefts  in. Brafil, 
Angola,  St.  Thomas,  &c.  which  the  States  and  the  Prince  of  Orange  perfuadcd  the  feid  Weft 
India  Company  to  undertake,  the  greateft  part  of  their  capital  was  exhaufted ;  they  having 
fpent  thereon  in  all  one^  hundred  and  fixty-eight  millions  of  guilders,  or  about  fixtecn  mil- 
lions  ftcrling.  Yet  their  remaining  conquefts  on  the  Guinea  coaft  have  proved  of  infinite  be- 
nefit to  the  Dutch  commerce,  and  would  be  ftill  more  fo  were  their  colonies  in  America  more 
x:oTifiderable. 

By  the  erefling  of  this  exclufive  Weft  India  Company,  fays  Dc  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of 
Holland,  we  have  quite  loft  our  open  trade  to  Guinea,  and  that  of  fait  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
In  another  place  ho  ohferves,  **  riiat  whilft  the  Hollanders  were  at  war  with  Spain,  theereftion 
*'  of  their  Eaft  India  and  Weft  India  Companies  was  a  neceflary  evil;  bccaufe  our  people," 
fays  he,  part.  i.  chap.  19,  ''  would  be  trading  to  fuch  countries  where  our  enemies  were  too 
♦*  ftrong  for  particular  adventurers,  in  order  to  lay  the  foundation  of  thofe  trades  ty  powerful 
**  armed  focieties.  But  thofe  trades  being  now  well  fettled,  it  may  be  juftly  doubted,  whether 
**  the  faid  Companies  ought  any  longer  to  be  continued."  In  Niewhoff*s  iecond  volume  of 
Voyages,  it  is  aflerted,  that  when  the  Dutch,  in  the  year  1660,  by  treaty,  yielded  up  all  Brafil 
to  Portugal,  the  Dutch  were  to  be  paid  eight  million  of  guilders,  and  alfo  to  be  allowed  a  free 
trade  to  Portugal,  Guinea,  and  Brafil,  paying  only  the  fame  cuftom  as  the  native  Portu<ruefc: 
but  this  treaty  is  not  now  in  force,  and  perhaps  never  exifted  with  all  thofe  advantao-es. 

In  tliis  year  died  the  very  learned  John  Selden,  Efq;  a  great  antiquarian  and  civilian,  author 
of  the  book  entitled.  Mare  Claufum,  which  we  have  already  fufficiently  noticed. 

In  the  fame  year  a  number  of  perfons  of  diftinftion  in  London  feemed  earneftly  to  fet  about 
tlie  herring  fifliery :  and,  for  their  encouragement,  the  Englifh  commonwealth  granted  them 
an  exemption  from  the  duties  on  fait  and  on  naval  ftores,  to  be  ufed  in  their  faid  filhcry, 
-CoUeflions  were  likewifc  made  at  London,  and  other  parts,  towards  the  erefting  of  wharfs, 
docks,  and  ftorehoufes  ;  and  for  the  purchafing  of  ground  for  the  making  and  tanning  of  their 
nets.     Yet  this  attempt  proved  unfuccefsful. 

In  Thurloe's  fecond  volume,  p.  64,  of  State  Papers,  we  have  an  efti- 
xnate  from  the  commiffioners  of  the  Englifh  Admiralty  Board  of  the  whole 
charge  of  the  navy,  for  that  winter  and  the  fummer  enfuing,  viz.  i.  850,610    o    C 

2.  For  the  additional  expence  of  the  fea  ordnance.  -  •  5^  208  12    8 

3.  And  if  Admiral  Blake's  and  Admiral  Penn's  fliips,  &c.  are  to  be  kept 

up  till  the  firft  of  Oftober,  it  will  coft  further  -  -  -108  010    0    0 

4.  For  the  provifions  of  one  thoufand  additional  men  -  ^6  000    o   0 


Total,  1,048,737  13    8 
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1655      In  the  faid  third  volume,  p.  80,  of  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  we  have  a  letter  of  intelligence 
from  the  Hague,  dated  the  fifteenth  of  January,   1654-5,  purporting, 

"  That  the  merchants  of  Amfterdam  had  advice,  that  tlie  Lord  Proteftor  will  diflblve  the 
"  Eaft  India  Company  at  London,  and  will  declare  the  navigation  and  commerce  to  the  In- 
<*  dies  to  be  free  and  open;  which  doth  caufe  great  jealoufy  at  Amfterdam,  as  a  thing  that 
«*  will  very  much  prejudice  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  Holland." 

This  it  feems  was  aftually  done  about  this  time,  but,  the  damage  occafioned  by  this  meafure 
to  that  trade  obliged  the  Protestor  to  re-inftate  that  Company^  as  we  Ihall  fee,  three  years  after 
this  time. 

In  the  ninth  edition  of  PuffendorPs  Introduftion  to  the  Hiftory  of  Europe,  we  find  tho 
Hollanders,  who  had  fo  great  a  Ihare  of  commerce  in  the  countries  bordering  on  the  Baltic 
Shores,  frequently  interpofing  in  the  quarrels  between  the  northern  crowns ;  the  conftant  aim 
of  the  Dutch  republic  being  wifely  to  preferve  an  equilibrium  between  thofe  northern  poten- 
tates, as  the  beft  means  to  fupport  the  freedom  of  tlieir  great  commerce  to  thofe  countries. 
Particularly,  fays  that  author,  **  in  the  year  1655,  the  Dutch  growing  jealous  of  the  great 
**  fuccefs  of  the  Swedes  againft  Poland,  left  they  fhould,  in  the  end,  become  matters  of  Pruflla, 
"they  ftirred  up  the  King  of  Denmark,  Frederick  IIL  againft  them."  But  the  Danes  being 
worfted  in  this  war,  the  Hollanders  fent  a  fleet  firft  to  the  afliftance  of  the  city  of  Dantz'ic,  in- 
fulted  by  the  Swedifh  fleet,  and^  next  to  relieve  Copenhagen,  befieged  by  the  Swedifli  fleet, 
with  which  the  Dutch  had  a  fea  fight,  wherein  they  loft  two  Admirals,  but  gained  their  main 
point  of  raifing  the  fiege  of  Copenhagen.  The  Dutch  alfo  were  aflifting  to  the  Danes,  in  the 
**  following  year,  in  a  fea  fight  againft  Sweden  near  the  Sound;  which,  in  the  end,  brought 
"  about  a  peace  between  thofe  two  kingdoms." 

It  is  undoubtedly  the  intereft  of  all  Europe,  but  more  efpecially  of  the  free  commercial  ftates 
of  it,  that  a  juft  balance  be  preferved  between  the  faid  northern  potentates  ;  fo  as  no. one  of 
them  be  permitted  to  fwallow  up,  or  even  to  be  greatly  fuperior  to  the  reft. 

We  find  by  the  author  of  a  book,  entitled,  England's  Grievance  difcovered  in  Relation  to 
the  Coal  Trade,  publifhed  in  the  year  1655,  already  quoted  under  the  years  1637  and  1638, 
that,  fo  early  as  this  year  1655,  coals  from  Newcaftle  were  ufually  fold  at  above  twenty  fliil- 
lings  the  chaldron.  The  fcope  of  this  author  was,  "  that  the  coal  owners  of  Northumber- 
**  land  and  of  the  Bifliopric  of  Durham  might  have  liberty  to  fell  their  coals  direftly  to  the 
**  mafters  of  fhips  ;  and  for  a  free  market  at  Shields,  Avith  leave  to  lay  ballaft  there,  whereby,'* 
fays  he,  '*  coals  would  be  brought  down  to  twenty  (hillings  the  chaldron  all  the  year  round  : 
"  whereas  now  the  owners  of  the  colleries  muft  firft  fell  their  coals  to  the  magiftrates  of 
"  Newcaftle, — the  magiftrates  to  the  mafters  of  fliips, — the  mafters  of  Ihips  to  the  London 
"  wharfingers, — and  thefe  laft  to  the  venders  :  every  change  of  the  property  enhancing  the 
price  of  the  coals. 

*'  By  having  a  free  market  at  Shields,*'  our  author  alleges,  *'  that  provifions  would  be  had 
"  cheaper  for  the  multitude  of  fhipping,  being  above  nine  hundred  fail ;  and  alfo  for  the  in* 
**  habitants  there  :  and  that  coals  being  bought  direftly  from  the  firft  hand,  there  might  be  as 
"  many  more  voyages,"  to  London,  *'  in  a  year  as  now  they  make.  That  there  are  ac- 
"  counted  at  Newcaftle  three  hundred  and  twenty  keels,  or  lighters,  each  of  which  carries 
*'  yearly  eight  hundred  chaldrons  of  coals,  Newcaftle  meafure,  on  board  th  (hips  ;  and 
**  that  one  hundred  and  thirty-fix  chaldrons  of  Newcaftle  meafure  is  eq^ual  to  two  hundred 
**  and  feventeen  chaldrons  of  London  meafure." 
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1655  To  what  this  author  fo  plaufibly  alleges  we  need  only  to  add,  that  the  enhanced  price  of 
coals  fince  his  time  is  really  become  a  great  burthen  to  our  convmercial  and  raanufafturing 
people,  and  to  all  tlie  industrious  poor  in  and  near  London ;  and  that  it  would  be  doing  very 
great  fcrvice  to  trade,  if  a  method  could  be  found  out  for  reducing  it;  and  even  for  fixing 
coals  to  ailandard  pricei  if  poffible,  which,  with  certain  ncceflary  regulations  therein,  forac 
have  been  of  opinion  might  be  efFe£ied,  at  leaft  in  peaceable  times.  It  feems  indeed  wortliy 
the  confideration  of  our  legiflature,  that  two  millions,  at  leafl,  of  people  fhould  no  longer 
have  fo  grievous  a  monopoly  lying  upon  them,  and  on  commerce,  merely  for  the  aggrandizing 
^f  a  few  families. 

"While  Cromwell  was  deliberatmg  on  the  different  propofals  of  France  and  Spain,  to  gain 
him  to  their  fide,  fays  the  author  of  his  life,  publifhcd  in  the  year  1741^  one  Gage,  who  had 
been  a  Romifh  pricft,  but  now  was  become  a  Proteflant,  returned  from  the  Spanifh  Wefl  la- 
<lies,  where  he  had  refided  many  years ;  and  gave  the.Proteflor  fo  particular  an  account  of  the 
wealth  as  well  as  feeble  ftate  of  the  Spaniards  in  thofe  parts,  as  induced  him  to  determine  on 
an  attempt  to  conquer  both  the  iflands  of  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba ;  as  his  fuccefs  therein,  ac- 
cording to  Gage,  would  make  the  reft  of  Spanifh  America  an  eafy  conqucft  :  and  as  moreover, 
one  Simon  dc  CafFcres,  a  Spaniard,  liad  alfo  been  confulted  in  it. 

In  confequence  of  tliis  determination  Vice  Admiral  Penii  was,  in  this  year  1655,  fcnt 
-out  with  thirty  fliips  of  war  and  about  four  thoufand  land  forces :  but  neither  France  nor 
Spain  could  penetrate  into  its  deftination. — The  troops  landed  on  Hifpaniola,  near  St.  Do- 
mingo, but  in  a  bad  part  of  the  ifland,  and,  marching  without  proper  guides  through  thick 
woods,  &c.  fix  hundred  of  our  men  were  flain  by  the  Spaniards,  with  Major  General  Holmes: 
whereupon  tliey  embarked  witli  the  remainder,  and  failed  for  Jamaica  ;  "  a  place,"  as  Colo- 
nel Modyford  writes,  from  Barbadocs,  in  Thurloc,  vol.  iii.  p.  565,  **  far  more  proper  for  our 
**  purpofcs,  by  fituatiort,  than  either  Hifpaniola  or  Porto  Rico,-^far  more  convenient  for  at- 
"**  tempts  on  the  Spanifh  fleets,  and  more  efpecially  for  the  Carthagena  fleet*' 

Cromwell's  intention  does  not  appear  to  have  been  abfolutely  fixed  to  any  particular  place 
in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  his  inftruftion  to  General  Venablcs  being  merely  difcretionary..  It  was 
.even  left  to  his  judgment  whether  to  attempt  Carthagena,  the  Havannah,  or  Porto  Rico,  or 
iettle  onfomcpartof  the  terra  firma,  to  the  windward  of  Carthagena.  They  arrived,  how- 
«ver,  at  Jamaica,  on  tlie  third  of  May  1656,  and  marched  direftly  to  its  capital,  St.  Jago, 
from  whence  the  Spaniards  fled  to' the  mountains  and  other  inacceffibie  places,  with  their  bed 
«fFe£ls.— And,  after  fome  time,  retired  to  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  leaving  behind  them  their  ne- 
groes and  mulatoes  in  the  woods,  for  harrafSng  the  Englifh,  until  they  fhould  return  and  re- 
lieve them  ;  but  the  Englifh  at  Jamaica  being  recruited  with  fhips  and  troops  from  England, 
the  Spaniards,  after  fevcral  conflifts,  were  obliged  to  abandon  Jamaica  to  the  Englifh.  When 
this  conqueft  was  firft  undertaken,  the  Spaniards  at  Jamaica  did  not  exceed  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  perfons  in  number,  with  about  as  many  negroes-  Columbus,  in  the  year  1494, 
found  it  a  pleafant  and  populous  ifland  ;  but  the  Spaniards  are  faid,  even  by  their  own  au- 
thors, to  have  put  to  death  no  lefs  a  number  than  fixty  thoufand  of  the  natives  of  that 
ifland,  and  had  continued  to  root  out  the  remainder  of  the  natives  before  the  Englifh  had  con- 
.quered  it. 

In  Thurloe*s  State  Papers,  vol.  iv.  p.  62 — 3,  we  find,  that  Simon  dc  Cafieres,  a  Spaniard, 
already-mentioned,  laid  before  the  Protcftor  the  following  fchcme,  in  tlie  year  1655,  viz. 

3  ^'  That 
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1655      "  That  with  four  men  of  war  only,  and  four  fliips  with  proviiions,  ammunition,  and  one 

*^  thoufand  foldiers,  to  fail  into  the  South  Seas,  round  Cape  Horn,  and  fo  pafllng  by  Baldivia, 

<*  in  Chili,  from  which  port  the  Spaniards  had  long  before  been  driven,  the  faid  kingdom  of 

**  Chili  might  be  conquered  from  Spain  :  our  people  to  rendezvous  at  the  ifle  of  La  Mocha, 

**  where  they  might  viftual  and  water,  as  tliere  were  none  but  Indians  there  ;  and  as  Chili 

**  abovinds  more  wi:h  gold  than  any  other  part  of  America,  as  well  as  with  provifion^  and  a 

**  wholcforae  climate:  as,  moreover,  the  Chilians  dr<  the  moft  warlike  of  any  Americam 

*'  people,  and,  being  mortal  foes  to  the  Spaniards,  by  reafon  of  their  former  cruelties,  they 

<*  probably  would  gladly  fide  with  any  people  inclinable  to  drive  the  Spaniards  quite  out  of 

*'  their  country. — That,  if  this  projeft  fliould  fucceed,  it  would  diftrcfs  Spain  in  the  moft 

<*  fenfible  and  leaft  guarded  part. — That  the  (hips  of  war  above-mehtioned  would  fervc  to 

**  feize  on  the  Spanifli  treafure,  going  annually  from  Chili  to  Africa,  and  thence  by  Lima 

•*  and  Guayaquil  to  Panama>  and  fo  over  land  to  Porto  Bello,  in  the  Weft  Indies  ;  as  well 

"  as  to  feize  on  the  two  yearly  rich  Acapulco  (hips. — CafFeres,  for  thefe  purpofes,  undertook 

**  to  engage  in  Holland  fome  of  thofe  who  went  into  Brouwer's  expedition  againft  Baldivia." 

Neverthclefs,  this,  like  all  our  former  propofed  expeditions  into  the  South   Seas,  was  not 

found  likely*  to  anfwer, — partly  on  account  of  the  g-reat  dangers  in  a  moft  tempeftubus  ocean^ 

tlie  inconftancy  of  the  cliinate  when  there,  and  the  almoft  infuperable  difficulties  which  would 

be  occafioncd  by  our  being  ij^ite  out  of  the  reach  of  friendly  ports. 

In  the  faid  fourth  yolume  of  State  Papers,  p.  177,  Cromwell  appoints  his  fon  Richard, 
Tfvith  many  lords  of  his  council,  judges^  and  gentlemen,  and  about  twenty  merchants  of  Lon- 
don, York,  Newcaftle,  Yarmoutli,  Dover,  &c.  **  to  meet  and  confider  by  what  means  the 
**  traffic  and  navigation  of  the  republic  might  be  beft  promoted  and  regulated,  and  to  report, 
**  &c." 

On  this  occafion,  we  cannot  forbear  mentioning  a  fevere  remark  of  the  Dutch,  which  has 
too  often  been  verified  by  experience  ;  it  is  from  the  firft  volume  of  Thurloc,  p.  498,  in  a  let- 
ter of  intelligence  from  the  Hague,  in  the  year  1653,  ^^^'  **  A  committee  for  trade  was  fome^" 
*'  time  finee  crefted  in  England,  which  we  then  feared  would  have  proved  very  prejudicial  to 
**  our  ftate ;  but  we  are  glad  to  fee  that  it  was  only  nominal.  So  that  we  hope  in  time,  thofc 
•*  of  London  will  forget  that  ever  tliey  were  merchants." 

In  the  faid  fourth  volume,  p.  599,  of  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  we  learn,  that  the  Swedifh 
Rcfident  in  Holland,  did,  in  this  year  1655,  reprefent,  "  That  the  Commiffioners  of  the 
*'  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  in  New  Netherland,"  now  New  York,  *'  did,  in  this  fummer, 
**  aflault  the  Swedifh  colony  there  by  force  of  arms,  took  their  forts,  drove  away  the  fnhabi- 
*^  tants,  and  wholly  difpoflefTed  tlie  Swedifh  Company  of  their  diftrift  ;  although  it  be  true, 
**  and  without  difpute,  that  they"  (the  Swedes)  **  did  acquire  that  fort  by  the  jufteft  title," 
(Optimo  tttuh  juris)  "  and  did  buy  it  of  the  natives  ;  and,  in  confequence,  have  had  pofTeffioa 
**  of  it  feveral  years,  without  that  the  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  ever  before  pretended  any 
**  right  thereto.  Wherefore,  the  faid  Refidcnt,  in  his  Matter's  name,  demands,  that  the 
*'  Swedifh  Company  may  have  it  reftored  to  them,  &c."  We  may,  on  this  occafion,  obferve, 
that  although  the  Dutch  never  cffeftually  reftored  to  the  Swedes  the  country  they  had  now 
feized  on  ;  y«t,  even  in  our  days,  we  find  many  families  in  the  province  of  New  Y<n-k,  who 
are  defcended  from  the  Swedes  formerly  fettled  there. 

In  Thurloe's  faid  State  Paper,  (vol.  iii.  p.  497,  for  they  are  not  always  placed  in  cxiafft  chro- 
nological order)  amongft  Cromwell's  inftrufiions  in  this  year  1655,  for  the  council  of  Scot- 
VoL.  II.  3  I  land. 
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1655  land,  we  find  the  following  very  good  one,  viz.  **^  That  in  regard  there  be  a  great  ttiany  hof- 
**  pitals  and  other  mortifications  (mortmains)  in  Scotland,  yon  are  therefore  to  take  fpecial 
**  notice  and  confideration  of  the  fame,  and  fee  them  particularly  employed  for  the  benefit  of 
**  the  poor,  and  other  pious  ufes,  for  which  they  werefirft  appointed :— and  to  obey  every  other 
•*  thing  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  in  the  feveral  parifhes,  that  fo  none  ga  a  begging,  to  the 
**  fcandai  af  the  Chriftian  profeffioii :  but  each  parifh  to  maintain  its  own  poor." 

In  the  faid  third  volume  of  Thurloe,  under  the  year  1655,  we  have  a  letter  of  intelligence 
from  the  Hague,  importing,  that  the  States  of  Holland  had  this  year  reduced  the  intcreft  of 
money  due  by  them,  from  five  to  four  per  cent,  whereby  they  faved  one  million  four  hundred 
thoufand  guilders  per  annum.  And  Penfionary  De  Witt,  on  this  very  point  obferves,  (chap. 
vi.  part  3,  p.  466)  **  that  by  the  zeal  of  our  good  rulers  an  expedient  was  found,  to  dlfchargc 
**  the  province  of  Holland  of  one  hundred' and  forty  millions  of  guilders,  or  nearly  about  four- 
•*  teen  millions  ilferling,  by  reducing  the  yearly  intereft  thereof  from  five  to  four  percent,  and 
^  employing  the  yearly  advance  of  it  towards  difcharging  tjie  principal,  which  hereby  will  be 
"  all  paid  off  in  twenty-one  years." 

This  was  probably  the  firft  national  finking  fund  ever  fet  on  foot  in  all  Europe. 

De  Witt  adds  on  this  fubjeft,  *♦  that  what  is  to  be  moft  gloried  m,  is,  that  although  the 
•*  greateft  part  of  the  regents  ef  Holland  had  lent  a  confiderable  part  of  their  eftates  to  that 
•«  province ;  neverthelefs,  the  confideration  of  their  own  ^ofit  did  not  hinder  thena  from  cut- 
•*  ting  off  a  fifth  part  of  their  revenue  for  the  neceflary  fervice  of  the  public.'*  Here  that  able^ 
author  was  perhaps  fome what  miflaken  in  his  proud  boafting;  fince,  poflibly,  thofe  felf-dc- 
nying  regents  could  not  well  teir  where  t^  get  an  higher  intereft  for  their  i^oney  elfewherc,. 
had  they  been  inftantly  paid'off,  as  was  afterwards  the  parallel  cafe  of  the  Poj^e's  finking  fund, 
in  the  year  a  686,  of  which  in  its  place,  and  of  the  feveral  branches  of  our  own  national  fink- 
ing fund,  from  1717,  and  afterwards. 

In  the  faid  third  volume,  p.  713,  of  Thurlbe's  State  Papers,  Mr.  Pndeaux,  the  Engli(h 
Ruflia  Company's  Agent  at  Archangel,  fends  to  Cromwell  an  account  of  the  value  of  the  ex- 
ports from  Archangel,  in  that  fame  year  1655,  fo  far  as  to  the  date  of  his  faid  letter,  Auguft 
15,  amounting  to  fi-x  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  rubles,  valuing  two  rubles  then  equal  to  one 
pound  fterling,  though  at  thisdky  of  a  fmaller  value.  The  principal  articles  then  were,  pot- 
aflics,  caviare^,  tallow,  hides,  fables,  and^  cable-yarn.  The  reft  were,  coarfe  linen,  bed  fea- 
thers, tar,  linen-yarn>  beef,  rhubarb,  Perfian  filk,  cork,  bacon,  cordage,  Ikins  of  Iquirrcls 
and  cats,  bees-waxy  hogs  briftlds,  mice  and  goat-lkins,  fwan  and  geefe  down,  goofc  and  duck 
feathers,  candles,  &c.  However,^  fince  the  rife  of  the  new  city  of  Peterfburgh,  and  that  the 
ports  of  Livonia  are  now  fubjeft  to  Ruifia,  Archangel's  exports  may  now  poffibly  be  much 
leflcned. 

In  this  fame  year  1655,  Cromwell  concluded  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  with  the  mi- 
nifters  of  King  Lewis  XIV.  of  France,  a  minor.  What  relates  to  our  principal  fubjeft,  fol- 
lows, viz.^ — (vol.  iii.  p.  149,  of  General  Colleftion  of  Treaties,  fecond  edition,  r7^32.J 

Article  V.  "  The  people  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  may  import  into  France  all 
**  their  mamifaftures  of  wool  and  filk,  and  may  fell  them  there  without  forfeiture  orpenaltf. 
**  —Provided,  cloths  ill-made  or  unfalhionablc  be  carried  back  to  England,  without  paying 
**  any  duty  for  the  fame. — Provided  alfo,  that  th^  fabjefts  of  France  may  as  freely  import 
**  into  England,  and  fell  their  wines  and  manufaftures  of  wool  and  filk:  and  that  the  fob- 
**  jefts  of  both  contrafting  parties  Ihall  be  kindly  treated^  and  enjoy  like  privileges  with  other 
"  foreigners, 

XXIV.  "  Re- 
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1655  XXIV.  "  Relates  to  prizes  taken  at  fca,  on  both  fides,  fince  the  year  i640>  the  dctermi- 
***  nation  whereof,  if  not  fuiiflied  by  comrniffioners  within  fix  months  and  a  fortniglit,  fhall 
**  be  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  the  republic  of  Hamburg. 

XXV.  **  And  wliereas  the  three  forts  of  Pcntacoet,  St.  John,  and  Port-Royal,  lately 
-**  taken  (by  England)  in  America,  /.  e,  in  Nova  Scotia,  would  be  reclaimed  by  the  within- 
**  named  French  Ambaflador  ;  and  that  the  Comrniffioners  of  his  Highnefs,"  (the  Pro- 
teftor,)  "  would  argue,  from  certain  rcafons,  that  they  ought  to  be  -detained  ;  it  is 
**  agreed  to  refer  this  point  likcwife  to  the  comrniffioners  and  arbitrators  in  the  preceding 
«  article." 

Againft  the  conclufion  of  this  treaty  King  Philip  IV.  of  Spain  had  firongly  remonftrated  by 
two  ambafladors  to  the  Protestor,  (vide  vol.  iii.  p.  146,  of  General  Colledion  of  Treaties, 
publiflied  in  the  year  1732)  by  fhewing  that  France  had  fecrctly  fomented  all  the  confpiracics 
-againft  his  life  and  government ;  whilft,  on  the  contrary,  Spain  had  been  the  firft  potentate 
which  recognized  the  Englifh  republic  : — and  his  Catholic  Majefty  perceiving,  that  the  trea^ 
ties  with  Holland,  Denmark,  Sweden,  and  Portugal  are  concluded,  that  with  France  fo  for- 
ward, and  the  treaty  with  him  the  only  one  deferred,  at  which  all  mankind  are  furprized,  the 
faid  ambaffiidors  had  orders  to  prefs  the  conclufion  of  it. — And  that  in  cafe  Ms  Higknefs  in- 
clines 10  recover  Calais,  Spain  will  join  her  forces  to  thofc  of  England,  both  by  fea  and 
land,  for  that  end. — Provided  England  will  affift  the  Prince  of  Conde  with  (hips  and  troops  to 
land  him  at  Bourdeaux  or  elfewhere,  fo  as  he  may  have  footing  in^  France,  &c. — Vide  faid 
CoUeftion. 

But  Cromwell's  particular  intereft,  as  before  obferved,  outweighed  his  concern  for  the  true 
jntereft  of  England  :  for  the  fecret  article  in  the  above  treaty  with  France  over-balanced  all 
■other  <:onfiderations,  viz.  France's  engaging  that  the  under-named  pcrfons  fhould  not  remain 
^ere  l>eyond  forty  days  after  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  viz.  King  Charles  II.  and  his  bro- 
thers the  Dukes  of  York  and  Gloucefter,  the  Marquis  of  Ormond,  Sir  Edward  Hyde,  and 
fifteen  more  lords  and  gentlemen,  therein  named. 

Thus  did  Cardinal  Mazarine  meanly  abandon  the  Englifh  Royal  Family  and  their  friends, 
purely  to  enable  France  furtlicr  to  weaken  Spain,  which  was  already  too  much  enfeebled,  and 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  thereby  further  endangered.  Upon  this  treaty,  \\\t  King  of 
Spain  feized  on  all  the  efFefts  of  the  Englifh  merchants  in  his  dominions,  to  a  confiderablc 
value ;  and  by  this  war  with  Spain  the  Hollanders  gained  a  valuable  commerce  with  that  coun- 
try, formerly  enjoyed  by  the  Englifh. 

In  proportion  to  the  gradual  declenfion  of  the  power  of  the  Spanifh  monardiy,  the  French 
monarchy  increafed  in  power,  riches,  commerce,  and  territory.  France  hitherto  found  it  her 
intereft  to  keep  fair  with  Holland,  as  well  on  account  of  their  fhipping,  which  was  undoubted- 
ly very  ^eat  at  this  time,  as  for  the  incredible  quantity  of  French  manufaftures  and  produft 
which  the  Dutch  took  ofF  and  difperfed  all  over  Europe.  But  when  Cromwell  had  now  enter- 
ed into  clofe  meafures  with  the  Cardinal  Minifter  Mazarine,  France  then  began  to  treat  the 
©utch  with  lefs  ceremony,  and  to  eftablifh  companies  of  merchants  at  home,  for  the  herring, 
cod,  and  whale  fifheries;  and  to  prevent  the  importation  of  whale-fins  and  train  oil  by  foreign- 
ers. France  alfo  laid  a  duty  of  fifty  £61s  per  ton  on  all  foreign  ihips,  both  coming  in  and  going 
'Ottt  of  her  fea  ports* 

3  I  2  Thcfe 
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1655  Thefc  and  fuch  like  fymptoms  did  but  too  plainly  indicate  the  mercantile  and  political  fu- 
periority  which  France  aheady  had  over  Spain,  and  that  the  fcale  of  the  former  was  likely  to 
preponderate  ftill  further. 

In  this  fame  year  1655,  the  Jews  found  means  to  perfuade  the  ProteQor,  Cromwell,  to  re- 
admit them  to  fettle  in  England,  although  the  Long  Parliament  had  before  refufed  it;  it  be- 
ing, in  this  year,  juft  three  hundred  and  fixty-five  years  fince  their  expulfion  by  King  Edward 
the  Firft,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reignj  in  the  year  1290.  The  Protcftor,  it  is  faid, 
had  been  perfuaded  by  them  and  their  friends,  that  commerce,  by  their  re-admiflion,  would 
be  fo  far  improved  as  to  increafe  his  revenue  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum. 

On  the  other  liand,  the  famous  William  Prynn,  Efq;  and  feveral  others,  at  this  time,  pub- 
lifhcd  trcatifes  againft  re-  admitting  the  Jews,  Ihewing  the  mifchiefs  which  that  unhappy  peo- 
ple have  occafioned  in  all  countries  where  they  have  been  tolerated.  In  their  favour,  Mcnaf- 
feh  Ben  Ifrael,  an  eminent  Jew,  who  ftiled  himfelf  a  Divine  and  a  Doftor  of  Phyfic,  addreff* 
«d  the  Proteftor  and  Commonwealth,  in  this  fame  year,  in  the  following  artful  flrain : — 

**  Our  people  did,  in  their  own  minds,  prcfage,  that  the  Kingly  government  being  now 
•*  changed  into  that  of  a  Commonwealth,  the  ancient  hatred  towards  them  would  alfo  be 
*'  changed  into  good  will ;  and  that  thofe  rigorous  laws,  made  under  the  Kings,  againft  fo  in- 
•*  nocent  a  people  would  be  happily  repealed.  So  that  we  hope  now  for  better  treatment 
**  from  your  gentlenefs  and  goodnefs  ;  fince,  from  the  beginning  of  your  government  of 
**  this  Commonwealth,  your  Highnefs  hath  profcflcd  much  refpe£t  and  favour  towards  us. 
•^  Wherefore,  I  humbly  intreat  your  Highnefs  that  you  would,  with  a  gracious  eye,  have 
**  regard  to  us  and  our  petition^  and  grant  unto  us,  as  you  have  done  unto  others,  the  free 
•^  exercifc  of  our  religion  ;  that  we  may  have  our  Synagogues,  and  keep  our  own  public 
•^  worfhip,  as  our  brethren  do  in  Italy,  Germany,  Poland,  and  dnany  other  places ;  andwc 
^  fhall  pray  for  the  liappinefs  and  peace  of  this  your  much  renowned  and  puiflant  Common- 
**  wealth." 

Then  he  fhews  how  other  ftates  have  thought  it  their  intereft  to  encourage  the  Jews  in  their 
dominions;  as,  for  inftance,  the  King  of  Denmark  invited  them  to  fettle  at  Gluckftadr,  in 
Holftein — The  Duke  of  Savoy,  at  Nice — The  Duke  of  Modena,  at  Reggio.  And  that,  in 
India,  the  Jews  have  four  Synagogues  at  Cochin,  a  fourth  part  of  whom  are  of  a  white  com- 
plexion, and  the  other  three  quarters  are  tawny. — That  in  Perfia  there  are  great  numbers  of 
Jews,  and  many  of  them  in  great  favour  at  Court. — That  in  Turkey  they  are  moft  numerous, 
many  of  them  living  m  great  ftate,  and  in  favour  with  the  Sultan  and  his  Bafhaws,  there  be- 
ing in  Conftantinople  alone,  forty-eight  Synagogues;  in  Salonichi,  thirty-fix;  and  above 
eighty  thoufand  Jews  in  thofe  two  cities. — That  in  all  the  Turkilh  dominions,  their  number 
amounts  to  many  millions  of  people.  Next,  he  refutes  all  the  accufations  againft  the  Jevrs, 
and  (hews  the  damage  which  accrued  to  Spain  and  Portugal  by  banifliing  the  Jews  out  of  their 
dominions ;  and  the  great  benefit,  in  point  of  revenue,  to  the  public,  and  in  refpeft  to  thcin-* 
creafe  of  commerce  and  manufadlures,  which  would  accrue  by  re-admitting  the  Jews^:  fa  that, 
in  conclufion^  they  were  re-admitted,  and  have  remained  in  England  ever  fince,  though  notiu 
fuch  great  numbers  as  in  fome  other  parts. 

In  this  fame  year  1655,  the  republic  of  Tunis,  having  notonly  refufed  to  comply  with  Ad 
miral  Blake's  )uft  demands  in  behalf  of  the  Englifh  commerce,  who  was  then  with  a  fquadron 
in  the  Mediterranean  for  the  purpofe  of  watching  the  motions  [of  the  French  fleet,  but  had 
even  treated  his  propofals  with  much  infolencc  and  contumely  ;  we  learn,  by  that  great  Ad- 
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1655  miral's  letter  to  Secretary  Thurloe,  in  the  third  volume,  p.  390,  of  his  State  Papers,  that  he 
failed  with  his  fquadron  into  the  harbour  of  Porto-Farino,  and  burned  all  their  Ihips,  being 
nine  in  number,  with  the  lofs  of  only  twenty-five  men  killed;  and  then,  having  reduced  them 
to  reafon,  he  returned  to  Cagliari,  in  Sardinia,  whence  he  dates  that  letter.  Next,  he  brought 
Algiers  and  Tripoli  to  terms  of  peace. 

In  the  faid  year  1655,  the  Dutch  profccuted  their  conquefts  from  the  Portuguefe  in  the 
Eaft  Indies,  by  taking  from  them  the  city  of  Calecut.  The  next  year  they  take  Coiumbo,  the 
Portuguefe  capital,  in  the  ifle  of  Ceylon,  and  thereby  became  matters  of  the  coafts  of  that 
fruitful  illand,  and  of  the  whole  cinnamon  trade ;  as  they  before  were  of  the  nutmegs,  mace, 
and  cloves  :  pepper  was  now  the  only  fprce  that  remained  unengroffed  by  them,  becaufe  it 
grows  in  too  many  diftant  parts  of  India  to  be  monopolifed  by  any  one  potentate.  In  1658, 
the  Dutch  take  Manaar  and  Jafnapatnam  from  the  Portuguefe.  By  which,  and  fimilar  con- 
quefts, which  it  is  unneceflary  to  enlarge  on,  the  Portuguefe  foon  became  confined  to  their 
fettlements  on  this  fide  Cape  Comorin.  Thus  the  Hollanders  made  themfelves  ample  amends 
for  their  Weft  India  Company's  loffes  at  Brafil. 

The  old  Stadt-houfe  at  Amft^rdam  being  now  become  too  mean  for  the  grandeur  of  that 
raoft  opulent  city,  the  two  great  commercial  companies  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies,  under- 
took to  ereft  a  new' one  :  it  was  begun  in  1648,  and  compleated  in  this  year  1655  ;  and  may 
be  truly  termed  the  pride  and  glory  of  that  city  and  province,  being  by  far  the  moft  noble  and 
fuperb  ftrufture  in  all  Europe,  of  that  kind;  ferving  for  a  Senate-houfe  and  Bank.  Whole 
volumes  being  publiftied  in  the  defcription  of  its  architefture  and  beauty. 

1656  Charles  Guftavus,  King  of  Sweden,  being  now  at  war  with  John  Cafirair,  King  of  Poland  ; 
the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  being  apprehenfive  of  the  difadvantage  of  that  war 
to  the  great  commerce  of  their  fubjefts  in  the  Baltic,  fent  thither  Admiral  Opdam  with  a  fleet, 
which,  over-awing  both  tliofe  Kings,  brought  on  the  treaty  of  peace  at  Elbing  in  Pruflia. — 
This  conduft  of  the  Dutch  was  agreeable,  as  we  have  before  noted,  to  the  general  tenor  of 
their  politics,  with  regard  to  their  preferving  an  equilibrium  between  the  potentates  bordering 
on  the  Baltic  fhores. 

The  commerce  of  Amfterdam  was,  by  this  time,  {o  much  encreafed,  that,  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  that  city,  a  great  fpace  of  ground  was  now  incloied  and  built  on.  And  the  whole 
city,  thus  enlarged,  was  now  furrounded  with  new  walls  of  brick  with  ftone  gates.  This,  it 
is  apprehended,  is  the  laft  great  enlargement  of  Amfterdam,  in  refpeft  of  private  buildings; 
"but  it  received  a  great  addition  ta  the  ftrength  of  its  fortifications  in  the  year  1672,  when  the 
French  invaded  Holland. 

It  is  ncrt  then  a  matter  of  great  furprize,  if  the  Grand  Penfionary  De  Witt,  in  his  Book  of 
the  Intercft  of  Holland,  in  the  year  1669,  obferves,  **  that  Amfterdam  is  a  city  of  greater  traf- 
*^  fie,  and  Holland  a  richer  merchandifing  country  than  ever  was  in  the  world.' — Their  fitua* 
*^  tioafor  an  eafy  and  quick  communication  with  all  the  coafts  of  Friefland^  OveryfleU  Guel- 
•♦  derland,  and  North  Holland  ;  their  fituation  alfo,  for  receiving  the  fifh^ry,  and  for  a  rcpofi- 
**  tory  for  all  forts  of  merchandize  to  be  afterwards  re-lhipped  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  as 
"  demands  may  offer,  and  for  fetting  out  ftiips  to  freight ;  are  great  advantages. — Then  their- 
"  acquiring  the  whole  fpice  trade  of  India,  and  a  great  Weft'  India  trade — the  whale  fifliery — 
"  tlie  trade  in  Italian  wrought  filks,  which  the  Germans  were  wont  to  bring  by  land  Cvlrriage 
**  from  Italy,  until  the  German  wars  loft  them  that  trade  ;  and  afterwards  their  manufeftur- 
**  ing  the  raw  filk  themfelves — their  woollen  manufafture.     And,.in  ftiort/*  he  obferves 
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1656  "  the  Hollanders  had  well  nigh  beaten  all  nations,  by  traffic,  oat  of  the  feas,  and  become  the 
^'  only  carriers  of  goods  throughout  the  world.*' — ^^Part  i.  cliap.  14.  How  exultingly  was  all 
this  faid,  even  by  the  great  and  otherwife  cool  and  moderate  De  Witt  ?  And,  indeed,  it  is  a 
^loft  fliining  pifture  of  their  mercantile  greatnefs,  long  fiuce  in  its  wane,  as  we  have  elfewhcrc 
obferved. 

We  have  alfo,  rn  this  fame  year,  an  authentic  ftate  of  the  naval  power,  or  rather  public  navy 
of  the  Dutch,  in  the  fourth  volume,  p.  732 — 3,  of  Secretary  Thurloe's  Colleftion  of  State 
Papers,  in  a  letter  of  intelligence  from  Sluysin  Dutch  Flanders,  to  him,  in  April  1656,  im- 
porting, **  that  they  had  then  one  hundred  and  one  fhips  of  war  in  their  feveral  ports,  includ- 
*'  ing  eight  fhips  with  Admiral  Dc  Rujrter  at  Cadiz. — That  their  firft-rate  Ihips  had  feventy- 
**  two,  fevcnty-four,  and  feventy-fix  port-holes — the  fecond -rates,  fixty — and  the  third-rates, 
**  fifty-two  port-holes  or  guns.*'  This  is  an  undeniable  proof,  that  flilps  of  war,  in  thofe 
days,  were  confiderably  Ihort  of  our  modern  floating  caftles.  We  are  here  alfo  to  note,  that, 
fince  the  Dutch  Admirals  xemonftrances  to  their  matters,  tliat  in  their  laft  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  the  years  1652  and  1653,  their  Ihips  were  too  fmall,  they  were  thereupon  built  confi- 
derably larger. 

In  the  fame  fourth  volume  of  Thurloe*s  State  Papers,  p.  419,  there  is  a  ftate  of  the  naval 
ftrength  of  Spain,  in  a  letter  of  intelligence,  dated  in  January.  It  fays,  "  That  they  are  now 
*'  preparing  at  Cadiz  for  a  war  againft  England.  That  they  have  there  from  fifty  to  fixty 
**  fhips  of  war,  thirty  gallies,  and  thirty  fire  fhips  ;  but  the  want  of  money  doth  much  hinder 
"  and  trouble  them,  which  they  endeavour  to  borrow  of  merchants,  &c.  to  pay  when  the 
**  galleons  arrive  ;  but  if  thefe  do  not  foon  arrive,  the  kingdom  will  be  in  a  miferablc  con- 
^«  dition." 

This  is  a  true,  but  melancholy  pifture,  of  the  ftate  of  Spain  fo  early  as  at  that  time ;  yet 
its  mifery  gradually  increafed  till  the  death  of  that  weakeft  of  monarchSi  King  Charles  II.  in 
the  beginning  of  our  prelent  century. 

Although  Jamaica  had  been  fo  eafily  won  by  the  Englifh,  at  this  time,  yet,  on  the  return 
of  the  fleet,  the  Proteftor,  provoked  at  the  difafter  at  Hifpaniola,  fent  both  Penn  and  Vcna- 
bles  to  tlte  Tower.  On  the  other  hand,  Spain,  refenting  this  attack,  declared  war  againft 
England.  Hereupon  the  brave  Englifh  Admiral  Blake  atucked  the  Spanifh  plate  fleet  near  the 
port  of  -Cadiz,  and  burned  or  funk  all  of  them,  excepting  only  one,  which  efcaped,  and  two 
which  were  taken,  and  brought  to  Portfmouth,  in  which  were  found  upwards  of  two  millions 
jof  dollars^ 

Under  this  fame  year,  in  the  fifth  volume,  p.  81 — 83,  of  Secretary  Thurloe*s  State  Papers, 
-we  find,  A  brief  Narrative  of  England's  Rights  to  the  northern  Parts  of  America  ;  wherein 
it  IS  obfervod,  "  That  the  Dutch,  under  colour  of  a  claufe  in  their  Weft  India  Company's 
^*  charter,  enabling  tliem  to  conquer  whatever  they  could  in  America  from  enemies,"  i.e. 
£pain,  "  had  fettled  in  the  north  part  of  Virginia,"  (as  it  was  then  called,  but  fince  named 
New'Y'ork)  **  that,  at  fir  ft,  they  called  their  fettlement  New  Virginia,  .but  becaufe  they 
**  would  make  it  as  much  Dutch  a«  they  could,  they  had,  but  very  lately,  called  it  New  Ncd- 
•*  derlandt,  and  fo  named  it  in  all  their  new  maps*  It  is  commonly  reported,  that,  by  the 
"  pcrmifSon  of  King  James  L  they  had  granted  from  him,  to  their  States  only,  a  ccnain 
**  ifland,  called  therefore  by  them  Staten,  or  States  liland,  on  that  coaft,  as  a  watering  place 
•'  for  tlieir  Weft  India  Actts:' 
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1656  From  hence  it  is  natural  to  conclude,  that  this  fuppofcd  allowance  of  that  King,  of  which, 
however,  we  can  no  where  find  a  proper  evidence,  to  water  at  Staten  Ifland,  encouraged  fo 
adventurous  a  people  to  take  the  liberty  of  fettling  on  the  neighbouring  continent,  frora 
v^hence  they  were  not  quite  expelled  till  the  year  1667,  when  it  was  exchanged  for  the  colony 
of  Surinam. 

In  this  fame  year  1656,  the  Proteftor  and  his  Parliament  erefted  a  new  General  Poll  Office 
for  the  commonwealth  of  the  three  kingdoms,  on  much  the  fame  foundation  as  that  of  three 
years  before,  and,  in  genera!,  on  the  fame  principle  of  regulation  as  that  in  our  own  days  :— 
fingle  letters  as  far  as  eighty  miles  for  two  pence ;  beyond  that,  three  pence  ;  to  Scotland, 
four  pence  ;  and  double  letters  twice  as  much.  Thefe  regulations  were  further  legally  con- 
firmed at  the  refloration  of  King  Charles  II. 

By  an  ordinance,  in  this  fame  year,  of  the  Proteflor  and  his  Parliament,  the  retail  prices  of 
wines  were  regulated  as  follows,  viz. 

•*  No  Canary  wine,  Mufcadels,  Alicants,  or  other  Spanifh  wines  fhall  be  fold  at  above  one 
"  {hilling  and  fix  pence  per  quart.  No  Gafcoigne  or  otlier  French  wines  at  above  feven  pence 
*•  per  quart.  And  no  Rhenifh  wine  at  above  twelve  pence  per  quart,  under  the  penalty  of 
**  five  pounds." — Thus  we  fee  that  the  Spanifh,  and  all  other  wines,  were  fold  at  a  much 
higher  price  than  the  befl  French  wines,  until  long  after  this  time,  that  an  high  duty  laid  oa 
the  latter,  made  them  come  into  the  greater  efteem  bccaufe  of  a  greater  price. 

Wheat,  as  per  Chronicon  Preciofum,  was,  at  this  time,  at  two  pounds  three  fliillings  per 
quarter. 

The  humour  of  reftraining  the  increafe  of  buildings  in  find  near  London,  on  new  founda- 
tions,  begun  by  Queen'  Elizabeth,  in  the  early  times  of  commerce,  and  continued  by  the  two 
nextEnglifh  Kings,  was,  in  this  year,  revived  by  tlie  Proteftor  and  liis  Parliament,  by  their 
aft,  cap.  xxiv.  the  preamble  of  which  runs  thus  : 

**  Whereas,  the  great  and  exceffive  number  of  houfes,  edifices,  out-houfcs,  and  cottages,. 
•*  erefted  and  new  built  in  and  about  the  fuburbs  of  the  city  of  London,  is  found  to  be  very^ 
**  mifchievous  and  inconvenient,  and  a  great  annoyance  and  nuifance  to  the  commonwealth, 
**  &c.  Wherefore  they  now  lay  a  duty  of  one  year's  rent  on  all  houfes  and  edifices  erefted  on 
**  new  foundations  in  the  fuburbs,  or  within  ten  miles  of  tlie  walls  of  London,  fincethc  year 
'*  1620,  not  having  four  acres  of  freehold  land  laid  to  the  fame. — And  a  fine  of  one  hundred 
•'  pounds  is  alfo  hereby  laid  on  all  edifices  which  fhall,  from  1657,  be  erefted,  within  the 
•*  faid  limits,  on  new  foundations,  not  having  four  acres  laid  thereto  as  aforefaid.  More- 
•*  over,  all  houfes  within  the  faid  limits,  fhall  hereafter  be  built  of  brick  or  ftonc  uprightj^. 
•*  and  without  butting  or  jetting  out  into  the  ftreet.*'     Out  of  this  aft  were  excepted,. 

I.  The  buildings  belonging  to  the  feveral  city  hofpitals. 

It.  The  Earl  of  Clare's  new  market,  now  called  Clare  Market,  in  ClementV  Inn  Fields,, 
juft  then  built. — The  ftreets  about  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,  then  alfo  in  hand. — Horfleydown 
Buildings,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  St.  Olave's  parifh  in  Southwark. — Bangor  Court,  in 
Shoe  Lane,  then  about  to  be  built  upon  the  fite  of  the  Bifhop  of  Bangor's  houfe  and  garden, 
&c. — And  all  buildings  below  London  Bridge,  and  within  two  furlongs  of  the  river  Thames,. 
belonging  to  mariners,  fhip-builders,  their  wives  and  widows,  and  fome  few  other  places. 

Ry  this  aft  we  find  that  Clare  Market,  in  the  fields  then  called  Clement's  Inn  Fields,  was 
hut  jufl  finifhed :  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  common  and  free  market  on  every  Tuefday, 
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i6j6  Thurfday,  and  Saturday;  but  part  of  Stanhope-ftrcct  adjoining,  was  not  yet  quite  built  011^ 
nor  were  all  the  buildings  adjoining  to  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields  as  yet  finifhed. 

By  Scobel'g  Colleflion  of  Afts  and  Ordinances  of  Parliament,  from  1640  to  1656,  we  learn, 
^hat  the  whole  charge  of  the  public  In  this  year  1656,  in  England,  cap.  vi.  was  fixed  at  one 
million  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds, — viz.  one  million  for  the  navy  and  array,  and  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the  fcpport  of  the  civil  government.  No  part  of  which  fum 
was  raifed  by  a  land  tax. 

And  in  this  fame  year  1656,  the  faid  Parliament  (cap.  iv.)  again  abolifhed  all  tenures /»  ca^ 
ftte  by  knight's  fervicc,  and  by  focage  in  chief:  they  alfo  hereby  laid  afide  the  court  of  Wards 
and  Liveries. 

Alfo,  by  the  faid  Parliament,  qap.  v.  we  find,  that  faltpctre  was  ftill  made  in  England.  It 
directs,  **  That  none  (hall  dig  within  the  houfes  or  lands' of  any  perfon,  for  the  finding  of 
**  faltpetre,  without  their  leave  firft  obtained  "  This  aft  relating  to  digging  for  faltpetre,  re- 
moved a  grievance  which  King  Charles  I.  impofed  on  his  fubjefts  throughout  his  reign,  of  eii* 
tering  and  digging  for  it  every  where,  without  alking  leave. 

There  had  been  a  general  treaty  of  alliance  concluded  between  Cromwell  and  Queen  Chrifti- 
na  of  Sweden  in  the  year  1654  :  but  matters  relating  to  commerce  and  navigation  were  then 
deferred  to  a  more  convenient  time  :  fo  Cromwell's  commiflioners  in  this  year  figned  a  treaty 
with  the  minifters  of  King  Charles  Guftavus,  of  Sweden,  wherein  what  relates  to  commerce 
is  as  follows: — Vol.  iii.  p.  163— 175,  of  the  General  Colleftion  of  Treaties,  8vo.  1732. 

Article  IX.  As  to  commerce  to  be  carried  on  in  America,  it  is  exprefsly  provided  by 
law,  **  That  the  fubjefts  of  no  other  ftate  or  republic  befides,  fhall  be  impowered  to  trade 
<  there  in  common,  without  a  fpecial  licence  ;  but  if  any  of  the  King  of  Sweden's  fubjefls, 
♦*  furnifhed  with  his  recommendations,  Ihall  privately  folicit  fuch  licence  of  the  Lord  Protec- 
**  tor  to  trade  to  any  of  thofe"  (Englifh)  "  colonies,  he  will,  in  this  refpeft,  comply  with  the 
**  defire  of  his  Swcdilh  Majefty,  as  far  as  the  ftate  of  his  affairs  will  permit. 

X.  **  It  Ihall  be  free  for  the  fubjefts  of  Sweden  to  filh  and  catch  herrings,  &c.  in  the  fcas 
'**  and  ontliecoafts  which  are  in  the  dominion  of  this  republic,  provided  the  Ihips  fo  employed 
•*  do  not  exceed  one  thoufand  in  number. — And  no  charges  fhall  be  demanded"  (of  thofe 
Swedifli  fiftiers)  **  by  the  fhips  of  war  of  this  republic, — but  all  Ihall  be  treated  courtcoufly, 
'**  and  amicably,  and  (hall  be  even  allowed  to  dry  their  nets  on  tlie  Ihore,  and  to  purchafc  ne- 
**  ceflaries  there  at  a  fair  price." 

The  reft  of  this  treaty  relates  chiefly  to  a  mutual  liberty  of  hiring  fhips  of  war  and  troops  in 
each  other's  country,  and  againft  Sweden's  fupplying  Spain  with  naval  ftores,  during  Eng- 
land's war  with  that  crown. 

Upon  this  treaty,  and  fome  prior  ones,  we  may  here  briefly  remark,  that  Cromwell,  as  well 
as  the  Rump  Parliament,  affeftcd  to  be  as  punftilious  and  peremptory,  in  refpeft  to  tlieir  fea 
dominion,  or  their  dominion  in  the  four  feas  furrounding  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  even 
themoft  pofitive  and  determined  of  our  former  Englifh  monarchs. 
^657  All  that  part  of  Pruflia,  lying  caft  of  the  Viftula,  which  till  lately  was  called  Ducal,  (in 
contradiftinftion  from  the  other  part  called  Regal  or  Royal,  as  being  immediately  under  fub- 
jeftion  to  the  crown  of  Poland)  had,  ever  fince  the  year  1525,  been  vefted  in  the  houfeof 
Brandenburg,  with  the  title  of  a  Dukedom,  though  itill  owning  fome  kind  of  vaffalagc  to,  or 
proteftion  from  the  King  and  Republic  of  Poland,  till  this  year  1657  ;  when  the  latter  gave 
4ip  all  kind  of  claim  on  it;  and  the  Eleftor  of  Brandenburg  was  now  vefted  with  fovcreign 
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1657  and  independent  dominion  over  that  Dutchy,  fincc  credled  into  a  kingdom,  in  the  perfon  of 

King  Frederick  I. 

In  this  laft  year  of  the  renowned  Admiral  Blake's  life,  he,  a  fecond  time,  deftroyed  a  Spa- 
nifh  plate  fleet,  faid  to  be  much  richer  than  that  of  the  preceding  year,  at  the  ifle  of  Tcnerif,  one. 
of  the  Canary  ifles,  burning,  finking,  &c.  every  fhip  of  that  fleet.  This  great  Admirars 
death,  in  this  fame  year,  was  reckoned  an  irreparable  lofs  to  the  Protector  and  to  his  country. 
— Amongft  feveral  otlier  great  things  faid  of  him,  even  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  his  follow- 
ing encomium  on  him  is  well  worth  our  notice,  viz. 

*«  That  he  was  the  firft  man  who  brought  {hips  to  contemn  rallies  on  (hore,  which  had 
^'  ever  been  thought  very  formidable,  and  were  difcovered  by  him  to  make  a  noife  only,  and 
*'  to  frighten  thofe  who  could  rarely  be  hurt  by  them. — He  was  the  firfl:  that  infufcJ  that  pro- 
^*  portion  of  courage  into  the  feamen,  by  making  them  fee,  by  experience,  what  mighty 
**  things  they  could  do  if  they  were  refolved  ;  and  taught  them  to  fight  in  fire  as  well  as  upon 
*'  water. — And,  although  he  had  been  very  well  imitated  and  followed,  he  was  the  firft  that 
*'  gave  the  example  of  that  kind  of  naval  courage,  and  bold  and  refolute  atchievements." 

From  March  1638  to  May  1657,  according  to  the  author  of  The  Happy  Future  State  of 
England,  frequently  before  quoted,  there  was  coined  in  the  Tower  of  London,  in  gold  and 
filver,  the  fum  of  kwen  million  f-cvcn  hundred  and  thirty-three  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-one  potinds  thirteen  (hillings  and  four  pence.  "  England  alone,'-  fays  that  author, 
*'  having,  till  the  peace  of  Munfter,  in  the  year  1648,  enjoyed  almoft  the  whole  manufafture, 
**  and  the  beft  part  of  the  trade  of  Europe." 

The  once  memorable  James  Howell,  in  his  Londinopolis,  p.  389,  aflerts,  **  tliat  tlie  bill 
<*  of  mortality  of  Amfterdam  did  not,  in  this  year  1657,  exceed  fixty  per  week.  Whereas," 
lays  he,  "  London's  was  near  three  hundred  weekly."  But  as  this  author  has  been  very 
much  miftaken  in  other  parts  of  his  computations  in  political  arithmetic,  it  feems  probable  he 
is  likewife  greatly  fo  in  this  point:  more  efpccially  if  Penfionary  De  Witt's  account  be  not  ex- 
aggerated, in  his  Intcreft  of  Holland,  written  in  the  year  1653,  that  Amfterdam  contained 
three  hundred  thoufand  fouls  ;  which  probably  is  more  than  it  contains  at  prefent. 

By  Secretary  Thurloe's  fixth  volume  of  State  Papers,  p.  505,  we  find  that  men  of  great  re- 
fleftion,  even  fo  early,  perceived  the  great  benefit  which  England's  commerce  would  reap, 
from  poflTefling  a  fafe  and  fortified  port  at,  or  very  near  the  entrance  into,  the  IMcditerranean 
Sea.  In  a  letter  written  by  General  Monk,  from  Scotland,  to  the  faid  Secretary  Thurloe,  in 
September,  in  the  year  1657,  there  is  the  following  memorable  paragraph,  viz. 

**  I  underftand  the  Portugal  AmbaflTador  is  come  to  London  ;  and  I  make  no  qucftion 
**  but  he  will  be  defiring  fome  favour  from  my  Lord  Protcftor.  There  is  a  caftle  in 
**  the  Streight's  Mouth,  which  the  Portugals  have  called  Tangier,  on  the  Barbary  fide, 
-**  and  which,  if  they  would  part  withal,  it  would  be  very  ufeful  to  us ;  aiid  they  make 
**  little  ufc  of  it,  unlefs  it  be  for  getting  of  Blackamoors  :  for  whence  (fliould  be  which)  his 
**  Highnefs  may  give  them  leave  to  trade  for.  An  hundred  men  will  keep  the  caftle,  and  half 
*«  a  dozen  frigates  there  would  ftop  the  whole  trade  in  the  Streiglits  to  fuch  as  fhall  be  eiicmics 
"  to  us." 

This  propofal  of  General  Monk's  very  probably  occafioned  the  ftipulating  of  this  port  and 
caftle,  fiv€  years  afterwards,  to  be  a  part  of  Queen  Catherine's  marriage  portion,  as  it  accord- 
ingly was.  Yet  this  fame  General  Monk  afterwards  found  a  confidcrablc  garrifon  little  enough 
to  defend  it  againft  die  continual  attacks  of  the  Moors. 

Vol.  II.  .    3  K  ,  De  Witt, 
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1657       De  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  juftly  remarks,  **  That  although  their  (hips  trading 

**  into  tlie  Mediterranean,  Ihould  be  well  guarded,  by  convoys,  againft  :he  Barbary  Pirates ; 
**  yet  it  would  by  no  means  be  proper  to  free  that  fea  of  thofe  pirates  :  becaufe,"  fays  he,  **  wc 
**  Ihould  hereby  be  put  upon  the  fame  footing  with  the  Eaftlanders,  Euglifli,  Spaniards,  and 
**  Italians  ;  wherefore  it  is  beft  to  leave  tliat  thorn  in  the  fides  of  thofe  nations,  whereby  they 
*'  will  be  diftreffed  in  that  trade  ;  whilft  we,  by  our  convoys,  cngrofs  all  the  European  traffic 
**  and  navigation  to  Holland." 

By  the  experience  of  the  ill  efFefts  of  former  negligence,  and  the  help  of  the  port  of  Gibral- 
tar, w^  have,  in  our  own  times,  greatly  gained  ground  upon  Holland  in  this  particular  refpeft. 
(Fai  eft  Id  ab  bofte  docer'u) — We  may  and  ought  to  learn  wifdom  even  from  an  enemy. 

In  this  fame  year,  we  have,  from  the  faid  fixth  volume  of  Thurloe*s  State  Papers,  p.  825,  a 
letter  from  Leghorn  to  that  fame  Secretary  of  State,  acquainting  him,  «*  That  the  Hollanders 
**  were  making  a  plantation  between  Surinam  and  Carthagena,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  aiming 
**  chiefly  to  trade  with  the  Spaniards  ;  for  which  purpofe  they  are  fending  tliither  twenty-five 
*«  families  of  Jews. — If"  fays  the  letter-writer,  **  our  planters  at  Surinam  took  the  fame 
'*  courfc,  it  would  be  much  to  their  advantage  ;  for  the  Spaniards  there  are  in  moft  extreme 
**  want  of  all  European  commodities."  This  was  probably  a  projeft  for  fettling  on  the  con- 
tinent of  what  is  called  terra  firma,  from  whence  thgy  were  faid  to  be  afterwards  driven.-  Uii- 
lefs,  perhaps,  Curacoa  be  hereby  meant,  which  is  a  fmall  ifle  near  that  coaft,  poflefled  by  the 
Dutch,  and  very  commodioufly  fituated  for  that  fmuggling  trade ;  the  Jews  being  here  faid  to 
be  both  rich  and  numerous,  and  the  Dutch  colonies  here  extremely  populous  and  well  forti- 
fied :  and  was,  prcAably,  firft  fettled  before  this  time  ;  as  was  alfo,  above  twenty-five  years 
before,  a  fomewhat  fmaller  ifle  near  it,  named  Aruba,  as  well  as  Bonaire,  another  ifle  on 
that  coaft,.  which  produces^  plenty  of  cotton  :— the  other  two  ifles,  before  named,  produce 
fome  fugar. 

Although  Curacoa  be  but  a  barren  ifland,  about  thirteen  leagues  in  circuit,  yet  its  merchants 
are  faid  to  be  very  rich  by  their  trade  with  the  neighbouring  Spaniards  for  Eiiropean  goods 
and  negroes,  fo  as  to  be  deemed  one  of  their  beft  colonies  in  America. 

In  the  faid  fixth  volume  of  Thurloe's  State  Papers,  p.  596,  we  have  an  eftimate  of  the  charge 
or  public  expence  of  England  for  the  year,  ending  the  firft  of  November  1657,  viz. 

I,        s.    I 

1.  The  charge  of  the  fea  -  -  -  .  994»SOO    0   0 

2.  Ditto  of  the  army  in  the  three  kingdoms  -  .  1,132,489    0   0 

3.  Ditto  of  the  civil  government  -  ^  -  200,000    0   0 


Total        ^.     2,326,989    0   0 


The  prefent  revenue,  viz. 

1.  The  afleflfment  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  -  1,^64,000    4   0 

2.  The  excife  and  cuftoms,  eftimated  at  -  •  -  700,000    0    0 

3.  The  other  revenue  payable  into  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  efti- 
mated at  "  -  -  -  --  198,000    0   0 


Totel        ^.    2,362,000   4  0 


And 
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1.  The  revenue  of  Ireland  for  twb  ycars>  ending  the  firft  of  November, 
1637,  amounts  to  -  *  *.  -  - 

■  ■     ■*   '   And  for  one  year  * 

2.  Expence  of  ditto  for  faid  two  years  *  .  - 
Expence  more  than  the  revenue                *                *             -  - 

And,   {ihid.  p.  444.) 

Scotland's  revenue  for  one  yeaf  -  *  *  37*690  19    o 

(But  Scotland's  e^ipenceis  not  mentioned.) 

What  De  Witt  has  faid  of  his  nation's  wifdom  in  fccuring'  their  mercantile  fhips  trad- 
ing into  the  Mediterranean,  by  proper  convoys,  and  the  negleft  of  England  in  that  rcfpeft, 
is,  in  part  confirmed,  and  partly  alfo,  contradifted,  by  a  pamphlet  addreffed  to  the  Proteftor 
Cromwell,  in  this  year  1657,  by  oile  Samuel  Lamb,  a  merchant,  entitled,  Seafonable  Obfer- 
vations  for  the  encouraging  of  foreign  Commerce  :  wherein  he  fpeaks  "  of  our  merchants  Ihip- 
*'  ping  as  having  been,  of  late,  the  beft  in  the  world.  Witncfs*'  fays  be,  **  the  many  finglc 
**  fights  at  fea,  againft  the  Turks,  to  whom,  it  is  believed,  tlie  Dutch  lofe  ten  fliips  for  our 
**  one;  and  the  remarkable  fea  fights  againft  the  Hollanders  themfelvcs  in  the  late  wars; 
*•  Whefeln  many  merchant  fliips,  from  about  three  hundred  to  five  hundred  tons,  did  engage 
"  againft  the  enemy,  with  the  States  ftiips,  to  our  great  advantage;  the  enemy  notwithftand- 
"  ing  exceeding  us  every  fight,  in  ftiips  and  ♦onnage."  This  (however,  perhaps,  fomewhat 
exaggerated)  fliews  the  ftoutnefs  of  our  trading  fliips  up  the  Mediterranean,  in  thofc  times,  as 
well  as  the  bravery  of  our  failors  :  of  which  feveral  old  fongs  and  ballads  alfo  give  teftimony, 
in  their  encounters  with  the  Barbary  pirates. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  civil  wars  in  England,  in  the  year  1642,  we  find  by  tlie 
Eaft  India  Company's  account,  **  That  they  alone  employed  fifteen  thoufand  tons  of  fliip- 
^*  ping,"  which  were  accounted  to  be  the  beft  trading  fliips  belonging  to  England,  as  in- 
deed they  continue  to  be  to  the  prefent  times,  from  three  hundred  to  ii)t  hundred  tons  each 
Ihip.  But  the  Eaft  India  Company  became  at  length  fo  much  decayed  in  their  fliipping,  from 
the  general  difcouragements  in  their  trade,  and  the  underminings  of  the  Hollanders,  &c.  that 
they  had  fcarcely  one  good  fliip  remaining.  Moreover,  from  this  year  1653,  or  1654,  to  this 
year  1657,  by  means  of  the  multitude  of  interlopers,  there  was  a  foft  of  open  trade  from  Eng- 
land to  India:  "  in  which  tinie,"  fays  our  author,  who  In  i68't,  wrote  in  defence  of  the 
Joint-Slock  Company,  *' out  nation  had  well  prigh  loft  all  their  privileges  in  India,  which 
•*  are  many."  There  Were  alfo  grievous  loflcs  to  private  traders  by  depredations;  "  a  great 
^*  lowering  of  Englilh  commodities,  and  advancing  of  Indian  commodities  ;— an  incteafc  of 
**  prefents  to  governors,  &c.  to  fuch  an  odious  excefs,  that  at  length  the  very  private  traders ' 
"  themfelves,  being  without  union  and  protection,  were  the  forwardcft  petitimiers  for  a  return 
**  to  a  joint  ftock."      ' 

On  the  other  hand,  however,  ^he  ingenious  author  of  an  oftayo  trcatife,  intitled,  Britannia 
Languens,  publiflicd  in  tfie  y^ar  1680,  aflirms,  p.  76,  **  That  during  the  years  1655-4-5-6, 
**  when  the  Eaft  India  trade  was  laid  open,  they  afforded  the  Indian  commodities  ^o  cheap, 
"  that  they  fuppUcd  more  parts  of  Europe,  and  even  Amfterdam  itfelf,  thercWitli,  tlian  ever 
*'  they  dy  after ;  whereby  they  very  much  funk  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company's  aftionS.'* 
Yctit  is  generally  faid,  that  even  the  interlopers  xft  feparate  tradets  were  lofers  in  the  end, 

3  ^  ^  having 
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1657  having  alfo  endured  many  indignities  and  injuries  from  the  Indians.     So  difficult  is  it  to  come 
at  the  real  truth  where  intereft  is  nearly  concerned  on  both  fides. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  Proteftor  Cromwell  now  re-eftablifhed  the  old  Company,  with  a  joint 
ftock  of  fevcn  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-two  pounds,  al- 
though only  fifty  per  cent,  or  three  hundred  and  fixty-nine  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-one pounds  was  called  in,  or  was  ftriftly,  at  that  time,  deemed  their  capital  ftock.  Yet 
by  the  late  laying  open  of  that  trade,  fo  many  lefler  {hips  had  been  employed  in  it,  that  the 
Company,  though  now  again  reftored,  could  find  few  or  no  merchant  (hips  large  enough  for 
their  purpofe.  And  the  author  juft  now  quoted,  alleges,  "  That,  although  in  former  times 
**  the  Englifh  trade  into  the  Mediterranean  did,  by  eftimation,  employ  eighty  or  one  hun- 
•*  dred  fail  of  fhips,  from  three  hundred  to  four  hundred  tons  each,  yet,  fincc,  they  employ 
*'  fmaller  ones,  which  are  fo  often  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  &c." — And  he  fays,  *'  He  has 
**  formerly  known  many  (hips,  of  the  above,  or  a  greater  burden,  built  and  equipped  in  Eng- 
**  land,  purpofcly  to  be  fent  to  Venice  to  be  let  out  to  that  State,  for  fliips  of  war,  to  fcrve 
**  them  againft  the  Turks  :  but  the  Hollanders  foon  cut  us  out  of  tiiat  employment  alfo,  by 
**  ferving  them  cheaper.'* 

In  this  fame  year,  on  the  ninth  of  May,  Cromwell  concluded  another  felf-interefted  treaty 
of  alliance  with  France,  againft  Spain  and  Holland,  and  againft  the  folid  intereft  of  England, 
And,  as  fome  of  the  fecret  articles  have  a  relation  to  commerce,  we  Ihall  remark  on  the  fol- 
lowing ones,  viz. 

It  feeros  the  Dutch  Admiral  De  Pvuyter  had  taken  two  French  fhips  of  war,  in  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  to  revenge  which  **  France  engaged  Cromwell,  by  the  fourth  and  fifth  fecret  arti- 
•*  cles,  to  fit  out  at  the  expence  of  France,  from  thirty  to  forty  fhips  of  war ;  part  of  which 
**  were  to  cruize  before  Oftend  and  Ikinkirk,  and  the  reft  in  the  Channel,  to  take  all  the 
**  fhips  of  Holland  and  Zealand  in  the  French  King's  name. — And  article  nine  and  ten,  that 
*•  an  Englifh  fleet  was  to  block  up  Oftend,  Nieuport,  and  Gravelines,  whilft  Louis  did  the 
**  fame  on  the  land  fide. — And  Louis  promifes  to  leave  thofe  ports,  when  taken,  i\\  the  full 
•'  poffeffion  and  property  of  the  Prote£lor.  On  the  other  hand,  article  eleven,  Louis  was  to 
**  enjoy  all  the  other  towns,  harbours,  and  places  which  fhould  be  conquered  in  the  fcven- 
*'  teen  provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  none  excepted,  whoever  is  or  has  been  the  pofleiTor. 

"  Articles  fifteen  and  fixteen,  both  parties  agreed  to  aflift  the  King  of  Sweden  in  his  in- 
**  tended  conqueft  of  the  city  of  Dantzic.  Louis  alfo  promifing  to  furnifh  money  for  the 
**  cofiqucft  of  the  Danifh  forts  in  the  Sound ;  the  Proteftor  engaging  to  fend  a  fleet,  with 
**  land  forces,  to  block  up  the  pafTage  of  the  Sound,  to  the  end,  that,  with  Sweden's  afTiflancc, 
•*  the  ProteAor  may  be  enabled  to  keep  the  trade  with  thofe  countries  and  thofe  of  his  allies 
*         **  free  and  undifturbed." 

The  plaufible  or  probable  ground  for  thefe  two  remarkable  articles  of  this  alliance  and  en- 
mity againft  Denmark  was,  becaufe  that  King,  Chriftiern  III.  had  increafed  his  demands  or 
toll  on  foreign  fhips  pafling  the  Sound  :  which  toll,  we  have  feen,  having  been  farmed  to  the 
Hollanders,  in  the  year  1649,  it  was  probable  they,  and  the  crown  of  Denmark,  had 
jointly  aimed  to  make  the  moft  of  it  againft  all  other  nations  ;  though  contrary  to  former 
llipulations. 

By  article  feventeentb,  **  The  Protestor  was  ta  have  the  difpofal  of  any  countries  and  forts 
**  which  fhould  be  taken  from  Denmark,  according  to  his  good  plcafure  ;  but  the  fhips  and 
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1657  "  merchandize  of  the  French  King's  fubjefts  fliould  pafs  and  lepafs  tlie  Sound  as  freely  as 
«*  thofe  of  England/' 

1658  Cardinal  Mazarine,  the  Prime  Miivifler  of  France,  having  obtained  intelligence,  that  the 
court  of  Spain,  for  the  gaining  of  Cromwell  to  its  fide,  had,  fome  time  before,  propofed  to  afTill 
him  in  the  conqueft  of  Calais  for  England,  took  pains  to  convince  theProteAor  that  Dunkirk 
would  be  of  much  greater  importance  to  England,  as  really  is  known  to  be  true  :  and  as  Crom- 
well's principal  dread  was,  left  France  fhould  be  afliiling  in  King  Charles's  refloration,  he, 
after  fome  deliberation,  agreed  to  Mazarine's  propofal.  Whereupon,  on  the  23d  of  March, 
1658,  new  ftile.  Sir  William  Lockhart,  Cromwell's  amballador  at  Paris,  figned  a  convention 
with  the  French  court,  whereby  it  was  flipulated,  "  that  Dunkirk,  Mardike,  and  Gravelines, 
**  when  taken,  fhould  be  put  in  the  Protcdlor's  hands  ;"  which  was  confirmed  by  a  fecond  con- 
vention five  days  after.  Whereupon  Dunkirk  was  attacked  by  the  joint  forces  of  England  and 
France,  and  furrendered  on  Miul'ummer-day,  1658,  to  the  French,  who,  the  day  follow- 
ing, delivered  it  up  with  all  its  forts  into  the  hands  of  Sir  William  Lockhart,  in  behalf  of  the 
Proteflor. 

This  great  acquifition  occafioned  no  fmall  jealoufy  in  the  Dutch,  who  were  very  far  from 
being  pleafed  at  feeing  England  thereby  rendered  mafter  of  both  fides  tlie  Channel.  More- 
over, although  France  at  this  time  yielded  it  to  Cromwell,  for  the  fake  of  his  prefent  friend- 
Ihip  in  affifting  to  dillrefs  and  weaken  Spain,  and  the  confequent  raifing  of  lier  own  power, 
yet  the  French  court  foon  forefaw  how  dangerous  Dunkirk  would  prove  in  other  hands  but 
her  own,  and  more  efpecially  in  the  pofleflion  of  England,  even  then  the  firft  maritime  poten- 
tate of  Europe :  wherefore  they  too  foon  found  means,  four  years  after,  to  get  it  fcandaloufly 
fold  and  furrendered  to  them. 

Although  we  have  feen,  that  clocks  and  clock-makers  were  introduced  into  England  at  leaft 
as  early  as  the  year  1368,  yet  we  have  by  no  notices  or  means  as  yet  difcovered,  or  are  able 
certainly  to  trace,  either  the  time,  or  the  certain  place,  when  or  where  they  were  firft  made  ; — 
which  is  indeed  likewife  the  cafe  of  feveral  other  old  inventions.  Nurenberg,  in  Germany, 
has  often  been  named  as  the  moft  probable  place  of  the  invention  of  watches,  or  rather  the  re- 
vival of  them  about  feventy  years  ago,  though  I  do  not  find  even  any  certainty  thereof.  The 
firft  pendulum  clock  is  faid  to  have  been  invented  by  Huygens,  in  the  preceding  year  1657  ; 
yet  others  afcribe  it  to  Galileo.  Be  this  as  it  may,  wc  may  be  aflured,  tliat  the  prefent  watches 
are  of  a  much  later  invention  than  clocks,  although  they,  in  faft,  were  but  a  neceflary  confe- 
quence  of  the  other.  The  Emperor  Charles  V.  was  the  firft  who  had  any  thing  that  might  be 
called  a  watch  ;  though  fome  fay  it  was  only  a  fmall  table  clock.  Others  fay,  that  Emperor 
had  a  watch  of  fome  kind  or  other  in  the  jewel  of  his  feal  ring. — Spring  pocket  watches  were 
the  produftion  of  this  century.  Foreigners  afcrihe  it  to  Huygens,  but  the  Englifh  to  Dr. 
Hooke,  about  this  year  1658.  This  ufeful  machine  has  been  fince  brought  to  greater  perfec- 
tion in  England  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Swedifli  fleet  befieging  Copenhagen,  where  the  Danifh  King,  Chrif- 
tiern  III.  then  was,  in  great  diftrefs  :  the  Dutch  fleet  under  Admrral  Opdam,  defeated  that  of 
Sweden,  and  thereby  feafonably  relieved  the  Danifh  King  and  his  capital  city.  The  next  year 
Admiral  De  Ruyter  joined  the  Danifh  fleet,  and,  defeating  that  of  Sweden,  brought  about  a 
pacification  at  Rofchild,  between  thofc  two  northern  crowns,  through  the  mediation  of  Eng- 
land and  France. 

Yet, 
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1659  Yet,  in  the  following  year  1659,  the  Swedes,  under  their  King  Charles  Guftavus,  wcfcfo 
fuccefsful  in  a  frelh  war  againft  Denmark,  as  to  oblige  that  crown  to  reftore  the  fine  province 
-Scania,  or  Sconen,  to  Swedenj  after  Denmark  had  been  in  poflcffion  of  it  for  three  centuries^, 
which  conceffion  threw  much  weight  into  the  fcale  of  Sweden  :  but  feems,  however,  to  have 
reduced  both  crowns  nearer  to  an  cquHibrium  than  before^  with  reference  to  *  the  European 
Hates  trading  into  the  Baltic  Sea. 

The  Danlfli  court  having  further  diflrellcd  the  trade  of  other  nations,  by  their  arbitrary  in- 
treafe  of  the  tolls  in  the  paflagcs  into  the  Baltic,  called  the  Sound  and  greater  and  Icfler  Belt, 
the  two  commonwealths  of  England  and  Holland,  and  tlie  court  of  Fra'nce,  had  entered  into  a 
joint  treaty  at  the  Hague,  in  the  faid  year  1659,  not  only  for  obliging  Denmark  and  Sweden, 
then  at  war,  to  agree  to  the  above  faid  peace,  tut,  by  the  fixth  article  of  the  treaty,  it  wis  fti- 
pulated, 

**  That  no  new  duty,  toll,  or  other  impoft,  on  account  of  beacofts,  liglithdufes,  anchor- 
**  ages,  or  for  any  other  pretences  whatever,  be  for  the  fuaire  raifed  in  the  Sound,  or  the  two 
**  Belts,  by  any  perfon  whatfoever,  upon  the  faid  three  States,  or  either  of  them,  or  upon  their 
*'  fubjeds.  And  with  refpeft  to  the  duties  or  tolls  which  are  paid  there  by  virtue  of  the  treaty 
**  made  ^t  London  between  the  late  Proteftor  (Oliver)  and  die  crown  of  Denmark,  and  of 
*'  another  treaty  made-'between  the  faid  crown  and  the  Uftited  Provinces,  in  the  year  1645, 
**  they  fliall  never  be  augmented  upon  the  three  ftates,  nor  on  any  of  them,  for  any  caufe  or 
**  pretext  whatever.  And,  if  it  happens,  that  there  are  more  favourable  and  advantageous 
**  conditidns*  in  oneof  the  faid  treaties  thin  there  are  in  the  others,  witli  regard  to  the  loll,  or 
•*  the  manner  of  ralfing  it,  the  faid  three  ftates,  and  each  of  them,  fhall  for  the  future  enjoy 
''  the  faid  more  favourable  conditions  equally  ;  as  alfo  all  otlier  privileges  and  exemptions ;  and 
**  fhall  be  guarantees  thereof  one  to  the  other.'* 

It  feems,  that  before  this  definitive  treaty,  the  Danes  often  varied  the  tolls  they  exaftcd 

from  fliips  parting  the  Sound.     Sometimes  they  laid  1  rofc  noble  on  every  fhip,  befide  one  per 

cent,  laftagc. — Sometimes  three  one-half  per  cent.— Ahd,  at  other  times,  a  thirtieth  part  of  all 

•  the  cargo  was  demanded  and  taken.     Queen  Elizabeth  fent  four  folemn  embaffiesto  Denmark, 

in  order  to  get  Ithofe  tolls  moderated,  and  fixed  at  fome  certainty  ;  though  all  to  very  little 

;  furpofe. 

The  Swedes  Kkewife  fometimes  had  pretended  to  a  toll  for  their  caftle  of  HelGngbQrg,  on 
this  fideof  tlic  Sound  :  but  now  this  joint  treaty  and  mutual  guarantee  of  the  three  potent 
ftates  before-mentioned^  feemcd  to  have  put  an  end  to  all  new  demands  and  impofitions 
whatever. 

The  advantageous  peace  which  France  made  this  year  with  the  declining  kingdom  df  Spain, 
at  the  Pyrenees,  gave  the  former  full  leifure  to  improve  its  foreign  commerce,  and  more  efpc- 
cially  its  trade  to  Turkey  for  woollen  goods ;  which,  by  the  help  of  Spanifli  wool,  they  foon 
after  brought  to  fuch  pcrfcftion,  that  they  have  long  fince  been  enabled,  in  a  great  meafurc, 
to  poflefs  a  confidcrablc  advantage  over  the  Englifli  Levant  or  Turkey  Company,  as  well  as 
the  Dutch  and  Venetians.  Thelt*  very  able  ftatefman,  Colbert,  having,  fdon  after  this  time, 
moft  affiduoufly  applied  himfelf  to  this  objeft,  without  fparing  any  expence  for  the  improve- 
ment of  all  the  brandies  of  France's  commerce ;  fuch,  for  inftance,  as  premiums,  remiffion 
ofcuftoms  and  taxes,  warehoufes  rent-free,  &c.  Yet,  in  order  to  get  their  woollen  cloth  at 
firft  introduced  into  Turkey,  they  are  faid  to  have  made  ufe  of  die  names  of  the  Englilh  trad- 
t  c" 
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1659  ers  thither,  and  of  the  reputation  of  Englifh  cloth,  calling  tlicir  cloth  by  the  name  of  Drap  dc 
Londres. 

By  the  Pyrenean  peace,  Spain  yielded  up  to  France  fo  much  territory,  and  fo  many  ftrong 
fortrefles  in  the  Netherlands,  and  on  the  fide  of  Catalonia,  Burgundy,  and  Lorraine,  as  made 
the  fcale  of  France  ftill  much  more  preponderate  :  the  enumeration  of  which  countries  and 
fortrefles  may  be  feea  in  all  the  accounts  of  that  peace  ;  which  indeed  was  a  very  unfortunate 
one  for  Spain,  and  much  altered  the  balance  of  power  in  refpcft  of  thofe  two  nations,  and, 
in  fomc  meafure,  therefore,  afFedted  the  fafety  of  the  reft  of  Europe. 

Tlie  ifland  of  Barbadoes  was  by  this  time  become  rich  and  populous.  For,  in  a  pam* 
plriet,  entitled.  Trade  Revived,  printed  in  the  year  1659,  the  author,  treating  of  the  value  of 
our  American  plantations,  defcribes  **  Barbadoes  as  having  given  to  many  men  of  low  degree 
"  exceeding  vaft  fortunes,  equal  to  noblemen. — That  upwards  of  one  hundred  fail-  of  (hips 
««  there  yearly  find  employment,  by  carrying  goods  and  paflcngers  thither,  and  bringing 
**  thence  other  commodities  ;  whereby  feamen  are  bred,  and  cuftom  increafed ;  our  commo- 
**  dities  vended,  and  many  thoufands  employed  therein,  and  in  refining  our  fugar  at  homc^ 
**  which  we  formerly  had  from  other  countries. :  And  all  this  out  of  that  very  fmall,  dry,  and 
**  Tocky  ifland."  By  this  account  it  appears,  that  our  other  Caribbee  ifles  had  fcarcely  as  yet 
engaged  into  fugar  planting.  This  alfo  feems  to  be  the  firft  account  of  fugar  refining  in  Eng- 
land, though  it  was  probably  of  an  earlier  date  in  fome  other  countries : — for  which  fee  the 
year  1503. 

Dr.  Charles  D'Avenant,  who  was^Infpeftor  General  of  the  Cuftoms  of  England  at  the  time 
he  wrot^  a  treatifc,  entitled,  New  Dialogues  on  the  then  prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs,  printed 
in  the  year  1711,  in  o£lavo,  gives  us  therein,  in  p.  71,  &c.  the  entire  coinage  of  England  for 
a  complete  century  .of  years,  taken  from  the  regifters  of  tlie  Royal  Mint^  viz.  from  1558  to 
1659.^ 

Gold  coined^ — In  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign  - 

In  King  James  the  Firft's  reign,  about 
In  King  Charles  the  Firft's  reign 


Silvcf,^-In  Queen  Elizabeth's  reign 

In  King  James  the  Firft's  reign 
In  King  Charles  the  Firft's  reign 
By  the  Parliament  and  Cromwell 


mm              '                                   M                ' 

1,200,000 
800,000 

— 

1,723,000 

Total  Gold        £. 
;{;.  4.632,932 
1,700,000 

8,776,544 
1,000,000 

3>723,ooo 

Total  Silver        £.     16,109,476 — 16,109,476 


Total  Gold  and  Silver  -  ^.     19,832,476 


"  Yet,"  adds  the  Doftor,  very  properly,  **  all  this  money  was  not  co-exifting  in  this  year 
"  1659-  '  For  Queen  Elizabeth  not  only  called  in  and  recoined  all  the  debafed  filver  coin  of 
*•  the  three  preceding  reigns,  but,  by  varying  the  ftandard,  there  were  frefli  fabrications  oc- 
"  cafioned,  fo  that  the  fame  bullion  was  coined  over  and  over.'*  And  this  able  author  conjec- 
tures, "  that  in  tlie  year  1600,  our  whole  gold  and  filver  coin  together  did  not  exceed  four 

"  miK 
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1659  ^^  millions  ;  and  that  at  the  time  he  wrote"  in  the  year  1711,  "  there  might  be  twelve  mil- 
^'  lions  of  gold  and  filvcrcoin  in  being." 

This  very  curious  account  is  well  worth  our  obfervation  :  and,  as  our  commerce  is  al- 
lowed by  all  men  to  be  very  conlidcrably  increafcd  fince  the  faid  year  1711,  being  the  fpacc 
of  lifty-one  years,  I  conceive,  ,we  may  reafonably  conclude,  that  the  prefent  gold  and  filver 
coin  of  Great  Britain,  aftually  cxifting,  cannot  be  lefs  than  fixteen  millions  :  although  it 
be  not  fo  eafy  to  determine  the  near  proportion  between  the  quantity  of  the  gold  to  the  filver 
coin. 

Having  nothing  farther  to  add  of  the  times  preceding  the  refioration  of  King  Charles  IF. 

we  muft  do  the  Rump  Parliament  and  Cromwell,  with  all  their  faults,  the  juftice  to  remark, 
by  way  of  rccapitulatioii,  that  they  certainly  made  fevcral  very  good  and  fuccefsful  regulations 
and  laws  for  the  improvement  and  increafe  of  England's  commerce  and  fliipping ;  moft  of 
which  were  adopted  and  legally  enafted  by  the  Parliament  immediately  after  the  Reftoration; 
which  plainly  evinced  the  public  fenfc  of  their  utility,  viz. 

I.  The  reduction  of  the  legal  intereft  of  money  from  eight  to  fix  per  cent,  greatly  to  the  ad- 
Tantage  both  of  the  landed  and  trading  interefls. 

II.  Their  eftablifliing  the  firfl  general  Navigation  Afl: ;  by  which,  not  only  the  trade  to  and 
from  our  American  plantations  was  fccured  to  ourfelves  alone,  but  likewife  our  mercantile 
iliipp'ng  was  confiderably  increafed,  as  was  alfo  the  number  of  our  failors,  and  of  all  trades 
d<:pcnding  on  fliipping. 

III.  Tenures  by  Knight's-fervice,  Wardfhips,  and  all  other  kinds  of  fervile  tenures,  were 
forever  abolifhed  in  England. 

I V.  All  kinds  of  monopolies  were  likewife  abolilhed. 

V.  Their  granting  full  liberty  of  confcience  to  all  peaceable  people,  inviting  multitudes  of 
fuch  to  return  with  their  families  and  fortunes  from  New  England,  Holland,  Germany,  &c. 
whither  they  had  been  driven  by  Laud's  unchriftian  and  mad  perfecution,  &c.  and  hereby  not 
only  the  number  of  induftrious  people  were  increafed,  which  is  the  moft  foljd  wealth  of  any 
nation,  but  likewife  new  manufa£lures  were  introduced,  and  the  old  ones  improved  and  in- 
creafed. 

This  fifth  article  was  not  however  adopted  in  the  firft  tranfports  of  the  zealous  royalifts; 
nor  was  it  legally  enafted  till  the  acceflion  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary;  when  the  na- 
tion's eyes  were  fully  opened,  to  fee  the  prejudice  and  folly,  as  well  as  wickednefs,  of  denying 
that  freedom  of  confcience  to  otliers,  which  v/e  ourfelves  would  think  we  had  a  right  to  in  firai- 
lar  circuraftances. 

VI.  Scotland's  vaflfalagc  was  abolifhed  by  them,  and  better  orders  were  eftablilhed  in  that 
country  for  providing  for  their  poor,  for  punifhing  vagrants,  and  for  fuppreffing  of  robberies, 
than  had  been  before  in  ufe. 

But  this  laft  mentioned  benefit  to  Scotland,  was  far  from  being  confirmed  after  the  Reftora- 
tion, though  fo  reafonable  and  beneficial.      The  firft   four  articles,  however,   were  wifely 
confirmed  by  the  legal  government,  as  what  tlie   nation  could  not  have  been  eafy  without, 
,    having  before  fo  fully  experienced  their  beneficial  and  moft  falutary  cffefts. 
1660       On  the  third  of  May  1660,  a  final  peace  was  concluded  at  the  monaftcry  of  Oliva,  in  Polifti 
Ptuflia,  between  John  Cafimir,  King  of  Poland,  and  his  confederates,  the  Emperor  Leopold, 
and  Frederic  William,  Elcftor  of  Brandenburg,  on  the  one  part,  and  Charles  XI.  King  of 
2  Swedeoi 
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1660  Sweden,  on  the  other  part;  King  Louis  XIV.  King  of  France,  being  guarantiee.  Wherein 
all  that  is  effentially  necelTary  for  us  to  obferve,  is,  the  great  additional  weight  thrown  into 
the  fcale  of  Sweden,  by  Poland's  yielding  up  or  confirming  to  her,  for  ever,  the  large,  fair, 
and  fruitful  province  of  Livonia ;  moft  of  which,  however,  had  been  long  before  conquered 
and  poffefled  by  Sweden.  On  the  other  hand,  Sweden  yielded  up  to  Poland  the  cities  and 
forts  (he  held  in  Polifli  Pruffia. — The  Emperor  ceded  to  Holftein  all  that  he  held  in  that 
dutchy,  and  the  Ele£tor  of  Brandenburgh  yielded  to  Sweden  all  that  he  bad  held  in  weftera 
Ponierania. 

We  are  now  again  returned  to  the  legal  conftitution  of  England,  of  King,  Lords,  and  Com- 
mons, by  the  reiloration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  May,  in  this 
year  1660  :  and  the  firft  aft  of  Parliament,  relating  to  our  fubjcft,  is  that  of  this  twelfth  year 
of  the  faid  King,  cap.  iv.  entitled,  **  A  Subfidy  granted  to  him  of  Tonnage  and  Pourtdage, 
**  and  other  fums  of  money,  payable  upon  merchandize  exported  and  imported :"  die  pre^- 
amble  to  which  aft  run$  thus,  viz. 

"  The  Commons  aflemblcd  in  Parliament,  repofing  truft  and  confidence  in  your  Majefty, 
in  and  for  the  guarding  and  defending  of  the  fcas,  againft  all  perfons  intending,  or  that 
fhall  intend,  the  difturbance  of  your  faid  Commons,  in  the  intercourfe  of  trade,  and  the 
invading  of  this  your  realm  ;  for  the  better  defraying  the  neceflary  expences  thereof,  which 
cannot  otherwife  be  efFefted  without  great  charge  to  your  Majefty,  do,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords,"  the  Bifhops  were  not  yet  re-inflated,  *'  in  this  your  pre- 
fent  Parliament  aflembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  to  the  intent  aforefaid,  give 
and  grant  unto  you,  our  fupreme  liege  Lord  and  Sovereign,  one  fubfidy,  called  tonnage  i 
that  is  to  fay,  of  every  ton  of  wine,  of  the  growth  of  France, — that  Ihall  come  into  the 
port  of  London, — by  way  of  merchandize,  by  your  natural-born  fubjefts,  four  pounds  ten 
fhillings, — and  by  ftrangers  and  aliens,  fix  pounds,— and  into  the  out-ports,  three  pounds 
by  natural  born  fubjefts  ;  and  by  aliens,  four  pounds  ten  fhillings. — And,  for  every  but  or 
pipe  of  Mufcadels,  Malmfeys,  Gites,  Tents,  Alicants,  Baflards,  Sacks,  Canaries,  Malagas, 
Madeiras,"  the  firfl  time  this  wine  is  mentioned  by  that  name,  *'  and  other  wines  whatfo- 
ever,  commonly  called  fweet  wines,  of  the  growth  of  the  Levant,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  or 
any  of  them,  or  of  the  iflands  belonging  to  them,  or  elfewhere,  that  fhall  come  into  the 
port  of  London,  brought  by  Englifli  fubjefts,  two  pounds  five  fhillings, — and  by  aliens, 
three  pounds  ; — and  into  the  out-ports,  by  Englifh  fubjefts,  one  pound  ten  fhillings; — and 
by  aliens,  two  pounds  five  fhillings; — alfo  for  Rhenifh  wines,  by  natural-born  fubjefts, 
one  pound  per  annum,  and  by  aliens,  one  pound  five  fhillings, — as  in  a  book  of  rates  here- 
in-after referred  to : — and  alfo  one  other  fubfidy,  called  poundage,  /.  e.  of  all  manner  of 
goods  and  merchandize  exported  or  imported,  either  by  denizens  or  aliens,  twelve-pence 
for  every  twenty  fliillings,  as  in  the  book  of  rates  valued,  ov  ad  valorem:  and  for  En<^lifh 
produft  or  manufafture,  exported  by  aliens,  twelve-pence  more  for  every  twenty  fhillinfrs 
over  and  above  the  firft  twenty  fliillings  :  excepting,  however,  all  manner  of  woollen  cloths, 
commonly  called  old  draperies, — and  all  wines  which  fliall  have  paid  the  above-named  ton- 
nage,— and  alfo  fifh,  brought  by  Englifhmen, — and  all  frefh  fifh  and  beflial,  imported,— 
and  all  other  goods  mentioned  to  be  cuftom  free  in  the  faid  book  of  rates." 
^  No  mention  is  as  yet  made  in  this  new  book  of  rates  of  tea,  coffee,  or  chocolate,  though 
they  are  all  mentioned  in  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  fame  year. 
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1660       By  an  a£l  of  this  fame  year,  cap.  xxv.  for  felling  of  wines  by  retail,  &c.  the  following  prices^ 
were  fixed,  vrz. 

I.  Spanifli  and  fweet  wines^  not  above  one  fhilling  and  fix-pence  per  quart  : 

II.  French  wines  not  above  eight-pence  per  quart : 

III.  Rhenifh  wines  not  above  twelve-pence  per  quart :  penalty  five  pounds. 

**  And  we  do  hereby  grant  to  our  faid  liege  Lord  and  Sovereign  another  fubfidy,  /.  e,  on 
**  every  piece  of  ftiort  woollen  cloth  exported  by  Engliflimen,  called  broad  cloths,  not  exceeding 
*'  twenty-eight  yards  in  length  and  fixty-four  pounds  weight,  the  fum  of  three  fhiilings  and 
*^  four-pence,  and  proportionably  if  of  greater  length  or  weight :  and  of  leffer  kngths  and 
**  weight,  exported  by  Englilhraen,  alfo  three  fhiilings  and  four-pence,  and  by  aliens  fix  Ihil- 
*•  lings  and  eight-pence. — Englifh  merchants  fhipping  goods,  &c.  in  foreign  fhips  fromEng- 
•*  land,  fhall  pay  doable  duties,  as  if  they  were  foreigners.  But  herrings  and  other  fca  fifli 
•*  exported,  fhall  be  duty  free.  And  it  is  hereby  enafted,  that  no  rates  fliall  be  impofed  on 
**  Englifhmen  without  the  authority  of  Parliament.  No  King's  colleftors,  &c.  fhall  take 
**  more  fees  than,  was  cuflomary  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  late  King  James. 

Other  goods,  when  at  certain  prices,  may  be  exported,  vi7.  gunpowder,  when  not  exceed- 
ing five  pounds  the  barrel :  wheat,  two  pounds  per  quarter  :  rye,  beans,  and  peas,  one  pound 
four  fhiilings  ;  barley  and  malt,  twenty  fhiilings  per  quarter :  oats,  fixteen  fhiilings ;  beef,  per 
barrel,,  five  pounds;  pork,  fix  pounds  ten  fhiilings;  bacon,  per  pound,  fix-pence;  butter, 
the  barrel,  four  pounds  ten  fhiilings ;  cheefe^  the  hundred,  one  pound  ten  fhiilings  ;  candles, 
the  dozen  pounds,  five  fhiilings. 

I.  "  Provided  always,  that  his  Majefly  may,  by  proclamation,  at  any  time  when  he  fhall 
•*  fee  caufe  fo  to  do,  and  for  fuch  time  as  fhall  be  therein  exprefTcd,  prohibit  the  tranfporta- 
"  tion  of  gunpowder,  or  any  fort  ofarms^or  ammunition, 

"  And  be  it  further  enabled,  that,  over  and  above  the  rates  herein  before-mentioned,  there 
**  fhall  be  paid  to  your  Majefly,  on  every  toaof  wine,  of  the  growth  of  France,  Germany, 
**  Portugal,  or  Madeira,  brought  into  the  port  of  London,  or  elfewhere,  three  pounds  with- 
•*  in  nine  months  after  importing.  And  of  every  ton  of  all  other  wines,  four  pounds.  The 
•*  importer  to  give  fecurity  for  payment.  Yet  if  any  of  thofe  wines  fhall  be  re-exported  witli- 
**  in  twelve  months  after,  then  the^  aforefaid  additional  duty  fhall  be  returned.  And  tiie  im- 
**  porter,  paying  ready  money,  fhall  be  allowed  ten  per  cent,  difcount. 

II.  **  Provided,  that  the  prizage  of  v;ines,  or  prize  wines,  fhall  pay  no  tonnage,  cufloms, 
**  nor  fubfTdy,  in  virtue  of  this  aft,  nor  of  any  thing  therein  contained.** 

Although,  in  the  preface  to  this  work,  it  is  declared,  that  it  was  not  our  intent  to  take 
notice  of  any  duties,  cufloms,  or  taxes,  or  the  alterations  of  tliem,  enafted  from  time  to  tiraej 
yet  the  above-recited  famous  aft  of  Parliament  having  fixed  the  tonnage  and  fubfidy  on  wines, 
and  the  poundage  on  divers  other  kinds  of  merchandize  and  provifions  ;  referring  to  a  new 
book  of  rates,  which,  though  altered  fince  this  time,  in  many  points,  has  however  been,  in 
general,  a  guide  for  the  rates  or  duties  of  many  other  kinds  of  merchandize;  and  as,  nwrcovcr, 
the  ground  of  granting  the  ancient  duties  of  tonnage  and  pournlage,  are  in  this  aft  explained: 
we  thought  it  proper  to  give  the  fubflance  of  the  faid  law,  by  way  of  pattern  or  precedent. 

.By  this  fame  law  the  linen  of  France  was  too  much  favoured  ;  for  their  fine  dowlas  was  to 
pay  only  one  halfpenny  per  ell;  whilft  fine  linen  of  Flanders  was  to  pay  three-pence  per  ell 
iJuty. 
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OF     THE     ORIGIN     OF     COMMERCE.  4^1 

A.  n, 

1660       We  have  feen  the  former  redu£lions  of  the  national  or  legal  intereft  of  money,  in  "England, 

at  different  periods  of  time,  occafioned  from  a  proportionable  increafe  of  money  and  com- 
merce ;  and  we  have  (hewn  the  rational  grounds  of  and  for  thofe  reduflions,  fo  far  as  hereafter 
to  favc  our  readers  the  trouble  of  more  copiouily  enlarging  on  this  fubjeft. 

The  laft  reduftion  was  from  eight  to  fix  per  cent,  but  as  it  was  enafted  by  an  illegal  or 
nfurped  power,  in  the  year  1651,  the  legal  Parliament,  at  the  reftoration,  could  not  confift- 
cntly  takediredt  notice  of  it,  by  way  of  confirmation;  although,  in  efFeft,  they  do  it  by  tlic 
preamble  to  the  aft,  cap.  xiii.  that  none  fnall  take  above  fix  pounds  for  the  loan  of  an  hun- 
<lred  pounds  for  a  year;  which  expreflfes  itfelf  in  the  following  manner: 

"  And  whereas,  in  frefii  memory,  the  like  fall  from  eight  to  fix  in  the  hundred,  by  a  late 
^*  conftant  praftice,  hath  found  the  like  fuccefs,  to  the  general  contentment  of  this  nation,  as 
^*  is  vifible  by  feveral  improvements.  And  whereas  neverthelefs  it  is  the  endeavour  of  fomc 
**  at  prefent  to  reduce  it  back  again  in  praftice  to  the  allowance  of  the  ftatute  Hill  in  force," 
i.  €.  to  eight  per  cent.  **  to  the  great  difcouragemcnt  of  ingenuity  and  induftry  in  the  huf- 
"*'  bandry,  trade,  and  commerce  of  this  nation  : — be  it  therefore  cnafted,  that  from  and  after 
**  the  twenty-ninth  of  September  1660,  none  Ihall  take  above  fix  pounds  per  cent,  as  above, 
*^  and  that  all  bonds  and  aflurances  whatever,  made  after  the  time  aforefaid,  for  payment  of 
**  any  principal  money  to  be  lent  or  covenanted  to  be  performed,  upon  or  for  any  ufury^ 
**  whereupon  there  ihall  be  referved  or  taken  above  the  rate  of  fix  pounds  in  the  hundred, 
**  fhall  be  utterly  void. — And  the  taker  of  any  higher  intereft  or  ufury,  fhall  forfeit,  for  every 
**  fuch  offence,  the  treble  value  of  the  money  fo  lent,  &c« 

Two  things  are  worth  remarking  on  this  aft,  viz. 

Firft,  That  the  word  ufury  was  ftill  the  legal  term  for  the  lawful  intereft  of  money. 

Secondly,  That  this  aft  does  not  take  the  leaft  notice  of  tlie  unlawfulnefs,  in  point  of  reK* 
gion  or  confcience,  or  the  fin  of  taking  ufury  or  intereft  for  the  loan  of  money,  as  had  beea 
'Cxpreffed  in  the  two  preceding  legal  afts  for  the  reduftion  of  it. 

Upon  this  reduftion.  Sir  Jofiah  Child  remarks,  as  he  alfo  did  in  treating  on  the  two  for- 
mer reduftions  : 

"  I.  That  in  about  twenty  years  after  the  like  reduftion  by  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  1651, 
**  notwitliftanding  the  long  civil  wars  and  the  great  complaints  of  the  deadnefs  of  trade,  there 
**  are  more  men  to  be  found  upon  the  exchange  now,"  (/.  e.  about  1688  ;  as  he  firft  publiflied 
his  Brief  Obfervations  concerning  Trade  and  Intereft  of  Money,  in  a  fniall  quarto  pamphlet, 
in  that  year  1688,  to  which  he  made  a  fhort  addition  in  the  fame  year :  fo,  by  degrees,  his 
judicious  writings  on  commerce  have  fwelled  to  a  reafonable  oftavo  book  :)  "  worth  ten  thou- 
*•■  fand  pounds  than  were  then  worth  one  thoufand  pounds. — And  that  five  hundred  pounds 
^*  fixty  years  before,  with  a  daughter,  was  efteemed  a  larger  portion  than  two  thoufand  pounds 
**  in  his  time. 

**  II.  That  gentlewomen,  in  thofe  days,  efteemed  themfelves  well  clothed  in  a  fcrgc  gown, 
♦*  which  a  chambermaid  now  would  beafliamed  to  beieen  in. — That,  befide  the  great  increafe 
«*  of  rich  clothes,  plate,  jewels,  and  houlhold  furniture,  there  were  one  hundred  coaches 
**  now,"  /.  e.  about  the  year  1688,  **  to  one  kept  formerly." 

All  which,  and  much  more,  he  folely  afcribes  to  the  abatement  of  intereft,  which  he  calls 
ihtcaufa  caufans  of  all  the  other  caufes  of  the  riches  of  the  Dutch,  as  well  as  of  ourfelves,  in- 
creafed  to  fix  times  what  it  then  was.  **  Hereby  alfo,"  fays  he,  **  we  are  enabled  to  pay  a 
***  greater  tax  in  one  year  than  our  forefathers  could  in  twenty^"     "  I  can/'  fay ^  he,  "  my- 
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1660  "  felf  remember  fince  there  were  not  ufed  in  London  fo  many  wharfs  or  quays,  for  landing 
"  of  merchants  goods,  by  at  leaft  one  third  part,  as  now  there  are  ;  and  thofe  that  were  thea 
**  could  fcarce  have  employment  for  half  what  they  could  do. — Lands  in  the  country  nowr 
**  yield  twenty  years  purchafe,  which  would  not  then  have  yielded  above  eight  or  ten  at 
•'  moft.  The  fame  farms  or  lands  to  be  now  fold,  would  yield  treble,"  and  in  fomc  cafes  fix 
times,  "  the  money  they  were  fold  for  fifty  years  ago. — Ireland  has  alfo  been  vaftly  improved 
«*  in  its  lands,  fince  great  part  of  it  has  been  lately  poflefled  by  the  induftrious  Englifli,  who 
**  were  foldiers  in  the  late  army."  In  brief,  he  lays  it  down  as  a  conftant  rule  to  judge  whe- 
ther any  country  be  rich  or  poor,  to  know  what  intereft  they  pay  for  money.  '  "  Near  home," 
continues  he,  "  we  fee  it  evidently,  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  where,  ten  and  twelve  per  cent. 
*'  being  paid  for  intereft,"  (here  he  is  certainly  miftaken  as  to  Scotland,  whofe  Parliament, 
as  we  have  feen,  did,  in  the  year  1633,  reduce  their  national  intereft  from  ten  to  eight  per 
cent,  as  we  Ihall  foon  fee  them  further  reducing  it  to  fix  per  cent.)  '*  the  people  are  poor,  de- 
**  fpicable,  ill-clothed,  and  their  houfes  worfe  provided ;.  money  intolerably  fcarce,  notwith- 
**  ftanding  their  great  plenty  of  all  provifions.  In  FraiKC,  where  money  is  at  feven  per  cent. 
•*  lands  yield  about  eighteen  years  purchafe.  In  Italy,  money  will  not  yield  above  three  per 
**  cent,  upon  real  fecurity ;  and  there  the  people  are  rich,  full  of  trade,  well  attired,  and  their 
**  lands  will  fell  at  thirty-five  to  forty  years  purchafe  :  and  that  it  is  fo,  or  better  with  them 
•*  in  Holland,  is  too  manifeft.  In  Turkey,  twenty  per  cent,  is  their  intereft,  which  makes 
**  commerce  there  to  be  engroffed  by  a  few,  as  is  always  the  cafe  where  intereft  is  very  high, 
«•  and  was  the  cafe  in  England  in  Elizabeth's  and  James  the  Firft^s  time,  when  intereft  was 
**  at  ten  per  cent.  In  Spain,  the  ufual  intereft  is  ten  and  twelve  per  cent,  and  there,  not- 
«•  withftanding  they  have  the  only  trade  in  the  world  for  gold  and  filver,  money  is  no  where 
**  more  fcarce ;  the  people  poor,  defpicable,  and  void  of  commerce,  other  than  what  the  Eng- 
•*  lifli,  Dutch,  Italians,  Jews,  and  other  foreigners,  bring  to  them;  who  are  to  them,  in 
**  effeft,  as  leeches,  who  fuck  their  blood  and  vital  fpirits  from  them." 

This  author,  however,  feems  to  have  been  aware  of  a  very  ftrong  objeftion  againft  a  pre- 
cipitate reduftion  of  the  legal  intereft  of  money  in  a  nation,  without  duly  attending  to  what 
may  very  properly  be  termed  the  natural  intereft  of  money  in  fuch  a  nation,  /.  e.  at  what  in- 
tereft money  may  generally  be  borrowed  on  good  fecurity  ;  fo  that  fuch  propofed  legal  reduc- 
tion of  intereft  Ihould  not  be  very  different  from  the  faid  natural  intereft  of  money  at  fuch  rc- 
fpeftive  time  propofed :  wherefore  he  obferves,  **  that  the  matter  in  England  was,  at  that 
"  time,  prepared  for  an  abatement  of  the"  legal  **  intereft;  for,"  fays  he,  **  the  Eaft  India 
"  Company  do  now  borrow,"  in  the  year  1688,  **  what  they  want  at  four  per  cent." 

Yet  notwithftanding  all  that  this  able  and  experienced  gentleman  has  faid  upon  this  favoor- 
ite  fubjeft  of  his,  it  feems  to  us,  that  he  has  not  fufficiently  confidered  another  point,  viZr 
that  low  intereft  for  money,  in  any  country,  is,  at  leaft,  as  much  the  efFeft  as  the  caufe  of 
wealth  and  commerce.  An  increafe  of  commerce  brings  an  increafe  of  wealth,  wliich  is  ever 
attended  with  an  increafe  of  money,  and  fuch  increafe  of  money  will  naturally  and  neceflarily 
produce  a  low  rate  of  intereft,  as  plenty  of  any  thing  whatever,  confequently,  caufes  its  cheap- 
nefs.  A  wife  nation  may  indeed  facilitate  the  reduftion  of  its  legal  intereft,  by  good  and  pru- 
dent preparatory  regulations,  and  thereby  contribute  to  the  increafe  of  commerce,  and  to  the 
encouragement  of  agriculture  :  but  fuch  reduftion  of  the  legal  intereft  is  to  be  done  with  great 
circumfpeftion,  and  ever  with  a  due  regard  to  the  current  natural  intereft  of  money,  at  any 
fuch  propofed  time. 

Ilf 
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1660      in  this  fame  year  and  fcflion  of  Parliament,  was  the  firft  legal  aft,  cap.  xvili.  pafled  for  the 
general  encouragement  and  encrcafc  of  Ihipping  and  navigation,     **  Wherein,"  fays  its  pre- 
**  amble,  **  under  the  good  providence  and  proteAion  of  God,  tlie  wealth,  fafety,  and  ftrength 
•*  of  this  kingdom  are  fo  much  concerned." 
The  principal  enafting  claufes  are, 

I.  **  No  goods  or  commodities  whatfoever  fhall  be  imported  into,  or  exported  from,  any 
**  of  the  King's  lands,  iflands,  plantations,  or  territories,  in  Afia,  Africa,  or  America,  in 
«*  any  other  than  Englifh,  Irifli,  or  plantation-built  Ihips ;  and  whereof  the  mafter,  and  at 
•*  leaft  three-fourths  of  the  mariners  Ihall  be  Englifhmen ;  under  forfeiture  of  Ihips  and  goods. 

II.  **  None  but  natural  born  fubjefts,  or  naturalized,  (hall  henceforth  exercife  the  occupa- 
**  tion  of  a  merchant  or  faftor  in  thofe  places  ;  under  forfeiture  of  goods  and  chattels."  This 
claufe  is  a  good  improvement  on  the  Rump's  a£t  of  navigation,  in  the  year  1651 ;  it  having 
been  before  common  to  have  Dutch  merchants  to  be  faftors  and  agents  in  our  colonies. 

III.  *'  No  goods  of  the  growth,  ppoduft,  or  manufafturc  of  Afia,  Africa,  or  America,  (hall 
**  be  imported  into  England,  but  in  fuch  Ihips  as  do  truly  belong  to  Englifh  people,  cither 
"  here,  or  in  the  King's  lands  or  plantations  in  thofe  parts,  and  navigated  as  in  the  firft  claufe 
**  above."  This  claufe  fecured  the  Eaft  India,  Guinea,  and  Levant  companies  from  foreign 
Ihips,  as  well  as  it  did  our  American  colonies. 

IV.  *'  No  goods  or  commodities  of  foreign  growth,  produ£lion,  or  manufafture,  which 
"  fhall  be  brought  into  England,  Ireland,  Jerfey,  or  Guernfey,  &c.  other  than  in  (hips  built 
**  and  navigated  as  aforefaid,  (hall  be  (hipped  from  any  other  place  but  the  place  of  their 
"  growth,  production,  or  manufafture,  or  from  thofe  ports  where  they  can  only  be,  or  ufu- 
"  ally  have  been  brought ;  under  forfeiture  of  (hip  and  goods."  So  lately  as  about  the  year 
1755,  or  1756,  twelve  (hips  from  Apenrade,  in  Denmark,  were  guilty  of  a  breach  of  this  claufe, 
by  bringing  timber  to  Liverpool,  not  of  the  growth  of  Denmark,  and  were  obliged  to  com- 
pound for  the  fame  ;  as  were  two  (hips  from  the  faid  town  of  Apenrade,  the  next  year,  for 
timber  brought  to  the  port  of  Leith.  So  neceflfary  is  it  for  the  freighters  and  commanders  of 
trading  (hips  to  know  the  mercantile  laws  of  the  country  they  trade  to. 

V.  **  Such  falted  fi(h,  train-oil,  and  whale-fins,  (as  have  been  ufually  caught,  &c.  by  the 
"  Englifh  or  Irifh)  not  caught,  cured,  &c.  by  Englifh  or  Irifh,  nor  imported  in  vefTels  truly 
<*  Englifh,  and  navigated  as  above,  (hall  pay  double  aliens  cuftoms." 

VI.  **  No  goods  nor  provifions  (hall  be  carried  coaft-wife,  from  one  Englifh  port  to  ano- 
<*  ther,  in  veflTcls  whereof  any  ftranger,  not  naturalized,  is  owner  in  whole  or  in  part,  and 
«*  which  (hall  not  be  navigated  as  before. 

"VIL  **  No  goods  of  the  growth,  &c.  of  RufTia,  asalfo  no  mafts,  timber,  or  boards,  foreign 
**  fah,  pitch,  tar,  rofin,  hemp,  flax,  raifins,  figs,  prunes,  olive-oil,  corn,  fugar,  pot-a(h,  wines, 
•*  vinegar,  and  fptrits,  (hall  be  imported  in  any  (hips,  but  fuch  whereof  the  true  owners  arc 
**  Englifh,  and  navigated  as  aforefaid.  Nor  any  currants,  or  other  goods,  of  the  Turks  do- 
"  minions,  but  in  Englifh-built  (hips,  and  navigated  as  aforefaid.  Excepting  only  fuch  fo- 
*<  reign  fhips  as  are  of  the  built  of  that  country  of  which  the  faid  goods  are  the  growth,  &c.  or 
<*  of  fuch  port  where  the  aforefaid  goods  can  only  be,  or  moft  ufually  are,  firft  (hipped  for 
**  tranfportation ;  and  whereof  the  mafter,  and  three-fourths  of  tlie  mariners  at  leaft,  arc  of 
<*  the  faid  country  or  place. 

VIIL  "  To  prevent  the  colouring  or  concealing  of  aliens  goods,  all  the  foreign  goods  be- 

^«  fore-named,  which  (hall  be  henceforth  imported  into  England,  ia  ihips  not  belonging  to 
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.16G0  "  England,  and  not  navigated  as  aforcfaid,  fliall  be  deemed  aliens  goods,  and  fhall  pay  all 
*'  ftrangers  cuftoms  and  port  dues. 

IX.  "  To  prevent  the  like  frauds  in  colouring  the  buying  of  foreign  (hips  : 
"   I.  No  foreign-built  fliip  Ihall  enjoy  the  privileges  of  one  belonging  to  England,  tillfirft 

*'  the  owners  make  it  appear  that  they  are  not  aliens :  and, 

**  2.  They  (hall  fwear  that  they  gave  a  valuable  condderation  (to  be  then  fpecificd)  for  fuch 
"  fhip,  and  that  no  foreigner  has  any  fharc  therein.  Of  all  which  a  certificate  fhall  1^  pro- 
**  duced,  and  a  regiiler  kept." — Ever  fince  this  aft,  there  is  an  officer  cftablidied  at  the  cuftom- 
houfe,  called  the  Surveyor  of  the  Aft  of  Navigation,  who  keeps  the  regifter  of  all  Brltifh- 
built  Ihips,  &c. 

X.  "  This  aft  Ihall  not  extend  to  merchandize  from  any  place  within  the  Straits  of  Gibral- 
<*  tar,  if  it  be  brought  from  the  ufual  ports  there,  though  not  from  the  place  of  its  growth, 
"  produftion,  or  manufafturc;  (this  claufe  has  a  fpecial  refpeft  to  goods  brought  from  Tur- 
key, though  the  produft,  &c.  of  Perfia  and  Arabia,  Sec.)  "  fo  as  the  fliip  and  crew  be  quali- 
«*  fied  as  above.  The  hke  as  to  all  Eaft  India  commodities,  brought  from  any  place  eaflof 
*^  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Moreover,  Englifh  fhips,  navigated  as  above,  may  import  from 
**  Spain,  Portugal,  the  Canaries,  Azores,  and  Madeira,  all  forts  of  goods  of  the  plantations 
**  Spain  or  Portugal. 

XI.  "  Bullion,  prize-goods,  corn,  and  fait,"  (and  fifli  from  Scotland,  in  Scotifh-built 
fhips,  and  three-fourths  of  the  mariners  the  King's  fubjefts)  *'  are  excepted  out  of  thisaS; 
**  and  feal-oil  from  Ruffia,  in  Englifli  fhips,  and  three-fourths  Englifh  mariners. 

XII.  "  French  fliips,  in  our  ports,  fhall  pay  five  (hillings  per  ton,  fo  long  as  Engliih  (hips 
"  in  French  ports  pay  fifty  fols  per  ton." 

The  Dutch  were  exempted  from  this  impofition  of  fifty  fols  per  ton,  by  the  treaty  of  Ryf- 
wick,  much  to  the  damage  of  France,  fays  the  French  Council  of  Trade,  in  tlieir  report,  in 
the  year  1701  ;  fince  that,  duty,  which  before  had  produced  from  fix  to  feven  hundred  thou- 
fand  livres,  now  {i.e.  in  the  fame  year)  yields  but  one  hundred  thoufand. 

XIII.  '*  No  fugar,  tobacco,  cotton-wool,  indigo,  ginger,  fuftic,  and  other  dying  woods,  of 
"  the  growth  or  manufafture  of  our  Afian,  African,  or  American  colonies,  (hall  be  (hipped 
**  from  the  faid  colonies  to  any  place  but  to  England,  Ireland,"  (This  laft  country  is  left  out 
in  all  fubfequent  afts,  and  exprefsly  excepted  by  cap.  xxvi.  of  the  twenty-fecond  and  twenty- 
third  of  the  faid  King)  ^'  or  to  fome  other  of  his  Majcfly's  faid  plantations,  there  to  be  landed ; 
**  under  forfeiture  as  before.  And  to  make  e(Feftual  this  laft-named  claufe,  for  the  fole  bcnc- 
<*  fit  of  our  own  navigation  and  people,  the  owners  of  the  (hips  (hall  give  bonds,  at  their  fet- 
"  ting  out,  for  the  due  performance  thereof.*' — Confirmed  by  the  twenty-fifth  of  King  Charks 
the  Second,  chap.  vii. 

Thefe  were  called  enumerated  commodities  ;  and  by  the  afts  of  the  fifteenth,  twenty-fecond, 
and  twenty-third  of  this  reign,  (the  firft,  for  the  encouraging  of  trade ;  and  the  others,  for  die 
preventing  the  planting  of  tobacco  in  England,  and  for  regulating  the  plantation-trade)  the 
enumerated  commodities,  in  the  firft  aft,  were  exprefsly  prohibited  to  be  carried  to  Ireland, 
till  firft  landed  in  England. 

By  the  third  and  fourth  of  Queen  Anne,  rice  and  mola(res  are  made  enumerated  commodi- 
ties ;  but  by  the  third  of  King  George  the  Second,  rice  is  again  rendered  unenumerated.— By 
the  eighth  of  King  George  the  Firft^  for  encouraging  the  filk  manufafture,  beaver,  and  other 
peltry  of  America,  are  made  enumerated.     And  by  the  fccond  of  King  George  the  Second, 
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1:660  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  mafts,  yards,  and  bowfprits,  from  our  plantations,  atealfo  made  enume- 
rated commodities ;  and  all  other  plantation  goods  are  called  unenumerated.  And  by  the 
eighth  of  George  the  Firft,  cap.  xviii.  copper  ore  of  the  plantations  was  made  an  enumerated 
commodity  ;  that  is,  fuch  a  one  muft  be  firft  landed  in  England,  before  it  can  be  landed  in 
foreign  parts. 

Thefc  enumerated  commodities  will,  probably,  be  hereafter  found  neceflary  to  be  altered, 
with  the  unforefeen  changes  necefTarily  happening  in  our  American  and  European  commerce. 
This  is  the  fubftance  of  this  very  long  aft,  fo  neceflary  to  be  inferted  in  this  work,  as  being 
perhaps  the  moft  important  ftatute,  in  behalf  of  commerce,  that  ever  was  enafted  in  this,  or, 
poflibly,  in  any  other  nation.  Indeed,  Sir  Jofiah  Child,  in  his  Difcourfe  on  Trade,  was  fo 
entirely  of  this  opinion,  that  he  thinks  it  deferves  to  be  called  our  Charta  Maritima. 

There  wanted  not,  however,  authors,  who,  at  firft,  as  in  a  former  one,  enafted  by  the  Rump, 
found  fault  with  it ;  affirming,  that  it  would  be  deftruftive  to  our  commerce,  &c.  In  Roger 
Coke's  Difcourfe  of  Trade,  publifhed  even  fo  late  as  1670,  he  aflerts,  "  That  in  two  ycara 
**  after  the  Navigation  Aft  of  the  Rump  Parliament,  in  the  year  1651,  the  building  of  Ihips 
**  in  England  became  one-third  dearer  than  before,"  (at  whicli  none  but  fuch  a  head  as  his 
would  have  wondered)  **  and  that  feamens  wages  became  fo  exccflive  dear,  that  we  have 
**  wholly  loft  the  Mufcovy  and  Greenland  trades,  whereby  we  gave  the  Dutch,  and  other  na- 
**  tions,  the  power  of  driving  the  trade  of  the  world.'*  Yet,  on  the  contrary,  we,  by  this 
Navigation  Aft,  have  gradually  obtained  a  vaft  increafe  of  (hipping  and  mariners  :  for,  by  pa- 
tience and  fteadinefs,  we  have,  in  length  of  time,  obtained  the  two  great  ends  of  this  ever- 
famous  aft,  viz. 

I.  The  bringing  our  own  people  to  build  fhips  for  carrying  on  fuch  an  extenfive  commerce 
as  they  had  not  before.  Sir  Jofiah  Child  was  of  opinion,  **  That,  without  this  aft,  we  had 
**  not  now,'*  (/.  e.  in  1668)  **  been  owners  of  one  half  of  tlie  (hipping  nor  trade,  nor  (hould 
"  have  employed  one  half  of  the  feamen  we  do  at  prefent."  So  vaft  an  alteration  had  this  aft 
brought  about  in  a  few  years  ;  fo  that  we  are  at  length  become,  in  a  great  meafure,  what  the 
Dutch  once  were,  that  is,  the  great  carriers  of  Europe,  more  efpecially  within  the  Mediter- 
ranean fea. 

II.  By  this  aft  we  have  abfolutely  excluded  all  other  nations  from  any  direft  trade  or  cor— 
refpondence  with  our  American  plantations  ;  and,  were  it  not  for  this  aft,  fays  our  before- 
quoted  able  author,  we  fhould  fee  forty  Dutch  (hips  at  our  own  plantations,  for  one  of  Eng- 
land.— That,  before  the  pa(nng  of  this  aft,  and  whilft  our  American  colonies  were  but  in  their 
infancy,  the  (hips  of  other  European  nations,  more  efpecially  of  the  Dutch,  rcforted  to  our 
plantations  both  to  lade  and  unlade;  and  their  merchants  and  faftors  neftled  themfelves 
amongft  our  people  there,  which  utterly  fruftrated  the  original  intent  of  our  planting  thofe 
colonies,  viz.  to  be  a  benefit  to  their  mother-country,  to  which  they  owed  their  being  and 
proteftion.  It  could  not  therefore  be  thought  ftrange,  that  when  our  planters  were  become 
able  to  ftand  on  their  own  legs,  and  to  fupply  confiderablc  quantities  of  materials  for  exporta- 
tion, as  was  now  the  cafe  of  Virginia  for  tobacco,  and  of  Barbadoes  for  fugar,  ginger,  cot-^ 
ton,  &c.  our  Icgiflature  thought  it  high  time  to  fecure  to  ourfclves  alone,  thofe  increafing  be- 
nefits which  had  been  produced  at  our  fole  charge  and  trouble.  And,  in  this  refpeft,  Spain^ 
had  long  before  fet  us  a  juft  and  laudable  example,  fince  followed  by  the  other  principal  Eu- 
ropean nations  who  have  made  fettlements  in  America. 

3  We 


Digitized  by 


Google 


45^  AN   HISTORIC  A  L   AUD     CHRONOLOGICAL      DEDUCTION. 

A.    D. 

1660  We  may  here  alfo  obfcrve,  that,  till  this  aft  took  place,  the  Dutch,  in  a  manner,  cngrof- 
fed  tlie  whole  trade  to  Sweden  ;  whereas,  by  this  regulation,  our  Englifhftiips  havefincegota 
fhare  of  the  trade  thither. 

Such  immenfc  benefits,  obtained  by  this  aft,  may  well  be  our  juflification  for  enlarging  fo 
much  on  it;  fince  the  hiftory  of  our  commerce  mull  have  been  left  very  imperfeft,  without 
duly  illuftrating  what  has  been  one  great  means  of  increaling  both  our  commerce  and  naval 
power. 

Penf.onary  De  Witt,  in  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  parti,  chap.  22.  treating  of  the  expedi- 
ence of  Holland's  eafing  its  own,  and  charging  foreign  manufactures  with  duties,  obferves, 
**  That  in  this  fame  year  1660,  the  Englifh  fettled  their  rates  of  cuftoms  and  convoy-money 
"  fo  well,  to  favour  their  own  people  as  much  as  poflible,  and  to  burthen  all  foreign  matters 
**  of  fhips  and  merchants,"  (he  meant  by  this  the  Navigation  Aft)  **  that  it  is  to  be  feared  the 
"  Englifh  merchants  may  in  time  bereave  the  Dutch  of  much  of  their  trade."  Than  which 
there  cannot  be  a  llronger  approbation  or  commendation  of  our  navigation  laws. 

We  have  feen,  under  the  years  1645  and  1656,  that  wards,  liveries,  and  tenures  in  capites 
and  by  knights  fervice,  were  abolilhed  by  the  Long  Parliament,  and  alfo  by  the  Rump.  And 
the  people  of  England  having  enjoyed  the  benefits  thereof  for  fifteen  years  paft,  it  could  not 
but  be  very  acceptable  to  them  to  have  it  legally  confirmed,  at  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles 
the  Second,  in  the  year  1660,  and  the  twelfth  of  his  reign,  cap.  24.  the  preamble  to  which 
will  fliew  what  opinion  the  Parliament  had  of  thofe  old  ilavifti  dependencies  of  the  people  on 
the  crown,  and  on  the  great  lords,  viz. 

"  Whereas  it  hath  been  found,  by  former  experience,  that  the  court  of  wards  and  liveries, 
**  and  of  tenures  by  knights  fervice,  either  of  the  King  or  others,  or  by  knights  fervice  in  ca* 
*'  pitCi  or  foccage  tn  caplte  of  the  King ;  and  the  confequents  upon  the  fame  have  been  much 
•*  more  burdenfome,  grievous,  and  prejudicial  to  the  kingdom,  than  they  have  been  benefi- 
'  *'  cial  to  the  King.     And  whereas,  fince  the  intermifllon  of  the  faid  court,  in  the  year  1645, 

•*  many  pcrfons  have,  by  will,  and  otherwife,  made  difpofal  of  their  lands  held  by  knights 
**  fervice,  whereupon  divcrfe  queftions  might  poflibly  arifc,  unlefs  fome  feafonable  remedy 
**  be  taken,  to  prevent  the  fame : — Be  it  therefore  enafted, — That  the  coqrt  of  wards  and  livc- 
**  ries,  and  all  wardfhips  and  liveries,  premier-feizins^  3,nd  alfo  voyages-royal  and  ouftre-Us^ 
•*  mains^  values  and  forfeitures  of  marriages,  by  reafon  of  any  tenure  of  the  King's  Majcfty, 
^*  Or  of  any  other  knights  fervice,  fines  for  alienations,  efcuage,  tenures  by  homage  ;  and  alfo 
^*  aides  pur  file-mar ler^  and  pur  fane  fit%-chev all er^  be  taken  away  and  difcharged.  And  that  all 
**  tenures  before-mentioned  be  utterly  abolilhed ;  and  all  tenures  of  aiiy  honours,  manors, 
-*'  lands,  or  any  eftate  of  inheritance  at  the  common  law,  held  either  of  the  Kmg,  or  of  any 
*V other  perfon,  be  heieby  turned  into  free  and  common  foccage,  from  that  time  for  ever."— 
By  this  aft  alfo,  **  Purveyance  of  provifions,  &c.  for  the  King's  houlhold,  was  taken  away, 
*'  fo  as  no  money  or  other  things  Ihall  be  taken,  impofed,  or  levied,  for  any  provifion,  car- 
"  riagcs,  oi*  purveyance  for  the  crown.  Nor  Ihall  the  fubjefts  timber,  fuel,  corn,  cattle, 
**  hay,  ftraw,  viftual,  carts,  carriage-horfes,  &c.  be  taken  away  without  their  free  and  full 
**  confent.  Neither  fiiall  the  rrown  hereafter  have  any  pre-emption,  in  market  or  out  of 
**  market;  but  the  fubjefts  Ihall  hecly  buy  and  fell  how,  and  to  whom  they  pleafe,  under 
*'  proper  penalties  and  forfeitures." 

Thi>  famous  law,  which  took  away  all  fervile  tenures  and  dependencies,  either  on  the  King, 
,pr  on  the  great  lords  i  axid  alfo,  for  the  future,  abfolutely  prevented  tlie  arbitrary  treatment 
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j66o  of  the  people  by  tlic  King's* officers,  under  pretence  of  purveying  or  providing  for  his  table, 

journics,  &c.  was,  at  that  time,  in  fome  degree,  looked  on  as  a  fecond  Magna  Charta  for 
the  people  of  England.  It  was  therefore  judged  but  reafonable,  that  the  crown,  which  had 
hereby  loft  many  emoluments,  and  much  power  and  influence,  fliould  be  recompenfed  fomc 
otlier  way  :  by  this  fame  aft  therefore,  "  the  duties  of  cxcife  on  malt  liquors,  cyder,  perry, 
**  mead,  fpirits  or  ftrong  waters,  coffee,  tea,  fhcrbet,  and  chocolate,  were  fettled  on  him  dii- 
**  ring  his  life,  by  way  of  additional  revenue  to  the  tonnage  and  poundage  aft  already  recited.*' 
Kj*  This  is  the  firft  time  we  meet  with  the  public  mention  of  tea  and  chocolate,  or  of  coffee, 
in  the  Statute-book. 

In  this  fame  year  1660,  an  aft  of  Parllamcut,  cap.  xxxii.  again  prohibited  the  exportation  of 
live  fheep,  woo],  woollen-yarn,  and  fullers-earth,  of  the  produce  of  England  and  Ireland ; 
upon  the  forfeiture  thereof,  and  of  the  fliips  carrying  them,  and  alfo  of  the  penalty  of  twenty 
(hillings  for  every  fheep,  and  three  f]jillings  for  every  pound  of  wool ;  and  alfo  three  months 
imprifonment  for  the  matter  of  fuch  (hip. 

A  claufe  was,  however,  added  in  behalf  of  the  iilcs  of  Jerfey  and  Guernfey,  Alderney  and 
Sark,  by  granting  them  licence,  annually  to  export  thither  three  thoufand  three  hundred  tods  of 
uncombed  wool,  each  tod  not  exceeding  thirty-two  pounds :  which  licence,  it  is  faid,  gave  birth 
to  the  great  ftocking-trade  of  thofe  ifles,  and  thereby  funk  the  ftocking-manufafture  of  Somer- 
fetfhirc,  and  fome  other  parts  of  England.  This  was  the  firft  legal  aft  for  the  exprels  and 
general  prohibition  of  the  exportation  of  wool  by  Englifh  fubjefts. 

Several  additions  and  penalties  have  fince  been  enafted  for  corroboration  thereof;  yet 
fuch  is  the  force  of  the  temptation  to  gain,  that,  to  this  day,  the  complaints  of  the  exporta- 
tion of  wool  to  France  and  Holland  are  as  loud  as  ever:  and  although  numberlefs  fchemes  and 
propofals  for  new  laws  and  penalties,  have  fo  often  been  offered  to  tlie  public,  yet  none  of 
them  have  been  hitherto  judged  prafticable  in  every  refpeft. 

Some  autliors  tell  us,  that,  in  this  year,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  divided  fixty 
per  cent,  on  their  capital  ftock  to  the  proprietors,  yet  others  fay  but  forty  per  cent.  Thcfe 
large  dividends  were  fometimes  made  in  India  fpices,  efpecially  at  fuch  times  as  that  company's 
fliips  imported  a  greater  quantity  thereof  than  ufual. 

In  this  fame  memorable  year,  we  have  the  firft  legal  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  xxxiv.  againft 
the  planting  of  tobacco  in  England  or  Ireland  :  and  which  firft  takes  notice^  '*  of  the  great 
*^  concern  and  importance  of  the  colonies  and  plantations  of  England  in  America;  and  that 
**  all  due  and  poflible  encouragement  fhould  be  given  to  them  ;  not  only  as  great  dominions 
"  have  thereby  been  added  to  the  imperial  crown  of  England,  but  alfo,  that  the  ftrength  and 
"  welfare  of  the  kingdom  very  much  depend  on  them,  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  a  con- 
*•  fiderable  part  of  its  fhipping  and  feamen,  and  of  the  vent  of  very  great  quantities  of  its  na- 
•*  tive  commodities  and  manufaftures;  as  alfo  of  their  fupplying  us  with  fcveral  commodities 
**  formerly  furnifhed  us  by  foreigners.  And  forafmuch  as  tobacco  is  one  of  the  main  pro- 
**  dufts  of  feveral  of  thofe  plantations,  it  is  hereby  prohibited  to  be  planted  in  En^l^nd  or 
**  Ireland;  as  depriving  the  King  of  a  coniiderable  part  of  his  revenue  by  cuiloms.  Befides 
*«  that,  tobacco  of  our  own  growth  is,  by  experience,  found  not  to  be  fo  wholfomc  as  our 
**  plantation  tobacco." 

The  firft  Earl  of  Clarendon,  (Lord  Chancellor)  in  his  own  defence,  upon  his    Inipcnch- 

mcnt  in  Parliament,  obferved,  *'  That  foon  after  King  Charles's  reftoration,  he  ufcd  all  the 

^*  endeavours  he  could,  for  preparing  and  difpofing  his  Majefty  to  have  a  great  cdccm  of  his 

Vox.  II.  3  M  *'  plantations. 
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1660  **  plantations,  and  to  encourage  the  improvement  of  them  :  and  that  he  was  confirmed  in  his 
*^*  faid  opinion  and  defirc,  as  foon  as  he  had  a  view  of  the  entries  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  by 
**  which  he  found  what  a  great  revenue  accrued  to  tlic  King  from  thofe  plantations  :  info- 
**  much,  that  the  receipts  from  thence  had,  upon  the  matter,  repaired  the  decreafe  of  thecuf- 
*^  toms,  which  the  late  troubles  had  brought  upon  other  parts  of  trade." 

As  the  ingenious  author  of  the  Prefent  State  of  England,  publifhed  in  the  vear  1682 
part  iii.  p.  259,  obferves,  that  afparagus,  artichokes,  oranges,  and  lemons,  were  then  but  of  a 
late  date  in  England ;  we  imagine  they  may  have  been  firft  produced  with  us  about  or  near  the 
time  of  the  reftoration  ;  and,  probably,  the  colliflower  was  rather  fomewhat,  though  very  lit- 
lie,  later  than  this  time  ;  as  were  alfo  various  kinds  of  beans,  peas,  and  falads,  now  in  com- 
mon ufe. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  rates  of  the  pofl-ofEce,  for  England  and  Ireland,  were  legally  eftab- 
liihed  by  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  xxxv.  in  the  twelfth  of  Chailes  II.  much  the  fame  as  in  the 
year  1653.  Letters  of  one  (heet,  to  any  place  not*exceeding  eighty  miles^  to  be  charged  but 
twor-pence;  and  for  one  of  two  flieets,  four-pence;  and  proportionably  for  larger  packets,  at 
tlie  rate  of  eight-pence  per  ounce  :  and  for  one  fheet  above  the  diftance  of  eighty  miles,  three- 
pence, and  two  fheets,  fix-pence ;  and  proportionably  twelve-pence  per  ounce.  Alfo  one  (hcet 
from  London  to  Berwick,  tliree-pence  ;  two  fheets,  fix-pence  ;  and  one  fhilling  and  fix-pence 
per  ounce.  From  Berwick  to  forty  miles  diftance,  two-pence  ;  and  for  two  fheets,.  four- 
pence  ;  and  per  ounce,  eight-pence.  And  from.Berwick  farther  than  forty  miles,  a  finglelet- 
ter  four-pence  ;  and  a  double  letter,  or  two  fheets,  eight-pence ;.  and  one  fhilling  per  ounce.— 
From  ahy  part,  of  England  to  Dublin,  one  Ihect,  fix-pence;  and  two  fheets,.  one  fhilling; 
and  two  fhillings  per  ounce.  From.Dublin  to  any  part  of  Ireland,  forty  miles  diflant,  two* 
pence  ;  and  two  fheets,  four-pence  ;  and  eight-pence  per  ounce  ;  and  double  for  a  greater  dif- 
tance.    The  foreign  letters  we  omit,  for  brevity's  fake,  as  they  are  in  every  counting-houfe. 

This  revenue  was  found  to  bring  in  twenty -one  thou  fand  five  hundred  pounds,  when  it  and 
the  wine  licenfes  were  fettled,  in  the  year  1663,  on  the  Duke  of  York.  All  the  foretroin^ 
afts  of  Parliament  being  made  without  the  bifliops,  aiid  that  Parliament  being  diffblved  on  the 
uventieth  of  December,  1660,  the  next  Parliament,  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  King  Charles 
the  Second,  cap..xiv..  thought  fit  to  re-ehaft  all  the  faid  afts. 

Till  King  William  the.  Third!s.  reign,  there  was  no  aft  of  Parliament  in  Scotland  concern- 
ing polls,  though  it  is  certain  they  had  pofts  long  before.  By  a  refolution  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  March,  1735,  and  agreed,  to  by 
tiie  faid  Hbufe  of  Commons,  it  appears,  that  Members  of  Parliament  franking  their  letters, 
was  coeval  with  this  cflablifliment,  viz. 

"  Refolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  the  privilege  of  franking  letters 
•^  by  the  knights,  citizens,  and  burgefles,  chofen  to  reprefent  the  Commons  in  Parliament, 
*<  began  with  the  erefting  a  pofl-office  witlxin  this  kingdom,  by  aft  of  Parliament.— And  that 
**  all  letters,,  not  exceeding  two  ounces,  figned  by,  or  direfted  to,  any  Member  of  this  Houfe, 
*^  during  the  fitting  of  every  feffion  of  Parliament,  and  forty  days  before,  and  forty  days  after, 
<'  every  fummons  or  prorogation,  ought  to  be  carried  and  delivered  freely  from  all  parts  of 
**  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  withoufany  charge  of  poftage.*' 

It  was  not  till  after  TCing  Charles  the  Second's  reiloration,  that  the  French  began  firfl  to  in- 
vade the  ifland  of  Newfoundland,  till  then  folely  poflefled  by  England,  They  foon  fettled 
ou  tlie  fouthern.coaft  of  it,  by  the  aid  tliey  had  from,  their  colony  in  Canada,  and  flrongly 
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1660  fortified  themfelves  at  Placentia ;  where  they  continued  to  encroach  on  the  Englifli  in  tlw 

wars  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne  :  the  various  hiftorical  events  whereof,  relating  to 
this  ifland,  would  be  too  tedious,  and  little  to  our  purpofe  ;  fince,  as  we  fliall  fee,  it  was  en- 
tirely reftored  to  England  in  the  year  1713. 

It  is  certain  that  there  is  a  vaft  profit  accruing  to  the  public  from  the  Newfoundland  fifhery, 
chiefly  carried  on  from  the  weftern  ports  of  the  kingdom.  It  breeds  great  numbers  of  excel- 
lent feamen  :  it  keeps  up  a  great  number  of  (hipping ;  it  employs  many  various  trades  ;  it  per- 
haps gains  us  almoft  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  increafe  to  the  national  ftock 
oftreafurc,  from  Portugal,  Spain,  and  Italy,  to  which  countries  moft  of  the  fifli  is  carried, 
what  is  (hipped  for  Britain  and  Ireland  being  but  inconfiderable,  when  compared  with  what  is 
fent  to  thofe  countries  :  and  fome  alfo  is  font  to  the  fugar  iflands.  Computations  have  been 
made,  that  a  (liip  of  one  hundred  tons  ufually  carries  to  market  as  much  filh  as  yields  three 
thoufand  pounds,  of  which  two  thoufand  pounds  is  faid  to  be  clear  gain  ;  which  (hews,  that 
the  fi(hery  is  of  all  trades  the  moft  profitable.  There  were  ufually -two  different  ways  of  con- 
dufting  that  trade,  vix. 

Firft,  Such  as  viftual  and  man  their  (hips  from  Poole,  Dartmouth,  and  Biddeford,  and 
other  weftern  ports,  and  refort  early  to  the  Banks  of  Newfoundland,  to  fi(h  on  their  own  pro* 
per  account : — Or, 

Secondly,  Thofe  who  fail  direftly  to  the  land,  and  parchafe  thofe  cargoes  of  the  fi^fliers  ; 
or  clfe  of  the  inhabitants  from  their  ftages.  The  banks  are  vaft  (hoals  of  fand-hills,-4ying  oa 
the  ocean,  on  which  the  cod  delight  to  be  in  infinite  numbers.  Train-oil  is  drawn  from  their 
livers  in  confideraWe  quantities.  On  thofe  banks,  and  on  the  coafts  of  Newfoundland,  off 
the  harbours  in  (loops,  there  have  been  feen  fix  or  feven  hundred  (hips,  of  different  nations, 
fi(hing  at  the  fame  time. 

In  this  fame  year  1660,  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  an  eminent  planter  in  the  ifland  of  Barba-* 
^oes,  having  acquired  a  vaft  fortune  there,  chofe  to  remove  from  thence,  and  fettle  in  Ja- 
maica, where  he  inftrufted  the  young  Engli(h  planters  to  cultivate  the  fugar-cane ;  for  which, 
and  his  other  great  improvements,  he  was  afterwards  appointed  governor  of  the  faid  ifland  of 
Jamaica,  andfo  continued  from  1663,  to  i66g. 

About  this  time,  the  Hollanders  attempted  the  conqueft  of  Goa,  the  chief  fettlement  of  the 
Portuguefc  in  Eaft  India  ;  but  it  being  then  probably  in  a  better  condition  than  it  has  fince 
been,  they  were  not  able  to  take  it,  although  they  blocked  up  the  bar  of  that  city  for  twelve 
years  together, 

Goa  was  ftill  a  magnificent  city,  full  of  churches  and  monafteries ;  fome  accounts  fay,  to 
the  number  of  eighty ;  and  that  its  diftrift  extended  forty  miles  along  the  coaft,  and  fifteen 
miles  witliin  land.  That  there  were  then  about  thirty  thoufand  pcrfons  in  its  diftrift,  who 
lived  by  the  church ;  being  equal  in  number  to  the  laity  there,  (a  moft  wife  nation,  furely  !) 
bcfide  fifty  thoufand  native  Indians.  Yet  it  is  no  wonder  that  moft  of  the  laity  are  dcforibed 
to  be  poor,  fince  the  clergy  fwallow  up  the  bulk  of  its  riches.  Goa  is,  in  our  time,  much 
decayed ;  occafioned  chiefly  indeed  by  Portugal's  having  loft  moft  of  its  fettlements  and  fafto- 
Ties  in  India :  yet  it  was  defcribed,  fome  years  ago,  to  have  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand 
people,  of  all  forts,  under  the  Portuguefc  dominion,  in  the  ifles  of  Goa,  South  Salfet,  and 
Bardcs ;  whither  three  or  four  large  veffcls  went  yearly  from  Portugal,  but  now  probably  not 
Xb  many, 
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1660  We  may  here  take  notice,  that  in  tliis  fame  year,  an  aft  of  Parliament  palled,  though  here 
fomewhat  out  of  its  place,  cap.  xxii.  in  favour  of  the  Dutch  or  Flemings  at  Colchefter,  who 
had  firll  brought  into  England,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time,  the  manufafturc  of  bayes. 

•*  Hereby,  the  governor  of  the  Dutch  Baye-hall  in  that  town,  and  the  Dutch  people  bc- 
**  longing  to  that  community,  were  confirmed  in  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  which  they 
*'  had  at  any  preceding  time  enjoyed,  for  the  well  governing  of  their  faid  trade. — And  all 
*'  baycs  made  in  that  town,  were  hereby  direfted  to  be  firft  carried  to  tlieir  Row-hall,  to  ba 
*'  fearchedand  ftamped,  before  they  be  fold." 

Wheat,  per  quarter,  two  pounds  fixteen  fliillings  and  fix-pence. — Chronicon  Preciofura. 

In  this  twelfth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  both  his  gold  and  filver  money  were  coined 
into  the  fame  pieces  as  in  the  fecond  year  of  hrs  father,  (fee  the  year  i6a6)  and  was  all  bam^ 
mered  till  1663,  when  milled  money  was  coined. 

In  this  very  remarkable  year,  1660,  was  the  Royal  Society  of  London  firft  formed  and  incor* 
porated,  by  King  Charles  the  Second;  of  which  the  author  of  this  work  does  not  prcfume  to- 
give  the  complete  and  perfeft  cliarafter  and  eulogium.  It  is  fufficient  for  his  purpofe  only  to 
remark,  that  its  improvements  in  aftronomy  and  geography,  are  alone  fufficient  to  exalt  its 
reputation,  and  to  demonftrate  its  great  utility  even  to  the  mercantile  world,  without  infilling 
on  its  many  and  great  improvements  in  other  arts  and  fciences,  fome  of  which  have  alfo  a  re-* 
lation  to  commerce,  navigation,  manufaftures,  mines,  agriculture,  &c. 

Voltaire,  in  his  Age  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  vol.  ii.  obferves,  '*  That  to  this  illuftrions 
*^  fociety  the  world  is  indebted  for  the  late  difcoveries  relating  to  light,— the  principle  of  gra- 
**  vitation, — the  motion  of  the  fixed  ftars, — the  geometry  of  tranfcendant  quaHties,— and  an 
*•  hundred  other  difcoveries,  which,  in  this  refpeft,  might  juftly  denominate  the  age  we  fpcak 
"  of  to  be  the  Age  of  the  Englifh,  as  well  as  the  Age  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth." 

In  1666,  the  great  Colbert,  emulous  of  this  glory  to  England,  brought  King  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth  of  France,  at  the  requeft  alfo  of  feveral  other  men  of  learning,  to  cftablilh  the  French 
Academy  of  Sciences^  which,  in  1669,  became  an  incorporated  body,  like  ours  of  London;  as 
feveral  others  have  fince  been  in  other  countries  of  Europe. 

So  greatly  was  the  commerce,  and,  confequently,  the  wealth  of  England  increafed  by  this 
time,  that  feveral  political  writers  (and  particularly  the  anonymous  author  of  the  Happy  Fu- 
ture State  of  England,  thought  by  fome  to  be  the  then  Earl  of  Anglefey,  publiflied  in  folio, 
in  the  year  1689,  and  often  before  quoted)  are  of  opinion,  that  the  revenue  of  England,  at  the 
reftoration,  was  quintuple  of  what  it  was  at  the  reformation  from  Popery,  in  King  Henry  the 
Eighth's  time.  This,  we  apprehend,  may  be  probable  enough  ;  yet  no  author,  that  we  know 
of,  has  clearly  made  it  out  to  be  precifely  fuch  a  proportion  of  increafe  ;  and  therefore  we  Ihall 
leave  it  as  we  found  it,  rather  than  niiflead  our  readers  by  pofitive  affertions,  void  of  abfolute 
proof,  which  it  is  not  eafy  to  come  at. 

Whilft  the  Eaft  India  trade  from  England  remained,  in  a  manner,  free  and  open,  viz.  from 
1653  to  1657,  an  incident  in  Eaft  India  had  well  nigh  made  an  open  breach  between  our  two 
Houfcs  of  Parliament,  after  the  reftoration,  and  made  a  great  buftle  for  fome  years. 

In  the  faid  year  1657,  Thomas  Skinner,  a  merchant,  had  fitted  out  a  ftiipfor  India,  where 
he  arrived  in  1658.  At  the  fame  time,  the  then  Eaft  India  Company  had  a  new  charter  from 
Cromwell,  and  their  agents  feized  on  his  fhip  and  merchandize,  and  on  his  houfe  and  ifland 
of  Barella,  which  he  had  bought  of  the  King  of  Jamby.  Thofe  agents  even  denied  him  a 
paflage  home ;  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  journey  over  land  from  India  to  Europe.    His  cafe, 

and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF     THE     ORIGIN     OF     COMMERCE.  461 

1660  and  the  learned  law  debates  about  it,  take  up  an  entire  oftavo  book  :  but  though  formerly  it 
bore  a  great  price,  it  is  now  of  little  value.  For  feveral  years  after  the  reftoration,  Skinner 
made  lamentable  complaints  to  the  King,  who  at  length  recommended  his  cafe  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Council,  and  next  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  to  whom  alfo  Skinner  petitioned  for  redrefs. 
The  Peers  direfted  theEaft  India  Company  to  anfwer,  who  pleaded  their  exclufive  privileges  and 
trade  in  and  to  India,  and  alfo  demurred  to  the  Lords  jurifdi£lion,  as  not  coming  to  them  re- 
gularly, by  appeal  from  an  inferior  court. — The  Lords  over-rule  this  plea,  and,  in  1666,  appoint 
Skinner's  cafe  to  be  pleaded  at  their  bar ;  yet  the  Company  found  means  to  get  it  poftponed  to 
the  year  1667,  when  they  again  demur  as  before,  and  at  the  fame  time  petition  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  againft  the  proceedings  of  tlie  Houfe  of  Lords,  which  they  alleged  to  be  contrary 
to  law.  The  Lords  hereupon  were  greatly  inflamed,  and  finally  gave  Skinner  five  thoufand 
pounds  damages,  to  be  paid  by  the  Eaft  India  Company.  This  inflamed  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, who  hereupon  not  only  pafs  fome  very  warm  votes  againft  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  bur 
fend  poor  Skinner  prifoner  to  the  Tower.  The  Lords  are  thereby  farther  inflamed,  and  vote 
the  Company's  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  be  falfe  and  fcandalous.  Hereupon  the 
Commons  refolve,  **  that  whoever  Ihould  execute  the  fentencc  of  the  Lords,  in  favour  of 
**  Skinner,  fhould  be  deemed  a  betrayer  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  Commons  of  Eng- 
•*  land,  and  an  infringer  of  the  privileges  of  their  Hotfe."  Thofe  violent  heats  obliged  the 
King  to  adjourn  the  Parliament  feven  times,  and  the  quarrel  reviving  in  the  fefliion  of  1670, 
the  King  called  both  Houfes  to  Whitehall,  and  prevailed  on  them  to  erafe  all  the  votes,  &c. 
of  both  Houfes  on  this  fubjeft.  Thus  it  enHcd,  after  many  elaborate  difquifitions  on  the  ju- 
rifdidtion  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament :  nor  does  it  clearly  appear,  that  Skinner  ever  had 
any  redrefs  at  all. 

K5*  Vide  the  Grand  Queftion  concerning  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  ftated  and' 
argued  :  in  the  Cafe  of  Thomas  Skinner.  0£tavo  :  two  hundred  and  nineteen  pages.  Lon- 
don i66g. 
1661  In  the  year  1661,  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  this  thirteenth  year  of  his  reign,  granted  a 
new  or  fupplementary  charter  to  the  Englifh  Levant  or  Turkey  Company.  Whereby,  after 
ratifying  and  confirming  that  Company's  firft  charter,  granted,  in  the  year  1605,  it  is  direft- 
ed,  **  that  no  perfon  refiding  within  twenty  miles  of  London,  excepting  noblemen  and  gen- 
•*  tlemen  of  quality,  fhall  be  admitted  into  the  freedom  of  the  faid  Company,  unlcfs  firft  made 
"  free  of  the  city  of  London."  So  hereby  all  perfons  who  from  thenceforth  defired  to  trade 
to  Turkey,  and  were  not  free  of  the  city  of  London,  were  put  to  a  confiderable  additional  ex- 
pence  in  taking  up  the  faid  freedom,  which  has  been  fince  frequently  found  fault  with. 

After  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  being^ 
fuppofed,  notwithftanding  the  diforders  in  it  of  late  years,  ftill  to  exift,  as  eftabliftied  by- 
Queen  Elizabeth,  King  James,  and  King  Charles  the  Firft,  obtained  of  that  Prince  anew 
and  exclufive  charter,  dated  the  third  of  April,  1661,  by  the  old  name  of  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  Merchants  of  London,  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  '*  It  was  to  confift  of  a  go- 
**  vernor,  a  deputy  govenior,  and  twenty-four  committees,*'  fince  called  direftors,  "  to  be 
*<  annually  elefted  ;  the  limits  of  their  trade  the  fame  as  in  thofe  former  charters.  They,'* 
i.e.  every  freeman  of  this  Company,  •*  their  fons  at  twenty-one  years  of  age,  their  appren- 
**  tices,  faftors,  and  fervants,  employed  in  this  trade,  might  freely  trade  to  India,  in  fuch 
<*  manner  only  as  a  general  court  fhould  direft.  The  Company  to  have  perpetual  fucceflion, 
f  *  to  make  bye  laws^,  and  impofe  penalties  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England  j — might  cx- 
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1661  "  port  only  fifty  thoufand  pounds  in  foreign  151  ver  annually. — And,  in  time  of  rcftralnt,  to 
**  he  allowed  fix  good  Ihips  and  fix  good  pinnaces,  with  five  hundred  mariners,  to  fail  yearly 
**  to  India;  unlefs  the  King  fliould  judge  proper  to  flop  them  from  going,  in  order  to  rein- 
**  force  his  royal  navy  for  defence  of  the  realm,  on  urgent  occafions.— None  other  Ihould 
**  trade  to  India  without  tlieit  licence,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  fliips  and  goods,  one  half  to  the 
•*  crown,  one  half  to  the  Company* — They  might  admit  into  their  freedom  all  fuch  apprcn- 
•*  tices,  faftors,  and  fervants  of  any  freeman  of  the  Company,  and  all  fuch  others,  as  ama- 
**  jority  of  their  general  courts  fhould  chufe. — The  Company  muft  import,  within  fix  months 
*•  after  every  voyage,  at  leaft  as  much  filver  as  they  carried  out. — All  their  gold  and  filvcr  ex- 
**  ported  muft  be  fhipped  at  London,  Dartniouth,  or  Plymouth. — Adventurers  to  have  votes 
*'  in  proportion  to  their  ftock  paid  in  on  the  refpeftive  voyages. — Five  hundred  pounds  flock 
*'  to  have  one  vote ;  and  any  fuch  freemen  as  have  paid  in  lefs  than  five  hundred  pounds 
*'  might  join  together,  and  make  up  five  hundred  pounds,  or  one  vote,  jointly.  The  Cora- 
*'  pany  to  have  and  enjoy  all  plantations,  forts,  faftories,  &c.  in  the  Eaft  Indies  ; — may  ercft 
*'  new  fortifications  there,  or  at  St.  Helena,  immediately  under  their  command  ; — ftiall  have 
**  fix  and  fix  months  time  for  the  payment  of  the  King's  cuftoms,  /.  e.  half  in  fix  months, 
•*  and  the  other  half  fix  months  after.  And  if  any  goods,  which  ftiall  have  paid  cuflom,  fliall 
*'  be  loft,  the  cuftom  fliall  be  returned  to  the  lofers ; — may  appoint  governors,  judges,  &c. 
•*  thereof,  and  may  judge  all  perfons  living  under  them,  both  in  civil  and  criminal  caufes  ;— 
**  might  make  war  and  peace  with  any  prince  or  people  that  are  not  Chriftians,  within  their 
**  limits,  as  ftiall  be  moft  for  the  benefit  of  their  trade,  and  may  recompenfe  themfelves  on 
**  the  goods,  eftates,  or  people  there  who  ftiall  injure  them  ; — may  build,  plant,  and  fortify 
**  at  St.  Helena,  and  elfewhere,  within  their  limits; — may  tranfport  fuch  numbers  of  men  as 
^*  diey  fliall  think  fit,  being  willing  thereunto,  and  govern  thrfn  there,  in  fuch  legal  manner 
***  as  the  Company  ftiall  think  fit,  and  may  inflift  puniftiments,  fines,  &c.  for  mifdemeanors ; 
**  may  feize  on  the  perfons  of  all  fuch  Englifti  fubjefts,  failing  in  any  Indian  or  Englilh 
"  veffel,  or  inhabiting  there  without  the  Company's  leave  firft  obtained,  and  may  fend  them 
*'  to  England. — Perfons  in  the  Company's  fervice,  appealing  from  the  fentence  of  the  gover- 
"  nors,  &c.  in  India,  are  to  be  fent  hqme  to  receive  fentence  of  the  Company,  agreeable  to 
**  the  laws  of  the  land. — Governors,  &c.  in  India  may  examine,  upon  oath,  all  factors,  maf- 
•*  ters,  purfers,  &c.  for  difcovery  of  injuries," 

Firft  provifo,  "  That  this  Company  may  not  trade  to  any  place  within  their  limits,  already 
^*  poflefled  by  any  Chriftian  Prince  or  State  in  amity  with  his  Majefty,  without  the  confent  of 
♦*  fuch  Prince  or  State. 

Second  provifo,  "  That  in  cafe  the  continuance  of  this  charter,  or  of  any  part  thereof,  fliall 
**  hereafter  appear  to  the  King  or  his  fucceffors,  not  to  be  profitable  to  the  crown  or  kingdom; 
**  then,  after  three  years  warning  given  to  this  Company  by  the  crown,  tliis  prefent  charter 
*'  ftiall  be  void  to  all  intents  and  purpofes."  The  reft  is  only  a  repetition  of  the  claufes  ia 
Queen  Elizabeth's  charter,  in  the  year  1600,  to  which  therefore,  for  brevity's  fake,  we  refer. 

^  Thus  the  very  people  and  their  capital  ftock,  re-incorporated  by  Cromwell  in  the  year 
1657,  were  now  again  legally  eftabliflied  and  confirmed  by  this  charter;  in  which,  however, 
there  were  fome  powers,  relating  to  punifhments  of  delinquents,  &c.  that  were  afterwards 
deemed  illegal  and  arbitrary. 

By  this  charter  it  appears,  that  this  Company  had  not,  in  the  manner  of  our  modern  Eaft 
Jndia  Company,  one  folc  transferable  joint  ^ock ;  but  that  every  one,  who  was  free  of  this 
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i66t  Company,  paid  a  certain  fum  of  money  to  the  Company,  on  the  fitting  out  of  their  voyages, 
for  whtch  he  had  credit  in  the  Company's  books,  and  had  his  proportionable  dividend  on  the 
profits  of  fuch  refpeftive  voyage.  The  whole  invcftments  were  made  by  the  Company  in  their 
corporate  capacity  :  but  they  were  not  eftablilhed  as  an  irrevocable  corporation,  as  they  might 
be  diffolved  on  three  years  notice. 

By  the  petition  of  Charles  Lord  Baltimore,  a  minor,  to  the  Parliament,  in  the  year  17 15, 
againft  a  bill  then  depending,  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  charter  and  proprietary  govern- 
ments in  America,  &c.  it  is  fct  fortli,  "  that  in  this  year  1661,  Charles  Lord  Baltimore 
**  failed  to  his  province  of  Maryland;  and  that  from  the  firft  fettlemcnt  of  that  province,  in 
•*  the  year  1635,  till  this  voyage  of  hi$  faid  lordfliip,^  being  twenty-fix  years,  Maryland  had 
**  yielded  little  or  nothing  to  the  family  :  but  that,  neverthelefs,  the  duties  on  tobacco  plant- 
"  ed  there,  in  that  time,  had  brought  in.  a  confideiable  revenue  to  the  crown,  at  the  fole 
•*  charge  of  that  family." 

In  this  fame  year  1661,  the  Dutch  Eall  India  Company  were  driven  out  of  the  ifland  of 
Formofa  by  the  Chinefe,  after  they  had  held  it  from  the  year  1635,  when  they  expelled  the 
Portuguefe.  The  Dutch  hereupon  retired  to  and  fortified  on  fome  fmall  iflcs  in  the  neigh- 
boiirhood  of  Formofa. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  year,  the  faid  Dutch  Company  had  expelled  the  Portuguefe  out 
of  the  following  important  forts  and  ports  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  viz.  Coulan,.Cananor, 
Cochin,  Cranganor,  and  Calicut,  though  with  much  difficulty. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  of  King  Charles  the  Second, 
cap.  ii.  for  repairing  the  highways  and  fewers,  and  paving  and  keeping  clean  the  ftreets  in 
and  about  London  and  Weftminfter ;  and  for  reforming  of  annoyances  and  diforders  there ; 
and  for  regulating  and  licenfing  of  hackney  coaches  ;  and  for  the  enlarging  of  feveral  flrait  and 
inconvenient  ftreets  and  paflages  ;  it  appears,  that  many  new  ftreets  were  then  fcarccly  finifti- 
ed  in  arui  about  St.  James's  parifh  : 

Firft,  The  following  common  highways  and  new  built  ftreets  are  direfted  to  be  immediate- 
ly repaired  and  new  paved,  viz. 

"  The  ftrect  or  way  from  the  end  of  Petty  France  to  St.  James's  Houfe,"  this  definition 
is  at  prefent  fo  dark,  that  it  is  now  difficult  to  know  what  part  was  meant,  '*  one  other  ftreet 
**  from  St.  James's  Houfe  up  to  the  highway,"  /.  e,  now  called  St.  James's-ftreet,  **  one 
••  other  ftreet  in  St.  James's-fields,  commonly  called  the  Pall-mall,  and  alfo  one  other  ftreet 
•*  beginning  from  the  Meufe  up  to  Piccadilly,"  t,e,  St.  James's  Hay-market,  **  and  from 
**  thence  towards  the  Stone  Bridge,  to  the  furthermoft  building  near  the  Bull,  at  the  corner  of 
**  Air-ftrect."  Thefe  were  hereby  diredted  to  be  paved. — At  the  rate  of  fixteen-pence  for 
every  fquare  yard,  out  from  the  houfes  or  garden  walls  to  the  middle  of  the  way,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  proprietors  of  thofe  houfes,  &c.. 

Secondly,  The  other  ways  to  be  kept  in  repair  out  of  the  money  arifing  from  four  hundred  . 
hackney  coaches  hereby  dlrefted  to  be  licenced,  at  five  pounds  to  be  paid  annually  for  every 
coach.     The  rates  of  the  faid  coaches,  by  the  day,  by  the  hour,  and  by  the  ground,  hereby 
eftabliflied  exa£ily  the  fame  as  at  this  day. 

Thirdly,  Candles  or  lights  in  lantliorns  to  be  hung  out  by  every  houfholderfronthig  the 
ftreets,  in  London,  Weftminfter,  and  fuburbs,  from  Michaelmas  to  Lady-day,  from  its  being 
dark  until  nine  in  the  evening., 
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1661  Fourthly,  The  following  ftreets  and  narrow  paflages  are  hereby  direfted  to  be  widens 
ed,  viz. 

The  ftreet  or  paffage  near  Stocks  in  London. — The  ftreet  or  paflage  from  Fleet  Conduit  to 
St.  Paul's  Church  in  London.— The  paflage  from  the  White  Hart  Inn  from  the  Strand,  into 
Covent  Garden. — The  ftreet  and  paflage  by  and  near  Exeter  Houfe  and  tlie  Savoy,  being 
obftrufted  by  a  rail  and  the  unevennefs  of  the  ground  thereabouts. — The  paflage  and  ftreet  of 
St.  Martin's-lane  out  of  the  Strand. — The  paflTage  or  ftreet  of  Field -lane,^  commonly  called 
Jack-an-apes-lane,  going  between  Chancery-lane  and  Lincoln's-inn-fields. — The  paflage  and 
gate-houfe  of  Chcapfide  into  St.  Paul's  Church-yard. — The  paflTage  againft  St.  Dufiftan's 
Church  in  the  Weft,  being  obftrufted  by  a  wall. — The  ftreet  and  paflTage  by  and  near  the  weft 
end  of  the  poultry  in  London. — And  the  paflTage  at  Temple-bar.  *'  All  thefe  were  deemed 
**  very  incommodious  to  coaches,  carts,  and  paflengers,  and  prejudicial  to  commerce  and 
^^  trading." 

All  which  circumftances  fhew  too  plainly,  how  very  inelegant  as  well  as  inconvenient  a 
great  part  of  the  city  of  London  was  at  tliis  time  ;  and  alfo  how  much  the  liberty  of  Weft- 
jninfter  was  conftantly  increafing  in  new  ftreets  and  buildings,  the  confequence  of  our  in- 
creafing  commerce  and  w^lth.  So  much  is  the  great  contiguity  of  London  altered  fince  that 
period,  that^fome  part  of  this  defcription  is  difllicwlt  to  be  traced  at  this  prefent  time. 

More  Proteftant  Difl^enters  about  this  time  go  from  England  and  Scotland,  in  confidcrabic 
numbers,  to  New  England,  to  avoid  perfecution  and  reftraints  at  home.  So  wifely  was  the 
public  or  national  intereft  condufted. 

Hoftilities  were  carried  on  between  the  Portuguefe  and  the  Dutch  till  the  year  i66i ;  when, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  Portuguefe  having  driven  the  Dutch  out  of  the  rich  and  greatly  cxten- 
fivc  province  of  Brafil,  whilft,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  had  con- 
quered from  Portugal  the  beft  places  and  pofts  they  had  fo  long  poflTeflTed  in  the  Eaft  Indies; 
it  was  fettled  by  treaty,  that  the  uti  poffideth  fhould  be  the  ground  of  fuch  a  treaty ;  fo  cadi 
potentate  was  to  retain  what  they  were  then  aftually  poflcflid  of. 

We  may  here  make  a  fhort  remark  on  the  preamble  of  another  law,  of  this  fame  feflion  of 
Parliament,  cap.  v.  entitled,  An  Aft  for  regulating  the  making  of  Stuffs  in  Norfolk  and  Nor- 
wich, viz.  riiat  it  fays, 

**  The  faid  trade  of  weaving  of  ftufFs  hath  of  late  times  been  very  much  increafed,  and  great 
-**  variety  of  new  forts  of  ftufFs  have  been  invented  1  fo  that  the  power  given  by  the  ftatutc  of 
^'  the  fcventeenth  of  King  Edward  IV.  cap.  i.  is  not  fuflScient  for  the  regulating  of  the  fame; 
**  and  that  the  number  of  the  wardens  by  the  fame  aft  appointed  being  but  eight,  are  too  few 
"  for  the  governing  and  ordering  of  the  fanie  trade ;  wherefore  there  fhall  be  twelve  wardens 
■**  and  thirty  afTiftants,  for  regulating  the  manufafture  of  worfteds  and  Norwich  ftufFs/' 

This  ftatute  fhews  the  very  great  increafe  of  thofe  light  manufaftures. 

The  filk  manufacture  of  London  was  become  fo  confiderable  in  the  thirteenth  and  four- 
teenth years  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  that  the  preamble  to  the  afl  of  Parliament,  cap.  xv. 
for  regulating  the  trade  of  filk-throwing,  obferves,  **  that  the  faid  Company  of  filk-riirowfters," 
as  it  is  expreflTed  in  their  petition,  *'  employ  above  forty  ihoufand  men,  women,  and  children 
*'  therein." 

After  this  time  we  find  divers  afts  of  Parliament  in  this  and  fucceeding  reigns,  for  regulat- 
ing tlic  filk  manufafture  at  home,  and  the  importation  of  raw  and  thrown  filk  from  foreign 
parts ;  many  of  which  were  temporary,  otliers  have  been  repealed  or  altered,  and  the  reft  of 
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i66i  little  information  to  the  generality  of  readers,  until  wc  come  to  the  eighth  of  King  George 

the  FIrft,  in  1722. 

In  this  fame  feflion  of  Parliament,  cap.  xviii.  another  aft  paffed,  againft  the  exporting  of 
Jive  flicep,  wool,  woollen  yarn,  fullers  earth,  fulling  clay,  and  tobacco  pipe  clay.  Addition- 
al laws  have  fince  this  time  been  made  for  this  very  important  end  :  but,  once  for  all,  we  fhall 
■take  the  liberty  to  remark,  that  they  have  by  no  means  anfwered  the  end,  though  reinforced 
iy  fevercr  penalties.  So  diflScult  a  tafk  it  is  offcftually  to  matter  an  evil,  of  which  immediate 
and  confiderable  gain  is  the  objeft. 

So  vaft  were  the  profits  of  the  commerce  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  that  for  this 
iame  year  1661,  that  Company  divided  forty  per  cent,  to  the  Proprietors  of  their  capital  (lock. 

An  aft  of  Parliament,  of  the  ninth  of  King  Edward  III.  having  prohibited  the  melting 
Jown  of  any  filver  halfpenny  or  farthing,  fordie  making  of  plate,  or  for  any  other  purpofc 
whatever;  and  another  aft,  of  tlie  fcventeenth  of  King  Richard  II.  having  prohibited  the  like 
melting  down  of  filver  groat-s  and  half  groats ;  thofe  denominations  being  the  higheft  filver 
coins  then  in  ufe ;  the  goldfmiths  and  refiners,  at  this  time,  taking  advantage  of  the  ftrift 
letter  of  the  faid  two  afts  to  conclude,  that  tlicre  was  no  penalty  for  melting  down  of  the  filver 
coins  of  an  higlier  denomination  than  were  then  in  being,  took  the  liberty  to  elude  the  faid 
penalty.  A  lawiwas  therefore  made  .this  year,  cap.  xxxi.  fourteenth  of  Charles  IL  againft  the 
melting  down  of  any  of  our  filver  coins,  upon  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  the  fame  and  double 
the  value. — ^Yet,  in  this,  as  well  as  in  the  laws  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  our  wool,  the 
temptation  of  immediate  profit  gets  the  better  of  all  reftraints  whatever. 

In  this  fame  year  1 66 1,  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  who  in.  moft  matters  relating  to  com- 
imercc,  more  especially  fince  the  union  of  the  crowns,  wifely  followed  clofe  at  the  heels  of  the 
Englifh,  paffed  a  navigation  aft,  entitled,  for  the  encouraging  of  fhipping  and  navigation. 
But  theirs  was  not  to  extend  to  importations  from  Afia,  Africa  and  America,  Ruffia  and  Italy, 
till  fo  declared  by  a  fubfequent  aft,  or  by  their  private  council,  or  their  council  of  trade, — nor 
to  com  in  time  of  dearth. — Alfo  .tliat  all  goods  fliipped  in  foreign  veffels,  or  belonging  to 
aliens,  fhould  pay  double  duty. 

At  this  time  alfo  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  paffed  an  aft,  for  erefting  of  companies  for  the 
improvement  of  the  herring  and  white  fifheries. — And  in  this  and  fucceeddng  reigns,  down 
to  the  confolidating  union  of  the  two  kingdoms,  tliey  granted  various  bounties  on  the  ex- 
portation of  fifti  of  all  kinds :  and  made  many  good  laws,  efpecially  fince  the  reftoration,  for 
the  regulation  of  their  commerce,  and  of  their  linen  and  woollen  manufaftures,  ice.  All 
•which  being  now  of  little  or  no  ufe,  we  have  not  thought  them  worth  while  to  enlarge  on. 

After  the  prohibitions  by  two  fevcral  afts  of  Parliament,  and  two  royal  proclamations, 
tagainft  the  ufe  of  the  till  then,  fo  called,  pernicious  material  ufed  in  dying  called  logwood  ^ 
yet,  Ijy  cap.  xi.  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  all  the  faid  laws 
and  prohibitions  are  repealed:  it  being  now  found,  fays  that  aft,  entitled.  Frauds  and  Abufes 
in  his  Majefty's  Cuftoms  prevented  and  regulated,  "  thattlie  ingenious  induftry  of  theic  times 
**  hath  taught  the  dyers  of  England  the  art  of  fixing  the  colours  made  of  logwood,  alias  block- 
**  wood,  fo  as  tliat,  by  experience,  they  are  found  as  lafting  and  ferviceable  as  the  colours 
^*  made  with  any  other  fort  of  dying  wood." 

At  this  time,  King  Charles  the  Second  fliamefully  delivered  up  to  France  the  country  of 
Nova  Scotia,  (and  fuch  part  of  Canada,  fay  our  common  hiftorians,  as  was  held  by  our  peo- 
ple, if  any  part  of  the  latter  was  now  poffeffed  by  us,  of  which  I  much  doubt.)     Former  ac- 
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1661  counts  of  thofc  coantrics  being  however  related  with  fuch  great  careleflhcfs,  as  if  they  had 
merited  very  little  regard  by  our  own  hiftorians. 

As  tlie  treaty  of  alliance  between  King  Charles  the  Second  of  England,  and  King  Charles 
Ac  eleventh  of  Sweden,  for  the  mutual  fecurity  of  their  dominions  and  trade,  concluded  iu 
this  year  1661,  vol.  iii.  p.  24O  and  253,  of  the  General  CoUedion  of  Treaties  of  Peace  and 
Commerce,  publifhed  in  four  volumes,  in  1732,  contains  nothing  new  or  particular,  we  need 
«nly  to  mention  it  in  this  place,  for  the  further  information  of  fuch  as  would  defire  to 
fee  it.  , 

And  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  a  treaty  between  England  and  Denmark,  in  this  year,  ibid, 
jf.  254  and  263,  which  is  alfo  doubtful  whether  it  was  ever  executed. 

Many  and  loud  complaints  had  been  made  by  the  merchants  and  clotliiers  of  Exeter  and 
©ther  parts  of  the  weft  of  England,  who,  not  being  free  of  the  Company  of  Merchant- 
adventurers  of  England,  were  by  that  Company  ftiled  interlopers ;  as  particularly,  in  the  year 
1638,  to  the  Houfc  of  Commons,  and  alfo  in  the  years  1643  ^"^  ^^45' 

They  were  again  complained  of  in  Parliament  in  this^year  i56i,  by  them;  who,  in  their 
rcmonftrance,  termed  that  Company  Monopolizers,  and  Obftrufters  of  thefalc  of  our  Wool- 
len ManufaAures.  And  as  it  is  poffible,  that  fomc  fuch  objeftions,  however  flightly  ground- 
ed, may  fome  time  or  other  be  hereafter  renewed,  and  that  it  will  alfo  throw  fome  light  upon 
the  ftate,  &c.  of  our  juftly  beloved  woollen  manufafture,  and  will  give  a  diftinft  ftate  of  that 
Company's  condition  at  that  time.  We  fhall  as  briefly  as  poffible  fet  down  their  objeftions, 
with  that  Company's  anfwer,  viz. 
In  general,  it  was  objpfted, 

**  That  the  confirming  the  whole  trade  of  the  manufaAufes  of  wool  fent  to  Germany  and- 
•*  the  Netherlands,  being  the  greateft  ftaple  commodity  of  England,  to  one  particular  com- 
•*  pany  of  men,  who  call  themfelves  the  only  Merchant-adventurers,  is  detrimental  to  all* 
*^  in  general,  and  particularly  to  thofe  of  Exeter  and  Devonfhire  :  for, 

"  Firft,  They  make  the  clothiers  take  what  price  they  pleafe,  by  fufpending  the  buying  of 
**  their  goods  brought  to  market,  until  neceflity  obliges  them  to  fell  even  for  lofs.  They 
"  moreover  frequently  ftint  or  limit  the  number  of  cloths  to  be  (hipped,  and  allot  to  each 
**.  merchant  how  much  he  (hall,  fhip  for  his  particular  proportion :  fo  that  the  governor,  dc- 
"  futjy  and  committees  may  ferve  themfelves  and  friends  with  the  greateft  fhare :  which  is 
•*  not  only  prejudicial  to  the  reft,  but  does  alfo  hinder  the  putting  olF  fo  much  more  doth 
*^  abroad. 

"  Secondly,  The  Company  confines  the  vent  of  this  great  ftaple  commodity  to  a  few  plaat 
"  at  home,  as  the  trade  of  all  the  weft  countries  to  London.  Whereas  Exeter  and  other 
^  places  ought  to  have  liberty  to  Ihip  oflF  their  goods  from  the  nearoft  port  j  whereby  much 
•*  charge  might  be  faved." 

Their  confining  the  ftaples  of  our  cloths  abroad  to  one  or  two  towns  in  each  country,  was 
alfo  complained  of;  and  this  alfo  created  uneafinefs  in  thofe  countries :  Amfterdam,  forin- 
ftance,  and  other  Dutch  towns,  formerly  took  it  extremely  ill,  that  Rotterdam  alone,  for  all 
Holland,  fhould  be  the  fole  ftaple  for  woollen  goods  from  England. 

"  Thirdly,  By  the  two  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  the  year  1624^  for  liberty 
•*  to  all  merchants,  as  well  as  thofe  called  Merchant-adventurers,  to  export  dozens,  kerfics, 
•*  and  new  manufaftures,  as  well  as  dyed  dreflcd,  and  coloured  cloths,  into  Germany  and  the 
^*  Netherlands,  the  Englilh  traders  increafed  in  number,  and  the  Dutch  fell  off  from  making 
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1661  ^'  of  cloths^,  fo  as  not  to  make  four  thoufarid  cloths  in  the  year  1632,  But  the  Company  be* 
**  ing  again  encouraged  by  means  of  their  purfe,  &c.  the  Dutch  again  incrcafed  to  twenty 
**  thoufand  cloths  per  annum,  and  many  of  our  manufaQuring  people  fettled  in  Holland. 

•'  Fourthly,  This  Company  make  their  embarkations  but  thrice  in  the  year,  which  hinders 
**  the  clothiers  from  felling  their  goods  but  juft  at  thofe  times,  and  that  only  to  two  towns 
**  beyond  fca. 

"  Fifthly,  The  heavy  impofitions  and  fines  they  lay  on  the  manufacturers  amount  to  near 
**  as  much  as  the  King's  cuftoms:  infomuch,  that  from  1616  to  1641  they  raifed,  as  appears 
**  by  their  own  books,  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety- five 
'*  pounds,  befide  what  duties  they  received  beyond  fea :  whereby  the  cheapnefs  of  our  com- 
•'  modities  is  hindered,  and  the  Dutch  are  encouraged  to  improve  their  manufafture  of  wool- 
**  len  goods,  as  they  have  greatly  done  for  the  laft  forty  or  fifty  years. 

"Sixthly,  The  Company  ftriftly  ties  their  members  to  trade  only  to  two  towns,  viz, 
**  Hamburg  and  Dort;  the  latter  of  which  is  inconveniently  fituated  for  vending  the  goods 
**  into  the  inland  parts. 

"Seventhly,  In  the  Company's  prefent  condition,  they  are  indebted  for  vaft  fums,  which 
**  cannot  be  difcharged  but  by  raifing  it  on  our  manufaftures. 

**  Eighthly,  The  great  inconvenience  of  the  power  this  Company  arrogates  of  impofing  of 
•'  oaths,  and  levying  of  fines  and  taxes  on  their  fellow  fubjefts,  complained  of,  although  they 
**  were  never  yet  eftabliflied  by  law  ;  and  have  been  fo  complained  of  from  time  to  time  thefc 
**  hundred  and  fixty  years. 

**  Ninthly,]  That  this  monopolizing  Company  did  in  all  tranfport  but  two  hundred  and 
**  twenty- five  pieces  of  wot>llen  goods  from  Midfummer  to  Michaelmas  1661 :  and  yet  five  or 
'*  fix  Exeter  merchants,  not  free  of  the  Company,  did,  within  the  faid  quarter  of  a  year,  buy 
*'  and  export  beyond  fea  nine  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  pieces  of  the  faid  wooUea 
**  goods.  That  Company  employs  fhips,  but  feldom  in  comparifon  of  other  merchants,  nor 
*•  the  fourth  part  of  the  mariners  that  other  merchants  do. 

Tenthly,  That  the  unlimited  power  given  to  this  Company  by  their  charter  is  a  great 

incorivenience,  and  repugnant  to  the  ftatute  of  the  twelfth  of  King  Henry  VII.  cap.  vi. 

For  they  are  thereby  impowered  to  make  what  rules  and  ordinances  th^y  ftiall  think  fit,  for 

the  fupport  of  their  privileges,  and  liuy  not  only  compel  thofe  of  their  fcUowfhip,  but 
*'  even  all  others  ufing  trade  with  woolkn  manufa&ures  in  their  precinds  to  obey  the 
^'  fame.'* 

Parker,  in  his  pamphlet  called  Free  Trade,  printed  in  the  year  1645,  fays,  That  this  fel- 
lowfliip  at  their  marts  beyond  fea,  takes  of  every  Engliftiman  at  his  firft  coming  forty  pounds 
fterling,  as  a  fine  for  liberty  to  buy  and  fell  his  own  proper  goods.  In  confequence  of  which 
praftice  all  merchants  not  being  of  that  fellowship  withdraw  from  the  faid  marts ;  which  pre- 
vents the  vent  of  the  woollen  cloth  of  this  realm. 

On  .the  other  hand,  tbe  Company,  in  their  own  vindicatioa,  replied  in  fubftance  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

**  I.  The  Company  does  not  pretend  to  be  the  only  Merchant-adventurers,  although  their 
•*  charters  ftile  them  The  Merchant-adventurers  of  England >  yet  tliey  count  it  their  honour 
**  that  they  arc  no  Company  of  one  city,  town,  or  bargh,  but  a  national  Corporation,  and 
**  difperfed  all  over  the  kingdom :  that  they  all  meet  together  in  their  marts  abroad,  where 
'^  their  confttlutiom  are  for  the  intereft  of  the  whole  kingdpm  in  the  clothing  trade,  and 
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1 66 1  **  where  a  majority,  of  thr  freemen  and  traders  prefent,  governs  in  all  matters.  Yet  nothiitg 
"  can  be  concluded  in  that  chief  mart  town  beyond  fca  but  by  the  concurrence  of  that  other 
•*  court  which  refides  in  the  United  Netherlands,  and  of  this  here  in  London.  And  this 
*'  court  at  London  maintains  a  corrcfpondence  all  along  with  all  other  their  diftinft  courts, 
**  as  of  York,  Hull,  and  Newcaftle :  and  Exeter  once  had  one  of  their  moft  confiderablc 
"  courts  in  it,  though  now  there  be  only  one  member  there. 

"  IL  They  deny  their  opponents  accufations  of  ftinting  the  exportations,  or  of  diftrefling 
**  the  clothiers  in  the  fale  of  their  goods;  as  alfo  the  confining  the  vent  of  the  wcftcrn  coun- 
**  ties  to  London  ;  feeing  any  freeman  may  fhip  his  goods  direftly  abroad  from  the  next  port, 
«*  as  from  York,  Hull,  Beverley,  Leeds,  Newcaftle,  Hartlepoole,  Stockton,  Norwich;  Yar- 
**  mouth,  Lynn,  Ipfwich,  Colchefter,  and  all  other  ports  of  England,  where  they  have 
•*  members. 

"  III.  That  as  the  faid  ftatute  of  the  twelfth  of  King  Henry  VH.  cap.  vi.  relates  only  to  a 
^*  freedom  of  commerce  during  the  four  marts,  for  which  alfo  they  were  to  pay  the  Company 
*'  ten  marks,  that  aft  can  be  of  no  force  at  prefent,  feeing  tliofc  marts  are  in  difufe  in  the 
**  Netherlands.  And  it  is  enough,  that  the  fellowfliip  fubmits  to  the  Parliament's  pleaforc 
•'  to  admit  all  men  that  can  relifh  government  on  fuch  conditions  and  limitations  of  fines  as 
«'  they  fhall  dircft. 

**  IV.  That,  in  anfwcr  to  the  hundred  and  eighty-two  thoufand  two  Hundred  and  nincty- 
**  five  pounds,  faid  to  be  raifed  on  the  trade  by  the  fcHowftiip  in  twenty-five  years  time,  they 
^*  fay,  that  when  they  were  diffolved,  in  order  to  make  room  for  Sir  William  Cockayne's 
^'  projeft  of  dying  and  drcfling  of  cloths  before  exportation,  the  fellowlhip  was  indebted  a 
••  good  fum  of  money »-— That  after  their  charters  were  reftored,  they  were  engaged  in  fevcral 
«*  fervices  both  to  the  King  and  Queen  of  Bohemia,  and  to  King  James  and  King  Charles  I. 
**  To  which,  if  the  charge  of  fix  fcveral  refidences,  and  of  courts  abroad  and  at  home  be 
**  added,  it  will  appear,  they  were  no  ill  bulbands ;  and  that  this  fum  was  not  fo  burdenfome 
**  to  be  raifed  on  the  manufaftures  in  fo  long  a  traft  of  time.  For  the  impofition  laid  on 
•*  cloths  is  but  about  one  per  cent,  and  in  recorapence  for  this  one  per  cent,  the  Company's 
**  immunities  abroad,  and  their  freedoms  there,  by  treaties,  from  taxes,  tolls,  watch  and 
•*  ward,  &c.  which  others  not  free  of  the  fellowlhip  muft  pay  in  the  Netherlands  and  Gcr- 
**  many,  are  worth  three  per  cent,  to  their  members. 

**  V.  That  it  is  true^  they  owe  a  large  debt,  occafioned  partly  by.  the  misfortunes  of  the 
**  civil  wars,  &c.  and  partly  from  the  oppofition  of  the  interlopers ;  and  they  think  it  rea- 
«'  fonable  that  it  fhould  be  paid  oflF,  though  very  gradually,  by  contributions  or  taxes  on  the 
'*  commerce. 

***  VL  If  the  fellowlhip  be  not  as  yet  eftabliftied  by  any  law,  it  is  now  fubmitted,  whether 
•*  it  is  not  more  than  time  it  (hould  be  fettled  by  aft  of  Parliament. 

**  VIL  The  fellowlhip  take  care,  that  the  rich  over-grown  traders  Ihall  not  engrafs  Ac 
•*  whole  traffic;  but  there  Ihall  be  room  for  younger  and  fmaller  traders  to  employ  their 
«*  ftocks. 

•«  VIII.  They  carefully  infpeft  the  true  making  of  cldth. 

**  IX.  They  have  done  more,  and  been  at  greater  expence,  to  prevent  the  exportation  of 
«*  our  wools  and  fullers  earth,  than  all  the  other  corporations  and  merchants  in  England. 

•*  Laftly,  They  infifted,  that  unlefs  their  corporation  be  fupported,  and  even  legally  efta- 
**  blilhed,  all  the  privileges  and  advantages  which  our  commerce  has  for  many  ages  enjoyed 
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i66r  "  in  foreign  parts,  beyond  other  nations*,  muft  neceflarily  fall  with  their  fcUowfhip  :  and  the 
"  kingdom  at  home  be  left  without  a  (hadow  of  regulation  in  its  greateft  eonccrnment." 

After  this  time  we  hear  no  more  of  this  Company's  complaints  againft  feparate  traders,  nor, 
on  the  other  hand,  of  any  uheafinefs  of  merchants  not  free  of  it;  the  terms  being  quite  eafy, 
if  they  incline  fo  to  be.  They  have  long  fince  fixed  their  refidence  folely  at  Hamburg,  wheic 
they  have  coniiderablc  privileges,  and  carry  on  a  great  commerce,  for  fupplying  many  province* 
of  Germany  with  our  woollen,  &c.  manufaftures. 

Toward  the  clofe  of  this  year  1661,  a  marriage  treaty  was  concluded  between  King  Charles 
the  Second,  of  England,  and  the  Princefs  Catherine,  fifter  to  Alphonfo  VI.  King  of  Portu* 
gal.  It  is  faid,  that  the  real  fortune  which  Alphonfo  agreed  to  give  with  bis  fifter  was  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

It  is  almoft  foreign  to  our  purpofe  to  remark,  that  France  greatly  forwarded  this  match,  for 
the  furdier  weakening  of  Spain  ;  and  that  Spain,  for  the  prevention  thereof,  propofed  to  our 
King  three  feveral  Proteftant  princefles  :  but  it  is  much  to  our  purpofe  here  to  obferve,  that 
Portugal,  hoping  for  great  afTiftance  from  England  againft  Spain,  not  only  agreed  to  the  above 
named  large  Aim,  but  likcwife  to  yield  up  to  King  Charles  for  ever  the  town  and  port  of  Tan- 
gier, on  the  Barbary  (bore,  at  the  entrance  of  the  Streight's  Mouth  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 
of  the  town,  port,  and  ifland  of  Bombay,  or  Bombaim,  with  the  reft  of  the  ifle  of  North 
Salfet,  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  in  Eaft  India.  Tangier,  or  Tanger,  had  been  poffeffed  by  the 
Portuguefe  ever  fince  the  year  1463,  when  King  Alphonfo  V.  took  it  from  the  Moors. 

To  this  port  King  Charles  granted  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  a  free  port,  in  order 
to  make  it  a  place  of  trade  ;  for  which,  as  well  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Mediterranean,  &c. 
commerce,  it  was  advantageoufly  fituated  ;  but  by  the  King's  bad  conduft  it  did  not,  as  we 
Ihall  fee,  anfwer  expeflation. — See  General  Monk's  letter  about  this  place,  in  the  year  1657, 
to  Secretary  Thurloe. 

With  refpeft  to  Bombay,  King  Charles  at  firft  had' thoughts  of  keeping  it  and  the  ifle  of 
Salfet  as  part  of  his  royal  domain,  and  therefore  he  fent  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  thither,  with 
£ve  ftiips  of  war  and  five  hundred  foldiers. — But  he  met  with  fo  many  difliculties  from  the 
Portuguefe  Viceroy  of  Goa,  &c.  that,  after  lofing  many  men  by  ficknefs,  &c.  he  did  not  get 
abfolute  poflcflSon  of  Bombay  till  the  year  1664,  and  even  then  not  all  the  territory  agreed  to 
be  yielded  with  it. 

It  was  foon  after  found,  that  the  King's  expence  in  maintaining  of  it  greatly  exceeded  the 
profits  arifing  from  it,— and  that  the  King's  people  there  underfold  the  Englifti  Eaft  India 
Company's  agents  ;  in  confequence  of  which,  and  by  violences  committed  on  the  natives  by 
our  King's  foldiers,  &c.  great  confufions  were  likely  to  enfue. — Similar  confiderations  induced 
the  King  to  make  a  grant  in  full  propriety  for  ever  of  that  port  and  territory  to  our  Eaft  India 
Company,  by  charter,  dated  twenty  feventh  March  1668,  to  hold  it  in  free  and  common  foe- 
cage  of  his  imperial  crown,  (under  an  annual  rent  of  ten  pounds,  in  gold,  on  the  thirtieth 
September  yearly,  at  the  Cuftom-houfe  in  London)  whofe  paft  expence  our  Company  were  to 
reimburfe; 

Bombay  has  been,  by  degrees,  greatly  improved  by  that  and  'the  prefent  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany,-both  in  ftrength,  commerce,  and  healthfulnefs ;  and  fome  fay  they  lately  had  fixty  thou- 
fand people  on  that  ifland  of  different  nations,  under  our  Company's  proteftion ;  though  the 
Portuguefe  had  fcarcely  one  thoufand  people  on  it.  It  is  extremely  wcU  fituated  for  the  trade 
q{  that  extenfive  coaft,  and  now  enjoys  a  confiderable  commerce. 

3  King 


Digitized  by 


Google " 


470        AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     DEDUCTION 

A.  D.  ' 

1661  King  Charles  II.  of  England,  by  his  commidion  under  the  great  feal,  now  conilitiited  hii 
brother  the  Duke  of  York,  tlie  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon,  and  feveral  other  perfons  of  dif- 
tinftion,  to  be,  The  Council  of  tlie  Royal  Fiihcry  Company  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ; 
•  and  great  matters  were  expelled  from  fo  pompous  a  title  :  yet  all  foon  came  to  nothing,  al- 
though it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  King  freely  granted  them  all  the  immunities^  and  even 
more  than  were  granted  by  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  year  1654:  with  authority  to  fct  up  a 
lottery,  and  to  have  a  voluntarv  colleftion  in  all  parifli  churches.  Moreover,  all  houfes  of 
entertainment,  as  taverns,  inns,  alehoufes,  &c.  fhould  be  obliged  to  take  on*  or  more  bar- 
rels of  herrings,  at  the  ftated  price  of  thirty  Ihillings  per  barrel ;  alfo,  two  fhillings  and 
fix  pence  per  barrel  was  to  be  paid,  to  the  (lock  of  this  Company,  on  all  foreign-caught  fiih 
imported. 

Wheat,   this  year,  according  to  Chronicon  Preciofum,  was  three  pounds  ten  (hillings  per 
quarter,  and  the  year  following,  three  pounds  fourteen  (hillings  per  quarter. 

The  ftatute  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  the  year  1662, 
cap.  vi.  for  "  enlarging  and' repairing  common  highways,*'  fo  as  they  (hould  be  all  made 
eight  yards,  or  twenty-four  feet  in  widtli,  was  become  very  neccflary,  (ince  the  great  in- 
creafc  of  carts,  waggons,  &c.  by  the  general  increafe  of  our  commerce.  Which  ad,  being 
only  temporary,  was  revived  by  an  aft  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  of  King  William,  cap.  xv. 
and  further  enforced  ;  and,  by  this  laft  a£t,  it  is  well  ordered,  (in  the  year  1697)  that  where 
two  or  more  crofs  highways  meet,  a  ftone  or  poit  be  ereded,  with  an  infcription  in  large  let- 
ters, direding  to  the  next  market  town  to  which  each  of  the  faid  adjoining  highways  lead.  It 
is  much  to  be  wi(hed,  that  this  breadth  of  eight  yards  for  highways  was  better  obferved  in 
many  parts,  which  is  hitherto  very  for  from  being  the  caC:. 
1662  It  was  in  this  year  1662,  that  the  Engli(h,  from  their  colonies  on  the  north  continent  of 
America,  firft  began  to  cut  down  the  logwood  trees,  growing  in  infinite  quantities  on  the  un- 
inhabited coafts  of  the  province  of  Jucatan,  and  more  efpecially.in  the  Bay  of  Campeachy, 
where  they  made  a  fettlement  for  that  end,  as  it  was  not  near  to  any  Spani(h  iettlement  or 
inhabitants.  Their  fid  fettlement  was  near  Cape  Catoche ;  next  at  the  LagunadiTer- 
mino,  which  was  found  more  convenient,  and  where  tlie  £ngli(h  Buccaneers  afterward  found 
themfelves  obliged  to  (ettle,  upon  the  treaty  of  Madrid  between  England  and  Spain,  in  the 
year  1667. 

This  treaty,  though  it  made  no  particular  mention  of  America  by  name,  exprefsly  ftipulat- 
ed,  **  A  general  firm  and  perpetual  amity  between  tlie  two  crowns,  as  well  by  latid  as  by  fea, 
**  and  between  all  the  countries  under  the  obedience  of  cither  of  the  Kings.** 

By  the  year  1669,  that  £ngli(h  (ettlement  was  con(iderably  increa£ed ;  and  much  logwood 
was  carried  from  thence  both  to  New  England  and  Jamaica.  In  the  year  1670  was  concluded 
at  Madrid,  by  Sir  William  Godolphin,  the  firft  treaty  between  England  and  Spain,  which  ex- 
prefsly related  to  America,  and  therefore  is  ufually  called  the  American  Treaty ;  and  by  which 
the  then  pofleffions  of  both  nations  in  America  are  confirmed.  This  gave  encouragement  to 
many  more  of  our  people  to  fettle  with  the  above-mentioned  logwood  cutters,  as  it  was  then 
in  a  defolate  and  unplanted  country,  and  that  the  Spaniards  had  not  hitherto  made^any  com- 
plaints about  it.  For  it  was  not  till  tlie  year  1672,  that  the  Spaniards  firft  begun  to  interrupt 
our  logwood  cuUers  there^  or  to  make  the  Jeaft  complaint  to  our  court  againft  their  (ettling  in 
ibat  Bay. 

Soon 
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1662  Soon  after,  however,  the  Spaniards  became  fo  uncafy  at  that  fettlement  and  our  logwood 
cutting,  that  they  adually  made  prize  of  all  Englifli  veffels  they  met  in  the  American  feas  which 
had  logwood  in  them  ;  of  which  the  Earl  of  Arlington,  the  Englilh  Secretary  of  State,  loudly 
complained,  in  a  letter,  written  in  the  year  1674,  to  Sir  William  Godolphin,  our  then  Minifter 
at  Madrid.  For  as  the  fole  advantage  our  court  had  in  view  by  concluding  this  famous  Ame- 
rican treaty  of  1670,  was,  that  our  people  might,  without  interruption,  trade  to  our  own  co- 
lonies, and  peaceably  enjoy  our  then  pofleflions  in  America,  we  were  herein  greatly  fruftrated 
by  the  court  of  Spain's  orders  to  make  prize  of  all  (hips  having  logwood  in  them.  So  that  this 
fame  American  treaty  has  ever  fince  afforded  a  handle  or  pretence  for  Spain  to  feize  on  our 
fhips  failing  along  their  American  coafts,  although  with  no  intention  of  carrying  on  any  con- 
traband trade. — It  has  occafionally  been  further  improved  by  Spain,  to  the  having  any  quan- 
tity of  pieces  of  eight  to  be  feizcd,  when  found  on  board  our  Ihips,  near  their  American  coafts. 
Yet,  excepting  two  or  three  months  in  the  year  1680,  that  the  Spaniards,  by  a  coniiderable 
force,  diflodged  our  logwood  cutters  from  the  Laguna  di  Terminos,  and  the  ifland  of  Trift, 
our  people,  till  very  lately,  have  remained  ii>  poflcflion  thereof.  But  as  the  controverfy  re— 
fllains  undetermined  to  this  day,  it  is  to  be  feared  it  may  ilill  occaiion  much  altercation. 

See  more  on  t1iis  fubjeft,  uilder  the  year  17 17,  when  it  was  more  fully  explained  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  in  anfwer  to  the  Spaniih  Ambaflador's  Memorial  of  that: 
year. 

See  the  reft  of  this  memorable  treaty  under  the  year  1670. 

At  this  time,  a  ftatute  was  made  in  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  of  King  Charles  II.  cap; 
xii.  entitled.  For  the  better  Relief  of  the  Poor  of  England  :  by  which  a  corporation  was  efta- 
blifhed,  out  of  the  Magiftrates  of  London,  Weftminftcr,  and  the  fuburbs,  on  both  fides  the 
Thames,  within  the  weekly  bills  of  mortality,  for  erefting  workhoufes  for  employing  the 
poor.  And  alfo  another  aft  of  the  twenty-third  of  that  King,  cap.  xviii.  confirming  and  cor-- 
roborating  the  faid  former  aft,  and  enabling  that  corporation  to  levy  a  certain  afleffment  on 
pariihes,  not  exceeding  one  fourth  part  of  the  afleffment  to  the  poor,  for  any  refpeftive  year  : 
yet,  to  the  fhame  of  the  nation,  nothing  has  as  yet  been  effeftually  done,  for  anfwcring  that 
truly  great  and  good  end,  even  to  this  day  ;  fo  many  difficulties  being  ftarted  to  every  fchemc 
hitherto  propofed  to  the  public. 

In  this  fame  year  1662,  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council  of  London,- 
petitioned  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  ereft  four  new  corporations  of  merchants,  viz.  thofe 
trading  to  France,  Spain^  Portugal,  and  Italy,  for  confining  thofe  trades  intirely  to  Englilhi 
natives. 

The  pretext  for  this  regulation  was,  "  that  moft  part  of  the  trade  for  exporting  the  commo— 
^  ditics  of  England  was  in  the  hands  of  aliens,"  whom  they  would  have  to  be  obliged  by  law, 
to  pay  double  duties  on  all  draperies  by  them  exported.;  They  alfo,  and  feveral  jncrchants  of 
London,  in  behalf  of  themfdves  and  the  Englifli  merchants  of  the  out  ports,  petitioned,  that 
the  companies  already  incorporated  may  be  further  privileged  and  confirmed  by  Parliament, 
cxclufive  of  foreigners,  vizv  the  Companies  of  the  Merchant  Adventurers  ;  of  the  Levant;  of 
Eaft-land;  of  Ruffia  ;  and  of  Eaft  India*  But  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was  wifer  than  to- 
add  new  fetters  on  our  exports  to  foreign  parts ;  fo  that  nothing  came  of  thofe  ill-judged  pe- 
titions« 

King  Charles  11.  having  lavifhly  and  quickly  confumed  the  large  fupplies  granted  by  his  > 
loyal  Parliament,  vvas,  in  this  fame  year  1662,  put  uppn  the  moft -pernicious  projeft  that  could' 
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'1662  have  Altered  into  the  thoughts  of  the  Monarch  of  the  firft  commercial  kingdom  of  Europe 
in  yielding  up,  by  treaty,  to  France,  the  town  and  port  of  Dunkirk,  with  all  its  fortifications, 
fluices,  dams,  &c.  and  likewife  the  fort  of  Mardyke,  with  the  wooden  fort,  and  the  other 
•great  and  fmall  forts  between  Dunkirk  and  Bergh  St.  Wynox,  together  with  all  the  arms,  ar- 
tillery, ammunition,  &c.    . 

Wc  have  feen  that  Dunkirk  had  been  furrendcred  by 'France  to -Cromwell  four  years  before, 
-by  llipulated  agreement, /or  the  fuccours  which  that  Protcftor  had  given  to  France  againfl: 
Spain.  Our  pafTive  Parliament  feemed  ^o  content  themfelves  with  Charles's  poor  pretence,— 
that  as  it  was  only  furrendcred  to  an  Ufurper,  he  lied  a  right  to  difpofe  of  it  as  he  pleafcd. 

This  treaty  was  concluded  at  London,   by  the  French  Ambaflador,  the  Count  d*Eftrades  .- 
(for  which  he  merited  a  ftatue  to  be  erefted  for  him  at  Dunkirk,)  and  by  the  Earl  of  Claren- 
don, Lord  Chancellor  ;  the  Earl  of  Southampton,  Lord  Treafurer ;  the  Duke  of  Albemarle, 
-and  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,   (all  Englifhmen)  under  a  comraiffion  from  the  King,     As  for  the 
price.  It  was  almoft  as  (hamcful,  as  the  delivering  up  the  place  was  criminal ;  viz.  five  millions 
of  livres,  or  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  flerling.     Had  that  number  of  mil- 
lions been  ftcrling  money,  iuftead  of  French,  fatal  experience  has  long  fince  dempnftrated  its 
•being  inadequate  tofo  ineftimable  a  jewel. — We  ouglK,  however,  todojuftice,  as  far  as  wc 
"fairly  can,  to  one  of  the  four  commiflioners,  who,  ratlicrthan  lofc  their  private  emoluments, 
fo  fhamefully  gave  up  the  nation's  intereft,  viz.  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  who  at  firft  propof- 
ed  the  abfolute  demolition  of  Dunkirk,  and  the  Tilling  up  or  dcftroying  ite  harbour,  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  render  it  for  ever  ufclefs  ;  which,  next  to  its  .remaining  in  our  hands,  was  cer- 
tainly the  beftfdierne.     For,  as  to  what  feveral  writers  have  remarked,  of  its  being  better  to 
4iave  been  fold  to  Spain  or  Holland ;  that  might  be  true  with  refpeft  to  the  time  wc  are  upon, 
-but  who  can  anfwer  for  the  hurt  that  place  miglit,  in  future  times,  have  done  to  us,  in  the 
hands  of  either  of  thofe  nations,  as  power  is  perpetually  fluftuating? 

There  was,  therefore,  nothing  for  a  wife  King,  and  an  honeft  Englifh  miniftry  to  .chufc, 
but  to  preferve,  ftrengthen,  and  improve  that  place,  let  the  expence  be  more  or  Icfs  ;  bywhich 
we  lho«ld  have  remained  matters  of  both  fides  of  the  greateft  commercial  thorough-fare  in 
the  univerfe.  Marefchal  Schomberg,  then  in  England,  advifed  the  King  to  keep  it,  as  his 
naval  ftrength  would  efFeftually  prevent  its  being  taken,  and  that  the  holding  of  it  would  keep 
<l>oth  France  and  Spain  in  a  dependance  upon  him  ;  in  which  opinion,  fays  Bifhop  Burnet,  he 
was  fingular:  and  yet  there  was  more  truth  and  judgment  in  this  ojrinion,  than^in  all  that 
was  faid  and  written  on  this  point.  For,  with  regard  to  the  moft  folemn  treaties,  which  the 
necefiities  of  France  have  fince  obliged  that  crown  to  ftipulate,  for  the  demolition  of  its  for- 
tifications, and  the  filling  up  of  its  harbour,  &c.  we  have  more  than  once  feen,  howeafyit 
has  been,  for  fuch  a  powerful  nation,  void  of  all  fhame  and  honour,  to  reftorc  both  the  one 
and  the  other. 

In  this  fame  year,  Voltaire,  -in  the  fecond  volume  of  his  Age  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  ac- 
quaints us,  **  That  the  French  Royal  Council  of  Commerce  was  firft  erefted,  which  ftill 
-*'  fubfifts  :  and  that  the  King  himfelf  prefided  therein  once  in  every  fortnight."  Need  wc  to 
wonder  then  at  the  progrefs  that  nation  has  fince  made  in  commerce,  thus  fo  eminently  cq- 
<ouragcd  by  fo  difcerning  and  potent  apr  ince  ? 

JV.  B.  The  new  Council,  or  Board  of  Commerce,  erefted  in  the  year  1701,  was  fubordi- 
-natc  to  this  Royal  Council. 
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1662  In  tliis  feme  year,  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  council,  iflaed  his  proclamation,  intimat- 
ing, "  that  notwithftanding  rhe  Navigation  Aft,  pafled  two  years  ago,  feveral  letters  or  war- 
**  rants  had,  through  mifinformation,  been  oL  .lined  from  him,  by  which  the  Lubeckers  (hips, 
**  merchants,  and  mariners,  were  licenfed  to  come  into  England,  &c.  freed  from  the  penalties 
*'  in  the  faid  aft,  upon  pretence  of  a  former  cuftom  ;  the  council  board,  well  weighing  tlie  ill 
"  confequences  by  trenchingon  that  aft,  and  the  damages,  &c.  which,  by  fuch  toleration, 
**  will  accrue  to  the  owners  of  Ei^lifh  fhipping,  and  to  their  merchants  and  mariners, — it 
**  was  ordered  by  his  Majcfty  in  Council,  that  all  fuch  letters,  licenfcs,  or  Warrants,  be  re- 
**  called  and  declared  void,  &c." 

Moreover,  in  this  fame  year  1662,  in  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fourteenth  of  King  Charles, 
cap.  xi.  For  regulating  of  Frauds  and  Abufes  in  the  Cuftoms,  the  following  improvements, 
(inter  alia)  were  made  in  relation  to  the  Aft  of  Navigation,  viz. 

L  **  No  foreign  built  (hips  (hall  enjoy  the  pri^rileges  of  Englifli  or  Irifh  built  (hips,  even 
*'  although  navigated  as  that  aft  direfts ;— and  although  the  owners  likewife  be  Engli(hmen  i 
**  prize  (hips  only  excepted. 

II.  "  Whoever  (hall  export  or  import  goods,  to  or  from  any  port  of  this  kingdom,  capable 
^'  of  a  (hip  of  two  hundred  tons  burthen)  to  or  from  any  port  of  the  Mediterranean,  beyond 
•'  the  port  of  Malaga,  in  any  (hip  that  hath  not  two  decks,  and  carries  lefs  than'fixtecn  caa- 
*•*  non  ;  (hall  pay  to  the  King  one  per  cent,  on  their  ladings,  befide  all  other  duties. 

III.  "  And  for  the  better  encouraging  of  the  building  of  good  and  defen(ible  (hips,  it  was 
**  further  enafted,  that,  for  feven  years  to  come,  whoever  (hould  buiid  (liips  with  three  decks, 
^'  or  with  two  and  an  half  decks  and  a  forecaftle,  and  five  feet  between  each  deck,  mounted 
**  with  at  leaft  thirty  cannon  ;  (hall,  for  the  firft  two  voyages,  receive  one-tenth  of  all  the  cuf- 
***  toms  paid  on  their  ladings,  exported  or  imported." 

The  two  laft  claufes  were  defigned  byway  of  precaution  againfl  the  Barbary  Rovers. 

Other  good  ftatutes  were  made  in  this  fame  year,  viz.  fuch  as,  that  prohibiting  the  expor- 
tation of  our  wool  and  Fuller's  earth,  yarn,  and  undreflTed  hides  : — and  againft  the  importation 
of  foreign  bone  lace,  and  other  French  frippery  wares  ;  by  which  that  nation  drew  incredible 
fums  of  money  from  us,  turning  the  balance  of  the  trade  witli  France  to  be  very  much 
againlt  us* 

In  the  former  part  of  this  fame  year  1662,  two  eminent  perfons  left  the  ftage  of  life,  viz. 
the  unfortunate  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  Bohemia,  daughter  of  King  James  the  Firft,  of  England; 
-and  Cardinal  Mazarine,  Prime  Miniftcr  of  France. 

The  Engli(h  American  plantations  were  by  this  time  fo  much  cultivated  and  improved,  that 
the  demands  for  fervants  and  labourers  was  greatly  incrcafed :  and  as  their  mother-country 
■could  by  no  means  afford  numbers  fufScient  for  their  fupply,  and  that  they  w^ere  not  then  to 
well  fupplied  with  negroes  from  the  African  coaft  as  they  wi(hed,  (ince  the  trade  thither  had 
been  laid  open  ;  a  third  exclufive  Englifli  African  or  Guinea  Company  was,  in  this  year  1662, 
incorporated  for  that  end,  at  the  head  of  which  was  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  York, 
joined  with  many  perfons  of  rank  and  diftinftion.  This  Company  undertook  to  fupply  our 
Weft  India  plantations  with  three  thoufand  negroes  annually. 

If  this  new  Company's  accounts  are  to  be  relied  on,  it  feems  that  whiift  the  trade  was  laid 

open  in  the  times  of  the  late  civil  wars',  our  forts  on  the  Guinea  coaft  were  demolifhcd  by 

'ibolh  Dutch  and  Danes,  thereby  ruining  the  fecond  Company's  ftock,  and  taking,  ofthcir's, 
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1662  and  of  feparate  traders  fliips  and  goodsi  to  the  value  of  tlirec  hundred  thouland  pounds 
llerling. 

This  new  Company,  fupported  by  the  King's  brother,  He.  and  knowing  the  King's  incli- 
nations to  make  war  againft  the  Dutch,  afterwards  got  Sir  Robert  Holmes  to  be  fent  out  with 
a  fquadron  of  fourteen  Ihips  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  for  attacking  the  Dutch  forts,  &c.  prior 
to  a  formal  declaration  of  war  : — of  which  more  in  its  place. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  this  year,  King  Charles  fent  Admiral  Lawfon  to  Algiers,  who  obliged 
that  piratical  ftate,  and  alfo  thofe  of  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  to  fign  articles  of  pacification,  which 
they  kept  juft  {q  long  as  they  flood  in  fear  of  our  fhips  of  war  in  the  Mediterranean. 

In  this  lame  year  1662,  the  Chincfe  expelled  the  Hollanders  from  the  ifland  of  Formofa  on 
that  coaft.  The  Dutch,  according  to  fome  authors,  had  taken  Formofa  from  the  Fortugucfe, 
in  the  year  1635.  The  ports  of  that  ifland  were  extremely  commodious  for  their  China  and  Ja-^ 
pan  trades  :  yet  Candidius,  a  Dutch  clergyman's  account,  in  Churchill's  voyages,  is  very  dif^ 
fcrcnt  from  this* 

He  fays,  **  the  Dutch  had  built  a  fort  in  one  of  the  iflands  called  Pehou,  near  the  moudt 
•*  of  the  great  river  Chinchco,  in  China ;  from  whence  they  intercepted  the  Chinefe  trading  to 
•*  the  Philippines.  This  obliged  the  Chinefe  to  agree  with  the  Dutch  to  grant  them  thchar- 
**  bour  of  Tagowang  in  Formofa,  in  lieu  of  the  other,  where  they  might  build  a  fort,  whence 
•*  they  traded  with  the  Chinefe,  till  difpoffeflcd  as  above." 

Connefticut,  a  province  of  New  England,  liad  its  firft  charter,  dated  April  23,  1662,  being 
the  fourteenth  of  King  Charles  IL  It  is  one  of  the  fix  charter  colonies  of  the  continent  of 
Britifh  America. 

1663  We  have  exhibited,  under  the  year  1629,  fome  fruitlefs  efforts,  from  England,  to  fettle  thff 
country  then  named Carolana,  in  North  America,  but  now  called  Carolina;  but  the  fucceed- 
ing  dilcontents  in  England,  and  the  confequent  civil  wars  and  confufions,  occafioned  Caro- 
lina to  remain  unfettled  till  two  years  after  the  rcftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  when 
that  King  granted  his  firft  charter  by  the  modern  name  of  Carolina,  dated  the  24th  day  of 
March  1662 — 3,  viz. 

**  To  the  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon,  the  Duke  of  Albemarle,  the  Lord  Craven,  the  Lord 
•*  Berkley,  the  Lord  Afliley,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ;  Sir  George  Carteret,'  ViceCham- 
•*  berlain  ;  Sir  William  Berkley,  and  Sir  John  Colleton  -J*  whofe  eight  names,  given  to  fede- 
ral of  its  rivers  and  counties^  will  probably  be  remembered  there  to  the  end  of  time.  •*  The 
**  limits  of  this  their  firft  charter  run  from  the  thirty -fixth  degree  of  north  latitude,  being  the 
**  fouth  end  of  modern  Virginia,  to  the  thirty-fifll  degree,  or  fouth  end  of  modern  Georgia, 
**  along  the  Atlantic  ocean  ;  and  ftretching  weftward,  without  limitation,  to  the  South  Seas. 
"  This  land,  which  the  King,  in  his  charter,  declares  to  be  a  part  of  his  dominions  in  A- 
**  merica,  he  grants  them,  in  abfolute  propriety,  with  all  loyal  mines,  filheries,  &c.  paying  a 
"  quit-rent  of  twenty  marks  yearly." 

A  Dutchman  fets  up  the  firft  Wire  Mill  that  bad  ever  been  in  England,  at  Sheen,  near  Rich-  • 
,  mond. 

A  ftatute  of  this  fifteenth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  cap.  i.  direfts,  "  the  repairing 
"  of  the  highways  in  the  counties  of  Hertford,  Cambridge,  and  Huntingdon  ;  much  worn  by 
the  many  great  loads  drawn  by  waggons,  with  barley  and  malt,  to  Ware,  and  alfo  of  goodsfrom 
Norwich,  Bury,  Lincoln,  &c.     Thefe  are,  I  conceive,  tlie  firft  Toll  Gates  crcfted  by  law 
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1663  in  England;  which  were  to  be  for  Hcrtfordfhlrc,  at  Wadefmill ;  Cambridgefhirc,  at  Caxton  ; 
and  for  Huntingdonfhire,  at  Stilton. 

By  an  aft  of  |Parliament  of  the  fourteenth  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  cap.  xv.  For  regu- 
lating the  Trade  of  Silk-throwing,  it  is  recited,  **  That  the  filk-throwers  of  London  having 
••  petitioned  the  Parliament  for  an  enlargement  of  their  former  charter,  they  therein  repre- 
*•  fent,  that  above  forty  thoufand  men,  women,  and  children  are  employed  therein."  And 
it  was  thereby  enafted,  **  That  none  Ihould  fet  up  that  trade,  but  fuch  as  fhould  hav« 
**  ferved  feven  years  apprenticefhip  to  it,  and  fhould  make  tliemfclves  free  of  that  Company, 
*•  &c." 

The  Parliament,  in  this  fame  year  1663,  cap.  xiv.  fettled  the  revenues  of  the  Poft  Office, 
and  of  the  Wine  Licenfcs,  on  the  Duke  of  York,  the  King's  only  brother  ;  which  revenues 
were  afterwards  confiderably  increafed :  they  were  now,  by  moft  authors,  reckoned  together 
*  to  bring  in  twenty-one  thoufand  pounds  per  annum.  Yet  the  following  provifo  of  this  fame 
aft,  verbatim,  fhews  they  were  much  miftaken,  viz.  **  Nothing  herein  contained  (hall  make 
**  void  the  grant  made  by  his  Majelly  to  Daniel  O'Neale,  Efq;  of  the  office  of  Poftmafter  Ge- 
•'  neral  for  four  one-half  years,  from  Lady-day  1663,  under  the  yearly  rent  of  twenty-one 
**  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds,  for  all  the  faid  term,  except  the  laft  quarter,  which  is  paid 
♦'  aforehand,  fo  as  the  faid  rents  be  paid  unto  his  faid  Highnefs  James  Duke  of  York." 

In  the  year  1653,  the  Poft  Office  revenue,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  was  let  to  farm  for 
ten  thoufand  pounds  yearly  :  yet  I  cannot  perceive  upon  what  grounds  Dr.  D'Avenant,  in  his 
Eflay  on  the  public  Revenue  and  Trade  of  England,  part  i.  p.  125,  in  the  year  1698,  could 
remark,  **  that  for  years  this  Poft  Office  revenue  hardly  bore  its  own  expence,"  unlefs  he 
meant  the  times  anterior  to  the  faid  year  1653.  But  he  adds,  "  That  then"  (viz.  in  1698,) 
*«  it  had  been  fo  much  improved,  under  a  management,  as  that  its  grofs  produce,  by  a  medium 
**  of  three  years,  amounted,  per  annum,  to  about  ninety  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty 
*«  pounds  fifteen  fhilllngs." 

Every  reader  may  not,  perhaps,  know  that  by  the  word  Management,  is  meant  the  Govern- 
TTient's  making  the  moft  of  it,  in  contradiftinftion  to  farming  it  at  a  fum  certain  ;  and  that  by 
grofs  produce,  is  meant  the  income,  without  dedufting  the  charge  of  management. 

By  cap.  xvii.  of  the  fifteenth  of  King  Charles  II.  in  the  year  1663,  for  the  encouragement 
of  trade,  it  was  enafted,  that  when  wheat  fhould  be  currently  fold  in  England  for  forty-eight 
fhillings  per  quarter,  or  fix  (hillings  per  bufhel,  and  other  grain  in  proportion,  then  wheat 
and  the  other  kinds  of  grain  might  be  exported.  And  that  when  the  before  named  kinds  of 
grain  exceed  the  faid  prices,  they  may  be  freely  imported,  paying  five  fhillings  and  four  pence 
cuftom  and  poundage,  per  quarter  of  wheat,  &c. 

By  this  fame  ftatute  it  was  enafted,  **  That,  for  the  further  improvement  of  former  navi- 
**  gation  afts,  no  merchandize  of  the  growth,  produftion,  or  raanufafture  of  Europe,  fhall 
**  be  imported  into  any  of  the  Englifh  plantations  or  faftories  in  Afia,  Africa,  or  America, 
*•  Tangier  only  excepted,  but  what  fhall  be  laden  in  England,  and  in  Englifh  built  (hipping, 
**  and  navigated  by  at  leaft  tliree -fourths  Englifh  mariners  :  and  fhall  be  carried  to  thofc 
*'  places  direftly  from  England,  and  no  where  elfe ;  on  forfeiture  of  fhips  and  ladings.  Ex- 
*<  cepting,  however,  fait  for  the  fifheries  of  New  England  and  Newfoundland;  and  wines 
*^*  from  the  Madeira  and  the  Azores,  fervants,  viftuals  and  horfes  from  Scotland  or  Ireland. 
*'  And  that  none  of  tlieproduft  of  the  Englilh  plantations,  viz.  fugar,  tobacco,  cotton,  gin- 
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1663  "  gcr,  fuftick,  and  other  drugs,  ftiall  be  carried  any  where,  except  to  other  Engllh  plan  ta- 
*'  lions,  till  they  be  firfi:  landed  in  England,  under  forfeiture  of  (hips  and  cargoes."  And 
here  the  word  Ireland  was  firft  left  out,  though  inferted  in  the  twelfth  of  this  King,  cap.  xviii. 
feft.  9. 

*'  And  for  the  encouragement  of  the  Herring  and  North  Sea,  Iceland  and  Weftmony  fi(he- 
**  ries  ;  no  f re (h  herring,  cod,  haddock,  &c.  Ih all  be  imported  into  England,  but  in  Englifh 
**  built  (hips,  navigated^  &c.  as  before." 

**  And  forafmuch  as  the  planting  of  tobacco  in  England  doth  continually  increafe,  not- 
**  withftanding  the  aft  of  the  twelfth  year  of  this  King,  cap.  xxxiv.  a  further  penalty  of  ten 
**  pounds  is  laid  for  every  rood  or  pole  of  land  fo  planted,  either  in  England,  Ireland,  Jer- 
•*  fey,  or  Guernfey  : — excepting,  however,  tobacco  planted  in  the  phyfic-gardens  of  eith«r 
*MJniverfity,  or  in  other  private  gardens  for  furgery,  fo  asthe  quantity  fo  planted  exceed  not 
*'  half  a  pole  of  land  in  any  one  garden." 

By  a  claufe  in  the  faid  aft  of  Parliament,  we  have  the  firft  public  or  legal  licence  for  the  ex- 
portation of  foreign  coin  and  bullion,  for  the  benefit  of  commerce;  in  the  remarkable  words 
following,  viz. 

**  And  forafmuch  as  feveraWe  confidcrable  and  advantageous  trades  cannot  be  conveniently 
**  driven  and  carried  on  without  the  fpecies  of  money  and  bullion,  and  that  it  is  found  by  ex- 
**  pericnce,  that  they  are  carried  in  greateft  abundance,  as  to  a  common  market,  to  fuch  places 
*'  as  give  free  liberty  for  exporting  the  fame  ;  and  the  better  to  keep  in  and  incrcafc  the  cur- 
•*  rent  coins  of  this  kingdom  :  be  it  enafted,  that  it  fhall  be  lawful  to  expprt  out  of  any  cuf- 
•*  tom-houfe  or  port  of  England,  all  forts  of  foreign  coin  or  bullion  of  gold  or  filver,  firft  cn- 
*'  tering  the  fame  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  without  paying  any  duty  or  cuftom  for  the  fame." 

It  is  ftrange  that  our  legiflature  fhould  be  fo  late  in  coming  into  this  meafurc,  when  it  was 
fo  much  earlier  praftifed  by  other  wife  and  mercantile  nations  :  bullion  and  foreign  coin  being 
undoubtedly  to  be  deemed  in  commerce  as  much  a  mercantile  commodity  as  any  other  inftru^ 
nient  of  commerce  whatever.  Mr.  Thomas  Munn,  in  his  judicious  oftavo  trcatife,  entitled, 
England's  Treafure  by  foreign  Trade,  publifhed  in  the  year  1664,  has  fully  (hewn  of  what  be* 
nefit  the  free  exportation  of  money  was  in  Tufcany,  under  the  year  1630.  He  has  alfo  no 
lefs  clearly  evinced  the  abfordity  of  the  old  Englifh  laws  for  obliging  mcrchant-ftrangers  im- 
porting goods  into  England,  to  lay  out  their  produce  in  the  commodities  of  our  realm  :  as 
alfo  the  laws  for  obliging  all  merchants  exporting  corn,  fifli,  ammunition,  &c.  to  bring  home 
money  or  bullion  in  return  :  and,  in  fine,  "  that  nothing  but  an  over-balance  in  foreign  trade, 
•*  or  our  exporting  more  in  value  of  our  own  produft  and  manufaSure,  than  we  import 
**  of  thofe  of  other  nations,  can  either  incrcafe  our  bullion,  or  even  keep  what  we  have 
"  already." 

Mr.  Polexfen,  however,  an  able  and  ftrenuous  opponent  of  the  Eaft  India  trade,  in  his  ac- 
count of  that  trade,  in  the  year  1696,  on  the  other  hand,  remarks,  "  that  till  the  licence 
*'  granted  by  this  aft,  to  export  foreign  coin  and  bullion,  the  Eaft  India  Company  did  not  cx- 
•*  port  above  forty  thoufand  pounds  in  bullion  yearly  :  but  now  it  began  to  be  exported  in 
**  much  greater  quantities  ;  and  that  it  was  no  lefs  than  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling 
**  per  annum,  taking  any  number  of  years  when  the  trade  was  carried  on  without  any  great 
•*  obftruftion."  ,  Yet  poffibly  that  Company  might  before  have  exported  much  more  than  for- 
ty thoufand  pounds,  though  they  did  it  clandeftinely  till  this  law  gave  pcrmiffioiu 
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*663       In  the  fame  ftatute  of  the  fifteenth  of  Charles  the  Second,  there  is  the  following  chufe,  viz. 

**  That  whereas  a  great  part  of  the  richeft  and  beft  land  of  England  cannot  fo  well  be  other- 
*'  wife  employed  as  in  the  feeding  and  fattening  of  cattle,  and  that  by  the  coming  in  of  late 
**  of  vaft  numbers  of  cattle  from  beyond-fea,  already  fattened,"  meaning  from  Ireland,  **  fuch 
**  lands  are,  in  many  places,  much  fallen  in  rents  and  values,  to  the  great  impoverifhment  of 
•*  this  kingdom  ;  it  was  now  enafted,  That  for  every  head  of  great  cattle  imported,  except 
•^  the  breed  of  Scotland,  between  the  firft  of  July  and  twentieth  of  December,  in  any  year; 
•*  and  of  the  breed  of  Scotland,  between  the  twenty-fourth  of  Auguft  and  twentieth  of  Dc- 
•*  cember,  in  any  year,  there  (hall  be  paid  or  forfeited  twenty  fhillings  to  the  King,  and  alfo 
**  ten  Ihillings  to  him  tliat  fhall  infornv  or  feize  the  fame,  and  other  ten  fhillings  to  the  poor 
•*  of  the  parifh  where  fuch  feizure  fhall  be  made  :  and  for  every  fheep  fo  imported  ten  fhillings  ; 
•*  to  be  recovered  and  levied  in  manner  aforefaid."  This  aft  was  to  continue  no  longer  in  force 
than  to  the  end  of  the  firfl  feffion  of  the  next  Parliament;  but  has  fince  been  made  perpetual. 

We  fhall  here  only  remark,  that  the  nation,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  has  fince  oftentimes 
had  ground  to  repent  the  fo  far  obliging  the  grazing  counties  by  fuch  reftraints,  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  reft  of  the  kingdom. 

Two  other  well-intended  ftatutes  were  made  In  this  fame  year  1663,  viz.  cap.  xv.  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  linen  and  tapeftry  manufaftures  of  England,  and  difcouragement  of  the 
very  great  importation  of  foreign  linen  and  tapeftry.  And,  cap.  xvi,  for  regulating  the  pack- 
ing of  herrings.  It  was  alfo  thereby  enafted,  that,  for  the  prefervation  of  the  fpawn  of  fifh, 
at  the  ifles  of  Iceland  and  Weftmony,  no  fhip  fhall  fail  thither  until  the  tenth  of  March,  in. 
any  year.— Neither,  fhall  there  be  taken  any  toll,  or  other  duty,  at  "Newfoundland,  for  any 
filh  caught  there. 

By  this  time,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  had  taken  from  the  Portuguefe,  in  India,  the 
beft  places  they  had  formerly  held  there,  viz.  fuch  as  Cananor,  Cranganor,  Cochin,  Cou- 
lang,  &c»  now  leaving  the  Portuguefe  only  Goa,  Diu,  and  a  few  other  petty  places^  of  littlc 
confequence  in  commerce. 

Before  we  clofe  this  year  1663,  we  cannot  forget  to  do  juftice  to  an  excellent  little  treatife  on 
commerce,  publifhed  this  year  by  Samuel  Fortrey,  Efq.  entitled,  England's  Intereft  and  Im- 
provement; which,  in  only  forty-three  fmall  duodecimo  pages,  treats  moft  judicioufly  of  all 
the  principal  branches  of  our  foreign  and  domeftic  commerce. — Of  the  benefit  of  increafing  our 
induftrious  people  by  naturalization ;— the  improvement  of  our  lands  by  inclofures,  and  the  breed- 
ing of  cattle; — of  the  exportation  of  horfes ; — the  improvement  of  mines  ; — our  manufaftures  ; 
our  fifheries  ; — of  difcou raging  the  wear  of  foreign  manufaftures,  more  efpecially  the  French 
ones,  whereby  that  country  gets  fo  great  a  balance  from  us  ; — of  the  benefit  of  the  Aft  of  Na- 
vigation ; — and  of  our  foreign  plantations  ; — the  regulation  of  our  coin  ; — the  lowering  the  in- 
tereft of  money,  &cc.  A  treatife,  which,  though  written  above  one  hundred  years  ago,  will 
bear  reading  over  even  at  this  day :  which  can  fcarcely  be  faid  of  any  other  on  this  fubjeft^  of 
fo  old  a  date,  unlefs  it  be  the  before-quoted  treatife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Munn,  printed  in  oftavo, 
in  the  year  1664. 

Rhode  Ifland^  and  Providence  Plantation,  two  provinces  of  New  England,  had  this  year  ar 
charter,  dated  the  fifteenth  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  to  the  whole  freemen  or  inhabitants 
of  each  colony,  empowered  to  eleft  their  own  reprefeniativcs  ;  the  laft  of  which  elcfts  its  go- 
vernor and  council.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  in  January 
1733-4,  obferves  of  thefe  two  colonies,  and  of  Conncfticut, 
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1663  **  That  almoft  the  whole  power  of  the  crown  is  delegated  to  the  people  :  and,  as  their  char- 
**  ters  are  worded,  they  can,  and  do  make  laws,  even  without  their  governors  confcnt,  and 
"  direftly  contrary  to  tlieir  opinions ;  no  negative  voice  being  referved  to  them  as  governors, 
•*  in  the  faid  charter."  This  was  carelefsly  granted  by  a  very  carclcfs  monarch  ;  and  is  what 
no  wife  miniftry  nor  council  would  have  deliberately  advifed. 

1664  Inthe  year  1664,  the  Englilh  again  took  pofleiTion  of  the  ifle  of  St.  Lucia,  or,  as  fomecall 
It,  St.  Alouz^ie;  having  previouily  treated  with  the  native  Caribbeans  for  the  purchafe  of  it, 
fays  the  author  of  the  Britifh  Empire  in  America,  whom,  neverthelefs,  we  muft  very  cau- 
tioufly  truft  on  many  occafions.  Five  (hips  of  war  carried  thither  about  fifteen  hundred  men; 
who,  being  joined  by  iix  hundred  Caribbeans,  in  feventeen  canoes,  had  the  ifland  fort  yielded 
up  to  them,  without  refiftance,  on  condition  that  the  French  governor  and  his  garrifon,  of 
only  fourteen  men,  fhould,  with  their  artillery  and  baggage,  be  efcorted  to  Martinico.  Yet, 
it  feems,  tw^  years  after,  the  Englifh,  for  want  of  fupplies,  abandoned  it  again,  and  burned  their 
fort ;  although,  but  two  days  after  they  were  gone,  a  bark  with  neceffaries  arrived  there,  from 
Lord  Willoughby,  governor  of  Barbadoes.  In  the  treaties  between  King  Charles  and  King 
James  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  French  court,  and  in  thofe  of  Ryfwick  and  Utrecht,  tliercarc 
general  ftipulations  for  the  refloring  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  all  iflands  and  countries 
which  may  have  been  conquered  by  France,  and  fuch  as  had  been  in  the  pofleflion  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  before  fuch  refpeftive  war  began.  But  fuch  general  ftipulations  figni- 
fied little  with  the  French. 

This  ifland  had,  at  various  times,  been  inhabited  by  both  Englifh  and  French  planters,  at 
one  and  the  fame  time  in  feveral  parts  of  it :  and  fo  it  remained  till  about  the  year  17 19,  whea 
we  ftiall  again  refume  its  further  hiftory. 

In  Mr.  Munn's  valuable  treaties,  named,  England's  Treafure  by  Foreign  Trade,  publiflicd 
in  the  year  1664,  p.  177,  he  relates,  that  there  was  in  thofe  times  exported,  one  year  with 
another,  to  the  value  of  two  millions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  our  native  commodi- 
ties. **  So  that,"  fays  he,  **ifwcwcre  not  too  much  afFefted  to  pride,  monftrous  fafhions, 
**  and  riot,  above  aH  other  nations,  a  million  and  an  half  of  our  money  might  plentifully  fup- 
"  ply  our  unneceflary  wants,  as  I  may  terra  them,  of  filks,  fugape,  fpices,  fruits,  &c.  So 
•*  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  might  be  yearly  treafurcd  up  in  money,  to  make  the  king- 
**  dom^xceeding  rich  and  powerful  in  a  ihort  time." — But  this  was  far  from  being  the  cafe  at 
that  time  :  for,  by  a  report  of  Dr.  Charles  D'Avenant,  infpeftor-general  of  the  cuftoms,  our 
imports,  in  the  year  1662,  amounted  to  *—  —  —  jC*4>oi6,0I9 

And  our  exports,  to  ~  —  —  —  —  2,022,812 


So  that  the  balance  againft  us  was  no  lefs  than  —  —  —        £.  1,993,207 

A  moft  melancholy  account,  truly  ;  more  efpecially  as  coming  from  this  able  author,  who 
poffcfled  that  important  ofiice  in  the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne. 

In  the  third  volume  of  the  Englifli  oftavo  Colleftion  of  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce, 
publiflied  ni  the  year  1732,  in  four  volumes,  we  find  a  treaty  between  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond of  England,  and  James  Duke  of  Courland,  in  1664,  concerning  Tobago,  one  of  the 
Caribbee  ifles,  in  America  ;  in  the  title  of  this  treaty  faid  to  have  been  difcovered,  cultivated, 
and  fortified  by  that  Duke's  fubj^iOs,  till  they  were  difj  jlfeflcd  by  the  Dutch,  upon  which  the 
Duke  fubmitted  it  to  King  Charles's  proteftion,  and  held  it  by  way  of  grant  from  the  crowa 
i£>f  England. 
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i^4  '*  I.  The  King  grtnts  to  the  Duke  and  his  fucceflbrs,  full  liberty  of  trade  and  eommcrcc 
•*  for  fach  (hips  as  properly  belonged  to  him  and  his  heirs,  (but  not  to  thofe  of  his  fubjefts) 
**  in  any  rivers  or  havens  within  his  Majefty's  dominions  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  for  goods 
**  not  exceeding  twelve  thoufand  pounds  in  value :  and  may  build  llore-houfes,  under  pro- 
"  te£tion  of  the  King's  foYts  there. 

"  II.  In  confideration  whereof,  the  Duke  makes  over  to  that  King  his  fort  of  St.  Andrew, 
^*  on  the  Guinea  coaft,  and  all  his  other  forts  there*  together  with  their  guns  and  ammuni- 
*^  tion ;  the  Duke's  paying  three  per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported  or  exported. 

•*  III.  On  the  other  hand,  King  Charles  grants  to  the  Duke  and  his  heirs  the  above-named 
^*  ifle  of  Tobago,  to  be  enjoyed  by  him  under  that  King's  protedkion  : — Provided  the  Duke 
**  fliall  fuffer  none  others  but  the  fubjefts  of  tlie  King  and  him  to  remain  on  that  ifland. 

**  IV.  The  Duke  further  agrees,  that  neither  he,  nor  his  heirs,  nor  his  fubjefts,  fhall  ex- 
**  port  any  of  the  produft  of  that  ifland,  nor  impart,.otherwife  than  out  of  or  into  fome  ports 
**  belonging  either  to  England  or  Courland,  or  the  port  of  the  city  of  Dantftck.  , 

**  V.  And,  in  return  for  the  protcftion  of  England,  whenever  the  King  fliall  be  at  war 
"  with  any  nation  but  Poland,  the  Dukes  of  Courland,  when  required,  fliall,  at  their  coft, 
**  furnifli  one  good  fliip  of  war  of  foEty  cannon,  to  be  fent  to  fuch  port  as  the  King  fliall 
**  name,  for  one  year  at  a  time,  to  be  manned,  viftualled,  and  paid  by  his  Majefty." 

Yet  Holland  fooa  after  got  pofleffion  of  Tobago,  in  her  then  war  with  England,  which  flie 
held  till  the  year  1672. 

This  treaty  is  fo  far  of  vtk  at  prefent,  as  to  teftify,  that  a  Duke  of  Courland  did  once  make 
fome  figure  in  foreign  commerce,  and  had  fome  maritime  force  at  command,  as  we  have  al- 
ready obfervcd,  under  the  year  1637,  though  not  ftrong  enough  to  fupport  his  commercial 
acquifitions  witliout  the  proteftion  of  England,  or  of  fome  other  powerful  ftate.  It  may  alfo 
fcrve  to  illuftrate  the  crown  of  Great  Britain's  original  right  to  that  ifland. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Englifli  clergy  voluntarily  refigned  the  power  they  had  enjoyed  for  fo 
many  ages  of  taxing  themfelves  in  their  own  convocation. 

In  the  troublefome  limes  preceding  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  the  then 
clergy,  having  no  proxies. nor  regular  convocations,  fubmitted  to  be  taxed  with  the  laity ;  and 
the  court  finding  that  method  eafier,  and,  perhaps  too,  bringing  in  a  better  revenue,  was  glad 
to  accept  of  this  refignation  :  whereby,  however,  the  convocations  of  the  clergy  have  greatly 
loft  their  former  weight  with  the  crown. 

King  Charles  of  England,  on  making  war  with  the  Dutch,  had  defigned,  as  before-men- 
tioned, to  drive  that  people  out  of  New  Nidderland,  fince  named  New  York ;  where,  and  alfo 
in  the  country  fince  called  New  Jerfey,  (by  the  Dutch,  New  Belgia)  they  had  neftled,  and 
greatly  improved.  Our  King  therefore  made  a  grant  thereof  to  the  Duke  of  York ;  and,  even 
fome  months  before  the  declaration  of  war,  he  font  thither  Sir  Robert  Carr,  with  a  fquadron 
of  ftiips,  and  three  thoufand  landrforces.  They  landed  at  the  entrance  into  Hudfon's  River, 
an  i  immediately  attacked  the  town  of  New  Amfterdam,  fince  called  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
took  it  without  any  difficulty,  the  Dutch  there  not  knowing  of  any  rupture  with  England. — 
The  Englifli  found  the  houfes  of  that  city  handfomely  built  of  brick  and  ftone  :  and  its  fitua- 
tion  being  on  an  ifland,  before  the  entrance  of  the  faid  river,  on  an  high  land,  it  makes  a  beau- 
tiful appearance  trom  the  fea.  It  has  fince  been  much  enlarged  and  improved,  fo  as  to  be  juftly 
deemed  the  third  city  of  Britifli  America,  Bofton  and  Philadelphia  being  the  firft  and  fccond, 
as  Charlcftown,  in  South  Carolina,  is  dcfervedly  efteemed  the  fourth  in  dignity.  The  major 
^  part 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.4?0  >AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL     D  E  D  XJ  C  T  I  O  K 


A.  r. 


1664  part  of  tlie  Dutch  at  New  York  remained  there,  as  the  great  number  of  Dutch  names  to  be 
found  even  at  this  day  in  that  city  and  province  fufficiently  teftify  ;  and  tbofe  who  defired  to 
remove,  were  permitted  to  take  their  effefts  with  them,  the  province  being  foon  re-peopled 
with  EngliHi. 

Fort  Orange,  fince  named  New  Albany,  the  Duke  of  York's  Scotch  title,  a  great  way  up 
Hudfon's  River,  was  foon  reduced,  as  were  alfo  Staten  Ifland,  Long  Ifland,  &c.  And  the 
firft  Englifli  governor,  CoJonel  Nichols,  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  who  concluded  a  league 
with  the  famous  Five,  fince  named  Six  Indian  Nations  of  the  Iroquois,  behind  this  province; 
which  league  was  recognized  by  France  at  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  by  which  France  engaged  to 
obferve  peace  with  thofe  Indian  nations  as  inviolably  as  with  the  Englifli  of  this  province, 
which  extended  noith- weft  ward  into  the  country  for  two  hundred  miles  to  Lake  Champlain, 
although  the  French  afterwards  encroached  on  our  territory,  by  building  of  forts  near  that 
lake  :  but  its  breadth  on  tlie  fea-coaft  is  not  above  thirty  miles. 

New  York  province  has  long  been  one  of  the  moft  profperous  colonies  on  that  continent; 
•^hich  fome,  in  part,  afcribe  to  that  fpirit  of  frugality  that  the  Dutch  carried  thither,  and 
which  is  faid  to  be  feen  amongft  them,  in  fome  degree,  even  at  this  day.  The  New  Yorkers 
^export  to  our  fugar  iflands  great  quantities  of  flour,  peas,  bifcuit,  bacon,  butter,  pork,  &c. 
and  return  home  from  thence  with  fugar,  molaflTes,  rum,  cotton,  ginger,  pimento,  &c.  and 
alfo  Spanifli  money  ;  with  which  they  pay  Great  Britain  for  all  the  various  neceflarics  they  re- 
ceive from  thence. 

King  Charles  the  Second  of  England,  having,  in  his  faid  grant  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of 
York,  in  the  year  1664,  of  the  country  till  then  pofleflcd  by  tht  Dutch,  and  named  New 
Nidderland,  now  New  York,  extended  it  as  far  fouth  as  to  comprehend  the  country  fince 
aiamed  New  Jerfey :  the  Duke  of  York,  in  the  fame  year,  re-granted  part  of  the  faid  country 
to  the  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Carteret ;  and  the  latter's  family  being  from  our  ifle  of 
Jerfey,  in  the  Britifli  Channel,  he  gave  it  the  name  of  New  Jerfey,  and  Eaft  and  Weft  New 
Jerfey.  Lord  Berkley  afligned  his  part  to  William  Penn,  and  three  others,  as  did  afterwards 
Sir  George  Carteret  to  Penn,  and  eleven  others,  in  the  year  168 1,  The  before-named  affig- 
xiees  fold  many  ihares  to  the  Earl  of  Perth,  Sir  George  M*Kenzie,  and  many  other  Scots.— 
Many  of  the  Scots  being  foon  after  perfecuted  for  their  religious  opinions,  went  and  fettled 
there  ;  and,  amongft  others,  the  famous  Mr.  Robert  Barclay,  who  might  not  improperly  be 
termed  the  apoftle  of  the  Quakers,  went  thither  as  governor,  with  his  family.  In  1685, 
Lord  Neil  Campbell,  fon  of  the  Marquis  of  Argyll,  fucceeded  him  as  governor  of  Eaft  Jerfey. 
So  that  New  Jerfey  continued  te  be  two  feparate  proprietary  governments  till  1702;  when, 
as  will  be  feen  under  the  next  century,  they  were  united  under  one  regal  government. 

In  this  year  1664,  and  in  the  minority  of  Louis  XIV.  of  France,  his  able  minifter  Colbert, 
commenced  his  deep-laid  fchemes  for  the  advancement  of  the  commerce,  manufaftures,  and 
naval  power  of  that  monarchy,  the  foundation  whereof  had  been  laid  by  the  great  Richlicu. — 
For  which  purpofe,  he  granted  nuraberlefs  immunities,  indulgences,  premiums,  penlions, 
proteftions,  Sec.  to  foreign  artifts,  artificers,  manufafturers,  &c.  from  all  parts,  to  fettle  with 
their  families  and  workmen  in  France.  He  got  his  King  to  appropriate  a  million  of  Hvrcs 
annually  for  the  improvement  of  the  woollen  raanufadlure  alone.  And  it  is  generally  believed 
that  it  was  firft  owing  to  Colbert  that  the  mifchievous  praftice  of  wooling,  as  it  is  vulgarly 
termed,  that  is,  the  running  of  our  Englifli  and  Irifli  wool  into  France,  was  firft  fet  on  foot; 
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1664  whereby  they  gradually  brought  forward  their  prefent  great  woollen  manufafture ;  having,  till 

this  time,  been  chiefly  fupplied  with  that  manufafture  from  England. 

So  far,  likewife,  had  the  culture  of  raw-lilk  been  improved,  fo  early  in  this  King's  reign, 
on  the  plan  of  his  grandfather.  King  Henry  IV.  that  the  perfon  employed  by  Colbert  for  this 
end,  did,  in  this  fame  year,  produce  a  confiderable  quantity  of  it  raifed  in  France,  faid  to 
have  been  better  than  that  of  Avignon,  or  even  MeiTma. 

in  this  fame  year  1664,  notwithftanding  former  fruitlefs  attempts,  France  crefted  an  exclu- 
live  Eaft  India  Company  for  fifty  years,  on  the  ruins  of  a  China  Company,  erefted  in  :66o, 
which  came  to  nothing  foon  after.  Their  limits  being  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  eaft- 
ward,  to  the  furtheft  Indies  ,  and  from  the  Straits  of  Magellan  and  Le  Maire  weflward,  into 
all  the  South  Seas.  Which  Company's  immunities,  &c.  were  much  augmented  in  the  year 
following.  It  was  to  be  under  the  government  of  twenty-one  direftors  ;  twelve  whereof  were 
for  Paris,  and  nine  for  the  fea-ports.  Soon  after,  they  poflcfled  and  fortified  Pondicherry,  on 
tlie  Coromandel  coaft,  which  has  fince  been  their  capiul  fettleracnt ;  their  principal  trade  on 
that  coaft  being  in  muflins  and  callicoes,  of  many  various  kinds.  Yet,  partly  from  the  difli- 
culties  of  fettling  a  trade  by  any  nation  before  unacquainted  with  India,  and  partly  by  their 
war  with  the  Dutch  in  that  country,  they  did  not  profpcr  for  a  great  number  of  years  after 
this  time. 

In  the  fame  year  1664,  Colbert,  on  the  ruins  of  their  former  Canada  and  Weft  India  Com- 
panies, erefted  a  new  cxclufive  Weft  India  one,  for  forty  years.     *'  Its  limits  being, 

**  Firft,  That  part  of  the  continent  of  Soutli  America  lying  between  tlie  rivers  of  Amazons 
**  and  Oronooko,  with  the  adjacent  iflands. 

"  Secondly,  In  North  America,  all  Canada,  down  to  and  behind  Virginia  and  Florida.— 

«  And^ 

^*  Thirdly,  All  the  coaft  of  Africa  from  Cape  Verde,  fouthward,  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope." 

Colbert  faw  how  much  the  Dutch  had  incrcafed  their  power  and  wealth  by  their  extended 

commerce,  although  France,  which  naturally  abounded  with  all  things,  was  in  a  manner  del- 

titute  of  commerce  and  naval  ftrength.     He  therefore  got  King  Louis  to  make  him  protcftor 

of  both  thofe  companies,  to  whom  he  lent  fix  millions,  without  intereft.     Mr.  Voltaire,  in 

his  Age  of  Louis  XIV.  fays,  that  from  the  year  1635  to  1665,  the  colonies  of  Martinico, 

Canada,  &c.  had  been  in  a  languifhing  ftate,  and  rather  chargeable  than  profitable :  but  that 

now,  {ie.  1665)  they  began  to  flourifh.     And  that,  in  the  faid  year  1664,  his  King  fent  a 

frefti  colony  to  Cayenne  ifland,  firft  fettled  on  by  France  in  the  year  1635;  and  another  colony 

in  that  fame  year  to  Madagafcar,  which  had  been  fettled  on  by  France  in  1650,  but  afterwards  de- 

Xerted :  yet,  ten  years  after,  Louis  reverfcd  all  thefe  grants  to  that  company,  and  laid  the  trade 

open  to  all  his  fubjefts. 

In  this  year.  King  Charles  the  Second  of  England  .made  war  on  the  United  Netherlands, 
in  a  very  extraordinary  manner,  without  a  formal  declaration  of  it  till  fome  months  after.— 
For  which  no  other  certain  grounds  are  generally  afligned  by  hiftorians,  than  jealoufy  on  ac* 
count  of  rivalfliip  for  commerce  and  naval  power ;  fct  on  likewife  fecrctly,  as  it  is  faid,  by  the 
arts  of  the  French  court  and  of  Rome,  for  the  weakening  of  both  fides. 

The  Englifh  fleet,  under  Admiral  Holmes,  takes  feveral  forts  near  Cape  Verde  from  the 

Dutch,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Englifh  African  Company,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  Duke 

of  York;  which  forts  the  Dutch  Admiral  De  Ruytcr  retook  the  fame  year.     Holmes  alfo 

xrefted  a  new  fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Gambia,  and  named  it  James  Fort,  which  we  ftiil 

Vol.  II.  3  P  hold. 
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1664  hold.  Thence  failing  fouthward,  he  took  all  the  Dutch  forts  on  the  Guinea  coaft,  except 
St.  George  del  Mina  and  Acheen:  though  De  Ruyter  foon  regained  aU  again.  Whercupoft 
the  Englilh  fleet,  comraandedin  chief  by  the  Duke  of  York,  made  prize  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  Dutch  nicrchant  fhips.  A  war  was  then  formally  declared^  for  which  the  Parliament 
voted  two  millions  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

What  is  already  in  all  hiftories,  and  alfo  not  very  material  for  our  fubjeft,  was,  that  the 
grand  fleet  of  England,  ia  1665,  confiding  of  one  hundred  and  eight  fliips  of  war,  and  four- 
teen firefliips,  under  the  Duke  of  York,  attacked  the  Dutch  fleet,  under  Opdam,  of  one 
hundred  and  three  fhips  of  war,  and  eleven- firefliips,  and  quite  defeated  it;  many  of  the  latter 
being  taken,  funk,  and  burnt :  and,  in  the  fame  year,  our  fleet  took  eight  Dutch  (hips  of  war, 
two  Eaft  India  fliips,  and  many  other  merchant  fliips. 

Had  the  Englifti  Eafl:  India^Company  better  fortified  the  iflc  of  Poleron,  which  prodaccd 
fine  nutmegs  and  mace,  but,  according  to  others,  only  cloves,  it  had  not  been  fo  eafily  taken,- 
as  it  was  in  this  year  1664,  by  one  fingle  Dutch  fliip  from  Batavia*  By  this  event,  the  Eng- 
lifti were  quite  excluded  from  all  the  Spice  Iflands,  which  the  Dutch  Company  has  abfolutely 
pofTefled  to  this  day. 

In  the  fame  year  1664,  a  general  valuation  was  made  of  the  Englifti  Eaft  India  Company's 
capital,  the  market-price  on  the  Exchange  of  London  being  then  only  feventy  pounds  per 
cent.  And  it  then  appeared,  that  their  ftock  was,  as  their  writers  fay,  intrinfically  worth  one 
hundred  and  thirty  per  cent,  and  that,  in  the  remaining  quarter  of  this  year,  and  the  compafs 
of  next  year,  they  are  faid  aftually  to  have  divided  fifty  per  cent,  profits  on  their  capital  ftock. 
But  this  feems  fomewhat  exaggerated. 

There  was  a  private  company  of  merchants  of  Dieppe,  in  Normandy,  who,  in  early  iimts, 
had  carried  on  a  trade  to  the  river  of  Senegal,  being  the  fame  with  the  great  river  Niger  of  the 
ancients,  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Africa ;  where,  by  means  of  ^  fmall  fettlement  on  an  ifland,  at 
the  mouth  of  a  branch  of  that  river,  they  had  carried  on  a  confiderable  trade.  That  branch 
of  trade  fell  afterwards  to  certain  merchants  of  the  city  of  Rouen,  who,  in  this  year  1664, 
yielded  it  up  to  the  French  Weft  India  Company.  Yet,  the  laft-named  company  being  dif- 
folved  ten  years  afterwards,  the  old  Senegal  Company  refumed  that  commerce  till  1681,  when 
Colbert  transferred  that  trade  into  the  hands  of  a  much  larger  number  of  merchants;  whofe 
privileges  alfo  being  thought  too  extenfive  for  their  capital  ftock,  a  new  Guinea  Company  was 
hereupon  erefted,  to  whom  moft  of  their  privileges  were  afligned  ;  and  yet  the  old  Senegal 
Company  continued  to  be  a  thriving  (bciety.  A  fingle  member  whereof,  however,  in  the 
year  1694,  by  their  ill-management,  bought  out  their  privileges,  and  ere£ked  a  new  company; 
which  laft-namcd  company  proved  at  length  fo  unfortunate,  as  to  be  obliged  to  yield  up  their 
privileges  to  certain  rich  merchants  at  Rouen  ;  who,  with  various  fuccefs  carried  on  the  Senc* 
gal  trade  till  the  year  17 18,  when  it  was  united  to  the  Eaft  India  Company. 

The  Guinea  Company,  on  the  acceflion  of  King  Philip  V.  to  the  throne  of  Spain,  had  a 
grant  of  the  Afliento  negro  trade  ;  which  trade  was,  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  conveyed  to  the 
South  Sea  Company.  And  thus  the  principal  commerce  of  France  was  united  to  what  they 
called  their  India  Company,  comprehending  not  only  the  Eaft  India,  the  American,  the  Gui- 
nea, but  alfo  the  Senegal  trade,  by  the  wild  fchemes  of  the  Duke  Regent  and  Mr.  Law. 

By  an  Englifli  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  fixteenth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  **  For 

**  preventing  the  commanders  of  merchant  fliips  from  delivering  of  fuch  fliips  to  Turkilhand 

**  otlier  pirates  without  fighting ;  whereby,"  according  to  its  preamble,  •^  not  only  merchants 
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1664  *^  were  much  prejudiced  and  difcouragcd,  but  the  honour  of  the  Englifli  navigation  was  likc- 
♦*  wife  mucli  diminilhed.  To  which  praftice  fuch  commanders  were  much  encouraged  by  a 
**  praftice  ufed  towards  them  by  thofe  pirates  ;  who,  after  they  have  taken  out  the  goods,  as 
••  an  encouragement  to  mafters  of  (hips  to  yield,  do  not  only  reftore  the  fliip,  with  fuch  goods 
**  aj  are  claimed  by  mafters  or  feamen,  but  do  many  times  pay  unto  the  mafter  all  or  feme 
<•  part  of  the  freight.  It  was  therefore  now  enafled,  That  where  any  merchandize  fhall  be 
**  laden  on  board  any  EngUfli  Ihip  of  the  burthen  of  two  hundred  tons,  or  upwards,  mounted 
^*  with  fixteen  guns,  or  more,  if  the  mafter  (hall  yield  up  the  faid  goods  to  any  Turki(h,  or 
*•  other  pirate,  without  fighting,  he  (hall  thenceforth  be  incapable  of  commanding  any  (hip  ; 
^'  and  the  (liip  fo  delivered  Back  to  him,  and  alfo  the  goods,  (hall  be  forfeited,  to  make  good 
^'  thelofs  fuftained  by  the  owners  of  the  goods  detained  by  fuch  pirates,  pro  rata;  and  the 
**  faid  owners  to  have  their  aftion  againft  fuch  mafter  for  the  remainder. — And  if  any  Engli(h 
"  (hip,  though  it  be  under  the  faid  tonnage  and  guns,  (hall  be  yielded  up  by  the  mafter  to 
**'  any  fuch  pirate,  not  having  at  leaft  double  his  number  of  guns,  without  fighting,  fuch  maf- 
^*  ter  (hall  be  liable  to  all  the  penalties  aforefaid. — Alfo,  every  mariner  refufing  to  fight  fuch 
*•  pirates,  when  required  by  the  mafter  of  the  (liip,  (liall  forfeit  all  his  wages  and  his  effefts  in 
^*  fuch  (hip,  and  (hall  be  imprifoned  for  fix  months,  and  kept  during  that  time  to  hard  la- 
**  hour. — Moreover,  mariners  laying  violent  hands  on  their  mafter,  to  hinder  him  fromfight- 
^*  ing  fuch  pirates,  (hall  fufFer  death  as  felons. — Mafters  or  mariners  wounded  in  defence  of 
*'  their  (hip  from  pirates,  fhali^  on  their  return  home  with  their  (hip,  receive  a  compenfation 
**  from  the  owners  of  the  (hips  ^and  goods,  not  exceeding  two  percent,  of  the  value  of  the 
^'  faid  (hip  and  goods  fo  defended,  to  be  diftributed  amongft  the  captain,  mafter,  officers,  and 
**  feamcn,  of  fuch  (hip,  or  the  widows  and  children  of  the  (lain,  by  dire£lion  of  the  judge  of 
^*  the  admiralty-court,  in  due  proportion. 

"  Laftly,  Whereas  it  often  happened!,  that  mafters  and  mariners  of  (hips,  having  infured, 
**  or  taken  up  on  bottomree,  greater  fums  of  money  than  the  value  of  the  adventure,  do  wil- 
"*'  fully  caft  away,  burn,  or  otherwife  deftroy  the  (hips  under  their  charge,  to  merchants  and 
*'  owners  great  lofs  ;  fuch  captain,  mafter,  &c.  (hall  fufFer  death  as  a  felon." 

1665  In  tlie  year  1665,  the  Dutch  Admiral  De  Ruyter  not  only  retook  moft  of  the  forts  which 
Sir  Robert  Holmes  had  taken  from  Holland,  but  he  alfo  took  our  own  fort  of  Cormanteen^ 
which  they  hold  to  this  day,  by  the  name  of  Fort  Amfterdam.  They  alfo  feized  on  the  ifle 
of  St.  Helena,  which  was  a  refre(hing  place  for  our  Eaft  India  (hipping,  and  therefore  was 
retaken  even  the  fame  year. 

Under  the  year  1645,  we  have  given  the  rife  of  banking  by  goldfmiths  In  London,  and  how 
much  they  improved  that  new  branch  of  their  bufincfs  after  King  Charles  the  Second's  refto- 
ration,  by  taking  advantage  of  that  King's  perpetual  neceflSties,  from  his  unfrugal  manage- 
inent  of  the  public  revenue,  which  he  was  conftantly  anticipating  ;  partly  proceeding  from 
their  readinefs  to  lend  him  at  extravagant  intereft,  and  their  taking  to  pawn  the  King's  bills, 
orders,  and  tallies.  Neverthelefe,  the  number  of  bankers  increafed  fo  much,  and  the  money 
came  fo  faft  into  their  hands,  iv  people  to  whom  they  paid  a  moderate  intereft  for  the  fame, 
that  all  the  public  demands  fell  (hort  of  employing  their  ca(h.  This  made  them  run  into  the 
way  of  lending  money  on  private  pawns,  at  high  intereft ;  on  difcounting  of  bills  of  otchange  ; 
on  lending  money  on  perfonal  fecurity  to  heirs  in  expeftancy,  &c. — Thefe,  and  many  other 
Similar  methods  of  beftowing  their  calh,  were  about  this  time  put  in  praftice'by  the  gold- 
iiniths,  fays  the  author  already  quoted  under  the  year  1645;   who,  through  the  incrcafe  of 
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1665  commerce,  thinks  the  faid  banking  trade  was  at  its  greateft  height  in  the  year  1667,  when  the 
Dutch  burned  our  ihips  at  Chatham,  But  that  difafter  caufing  what  is  in  our  days  called  a 
run  (probably  the  firft  of  its  kind)  on  the  bankers,  it,  in  fomc  meafure,  leflened  their  future 
credit,  which  was  entirely  ruined  by  the  (hutting  up  of  the  Exchequer,  five  years  after;  of 
which  more  in  its  place. 

As  there  was  a  great  quantity  of  cafh  in  the  kingdom  at  that  time,  this  brief  account  may^ 
in  part,  ferve  to  anfwer  a  query  often  made  in  our  days,  viz.  How  were  monied  pcopfe  able 
to  difpofe  of  their  fuper-lucration  calh,  before  the  modern  public  funds  exifted  ? 

In  this  fame  year,  a  violent  peftilence  in  the  courfe  of  a  twelve  month  fwept  off  in  tondon 
alone  one  hundred  thoufand  perfons,  which  was  a  terrible  fhock  to  the  commerce  of  England. 

In  an  obftinate  fea  fight,  this  year,  between  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  fleets,  boA  fides  claim- 
ed the  viftory ;  which  fhews  it  was  a  doubtful  conftift.  They  foon  after  met  again,  being 
about  one  hundred  (hips  of  war  on  each  fide,  when  the  Englilh  fleet  obtained  a  real  viflory, 
deftroying  twenty  Dutch  fliips  of  war..  Soon  after  which  Sir  Robert  Holmes  burned  one 
hundred  and  fifty  Dutch  merchant  fhips  on  the  coaft  of  North  Holland,  and  two  of  their  Ihips 
of  war.  Yet,  in  this  fame  year,  the  Dutch  infulted  our  own  coafts,  making  defcents  in. 
feveral  places. 

In  the  fame  year,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  C6mpany*s  privileges  were  renewed  for  forty  years 
longer. 

Whether  the  Englifh  noblemen,  &c.  who  were  grantees  in  the  charter  for  Carolina,  in  the 
year  1663,  did  judge  their  faid  charter  was  too  far  north  of  the  latitude  of  the  filver  mines  of 
New  Mexico,  although  their  longitude  reached  as  far  back  weft  ward  as  the  South  Seas,  by 
confidering,  that  all  or  moft  of  thofe  rich  mines  lay  fomewhat  nearer  to  the  equator  than  thir- 
ty-one degrees,  or  what  other  hidden  confiderations  they  might  have  to  move  the  King  for  a 
fecond  charter ;  fuch  as,  that  Spain's  then  feeble  condition  pointed  it  out  to  be  a  fit  feafon  for 
extending  the  Britifh-  monarchy's  claim  at  leaft  as  far  fouth  on  the  Florida  coaft  as  ftill  re- 
mained unplanted  by  Spain,  or  by  any  other  European  nation,  whereby  the  Englilh  might 
have  a  chance  to  fall  weftward  into  the  fame  parallel  of  latitude  with. fome  of  the  New  Mexico 
mines,  in  which  latitude,,  though  perhaps  not  fo  far  weft  as  New  Mexico,  they  might  probably 
find  a  vein  of  filver :  or  whatever  other  reafons  they  were  guided  by,  we  cannot  exprefsly  fay : 
but  it  is  Certain,  that,  in  this  year  1665,  King  Charles  granted  a  fecond  charter  to  the  fidd 
eight  honourable  perfons,  to  be  extended fouthward  as  far  as  twenty-nine  degrees;  where,  or 
within  which  parallel,  Mr.  John  Lawfon's  Hiftory  of  Carolina,  printed,  in  quarto,  in  Queen 
Anne's  reign,  obfervcs,  **  that  the  very  mouth  of  the  great  river  Mifliffippi  is  included,  as 
**  falling  fomewhat  north  of  twenty-nine  degrees."  Thefe  patentees  had  lifcewife  an  extent 
of  half  a  degree  further  northward,  on  or  to  the  borders  of  Virginia,  viz.  to  thirty-fix  degrees 
and  an  half  north  latitude.  So  that  by  both  charters  they  had  now  an  extent  of  feven  degrees 
and  an  half,  or  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  along  the  coaft  fouth  and  north,  and  an 
unknown  depth  weftward  to  the  South  Seas.     This  fecond  charter  ftiles  the  grantees,  "  The 

•*  true  and  abfolute  Lords  Proprietors  of  the  Province  and  Territory  of  Carolina. Saving 

«<  always  the  faith,  allegiance,  and  fovereign  dominion,  due  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs, 
**  for  the  fame. — To  be  held  in  free  and  common  foccage,  as  of  our  manor  of  Eaft  Green- 
•«  wich,  in  Kent;  yielding  and  paying  to  us  and  our  fucceflbrs,  for  the  fame,  the  fourth  part 
•*  of  all  gold  and  filver  ore  found  within  their  limits,  befidcs  the  yearly  rent  of  twenty 
«*  marks." 
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5665  Thofe  patentees  were  empowered  to  grant  peculiar  titles  of  honour  to  great  planters  in  Ca- 
rolina, fo  as  they  Ihould  not  be  the  fame  as  in  England.  And,  in  confequence  of  this  claufe, 
they  accordingly,  at  different  times,  conferred  the  titles  of  Caciques  and  Land  Graves;  the 
former  an  Indian  dignity,  the  latter  a  German  one.  The  patentees  had  alfo  the  power  to  en- 
joy quit-rents,  and  alfo  reafonable  cuftoms  on  merchandize  ;  bat  not  without  the  approbation 
and  confent  of  the  freemen  of  the  colony.  Alfo- to- ereft  forts,  to  incorporate  towns  and 
cities,  to  train  foldiers,  &c. 

The  noble  patentees  immediately  fet  about  the  planting  of  that  delightful  country :  and  all 
freemen  who  fettled  there  had  fifty  acres  of  land  granted  to  them  for  their  own  perfons,  and 
fifty  more  for  each  man  forvant;  alfo*  fifty  acres  for  each  marriageable  woman  fervant;  anc> 
forty  for  unmarriageable  ones.  Covenant  fervants,  when  out  of  their  time,  to  have  fifty  acres 
alfo  given  them.  The  firft  embarkation  coft  the  Proprietaries  twelve  thoufand  pounds.  The 
fundamental  conflitutions  of  its  government  were  framed  by  the  truly  great  John  Locke,  Efq; 
founded  on  the  moft  juft  and  generous  principles,  and  calculated  for  encouraging  men  of  all 
perfuafions  to  fettle  therein*  The  eldeft  of  thofe  Lords  Proprietaries  had  the  title  of  Palatine  ; 
in  whom,  aflifted  by  three  other  Proprietaries,  the  executive  powers  in  moft  cafes  were  lodged: 
and  thofe  four  conftituted  the  Palatine  Court,  whofe  deputies  in  Caronna  afled  by  their  di- 
re£lions.  Its  Parliament  confifted,  in  the  Upper  Houfc,  of  the  Proprietaries,  or  their  depu- 
ties, with  the  Governor,  Council,  Caciques,  and  Landgraves  :  and  the  Commons,  or  Lower 
Houfe,  were  elefted  as  in  other  colonies* 

In  this  fame  year  1665,  King  Charles  the  Second,  of  England,  in  the  feventeenth  year  of 
his  reign,  erefted,  an  ill-judged  Canary  Company,  by  his  patent,  to  fixty  perfons,  and-to  all 
others  of  his  fubjefts  that  had  within  feven  years  paft  traded  to  the  Canaries^  to  the  value  of 
one  thoufand  pounds  yearly  ;  and  alfo  to  all  others  who  Ihould  be  admitted  :  whereby  they 
were  conftituted  a  body  politic,  and  were  to  enjoy  the  fole  trade,  thither,  under  a  governor, 
deputy  governor,  and  twelve  afliftants.  The  grounds  for  this  charter,  as  fet  forth  in  its 
preamble  were,  "  that  the  trade  to  the  Canary  Ifles  was  formerly  of  greater  advantage  to  the 
"  King's  fubjefts  than  at  this  time.  That,  by  reafon  of  the  too  much  accefs  and  trading  of 
'♦*  fubjcfts  thither,  our  merchandize  was  decreafed  in  its  value,  and  the  Canary  wines,  on  the 
"  other  hand,  were  increafed  to  double  their  former  value :  fo  that  the  King's  fubjefts  were 
**  forced  to  carry  filver  and  bullion  thither  to  get  wines  :  and  that  all  this  was  owing  to  want 
*'  of  regulation  in  trade."  The  word,  regulation  was,  in  thofe  days,  much  ufed,  but  little 
underftood,  and  often  ill-applied. 

This  Company,  in  fpite  of  the  non  objfante  in  its  charter  to  the  ftatute  of  Monopolies,  had 
juclgment  given  againft  it,  in  the  year  1667,  when  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  in  an  addrefs 
to  the  King,  thanked  him  for  revoking  its  patent.  And  the  third  article  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons's  impeachment  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon,  direftly  charges  him  with  hav- 
ing received  great  fums  of  money,  for  procuring. this  and  other  illegal  patents. 

In  this  fame  year  1665,  (according  to  the  fupplement  to  PufFendorfs  Introduftion  to  the 
Hiftory  of  Europe)  the  ftate  of  Genoa  made  its  firft  attempt  for  a  treaty  of  commerce  with 
Turkey,  by  their  envoy  going  thither,  under  the  proteflion  of  Count  Lefley,  the  Imperial 
ambaflador,  though  much  oppofed  by  that  of  France.  But,  fays  De  Mailly,  vol.  iir.  L  17. 
in  fpite  of  all  their  endeavours  they  were  not  able  to  put  off  a  fufficiency  of  their  woollen 
cloth*  in  the  goodnefs  of  which  they  were  excelled  by  the  Englifli  and  Dutch;  nor  of  their 
filver  coin  of  five  fols,  (counterfeited  from  the.  French  coin  of  that  name,  then  in  great  credir 
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J665  in  Turkey)  which  the  Turks  named  Themlns,  to  fupport  the  cxpence  end  dignity  of  thrir 
lefident  at  Conftantinople,  and  their  conful  at  Smyrna :  fo  that  this  attempt  proved  abortive. 
They  again  made  a  frefh  attempt  for  this  purpofe,  in  the  year  1675,  which  alfo  proved  abor- 
tive ;  and  we  have  not  heard,  that  they  have  fince  ever  attempted  it.  Th€  Genocfe,  in  their 
above-named  firft  attempt,  took  advantage  of  the  affiftance  which  France  had  afforded  to  the 
Emperor  in  Hungary,  and  to  the  Venetians,  in  defence  of  Candia.  Yet,  though  thofe  aids 
made  a  difference  between  France  and  the  Ottoman  Porte  for  a  while,  Lewis  the  Fourteenth 
found  means,  in  the  year  1673,  to  renew  his  commerce  with  Turkey;  which  Colbert  began, 
in  this  fame  year  1665,  ferioufly  to  think  of,  though  retarded  for  the  laft-named  reafons. 

4666  The  war  between  England  and  Holland  continuing,  the  fleet  of  the  former,  under  Prince 
Rupert  and  the  Duke  of  Albemarle,  fought  the  Dutch  Admiral  De  Ruyter  for  four  days  fuc- 
ceflively ;  in  which  conflicts  the  Englifh  are  faid  to  have  loft  twenty-three  fliips,  and  fix  thou- 
fand  men  killed,  with  the  Admirals  Sir  William  Berkeley  and  Sir  Chriftopher  Mynes;  belidc 
two  thoufand  fix  hundred  men  taken  prifoners  by  the  Datch,  who  allege,  that  they  lofl  only 
fix  fhips,  two  thoufand  eight  hundred  foldiers,  and  eighty  feamen,  befide  three  of  their  Ad- 
mirals, and  fcveral  officers. 

In  Auguft,  this  fame  year,  another  fea  fight  gave  England  the  advantage  :  and,  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, the  French  joined  the  Dutch  with  thirty-fix  fhips,  in  hopes  to  ruin  the  Englifli 
^rade  in  thofe  parts,  A  French  fquadron  Hkewifc  joining  the  Dutch  fleet  near  Dunkirk, 
obliged  ours  to  retire,  with  tlie  lofs  of  one  of  our  fifty  gu'n  fhips.  Thefe  terrible  conffiAs  arc 
very  varioufly  reprefented  by  the  writers  of  the  oppofite  nations,  and,  in  fome  refpefts,  by 
different  Englifh  writers. 

"  The  vain  and  ridiculous  competition  between  England  and  Holland,"  as  Voltaire  terms 
it,  in  his  age  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  **  for  the  honour  of  the  flag ;  and  alfo  concerning  the 
*'  commerce  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  having  kindled  the  war  between  thofe  two  nations-,  King 
•'  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  of  France  with  pleafure  beheld  them  deftroying  each  otlier,  by  the 
*'  moft  obftinate  fea  flights  that  had  been  ever  feen  before  in  any  age  of  the  world :  all  the 
**  fruits  whereof,"  as  the  fame  author  juftly  remarks,  **  were  merely  the  weakening  of  both 
**  nations. — Thus,"  fays  he,  "  the  fovereignty  of  the  feas  was  for  fome  time  divided  between 
*•  thofe  two  nations,  and  the  art  of  fhip  building,  and  of  employing  them  in  commerce  and 
«*  in  war,  was  perfeSly  known  only  by  them.  France,  under  Richlieu's  Miniftry,  efteemed 
**  herfelf  powerful  at  fea,  becaufe  that  of  fixty  fhips  then  in  her  ports,  fhe  could  put  to  fea 
•*  about  thirty,  of  which  only  one  carried  feventy  cannon.  Ur^der  Mazarine,  the  few  fhips 
•*  we  (France)  had,  were  purchafed  of  the  Dutch. — W^werc  in  want  of  officers,  failors,  ma-* 
*'  nufaftures ;  and,  in  fliort,  of  every  thing  needful  for  fhipping. — In  the  year  1664  and  1665, 
**  whilft  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  covered  the  oc5*an  with  near  three  hundred  large  fhips  of  war; 
**  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  had  not  then  above  fifteen  or  fixteen  of  the  lowefl  rates. — But 
•*  Lewis  ufed  his  utmoft  efforts  to  efface  the  fhame  thereof  in  the  moft  fudden  and  cffeftual 
**  manner." 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Englifh  colony  in  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftophers,  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
was  overpowered  by  that  of  France,  in  the  ^lid  ifle,  and  they  were  entirely  difpoflfefled  of  all 
their  plantations,  which  however  were  reftored  four  years  after.  It  was  furely  very  ill-judged 
in  both  nations  to  plant  on  the  fame  fmall  ifland ;  which  however  was  not  entirely  remedied, 
until,  by  the  treaty  ^f  Utrecht,  France  yielded  up  the  whole  to  Great  Britain  far  ever. 

In 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OP      THE     ORIGIN     OF     COMMERCE.  487 

1666  In  the  fafd  eighteenth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  an  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  ii.  dc-. 
daring  that  the  penalties  of  the  ftatute  of  the  fifteenth  of  that  King,  cap.  viii.  already  recited, 
not  being  found  cflfcftual  for  preventing  the  importation  of  foreign  live  cattle,  it  was  enafted, 
«*  I.  That  the  continuance  of  any  importation  either  of  lean  or  fat  cattle,  dead  or  alive,  is 
<*  not  only  unneceffary,  but  alfo  very  deftruftive  to  the  welfare  of  this  kingdom :  and  it  was 
«*  further  enafted,  that  fuch  importation  thenceforth  fhall  be  deemed  a  public  common  nuif- 
<<  ance :  "  and  that  all  great  cattle,  Iheep,  fwine,  beef,  pork,  or  bacon,  imported,  except  for 
^  neceflary  provifions,  fhall  be  forfeited."  Sir  William  Petty,  in  his  Political  Survey  of 
Ireland,  fays,  "  that  before  this  ftatute  took  place,  three  fourths  of  Ireland's  foreign  trade  was 
•*  with  England,  but  fince  not  one  fourth  part  of  the  fame." 

"  II.  And  for  the  better  encouragement  of  the  fifhery  of  this  kingdom,  it  was  hereby  en- 
•*  afted,  that  if  any  Hng,  herring,  cod,  or  pilchard,  frelh  or  falted,  dried  or  bloated ;  or  any 
♦*  falmons,  eels,  or  congers,  taken  by  any  foreigners,  fhall  be  imported,  uttered,  or  fold  in 
"  England,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  any  perfon  to  feize  the  fame ;  half  for  his  own  ufe,  the  other 
"  half  for  the  poor  of  the  parifh.  Provifo,  That  fix  hundred  head  of  black  cattle,  of  the 
^  breed  of  the  Ifle  of  Man,  may  annually  be  imported,  at  Chefter  only." 

This  aft  to  continue  for  feven  years,  and  to  the  end  of  the  firft  feflion  of  the  next  Parlia- 
ment :  prolonged  and  further  ftrengthened  by  the  twentieth  of  the  faid  King,  cap.  vii. 

And  by  an  aft  of  the  thirty-fecond  of-  the  faid  King,  cap.  ii.  this  aft  is  further  continued 
and  extended  to  mutton,  lamb,  butter,  and  cheefe,  from  Ireland ;  yet,  by  reafon  of  a  late 
Tery  great  dearth  of  provifions,  in  the  year  1757,  an  aft  of  Parliament  allowed  the  importa- 
tion of  falted  beef,  pork,  and  butler,  from  Ireland. 

Concerning  ihefe  laws,  for  prohibiting  the  importation  of  Irifh  cattle,  many  people  think 
them  in  general  to  be  hurtful;  and  that  it  would  be  wifer  to  fufFer  the  Irifh  to  be  employed" 
in  breeding  and  fattening  of  their  black  cattle  for  us,  than  to  turn  their  lands  into  fhcep  walks 
as  at  prefent ;  in  confequence  of  which  they  are  enabled,  in  fpite  of  all  our  laws  to  the  con- 
trary,  to  fupply  foreign  nations  withjheir  wool,  to  our  very  great  detriment.  Of  this  opi- 
nion was  the  great  Sir  William  Temple,  in  his  Mifcellanies,  the  fecond  edition,  oftavo,  pub- 
Kfhed  in  the  year  168 1,  and  later  experience  has  confirmed  it. 

In  the  faid  eighteenth  year  of  that  King,  by  a  ftatute,  cap.  iv.  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
woollen  manufaftures  of  England,  it  was  enafted,  *•  that  no  perfon  fhould  be  buried  in  any 
"  fhirt,.  fhift,  or  fheet,  made  of,  or  mingled  with  flax,  hemp,  filk,  hair^  gold  or  filveri  or 
**  other  than  what  fhall  be  made  of  wool  only, — upon  forfeiture  of  five  pounds  to  the  poor  of 
^  the  parifh,  towards  a  ftock  or  work  houfe  for  their  employment." 

t^  This  is  certainly  a  wife  and  falutary  law,  as  it  is  a  means  of  confuming  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  our  flight  woollen  manufaftures.  Yet  fuch  is  the  vanity  of  too  many,  that  they 
will  rather  pay  the  penalty  than  be  inftrumental  in  promoting  our  own  moft  important  ma* 
jiufafture. 

Another  good  law  was  made  in  this  fame  eighteenth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Second 
cap.  v.  for  encouraging  of  the  coinage  of  gold  and  filver :  whereby  both  natives  and  foreigners 
were  entitled  *'  to  receive  out  of  the  mint  an  equal  quantity  of  our  gold  and  filver  coin  for 
•*  what  crown  gold  or  fterling  filver  they  fhould  bring  thither  :  and  in  the  fame  proportion  for 
"  over  or  under  finenefs :  without  any  expence  whatever  to  the  bringers  of  the  fame  to  the 
**  mint.  The  expence  of  which  coinage  was  now  to  be  defrayed  by  a  tax  on  wines,  fpirits, 
^  vinegar,  cyder,  and  beer  imported," 
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x666  The  ifland  of  Antigua,  or  Antcgo,  one  of  the  Caribbees,  in  the  Weft  Indian  feas,  about 
twenty  miles  in  length  and  almoft  as  broad,  by  re<vfon  of  its  having  no  frelh  w»itcr  brooks,  and 
at  that  time  fcarcely  any  fprings  of  water,  was  for  a  long  time  deemed  almoft  uninhabitable  i 
and  it  was  probably  for  that  rcafon,  that  fome  Enghlh  families,  from  its  neighbouring  iflc  of 
St.  Chriftophers,  who  had  fettled  thereon  about  the  year  1632,  foon  defcrtcd  it  agnin  :  y£t  llie 
Lord  Willoughby  de  Parhara,  having  obtained  a  grant  of  it  from  King  Charles  the  Second, 
in  the  year  1663,  planted  a  colony  on  it,  in  this  year  1666  :  fince  which  time  it  has  profpered 
extremely,  being  the  beft  Englifh  colony  of  the  Caribbees,  next  after  Barbadoes  and  St. 
Chriftophers. 

Antigua  is  well  known  for  pofleffing  the  beft  harbours  in  all  tlic  Catibbec  ifles ;  though  it 
is  fomewhat  dangerous  coming  into  them  without  a  Ikilful  commander  who  is  well  acquainted 
with  the  rocks  round  the  ifland  :  it  is  much  troubled  with  hurricanes,  often  doing  confider- 
able  damage  on  fhore,  as.well  as  on  the  adjacent  feas.  It  is  now  well  fortified  at  proper  dif- 
tances  ;  and,  by  means  of  tanks  or  cifterns,  the  inhabitants  make  a  tolerable  fhift  to  fupply 
themfelves  with  rain  water,  when  their  wells  fail.  They  raife  and  fend  home  to  Britain  great 
quantities  of  fugar,  rum,  and  molofles,  and  many  of  thcir  planters  bring  over  with  them  very 
confideiable  eftates  to  fettle  finally  in  Britain.  Yet,  for  want  of  a  fufficiency  of  frefli  water, 
it  is  a  confiderable  inconvenience,  tliat  tlieir  (hipping  are  obliged  to  take  in  thcir  water  at  the 
ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher. 

The  moft  extenfivc  .and  dreadful  jEonflagratlon  that  ever  happened  to  ^the  city  of  London, 
broke  out  this  year,  on  the  fccond  of  September,  burning  no  lefs  than  thirteen  thoufand  two 
hundred  houfes,  and  moft  of  its  churches  and  corporation  halk  :  the  damage  fuftained  by  this 
•terrible  accident,  has  been  ufually  computed  to  amount  to  ten  millions  fterling.  So  vaft  a  lofs 
of  merchandize,  treafure,  plate,  and  houfhold  furniture,  and  fo  imracnjTe  an  expence  for  re- 
building that  city,  in  a  more  beautiful,  convenient,  and  fubftantial  manner  than  it  ever  was 
before,  was  undoubtedly  a  great  fliock  and  obftruftion,  for  fome  time,  to  the  commerce  of 
London  ;  yet  the  noble  city,  by  redoubling  its  diligence,  did  in  a  few  years  recover  its  priftinc 
foreign  and  domeftic  trade;  and  has  fince  fo  very  much  increafed  it  in  both.thofe  refpefls, 
as  to  be  beyond  all  doubt,  at  prcfent,  the  greateft  commercial  city  in  the  known  world. 

By  the  aidoftwo  a£ts  of  Parliament,  it  was  fooner  andmore  beautifully  rebuilt  than  could 
have  been  fe^fonably  exp eftcd,  confidcrjn^  the  great  neceffity  there  was  for  dilpatch,  for  ac- 
comnoodating  merchants  and  tradecs. 

Since  that  terrible  conflagration,  the  increafe  of  oxir  foreign  commerce,  and  of  our  home 
manufaftures,  has  been  fo  great,  that  the  fuburbs  of  that  city,  as  well  as  the  adjacent  villages 
and  hamlets,  have  fo  vaftly  increafed,  as  (in  point  of  magnitude,  though  not  of  wealth)  to 
vie  with,  and,  taken  together,  even  to  furpafs  the  city  itfelf.  Particularly  the  vaft  increafe  of 
the  hamlet  of  Spital-fields  occafions  furprize  to  all  who  know,  or  have  heard  from  their  friends, 
of  but  one  or  two  generations  backward,  that  almoft  all  that  fpace  of  ground  running  from 
Artillery-lane,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Bifhopfgate-ftreet,  quite  down  to  Shoreditch  church ;  next, 
turning  eaftward  towards  Bethnal  Green,  and  then  fouth-eaftward  quite  to  Whitechapel  road, 
containing  by  common  eftimation  between  three  and  four  hundred  acres  of  ground,  fliould 
have,  fince  then,  been  built  up  into  almoft  numberlefs  ftrects,  lanes,  alleys,  and  courts,  filled 
with  induftrious  manufafturers,  chiefly  of  the  filk  kind  ;  and  of  trades  depending  thereon,  t5 
the  amount  perhaps  of  above  one  hundred  thoufand  people,  where  probably  not  one  finglc 
jioufe  ftood  little  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago. 
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16&6  Another  vaft  incrcafc  of  buildings,  on  new  foundations,  is  the  great  number  of  ftreets  con- 
tained within  the  compafs  of  ground  Hill  called  Goodman's-Fields,  with  Wellclofe-Square, 
RatcHfF-Highway,  and  the  adjacent  flreets. 

Northward,  there  is  the  grcatcft  part  of  the  village  of  Hoxton  built  on,  (ince  about  the  year 
1688  ;  and  all  about  Old-Street,  on  each  fide,  and  up  to  Iflington  Road,  to  a  place  where  a 
wind  mill  flood,  ftill  called  Mount  Mill.  The  fine  and  extenfive  ftreet  of  Hatton-Garden,  on 
the  fitc  of  the  fingle  houfc  and  garden  of  the  Lord  Hatton,  the  great  number  of  alleys  in  and 
about  Saffron  Hill,  formerly  called  the  Biihop  of  Ely's  vineyard,  Brook- Street,  Greville- 
Street,  &c.  where  formerly  flood  Lord  Brook's  houfe  and  garden,  as  were  alfo  all  the  flreets 
from  the  Strand  down  to  the  Thames,  formerly  only  noblemeas  houfes  and  gardens. 

Weftward,  there  is  a  vaft  range  of  buildings  erefted  on  Red-Lion  Fields,,  near  Holborn, 
on  which  ground  now  flands  Red-Lion  Square,  and  Red-Lion  Street,  and  many  other  flreets . 
built  in  and  fincc  the  reign  of  James  the  Second,  quite  up  to  Bloomfbury  Square,  otherwife 
called  Southampton  Square,  and  thence  to  the  town,  as  it  was  then  called,  of  St.  Giles  iu 
the  Fields,  formerly  a  detached  village,  all  the  vacancy  of  which  was  built  fmce  1680. 

More  weftward  and  fouth-weftward  ftill,  all  the  buildings  of  the  ftreet  named  Long-acre,  up 
to  the  place  now  called  Seven  Dials  :  Covent-Garden,  and  its  neighbourhood,  were  built  up 
in  the  reigns  of  King  Charles  the  Firft  and  Second,  though  fome  part  of  it  in  tlic  memory  of 
many  ftill  living.  And,  northward  from  Leiccfter  Fields  and  St.  Martin's  Lane,  up  to  Soho 
and  St.  Giles's  Road ;  and  weftward,  to  the  farther  end  of  Piccadilly ;  and  from  the  north  fiJe  of 
Piccadilly,  up  to  Tyburn  Road,including  Soho  (otherwife  named  King's)  Square,  and  Gol- 
den Square;  and,  on  the  fouthfide  of  Piccadilly,  St.  James's  Square,  Pall-mall,  St.  James's- 
5trcet,  Arlington  Street,  &c.     All  which  were  pafturc-grounds  till  about  the  year  1680. 

In  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  ftridlly  fo  called,  fince  the  year  1688,  there  has  been  a  great  in- 
crcafc of  buildings  towards  Tothill  Fields,  &c.  befide  the  fuperb  ftrccts,  in  our  days,  ercfted 
in  the  purlieus  of  the  new  bridge  there. 

Laftly,  fince  the  acceflion  of  our  prefent  illuftrious  royal  family  to  the  throne  of  thefe  realms, 
there  is  fo  great  an  addition  made  to  the  weftcrn  fuburbs,  where  ftand  New  Bond-Street,  and 
the  other  ftreets  adjoining  to  the  fine  fquares  called  Hanover,  Cavendilli,  Grofvenor,  and 
Berkeley  Squares,  as  alone  would  conftitute  a  confiderable  and  beautiful  city :  and  a  confider- 
able  addition  has  been  alfo  made  in  the  proper  city  of  Weftminfter  ;  befide  the  great  additions 
made  to  the  nearly-adjoining  villages  of  Paddington,  Chelfea,  Knightfbridge,  and  KenfiiT^- 
ton,  weftward ;  and  Marybone,  Iflington,  and  Newington,  northward ;  and,  more  eminently, 
to  the  famous  village  of  Hackney,  north-eaftward  ;  and  alfo,  eaftward,  to  Mile-End,  Bow  and 
Stratford,  Wapping  and  Limchoufe  ;  and  a  new  town,  growing  gradually  up,  fouth  of  the 
Thames,  from  the  fine  bridges  of  Weftminfter  and  Blackfriars,  in  St.  George's  Fields,  Lam- 
beth, Newington  Butts,  Kennington,  &c.  and  at  Stockwell  and  Clapham ;  befide  the  m;kny 
ftreets  built  on  the  marfli-grounds  of  Rotherliithe  and  Deptford,  and  alfo  at  Greenwich. 

Whither  indeed  can  we  turn  or  caft  our  eyes,  eaft,  weft,  fouth,  or  north,  where  there  are 
not  great  improvements  on  new  foundations,  adjoining  to,  and  occafioncd  by  the  jmmenfe 
commerce  of  the  ancient  and  noble  mercantile  city  of  London  ? 

Befbre  the  faid  great  conflagration  of  the  year  1666  happened,  the  ftreets  were  very  narrow, 
fo  as  in  many  of  them  the  garrets  on  each  fide  projedcd  very  near  each  other,  the  houfes  being 
almoft  wholly  of  timber,  lath,  and  plaifter,  om  ftory  ftill  projefting  furtlier  than  the  next 
iowcr  one.     Wherefore,  in  order  to  widen  many  of  the  more  pubhc  ftreets,  after  this  groat 
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i666  difafter,  there  were  two  extci^ve  afts^of  Parliament  palled,  cap.  ii.  and  iii.  of  the  ninctcenlb^ 
year  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  for  determining,  in  a  {ununary  way,  the  ground  and 
bounds  of  houfes  and  flreets  to  be  rebuilt  in  London  ;  and  many  great  alterations  were  made 
for  the  better,  in  the  width  of  ftrcets  and  lanes,  as  in  the  famous  ftreets  of  Fleet-Street,  Lud- 
gate-Hill,  Ludgate- Street,  St.  Paul's  Church- Yard,  Cheapfidc,  Newgate-Street,  the  Poultry, 
Grace-church- Street,  Thames-Street,  Old  Fifh-Street;  and  from  Cheapfide  to  the  Thames, 
then  a  poor,  narroW,  and  crooked  lane,  called  Soper-Lane,  now  Queen-Street :  a  fine  new 
ftreet  from  Cheapfide  up  to  Guildhall,  called  King-Street,  there  being  no  other  coach-way 
thither  before  the  fire  but  down  Laurence-Lane.  Thames-Street  was  rai&d  three  feet,  to  pre- 
vent inundations.  Conduits,  blocking  up  ftreets,  were  removed ;  and  alfo  feveral  middle 
TOWS  of  houfes  in  many  parts.  The  new  and  widened  ftreets  were  to  be  at  leaft  twenty- 
four  feet  in  breadth.  Hereby  alfo  we  learn,  that  the  water-houfe  adjoining  to  London-bridge^- 
had  fupplied  the  fouth  fide  of  the  city  with  water,  for  almoft  a  hundred  years  preceding.— 
From  Mincing-Lane  down  a  new  way  to  the  Cuftom-Houfc,  as  may  be  feen-in  the  faid  aft, 
cap.  iii.  feveral  other  ftreets,  now  paflable  by  coaches,  were  only  foot  way  thorougbferes,,  as 
Princes- Street,  near  the  new  Manfion-Houfe  ;  others  were  only  open  by  mean  gate-ways,  as 

r  Shoe-Lane,  &c.  and  fome,  as  Bartholomew-Lane,  behind  the  Royal  Exchange,  had  no  ex* 

iftence  at  all. 

In  order  to  widen  the  more  pubKc ftreets,  much  ground,  before  built  on,  was  fet  apart; 
fuch  as  middle  rows  of  houfes  ianiany  ftireets,  now  quite  clear  of  fuch  nuifances,  and  gitc- 

?  ways  turned  into  open  ftreets  :  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  known,  that  many  of  the  great  mer- 

chants houfes,  and  city-hallsj  ftood  on  much  more  ground  than  at  prefent,  with  gardens  and 
large  court-yards :  fo  that,  according  to  ibme  opinions,  there  were  near  four  thoufand  more 
houfes  erefted  after  this  conflagration  than  had  been  in  the  city  before,  and  that,  confequently^ 
there  are  more  people  in  it.  Thus,  for  a  few  inftanccs,  the  famous  Exchange- A  Hey,  on 
which  fo  confiderable  a  number  of  of  capital  tenements  now  ftand,  was,  till  that  period,  only 
one  fingle  merchant's  houfe  and  garden,  running  betwen  the  ftrcets  of  Cornhill  and  Lom- 
bard-Street: and  the  like  of  Sweeting's-Alley,  at  the  eaft-end  of  the  Royal  Exchange.  All 
Grolby-Square,  though  not  then  burnt  down,  was,  it  feems,  only  the  houfe  and  garden  of 
Sir  James  Langham,  a  merchant.  The  fame  might  be  faid  of  Princes- Street,  Copthall-^ 
Court,  Angel-Court,,  and  Warneford-Court,  in  Throgmorton-Street,  and  of  King's-Arms- 
Yard  in  Coleman-Street,  formerly  fingle  houfes,  now  containing  many  eminent  merchants 
and  traders- habitations:  Devonfhire-Square,.  with  the  adjoining  back-ftrcets  and  alleys,  were 
all  built  on  the  Earl  of  Devonfhire's  houfe  and  garden  ;  as  were  Bridgewater-Squarc  and  ad- 
joining ftreets,  on  that  of  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater's,  burnt  down  in  the  year  1687. 

The  ground^plots  of  many  other  of  the  great  houfes  of  the  nqbility  and  great  merchants 
have  had  the  like  improvements;  fome  few  before  this  great  fire,  thougb  moftly  fince:  fuch 
as  Prince  Rupert's,  in  Barbican;  the  Duchefs  of  Suffolk's,  in  Alderfgate- Street;  where  two 
others  ftill  remain  entire,  viz.  the  Earl  of  Shaftefbury's  and  the  BiiKop  of  London's  palaces: 
the  Biftiop  of  Winchefter's,  in  Winchefter-Street,  &c.  All  which,  though  happening  in  vari- 
ous periods  of  time,  we  have  thrown  together  in.  this  place,  that  we  may.  not  any  more  have 
recourfe  to  them  hereafter. 

In  this  fame  year  1666,  Captain  Sayle,  in  the  fervice  of  the  new  colony  of  Carolina,  in  his 
way  thither,  was  by  ftorm  driven  on  the  fhore  of  the  ifle  of  Providence,  the  chief  of  the  Ba- 
hama or  Lucaya  iflands ;  and  on  his  return  to  England,  with  a  report  of  the  condition  of  thofe 
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1666  iftes,  t)n  which,  as  we  have  feen,  fome  EnglilTi  had  fettled  long  "before,  but  afterwards  were 
driven  out  by  the  Spaniards,  in  i64i>  King  Charles  the  Second  now  granted  a  patent  to  the 
lords  proprietors  of  Carolina  of  the  faid  iilands. 

The  ifle  of  Providence  lies  in  the  midft  of  fome  hundreds,  great  and  fnaall,  of  dangeroufly 
fituated  ifles,  from  latitude  twenty-two  to  twenty-feven  north  of  the  ifle  of  Cuba,*  and  eaft  of 
the  coaft  of  Florida  ;  the  greater  part  of  them  we  of  very  little  value,  and  more  remarkable  for 
frequent  fhipwrccks,  whfcn  Ihips  chance  to  be  driven  amongft  them  by  ftrefs  of  weather,  and  the 
tempeftuoufnefs  of  thofe  feas,  than  for  any  material  benefit  they  can  afford  us  in  time  of  peace, 
as  lying  feveral  hundred  miles  out  of  the  ufual  courfe  of  otw  fhips  to  or  from  any  of  our  planta*- 
tions.  Yet,  when  we  are  at  war  with  other  European  nations,  who  have  colonies  in  Ameri- 
ca, our  privateers  may  be  ufefully  employed  thereabout,  as  alfo  our  fmaller  fhips  ot  war,  which 
the  port  of  Naffau,  in  Providence  Ifle,  can  well  receive  ;  by  which,  and  by  a  royal  fquadron 
ilationed  at  Port  Royal  in  Carolina,  the  Spanifti  plate  fleets  from  the  Havanna,  in  time  of 
war,  might 'be  more  cafily  intercepted,  than  by  any  fleet  at  Jamaica;  which  Captain  Rogers, 
Governor  of  Providence,  clearly  explained  to  our  government  in  the  year  1728.  It  has,  for 
fuch  rcafons,  been  judged  proper  to  fortify  Providence  Ifle,  which  has  alfo  a  regular  govern*- 
mem :  for  fliould  it  be  poflefled  by  any  other  nation,  it  might  be  a  means  of  greatly  injuring 
our  American  commerce.  It  lies  in  twenty-five  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  is  about  twen^ 
ty-eight  miles  in  length,  and  eleven  miles  in  breadth.  Spain's  jealoufy  of  our  poffefling  it, 
fo  near  to  the  Havanna,  occafioned  their  furprifing  the  Englifli  there,  as  related  in  the  yeat 
1641,  burning  their  habitations,  and  murdering  the  Goverrror  ^,  fo  that  it  remained  a  defart, 
till  refettled  in  1666 ;  but  was  foon  after  again  negleftcd  or  defcrtcd  till  about  the  year  1690, 
when  the  faid  Lords  proprietors  once  more  repeopled  it,  and  appointed  them  a  governor. 

In  Queen  Anne's  war,  in  1703,  the  French  and  Spaniards  utterly  wafted  and  depopulated 
the  ifle  of  Providence,  driving  out  the  Englifli,  carrying  off  their  negroes,  &c^  and  demolifli- 
ing  our  fort  of  Naflau  ;  and  fo  it  remained  till  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Firft ;  when  our 
Houfe  of  Lords  addrefltd  that  King,  to  replant  and  refortify  the  Bahama  Ifles,  where  pirates 
then  had  their  ufual  retreat.  Whereupon,  in  the  year  17 18,  Captain  Woods  Rogers  was  fent 
Regal  Governor  to  Providente,  to  whom  the  pirates  for  the  moft  part  fubmitt«d,  and  accepted 
of  our  King's  pardon ;  and  it  has  ever  fince  remained  a  regal  colony,  where  there  is  a  fmall 
town,  named  Naffau,  with  two  good  and  well  defigned  forts,  ere^ed  in  1745,  fo  as  to  be  now 
in  a  very  good  ftate  of  defence  againft  any  enemy.  And,  befide  this  principal  ifland  of  Pro- 
vidence, there  are  fmail  Britifli  fettlements  on  Harbour  Ifland,  und  on  Eleuthera,  and  a  fe^ 
families  on  forac  other  of  thofe  iflands,  who  join  with  the  reft  6f  the  ifles  in  the  choice  of 
twenty  aflcmbly-men  to  reprefent  them  all.  Thofe  ifles  abound  with  many  forts  of  good, 
and  fome  very  uncommon  timbers ;  and  with  plenty  of  ftones  and  lime  :  on  Exunia,  there  is 
excellent  fait ;  and  they  have  made  fomeefliys  at  fugar  canes.  The  whole  white  people  ia 
thofe  ifles  were  lately  faid  to  be  about  two  thoufand  in  ntimber  ;  but  the  condition  of  fuch. 
kind  of  places  is  ufually  fo  fluftuating,  more  efpecially  in  time  of  war,  that  we  can  fay  little 
more  of  them  at  prefent. 

By  a  ftate  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company's  affairs,  publiflied  in  this  fame  year^  it  appears ' 
that  their  fettlement  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was,  even  fo  early,  in  a  pretty  good  condition  5 
their  garrifon  confifted  of  five  hundred  men,  and  their  new  fort  was  near  compleatcd  :  they  in- 
deed complained  of  fome  want  of  flaves  for  the  cultivation  of  their  lands  i  but  their  vines  and 
"  olive  trees  profpcrcd  very  well, 
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i6C6  Wheat  was,  111  this  year,  at  one  pound  fixtcen  fhilHngs  per  quarter,  according  to  the  Chro* 
nicon  Preciofum,— a  great  bleffing  amidll  the  terrible  calamity  of  the  great  conflagration  at 
London. 
1667  What  Alderman  Cockayne  had  fruitlefsly  attempted  for  fevcn  years  together,  viz.  from 
1667  to  1608,  was,  in  the  year  1667,  cafily  cfFefted  by  making  ufe  of  proper  workmen,  and 
taking  other  prudent  meafures.  For,  one  Brewer,  from  the  Netherlands,  came  over  to  Eng- 
land, with  his  fervants,  and  had  due  eiKouragement  from  the  crown  for  inftruaing.our  people 
in  the  dying  and  drefling  of  our  fincft  white  woollen  cloths,  which  were  confeq.uentLy  brought 
to  the  greateft  perfeftion  before  their  exportation. 

Since  Captain  Fox's  and  Captain  James's  attempts  for  a  north-weft  paflagc,  through  Hud- 
fon's  Bay,  to  China,  in  the  years  1631  and  1633,  we  hear  of  no  more  until  the  year  1667, 
when  feveral  perfons  of  worth  and  diftin£lion,  who  had  been,  for  fome  years  before,  confult- 
ing  about  that  voyage  and  difcovery,  fitted  out  a  fhip  with  merchandize  from  London,  under 
the  command  of  one  Captain  Gillam,  who  pafled  through  Hudfon's  Streights,  and  fo  into 
Baffin's  Bay,  as  far  as  feventy-five  degrees  northward  ;  next,  he  failed  as  far  fouthas  fifty-one 
degrees,  odd  minutes,  where,  in  the  river  he  named  after  Prince  Rupert,  one  of  the  adventu- 
rers, he  built  Charles's  Fort,  the  firft  we  ever  had  in  Hudfon's  Bay  :  indeed,  he  was  thefirft 
that  ever  praftifed  any  thing  like  real  commerce  in  that  bay.  Gillam  carried  with  him  two 
Frenchmen  who  had  lived  at  Quebec  in  Canada,  and  who,  upon  the  information  of  an  In- 
dian there,  that  the  French,  by  travelling  further  north,  would  come  to  the  bottom  of  a  great 
bay  or  fea,  had  gone  home  to  France,  to  folicit  fhips  to  fail  into  Hudfon's  Bay,  but  their  pro- 
pofal  being  flighted  by  the  French  court,  our  Ambaflador  there  picked  them  up,  and  fcnttheni 
to  England,  where  the  noble  adventurers  employed  them  as  above. 

The  parties  at  war  againft  England,  viz.  France  and  Holland,  being  willing  to  treat  of  a 
peace,  their  plenipotentiaries  meeting,  this  year,  at  Breda,  a  peace  between  England  and  France 
was  concluded  :  by  which  the  latter  yielded  up  to  England  all  their  part  of  the  ifle-of  St.  Chrif- 
topher,  together  with  tiie  ifles  of  Antigua  and  Montferrat.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Engliffi 
court,  not  then  knowing  or  duly  weighing  the  importance  of  the  country  of  Acadia,  or  Aca* 
die,  part  of  Nova  Scotia,  yielded  the  fame  up  to  France. 

At  the  faid  place,  and  in  the  fame  year,  a  treaty  was  concluded  between  England  and  Hol- 
land ;  by  which  it  was  agreed,  that  both  parties  Ihould  retain  what  they  then  pofleflcd.  But, 
before  it  was  quite  concluded  and  figjaed,  the  King,  imagining  the  peace  to  be  certain,  (fome 
fay  too,  for  faving  the  money  granted  by  Parliament,  for  lefs  valuable  ends)  omitted  to  fit  out 
his  principal  fleet  to  fea ;  the  Dutch,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  French  court,  fent  over  Dc 
Ruyter  with  feventy  fliips  of  war,  who,  entering  the  mouth  of  the  river  Thames,  took  the 
fort  of  Sheemefs,  which  he  blew  up  with  a  great  quantity  of  naval  and  military  ftorcs,  &c. 
From  thence,  fending  Van  Ghent  with  part  of  his  fleet  up  the  river  Medway,  to  Chatham, 
where  many  of  our  capital  fliips  lay,  he  burned  four,  the  Dutch  fay  fix,  of  them,  and  brought 
off  the  hull  of  the  Royal  Charles  i  but  two  or  three  of  the  Dutch  fliips  running  a-ground,  he 
caufed  them  to  be  burned,  to  prevent  them  falling  into  our  hands  ;  and  fo  returned  in  triumph* 
to  his  own  coaft.  But  as  .the  peace  was  now  too  far  gone  to  break  it  ofi;  it  was  foon  after 
figned. — We  fliall  here  only  further  take  notice,  that  the  fort  at  Sheerncfs  has  fincc  been  re- 
built in  fo  fubftantial  and  judicious  a  manner,  as  will  probably  prevent  any  fuch  daring  at- 
tempt hereafter. 

Yet  this  difafter,  did,  at  this  time,  create  great  une^finefs  araongft  the  Londoners,  and 
more  efpecially  in  the  people  who  had  trufted  the  London  goldfmiths  with  money,  at  a  mode- 
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1667  rate  intereft  ;  which  money,  the  faid  goldfmiths.had  advanced  to  the  King,  at  a  much  higher 

intereft,  on  the  fecurity  of  his  revenue,  as  it  Ihould  come  in;  the  creditors  of  thefe  bankers 
being  juftly  apprehenfive  left  a  fudden  ftop  fhould  be  put  to  their  payments  at  the  Exchequer. 
The  King  therefore,  in  order  to  quiet  this  uneafinefs  in  the  people,  who  were  continually  de- 
manding their  money  of  the  faid  goldfmiths  or  bankers,  iffued  his  declaration  for  preferving 
inviolably  the  courfe  of  payments  in  his  Exchequer,  both  with  regard  to  principal  and  inte- 
reft: although,  in  lefs  thaa  five  years,  we  fliall  fee,  tloat  he  abfolutcly  difregarded  this  folemn 
declaration. 

At  the  faid  treaty  of  Breda,  tlie  EngUfhminifters,  at  firft,  infifted  on  the  Dutch  Eaft  India 
Company's  reftoring  the  fpice  ifle  of  Poleron ;  Cromwell  had  indeed  obliged  them,  in  the  year 
1-654,  to  rcftore  it :  yet  the  Dutch  had  again  feized  on  it-in  the  year  1664. — But  at  length,  Po- 
leron was  agreed  to  be  left  to  the  Hollanders  for  ever — although  it  is  faid  to  yield  the  beft  nut- 
megs and  mace  of  all  the  Molucca  ifles. 

Nothing  could  more  efFeftually  demonftrate  the  excellence  of  the  Englifh  Navigation  Aft^ 
than  the  Dutch  Plenipotentiaries  fo  ftrenuoufly  infifting,  at  this  treaty  of  Breda,  that  the  faid 
Jaw  was  dcftruftivc  of  the  Hollanders  commerce,  and  (hould  therefore,  by  a  claufe  therein,  be 
made  void.  Yet,  although  our  minifters  durft  not  go  fo  far,  it  was  however  thereby  ftipu- 
lated,  **  That  all  merchandize  brought  down  the  Rhine  from  Germany,  to  the  ftaple  at  Dort>. 
"  fhould  be  deemed  the  fame  as  if  it  was  the  growth  of  Holland,  and  might  confequently  be^ 
**^  tranfported  to  England  in  Dutch  bottoms." 

And  whereas,  during  the  faid  war,  the  Englifh  colony  at  Surinam,  on  the  coaft  of  Guiana,, 
load  been  attacked,  and  had  furrendered  to  the  Zealand  fquadron  ;  and,  confidcring  that  the 
uti  pojftdetis  was  agreed,  at  this  treaty,  to  be  the  bafis  thereof,  that  colony  was  therefore  yield- 
ed to  the  Dutch  ;  which  England  had  never  made  of  any  great  importance  to  her  commerce, 
though  there  were  fome  fine  fugar  plantations  then  in  it,  and  alfo  fome  tobacco  ones  ;  but  the 
latter  were  not  of  any  great  value  ;  and  it  has  ever  fince  been  in  their  pofTefTion; — as,  by  this 
fame  rule,  the  fine  province  of  New  York,  a  much  nobler  exchange,  was  confirmed  to  England. 

Laftly,  it  was  by  this  peace  ftipulated,  that  as  well  Dutch,  fhips  of  war,  as  their  merchant 
ftiips,  which  fhall  meet  any  Englifh  fhips  of  war  in  the  four  feas  furrounding  Great  Britain, 
fhall  ftrike  the  flag  and  lower  the  topfail  as  formerly.  But  the  heirs  of  Sir  William  Courtea 
received  no  fatisfaftion  for  the  capture  of  his  two  fhips  in  India,  by  the  Dutch  Eaft  India 
Company,  long  before,  after  much  ftir  made  about  it  for  many  years  paft.. 

It  was,  on  the  whole,  rather  a  difhonourable  peace  for  us,  and  an  honourable  and  ad vanta- 
ous  peace  for  the  Dutch :  for  although  they  hereby  quitted  all  pretenfions  to  New  York  province,, 
it  was  purely  becaufe  they  were  quite  before  difpofTefTed  of  it,  an4  being  fur  rounded  by  the  other 
Englifh  colonies,  could  never  have  been  able  to  regain  or  keep  pofleffion  thereof.  The  pro- 
vince of  New  York  is  faid,  by  fome,  to  have,  on  trial,  yielded  as  good  tobacco,  as  Virginia 
or  Maryland^  It  has  a  great  increafe  of  corn,  and  a  profitable  trade  for  furs  and  peltry,  with 
the  Iroquois  Indians;  and  with  the  fugar  ifles,  for  its  horfes  and  provifions  of  all  kinds,  and 
pipc-ftaves  ;  as  alfo  to  Madeira  and  the  Azores. 

We  are  at  length  arrived  to  fomewhat  like  a.  pacification  between  England  and  Spain,  in  ihc 
American  feas,  where  till  now  both  nations  had  continued,  in  fome  foit»  in  a  fiate  of  hoftili- 
ty,  even  while  they  lived  peaceably  together  in  Europe.  By  this  time,  indeed,  Spain's  old 
pretenfions  to  an  univerfalfovereignty  in  the  American  feas,  were  become  obfolctc;  yet  till 
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1667  now  both  nations  took  advantages  of  each  other  in  thofc  parts :  the  improving  fpirit  of  the 
Englifh,  and  the  great  declenfion  of  Spain's  power,  had  gained  them  confiderable  ground  in 
America.  KingCharles  II.  of  England,  thought  it  neverthelefs,  at  this  time,  prudent  to  agree 
to  a  general  pacification  with  Spain,  in  America,  in  a  treaty  of  peace  and  alliance,  concluded 
with  that  crown,  that  eighth  article  whereof,  being  the  only  one  relating  to  America,  or  any 
particular  commercial  point,  runs  in  the  following  drain,  viz. 

"  We  do  mutually  agree  to  remain  on  the  fame  footing,  with  regard  to  our  American  com- 
-**  mercc,  upon  which  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands  were 
*^  put  by  the  fixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Munftcr,  between  Spain  and  the  faid  States  General, 
-*'  in  the  year  1648,  which  runs  in  the  following  words,  viz, 

**  As  to  the  Weft  Indies  ;  the  fubjefls  and  inhabitants  of  the  faid  Lords,  the  King  and  the 
*'  States  General,  refpeftively,  fhall  forbear  failing  to,  and  trading  in  any  of  the  harbours, 
*'  places,  &c.  pofleiTed  by  the  one  or  the  other  party,  viz.  the  fubjefts  of  the  faid  Lord  the 
**  King  fliall  not  fail  to,  or  trade  in,  thofe  held  and  poflefled  by  the  faid  Lords  the  States ;  nor 
**  fhall  the  fubjefts  of  the  faid  Lords  the  States  fail  to  or  trade  in  thofe  held  and  poflefled  by 
**  faid  Lord  the  King  of  Spain." 

This  eighth  article,  though  thus  loofely  expreflcd,  was  at  leaft  a  tacit  agreement  of  the 
idti  pojjidetis  in  America  ;  and  was  introduftory  of  another  more  explicit  treaty,  three  years 
after. 

About  this  time,  France,  in  the  miniftry  of  the  Iharp-fighted  Colbert,  fef  on  foot  the  fa- 
mous tapeftry  manufacture,  at  the  Gobelins  in  Paris  ;  for  this  end,  procuring  from  all  foreign 
parts,  drawers,  defigners,  painters,  dyers,  and  engravers ;  alfo  workers  in  gold,  filvcr,  ivory, 
brafs,  &c.  which,  under  the  dire£tion  of  the  famous  Le  Brun,  were  brought  to  great  perfec- 
tion, and  thereby  much  money  kept  at  home,  which  before  was  fent  abroad  for  ornaments 
and  curipfities  of  that  kind.  As  alfo  every  poflible  means  was  ufed  for  improving  of  old  ma- 
nufaftures,  and  introducing  of  new  ones  and  new  branches  of  commerce.  By  all  which  mea- 
furcs,  France  foon  became  the  great  rival  and  fupplanter  of  both  England  and  HoUandinmoft 
foreign  markets,  as  in  Turkey,  Spain,  Portiigal,  and  Italy,  more  particularly  for  woollen 
goods,  with  which,  till  after  this  time,  the  two  firft  named  nations  alone  fupplied  moft  of  the 
countries  of  Europe. 

Yet,  in  fomc  refpefts,  the  French  overfliot  the  made,  as  even  their  countryman,  Monfienr 
Huet,  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  Dutch  Commerce,  obferves :  for,  "  by  laying  fuch  high  du- 
•*  ties  on  all  foreign  merchandize  imported, — and  pretending  to  fell  their  own  merchandize 
**  to  other  nations,  without  buying  any  from  them,  they  vainly  imagined,  that  foreign  na- 
**  tions  could  not  be  without  French  wares  :  for  which,  too,  they  would  pay  ready  money  to 
'*  France,  whilft  the  French  took  ofl^  none  of  theirs.  This,"  he  obferves,  "  made  both  the 
**  Englifli  and  Dutch  fct  up  many  of  tfie  manufactures  they  were  accuftomed  to  have  from 
^*  France,  and  who,  efpecially  the  Dutch,  fold  thert;^  in  imitation  of  thofe  of  France,  much 
*^  cheaper  than  France  could  aflFord  to  do;  fuch,  particularly,  as  broad filks,  gold  and filver 
**  brocades,  ribbons,  laces,  hats,  hardware,  watches,  toys,  paper,  &c.  and  have  fincc  been 
«*  wonderfully  fuccefsful  therein."  We  may  add,  thit,  in  England  our  broad  filk  mariufiu:- 
turc  has  been  brought  to  great  perfe£lion,  as  alfo  that  of  hardware,  watches,  and  haberdaihc- 
ry  ;  and  our  paper,  quite  a  modern  manufafture,  fo  fir  improved,  as  to  favc  great  fums,  for- 
merly paid  to  France. 
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»668       In  January  1668,  N.  S.  King  Charles  11.  of  England,  concluded  with  the  States  General 

of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  a  defcnfivc  alliance  ;  and,  in  February  following, 

a  treaty  of  commerce,  in  fubftancc  as  follows,  viz.  ^ 

Articles  I.  II.  **  The  King's  fubjefts  may  freely  trade  with  fuch  kingdoms  and  flates  with 

♦*  whom  he  is  in  peace,  although  the  States  General  fliould  happen  to  be  at  war  with  the  faid 
-  **  kingdoms  and  Hates  ; — ^which  freedom  ihall  extend  to  all  kinds  of  merchandize,  but  contra- 

**  band  goods. 

III.  **  By 'contraband  goods  are- meant,  all  forts  of  fire-arms,  gun-powder,  and  military, 
•*  inftrumeuts  of  war  :   alfo,  rope^,  horfes,  faltpctrc,  horfe  accoutrements,  faddles,  bridles, 
♦•  &c. 

IV.  "  But  provifions  of  adl  kinds,  for  the  fuftcnancc  of  life,  may  be  carried  ffeely  even  to 
•*  the  enemies  of  the  States,  excepting  only  to  towns  befieged  or  invcllcd. 

V.  **  Englifh  ffiips^  entering  laden  into  any  of  the  ports  of  die  States,  with  an  intention  to 
•*  fail  thence  to  places  at  war  with  them,  Ihall  only  be  obliged  to  produce  their  paflports,  con- 
•*  taining  aaattefted  inventory  of  their  lading,  and  then  may  freely  proceed. 

VI.  VIT.  VIII.  "  Other  means  to  be  ufcd  where  there  may  be  juft  ground  for  fufpicioa. 
•^  of  carrying  contraband  merchandize. 

IX.  "  Contraband  goods,  found  in  Englifli  fhips  bound  to  the  ports  of  enemies  of  the 
•*•  States,  Ihall  be  taken  out,  but  neither  the  fhip,  nor  the  other  mercliandize,  Ihall  be  feized,. 

X.  **  Merchandize  fent  by  the  King's  fubjefls,  in  fhips  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  tta? 
♦•  States,  even  though  not  contraband,  fhall  be  forfeited  together  with  tlic  other  goods  in  fuch 
^  (hips  :  but,  on  the  other  hand,  whatever  is  found  on  board  Britifh  (hips,  though  the  lading,. 
^  or  any  part  of  it,  (hould  belong  to  the  enemies  of  the  States,  (hall  be  free,  except  they  bc: 
**  contraband  goods. 

XI.  **  And  the  fubjcfts  and  (hips  of  the  States  General  (hall,  in  all  refpefts,  enjoy  all  the 
**  before  named  and  after  named  privileges  allowed  to  the  King's  fubjefts  and  (hips,  in  referee 
•*  ence  to  trade  and  navigation  on  tlic  coafts,  and  in  the  ports  of  the  faid  King's  dominions. 

XII.  XIII.  XIV.  "  No  violence  nor  injury  (hall  be  offered  by  Briti(h  (hips  and  fubjefts 
**  to  thofeof  the  States,  znd  vice  verfay  and  the  commanders  of  privateers,  before  riiey  put  to* 
**  fea,  (hall  give  fecurity,  to  the  value  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds,  or  fifteen  thou- 
**  fand  guilders,  for  this  end  :  but  if  a  commander  of  any  Englifli  lliip  (hall  take  a  vefTel^  la- 
**  den  with  prohibited  goods,  he  (hall  not  be  allowed  to  open  chcfts,  &c.  nor  to  fell,  barter,. 
*^  or  make  away  with  them  till  brought  on  ihore,  in  the  preience  of  the  officers  for  prizes  : 
"  and  unlefs  the  prohibited  goods  make  only  a  part  of  the  lading,  in  which  cafe  they  Ihall  ba 
**  prefently  taken  out,  that  the  (hip  may  purfue  the  voyage; 

XV.  XVI.  XVII.  **  The  King  proraifes  to  do  all  poffible  right  and  judicc  in  the  cafe  of 
*"*  prizes  ;  and,  in  cafe  the  States  minifters  complain  of  any  injuftice  in  the  fentences  pa(red, 
**  the  fame  (hail  be  reviewed  by  his  council  in  three  montlis  fpacc, — Neither  (hall  the  contro- 
^  verted  goods  be  fold  or  difpofed  of  in  the  mean  time,  unlefs  perilhable,  but  by  the  confent 
•*  of  the  parties  complaining ;  who,  if  they  get  a  fcntence  in  their  favour,  either  in  the  firft 
**  or  fecond  inftaiKC,  fuch  fentence,  upon  giving  fecurity,  (hall  be  put  in  execution,  although 
**  the  other  appeal  to  a  higher  court ,  but  not^ainft  the  opponents,  if  the  fentence  (hould  be 
*•  pronounced  in  their  favour.  And  finally,  all  the  foregoing  ftipulations  (hall  be  equally  ob- 
**  ferved  by  the  States,  in  refpeft  to  the  fuits  or  the  King's  fubjefts."— Vide  vol.  i.  p.  136,  of 
aColleftiou.of  Treaties,  fecond  edition,  1732. 
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1668  The  ingenious  and  well-known  treatifc,  entitled,  The  Britlfti  Merchant,  and  many  other 
writers,  loudly  and  juftly  complain  of  England*s  giving  too  much  encouragement  to  the  coa- 
fumption  of  French  wines  and  brandies,  and  to  the  wear  of  their  filks,  linens,  hats,  &c.  for- 
merly in  immenfe  quantities. 

That,  until  the  year  1668,  French  wines  were  fold  in  London  at  eight  pence  per  quart :  but 
that  a  duty  of  four  pence  per  quart  being,  in  this  year,  laid  on  them,  they  were  thenceforward 
fold  for  many  years  after  at  twelve  pence  per  quart ;  whilft  we  took  off  infinite  quantities  of 
them,  and  of  almoft  every  other  fpecies  of  French  merchandize,  and  that.nation,  on  the  con- 
trary, were  continually  diminilhing  more  and  more  their  confumption  of  Englifli  manufac- 
tures  and  merchandize,  by  new  and  high  impolitions,  obftruftions,  and,  at  length,  prohibi- 
tions :  infomuch,  that,  in  this  fame  year  1668,  according  to  the  above  named  Br itifli  Mer- 
chant, vol.  iii.  p.  315,  316,  firft  publifhed  in  1713,  the  general  balance  of  the  trade  of  Eng- 
land, was  moft  gricvoufly  to  our  lofs,  vh. 

C     '•  'I- 

Imported  into  England,  in  the  year  1668,  from  all  the  world  4»  196, 139  17    o 

Exported  -  -  -  •  -  2,063,274  19    0 


'The  imports  exceed  the  exports,  the  fumof  ^.  2,132,864  18    0 


^^  This  great  national  lofs,"  continues  our  faid  author,  "  was  owing  to  our  having  a  full 
***  trade  with  France.  Which  full  trade  being  afterwards  prohibited,  the  general  balance  inlhe 
"  year  1699,  was  got  to  be  fo  far  in  our  favour  as  one  million  one  hundred  and  forty-fevcn 
**  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty  pounds  ten  fhillings  and  nine  pence.  Total  gained  by  us 
*'  from  having  no  trade  with  France  in  the  year  1699,  three  millon  two  hundred  and  eighty 
**  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  pounds ^ight  fliillings  and  nine  pence  ;  which  ba- 
-**  lance,  in  the  year  1703,  was  To  confiderably  increafed  as  to  be  no  lefs  than  two  million  one 
*'  hundred  and  feventeen  thoufand  five  hundred  and  twenty-three  pounds  three  fhillings  and 
**  ten  pence  halfpenny.  Total  gained  by  us  ?rom  having  no  trade  with  France,  in  the  year 
**•  1703,  four  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-eight  pounds, 
*'  one  fliilling  and  ten  pence  halfpenny. — A  moft  interefting  confideration." 

As  the  Britifli  Merchant's  principal  author  was  Mr.  Martin,  then  Infpeftor  General  of  the 
Britirti  Cufloms,  a  gentleman  of  great  honour  and  abilities,  we  may  fafely  rely  on  the  truth  of 
thefe  balances,  and  may  fairly  draw  fome  very  ufeful  and  important  inferences  therefrom,  in 
behalf  of  our  foreign  commerce,  and  alfo  particularly  in  favour  of  our  American  continent 
plantations  -,  which,  to  our  vaft  benefit,  might,  by  the  help  of  bounties  ai\d  other  encouragc- 
^nents,  in  a  few  years  be  brought  to  fupply  us  with  all  the  merchandize  we  now  take  from 
Norway  ;  and,  indeed,  inoft,  if  not  all,  that  we  take  from  the  countries  on  both  Ihores  of  the 
Baltic  Sea,  with  all  which  parts  the  balance  is  greatly  againft  us.  A  wife  nation,  therefore, 
Ihould  not  hefitate  a  moment  on  a  point  fo  clear  as  this  is  univerfally  judged  to  be. 

**  At  this  time  alfo,"  fays  the  fame  ingenious  author,  *'  The  laudable  Englilh  falhions  of 
•**  former  times  began  to  alter  in  favour  of  France.  The  womens  hats  were  turned  into  hoods 
**  made  of  French  filk  ;  whereby  every  maid  fervant  in  England  became  a  Handing  revenue  to 
**  the  French  King  of  the  half  of  her  wages.  Many  hats  for  men  were  likewifc  brought  from 
**  France,  which  alfo  fupplied  Italy  with  woollen  goods,  made  of  Engliih  wool  run  to  them, 
**  in  return  for  Italian  filk,  which  France  manufaftured,  and  fold  to  England  to  pay  for  ihat 
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1668  *'  wool.  And  whilft  they  laid  fuch  high  duties  on  our  woollen  cloths  as  amounted  to  a  pro- 
•*  hibition,  wc  were  in  a  manner  totally  fupplied  with  their  linens  ;  beAde  their  wines,  bran- 
••  dies,  paper,  &c.*'  And  this  alfo  fupplies  us  with  another  obvious  inference,  viz.  to  learn 
even  from  enemies  whatever  may  be  for  the  national  advantage. 

In  the  faid  year  166?,  by  Lord  Afliley*s  perfuafion,  who  was  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
<)uer,  King  Charles  the  Second,  of  England,  inftitutcd  a  Council  of  Commerce ;  confifting 
of,  a  Prefident, — falary,  eight  hundred  pounds ;  Vice  Prefident, — fix  hundred  pounds  ;  and 
nine  other  counfellors,  with  each  five  hundred  pounds  falary  ;  who,  inftead  of  the  former  me- 
thod of  referring  all  commercial  matters  to  a  fluftuating  committee  of  the  Privy  Council, 
which  was  liable  to  feveral  objeftions,  were  to  apply  themfelvcs  diligently  to  the  advancement 
of  the  nation's  commerce,  colonies,  manufaftures,  and  (hipping.  But  as  this  King  was  never 
long  conftant  in  any  very  laudable  regulation,  he,  a  few  years  after,  laid  afide  fo-  very  be- 
neficial an  inftitution,  too  expenfive  alfo  for  him  to  fpare  from  his  pleafures ;  fo  that 
commercial  matters  fell  into  their  former  way  of  ^  reference  to  a  committee  of  the  Privy 
Council. 

In  tliis  fame  year,  King  Charles  II.  of  England,  having  in  January  concluded  adefenfivc 
alliance  with  the  Dutch,  to  which  the  King  of  Sweden  acceded,  called,  by  way  of  eminence 
the  Triple  Alliance  ;  to  the  intent  to  oblige  France  to  make  a  reafonablc  peace  with  Spain, 
whereby  the  reft  of  the  Spanifk  Netherlands  might  be  preferved;  in  the  fame  year,  concluded 
alfo  the  before  recited  treaty  of  commerce  with  the  Dutch. 

At  length  France  was  induced  to  conclude  a  peace  with  Spain,  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  though 
on  the  following  very  difadvantageous  terms  for  the  latter  :  Spain  now  yielding  up  to  France 
the  towns  and  forts  of  Charleroy,  Binch,  Aeth,  Doway,  Fort  Scarp,  Tournay,  Lifle,  Dude- 
narde,  Armenticrs,  Courtray,  Bergues,  and  Fumes,  togetlwr  with  their  bailywicks,  chatel- 
lanics,  territories,  and  dependencies.  Thus  France  got  a  more  firm  footing  into  the  very 
ieart  of  the  Spanilh  Netherlands,  whereby  the  balance  of  power  between  thofe  two  great 
nations  was  fliamefully  fufFered,  by  King  Charles  II.  of  England,  to  be  quite  deftroyed  ;  who, 
liad  he  felt  any  great  regard  for  England's  commercial  interefls,  or  for  the  equilibri-um  of 
Europe  in  general,  might  have  undoubtedly  prevented  it. 

Yet  Lewis  XIV.  fcarcely  kept  to  this  ^eace  for  fo  long  as  two  years,  without  making  far- 
ther encroachments  on  Spain's  weak  King,  Charles  II.  and  his  feebly  declining  monarchy. 
At  this  time,  however,  Lewis  found  himfelf  obliged  to  reftorc  back  to  Spain  the  county  of 
Burgundy,  commonly  called  Franche  Compt6,  the  invaduig  whereof  and  of  the  Netherlands, 
had  obliged  Spain  to  make  peace  with,  and  renounce  all  pretenfions  to  Portugal. 

In  this  fame  year,  Charles  II.  of  England,  granted  a  new  charter  to  the  famous  Cinque  Ports, 
fituated  on  the  coafts  of  Kent  and  Suflex^  by  which  he  confirmed  their  ancient  privileges, 
with  fome  new  regulations,  more  fuitablc  to  modern  times,  relating  to  taxes,  and  the  elcftion 
of  officers,  &c.  now  of  ao  wfe  to  our  purpofc.  Since  our  vaft  increafe  of  the  royal  navy, 
thefc  Cinque  Ports  are  no  more  of  any  great  importance ;  though,  as  we  have  more  than  once 
Ihewn,  they  were  greatly  ufcful  to  our  Norman  race  of  Kings  in  their  expeditions  ta  the  con- 
tinent, and  alfo  in  cafe  of  threatened  invafions  from  thence,  before  our  Kings  had  any  royal 
navy,  properly  fo  called. 

We  learn  the  retail  pices  of  wines  at  London,  in  this  year  1668,  by  an  aft  of  Parliament 
i^f  the  twentieth  of  Charles  IL  cap.  i.  for  laying  the  following  duties  thereon,  \\z. 
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1668  For^vcry  quart  of  French  wine  retailed,  four  pence ;  of  Spanifh  wine,  and  all  other  vrlnt% 
fix  pence ;  brandies,  and  all  other  fpirits  imported,  twelve  pence  per  quart; — and,  foe  the  bet- 
enabling  retailers  to  pay  thofc  duties  on  wli>es,  they  are  knpowered  to  take  or  demand  for 
every  quart  pf  French  wine>  four  pence  ;  and  of  Spanifh,  &c.  wines,  fix  pence,  over  and  above 
Ac  prices  tliey  were  fold  at  before — Provided,  that  French  wines  Ihall  not  hereafter  be  fold 
at  above  twelve  pence,  nor  Spanifh,  &c.  wines,  at  above  two  (hillings  per  quart,  the  faid  new 
imies  included.  This  (hews,  tliat  till  thefe  new  duties  were  laid,  FreiKh  wines,  as  already 
ebferved,  were  retailed  at  eight  pence,  and  Spanifh,  &c.  wines,  at  one  (billing  and  fix  pence 
per  quart. 

The  timber  of  the  King's  foreft  of  Dean,  in  Glouoefterfhipe,  being  of  late  much  deilroyed;^ 
by  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  fame  year  1668,  cap.  iii.  "  Eleven  thoufand  acres  of  the  wafle 
^  lands  in  that  forefl  were  direfted  to  be  inclofed,  for  the  growth  and  prefervation  of  oak  tira- 
^*  ber,  for  the  fupply  of  the  royal  navy,  and  the  maintenance  of  (hipping  for  die  trade  of  this 
•*  nation."  So  fays  this  aft,  aiid  we  wifliitmay  be  inquired  into  whether  the  fame  be  duly 
obferved  at  this  day. 

MS69  It  is  fcarcely  worth  relating,  were  it  not  being  fomcwhat  hiftoricaf,  in  refpefti  of  the  linen 
manufafture,  what  tlie  anonymous  author  of  a  book  frequently  before  quoted,  entitled.  The 
happy  future  State  of  England,  acquaints  us  with,  viz.  that  in  tlie  year  1669,  there  was  twen-.^ 
ty-threc  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  weight  of  linen  yam  imported  firom  Scotland 
into  the  port  of  Lon4oni  He  alfo  rdates,  that  at  this  time,  the  French  FrotefUnts,  fettled 
at  Ipfwkfr,  made  linen  of  fifteen  (hillings  perelL 

Under  this  year  1669,  Penfionary  De  Witt,  in  his  Intereftof  Hbllknd;  fpeaking  of  the  in* 
orcafed  power  of  England,  begins  fo  far  back  as  the  preceding  century.     **  Thus,"  fays  hc^ 
«*  when  the  compulfive  laws  of  the  Netherlands  Halls,  had  firft  dtiven  the  cloth-weaving  firom 
**  the  cities  into  our  villages,,  and.  thence  into  England,  and  tliat,  by.  the  cruelty  of  the  Duke 
•*  D' Alva,  the  fay-weaving  went  alfo  after  it ;  theEnglifh^by  degrees,  began  to  ^end  tbeir 
**  manufaftrurcs  throughout  Europe:  they  became  potent  at. fea,  and  no  longer  to  depend  oox 
♦*  the  Netherlands.-^Alfo  by  that  difcovery  of  the  inexpreffibly  rich  cod-bank  of  Newfound* 
•*  land,  thofeofBriftol  in  particular  made  ufe  of  that  advantage. — Moreover,  the  long  perfc^ 
♦*  cution  of  Puritans  in  England  has  occafioned  the  planting  of  many  Ehglifh  colonies  in  A- 
**  mcrica,  by  which  they  drive  a  very  oonfiderable  foreign  trade  tliither. — So  that  this  mighty, 
•*  ifland,  united  with. Ireland'undcr  one  Kiugt— feated  in  the  midft  of  Europe,  having  a  clear 
"  deep  coaft,  with  good  havens  and  bays^  in  fo  narrow  a  Tea,  that  all  foreign  (hips  th^t  fail' 
«*  cither,  to  the  eaftward  on  the.  weftward,  are  nece(fitated,  even  in  fair  weather,  to  (hun  the* 
**  dangerous  French  coaft;  and  fail  along  that  of  England^,  and  in  ftormy  weather  to  runi 
♦*  in  and  prcferve  tlieir  lives,  fhips,  and  merchandize  in  its  bays. — So  that  England  now,  by^ 
•     **  its  conjunftion  with  Scotland,  being  much  increafed  in  flrength,'  as  well  by  manufaft^rcs- 
*<  as  by  a  great  navigation^  will  in.allrcfpefts  be  formidable  to  all  Europe.     For,  according, 
"to  the  proverb,-*— ••a.mafl;erat  fea  is  a  lord  afland  ;'-—and  more  efpecially  a  King  of  England,  . 
•^*  feeing  he  is  able*  both  whole  fleets  and  private  fhips  of  war,  at  all  times,  to>fei2e  on^  fhips 
"  failing  by  that  coaft ;.  the  wefterly  winds. which  blow  for  moft  part  of  the  year  on  thi*^ 
"  fide  of  the  tropic  giving  the  Englifh;  great  opportunities  to  fail  out  of  their  numerous; 
•*  bays  and  haibouis,  at  pleafure,  to  infeft  our  navigation.— Of  wjiich  formidable  power  King 
"  Henry  the  Eighth  was  fi>  fcnfible,  that  he  dared  to  ufe  this  device,  Cut  adhareopriTe/1,'^1  e, 
•*•  He  whom  I  affiflfhalLbc  matter :— and  he  accordingly  made  war  as  he  lifted;  fometiracs, 
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1669  «*  againft  France,  at  other  times  againft  Spain,  though  then  ftrengthened  with  the  German 
"  Empire  and  thcfc  Netherlands  ;  making  peace  at  his  own  pleafure,  both  with  King  Francis 
**  the  Firft,  and  with  the  Emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  whom  he  dared  fo  horribly  to  defpife  as 
•*  to  repudiate  hts  Aunt  Qiieen  Catherine." 

rt*  Thus  this  able,  though  frenchificd,  Minifter  of  State  lays  down  an  immutably  intereft- 
ing  leflbn  for  Briuin,  viz.  ever  to  be  fuperior  to  any  other  nation  on  the  ocean  ;  whereby  we 
fliall  ever  be  fuperior  in  commerce :  and  whilft  we  preferve,  by  fuch  a  conduft,  our  great  in- 
fluence on  the  councils  of  the  nations  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  we  (hall  increafe  oar  wealtli 
and  preferve  our  independence,  and  our  confequent  liberty.  Neither  need  we,  on  this  fub- 
jcft,  to  obferve,  tliat  our  fuperioriiy  at  fea  muft  ever  be  very  confiderable  ;  not  .only  on  ac- 
count of  the  guard  of  our  own  extenfive  coafts,  but  alfo  for  the  prote&ion  of  our  commerce 
on  all  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth.  This  will  ever  be  our  great  pallauiium ;  and,  according 
to  the  poet, 


••  We  then  mofi  bappyi  who  can  fcar  no  forces 

But  winged  troops  and  Pcgafean  horfc  !•'  wallb»*  y*OXFORD' 

In  this  year,  the  French  Prime  Minifter,  Colbert,  brought  from  Holland,  Van  Robais,  t 
Dutch  merchant,  to  fettle,  with  five  hundred  workmen,  at  Abbeville,  in  Picardie,  where  a 
new  manufaAure  for  fuperfine  woollen  broad  cloth  was  fbccefsfully  fet  on  foot.  It  is  fuper- 
fluous  to  recite  all  the  privileges,  immunities,  and  fums  of  money,  beftowed  on  him  and  his 
faid  workmen. — From  thirty  looms,  in  the  year  1681,  he  was  encouraged  to  fet  on  foot  fifty% 
In  1698,  Van  Robais's  looms  amounted  to  eighty.  And,  in  1708,  they  exceeded  one  hun- 
dred in  number. — And  the  French  King,  for  doing  the  greater  honour  to  this  new  manufac- 
tory, gave  leave  even  for  the  nobleflie  to  be  concerned  in  it,  without  its  detrafting  from  theif 
nobility. 

And,  for  procuring  a  fufficient  vent  for  thefe  and  other  French  woollen  goods  in  Turkey^ 
money,  was  iffued  to  the  merchants  of  Marfeilles  out  of  the  King's  treafure,  to  be  re-paid  after 
the  return  of  the  fhips  from  Turkey:  in  confequence  of  which  that  city  has  gradually  fup- 
planted  England  and  Holland  of  much  of  their  Turkey  trade.  And  the  apprehenfions  of  fome 
people  go  fo  far  as  to  think,  Marftilles  will  be  able  in  time  to  engrofs  the  whole  of  it. 

France,  at  this  time,  as  has  been  already  in  part  obferved,  began  to  abound  in  all  kinds  of 
curious  manufaftures,  toys,  &c.  with  which  they  fupplied  every  corner  of  Europe.  One 
moft  material  thing,  however,  they  hitherto  wanted,  for  compleating  their  fuperiority  over  the 
reft  of  the  world,  viz.  a  fuperiority  of  naval  power. 

Penfionary  De  Witt,  who  firft  wrote  at  this  time,  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  obferves,  in 
.part  ii.  chap.  7,  that,  **  it  is  apparent  the  French  have  very  few  fhips  and  mariners  of  their 
«*  own  :  fo  that  all  their  traffic  is  carried  on  by  Holland  fhips,  and  to  Holland,  of  at  leaft  by 
•*  unlading  there,  fome  few  Englifli  fhips  and  traffic  excepted  :  and  when  any  goods  are  to  be 
**  tranfjported  from  one  French  harbour  to  another,  they  are  put  on  board  fhips  of  Holland.** 
—This  was  the  cafe  at  this  time. 

In  the  fecond  volume  of  Voltaire's  Age  of  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  it  is  faid,  that  this  great 
Prince  foon  after  granted  a  bounty  of  five  livres  per  ton  for  every  new  built  fhip  in  France  » 
by  which  means  fhipping  foon  became  more  plenty  ;  yet,  he  fays,  that  fo  ignorant  were  thej^ 
then  in  France,  that  not  a  few  condemned  tbofe  wife  regulations  as  pernicious* 
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1669  ^  With  refpeft  to  the  woollen  manufaftures  in  general,,  there  is  a  very  great  miftake  which 
prevails  with  many  even  to  this  day,  in  imagining,  that  the  fine  broad  cloth  in  France  is  prin- 
cipally fupported  by  our  Englifh  mn  wool.  Seeing  it  is  well  known,  that  the  real  very  fupcr- 
fine  cloth  every  where  muft  be  entirely  of  Spanifh  wool ;  and  therefore  often  called  Spanifli 
cloth.  And  that  although  the  fecond  fort  of  French  cloth  is  much  meliorated  by  the  help  of 
our  fine  Ihort  wool,  yet,  for  the  mod  part,  the  beft  wool  of  France  alone  may  do  well  enough 
for  their  coarfe  cloths. — And  it  is  principally  for  their  fine  ftuffs,  hofe,  caps,  &c.  that  the 
French  find  our  foft  and  long  combing  wool,  the  beft  of  its  kind  in  all  Europe,,  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  ; — as,  without  a  certain  proportion  thercof,^  mixed  up  with  their  own^wool,  they  can- 
not niake  thofe  fine  goods  fit  for  the  markets  of  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy.  Moreover^  by 
runningof  our  wool  to  Hamburg,  Holland,  Flanders,  France,  &c.  thofe  Countries  arc  enabled 
to  manufafturc  thofc  ftufFs  and  ftocking$,  to  the  great  detriment  of  our  own  manufa£turers. 

France,  in  our  days,  takes  from  us  no  other  commodities  than  what  they  can  further  im- 
prove or  manufadure  ;  or  elfe,  fuch  as  they  cannot  as  yet  be  without,  viz.  rawrhides>  leather, 
beef,  and  butter,  chiefly  from  Ireland  ;  and  al(b  mudi  leaf  tobacco\ 

So  much  was  tlie  commerce  and  navigation  of  Holland  improved  fince  the  pacification  with 
Spain  in  the  year  1648,  to  the  time  of  De  Witt's  firft  writing  his  Intereft  of  Holland,  in  the 
year  1669,  viz^  in  twenty-one  years  time, — that^  in  part  ii.  chap.  2,  he  thinks  if  was  incrcaf- 
cd  one  half.  **  That  it  was  during  her  before  named  war  with  Holland,  that  Spain  loft  the 
*'  bulk  of  her  naval  power  i  and  fince  the  above  named  peace  we  have  moftly  beat  the  Eaftcr- 
**  lings  and  the  Englifh  out  of  the  trade  to  Spain,  all  the  coafts  of  which  country  are  navigated 
*'  chiefly  with  Dutch  fliipping;  and,  for  want  of  fhips  and  failors  of  their  own,  Spain  has 
•*  now  openly  begun  to  hire  Dutch  fliips  to  fail  to  her  Indies,  though  formerly  fo  careful  to 
*«  exclude  all  foreigners  from  thence  :  and  fo  great  is  the  fupply  of  Dutch  manufaftures  to 
**  Spain,  &c.  that  all  the  merchandize  brought  from  the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies  is  not  fufficicnt 
•*  to  make  returns  for  them  ;  fo  that  the  Dutch  carry  home  the  balance  in  money." 

The  faid  great  author,  De  Witt,  has,  for  the  better  illuftration  of  the  increafe  of  the  Dutch 
commerce  and  of  their  people,  exhibited  the  computed  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  pro* 
vince  of  Holland  and  Weft  Friefland,  with  thefcveral  means  whereby  they  are  fupported  at 
this  lime,  viz. 

Per/ens. 
•*  I.  By  the  fift^erics  at  fea,  and  the  (cveral  trades  and" traffic  depending  thereon        450,ocx> 
*•  IL  Byagriculturcof  all  kinds,  turf-making,  inland  fifliing,  and  by  furnifliing 
•*  thofe  people  with  all  forts  of  materials,  they  being  hufbandmen  -  200,000 

♦•  III.  By  manufaftures,  ftiipping,  works  of  art^  &c.  confumed  abroad ;  and  by 
**  trades  relating  to  the  faid  manufaftures  -  -  -  650,000 

**  IV.  By  navigating  for  freight  and  trade  jointly,  cxclufive  of  the  filbery,.  and 
**  trades  depending  thereon  -  -  -  ^  ^  250,000 

•*  V.  By  all  tlie  before  named  people,  men,  women>  and  children^  who  muft  be 
•*  fupplied  with  what  they  want ;  as  food,  cloathing,  houfing,  furniture,  and  all 
•*  other  things  for  art,  eafe,  pleafure,  and  ornament  -  -  650,000 

"  VI.  Gentry,  without  employment ;  civil  magiftrates,  and  officers  ;  and  fuch 
•*  as  live  on  their  eftates  or  money  ;  foldiers ;  the  poor  in  hofpitals,  beggiirs,,  &c.         200,000 


**  Total  number  of  fouls  in  the  finglc  province  of  Holland        2,400^000 
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#66^  He  adds,  "  That  the  eighth  part  of  this  number  could  not  be  fuppHed  with  necclTaries  our 
"  of  the  produft  of  Holland,  it  being  their  gain  by  traffic  which  brings  in  the  neceflaries  for 
•*  the  other  feven-elghth  parts  .of  the  whole  people/* 

In  another  place,  chap.  vi.  part  3,  he  acquaints  us,  "  That  the  city  of  Amftcrdam  hath,  to 
•*  his  faid  time,  been  enlarged  two  parts  in  three.  And  yet  none  can  obferve  that  either  tlic 
•*  houfes^  or  the  inhabitants  are  thereby  leffened  in  value :  and  that  it  is  fo  augmented  in  build- 
•*  ings,  that  the  impofts  on  the  bulky  goods  of  that  city  only,  in  the  laft  farm,  yielded  above 
*•  three  hundred  thoufand  guilders  more  than  in  the  former  farm  ;  and  we  may  affirm  the  like 
^  of  Leyden,  Dort,  and  other  cities  in  proportion." 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  after  a  long  conteft  with  the  King  o^ 
MacaiTar,  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  obliged  him  to  yield  up  the  fortrefs  of  that  name. 

King  Charles  of  England,  having  now  received  intelligence,  that  the  Spaniards  had-  aban* 
doned  the  moft  part  of  the  great  province  of  Chili,  in  South  America^  was  advifcd  to  attempt 
a  fettlement  in  a  country  fo  greatly  abounding  in  gold,  &c.  He  therefore  fent  out  Sir  John 
Narborough,  with  a  fliip  of  thirty-fix  guns  and  a  pink,  with- or<lers  to  make  difcoveries  on 
thatcoaft,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  South  Seas.  He  paflcd  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  failing 
along  the  coafts  of  Patagonia  and  Chili ;  but  as  his  orders  wereexprefs,  not  to-moleft  the  Spa- 
niards in  thofe  parts,  and  as  the  Spaniards  at  Baldivia* would  not  permit  him  to  trade  with  the 
Indians,  and  had  feized  his  lieutenant  and  three  of  his  failors,  he  judged  it  prudent  to  return 
home ;  which  he  accordingly  did  by  the  fame  Magellanic  Straits ;  .which,  probably,  none  after 
him  has  ever  attempted,  as  the  voyage  round  Cape  Home  into  the  South  Seas  is  every  way  fo 
fuperior.  He  arrived  in  England  in  the  year  167 1 ;  and  his  obfervations  and  draughts  were 
afterwards  publiflied»  Which  is  all  that  is  needful  to  fay  on  this  expedition,  after  briefly  ob- 
ferving,  that  fuch  a  fettlement  as  wa«  hereby  propofed  to  be  made  in  fo  remote  a*  part  of  the 
world  from  England,  in  fo  tempeftuous  an  ocean,  and  with  fo  obftinate  a  people  as  the  inha* 
bitants  of  Chili>  would  have,  probably,  been  attended  with  aJmoft  infuperable  difficulties ; 
Cnce  Spain  itfelf,  though  poffcfled  of  the  countries  north  and  eaft  of  Chili,  has  had  enough 
to  do  to  preferve  their  footing  there. 

In  the  fame  year,  the  Turks  compleated  the  total  conqueft  of  the  noble  ifland  of  Candia, 
anciently  Crete,  from  the  republic  of  Venice.  Their  fiege  of  its  capital  city,  of  the  fame 
name,  iaftcd  twenty-eight  months,  at  which  alone  the  Turks  are  faid  to  have  loft  one  hundred 
thoufand  men,  and  in  their  conqueft  of  the  whole  ifland,  above  half  a  million  of  men  ;  which 
provoked  the  brutifh  Grand  Vizir  to  monftrous  cruelties.  As  Candia  lies  direftly  in  the  way 
of  the  navigation  from  and  to  Conftantinople,  and  to  the  Turkiftv  iiles  of  the  Archipelago, 
and  alfo  to  Egypt,  &c.  it  was  a  very  mortifying  objeft  to  them  whilft  in  the  poffeffion  of 
Venice. 

It  is  commonly  remarked,  that  ever  fince  this  conqueft,  the  naval  power  of  Turkey  has 
greatly  decrcafed ;  poffibly,  becaufe  fince  being  pofleffed  of  Candia  they  are  more  fecure  and 
uninterrupted  in  their  communication  with  Egypt,  and  their  other  Levantine  provioces.— 
Formerly  the  Turks  were  very,  formidable  in  thofe  feas;  and  indeed  fevcral  parts  of  their  do- 
minions afford  great  abundance  of  materials  for  ihip-building  and  naval  ftores ;  but,  as  they 
never  were  much,  and  now  kfs  than  ever,  addi Aed  to  commerce,  this  reafon.  alone  i»  fuffi-^ 
cient  to  account  for  the  prefent  declenfion  of  their  marine. 

It  was  in  or  about  this  y^ar,  that  the  French  Eaft  India  Company  abandbned  their  fettte<» 
Bient  in  Madagafcar,  called:  by  them  Tlfte  Daupliine^  as  not  findmg  it  worth  keeping,  and 
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^669  transferred  their  principal  rdidencc  to  Surat  in  India.  Soon  after,  the  King,  by  the  patronage 
of  Colbert,  granted  them  tl^  haven  of  Port  Louis,  inr  Bretagne,  for  their  Ihips  ;  in  virtue  of 
which  grant,  they  afterwards  eftablifhcd  their  warehoufes,  fhips,  and  magazines,  at  whatthejr 
named  Port  L*Orient,  near  Port  Louis.  Colbert  alfo  obtained  for  this  Company  a  remiflioa 
fioni  the  King  of  three  millions  of  livrcs  due  to  him.  He  alfo  obtained  for  them  an  exemp- 
tion from  all  duties  on  their  imported  merchandize.  Notwithftanding  all  which,  their  afeirs 
remained  at  his  death,  in  the  year  1683,  in  a  declining  condition. 
^^670  It  was  in  or  about  this  year,  that  the  wear  of  the  flimfy  muflins  from  India  was  firft  intro- 
duced into  England  :  before  which  time  ouf  more  natural  and  ufual  wear  was  cambricks,  Si- 
Jefia  lawns,  and  fuch  kind  of  fine  flaxen  linens,  from  Flanders  and  Germany,  in  return  for 
our  woollen  manufactures,  of  various  kinds,  exported  to  thofc  countries  in  very  confiderablc 
quantities. 

In  this  year  an  additional  a£l  of  Parliament,  of  the  twenty-fecond  year  of  King  Charles  II. 
cap.  xi.  pafled  for  the  rebuilding  of  London,  the  uniting  of  fundry  pariihes,  the  rebuilding  of 
the  cathedral  of  St.  Paul,  and  of  the  parochial  churches. 

Whereby,  firft,  the  following  ftrects  were  direficd  to  be  widened,  viz.  Paternofter-Row, 
Warwick-Lane,  Watling-Street,  Candlewick-Street,  near  the  former,  Eaftcheap,  Swithin's- 
Lane,  Little  Wood-Street,  Milk-Street,  Tower-Street,  Water-Lane,  near  the  Cuftom»houfc, 
Rood-Lane,  St.  Mary  Hill,  Thames-Street,  from  London-Bridge  to  Puddle-Dock,  Pyc- 
Corner,  Threadnecdle-Strcet,  and  the  paffage  at  Holborn-Bridge. 

Secondly,  The  following  public  buildings  were  direfted  to  be  enlarged,  viaf.  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, Guildhall,  the  Seflions-Hoofe  in  the  Old  Bailey,  and  the  city  prifons.  Two  ihil- 
lings  more  per  chaldron  was  to  be  laid  on  coals,  in  all  three  (hillings.  One-fourth  part  of  all 
monies  appropriated  for  the  rebuilding  of  parifh  churches  was  to  be  applied  for  the  rebuilding 
of  St.  Paul's  cathedral. 

The  channel  of  Bridewell-Dock,  from  the  Thames  to  Holborn-Bridge,  fincc  known  by  the 
name  of  Fleet-Ditch,  and  now  no  longer  in  exiftence,  to  be  made  navigable.  Alfo  a  new 
Street  to  be  made  from  the  weft-end  of  Threadneedle-Strcet  into  Lotbbury  (this  is  PrlnceV 
Strcet).— Twopoftcrns,  forfoot-paflengers,  to  be  made  at  Ludgate,  and  the  gate  to  be  en- 
larged. 

At  this  time.  King  Charles  the  Second  was  enabled  by  two  afts  of  Parliament,  (viz.  oneef 
the  twenty-fecond  year  of  his  reign,  cap.  vi.  and  another  of  the  twenty-fecond  and  twenty- 
third,  cap.  xxiv.)  to  difpofe  of  or  alienate  his  fee-form  rents;  the  purchafe-money  of  which 
was  prefently  fquandered  away,  under  pretence  of  paying  the  King's  debts  bearing  intercft.— 
Thefe  rents  were  a  noble  income  ^nd  refource  to  the  crown ;  which,  furely,  no  wife  King 
would  ever  have  alienated  on  any  pretence  whatever. 

W  The  purchafers  had  very  cheap  bargains  of  thofc  rents,  though  now  thejr  fell  at  veiy 
high  prices.  Thus  this  improvident  Monarch  compleated  what  his  predeceflbrs  had  b^un, 
and  carried  very  far,  viz.  to  render  therofelvcs  abfolutely  dependent  on  their  Parliaments ; 
which  was,  and  fhould  be,  very  far  from  difpleafing  to  all  true  lovers  of  England's  liberty. 

Notwithftanding  former  prohibitions,  the  planting  of  tobacco  in  England  ftill  continued: 
wherefore  an  aft  of  Parliament  now  palled  (twenty-fecond  and  twenty-tliird  of  Charles  II. 
cap.  xxvi.)  to  prevent  it ;  which  in  its  preamble  fays,  **  ftill  increafed,  to  the  apparent  lofs  of 
•'  hit  Majefty's  cufto^s,  and  the  difcouragements  of  his  plantations  in  America,  and  the  trade 
^  and  navigation  of  the  realm/*    The  peace-officers  were  therefore  hereby  direfted  to  fearch 

for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


f>r     THE     OHIGIN     OF     COMMERCE.  50J 

A.  n-  .  .  .  '  . 

167a  for  and  prevent  tobaccogrowing  within  their  rcfpeftivc  boundsi  and  alfo  to  deftroy  the  feme, 

whether  found.     With  a  provifo,  however,  as  formerly,  of  allowing  it  to  the  phyfic-gardens 

of  both  tiniverlitiesy  or  other  private  gardens  for  phyfic  or  furgery,  fo  as  any  fuch  plantation 

exceed  not  the  compafs  of  half  a  pole  or  perch  for  every  fuch  garden. 

To  this  aA  was  added  a  claufc,  exprefsly  repealing  the  word  Ireland^  in  an  aft  of  the  twelfth 
of  tliis  King,  cap.  xviii.  So  tliat  now  the  produft  of  the  £ngli(h  plantations  brought  to  Eu- 
rope muft  be  firft  landed  in  England  only,  before  they  be  rc-fhipped  for  other  parts. 

We  have  feen,  under  the  year  1667,  that  till  tint  year  there  was  not  the  leaft  mention  of 
America  in  any  treaty  between  England  and  Spain ;  the  latter,  willing  to  keep  up  her  ancient: 
^lakns  in  that  country,  and  the  former,  determined  to  keep  and  improve  the  cftablifliment  fhe 
Iij^d  made  there.  Spain's  great  feeblencfs,  however,  at  length  brought  b«r  to  reafonable  condi- 
tions. And  as  the  eighth  article  of  the  laid  treaty  of  1667  was,  by  the  court  of  Spain^  thought 
now  to  be  too  general,  the  Spanifh  miniflry  earneftiy  applied  to  the  Englifh  court  for  a  more* 
clear  and  explanatory  treaty  relating  to  America  ;  which  was  accordingly  complied  with  by 
King  Charles  of  England,  upon  King  Charles  II.  of  Spain's  agroeing  to  recognize  the  for- 
mer's right  to  all  the  American  dominions  he  was  poflefled  of  in  this  year  1670,  when  Sir 
William  Godolphin,  the  Englifh  minifter  atMadrid^  concluded  the  following  treaty,  viz. 

"  Articles  I.  and  II.  There  fhall  be  an  univcrfal  peace,  and  a  true  and  fincere  fricndfliip  ia\ 
•*  America,  as  well  as  in  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  between  the  two  nations. 

•*  III.  and  IV.  All  enmities,  hoftilities,  &c.  ihall  henceforth  ccafe  between  the  two  Kings: 
*«  and  their  fubjefiks  :  and,  for  this  end,  both  fides  are  to  forbear  all  z^%  of  violence,  and  to-- 
^  call  in  all  commiflions,  letters  of  marque,.  &c.  and  to  declare  them  null  and  void. 

^  V.  Both  Kings  do  hereby  renounce  all  leagues,  confederacies,  &c.  to  the  prejudice  of 
^  one  another. 

**  VI;  Prifoners  on- both  fides,  detained  by  rcafbn  of  afts  of  boftiltty  hitherto  commhted  im 
**  America,  to  be  forthwith  let  at  liberty. 

^  VII.  Offences,  injuries,  and  loflfcs,  fuffered  by  cither  party  in  America,  ihall  be  \ittcrly* 
^  buried  in  oblivion. 

**  VIII.  The  King  of  Great  Britaim  his  heirs,  and  fucccflbrs,  fltall  always  poflcTs,  in  fuU^ 
"  right  of  fovereignty  and  propriety,  all  the  countries,  iflands,  colonies^  &c»  lying  and  fituate 
^  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  in  any  part  of  America,,  which  he  and  his  fuHjeftS  now  hold  andl 
^  poffefs ;  infomuch,  that  they  neither  can  nor  ought  hereafter  to  be  contefted,  under  any  pre*- 
**  tcnce  whatfcvcr.. 

"  IX.  The  fiibjcfts,  merchants,  captains,  maftersi  and' mariners,  of  each  ally  refpeftively, 
•*  fliall  forbear  and  abftain  from-failing  to  and  trafficking  in  the  ports  and  havens  th^t  have- 
•*  fortifications  or  magazines,  and  in  all  other  places  poffeffed  by  cither  party  in  the  Wi^ft  In- 
««  di^s. — ^But  if  at  any  time  either  of  the  Kings  fhall  think  proper  to  grant  tlie  other's  fubjefts 
**  any  general  or  particular  leave  or  privileges  to  fail  to  and  traffic  in  any  *of  the  places  under- 
**  his  obedience,  the  (aid  traffic  and  navigation  fhall  be  c%ercifed  according  to  the  form  and" 
**  effcft  of  the  faid  leave  and  privileges  fb  granted  them;  for  the  fecurity,  guaranty,  and  au— 
«*  tiiority  whereof,  this  prcfent  treaty  and  the  ratification  of  it  fliall  ferve. 

<*  X.  In  cafe  the  fubjcfts  of  either  aily,  and  their  fhips,  whether  fliips  of  war  or  merchant* 
**-ftips,  fhall  at  any  time  be  forced,  by  ftorm,  purfait  of  pirates  or  enemies,  or  any  other^ 
•*  accident,  to  retire  and  enter  into  any  of  the  rivers,  creeks,  bays,  havens,  roads,  and  ports; 
•*- belonging  to  the  other  in  America,  for. protcdioa.  and  refuge,  they  fhall  be  received  and1 

*•  treated! 


Digitized  by 


Google 


504      AN     HISTORICAL     AND     CHRONOLOGICAL      ©EDUCTION 

A.     D. 

1670  '*  treated  there  with  all  manner  of  humanity,  civility,  protcflion,  and  afliftance ;  (hall  be  al- 
•*'  lowed  to  refrefli  themfelves,  -and,  at  a  common  price,  to  buy  provifions  and  other  ncccfla^ 
<*  ries,  for  the  convenience  of^their  voyage ;  and  Ihall  be  permitted  to  depart  without  let  or 
"'  «*  moleftation. 

"  XL  Or  if  the  (hips  of  either  party  (hall  run  upon  fand-banks,  or  be  (hipwrecked,  witliin 
**  the  dominions  of  the  other,  or  fuffer  any  damage  there,  the  faid  perfons  (hall  by  no  means 
"  be  detained  prifoners  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  (hall  have  all  manner  of  a(riftancc,  an<i  (hail 
**  have  paflTport  for  their  free  and  peaceable  return  to  their  own  country. 

•*  XII.  But  yet,  in  cafe  thofe  (hips  happen  to  be  three  or  four  together,  fo  as  to  give  juft 
*^  ground  of  fufpicion  ;  in  fuch  cafe  they  (hall,  as  foon  as  arrived  tliere,  let  the  governor  or  chief 
*•  magiftrate  of  the  place  know'thc  caufe  of  their  coming,  and  (hall  tarry  no  longer  there  than 
*^  the  faid  governor  or  chief -magiftrate  will  give  them  leave,  after  fupplying  themfclvcs  with 
^*  provifions,  and  refitting  their  Ihips.  And  they  are  ever  to  abftain  from  putting  any  wares 
"  or  bales  of  goods  on  (hore,  to  expofe  them  to  fale :  neither  are  they  to  receive  any  mcrchan- 
**  dize  on  board,  nor  do  any  thingthat  is  contrary  to  this  treaty. 

"  XIII.  and  XIV.  The  prefent  treaty  to  be  inviolably  obferved  by  both  parties  and  their 
'**  fubjefts.  And  particular  ofiences  (hall  no  way  prejudice  this  treaty:  but  every  one  (hall 
**  anfwer  for  what  he  has  done,  and  be  profecuted  for  contravening  it.  Nehher  (hall  letters 
"  of  reprilal,  or  any  other  like  methods  for  obtaining  reparation  be  granted,  unlcfs  jufticc 
**  (hall  beaftually  denied,  or  unreafonable  delays  be  ufed.  In.  which  cafe,  it  (hall  be  lawful 
*^to  have  rcCoarfe  to  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  law  of  nations,  until  reparation  be  made  to  the 
"  pcffon  that  has  been  injured. 

^^*  .XV.  This  treaty  (hall  not  derogate  from  any  pre-eminence,  right,  or  figniory,  which 
"  cither  the  one  or  the  other  of  the  allies  have  in  the  feas,  ftraits,  or  fre|h-watcrs  of  America. 
**  And  it  is  always  to  be  underftood,  that  the  freedom  of  navigation  ought  by  no  manner  of 
**  means  to  be  interrupted,  when  there  is  nothing  committed  contrary  to  the  true  fenfc  and 
-**  meaning  of  thefe  articles." 

By  this  famous  treaty,  the  pirates  or  buccaneers,  who,  for  fevqral  years,  had  gready  an- 
noyed Spanilh  America,  were  cut  off  from  all  future  prote£lion  from  England  in  any  hoftilc 
attempts  on  the  Spani(h  American  dominions  ;  and  all  commifllons  to  fuch,  were  called  in  and 
annulled :  by  which  a  very  troublefome  thorn  was  taken  out  of  her  foot. 

it  was  on  the  authority  of  this  treaty,  confirmed  by  fubfequent  ones,  that  EDgli(h  (hips 
failing  along,  though  not  landing  on  the  coafts  of  the  Spani(h  dominions  in  America,  have 
been  formerly  fo  long  and  fo  much  difturbed  by  the  (hips  of  Spain  called  guard  de  coftas,  and 
which  obliged  the  Jate  Kingof  Great  Britain  at  length  to  declare  war  againft  Spain,  in  die 
year  I739f  as  will  be  feen  under  that  year :  and  yet  this  controverfy  ftjll  remains  to  this  day 
undecided  ;  even  although  the  laft  part  of  the  above  fifteenth  article  provides  for  the  freedom 
.    of  navigation  in  exprefs  terms. 

About  this  time.  Sir  Jofiah  Child  firft  publi(hed  his  Difcourfcs  on  Trade ;  which,  he  tells 
•tis,  he  firft  wrote  at  his  country-houfe,  in  the  ficknefs  year,  in  1665  ;  and  although  written 
fo  long  ago,  yet,  taken  all  together,  it  is  ftill  an  excellent  book  on  tliat  fubjed.  One  of  his 
greateft  and  moft  favourite  points  therein,  was  to  labour  to  perfuade  men  how  much  the  low 
intcreft  of  money  contributes  to  the  advancement  of  the  commerce  and  riches  of  a  nation  ; 
which  he  more  particularly  exemplifies  in  the  Hollanders. — Yet,  certainly,  in  fome  Icflcr 
jpoints,  he  pu(hes  the  fubjcft  too  far  j   and  is  for  introducing  fome  Dutch  cuftoms  which 
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1670  wbuld  not  fuit  the  genius,  laws,  and  conftitution  of  Britain ;  fuch  as  the  transferring  of  all 

bills  of  private  debts  ;  alfo  Gavel-kind,  or  the  dividing  the  eftate  of  a  father  equally  to  all  his 
children.  Such  joints  feeming  fitter  for  a  Republic,  like  Holland,  wholly  made  up  of  mer- 
chants, than  for  a  great  Monarchy  with  an  immenfe  fund  of  land.  Yet,  upon  the  whole,  his 
foundations',  obfervations,  and  informations  are  juft,  and  very  ufcful. 

I.  In  his  preface  he  aflerts,  •*  that  our  exports  of  native  commodities  to  Spain  and  For- 
^*  ttugal  are  more  than  trebled  within  lefs  than  thirty  years ;  or  fince  1640. 

**  II.  That  in  the  Ruflia  trade  the  Hollanders  had,  in  the  preceding  year,  twenty-two  fail 
**  of  great  (hips,  and  the  Englifti  but  one. 

«*  III.  That  in  the  Greenland  whale  fifhery,  the  Dutch  and  Hamburghers  had  annually 
^*  four  or  five  hundred  fail,  and  the  Engliih  but  one  Ihip  laft  year,  and  none  in  the  for- 
^*  mer  one. 

**  IV.  That  the  Hollanders  haw  the  great  trade  for  fait  from  Portugal  and  France ;  and 
**  that  immenfe  fifhing  for  white  herrings  upon  our  own  coafts. 

**  V.  In  the  Eaftland,  1.  e.  Baltic,  the  Englifh  have  not  half  fo  much  to  do  as  formerly  ; 
•*  and  the  Dutch  ten  times  n)ore  than  they  formerly  had.     And 

•*  He  fays.  That  the  Dutch  intereft  of  three  per  cent,  and  the  narrow  limited  Companies  of 
**  England,  have  beaten  us  out  of  thefe  and  fome  other  trades  which  he  could  name.*'  He 
means  here  the  Ruflia,  Merchant-adventurers,  and  Eaftland  Companies. 

**  VI.  He  juftly  remarks.  That,  in  all  probability,  the  Dutch  would  have  long  fincc  en- 
**  grofled  the  trade  of  red  herrings,  but  for  two  ftrong  reafons,  viz. 

"  Firft,  That  the  fifli  for  that  purpofe  muft  be  direftly  brought  frefli  on  fhore,  as  at  Yar- 
**  mouth,  which  the  Dutch  cannot  do,  becaufe  the  herrings  fwim  on  our  coafts,  and  are  at 
•*  too  great  a  diftance  from  theirs. 

*•  Secondly,  They  muft  be  fmoaked  with  wood  ;  which  cannot  be  done  on  reafonable  term* 
•*  but  in  a  woody  country,  which  Holland  is  not.  And  the  like  may  be  faid  of  our  pilchard 
*'  trade,  which  muft  be  cured  and  prefled  upon  the  land,  which  the  Dutch  cannot  do. 

"  VIL  Neither  can  the  Dutch  gain  firm  footing  in  the  Newfoundland  and  New  England 
**  filherlcs,  as  being  managed  by  our  weft  country  ports,  properly  fituated  for  it. 

**  VIII.  England,  fays  our  author,  has  no  fharc  in  the  trade  to  China  and  Japan;  to  both 
**  which  the  Dutch  have  a  great  trade.  Since  his  time  we  luve  long  liad  the  largeft  trade  to 
^^  China  of  any  European  nation. 

"  As  to  our  Norway  trade,  it  is  in  great  part  loft  to  the  Danes,  Holfteiners,  &c.  by  meanc 
f*  of  fome  claufes  in  our  A€t  of  Navigation." 

Thefe  northern  nations  by  bringing  to  us  their  own  produft  in  their  own  proper  fhipping^ 
vrhich  they  navigate  cheaper  than  we  can  do,  muft  ever  retain  a  great  fliare  of  that  trade. 

And  with  refpeft  to  our  having  loft,  as  he  juftly  obferves,  a  very  great  part  of  our  former 
exportations  to  France,  we  need  only  to  obferve.  That,  fince  his  time,  we  have  done  all  that 
was  in  our  power  for  retaliating  their  great  impofts  on  our  draperies,  chiefly  by  our  laying  high 
duties  on  their  wines,  brandies,  &c.  and  by  our  kgiflature's  rejefting  the  French  bill  of  com- 
merce in  the  year  1713. 

He  fays,  **  That  a  great  part  of  the  plate  trade  from  Cadiz  is  loft  by  us  to  the  Dutch.** 
Had  he  lived  till  our  time,  he  would  have  been  louder  wrth  regard  to  the  French,  in  this  refpeft. 

What  he  fays  of  tlie  Dutch  having  bereaved  us  of  the  trade  to  Scotland  and  Ireland,  is  quite 
reverfed  in  our  time.  With  regard  to  the  former  country,  by  the  confolidated  union  of  the 
jtwo  kingdoms  ;  and  to  the  latter,  by  the  greater  application  of  both  natiojis. 
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1670  He  well  obferves,  **  That  no  trades  do  fo  much  merit  our  care  as  thofe  which  employ  moft 
"  {hipping ;  iince,  befide  the  profit  by  the  merchandize,  the  freight  is  often  more  in  value 
"  than  the  faid  merchandize,  and  is  all  clear  profit  to  the  nation  :  and  the  (hips  and  failors 
"  are  an  addition  of  power  and  ftrength  to  us." 

Next,  he  comes  again  to  tlie  brighter  fide  of  our  commerce,  befide  our  two  before-named 
fiftieries,  &c. 

**  Firft,  In  our  Turkey,  Italian,  Spaniih,  and  Portuguefe  trades,  we  have  the  Aatural 
"  advantage  of  our  wool. 

**  Secondly,  Our  provifions  and  fuel,  in  country  places,  are  cheaper  than  the  Dutch 
**  have  them. 

"  Thirdly,  Our  native  commodities  of  lead  and  tin  are  great  advantages. 
*•  Fourthly,  He  juftly  terms  our  Aft  of  Navigation  our  Charta  Maritima,  on  account  of 
"  its  many  benefits  to  us  ;  as  it  compels  us  to  import  foreign  merchandize  in  our  own  Ihip- 
•^  ping,  and  as  it  alfo  fecures  to  us  the  fole  trade  to  our  plantations  in  America. 

*'  Fifthly,  He  fhews  the  vaft  increafe  of  England's  riches,  even  in  only  twenty  years  fpacc, 
"  i./.  fince  the  year  1650. 

'*  For,  firft,  fays  he,  we  give  generally  now  one  third  more  money  with  apprentices  than 
**  we  did  twenty  years  before. 

**  Secondly,  Notwithftanding  the  decay  of  fo  me,  and  the  lofs  of  other  trades;  yet,  in  the 
**  grofs,  we  fhip  off  now  one  third  more  of  our  manufaftures,  and  of  our  tin  and  lead,  thaa 
**  we  did  twenty  years  ago. 

*^*  Thirdly,  New  built  houfes  in  London  yield  twice  the  rent  which  they  did  before  the 
*^  conflagration,  in  the  year  1666  ;  and  houfes,  immediately  before  that  fire,  generally  yielded 
"one-fourth  more  rent  than  they  did  twenty  years  ago. 

"  Fourthly,  The  fpeedy  and  coflly  rebuilding,  after  that  great  fire,  in  London,  isacon- 
**  vincing  (and  to  a  ftranger  an  amazing)  argument  of  the  plenty  and  late  increafe  of  inoncy 
"  in  England. 

•*  Fifthly,  We  have  now  more  than  double  the  number  of  merchants  and  fhipping  that  we 
"  had  twenty  years  ago. 

"  Sixthly,  The  courfe  of  our  trade,  from  the  increafe  of  our  money,  is  ftrangely  altered 
"  within  thefe  twenty  years  ;  moft  payments  from  merchants  and  fhopkeepers  being  no^ 
•*  made  with  ready  money  ;  whereas  formerly  the  courfe  of  our  general  trade  run  at  three,  fix, 
*'  nine,  and  eighteen  months  time." 

As  to  the  objeftion,  that  all  forts  of  men  complain  fo  much  of  the  fcarcity  of  money,  efpc- 
cially  in  the  country  ;  he  judicioufly  anfwers, 

"  Firft,  That  this  humour  of  complaining  proceeds  from  the  frailty  of  our  natures :  itbc- 
•*  ing  natural  for  men  to  complain  of  the  prefent,  and  to  commend  the  times  paft.  And  I 
«*  can  fay  with  truth,  upon  my  own  memory,  that  men  did  complam  as  much  of  the  fcarcitv 
**  of  money  ever  fince  I  knew  the  world  as  they  do  now  :  nay  the  very  feme  perfons  who  now 
**  complain  of  this,  and  commend  that  time. 

**  Secondly,  This  complaint  proceeds  from  many  men  finding  themfelves  uneafy  in  matters 
**  of  their  religion,  /.  e.  the  perfecution  of  the  Protefta-nt  Diffenters. — It  being  natural  for 
*•  men,  when  they  are  difcontented  at  one  thing,  to  complain  of  all. 
•  "  Thirdly,  And  more  efpccially,  this  complaint  in  the  country  proceeds  from  the  late  prac- 
**  tice  of  bringing  up  the  tax  money  in  waggor^s  to  London,  which  did  doubtlefs  caufea  fcar- 
**  city  of  money  in  tlie  country." 
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1670      In  this  gentleman*s  time,  the  dealings  between  the  country  and  London  were  not  fo  great 

as  in  our  days,  wherefore  bills  of  exchange  on  London  could  not  then  fo  readily  be  had,  on 
eafy  terms,  as  at  prefent ;  which  confideration  explains  what  he  feeras  to  have  left  without 
illuflration.  •  . 

**  Fourthly,  and  prtncipilly,  This  feeming  fcarcity  of  money  proceeds  from  the  trade  of 
"  hankering,  which  obftrufts  circulation,  advances  ufury,  and  renders  it  fo  eafy,  that  moft 
**  men,  as  foon  as  they  can  make  up  a  fum  of  fifty  or  one  hundred  pounds,  fend  it  in  to  the 
^'  goldftnith:  which  doth  and  will  occafion,  while  it  lads,  that  fatal  preffing  neccflity  for 
«*  money  fo  vifible  throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  both  to  Prince  and  people." 

This  paragraph,  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  circulation,  merits  explication  :  for  the  money  fo  put 
into  the  goldfmiths  hands  of  London,  in  thofe  times,  was  far  from  circulating,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  running  ca(h-notcs  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  of  fome  bankers  in  our  days ; 
for  in  fuch  cafe,  it  would  undoubtedly  have  increafed  the  currency;  but  as  the  bankers  of 
London,  in  thofe  times,  advanced  their  money  to  the  crown  on  tlie  credit  of  Parliamentary 
grants,  and  that  to  King  Charles  the  Second  thofe  advances  were  always  at  extravagant  inte- 
reft ;  the  bankers,  therefore,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  fupply  the  neceffities  of  that  improvident 
Prince,  were  glad  to  allow  a  leflTer  intereft,  for  a  certain  time,  to  people  who  brouglit  their 
money  to  them  as  already  mentioned  ;  which  trade  certainly  hindered  the  circulation  of 
money,  inftcad  of  increafing  it :  but  we  (hall  foon  fee  an  end  piit  to  it,  by  the  fliutting  up  of 
the  Exchequer. 

This  famous  author  alfo  infifts  much  on  the  great  advantage  the  Dutch  had  over  England, 
in  point  of  commerce,  from  the  lownefs  of  their  cuftoms  on  merchandize.  And  yet,  he  fub- 
joirjs,  **  That  two  per  cent,  extraordinary  on  the  intereft  of  money  is  worfe  than  four  per 
**  cent,  extraordinary  in  cuftoms ;  becaufe  cuftoms  run  only  upon  our  goods  imported'or  ex- 
*•  ported,  and  that  but  once  for  all :  whereas  intereft  runs  as  well  upon  our  Ihips  as  goods, 
**  and  muft  be  annually  paid  on  both,  fo  long  as  they  are  in  being.*' 

In  his  faid  treatife,  he  remarks,  **  how  much  Ireland  has  been  improved  by  the  late  Com- 
**  monwealth's  Englifh  foldiers  fettling  on  the  lands  of  that  kingdom ;  whereby  they  were 
**  become  fo  confiderable  as  to  fupply  foreign  markets,  as  well  as  our  own  plantations  in  A- 
"  merica,  with  beef,  pork,  hides,  tallow,  bread,  beer,  wood,  and  corn,  at  cheaper  rates  than 
•*  we  can  afford  to  do  ;  to  the  beating  us  out  of  thofe  trades.  Whereas  formerly,  f.  e.  pre- 
*'  fently  after  the  late  Iri(h  war,  begun  in  the  year  1640,  many  men  got  good  cftates  by  tranf- 
•*  porting  of  Englifh  cattle  thither." 

Such  are  the  perpetual  fluAuations  in  commerce ;  fo  that  the  Irifh,  about  thefe  times,  pour- 
ed in  their  live  cattle  upon  England,  till  we  were  obliged,  for  the  pacifying  of  our  landed 
gentlemen,  to  enaft  a  total  prohibition  of  them. 

We  have  alfo  feen,  in  our  own  times,  fo  great  an  improvement  in  thofe  refpefts,  'in  our 
Tiorthern  continent  colonies  of  America,  in  point  of  railing  ftocks  of  cattle,  more  cfpecially 
of  hogs,  as  alfo  in  producing  corn  and  pulfe,  that  they  in  a  great  meafure  fupply  our  own 
fugar  colonies  therewith,  and  with  timber,  pipe  ftaves,  and  other  lumber,  as  they  term  it, 
and  alfo  the  fugar  colonics  of  other  European  nations.  In  times  of  dearth  alfo,  even  in  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  thofe  of  New  York,  Pcnnfylvania,  and  the  Jerfeys,  have  helped  to  fupply  us 
with  corn. 

About  this  time  it  was,  that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  fent  for  the  bcft  glafs-makers^  glafs- 
grinders,  and  polifliers,  from  Venice  j  which  public-fpirited  dcfign  has  fincc  fo  well  fucceed- 
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1670  ed,  as  to  be  now  enabkd  to  fend  to  that  very  place,  and  to  alraoft  every  other  part  of  Europe^ 
and  to  Afia,  Africa,  and  America,  the  very  fineft  glafs  of  all  forts  that  the  earth  can  produce. 

With  refpeft:  to  the  benefits  ai\d  advantages  accruing  to  England  from  its  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany and  trade,  Sir  Jofiah  Child  (who  was  an  eminent  direftor  and  promoter  of  it)  in  his  be- 
fore-quoted work,  fupppfes  i^to  be  far  from  difficult  to  evince  it  to  be  the  moft  beneficial 
trade  which  England  at  that  time  carried-  on:  which  he  lays  down  in  the  following pofi- 
tion,  viz. 

I.  "  It  employs  from  thirty-five  to  forty  fail  of  the  moft  warlike  mercantile  fhips  of  the- 
^*  kingdom,  withfixty  to  one  hundred  mariners  in  each  fhip. 

II.  "  It  fupplies  the  kingdom,  conftantly  and  fully  with  that  moft.  material  ^cccffary  of 
•*  faltpetre. 

HI.  "  It  fupplies  the  kingdom,  for  its  confumption,  with  pepper,  indigo,  callicocs,  ant 
**  feveral  ufeful  drugs,"  the  China  tea  trade  was  not  as  yet  introduced,  "  to  the  value  of  one: 
**-  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  yearly. 

IV.  •*  It  alfo  fupplies  us  with  materials  for  carrying  on  our  trade  to  Turkey,  viz,  witL 
**^  pepper,  cowries,  callicoes,  anipainted  fluffs  ;  as  alfo  for  our  trades  to  France,  Spain,  Italy, 
"  and  Guinea :  to  the  amount  of  two  or  three,  hundred  thoufand  pounds  yearly.  Moft  of 
**  which  trades,"  heaflferts,  **  we  could  not  carry  on  with  any  confiderable  advantage  but  for 
**  thofe  fupplies.  And  thofe  goods  exported,  do  produce,  in  foreign  parts,  to  be  returned  to 
"  England,  fix  times  the  tieafure  in  fpecie,  which  the  Company  exports  from  England  to- 
^India.'^ 

H«  therefore  conchides,  **  That,  although  the  Eaft  India  Company's  imports  greatly  cx- 
'•^  ceed  its  exports  of  our  manufaflures,  yet,  for  the  above  reafons,  it  is  clearly  a  gainful  trade 
^*  to  the  nation  :  he  fubjoins  to  this, 

*'  Firft,  That  if  we  had  not  this  trade  ourfelves,  the  fiilgle  article  of  faltpetre,  fo  abfolutcly 
**  necefTary  for  making  of  gunpowder,  would  coft  us  a  Vaft  annual  fum  to  purchafe  it  from 
**  the  Durchi 

'*  Secondly,  The  lofs  of  fo  many  ftout  (hips  and  mariners  would  be  a  gipeat  detriment  to 
**  the  nation. 

"  Thirdly,  Were  we  forced  to  buy  all  our  pepper,  callicoes,  &c.  from  the  Dutch,  tlicy 
^'  would  make  us  pay  as-  dear  for  them  as  we  do  for  aur  nutmegs,  cinnamon,  cloves,  and 
**  mace.     And  if  we  did  not  ufe  callicoes,  we  Ihould  fall  into  the  ufe  of  foreigji  linens." 

By  the  immenfe  increafe  and  inH)rovements  of  Scotch  and  Irilh  linens^  fin ce. this. author 
wrote,  this  laft-named  pofition  feems  to  be  fruftrated  ;  but  the  other  arguments  remain  valid 
even  to  our  prefent  times. 

In  the  ingenious  Mr.  Polexfen's  Difcourfe  on  Trade,  puWifhed  in  the  year  1696,.  there  iV 
the  following  remarkable  paragraph,  rWating  to  our  Englilh  Eaft  India  Company,  viz. 
**  Till  after  the  year  1670,  the  importations  from  the  Eaft  Indies  were  chiefly  drugs,  falt- 
**  petie,  fpices,  callicoes,  and  diamonds:  then  throwfters,  weavers,,  dyers, . &c.  werefentta 
"  India,  by  the  Company,  for  teaching  the  Indians  to  pleafe  the  European  fancies."  And 
this  brought  to  us  fuch  an  inundation  of  wrought  filks  and  ftufFs  of  many  various  forts,, 
that  our  own  manufaftures  were  greatly  obftrufted:  wherefore,  long  after,  the  legislature 
found  it  necelTary  abfolwtely  to  prohibit  the  wear  of  them  at  home.  So  now  they  arc.  all  re- 
exported. 
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X670  After  all  that  has  formerly  been  faid  on  the  following  fubjc£t,-  we  are  neverthelefs  greatly 
obliged  to  Sir  Jofiah  Child  in  particular^  in  his  aforefaid  work,  for  the  firft  judicious  diflcrta- 
tion  we  have  met  with,  on  the  difficulties  attending  the  means  of  difcovering  the  true  flate  of 
our  national  balance  of  trade  :'  wherefore  we  have  thrown  this,  and  the  arguments  of  fome 
©ther  later  authors  together,  on  this  curious  and  raoft  interefting  enquiry,  that  the  whole  may 
appear  in  one  view. 

There  are,  fty  they,  but  three  ways  or  rules  of  judging  whether  tlie  balance  of  trade  be  for 
or  againft  us,  viz. 

Firft,  By  difcovering  the  true  value  of  our  exports  and  imports  from  the  Cuftom  Houfe 
books  ;  and  this  would,  without  doubt,  be  a  good  rule,  were  it  praAicable :  yet  as  there  is  a 
difficulty,  and  even  an  impoflibility,  of  taking  a  true  account,  as  well  of  the  quantity  as  of 
tlie  value  of  commodities  exported  and  imported,  this  rule  will  by  no  means  cfFedually 
ferve  us% 

Firft,  Becaufe  many  fine  goods,  as  jewels,  fine  lace,  cambrics,  rich  filks,  &c.  are  import- 
ed by  ftealth. 

Secondly,  In  our  remote  out- ports  and  creeks;  the  fame  is  oftentrue  even  of  more,  bulky, 
wares. 

Thirdly,  The  true  quantities  and  qualities  are  not,  in  many  cafes,  exa£lly  entered ;  more 
cfpecially  with  refpeft  to  woollen  goods  exported ;  becaufe  many  traders,  to  get  a  great  name,, 
and  perhaps  fometimes  for  worfe  rcafons,  do  enter  greater  quantities  than  they  really  export;, 
they  paying  little  or  no  duty. 

Fourthly,  As  the  rates  of  the  cuftoms  are  in  no  kind  proportionable  on  exportations  ;.  fome 
of  our  own  commodities  being  rated  very  low,  as  our  drapery,  filk-wares,  haberdafhery,  and. 
iron  ware ;  others  high,  as  lead  and  tin ;  and  fifh,  in  Englifh  Ihips,  nothing  at  all :  and  the 
rates  of  foreign  commodities  imported,  are  yet  more  unequal :  befides  that  foreign  commodi- 
ties,  imported  in  Englifh  fhips,  fhould  be  valued  only  at  prime  coft  and  charges,  till  on  board  j. 
and  thofe  in  foreign  fhips  with  the  addition  of  the  homeward  freight. 

Moreover,  by  accidents  in  trade,  fuch  as  loflcs  at  fea,  bad  markets,  bankruptcies  beyond. 
fca,  feizures,  &c.  the  original  ftock  may  be  lefTened,  and  the  value  of  tlie  commodities  im- 
ported in  return,  may  be  confiderably  lefs  than  the  value  of  the  commodities  exported,  and. 
yet  may  be  the  full  returns  ;  and  fo  the  nation  no  gainer,  though  the  exports  were,  more  in  ; 
value  than  the  imports.  On  the  other  hand,  it  may  chance  that  the  ftock  exported  may  meet 
with  a  very  lucky  fale,  whereby  the  returns  may  be  of  a  much  greater  value,  though  really  but 
the  bare  returns  of  the  exports  ;  and  fp  the  nation  no  lofer,  but  in  fa£t  a^gainer,.  although  the- 
imports  may  exceed  the  exports. 

Sir  Jofiah  Child  alleges  the  examples  of  Ireland,  Virginia,  and  Barbadbes,  to  fKew  the  great 
uncertainty,  in  fome  cafes,  of  the  notion  of  truly  ftating?  the  ger>eral  balance  of  a  nation's 
commerce:  **  for,  fays  he,  thofe  three  countries  do,  without  doubt,  export  annually  a  far 
•*  greater  value  of  the  commodities  of  their  native  growth,,  than  is  imported  to  thera  from.^ 
**  hence,  or  from  any  foreign  country,,  and  yet  they  are  not  fuch  great  gainers,  but  continue- 
**  poor.**     With  refpeft  to  Virginia  and  Barbadoes,  it  may  be  remarked  on  this  able  author^, 
that,  even  in  his  time,  thofe  plantations,  and  efpccially  the  latter,  were  growing  rich ;  for - 
even  then  we  find  them  fending  home  to  their  motlier  country,  fome  of  thcic  overgrown  plan*- 
$fixs».  toiettle.  with  their  fortunes  among  us.. 
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1670  As  to  Ireland,  it  has  been  entirely  the  people's  own  fault  in  not  being  rich  then,  through  the 
lazinefs  and  floth  of  the  poorer  fort  of  people,  and  the  luxury  of  their  landed  gentry,  who  af- 
fe£l  to  inaulge  themfelves  with  foreign  wines,  manufadtures,  Sec.  and  many  of  them  fpcnd 
their  incomes  out  of  their  own  country ;  yet,  notwithftanding,  Ireland,  in  our  days,  is  well 
known  to  be  growing  more  rich  and  profpcrous  than  ever  before ;  and  has  much  more  com- 
merce and  manufafturcs  than  formerly,  more  efpecially  that  immenfely  increafed  one  of  the 
linen  and  cambric  manufacture  ;  giving  jcaloufy  not  only  to  Scotland,  its  great  rival  therein, 
but  to  Holland  and  Germany,  in  a  very  great  degree. 

Moreover,  the  rule  of  judging  of  the  general  balance  of  trade  from  the  nation's  exports  and 
imports,  is  very  exceptionable,  when  applied  to  particular  trades.  Seeing  it  may  happen, 
that  although  we  may  really  import  much  more  in  value  from  fome  certain  countries  than  wc 
export  thither,  yet  the  trade  to  thofe  very  countries  may  be  fuch  an  one,  as  cither,  in  its  own 
nature,  we  cannot  be  without,  orelfe,  in  its  confequences,  is  really  prod uftive  of  greater  profit 
by  the  re-exportation  of  its  merchandize  firft  imported  hither. 

Let  us,  for  inftance,  fuppofe,  what  will  readily  be  granted,  that  naval  ftores,  Spanilh  wool, 
and  faltpctre,  are  three  commodities  which  wc  cannot  be  without : 

The  firft.  For  our  whole  navigation  and  commerce. 

The  lecond.  For  our  fine  woollen  cloth  trade  :  and 

The  third,  For  gunpowder.  Then,  we  fay,  that  we  fhould  be  under  the  neccffity  of  carry- 
ing on  a  trade  with  the  countries  which  furnifh  thofe  three  commodities,  let  the  balance  be 
ever  fo  much  againft  us.  Or,  in  other  words,  let  our  imports  from  thence  ever  fo  much  ex- 
ceed our  exports  thither. 

As  to  the  firft,  viz.  naval  ftores,  the  balance  is  greatly  againft  us  ;  Denmark,  Norway,  and 
Sweden,  from  whence  we  have  the  moft  of  our  timber,  taking  off  but  very  fewof  our  mer- 
chandize, in  comparifon  of  the  quantity  we  take  of  their  timber,  mafts,  deals,  and  tar;  bcfidc 
ftockfifh,  &c.  and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  other  countries  within  the  Sound,  from  whence 
our  other  kinds  of  naval  ftores  come  ;  as  hemp,  from  Livonia  and  Ruiha ;  oak  plank,  from 
Pruflia,  &c.  Yet,  until  we  can  bring  our  own  North  American  plantations  into  a  method 
of  fupplying  us  entirely  with  naval  ftores,  there  is  no  remedy.  The  fame  might  be  faid  alfo 
of  the  other  two  commodities,  even  though  the  balance  ftiould  be  againft  us  j  neither  of  which, 
however,  is  the  cafe. 

Secondly,  The  fecond  rule  to  judge  of  the  general  balance  of  our  trade,  is,  to  obfervc  care- 
fully the  courfe  of  exchange  between  us  and  foreign  countries  :  and  if  that  be  generally  found 
againft  us,  that  is  to  fay,  if  it  be  generally  above  the  intrinfic  value  or  par  of  the  coins  of  thofe 
foreign  countries,  wc  certainly  lofe  by  the  general  courfe  of  our  foreign  commerce :  or,  in 
other  words,  they  certainly  fend  us  more  of  their  merchandize  than  they  take  of  ours.  And 
certainly,  fays  Sir  Jofiah  Child,  when  once  the  exchange  comes  to  be  five  or  fix  per  cent. 
above  the  true  value  or  par  of  foreign  monies,  our  treafure  will  be  carried  out,  whatever  laws 
wc  may  make  to  prevent  it.  On  the  contrary,  wc  Ihould  be  gainers,  if  the  exchange  were  fo 
much  in  our  favour;  which  is  our  cafe  with  Portugal,  and  alfo  with  fome  other  cou'ntrics 
though  perhaps  not  in  quite  fo  great  a  degree  ;  from  whence  wc  actually  import  much  of  tlieir 
coin,  by  means  of  the  balance  being  in  our  favour. 

Yet  even  this  rule,  drawn  from  exchanges,  though  a  very  plaufible  one,  (and  the  diligent 
pbfervance  whereof  may  be  very  ufeful  and-  ireceflTary  in  many  refpefts)  is  likewife liable  to 
great  vaiiations  on  fcveral  accounts,  occafioned  from  the  accidents  which  frequently  happen  in 
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1670  the  public  concerns  of  nations,  by  wars,  famines,  revolutions,  &c.  Moreover,  there  is  no 
eftablifhed  and  direft  courfe  of  exchange  with  feveral  countries  to  which  we  trade :  fuch  as 
Poland,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Norway,  Ruflia,  Turkey,  Barbary,  Sicily,  the  Canaries,  &c.— 
For  thefe,  and  fimilar  reafons,  this  fcience  of  exchanges,  though  a  very  ingenious  enquiry, 
and  which,  when  applied  to  this  or  that  particular  country,  may  often  be  extremely  ufeful, 
will  not,  however,  fully  anfwer  the  charafter  of  an  adequate  rule  to  judge  of  the  nation!s  profit 
or  lofs  by  our  general  trade. 

Thirdly,  The  third,  laft,  and  fu reft  rule,  to  judge  of  the  general  balance,  /.  e.  of  the  lofs 
or  gain  of  tlie  trade  of  any  nation,  is,  by  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  its  general  commercp  and 
fhipping.  Yet,  even  then,  wc  muft  not  frame  our  judgment  rafhly,  or  for  a  few  years  only  ; 
For  nations,  like  private  merchants,  may  make  a  great  ftir  in  Ihipping,  exportations,  and 
importations,  and  may  feem  to  have  a  mighty  gainful  commerce ;  when,  perhaps,  in  a  few 
years  longer,  all  this  feeming  gainful  bufinefs  may  prove  a  confuming  trade,  and  a  vifible  de- 
cay may  foon  follow  in  the  whole  body-politic.  Our  fhips  may  lie  unemployed  ; — our  failors 
may  be  gone  into  foreign  fervice ; — our  manufadlurers  and  artificers  out  of  bufinefs ; — our 
goods  uncalled  for; — our  cuftoms  falling^  fhort; — our  poor's  rates  increafed,  &c. — Thefe  arc 
the  fad  and  furc  figns  to  a  nation  of  a  declining  commerce.  But,  on  the  contrary,  if  a  nation 
has,  for  a  long  fcries  of  years,  been  increafing  in  all  the  above  particulars  ;  if  the  number  of 
our  merchant  Ihips,  and  confequently  of  our  mariners,  be  vifibly  increafed,  and  ftill  increaf- 
ing J — if  there  be  a  greater  general  appearance  of  wealth  and  fplendor  than  in  former  times, 
viz.  in  plate,  jewels,  houlhold  furniture,  equipages,  apparel,  libraries,  paintings,  medals, 
&c.  which,  inftead  of  being  only  confined  to  a  few  of  the  great  ones,  as  in  old  times,  are  be- 
come difFufed  amongft  the  middling  gentry,  and  merchants,  and  even  amongft  the  middling 
clafs  of  traders  and  manufafturers  ; — if  the  prices  of  lands  keep  up  and  increafe  ; — and  that 
there  is  a  greater  appearance  of  money  every  where  than  formerly  ; — then  we  may  undoubted- 
ly pronounce  that  nation  to  be  in  a  thriving  condition.  And  that  this  is  the  prefcnt  happy 
cafe  of  Great  Britain,  and  even  of  Ireland,  whilft  we  are  now  writing,  is  what  is  clearly  de- 
monftrable  and  obvious. 

Neither  do  the  complaints  of  our  increafing  luxury  at  all  militate  againft  this  pofition ;  fince 
luxury,  more  or  lefs,  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  concomitant  of  increafing  wealth  and  com- 
merce. Nor  will  it  be  of  any  folid  weight,  to  objeft,  that  fome  particular  branches  of  trade 
are  decaying,-^if  we  increafe  at  leaft  as  much  or  more  in  fome  other  bunches.  If  we  have, 
for  inftance,  long  fince  loft  the  market  of  France,  and  perhaps  partly  of  Italy  and  Turkey, 
for  woollen  goods;  how  much  more  have  we  increafed  in  the  exportation  of  them  to  other 
parts  of  Europe;  but  more  efpecially  to  our  American  plantations ? — Which,  according  to 
Sir  Jofiah  Child,  in  his  Chapter  on  Plantations,  **  did,  even  in  the  year  1670,  employ  near 
^'  two-thirds  of  all  our  Englifh  fhipping,  and  thereby  gave  conftant  fuftenance,  it  may  be,  to  ■ 
«*  two  hundred  thoufand  perfons  here  at  home.*'  How  greatly  are  our  manufaftures  of  fijk, 
iron,  glafs,  linen,  &c.  increafed  of  late  years;  as  alfo  of  fine  toys  of  gold,  filver,  fteel,  and 
ivory,  and  alfo  watches,  &c.  in  the  memory  even  of  many  thoufands  ftill  living? — Our  cities 
and  port  towns  generally  much  increafed  in  buildings  and  fhipping ;  not  only  in  England,  but 
in  Scotland  and  Ireland. 

Although  we  have,  in  our  Introduftion,  more  fully  handled,  illuftrated,  and  enlarged  on 
this  point,  relating  to  the  prefent  thriving  commercial  ftate  of  tlac  Britifh  Empire,  yet  we 
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1670  could  not  avoid  making  this  fliort  application  of  what  authors  have  faid  on  the  balance  of 
trade,  and  what  our  daily  experience  confirms  to  be  our  own  happy  condition. 

Although  one  of  Sir  Jofiah  Child's  principal  aims,  in  his  fo-often  quoted  book,  was  the 
■pointing  out  the  increafing  commerce  of  Holland;  yet,  in  the  clofc  of  bis  Preface,  he ob* 
ferves,  **  That  the  French  and  Swedes  were  as-  induftrious  and  profpeftive  for  the  promoting 
•**  of  their  commerce  as  even  the  Hollanders  themfelves.  For,  befidc  the  many  impofitions 
•*  of  tlic  French  on  our  fhips  and  goods,  fo  high,  particularly  on  our  woollen  cloths,  as  fifty 
**  or  fixty  per  cent,  the  Swedes  have  laid  fuch  liigh  impofitions  on  their  own  merchandize, 
•  **  unlefs  they  be  carried  in  SwediQi  bottoms,  as  amounts  to  almoft  a  Navigation  Aft  ia 
■**  Sweden." 

We  have,  at  this  time,  from  De  Witt's  Intereft  of  Holland,  a  fummary  account  of  the 
Shipping  employed  in  their  fiflieries  by  the  fingle  province  of  Holland  alone,  viz. 

•"  The  herring  and  cod  filheries  employ  above  a  thoufand  bufles,  from  twenty-four  to  thirty 
**  lads  each ;  and  above  one  hundred  and  feventy  fmaller  ones,  that  fifli  at  the  mouth  of  the 
^'  Texel.  And  that,  fince  the  Greenland  monopolizing  Company  was  annulled,  that  whale 
**  fifhery  is  increafed  fiom  one  to  ten.  So,  fays  he,  when  we  confider,  that  all  thefe  fifhing 
**  veflels  are  btfilt  at  home,  and  the  ropes,  fails,  nets,  and  calks,  made  here,  as  well  as  the 
*'  fah  furniflied  from  hence,  we  may  eafily  imagine  there  muft  be  an  incredible  number  of 
••*  people  wlio  five  thereby;  efpecially  when  we  add,  that  all  thofe  people  mull  have  food, 
**  cloaths,  and  hoyfing,  and  that  the  filh,  when  caught,  is  tranfported  by  the  Hollanders,  in 
•**  their  own  veflels,  throughout  the  world.  And  indeed  if  tliat  be  true,  which  Sir  Walter 
*'  Raleigh  affirms  (who  made  diligent  enquiry  thereinto,  in  the  year  16 18,"  here,  we  doubt, 
the  Englilh  tranflator  of  De  Witt  muft  be  miftaken  in  the  date,  **  to  inform  King  James  of 
**  it)  that  the  Holtenders  filhed  on  the  coafts  of  Great  Britain  with  no  lefs  than  three  thoufand 
^*  fhips  and  iifty  thoufand  men  ,  and  that  they  employed  and  fet  to  fca,  to  tranfport,  and  fell 
**  the  filh  fo  taken,  and  to  make  returns  thereof,  nine  thoufand  Ihips  mofe,  and  one  hundred 
**  and  fifty  thoufand  men;  and  if  we  hereunto  add  what  he  faith  further,  viz.  that  twenty 
**  bufles  do,  one  way  or  other,  maintain  eight  thoufand  people ;  and  that  the  Hollanders 
^  had,  in  all,  no  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  Ihips  at  fea.  And,  as  he  alfo  thinks,  that  their 
•**  filhing,  navigation,  and  traffic,  by  fea,  with  their  dependencies  lince  Raleigh's  time  to  the 
**  year  1667,"  when  Dc  Witt  was  reviling  his  faid  work  for  its  new  and  compleat  publia- 
tion,  "  is  increafed  to  one  third  mor«  ;  we  may  then  ealily  conclude,  that  the  fea  is  a  fpccial 
**  means  of  Holland's  fubliftence ;  feeing  Holland,  by  this  means  alone,  yields,  through  its 
^'  own  induftry,  above  three  hundred  thoufand  laft«  of  fait  filh.  And  if  to  this  we  add  the 
***  whale  fins  and  whale  oil,  and  our  Holland  manufaftures,  with  that  which  our  own  rivers 
***  afford  u€,  it  muft  be  confefled,  that  no  country  in  the  world  can  make  fo  many  Ihips  lading 
^*  of  merchandize,  by  their  own  induftry,  as  the  province  of  HoUand^lone  can  do." 

Under  the  year  1642,  we  have  given  Sir  Jofiah  Child's  reafons,  why  the  Dutch  have  never 
•been  very  fucccfsful  in  the  planting  and  cultivating  of  foreign  colonies.  What  he  fays  of  tlic 
French  he  was  certainly  miftaken  in,  viz.  "  That  they  are  not  much  to  be  feared  on  theac- 
**  count  of  planting."  For,  fince  his  time,  what  fine  improvements  have  they  not  made  on 
the  Ifles  of  Martinico  and  Gaudaloupe,  and  their  other  Caribbee  llles,  as  well  as  on  the  weft 
end  of  the  great  Ifle  of  Hifpaniola  ;  whereby,  in  our  own  days,  they  have  been  able  to  under- 
foll  and  fupplant  us  in  the  fugar  trade,  and  have  confequently  reduced  our  exports  of  that 
commodity  to  a  very  low  ebb;  befide  the  quantities  of  indigo,  cotton,  ginger,  and  coffee, 
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1670  raifed  by  them  la  thofe  ifiands ;  and  their  great  iinprovcmcnts  in  the  Iflc  of  Mafcarccn,  by 

them  fincc  named  Bourbon,  near  Madagafcar,  and  in  Cayenne,  on  the  coaft  of  Guiana,  as 
well  as  on  the  continent  of  North  America,  to  our  great  lofs  and  coft.  It  is  indeed  allowed, 
that  thofe  improvements  were  little  thought  of  by  the  French  till  the  time  of  Colbert's  Mi- 
niftry ;  bat  they  h?ve  ever  fince  been  fteadily  profecuted. 

What  Sir  Jofiah  Child  fays,  in  relation  to  Spain,  has  hitherto  proved  true,  viz.  **  That 
^*  fhe  can  never  equal  England  in  the  improvement  of  her  American  plantations. 

*'  I.  By  reafon  of  the  high  freight  for  their  (hipping,  which,  he  fays,  is  four  times  that  of 
**  ours,  occafioncd  chiefly  by  their  high  intereft  of  twelve  per  cent,  in  Spain. 

**  II.  By  the  application  principally  to  their  mines  of  gold  and  lilver,  by  which  they  lofe  in- 

'•'  finite  numbers  of  people,  cfpecially  of  (laves,  neglefting  the  cultivation  of  the  earth,  and 

**  the  produftionx)f  commodities  which  might  employ  many  (hips  and  people."     Is  it  not  at 

leaft  doubtful  whether  if  England  had  fuch  precious  mines,  (he,  might  not  fall  too  much  into 

the  like  negleft  of  agriculture  at  home. 

*'  III.  The  multitude  of  Friars  and  Nuns  in  Spain,  prohibited  from  marriage :  and  the 
**  fame  bad  government  in  America  which  tlv^y  hav^  in  Europe." 

Laftly,  With  regard  to  the  Portuguefe  ;  although  he  allows  that  they  have  been  great  plant- 
ers, in  the  Bra(ils,  and  other  parts,  yet  he  adds,  *'  That  if  they  do  not  alter  their  politics," 
which  he  thinks  impo(riblc  they  (hould  do,  **  they  can  never  bear  up  with  us,  and  much  lefs 
*'  prejudice  our  plantations.  As  we  have  already  (in  my  time,  continues  he)  beat  their 
**  Mufcovada  and  Paneal  fugars  quite  out  of  England ;  and  their  whites  we  have  brought 
**  down  in  all  thefe  parts  of  Europe,  in  price,  from  feven  and  eight  pounds  per  hundred 
^*  weight,  to  fifty  (hillings  and  three  pounds.  And  we  have  alfo  much  leflcned  their  quan- 
"  tities ;  for  whereas  formerly  their  Brafil  fleets  brought  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and 
**  twenty  thoufand  chcfts  of  fugar,  they  are  now  reduced  to  about  thirty  thoufand  che(b,  fincc 
^*  the  great  increafe  of  Barbadoes." 

The  great  decay  of  England's  Newfoundland  fi(hery,  (from  two  hundred  and  fifty  (hips,  in 
the  year  1605,  to  eighty,  in  the  year  1670)  Sir  Jofiah  Child  thinks  owing, 

Firft,  and  principally.  To  the  incrcafing  liberty  which  is  every  where  more  and  more  ufed, 
in  Romi(h  countries,  as  well  as  in  others,  of  eating  fle(h  in  Lent,  and  on  fifh  days. 

Secondly,  To  the  abufe  of  allowing  private  boat  keepers,  who  can  undoubtedly  afford  their 
fi(h  cheaper  than  the  (hips  from  Old  England  ;  becaufc  the  former  refide  on  the  place,  and  kre 
generally  old  fi(hers. 

Thirdly,  The  great  increafe  of  the  French  fi(hery  at  Placentia  there. 

And  he  is  of  opinion,  that  the  difplanting  and  difpeopling  of  Newfoundland  would  be  an 
advantage  to  our  fi(hing  there ;  becaufe  the  charges  of  a  government  there  is  a  burden  on  the 
ii(hing;  and  the  provifions,  cloathing,  &c.  which  the  planters,  or  rather  inhabitants,  con- 
fume,  are  fupplied  them  from  New  England  and  Ireland  ;  and  they  have  their  wine,  oil,  and 
linen  from  tlie  fait  (hips  of  France  and  Spain.  Befides,  if  the  planters  of  Newfoundland 
Ihould  be  permitted  to  increafe,  it  would  happen  to  us,  in  a  few  years,  in  that  country  as  it 
hath  done  with  regard  to  tlie  fi(hery  at  New  Engliand,  which,  many  years  fince,  was  managed 
by  Old  Engli(h  (hips,  from  our  weftem  ports,  as  the  Newfoundland  fi(hery  at  prefent  chiefly 
*  -is :  but  as  the  plantations  in  New  England  increafed,  tliat  fifhery  fell  folely  to  the  people 
there. 
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1670  Upon  the  whole,  as  fifhing  fhips  have  ever  been  the  nurferies  of  feamen,  it  is  our  great  in* 
tereft  to  increafe  the  number  of  them  ;  as  well  as  from  the  coniiderationthat  they  fupport  mul- 
titudes of  Englifh  tradefmcn  and  artificers  of  various  kinds. 

Of  New  England  he  remarks,  that,  by  means  of  their  cod  and  mackrel  fiftieries,  that  pco^ 
pie  are  more  proper  for  building  of  (hips  and  for  producing  of  feamcn,  than  our  other  Ame- 
rican colonies  :  and  he  adds,  that  nothing  is  more  prejudicial  to  any  mother  country  than  tlic 
increafe  of  fhipping  in  its  colonies  ; — that  producing  the  fame  commodity  as  Old  England,  it 
is  tliereforc  the  leaft  profitable  to  us.  Yet  he  owns,  that  what  they  took  from  England 
amounted  to  ten  times  what  we  took  from  them.  Of  the  other  continental  colonies  he  fays 
nothing.  All  which,  though  true  in  his  time,  hasfince,  in  fcycxaLinftanccs,  undergone  con'* 
fiderablc  alterations,  with  refpeft  to  our  American  colonies.^ 

King  Charles,  in  this  twcnty-fecond  year  of  his  reign,  coined  what  was  called  crown  gold, 
of  twenty-two  carats  fine,  and  two  carats  allay^  into  forty-four  pounds  ten  fhillings  per  pound 
weight,  by  tale,  in  pieces  often,  twenty,  and  forty  fhillings,  and  five  pounds.  And  a  pound 
weight  of  filver,  old  ftandard  of  eleven  ounces,  two  penny- weights  fine,  and  eighteen  penny- 
weights allay,  into  fixty-two  (hillings  by  tale,  viz^  into  crowns,  half  crowns,  fhillings,  flx- 
pences,  groats,  three-pcrK:eSj  two-penccs,  and  pence,  fine  milled  money. 

The  King's  coufin,  Prince  Rupert,  and  feventeen  other  perfons  of  quality  and  diftinflion, 
having,  in  the  year  1669,  fent  out  Captain  Newland  to  Hudfon's  Bay,  where  he  fettled,  at 
Port-Nelfon;  and  Captain- Giiham- alfo  returning,  with  fome  fuccefs,  in  his  profpeftof  a 
trade  with  the  favages  in  that  Bay  ;  thofe  noble  adventurers  obtained  of  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond an  incorporating  charter,  dated  May  the  fccond,   1670,  reciting,  in  fubflance  ;  . 

**  That  thofe  adventurers  had,  at  their  own  great  coft,  undertaken  an  expedition  for  Hud- 
•*  fon's  Bay,  in  order  for  the  difcovcry  of  a  new  pafTage  into  the  South  Sea ;  and  for  the  iind- 
**  ing  of  fome  trade  fop  furs,  minerals,  &c.  and  having  already  made  fuch  difcoveries  as  en- 
**  courage  them  to  proceed  further  in  their  faid  defign  ;  by  means^  whereof  there  may  probably  ■ 
•'  arife  great  advantage  to  us  and  our  kingdoms:  and  we  being  defirous  to  promote  all  enda- 
**  vours  for  the  public  good ; — do,  by  thefe  prefents,  grant  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucccffcrs, . 
**  unto  them,  and  fuch  others  as.fhall  be  hereafter  admitted  iiUo  the  faid  focicty,— to  be  for 
•*  ever  one  body  corporate  and  politic, — by  the  name  of.  The  Governor  and  Company  of  Ad- 
•*  venturers  of  England,  trading  into  Hudfon's  Bay, — with  perpetual  fucceiTion, — and  to  be 
**  capable  of  liolding^  receiving,  and  pofTefling  lands,  rents,  &cJ'  without  limiting  the  value 
or  extent  thereof,  *•  and  to  alienate  the  fame  at  pleafure." 

*'  They  may  alfd  fuc  and  be  fued  ; — have  a  common  feal ; — fhall  have  a  governor  and  fcven 
•'  other  perfons,  to  be  called  committees,  to  be  annually  elefted  out  of  the  proprietors;  tlic 
"  deputy  governor  to  be  defied  x>ut  of  the  faid  fcven  committees  :  a  governor  and  any  tliree  cf 
*'  the  committees  for  the  time  being,=  fhall  have  the  direflion  of  the  voyages,  and  the  provi- 
•*  fion  of  the  merchandize  and  fhipping,  and  of  the  falc^  of  the  returns,  as  likcwifc  of  all  other 
'*  bufiiiefs  of  this  Company:  and- tliey  fhall  take  the  ufual  oath  of  fiddrty/  as  fliall  alfo  all 
•«  perfons  admitted  to  tra^le  as  a  freemaivof  this  Company,  who  are  to  have  the  fole  trade  and 
•*  commerce  of  and  to  all  the  feas,  bays,  flreights,  creeks,  lakes,  rivers, -and  founds,  in  what- 
•*  foever  latitude  they  fhall  be,"  (the  King,  uncertain  of  the  latitudes  of  the  places  within  this 
Bay,  prudently  omits  the  fpecification  of  any  particular. latitudes  or  longitudes  in  this  charter) 
•*  that  lye  within  the  entrance  of  the  flreight  commonly  called  Hudfon's  i^treights  ;  together 
**  with  all  the  lands,  countries,  and  territories  upon  tlie  coafls  and  confines,  of  the.  faid  leas, 
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1670  *'  ftrcrghts,  bays,  &c.  which  arc  not  now  aftually  poflefled  by  any  of  our  fubjefts,  or  by  the 
"  fubjefls  of  any  other  Chriftian  Prince  or  State  :  together  with  thefifhing  of  all  forts  of  filh, 
**  of  whales,  fturgeons,  and  all  other  royal  fifhes  in  the  faid  feas,  bays,  &c.  together  with 
"  the  royalty  of  ihe  fea  within  their  limits  aforefaid ;  as  alfo  all  mines  royal  of  gold,  filver, 
**  gems,  and  precious  flones  ;  and  that  the  land  be  from  henceforward  reckoned  and  reputed 
*'  as  one  of  oi«r  plantations  or  colonies  in  America,  and  to  be  called  Rupert's  Land ;  the 
"**  Company  to  be  deemed  the  true  and  abfolute  Lords  and  Proprietors  of  the  fame  Territo- 
**  ries  :"  this  is  the  ftile  of  the  Carolina  charters. — "  (Saving  always  the  faith,  allegiance, 
*'  and  fovereign  dominion  to  us,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs)  to  be  holden  as  of  our  manor  of 
*'  Eaft  Greenwich,  in  free  and  common  foccage. — Yielding  and  p:iying  yearly  to  us,  our 
-•*  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  for  the  fame,  two  elks,  and  two  black  beavors,  whenfoever  and  as 
**  often  as  we,  our  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  Ihall  happen  to  enter  into  the  faid  countries,  &c, 
*'  hereby  granted." 

**  The  Company  may  make  bye 'laws,  kc,  for  the  good  government  of  their  forts,  plan- 
"  tations,  and  faftors  ;  and  may  impofe  fines j  &c.  on  offenders,  (not  repugnant  to  the  laws. 
**  of  the  kingdom)  without  accounting  to  the  crown  for  the  fame. 

"  This  Company  may  not  only  enjoy  the  whole  trade,  &c.  within  the  limits  aforefaid,  but 
**  likewife  the  fole  traflic  to  and  from  all  havens,  bays,  creeks,  rivers,  lakes,  and  feas,  into 
*•  which  they  fliall  find  entrance  or  paflage,  by  water  or  land,  out  of  the  territories,  limits,  and 
**  places  aforefaid,  and  to  and  with  all  other  nations  inhabiting  any  of  the  coafts  adjacent  to  the 
**  faid  territories  and  limits  aforefaid,  which  are  not  already  poflefl[cd,  as  aforefaid,  by  any 
**  Chriftian  Potentate,"  (this  claufc  alludes  to  their  cxpeAation  of  finding  a  paflage  from 
thence  into  the  South  Seas,  and  to  China  and  India)  "  or  whereof  the  fole  liberty  pr  privi- 
*'  lege  of  trade  and  traffic  is  not  granted  to  any  other  of  our  fubjefts."  This  is  a  faving  claufe 
in  behalf  of  our  Eaft  India  Company  charter,  in  cafe  this  Company's  (hould  chance  to  find  the 
faid  fuppofed  pafFage  into  the  Eaft  Indian  feas. 

"  None  other  tlian  this  Company,  and  their  agents  and  afligns,  fhall  direftly  vifit,  haunt, 
**  or  frequent,  traffic,  or  adventure,  by  way  of  merchandize,  into  the  faid  limits,  unlefs  by 
**  licence  of  this  Company,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  Ihips  and  merchandize,  half  to  the  Crown, 
**  and  half  to  the  Company. 

*'  Every  pcrfon,  having  one  hundred  pounds  ftock,  is  entitled  to  one  vote  in  general 
**  courts  of  elefl ions. 

"  The  Company  may  fend  Ihips  of  war,  ammunition,  &c.  and  may  creft  forts  in  their 
*'  territories,  as  well  as  towns ; — may  make  peace  and  war  with  any  Prince  or  people  not 
*'  Chriftian  :  alfo  may  make  reprifals  on  any  others  interrupting  or  wronging  them  ;  may  feize 
**  on  and  fend  home  all  fuch  Englifh  or  other  fubjefts  failing  into  Hudfon' s  Bay,  without 
**  their  licence ;  apd  their  governors,  &c.  may  fine,  or  othcrwifc  punifli  offenders,  and  may 
**  adminifter  an  oath  for  the  difcovery  of  offenders,  &c. 

**  Laftly,  All  Admirals,  &c.  are  to  be  aiding  to  the  Company  in  the  execution  of  the  above 
**  powers  and  privileges.'* 

This  charter  is  a  very  ample  one  :  and  if  our  laws  and -free  conftitution  (and  particularly 
that  moft  excellent  ftatutc  made  in  the  fecond  feffion  of  the  firft  year  of  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary,  cap.  ii.  entitled,  An  Aft  declaring  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Subjcft, 
and  fettling  the  SuccefCon  of  the  Crown)  had  not  limited  the  prerogative  in  the  cafe  of  ex* 
cUfivc  charters  of  privileges,  this  Company  would  undoubtedly  be  abfolutc  in  thofe  immenfc 
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1670  territories:  but  the  cafe,  to  our  great  happincfs,  is  now  quite  otherwife  j  and,  fince  that  great 
eftablilhment  of  our  liberties,  neither  the  Hudfon's  Bay,  nor  any  other  Company,  not  con- 
firmed by  aft  of  Parliament,  has  any  exclufivc  rights  at  all:  wherefore  any  Britifii  fubjcft  may 
as  freely  fail  into  Hudfon's  Bay,  fifh,  and  traffic  with  the  native  Indians  there ;  may  travel 
into,  and  make  difcoveries  therein,  either  by  land  or  water,  as  freely  as  the  faid  Company  can 
do,  as  will  be  fhewn,  has  fince  been  praftifed  frequently  in  our  own  days. 

All  the  advantage  which  this  Company  have  over  other  adventurers  thither,  is,  purely  the 
benefits  of  their  own  forts,  fuch  as  they  are,  by  which  tlieir  agents  can  reCde  in  fo  inhofpitable 
a  country  during  the  winter,  preparatory  to  their  trading  with  the  favages  againft  the  arrival  of 
their  (hips  in  the  fummer ;  and  that  thereby  they  have  not  only  more  fafcty  and  proteQion, 
but  alfo  more  experience  in  trading  with  the  native  Indians  thereabout,  than  any  private  ad- 
venturers can  have,  whofe  fhips  cannot,  with  fafety,  remain  in  that  vaft  Bay  above  a  part  only 
of  our  fummer,  left  they  fhould  be  Ihut  in  by  the  ice,  which  fills  the  Bay  with  heaps  of  it  like 
mountains.  And  indeed  even  thefe  advantages  alone  on  the  Company's  fide  are  fo  confider- 
able,  that  they  are  not  likely  to  be  rivalled  fuccefsfully  in  hade  by  any  private  adventurers. 

Their  capital,  of  about  one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pounds,  is  confined  to  a  fmali  num- 
ber of  proprietors,  who  have  three  or  four  forts  in  different  parts  of  Hudfon's  Bay,  in  which 
they  have  in  all  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  perfons,  who,  for  ni«e  months  of  tlit  year, 
live  in  a  manner  Ihut  up  within  thofe  fortSy  in  low  houfes,  for  defending  them  from  the 
piercing  cold,  fnow,  and  rains.  In  ibmmer,  they  go  out  and  fhoot,  hunt,  and  fifh,  and 
meet  with  deer  and  wild  fowl ;  and  they  have  fome  few  wild  fruits,  as  ftrawberries,  dewberries, 
and  goofe'oerries.  From  England  they  fend  annually  three  or  four  Ihip^,  laden  with  coarfc 
woollen  goods,  guns,  powder  and  fhot,  fpirits,  edge-tools,  and  various  other  utenfils  :  in  re- 
turn for  which,  the  natives  fell  them  all  kinds  of  furs  or  peltry,  goofe-quills,  caftorum,  whale- 
fins  and  oil,  bed-feathers,  &c.  and  they  make  handfome  annual  dividends  to  their  proprietors. 

In  the  fecond  volume  of  the  General  CoUeftion  of  Treaties  of  Peace  and  Commerce,  oc- 
tavo, publiflied  in  1732,  we  have  a  clear  deduftion  of  the  fole  and  undoubted  right  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain  to  Hudfon's  Bay,  made  for  the  ufe  of  our  plenipotentiaries  at  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht ;  wherein  it  is  Ihewn,  *'  That  Mr.  Bailey,  the  Company's  firft  governor  of 
•*  their  faftories  and  fettlements  in  that  Bay,  entertained  a  friendly  correfpondcncc,  by  letters 
**  and  otherwife,  with  Monfieur  Frontenac,  then  governor  of  Canada,  not  in  the  Icaft  com- 
**  plaining,  in  feveral  years,  of  any  pretended  injury  done  to  France  by  the  faid  Company's 
•*  fettling  a  trade,  and  building  of  forts,  at  the  bottom  of  Hudfon's  Bay;  nor  making  prctcn- 
*'  fions  to  any  right  of  France  to  that  Bay,  or  to  the  countries  bordering  on  it,  till  long  after 
•*  this  time ;"  as  will  be  feen  in  its  place. 

In  a  country  fo  inhofpitable,  its  foil  will  bear  no  kind  of  corn  ;  yet  fome  of  its  late  vopgers 
relate,  that  fome  barley,  oats,  and  peas  have  been  tried  with  fuccefs.  Even  rn  the  moft 
foutherly  part  of  the  Bay,  in  the  latitude  of  but  fifty-one  degrees,  it  is  exceflively  cold  for 
about  nine  months  of  the  year.  In  fo  wretched  a  country,  therefore,  there  can  be  no  planta- 
tions properly  fo  called,  and  much  lefs  any  towns  or  villages.  Our  people  muft  of  courfe  be 
fupplied  from  England  with  bread,  beef,  pork,  flour,  peas,  and  other  nepefiaries.  With 
the  poor  favages  of  tlie  country  there  can  be  no  other  commerce  but  by  barter:  thus,  for  in- 
ftancc,  the  Company,  for  one  beaver's  flcin,  give  half  a  pound  of  gunpowder,  four  pound 
weight  of  lead  fhot,  two  hatchets,  half  a  pound  of  glafs  beads,  one  pound  weight  of  tobacco, 
eight  fmall,  or  fix  large  knives,  one  large  and  two  fmall  powder  horns :  for  twelve  good  winter 
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1670  beaver  flcins,  a  gun  of  the  beft  fort ; — for  eight  ditto,  the  fmalleft  gun  ;— for  fix  ditty,  a  good 

laced  coat; — for  five  ditto,  a  plain  red  coat; — for  four  ditto,  a  woman's  coat ;  and  fo  in  pro- 
portion for  kettles,  looking-glafles,  combs,  &c. 

Arthur  Dobbs,  Efq.  afterwards  governor  of  North  Carolina;  in  his  account  of  this  country, 
publifhed  in  quarto,  in  the  year  1744,  gives  us  the  particulars  of  one  fale  in  the  year  1740, 
wherein  were  feventeen  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty  beaver-lkins,  and  forty-nine  thou- 
fand  fix  hundred  Ikins  of  all  kinds;  two  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fixty  pound-weight  of 
bed-feathers;  one  hundred  and  fixty  caflorum;  fix  hundred  and  ten  whale-fins:  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  gallons  of  whale-oil.  And,  as  he  fays,  there  are  two  fales  every  year^ 
and  that  this  company  referves  three-fifths  of  their  beaver-fkins  for  their  fecond  fale,  (but  no 
other  fkins)  then  the  fecond  fale  mufl  have  twenty-fix  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy  bea- 
ver-fkins ;  and  both  the  fales  mud  have  had  forty-four  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty  beaver- 
lkins,  &c. 

Although  the  French,  at  Canada,  did  not,  for  fcveral  years,  pretend  to  a  property  in  the 
countries  about  Hudfon's  Bay  ;  yetj  in  a  few  years  after  the  company  was  eftablifhcd,  viz.  in 
the  year  1674,  they  began  to  be  jealous,  and  very  troublefome  to  our  people  there  ;  and  they^ 
built  a  fort  within  eight  days  journey  of  our  fettlement  on  Prince  Rupert's  River.  They  alfo 
^  endeavoured,  by  underfelling  us  in  their  barter  with  the  Indians,  to  ruin  our  trade  and  inte- 
reft  with  thofe  favages  :  for  the  neareft  parts  of  Canada  are  not  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
diftant  from  Rupert's  River. 

After  the  lately  planted  colony  of  Carolina  had  furmounted  the  ufual  difficulties  and  difcour- 
agements  attending  new  plantations,  it  gradually  became  a  very  confiderable  one.  Mr.  John 
Lawfon,  who  had  been  furveyor-general  of  North  Carolina,  and  who  publifhed  the  Hiflory 
of  Carolina,  in  the  year  17 18,  in  quarto,  has  made  fome  good  remarks  on  the  excellence  and 
fertility  of  its  climate,  and  of  its  happy  fituation.  He  obferves,  "  That  the  befl  filver  mines 
**  of  the  Spaniards  lie  direflly  wefl  from  Carolina  :  and  although  none  of  that  fort  be  hitherto 
**  difcovered  in  our  faid  province,  yet  there  is  flill  a  probability  that  fuch  hereafter  may  be 
**  found,  when  the  hilly  parts  weftward  fhall  be  more  frequented  and  planted.  That  none  of 
**  our  continent  plantations  are  to  be  compared  to  Carolina  for  affording  fuch  vaft  quajitities 
**  of  naval  flores  ;  fuch  as  pitch,  tar,  turpentine,  rofin,  mafls,  yards,  planks,  boards,  timber  of 
**  many  forts,  and  fit  for  many  ufes,  pipe-flaves,  lumber,  hemp,  flax,  all  forts  of  Englifh 
**  grain,  and  alfo  Indian  corn." — Rice,  its  grand  ftaple  at  prefent,  was  not  then  introduced, 
or  at  leaft,  perhaps,  but  jufl  attempted. 

*'  Their  flocks  of  cattle  are  incredibly  large,  and  feed  in  their  rank  favannahs,  or  meadows, 
**  and  they  need  no  dry  fodder  in  their  mild  winters ;  an  advantage  which  our  more  northerly 
**  colonies  want. — That  South  Carolina  produces  confiderable  quantities  of  filk.  Grapes  in 
**  plenty,  though  not  fo  fine  as  in  fome  parts  of  Eurofte,  for  want  of  a  good  and  more  general- 
**  cultivation  :  fo  that  he  doubted  not  but  Carolina  would  in  time  become  a  wine  country. — 
•*  That  North  Carolina  is  a  feparate  government,  and  of  a  fmaller  compafs  than  the  other, 
**  partaking  more  of  the  nature  of  its  adjoining  neighbour  Virginia,  both  as  to  foil,  climate, 
**  and  produce;  making  therein  confiderable  quantities  of  tobacco,  their  lands  being  generally 
**  richer  than  thofe  in  Virginia. — In  fine,  all  the  expeiimcnts  that  have  been  made  in  Caro- 
**  lina  have  exceeded  expeftation." — (Which  is,  perhaps,  the  only  inftancc  relating  to  any  of 
our  new  American  plantations,  whofe  fertility,  &c.  were  at  firfl  greatly  exaggerated,  by  fome 
only  through  mere  fanguine  hopes ;  by  others,  perhaps,  through  artifice.)  He  fays,  *'  it  af- 
fords 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5l8        AN     HISTORICAL      AND      C  H  R  O  N  O  L  O  G  I  C  A  L   '!>  E  D  U  C  T  1  O  N 

A.    D. 

1670  "  fords  commodities  which  otlvcr  places  in  die  fame  latitude  do  n6t. — It  has  rich  and  dcliglrt* 
**  ful  paftures,  fine  hills  and  rivers,  and  a  moft  wholefome  air. — It  will/'  continues  he, 
**  doubtlefs,  in  time,  increafe  the  number  of  icsproduflions,  and  afford  us  thofe  rich  com- 
"  modities  which  India,  China,  the  Straits,  Turkey,  &c.  fupply  us  with  at  prcfcnt ;  fuch  as 
^*  tea,  coffee,  drug^,  of  various  kinds,  dates, -almonds,  &c." 

This  prediftion  has  fincc,  in  a  great  degree,  proved  true  in  faft,  as  we  have  more  fully 
fliewn  in  the  liurodudtion  to  this  work.  And  although  all  tliat  Mr.  Lawfon  has  faid  of  the 
improvements  of  this  excellent  province  were  not  compleated  fo  early  as  this  year  1670,  yet, 
.  as  many  of  them  were  then  pretty  far. advanced,  and  as  we  ihall  fcarqely  have  occafion  to  treat 
again  cf  that  colony. during  the  remainder  of  this  century,  we  thought  it  heft  to  throw  all  tlic 
before-mentioned  particular  confiderations  together  at  this  time. 

Wheat,-  this  year,  at  two  pounds  one  Ihilling  and  eight-pence  per  quarter. — Chronicoa 
Preciofum. 

By  an  aft  ofParhament  of  the  twenty-fecond  of  King  Charles  II.  of  England,      ^,  j.   d, 
cap.  xiii.  it  was  enafted,  That  when  wheat  was  not  above  two  pounds  thirteen 
iliillings  and  four-pence  per  quarter,  it  fliould,  upon  exportation,  paycuftomand 
J  poundage  per  quarter,  viz.  —  —  —  —  —  0160 

From  that  price  to  four  pounds  per  quarter  —  —  —  080 

Rye,  at  about  two  pounds,  tapay  —  —  —  o  16    0 

Barley  and  malt,  not  above  one  pound  twelve  fhillings,  to  pay  — f-  o  16    0 

'  Oats,  at  fixteen  (hillings  per  quarter,  to  pay  —  —  —  o    5    4 

Peas  and  beans,  at  two  pounds,  to  pay  —  —  —  o  16    0 

That  ftatute  permits  the  exportation  of  any  fort  of  livc-cattlc  but  flieep  ;  and  alfo  of  beef, 
;  pork,  butter,  cheefe,  &c. 

About  tliis  time,  or. perhaps  a  little  later,  the  linen  manufafture  began  to  be  encouraged  in 
Ireland.  It  began  among  the  Scots  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  where  it  has  to  this  day  flour- 
jflied  more  than  in  any  other  part.  It  has,  cfpecially  within  the  laft  fixty  years,  grown  to  fo 
vaft  a  bulk,  as  to  furprize  all  men,  and  to  alarm  a!I  the  linen  countries  beyond-fea,  fo  as  not 
a  little  to  afFcft  the  general  balance  of  trade  with  thofc  countries. 

The  vaft  quantities  of  linen  which  England  takes  of  Ireland,  enables  the  latter  to  pay  for 
almoft  every  kind  of  our  produft  and  manufafture  with  which  we  fupply  them.  Before  tbcy 
made  much  linen  cloth  in  Ireland,  the  people  in  the  north  of  Ireland  fent  their  linen  yarn  to 
England.  Ireland  is  really  a  mine  of  treafure  to  Great  Britain,  and  is  fo  perhaps  in  a  much 
greater  degree  than  fome  of  our  American  plantations  ;  fince  much  of  what  is  gained  in  Ire- 
land centers  at  length  in  Britain.  And  the  ingenious  author  of  a  trad,  entitled  The  Qucrift, 
publifhed  fome  time  ago,  rightly  obferves.  That  every  fevere  ftep  taken  by  us,  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  has  been  lefs  injurious  to  it  than  advantageous  to  our  foreign  rivals. 

It  is  now  clearly  feen,  that  the  prohibition  of  live-cattle  from  Ireland,  in  order  to  raife  the 
price  of  their  own  lands,  was  not  well  judged.  Even  the  reftriftivc  laws  relating  to  the  woollen 
manufaftures  of  Ireland,  forced  the  Iri(h  workmen  to  fettle  in  France,  and  thereby  laid  the 
foundation  for  the  great  woollen  manufafture  in  that  kingdom;  although,  we  muft  confcfs, 
this  laft-named  point  to  be  extremely  delicate  on  both  fides  of  the  queftion. 
t67X  In  the  year  1671,  the  Engllfh  Eaft  India  Company  had  the  good  fortune  to  bargain  with 
the  King  of  Golconda,  for  the  certain  yearly  fum  of  one  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty  pi- 
godas»  a  fmall  gold  coin  of  about  feven  (hillings  Englifh,  to  be  paid  for  ever  to  him,  in  lico 
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rd^i  of  cuftoms  till  then  collcfted  by  him  at  Madras,  or  Fort  St.  George  ;  which  is  faid  to  have 

fiiice  then  proved  a  great  bene  lit  to  the  Company's  increafing  commerce  at  that  place. 
i6j2  By  an  aft  of  Parliament,  of  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  King  Cliarles  the  Second,  cap.  vi.  in 
the  year  1672,  a  wife  regulation  was  made  for  the  encouragement  of  the  exportation  of  our 
own  produft  and  manufaflurcs,  viz.  For  taking  off  Aliens  Duty  upon  all  the  native  Commo- 
dities (Coals  only  excepted)  and  M.inufafturcs  of  England  exported  by  Foreigners;  thereby 
putting  them  on  a  level  with  Englifh  fubjefts  :  whereas,  by  the  eleventh  of  King  Henry  VII. 
cap.  xiv.  and  the  tonnage  and  poundage  aft  of  the  twelfth,  confirmed  by  one  of  the  thirteenth 
year  of  King  George  II.  they  were  to  pay  double  duties.  By  this  fame  law,  aliens  were  to 
pay  only  the  fame  duty  for  fi(h  caught  by  Englifhmen,  and  exported  in  Englifh  fliipping, 
navigated  as  the  Navigation  A£t  direfts,  as  the  natives  pay. 

B}' an  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  ix.  of  this  fame  year,  the  county  palatine  of  Durham,  and 
alfo  the  city  of  Durham,  were,  for  the  firft  time,  empowered  to  fend  each  two  rcpfefentatives 
to  the  Englifh  Houfc  of  Commons.  It  is  fomewJiat  ftrange  and  whimfical,  that  in  an  en- 
lightened and  Proteflant  age,  fuch  a  county  and  city  Ihould  have  fo  long  remained  unrepre- 
fented  in  the  great  council  of  tlie  nation. 

It  was  in  January  1671,  (now  1672)  that  King  Charles  the  Second  was  fo  ill  advifed  by 
Sir  Thomas  Clifford,  for  which  he  was  created  a  peer^  and  Lord  High  Treafurcr,  arto  Ihut 
up  the  Exchequer;  for  which  he  made  a  declaration  in  council,  that  it  (hould  be  but  for  one 
year  only.  Thus  all  the  money  which  the  London  goldfmiths  and  bankers  had  lent  to  the 
King,  at  eight  per  cent,  intereft,  (befide. certain  confiderable  advantages,  in  the  manner  of  pay- 
ing them  the  money  weekly,  as  it  came  into  the  Exchequer,  &c.)  was  made  ufc  of  by  him  for 
bis  intended  war  againft  Holland. 

In  giving  a  brief  hiftorlcal  account  of  the  rife  of  the  bankers  of  London^  we  have,  under 
the  year  1665,  related  the  various  ways  they  had  dlfpofing  of  the  cafh  put  into  dieit  hands  by 
merchants,  widows,  orphans,  and  others  ;  the  two  latter  generaliy  at  four  percent,  intereft, 
the  former  without  intereft,  merely  as  running  cafh,  to  ba  drawn  out  as  it  was  wanted.  The 
cruel  and  unjuft  feizing  on  this  money,  and  not  even  paying  the  bankers  fo  much  as  the  in- 
tereft due  thereon,  made  a  very  great  clamour  amongft  the  creditors  of  the  faid  bankers,  the 
whole  fum  together  amounting  to  one  million  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  twenty-fix  pounds.  Several  pamphlets,  and  one  oftavo  book,  were  publiflicd 
on  this  melancholy  occafion.  It  was  alfo  faid,  that  near  ten  thoufand-  families  were  greatly 
hurt  by  this  meafure,  and  many  of  them  entirely  ruined.  It  was  now  faid,  and  even  pub- 
lifhed,  **  That  a  flop  of  this  kind,  which  fo  much  leffened  the  credit  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
•'^  the  reputation  of  the  crown,  could  proceed  from. nothing  lefs  than  a  rcfolution  of  the  court 
**  to  borrow  no  more  hereafter,  but  to  take.'* 

The  King,  in  his  printed  declaration,  dec'arcd,  *'  That  although,  contrary  to  his  inclina- 
*^  tion,'  he  had  been  obliged  to  caufe  a  flop  to  be  made,  as  to  the  principal  money,  he  would 
*^  punftually  pay  it  hereafter,  and  till  then,  fix  per  cent,  inttireft  for  the  feme:  at  the  feme 
^  lime  direfting  the  Tjeafury  to  fit  out  his  fleet  with  that  money."  His  chief  purpofes  for 
fiich  preparations  were,  the  ruin  of  the  Dutch,  the  inrroduftion  of  Popery,  and  the  eft:ibhfh- 
mcnt  of  defpotic  power,  without  the  controul  of  a  Parliament.  For  which  ends,  he  entered 
into  a  fecret  league  with  France,  by  means  of  the  interview  he  had  at  Dover  with  his  fifter 
the  Duchefs  of  Orleatvs,  jointly  to  attack  the  Hollaiidcrs  by  fea,  whilft  France,  the  Eleftor 
ef, Cologne,  aad  the  Bifliop  of  Munfter,  fhould  invade,  them  in  different  places  by  land  at  the 
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1672  fame  time.  But  as  King  Charles  had  already  lavifhed  away  three  million  two  hundred  thon- 
fand  pounds,  viz.  two  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  given  him  by  Parliament,  and 
feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  given  him  by  France,  his  cabal  advifed  him  to  this  unjuft 
feizure  of  the  bankers  money,  without  which  he  could  not  fend  out  his  fleet. 

As  the  payments  were  always  wont  to  come  weekly  from  the  Exchequer  to  the  bankers, 
they  were  tliereby  enabled  to  anfwer  the  intereft  and  other  demands  of  their  creditors  ;  which 
now  failing,  they  came  in  crowds  to  the  bankers,  who  could  neither  pay  them  principal  nor 
Mitereft.  But  the  King's  miniflers  paid  no  regard  to  thofe  ruined  people's  lamentations,  and 
the  Exchequer  long  remained  fliut,  to  the  great  detriment  of  trade  and  buiinefs.  Yet,  if  pof- 
lible,  to  quiet  thofe  clamours,  the  King  found  hi mfclfnecefiitatcd  to  grant  them  his  patent, 
to  pay  the  faid  fix  per  cent,  intereft  out  of  his  hereditary  excife ;  but  he  never  paid  tlie  princi- 
pal :  for  although  after  fome  years,  the  Exchequer  was  indeed  opened,  yet  it  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe  for  the  bankers  principal-money. 

That  we  may  here  compleat  this  account  of  tlie  bankers  debt  altogether,  we  fliall  further 
.obferve,  that  although  it  was  not  a  Parliamentary  debt,  the  Parliament  of  the  twelfth  year  of 
King  William,  cap.  xii.  after  providing  for  a  large  arrear  of  intereft  on  it,  fettled  an  intereft 
of  three  per  cent,  on  it  for  the  future  ;  but  this  debt  was  thereby  made  redeemable,  on  payin:j 
one  moiety  of  the  principal  fura,  being  fix  hundred  and  fixty-four  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fixty-three  pounds ;  further  confirmed  by  an  aft  of  the  fecond  and  third  years  of  Queen  Anne, 
cap.  XV.  which  moiety  was  now  therefore  become  the  proper  debt  of  the  public  ;  and,  being 
reduced  from  fix  to  five  per  cent,  at  Michaelmas  17 17,  it  was  finally  fubfcribed  into  the  South 
Sea  capital  ftock,  in  the  year  1720. 

Upon  this  fubjeft.  Sir  William  Temple,  in  his  Mifcellanies,  makes  the  following  remark: 
**  The  credit  of  our  Exchequer  is  irrecoverably  loft,  by  the  laft  breach  with  the  bankers.— 
**  For  credit  is  gained  by  cuftom,  and  feldom  recovers  a  ftrain.  I  have  heard  a  great  example 
"  given  of  this,  that  happened  upon  the  late  King  Charles  the  Firft's  feizing  two  hundred 
**  thousand  pounds  in  tlie  Mint,  in  the  yeara638,"  (this  compulfory  loan  we  have  placed 
under  the  year  1640)  "  which  had  then  the  credit  of  a  bank,  and  for  feveral  years  had  been 
>**  the  Treafiiry  of  all  the  vaft  payments  tranfmitted  from  Spain  to  Flanders  :  but  after  this  in- 
**  vafion  of  it,  although  the  King  paid  back  the  money  in  a  few  months,  the  Mint  has  never 
**  fince  recovered  its  credit  among  foreign  merchants.'* 

Even  fo  late  as  this  time,  according  to  our  before-quoted  anonymous  author,  who  has  fo 
judicioufly  tranfmitted  the  faid  curious  hiftory  of  the  -London  bankers,  the  receiving  and  pay- 
ing of  money  from  morning  till  night,  in  an  opeti  fhop,  was  fo  new,  that  our  author  hira- 
felf  feemed  to  think  it  a  ftrange  fort  of  a  thing,  and  was  by  no  means  a  friend  to  that  kind  of 
trade. 

Sir  Jofiah  Child  alfo  feems  to  be  equally  prepofleffcd  againft  it,  and  freely  attacks  the  bankers 
in  feveral  parts  of  his  Difcourfes  on  Trade.  He  accufes  the  bankers  of  this  time,  **  of  being 
**  the  main  caufe  of  keeping  tlic  intereft  of  money  at  leaft  two  percent,  higher  than  otherwifc 
*'  it  would  be.  For,"  fays  he,  **  they  give  fix  per  cent,  to  private  perfons  for  the  money 
-**  which  they  lend  the  King  at  ten  and  twelve  per  cent,  and  fametimes  more."  He  inveighs 
againft  what  he  calls  this  innovated  praftice  of  bankers,  (and,  in  other  parts  of  his  book,  he 
calls  it,  this  new  invention  of  cafhiering)  as  being  produftive  of  many  evils;  which  made  us 
fufpeft  that  he  himfelf  might  have  been  the  author  of  the  faid  fmall  traft  on  The  Myftcry  of 
ithe  new-falhioned  Goldfmitlis,  of  which  we  have  made  good  ufe  under  the  year  1645,  &c. 
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1672  "  for,  by  allowing  their  creditors,  at  this  time,  fo  high  an  intereft  as  fix  per  cent,  whereas, 

"  till  the  King  increafed  his  demands  on  them,  they  allowed  but  four  per  cent,  they  make 
**  monied  men  fit  down  lazily  with  fo  high  an  intereft,  and  not  pulh  into  commerce  with 
*♦  their  money,  as  they  certainly  would  do  were  it  at  four  or  three  per  cent,  as  in  Holland* 
**  This  high  intereft  alfo  keeps  the  price  of  land  fo  low  as  fifteen  years  purchafc,  which  would 
**  othcrwife  be  at  twenty  years  purchafe. — It  alfo  made  money  fcarce  in  tlie  country,  feeing 
**  that  the  trade  of  banking  being  only  in  London,  it  very  much  drains  die  ready  money  from 
**  all  other  parts  of  the  kingdom." 

Upon  the  whole,  whatever  might  in  thofe  days  be  faid  with  truth  of  the  praftices  of  bankers, 
tiie  cafe  is  at  prefent  quite  otherwife;  and  the  difpatch  given  by  our  modern  London  bankers 
to  many  merchants  and  other  dealers,  is  found  fo  convenient,  that  they  are  glad  to  lodge  their 
principal  ca(h  with  them,  to  be  drawn  out  from  time  to  time  as  they  want  it,  without  receiv- 
ing or  expefting  any  intereft  whatever ;  and  yet,  our  faid  bankeis  generally  get  great  for- 
tunes, by  prudently  inveftinga  certain  proportion  of  their  ca(h  in  our  national  funds,  and  by 
fome  lent  for  private  pledges,  difcounting  bills  of  exchange,  &c.  All  which,'  it  is  hoped, 
may  fufHce  for  a  general  hiftory  of  private  banking  in  London,  even  down  to  our  days. 

Although  the  Greenland,  or  more  property  Spitzft>ergen,  whale  fifhing,  had  been  early 
praftifed  by  the  Engiilh,  yet  it  had  been  laid  afide  toward  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  King 
James  L  though  confeflcdly  beneficial  for  the  employment  of  great  numbers  of  (hips  and  fca- 
men>  and  the  confumption  of  much  of  our  provifions,  &c.  and  that,  fince  our  leaving  it  ofF, 
we  were  obliged  to  pay  large  fums  to  the  Dutch  and  to  the  Hans-towns,  for  the  oil  and  whale 
fins  which  we  wanted.  Wherefore,  an  a6l  of  Parliament  paflcd,  in  this  twenty-fifth  year  of 
King  Charles  II.  cap,  vii.  For  encouraging  the  Greenland  and  Eaftland  Trades  ;  and  for  the 
better  fccuring  the  Plantation  Trade :  in  fubftance,  viz. 
**  I.  That  whereas  Englifti  harpooncrs  could  not  now  be  got,  the  Aft  of  Navigation  was 
**  hereby  fo  far  difpenfed  with,  for  ten  years  to  come ;  provided  the  fhip  be  Englifh  built, 
**  and  the  mafter  and  half  the  crew  be  Englifti,  the  other  half  might  be  foreigners  in  the  faid 
*^  fifliery." — This,  it  is  true,  produced  fome  private  attempts  for  reviving  that  fiftiery  ;  which, 
however,  in  feven  years  after,  funk  to  nothing  again,  although  neither  the  oil  nor  the  whale- 
bone were  to  pay  any  duty  :  **  but  our  plantation  fhipping  fhould  pay  fix  fliillings  for  every 
**  ton  of  oil,  and  two  pounds  ten  fliillings  for  every  ton  of  whale  fins  imported  in  their  own 
**  Ihipping,  and  half  fo  much  if  imported  in  EngHfli  ftiipping. — If  oil  be  imported  in  foreiga 
*'  fliipping  the  ton  of  oil  fliall  pay  nine  pounds,  and  the  ton  of  fins  eighteen  pounds."  la 
the  firft  feffion  of  the  fecond  year  of  William  and  Mary,  cap.  iv.  in  this  year  1690,  this  a£k  for 
the  whale  fiftiing  at  Greenland  was  continued  for  four  years  longer  ;  but  not  fo  much  as  a  fin^ 
gle  fliip  was  fitted  out  in  confequencc  tliereof. 

"  II.  Ships  trading  from, England  to  our  plantations,  and  returning  badk  laden  with  fugars, 
M  tobacco,  ginger,  indigo,  logwood,  fuftick,  cotton,  cocoa  nuts,  &c.  and  not  giving  bond 
*'  to  land  them  in  England,  were  to -pay  fundry  duties  therein  named,  but  needlefs  here  to 
*«  befpecified." 

*^  III.  For  tlie  encouragement  of  the  Eaftland  trade,  it  is  hereby  enafted,  that  all  perfons, 
*«  natives  or  foreigners,  might,  from  the  firft  of  May  1673,  have  free  liberty  to  trade  into 
**  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Norway  5  any  thing  in  the  Eaftland  Company'sxhartcx  to  the  con- 
•*  trary  notwithftanding. 

Vou  II.  3  U        .  « IV.  Who- 
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1672       *'  Whoever^  if  an  Englifhman,  fhall  henceforth  dcfirc  to  be  admitted  into  the  fcUowfliip  of 
'*  the  faid  Eaftland  Company,  fhall  pay  forty  (hillings,  and  no  more." 

Thefc  two  claufes  proved  a  mortal  blow  to  the  Eaftland  Company  :  for,  in  confcquence  of 
them,  all  the  north  fide  of  the  Baltic  Sea  was  laid  open  to  all,  and  the  freedom  for  trading  to 
the  fouth  fide  of  it  was  reduced  to  fo  little  as  forty  (hillings.  Sir  Jofiah  Child  was  of  opinion, 
*'  That  the  Eaftland  Company,  by  excluding  others  from  their  trade,  not  free  of  their  Com- 
*'  pany,  had  enabled  the  Dutch  to  fupply  all  paits  within  the  Baltic  with  moft  of  the  mer- 
**  chandize  ufually  fent  tliither,  viz.  oil,  wine,  fugar,  fruits,  &c. — And  that  the  Dutch,  who 
**  have  no  Eaftland  Company,  had  then  ten  times  the  trade  thither  that  we  had. — Andalfo,  ta 
**  Ruffia  and  Greenland,  where  we  have  no  companies,  and  they  have  none,  they  have  forty 
**  times  the  trade  that  we  have. — Laftly,  to  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  where  we  have  no 
**  companies,  we  have  yet  left  full  as  much,  if  not  more,  trade  than  the  Dutch." 

In  this  fame  year  1672,  King  Charles  II.  of  England,  declared  war  againft  the  Dutch,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  before-named  fecret  agreement  with  France;  for  which  his  minifters  were 
greatly  puzzled  to  find  any  juft  pretext  whatfoever. 

The  French  author  of  Calbert's  life  alleges,  "  that  by  that  fecret  treaty  the  United  Ne* 
•*  therlands  were  to  be  divided  between  thofe  two  Kings ;  but  that  King  Charles  withdrew 
*'  from  the  league,  growing  at  length  jealous  of  the  vaft  fuccefs  of  King  Louis,  who  in  forty 
*'  days  time  conquered  four  of  the  feven  provinces,  and  took  forty  cities."  Such  was  the  in- 
folence  of  Louis,  and  fo  much  was  he  at  a  lofs  for  any  juft  reafon  for  invading  the  Dutch, 
that  in  his  declaration  of  war  he  only  faid,  **  That  he  could  not,  without  the  diminution  of 
**  his  glory,  any  longer  diflemble  his  indignation  againft  the  States  General."  Without  al- 
leging fo  much  as  one  fingle  faft  for  tlic  ground  of  his  faid  invafion, — So  much  barefaced  vio« 
lence  and  injufticc  praftifed  by  both  thofe  kings,  are,  however,  foreign  to  our  purpofe  to  en- 
large on. 

It  is  enough  to  remark,  that  D'Etrees,  with  forty  French  fhips  of  war^  joined  the  Englifh 
fleet  at  Portfraouth,  and  entertained  our  King  on  board  his  admiral-(hip  :  for,  by  this  time, 
Colbert  had  confiderably  augmented  the  number  and  goodnefs  of  the  French  royal  navy, 
though  it  was  not  brought  to  its  utmoft  perfeftion  till  fix  years  later.  King  Charles  alfo,  ta 
fecond  the  rapid  conquefts  of  Louis,  fent  over  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  with  fix  thoufand  Eng- 
lilh  troops,  to  join  the  French  in  the  Netherlands. 

In  this  fame  furamer,  De  Ruyter,  with  above  one  hundred  Dutch  (hips  of  war,  attacked 
the  combined  fleets  of  England  and  France,  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  York,  on  the  coaft 
of  Suffolk  ;  and,  after  a  moft  terrible  flaughter  of  gallant  men,  from  morning  till  night,  and 
the  deftruftion  of  feveral  great  (hips,  the  Dutch  retired  to  their  own  coaft.  In  this  horrible 
conflia,  the  Dutch  Admiral  Van  Ghent,  and  the  French  Rear  Admiral  De  la  Robiniere  were 
(lain  :  our  Admiral,  Earl  of  Sandwich,  difdaining  to  quit  his  (hip  when  on  fire,  was  blown  up 
in  her.  What  pity  fo  gallant  a  man  did  not  die  in  a  better  caufe  I  In  tlie  midft  of  thefe  diftref- 
fes,  the  Orange  party  in  Holland  prevailed  fo  far,  as  to  get  the  Prince,  afterwards  King  Wil- 
liam HI.  of  Great  Britain,  declared  Stadtholder,  and  the  two  brothers,  De  Witts,  were  deftroycd. 

The  Earl  of  Sandwich,  blown  up,  as  we  have  juft  related,  was  fucceeded,  as  Prefident  of 
the  Council  of  Trade,  by  the  Earl  of  Shaftibury,  Lord  Chancellor.  The  preamble  to  this 
new  commiflion,  which  has  never  yet  been  in  print  that  we  know  of>  it  having  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  author  by  a  private  friend,  fets  forth,  that, 

3  '  "  Whereas, 
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167Z  **  Whereas,  by  the  goodnefs  of  Almighty  God,  our  dominions  have  of  late  years  been  con- 
**  fiderably  enlarged,  by  the  occafion  of  many  great  colonies  and  plantations  in  America  and 
•*  elfewhere  :  and  both  our  cuftoms  and  revenues,  as  well  as  the  trade  and  wealth  of  our  good 
**  fubjefts  at  home  and  abroad,  much  increafed,  both  by  the  mutual  commerce  and  traffic  bc- 
**  tween  thefc  our  kingdoms  and  our  faid  colonies  and  plantations. — And  whereas,  feveral 
**  other  colonies  and  plantations  may  hereafter  accrue  to  us,  and  many  other  improvements 
^*  may  jttftly  be  expefted,  if  fufficient  care  be  taken  for  the  encouragement,  protcdtion  and 
**  defence  of  our  faid.  colonies  and  plantations,  and  of  all  our  good  fubjefts  in  their  faid  re- 
•*  fpe£livc  trades  and  commerce,  and  a  due  regulation  be  made  tlierein.  We  have  thought 
^*  fit  to  creft  and  cftablifh  a  feleft  council,  whofe  employment  fhall  be,  to  take  care  of  the 
**  welfare  of  our  faid  colonies  and  plantations,  and  alfo  of  the  trade  and  navigation  of  thefc 
^'  our  kingdoms  :  and  to  give  us  a  true  and  faithful  account  thereof,  from  time  to  time,  with 
**  their  opinions  and  advice  thereupon. — To  that  end,  know  ye,  that  we,  repofing  efpecial 
**  truft  and  confidence  in  your  abilities,  &c.  have  conftituted,  &c." — (here  the  whole  board  is 
**  named) — "  to  be  a  {landing  council  to  us  for  all  the  affairs  which  do  or  may  any  way  con- 
*'  cern  the  navigation,  commerce,  and  trade,  as  welUomeftic  as  foreign,  of  theie  our  king- 
**  doms,  (Tangier  only  excepted)  whether  immediately  heKI  by  us,  or  by  any  others,  in 
^'  virtue  of  our  charters" — (this  claufe  refpefts  the  Englifh  incorporated  companies) — "  al- 
**  ready  made  or  granted,  or  hereafter  to  be  fo  made  or  granted. — And  for  the  better  afliflance 
**  of  our  faid  council  in  all  their  debates  and  confultations,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  our  moft  dear 
**  brother  James  Duke  of  York,  our  High  Admiral,  our  moft  dear  coufin  Prince  Rupert,"— 
(and  feveral  other  great  perfons  therein  named) — **  to  be  prefent  at  their  debates  and  refolu- 
**  tions,  &c." 

Yet,  in  the  couifc  of  a  few  years  allthefe  fine  words  came  jufl  to  nothing,  the  commiflions 
being  entirely  dropped  ;  the  luxury  of  the  King,  and  his  fchemes  for  the  advancement  of  po- 
pery and  lawlefs  power,  not  permitting  him  to  be  long  at  fo  much  annual  expence  for  fo  good 
:a  purpofe.  This  commiffion  was  faid  to  have  been  principally  pi^raoted  by  the  Chancellor 
Shaftefbury. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  legally  reduced  the  intereft  of  money  from 
eight  to  fix  per  cent. 

In  this  fame  year  1672,  the  court  of  France,  or  rather  Colbert,  obferving,  that  all  the  moft 
confidcrablc  European  nations  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  faw  it  extremely  needful  to  have  a 
fettlement  near  the  fouth  end  of  Africa,  for  the  convenience  of  their  fhips  in  thofe  voyages  ; 
they  for  that  end  fettled  on  the  ifle  then  called  Mafcareen,  or  Mafcarenhas,  which  they  have 
fince  named  Bourbon,  about  three  hundred  and  feventy  miles  eaft  of  the  great  ifland  of  Mada- 
gafcar.  It  is  about  forty  leagues  in  compafs.  Here  their  fhips  meet  with  proper  refrefhments, 
that  ifle  being  well  watered,  and  abounding  in  many  forts  of  trees,  plants,  and  fruits,  with 
homed  cattle,  hogs,  and  goats,  (brought  originally  thither  from  Europe  by  the  Portuguefe,) 
as  well  as  with  wild  fowl,  tortoifes,  &c.  and  of  late  years  yielding  coffee. — It  is  alfo  otherwifc 
very  much  improved. 

Voltaire,  though  in  many  things  not  abfolutely  tol^e  relied  on,  yet  in  thefe  matters  may 
be  better  liftencd  to,  obferves,  in  his  Age  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  how  greatly  he  had  im- 
proved, fortified,  and  adorned  France. — **  It  was"  fays  ho,  "  wonderful  to  behold  the  fea- 
^*  ports,  which  before  were  defert^d  and  in  ruins,  now  furrounded  by  works,  at  once  both 
**  their  ornament  and  defence  ! — covered  alfo  with  fhips  and  mariners,  and  containing  already 

.3  U  2  **  near 
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1672  "  near  fixty  large  fhips  of  war.— New  colonies,  tinder  the  prote&ion  of  his  flag,  were  fent 
**  from   all  parts  into  America,  Eaft  India,  and  Africa:    a  wonderful  change  this  in  fir 
years  time  ! — Moreover,  every  year  of  Colbert's  miniftry,  from  1663  to  this  year  1672, 
was  diftinguiflied  by  the  eftablifliment  of  fome  new  manufaftory,  fuch  as  fine  woollen  cloih, 
filk,  and  glafles,  with  which  till  this  time  Venice  had  fupplied  all  Europe  : — he  alfo  pro- 
*'  cured  from  England  the  fecret  of  the  flocking  frame,  of  Englilh  invention,  by  which  ftock- 
ings  are  made  ten  times  quicker  than  by  the  knitting  needles ;  the  manufafture  of  carpets  alfo 
**  and  of  fine  tapeftries  were  introduced ;    alfo  wrought  iron  ware,  fleel^  fine  cartheii  ware 
**  Morocco  leather,  &c." 

rj*  "  Whilft  fuch  vaft  improvements  were  making  at  home,  Louis,  in  this  fummer,  kept 

**  his  court  at  Utrecht,  and  his  troops  were  making  excurfions  within  one  league  of  Amftcr- 

•*  dam  itfelf. — Thus  was  the  greateft  mercantile  flate  that  ever  cxifted,  upon  the  very  brink  of 

"  utter  deftruftion. — A  moment's  diligence  would  have  put  that  King  in  pofleflion  of  Amfter- 

**  dam.     The  richeft  families,  and  thofe  who  were  moft  defirous  of  liberty,  prepared  to  cm- 

**  bark  for  Batavia,  and  fly  even  to  the  extremities  of  the  world.     The  Ihips  capable  to  make 

•*  this  voyage  were  numbered,  and  it  was  found  that  fifty  thoufand  families  might  be  embark- 

**  cd.     The  Dutch  would  no  longer  have  exifted  but  in  the  moft  diftant  part  of  the  Eaft  In- 

•*  dies.     And  thefe  European  provinces,  which  fubfift  only  by  their  Afian  riches,  their  com- 

*^  merce,  and   if  a  Frenchman  may  fay  fo^  by  their  liberty,  would  on  a  fudden  have  been 

^  ruined  and  depopulated.     Amfterdam,  the  warehoufe  and  magazine  of  Europe,  wherein 

**  commerce  and  the  arts  are^  cultivated  by  three  hundred  thoufand  people,  would  have  pre- 

**  fcntly  become  only  one  vaft  lake; — and  the  adjacent  lands,  which  require  an  immenfe  ex- 

**  pence  to  raife  and  maintain  their  banks,  would  probably  ^t  once  have  wanted  both  the  fup- 

**  port  of  men  and  money,  and  would  at  length  have  been  overwhelmed  by  tlie  fea,  leaving 

**  Louis  the  Fourteenth  only  the  wretched  glory  of  having  deftroyed  one  of  the  fineft  and 

^*  moft  extraordinary  monuments  of  human  induftry. 

**  Four  deputies  came  to  the  King's  camp,  to  implore  his  clemency  for  a  republic,  which, 
**  fix  months  before,  had  thought  herfelf  the  arbitrator  between  Kings.— Thofe  fuppliants 
**  -were  received  with  hauglitinefs,  and  even  with  infults  and  raillery,  by  Louvois  the  Mini- 
**  fter,  and  were  made  to  return  feveraltimcs.  At  length,  the  King  ordered  his  determina- 
•*•  tion  to  he-declared  to  them,  viz. 

**  Firft,  The  States  to  deliver  up  all  they  poflcfled  on  the  other  fide  the  Rhine,  withNimc- 
^*^  guen,  and  feveral  other  to\\  ns  and  forts  in  the  heart  of  their  territories. 
Secondly,  To  pay  the  King  twenty  millions. 

Thirdly,  That  France  for  the  future-  fliall  be  mafter  of  all  the  great  roads  of  Holland, , 
**  both  by  land  and  water,  without- paying  any  toll. 

**  Fourthly,  That  the  Catholic  religion  Ihould  be  every  where  reftored.- 

Fifthly,  That  the  Republic  fhould  annually   fend  an  AmbaflTador  Extraordinary  to  the 
French  court,  with  a  gold  medal,  whereon  ihould  be  engraved  an  acknowledgenient,— 
**  That  they  held  their  liberties  of  Louis  XIV.  . 

**  Sixthly  and  finally.  That  they  fliould  alfo  make  fatisfa^ionto  the  King  of  England  and 
**  the  Princes  of  the  Empire,  particularly  thofe  of  Cologne  and  Munfter,  by  whom  Holland 
**  ftill  continued  to  be  ravaged. 

*«  Thefe  conditions,"  continues  Voltaire,  **  whidi  approached  fo  near  to  flavery,  appeared 
**  iatolcrables  and  the  rigojur  of  the  conqueror  infpired  the  vanqwiflicd  with  a  defperatc  cour- 
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167;^  **  age.  They  determined  therefore  to  die  in  defence  of  their  liberty.  Their  hearts  and  hopes 
**  were  all  turned  upon  the  Prince  of  Orange,  and  their  fury  againft  the  Grand  Penfionary 
**  John  De  Witt,  and  his  brother  Cornelius,  both  of  whom  the  mob  at  the  Hague  now  maf- 
**  facred,  and  infulted  all  their  friends.  They  immediately  cut  the  dykes  which  kept  out  the 
••  fea;  whereupon  the  country-houfes,  which  are  innumerable  round  Amilerdam,  alfo  the 
"  villages  and  neighbouring  towns,  fuch  as  Leyden,  Delft,  &c.  were  overwhelmed :  and  yet 
♦*  the  country  people  did  not  repine  at  feeing  their  herds  of  cattle  drowned  in  the  fields.  Am- 
*•- llerdamitfelf  appeared  like  a  vail  fortrefs  in  the  midft  of  the  fea,  furrqunded  with  Ihips  of 
**  war,  which  now  had  depth  of  water  fufficient  to  make  them  be  flationed  round  the  city, 
**' where  frefli-water  was  now  fold  at  fix  ftive;rs  per  pint.  What  will  be  moft  wondered  at  by 
**  pofterity  is,  that  Holland,  whilft  thu^  overwhelmed  on  the  land,  was  yet  formidable  on  the 
"  ocean,  under  De  Ruyter ;  who,  with  one  hundred  Ihips  of  war,  and  fifty  fire-ftiips,  gave 
**  battle  to  the  united  fleets  of  England  and  France,  at  Solebay,  and  afterwards  brought  their 
"  Eaft  India  fleet  fafe  into  the  Texel ;  hereby  defending  and  cnrichmg  hrs  country  on  one 
"  fide,  whilft  Louis  was  deftroying  it  on  the  otlier. 

*^  In  brief,  the  Emperor  Leopold,  the  great  Eleftor  of  Brandenburg,  Frederick- William,  , 
^  tlie  Governor  of  the  Spanifti  Netherlands,  all  flew  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Dutch;    and,  as 
^  no  more  conquefts  could  be  made  in  a  country  overwhelmed  with  water,  Louis  found  it 
"  beft  to  leave  his  army,  and  return  home  ;  which  army  being  weakened  by  the  numerous 
**  garrifons  of  the  towns  which  had  fubmitted  to  him,  was  obliged  to  retreat;  and  the  Prince 
*'  of  Orange,  now  Stadtholder,  was,  by  the  above-named  fuccours,  enabled  to  recover  all 
"  that  Louis  had  conquered.     In  the  midft  of  thofe  diforders  and  devaftations/*  ftill  adds 
Voltaire,  "  the  magiftrates  of  Amfterdam,  to  their  eternal  honour,  manifefted  virtues  which 
*"*  arc  feldom  feen  but  m  a  republic.     For  as  thofe  people  who  were  poflTeffed  of  bank-notes,'* 
(he  means  bank-credit,  or  compts  en  Imnque)  ^*  ran  in  crowds  to  the  bank,  where  it  was-to  be 
**  apprehended  they  would  lay  violent  hands  on  the  public  ireafure,  every  one  being  eager  ta 
**  get  his  money  out  of  the  little  which  they  fuppofed  ftill  to  remain  there,   the  magiftrates 
**  opened  the  places  where  the  treafure  was  dcpofited,  and  it  was  found  in  the  fame  ftate  in 
*^  which  it  had  been  depofited  fixty  years  previous  to  this  period;    and  the  filver  was  even  ftill 
•'  black,  from  the  efTefts  of  the  fire  by  wliich  the  old  Stadthoufe  had  beeiT  confumed  long  be- 
**^  fore.     The  bank-notes  (credit)  till  now  had  been  conftantly  negociated,  and  this  treafure 
♦^  never  touched  till  this  time,  when  thofe  who  infiftcd  on  having  their  money,  were  paid  out 
**  of  it."     (This  may  be  true,  for  ought  that  was  generally  known  to  the  contrary,  or  that 
any  can,  in  our  days,  certainly  tell.)     "  Such   diftinguifhed  good-faith,  and  fuch  great  re- 
**  fources,  were  then  fo  much  the  more  admirable,  as  Charles  the  Second,  King  of  England, 
**  to  defray  the  cxpences  of  hispleafures,  and  of  this  war  againft  the  Hollanders,  had,  juft  at 
•«  that  time,  become  a  bankrupt  to  his  fubjefts^,"  by  (hutting  up  his  Exchequer,    **  and  it 
**  was  as  di(honourable  in  this  King,  thus  to  violate  the  public  faith,  as  it  was  glorious  in  thd 
*'  magiftrates  of  Amfterdam  to  prefefve  it,  at  a  time  when  a  failure  might  have  appeared  par- 
«  donablc.^' 

This  account  of  the  condition  of  Holland  isfo  finely  told  by  Voltaire,  that,  thougli  it'may 
be  fomewhat  prolix,  it  cannot,  we  imagine,  fail  to  be  entertaining  to  every  curious  reader,  . 
who  has  not  read  his  Hiftory  of  the  Age  of  Louis  XIV. 

Spain  having  aflifted  the  Dutch  in  this  war  with  France,  as  their  own  Netherlands  muft  in- 
evitably have  been  loft  had  the  Dutch  been  ruined,  Louis  availed  himfelf  of  that  pretext,  to 
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1672  feizc  on  tlie  Franche  Comptc  of  Burgundy,  and  on  many  places  in  the  SpaniiU  Netherlands; 
and  although,  by  the  fucceeding  peace  of  Nimeguen,  fomc  of  the  Netherland  towns  wcrcrc- 
ilored  to  Spain,  France,  neverthelefs,  has  retained  the  county  of  Burgundy  to  this  day. 

We  have  feen  the  three  former  Englifh  African  Companies  ruined  by  war,  mifconduft,  and 
^heir  great  ftruggles  with  the  interlopers.  In  this  year,  the  fourth  and  laft  exclufive  company 
was  erefted,  after  the  third  company  had  furrendered  their  charter,  for  the  above  reafons.  To 
this  fourth  company  the  King  and  the  Duke  of  York  fubfcribed,  as  well  as  many  perfons  of 
rank  and  quality,  and  the  whole  capital  of  one  hundred  eleven  thoufand  pounds,  was  com- 
pleated  in  nine  montlis.  In  this  new  fubfcription  the  late  company  was  allowed  thirty-four 
thoufand  pounds  for  their  three  forts,  viz.  Cape  Coaft  Caftlc,  Sierra  Leone,  and  James  Fort 
in  the  river  Gambia. 

The  new  company  foon  improved  their  trade,  and  increafed  their  forts ;  and  whereas  all 
former  companies  were  obliged  to  fend  to  Holland  to  make  up  their  aflbrtments  of  goods, 
they  now  introduced  into  England  the  making  of  various  kinds  of  woollen  goods,  &c.  not 
formerly  known.  They  alfo  imported  quantities  of  gold,  out  of  wliich  fifty  thoufand  guineas 
were  firft  coined  in  one  year,  in  1673,  ^^  named  from  the  country  of  Guinea.  They  alfo  im- 
ported red-wood,-  for  dyers ;  alfo  elephants  teeth,  wax,  honey,  &c.  And  tliey  exported  to  the 
value  of  feventy  thoufand  pounds  annually,  in  Englifh  goods,  for  feveral  years  :  but,  at  the 
revolution,  the  Weft  India  planters  joined  the  interlopers,  in  afferting,  that  they  were  always 
beft  ferved  with  flaves  when  the  trade  was  open  to  all.  And  the  Petition  and  Declaration  of 
Right,  as  that  aft  of  Parliament  is  commonly  called,  in  the  firft  year  of  William  and  Mary, 
^fFeftually  debarring  it  and  all  other  pretended  exclufive  companies,  not  authorized  by  Parlia- 
jnent,  the  trade  became  open,  although  that  company  ftill  perfifted  in  feizing  tlie  feparate  tra- 
ilers ;  which  occafioned  much  clamour,  and  no  fmall  obftruftion  to  the  negro  trade.  Their 
great  difputes  with  the  feparate  traders  are  contained  in  many  large  pamphlets  ;  but  the  fubjcft 
is  long  fince  become  fo  obfolete,  that  it  would  tire  our  readers,  to  very  little  purpofe,  to  girc 
a  detail  of  it. 

Copper  halfpence  and  farthings  were  coined  in  England,  by  King  Charles,  in  this  year  1672, 

having  on  one  fide,  Carolus  a  Carolo  ;   and  on  the  xeverfe,  Britannia.     ^^  There  was,"  fays 

Mr.  Tindal,  in  his  Notes  on  Rapin's  Hiftory,  **  another  farthing  coined  of  rare  copper,  hav- 

**  ing  on  the  rcverfe,  ^atuor  Maria  Vendico  ;  but  thefe  were  called  in,  to  pleafe  the  French 

'*^^*  King."— And  this  coinage  now  effeftually  fupprefled  the  private  coins  called  tokens. 

In  this  fame  year  1672,  the  Turks,  with  an  army  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  men, 
invaded  Poland,  took  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of  Caminiec,  ^nd  alfo  brought  the  Poles  fo  low  as  to 
4'ubmit  to  an  annual  tribute,  in  order  to  obtain  peace  of  the  Porte  ;  which,  however^  in  the 
very  next  year,  was  renounced,  when  King  John  Sobielki  gave  the  Turks  a  great  overthrow; 
and,  in  confequence  of  his  viftory,  made  better  and  more  honourable  terms  of  peace  for  Po- 
land, in  the  year  1676. 

At  the  very  clofe  of  this  memorable  year  1672,  Sir  Tobias  Bridges,  with  fix  (hips  from 
Rarbadoes,  took  from  the  Dutch  the  ifland  of  Tobago,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  alfo  St.  Eu- 
ilatius  ;  which  laft-named  ifle  the  Dutch  Admiral  Evertz  retook  the  fame  year.  On  the  other 
.hand,  tlie  Dutch  took  St.  Helena  from  England  ;  which  ifle  was  foon  after  recovered  by  us, 
in  the  year  1673,  by  furprizing  the  Dutch  garrifon,  at  a  place  wiiere  only  two  perfons  abreaft 
jcould  climb  up  the  rocks,  as  were  alfo  three  rich  Dutch  India  (hfcs  ;  which  place  is  fince  that 
time  well  fortified :  and  the  Englifh  colony  there,  wliich  is  faid  to  confift  of  about  two  hun- 
dred 
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and  barren  rock. 
1675  The  whole  bufinefs  and  benefit  of  the  little  ifle  and  colony  of  St.  Helena  is,  to  fupply  frefh 
provifions  and  water  for,  and  to  be  a  fafe  retreat  to  our  homeward -bomid  Eaft  India  Ihips  : 
in  return  for  which,  the  planters  arc  fupplied  out  of  the  company's  warehoufes  there,  with 
brandy,  wine,  arrack,  beer,  malt,  fugar,  tea,  &c.  and  alfo  with  cloathing  from  England  and 
India ;  fo  that  this  otherwife  barren  and  rocky  fpot,  is,  by  its  happy  Ctuation,  of  fingular  bene- 
fit to  our  (hipping,  and  to  thofe  alfo  of  other  nations  in  amity  with  us. 

The  Portuguefe  difcovered  St.  Helena  in  the  year  1501.  when  it  was  quite  uninhabited; 
but  they  ftocked  it  with  hogs,  poultry,  &c.  and  alfo  planted  it  with  lemons,  oranges,  figs,  &c. 
which  throve  very  much,  and  rendered  it  an  ufeful  refrelhing  place,  where  they  often  left  their 
fick  men  till  their  next  return ;  but  that  nation  poflefling  fo  many  ports  afterwards  along  the 
fouth-eaft  coaft  of  Africa,  fuch  as  Sofala,  Monibaza,  Melinda,  Magadoxa,  Mozambique,  &c. 
fcHT  refrelhing  their  fhips  on  their  Eaft  India  voyages,  they  abandoned  St.  Helena,  which  lay 
long  after  defolate,  until  the  Hollanders  fettled  on  it  for  the  fame  convenience  :  but  finding 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ftill  more  convenient,  the;y  alfo  abandoned  St.  Helena,  about  the  year 
165 1 :  whereupon  our  Eaft  India  Company  firft  fettled  on  it ;  and  it  now  abounds  with  cattle, 
poultry,  greens,  fruits,  &c.  there  being  fome  good  fpots,  here  and  there,  between  the  rocks, 
whereon  herbage,  pafture,  &c.  are  fupplied  for  thofe  ends. 

By  King  Charles  the  Second^s  charter  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  this  ifland,  in  the  year  1661, 
was  confirmed  to  that  company :  but  the  Dutch  having,  in  their  war  with  England,  in*  1665, 
feized  on  it,  it  was  retaken  in  the  fccond  Dutch  war,  in  tlie  year  1672,  as  we  have  already 
fecn.  'The  Dutch  got  poflcffion  of  it  again,  and  the  King's  Ihips  having  now  finally  recovered 
it,  in  the  year  1673,  it  became  vefted  in  the  crown :  wherefore,  in  the  fame  year,  the  King, 
by  his  charter,  re-granted  it  to  the  Eaft  India  Company  for  e^er,  as  abfolute  lords  proprietors 
©f  it,  with  all  royal  mines,  &c.  in  whofe  poffeffion  it  remains  to  this  day. 

In  the  fummer  of  the  year  1673,  there  were,  in  the  fpace  of  two  months,  three  feveral  and 
terrible  fea-fights  between  the  fleets  of  England  and  Holland,  though  not  fo  bloody  as  in  that 
of  the  preceding  year.  In  the  laft  of  thefe  engagements,  under  Prince  Rupert,  the  Englifti 
loft  Sir  Edward  Spragge ;  and  the  French  fquadron  is  faid  to  have  ftood  neuter  all  the 
latter  part  of  the  day.  The  joint  fleet  of  England  and  France  confifted  of  one  hundred  and 
ten^ips  ;  the  Dutch  of  one  hundred,  under  De  Ruyter  and  Van  Tromp.  Both  fides  claimed 
the  viftory  in  all  the  tliree  engagements;  and* both  Englifti  and  Dutch,  by  their  gallant  con- 
duft,  merited  it.  In  the  month  of  February,  in  this  year,  (N.  S.)  the  Earl  of  Shaftefljury 
then  Lord  Chancellor,  in  a  fpeech  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  inveighed  with  much  acrimony 
againft  the  Dutch,  whom  he  called  "  England's  conflant  foes,  both  by  intereft  and  inclina- 
**  tion;  wherefore  he  concluded  with  elder  Cato's  words, — *^  Delcnda  ejl  Carthago ;  i.e.  The 
*'  Dutch  mujl  he  extirpated.''^ 

During  this  ftiort  but  hot  war,  the  Englifti  Eaft  India  Company  was  under  the  neceffity  of 
raifing  no  fewer  than  fix  thoufand  men  for  the  fecurity  of  Bombay  againft  the  attempts  of  the 
Dutch. 

To  an  oftavo  Englifli  tranflation,  in  this  fame  year  1673,  of  a  judicious  treatife,  entitled,- 
The  Buckler  of  State  and  Juftice,  publiftied,  by  direftion  of  the  court  of  Spain,  in  feveral 
languages,  for  expofing  the  perfidious  defigns  of  King  Louis  of  France  for  univerfal  monar- 
chy, there  is  annexed  a  Ihort  eflay,  called,  A  fxee  Conference  touching  the  prefent  State  of 
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t673  England,  both  at  Home  and  Abroad  ;  in  order  to  the  Dcfigns  of  France  :  (faid  to  have  been 
written  by  the  direftion  of  the  Earl  of  Arlington,  then  going  out  of  favour,  and  aimed  againft 
the  Earl  of  Shaftefbury,  then  Lord  Chancellor,  according  to  Britannia  Langucns,  o£lavo,  1680, 
p.  41-50.)  wherein  we  are  told,  "  That  not  above  three  years  ago,  (viz.  about  the  year  1670) 
**  France  was  hardly  able  to  fend  forth  twenty  Ihips  of  war,  and  now  they  have  fixty  large 
"  ones,  ready  furnilhed,  and  well  armed  ;  and  do  apply  all  their  induftry  and  pains,  in  every 
**  part,  to  augment  the  number.  Could  the  ghoft  of  Queen  Elizabeth  return  back  into  the 
<*  w^orld  again,  fhe  would  jultly  reproach  the  minifters  of  ftate  in  England  for  having  aban- 
**  doned  her  good  maxims,  by  tamely  fufFering,  before  our  eyes,  a  maritime  power  to  increafc, 
**  which  fhe  fo  diligently  kept  down  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  her  reign.  Whereas 
"  you"  (this  conference  is  fuppofed  to  be  with  a  minifter  of  ftate j  '^  are  fo  far  from  oppoCng 
"  the  growth  of  this  power,  that  you  rather  feem  to  defire  England  (hould  facilitate  the  ways 
*«  to  make  it  grow  the  fafter,  and  to  render  it  yet  more  formidable  than  it  is,  by  the  acquifi- 
*'\ionof  the  fea-ports;  which,  in  conclufion,  muft  infallibly  bring  France  to  be  miftrcfs  of 
**  the  commerce  of  the  Indies.  All  the  world  knows  the  vaft  quantity  of  money  and  arms 
**  which  the  French  have  accumulated  to  that  end  alone,  out  of  the  richeft  purfes  of  that  king- 
•'  dom.  Our  power  and  greatnefs  confift  principally  in  the  matter  of  commerce  ;  I  tlicrcforc 
**..conclude,  by  an  unerring  confequence,  that  commerce  ought  to  be  the  chief  objc£l  of  our 
"  jcaloafy,  and  that  we  arc  bound  to  be  as  tender  of  the  confervation  of  this  benefit  as  of  the 
'**  apples  of  our  eyes." — Difmiffed  or  declining  ftatefmen  often  deliver  truths,  the  rcvcrfc  of 
what  they  had  praftifed  when  in  power.  This  great  truth  is,  however,  of  fuch  importance 
to  us,  as  to  merit  the  being  ever  uppermoft  in  our  tlioughts  and  counfels. 

At  this  time,  the  manufaftured  commodities  of  Eaft  India,  annually  imported  into  Europe, 
.and  more  particularly  into  England,  were  become  fo  confiderable,  as  to  occafion  loud  com- 
plaints againft  our  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company,  as  deftroyers,  or  at  leaft  lefleners  of  the 
confumption  of  our  own  Englifli  manufaftures  ;  whereby  alfo  it  was  obferved,  that  our  an- 
nual exportation  of  bullion  to  India,  which  formerly  did  not  often  exceed  forty  thouland 
pounds,  was  greatly  incrcafed.  Thefc  complaints  continued,  without  intermiflion,  or  rather 
increafed,  until  long  after,  that  the  legiflature  found  it  neceflary  to  enaft  a  total  and  abfolulc 
prohibition  of  the  wear  of  all  fuch  in  England,  muflins  only  excepted.  Which  two  points, 
viz.  the  incrcafe  of  the  exportation  of  bullion,  and  of  the  imporution  of  Indian  manufaftures, 
fupplied  the  opponents  of  that  company  and  trade  with  loud  and  popular  objeSions  againft 
both. 

In  this  fame  year,  a  fleet  of  French  fhips  of  war,  failed  to  attack  the  Dutch  forts  on  the 
coaft  of  the  ifle  of  Ceylon,  with  a  defign  to  poflefs  the  cinnamon-trade  ;  and  they  aftually  took 
the  important  fort  of  Trincomale.  But  a  fleet  of  fixteen  large  fliips  from  Batavia,  with  land- 
foices,  arriving,  the  French  fleet  retired  to  Surat,  and  the  Dutch  foon  recovered  it.  From 
Surat  the  French  failed,  attacked,  and  took  the  fortrefs  of  St.  Thomas,  which  the  Dutch  had 
-taken  from  the  Portuguefe  a  few  years  before,  and  was  alfo  foon  loft  again  to  the  Dutch ;  and 
in  the  end,  not  a  finglc  fhip  ever  returned  home  to  France.  This  was  the  laft  attempt,  during 
the  feventeenth  century,  for  difturbing  the  commerce  of  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company. 
1674  After  the  French  had  been  driven  from  St.  Thomas,  they  retired,  in  the  year  1674,  to  a 
place  called  Pondicherry  ;  where,  by  permiflion  of  the  Viceroy  of  the  King  of  Vifapour,  they 
fortified  it,  the  fituation  being  very  proper  for  the  trade  of  piece-goods,  then  in  great  demand 
in  Europe.     This  place  the  French  have  fo  much  improved,  that  it  is,  to  our  days,  their 
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1-674  capital  refidencc  for  all  their  Eaft  India  trade.  It  was,  however,  taken  by  the  Dutch  in  the 
year  1693 ;  but  reftored  to  France  by  the  peace  of  Ryfwick,  in  the  year  1697  ;  after  which  it  was 
Hill  further  ftrengihened  and  improved,  fo  as  to  be  deemed  one  of  the  moft  conllderable  places 
of  the  Europeans  in  India,  having  a  large  town  of  many  thoufands  of  Indians  in  It,  befide  the 
French  company's  people  and  traders  ;  and  being  lately  further  enlarged,  and  the  fuburbs  wall- 
ed in,  it  is  by  fome  faid  to  be  four  leagues  in  circumference,  containing  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  inhabitants,  Chriflians,  Moors,  and  Gentoos.  Neveithelefs  it  was  con- 
quered by  England,  in  the  year  1761. 

The  univerfal  clamour  of  the  people  of  England,  on  account  of  the  increafing  power  of 
France,  fo  dangerous  to  us  and  to  all  Europe,  obliged  King  Charles  the  Second,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1674,  to  come  into  terms  of  peace,  by  the  mediation  of  Spain,  with  the 
States  of  Holland,  on  much  the  fame  footing  as  in  that  of  Breda,  in  the  year  1667  ;  with  this 
advantage,  however,  on  his  fide,  that,  by  the  tenth  article,  the  States  agreed  to  pay  our  King 
eight  hundred  thoufand  patacoons  (being  near  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ftcrling)  toward 
the  cxpence  of  this  war  :  which  fum  came  very  feafonabJy  to  him,  who  had  laviflied  away,  in 
^  Ihameful  manner,  the  greateft  part  of  the  money  given  by  Parliament  to  fupport  the  war. 

By  the  fourth  article,  it  was  ftipulated,  *'  That  all  Dutch  fliips,  whether  fliips  of  war  or 
^*  others,  whether  in  fquadrons  or  fingle  fhips,  which  fliall  happen  to  meet  any  fhips  or  vef- 
^*  fcls  wliatfocver  belonging  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  whether  one  or  more,  carrying  that 
**  King's  flag  called  the  Jack,  in  any  of  the  Seas  from  Cape  Finiftcrre  to  the  middle  point  of 
^'  the  land  Van  Staten,  in  Norway,  (hall  llrike  their  topfail  and  take  down  their  flag,  in  the 
^'  fame  manner,  and  witli  the  like  teflimony  of  refpeft,  as  has  been  ufually  paid  at  any  time 
**  or  place  heretofore,  by  the  Dutch  (hips,  to  thofe  of  the  King  or  his  anceftors. 

V.  '*  And  whereas  the  agreement,  in  the  year  1667,  for  the  furrendcr  of  the  colony  of  Su- 
**  rinam,  by  King  Charles's  gorvernor  thereof,  to  the  States  General,  has  occafioned  many 
"  quarrels  and  difputes,  and  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  mifunderilanding  lately  arifcn  be- 
**  tween  the  King  and  the  States, — ^they,  the  faid  States  General,  now  ilipulate,  that  thofe  ar- 
*^  tides  (liall  be  fully  executed; — and  that  the  King  may  fend  commiflioners  to  examine  the 
•*  condition  of  his  fubjefts  remaining  there, — and  may  fend  thither  two  or  tliree  (hips,  to 
**  bring  away  his  faid  fubjcfts,  with  their  effcfts  and  flaves  ;  and,  till  then,  that  they  be  treat- 
**  ed  equitably  in  the  (ale  of  their  lands^  payment  of  debts,  and  barter  of  goods." 

Note,  That  purfuant  to  the  above  recited  fifth  article,  one  thoufand  two  hundred  perfons, 
including  negroes,  were,  in  this  and  tlic  following  year,  brouglat  from  Surinam  to  Jamaica, 
and  had  lands  afligned  them  in  St.  Elizabeth's  precinft  there. 

It  is  faid,  that  (ince  the  Dutch  have  poflTefled  that  colony,  they  have  rendered  it  more  healthy 
than  before,  by  draining  its  mar(hes  and  clearing  away  the  woods :  fo  that  it  is  now  a  noble 
colony,  producing  much  fugar,  being  planted  above  one  hundred  miles  up  the  river  of  Suri- 
nam (its  mouth,  in  fix  degrees  north  latitude)  by  eight  hundred  or  more  families,  many  of 
them  being  French  Proteftant  Refugees :  their  coffee,  too,  is  faid  to  be  better  than  that  of 
Martiiiico  and  Jamaica.  It  alfo  produces  gums,  dying  woods,  cotton,  ginger,  flax,  (kins, 
tobacco,  &c.  It  is  the  only  colony  now  pofleiTed  by  the  Dutch  on  the  continent  of  America ; 
being  faid  to  be  the  joint  property  of  their  Weft  India  Company,  the  city  of  Amfterdam,  and 
the  Lord  of  Somelfdyk.  They  have  feveral  other  towns  befide  the  capital,  now  named  Suri- 
nam, as  New  Zealand,  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  north  weft  from  Surinam;  New  Mid- 
idelburg,  Ac.  and  have  four. ftanding  companies  of  foldicrs  for  tfxcir  defence. 

Vol.  H.  3  X  One 
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1674  One  Jeronymo  ClifFord,  who  publifhed  his  hardfhips,  in  the  year  17 16,  having  had  a  great 
plantation  there,  fays,  **  That  Surinam  colony  is  fix  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  three  hun- 
•'  dred  in  breadth  :  that,  except  fome  fmail  quantity  of  fugar  made  on  the  fciarren  ifle  of  Cara- 
•*  coa,  this  is  the  only  colony  of  the  Dutch  which  produced  fugar."  Though,  fince  Clif- 
*•  ford's  time,  the  ifle  of  St.Euftatia  is  fo  far  improved  as  to  produce  fome  fugar. 

V  I.  **  All  lands,  iflands,  towns,  forts,  &c.  taken  on  both  fides,  fince  the  commencement 
**  of  this  war,  ftiall  be  reftorcd,  by  either  party,  in  the  fame  condition  they  then  were. 

IX.  **  Within  three  months  after  the  proclamation  of  this  treaty,  the  States  General 

•*  agree  to  fend  to  London  a  number  of  commiflioners  equal  to  that  of  the  King,  to  treat  of 
•*  the  freedom  of  navigation  and  commerce;  more  efpecially  in  the  Eaft  Indies  :  and  in  cafe 
*'  they  (hall  not  agree  within  three  months,  then  the  difputcs  (hall  be  referred  to  the  arbitra-^ 
**  tion  of  the  Queen  Regent  of  Spain." 

Done  at  Wedminfter,  the  ninth  of  February  (N.  S.)  1674. 

Another  marine  treaty  was  concluded  on  the  firft  of  December,   1674  :  and. 

By  an  explanatory  declaration  of  both  the  marine  treaties,  above-named,  and  by  another, 
ftgned  by  Sir  William  Temple,  on  one  fide,  at  the  Hague,  and  by  the  States  deputies,  on  the 
other,  on  the  thirtieth  of  December  1675,  it  is  declared,  "  That  the  true  meaning  and  in- 
**  tention  of  the  faid  articles  is,  and  ought  to  be,  that  (hips  and  veflTels  belonging  to  the  fub- 
**  jefts  of  either  of  the  parties,  can  and  might,  from  the  time  that  the  faid  articles  were  con- 
**  eluded,  not  only  pafs,  traffic,  and  trade,  from  a  neutral  port  or  place,  to  a  place  in  enmity 
**  with  the  other  party,  or  from  a  place  in  enmity  to  a  neutral  place,  but  alfo  from  a  port  or 
*^  place  in  enmity,  to  a  port  or  place  in  enmity  with  the  other  party,  whether  the  faid  places  . 
*'  belong  to  one  and  the  fame  Prince  or  State,  or  to  feveral  Princes  and  States,  with  whom 
**  the  othef  party  is  in  war.  And  we  declare,  that  this  is  the  true  and  genuine  fenfeand  mean- 
**  ing  of  the  faid  articles. — And  we  do  promife,  that  the  faid  declaration  (hall  be  ratified  by 
«  his  faid  Majefty,'  and  by  the  faid  States  General." 

This  declaration  has  given  rife  to  all  the  complaints  of  tlie  Dutch,  on  account  of  our  mak- 
ing  prize  of  their  fnips,  laden  with  French  property,  in  the  years  1757-8-9;  which  French 
property  tbofc  Dutch  (hips  were  intended  to  convey  fafe  to  and  from  France,  and  to  proteft 
them  from  our  cruizers,  &c.  which  declaration  has  been  conftrued,  in  part,  in  a  quite  differ- 
ent fenfe  from  that  of  the  Dutch,  by  the  Briti(h  court  and  law,  and  feems  to  require  a  further 
explanation  by  a  fre(h  treaty. 

Part  of  the  fecret  article  of  the  foregoing  treaty  of  peace  is  as  follows,  viz. — "  Neither  of 
**  the  faid  parties  (hall  give  leave,  nor  confent,  that  their  fubj efts  or  inhabitants  (hall  give 
<<  any  aid,  favour,  or  counfel,  direftly  or  indiredlly,  by  land  or  fea. — Nor  (hall  furnifh  nor 
*<  permit  their  fubjefls  or  inhabitants  to  furni(h  any  (hips,  foldiers,  feamen,  viftuals,  money,  . 
*«  inftruraents  of  war,  &c.  to  the  enemies  of  either  party." 

In  this  fame  year,  the  old  ill-judged  affair  of  prohibiting  new  buildings  in  London  was  once 
more  revived;  an  order  of  Council  being  publifhed  for  profecuting  all  fuch  as  had  erefled 
houfes  on  new  foundations,  in  the  fubtrbs  and  vicinity  of  London  :  by  which,  all  that  was 
probably  intended  was  to  bring  fome  money  into  the  impoverifhed  and  bankrupt  Exchequer. 

So  vaft  was  our  commerce  with  Holland  at  this  time,  that  Confui  Ker,  in  his  Remarks  on 
Holland,  &c.  publi(hed  in  Ker  of  Kerfland's  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  obferves,  **  That,  after  a 
**  great  froft,  in  1674,  when  the  waters  were  open,  there  failed  out  of  the  harbours  of  Rotier- 
^^  dam  three  hundred  fail  of  Englifli,  Scotch,  and  Iri(h  fliips  all  at  on,ce,  witli  an  cafterly  wind.'* 
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1674  The  Hollanders'  Weft  India  Cbmpany's  cxclufivc  grant  now  expiring,  the  States  General 
renewed  the  fame,  exclufivc  of  all  other  Dutch  inhabitants,  to  trade  to  Africa  and  the  Weft 
Indies,  any  otherwifc  than  in  the  name  of  that  Company,  whofc  limits  were  defined  to  be 
from  the  Tropic  of  Cancer,  to  the  fouth  latitude  of  thirty-three  degrees,  including  all  the 
iflands  within  thofe  boundaries,  both  dn  or  near  the  African  and  American  coafts. — Provided, 
however,  that  if  the  Eaft  India  Company  Ihall  occupy  the  iflands  fituated  within  thofe  limits, 
between  Africa  and  America,  from  Afcenfion  fouthward,  before  this  Company  fh^ll  fo  do, 
then  the  Eaft  India  Company  Ihall  have  an  exclufive  patent  for  thofe  iflands,  &c. 

And  it  feems,  the  faid  Dutch  Weft  India  Company  do,  to  this  day,  grant  licences  to  pri- 
vate adventurers,  to  trade  within  thofe  limits  ;  from  which  emoluments,  it  is  parly  enabled 
to  continue  certain  flpnder  dividends  to  their  proprietors. 

1675  The  Englifli  Houfe  of  Commons,  being  much  out  of  humour  with  the  conduft  of  their 
King,  Charles  the  Second,  and  that  of  his  bad  Miniftcrs,  afting  fo  much  in  favour  of  France,* 
and  fo  diametrically  oppofite  to  England's  true  interefts  ;  and  obfcrving  the  immenfe  confurap- 
tion  of  French  wares  of  all  kinds,  in  England ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  how  little  of  Eng- 
lifh  merchandize  was  taken  ofF  by  France;  (now  ardently  purfuing  the  improvement  of  her 
own  woollen,  filk,  and  linen  manufafturcs)  that  Houfe  entered  into  an  examination  of  the 
general  balance  of  trade  between  England  and  France  ;  and  found  that  England  was  annually, 
for  fome  time  paft,  above  one  million  fterling  lofers  by  her  trade  with  France.  Echard's  third 
volume,  Rapines  fecond  volume,  and  the  author  of  The  Happy  future  State  of  England,  arc 
particular  in  this  rcfpeft,  via. 

Imported  into  England  from  France,  annually,  about  --*  i,5C<ooo    o    o 

•  Exported  from  England  to  France^  annually,  about  —  170,000    o    o 


Annual  balance  againft  England  —  "    —  *-*  1,330,000    o    o 


Befide  about  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  value  of  French  wines,  filks,  embroideries,  and 
other  fripperies,  annually  run  in  or  fmuggled  inpon  us  :  "  fo  that,"  (fays  the  )aft-named  au- 
thor, very  properly)  *•  all  our  grave  laws  againft  fending  money,  in  fpecie,  out  of  England, 
**  wliicn  the  balance  of  trade  is  againft  us,  is  but  hedging  in  the  cuckow." 

Coffee  houfes  in  London  were,  at  this  time,  much  frequented  by  perfons  of  rank  and  fub- 
ftance,  who,  fuitable  to  our  native  genius,  ufed  great  freedom  therein,  with  refpeft  to  the 
courts  proceedings  in  thefe  and  the  like  points,  fo  contrary  to  the  voice  of  the  people. 
Whereupon  the  King  iffued  a  proclamation,  in  this  fame  year,  **  for  the  fupprefling  of  all 
**  coffee  houfes  in  London,'*  which  alfo  was  like  hedging  in  the  cUck,ow,  "  as  being  places 
**  where  the  difaffefted  met,  and  fpread  fcandalous  reports  concerning  the  conduft  of  his 
**  Majefty  and  his  Minifters.'*  But  the  dealers  in  coffee,  tea,  and  chocolate,  liaving  here- 
upon remonftrated  to  the  court,  tliat  this  proclamation  would  greatly  leflen  his  Majefty's  re- 
venue, the  King,  a  few  days  after,  iffued  another  proclamation  for  fufpending  the  firft# 
Than  both  which  proclamations,  nothing  could  argue  greater  guilt  nor  greater  wcaknefs. 

The  navigation  laws  being  fometimes  violated,  King  Charles,  in  this  fame  jrear,  iflued  his 
proclamation,  *•  for  prohibiting  the  importation  into  his  American  plantations  of  any  Euro- 
•'  pean  merchandize  but  what  ihould  be  laden  in  England  j  and  for  putting  ptlier  branches  of 
**  thofe  a£ls  into  ftrift  execution,  relating  to  America/* 

.3  X-a^  Wheat, 
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1675  Wheat,  ia  this  fame  year  1675,  was  fo  dear  as  three  pounds  four  fhillings  and  eight-pcnccr 
per  quarter,  or  eight  fhillings  and  one-penny  per  bulhel,  according  to  Bifhop  Fleetwood's 
Chronicon  Preciofum, 

In  September,  a  fudden  fire  having  burned  down  the  greateft  part  of  the  town  of  North- 
ampton, it  was,  by  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  twenty-fevcnth  year  of  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond, direftcd  to  be  rc-built ;  and  was  accordingly  fo  done,  in  a  more  bcarutifol  and  com- 
modious manner  than  it  had  formerly  beca;  as  appears  by  the  only  public  aft  of  this 
year   1675. 

In  this  fame  year,  a  commercial  treaty  was  concluded  at  Adrianople,  between  King  Charles 
the  Second,  of  England,  (by  his  ambaflador.  Sir  John  Finch)  and  the  Sultan  Mahomet  the 
Fourth :  whereby  **  all  former  treaties,  from  Queen  Elizabeth's  time  downward,  were  con- 
**  firmed  :  and  certain  new  capitulations  were  i"uper-added  : — fueh  as,  freedom  for  all  Englifil 
**  fubjefls  to  refide  in,  and  trade  to  Turkey  ; — to  have  confuls,  of  their  own  proper  appoint^ 
**  ing,  in  its  fea  ports ; — to  enjoy  all  the  particular  privileges  and  immunities  which  cither  the 
**  French,  or  the  Venetians,,  or  any  Chrillian  nation  enjoyed>  and  fliall  pay  no  higher  duties 
•^*  than  they  do ; — that  the  Dutch  merchants  of  Holland,  Zealand,  Friefland,  and  Guelder- 
*"*  land,  trading  to  Turkey,  fhall  always  come  thither  under  the  colours  of  England,  and 
**  Ihall  pay  the  dues  to  the  Englifli  ambaffador  and  confuls,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Eng- 
**  lifh  merchants  do ; — and  the  merchants  of  Spain,  Portxjgal,  Ancbna,  Florence,  and  all 
*^  forts  of  Dutch,  fhall  alfo  come  under  the  flag  of  England^  and  pay  the  fame  dues  as  the 
^  Dutch  before-named.  The  Englifh  merchants  and  all  others,  who  are  now  to  come  under 
**  the  colours  of  England,  may,  with  all  pofliblc  fecuriiy,  trade,  fell,  and  buy  all  forts  of 
**  merchandize,  not  prohibited,  not  only  in  Turkey;  but  they  may  likewife  trade  to  Muf- 
•'  covy,  by  fea,"  they  could  fo  trade  by  no  other  fea  but  the  Black  Sea,  "  or  land;  and  may 
*-'  bring  their  merchandize  from  thence  to  Turkey ;  and  the  like  liberty  is  now  allowed  the 
**  Englilli  with  refpeft  to  Perfia,  &c." 

The  bufinefs  of  the  proteftion  of  the  flag  had  occafioned  much  conteft  between  the  ambaf- 
fadors  of  England  and  thofe  of  France,  at  the  Porte  ;  the  latter  having  alfo  fomctimes  got  it 
inferred  in  their  treaties  and  capitulations,  that  the  Dutcli,  and  the  other  nations  before-nam- 
ed, who,  as  yet,  had  concluded  no  commercial  treaties  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  Ihouldcomc 
and  trade  under  the  flag  and  proteftion  of  France:  but  now,  in  this  treaty,  with  our  King 
Charles  the  Second,  that  privilege  is  afcertained  to  England  alone.  The  cafe  is  much  altered' 
fince  the  time  now  under  our  confideration  ;  the  Dutch,  particularly,  having  long  fince  bad 
the  privilege  of  ambafladors  and  confuls  of  their  own,  refiding  conftantly  in  Turkey. 

There  are,  in  this  treaty,  fixty-feven  articles  in  all ;  to  which,  after  Sir  John  Finch's  ar- 
rival, were  added  the  following  explanations,  viz. 

I.  **  What  duty  the  Englilh  fhips  paid  for  their  merchandize  coming  to  Scandcroon,  and 
**  afterwards  to  Aleppo. 

II.  **  For  all  merchandize,  which  the  Englifli  merchants  Ihall  import  or  export,  they  fliall 
*'  pay  only  three  per  cent.  And  woollen  cloths  from  London  Ihall  pay  one  hundred  and 
•*  forty-four  afpers  per  piece,  whether  fine  or  coarfe,  ofthe  manufafture  of  England,"  Eighty 
afpers  being  worth  a  Spanilh  piece  of  eight.  **  But  the  woollen  cloths  of  Holland,  &c.  which 
*'  aie  not  of  the  manufafture  of  England  Ihall  hereafter  pay  the  duties  as  formerly  have  been 

**  cuftomary,  &c. 

IlL 
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1675  I^I*  ^V,  V,  VI.  and  VII.  *•  Contain  only  certain  regulations,  concerning  caufcs  to  be 
**  trrcd,  relating  to*  the  Englilh,  and  the  anchorage-duty  on  our  (hips  arriving  at  Conftanti- 
•*  nople,  Scanderoon,  Smyrna,  Cyprus,  &c.  and  other  matters  relating  to  duties  and  debts. 

VlII.  **  Two  fhip-loads  of  figs  and  currants  are  annually  allowed  to  be  exported  from 
•^  Smyrna,  Salonichi,  &c.  for  the  ufc  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  kitchen,  provided  there 
**  be  no  fcarcity  of  thofe  fruits;,  paying  only  three  per  cent,  cuftom  for  the  fame."  And  the 
ninth  article  is  only  a  very  ambiguous  and  vague  flipulation,  concerning  the  duty  on  all  filk^ 
which  the  Englifh  buy  at  Smyrna.  Vide  vol.  iii.  of  the  General  Colleftion  of  Treaties,  &Cr 
from  p.  282  to  p.  309,  .  London,   1732. 

The  anonymous  author  of  a  fpirited  oftavo  treatife,  intitled,  Britannia  Languens,  publifh- 
cd  in  the  year  1680,  chiefly  with  a  view  to  evince,  that  England's  national  commerce  had  been 
for  fomc  years  in  a  confumptive  way;  (though  it  is  certain  that  Dr.  D'Avenant,  and  feveral 
otliers,  fix  on  that  very  year  1680,  as  the  funirait  of  our  commercial  profperity,)  exhibits  an 
accoxmt  af  all  the  gold  and  filver  coined  in  England,  from  the  firft  of  Oftober  1599,  ^^  ^^" 
vember,  in  this  year  1765,  being  feventy-fix  years  ;  which  hft  has  divided  into  four  periods  : 
••  fhewing  how  our  coinage  increafed  in  the  three  firft  periods,  proportionably  %o  the  increafe 
**  of  our  trade  and  navigation;  and  how  much  tlw  coinage  decreafed  ia  tlie  fourth  period  ,. 
•*  taken  (he  fays)  from  a  printed  account  of  the  faid  year  1675,  viz^ 

Coined,  JT.         s.     d. 

**  Firft  period,  nineteen,  years   and  a  half,  irom  Oftober   1599,  to 
•*  March  1619,  coined  in  gold  and  filver  -  -  -  4»779>3H  '3    4 

•*  Second  period,  nineteen  years,  from  March  i6i9>  to  March  1633,        6,900,042  11      i 
•^*  Third  period,  nineteen  years,  from  March  1638,  to  May  1657,  7>733"'S2i   ^3     4s 

**  Fourth  period,  eighteen  years  and  a  half,  from  May  1657,  to  No- 
**  vember  1675  -.--..  2,238,997   16    aj;' 

(About  one  million  of  which  laft  fum  was  harp  and  crofs  money,  and 
broad  gold,  &c.  re-coined.) 


In  feventy-fix  years,  .total  coined  in  England,  is  ^.  21,651,876  13  10 


*'  So"  fays  this  author,  "  our  coinage  yearly  increafed  from  the  firft  to  the  fccond  period  ; 
**  and  from  the  fecond  to  the  third;  but  annually  decreafed  from  the  third  to  the  fourth  pe- 
•*  riod  :  and  from  thence  he  inferred,  that  we  were  decayed  and  over-balanced  in  our  foreign 
**  trade,  and  that  our  coin  was  exported  to  make  good  that  balance."  Which  pofition  is  cer- 
tainly over-ftretched ;  for  ahhough  it  may  be,  and  certainly  was  true,  that,  in  the  three  firft 
periods,  England  pofleflcd,  almoft  alone,  all  the  trade  of  the  woollen  drapery  with  the  north 
and  weft  parts  of  Europe,  until  between  the  third  and  fourth  periods,  that  the  Dutch  gained 
much  of  it  from  us  ;  and  that,  towards  the  clofe  of  the  fourth  period,  France  alfo  pufhed  in- 
to it ;  yet  it  furely  by  no  means  follows,  that  becaufe  we  did  not  coin  fo  much  between  the 
faid  third  and  fourth  periods,  as  formerly,  we  therefore  were  lofers  by  the  general  balance  of 
our  annual  conimerce  within  that  time  :  it  has,  however,,  been  already  obfcrved,  under  the 
year  1664,  from  Dr.  D'Avenant's  account,  that  we  w^ra  greatly  lofers  in  the.  general  balance 
for  the  year  1662,  too  much,  if  not  wholly  owing  to  our  immenfe  importations  from  France  : 
yet,  upon  this  famous  topic,  we  muft,  after  all,  agree  with  Sir  Jofiah  Child,  as  we  have  ob- 
fcrved under  the  year  1670,  that  it  is  extremely  diflScult  to  fix,  with  prccifion,  the  general  ba- 
3  lance 
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1675  lanceof  a  nation's  commerce,  any  other  way  than  by  his  judicious  third  pofition.  This  in- 
deed is,  in  good  part,  confirmed  even  by  the  autlior  of  Britannia  Langueas  ;  wha,  however, 
in  p.  157,  ^c.  obferves,  "  that  the  Dutch,  long  after  they  became  independant  Hates,  were 
*'  ignorant  of  dur  new  draperies,  viz.  of  bayes,  fayes,  &c.  which  we  had  learnt  from  the 
*'  Flemings,  driven  out  by  D' Alva's  perfecution  ;  and  we  fupplied  the  Dutch  with  vaft  quan- 
*'  tities  of  cloth  alfo,  though  moftly  white,  which  they  died  and  dreflcd,  and  exported  to 
**  Germany,  and  many  other  parts.  We  had  alfo  formerly  the  fole  trade  to  Denmark,  Nor- 
**  way,  Sweden,  Livonia,  Poland,  and  Pruflia,  by  our  Eaftland  Company,  formerly  very 
'  *'  flourifhing,  and  called  the  Royal  Company :"  (t  have  not  met  with  this  appellation  any 
'  where  elfe)  *'  our  exports  to  all  which  northern  countries  are  greatly  leflened  by  the  Dutch 
**  having  fet  up  mighty  woollen  manufaftures,  and  the  Flemings  renewed  theirs.  We  had 
*•  formerly  the  fole  trade  of  woollen  cloathingto  France,  to  the  value  of  fix  hundred  thoufand 
*'  pounds  yearly,  but  now  none  at  all.  Alfo  the  fole  trade  to  Turkey,  though  of  late  the 
'  *'  Dutch  are  become  our  competitors  therein  ;  and  the  French  have  been  long  nibbling  at 
*^  this  trade  :"  (they  arc  now  in  our  days  far  from  being  nibblcrs  therein;  '*  and  in  the  Spa* 
*'  ni(h  trade  both  the  French  and  Dutch  largely  fhare  with  us.  What  is  yet  more  grievous, 
•*  we  import  much  fine  cloth  from  the  Dutch  yearly,"  (^this,  we  have  elfewhere  obfei^red  to 
be  owing  to  that  nation's  then  better  dreffing  of  our  fine  white  cloths,  and  then  returning 
them  to  us  for  the  ufe  of  our  richeft  people,  now  long  fince  at  an  end)  *'  and  till  of  late  we 
"  imported  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  yearly  in  ftuffe  and 
*'  druggets. 

"  Formerly"  continues  our  autlior,  **  we  had  the  fole  trade  to  Portugal,  but  now  the 
**  French  and  Dutch  are  our  competitors,  as  they  are  alfo  to  Italy,  where  wc  formerly  fup- 
**  plied  all.  The  Venetians  alfo  fupply  and  vend  much  cloth  there.  We  kept  the  monopoly 
*'  of  the  woollen  manufa£turc  to  moft  parts  of  the  trading  world,  during  all  the  reign  of  King 
•*  James  the  Firft,  and  the  greateft  part  of  that  of  King  Charles  the  Firft.  This  was  our 
**  principal  jewel :  and  as,  at  the  fame  time,  our  imports  were  lefs  than  of  late,  no  wonder 
**  our  coinage  was  fo  great." 

Thus  we  receive  not  a  little  light  into  the  hiftory  of  our  woollen  manufaflure  from  this  able 
author,  whofc  work,  though  written  with  fome  feeming  exaggeration  here  and  there,  is  ftill 
worth  pcrufal  even  at  this  day. 

A  judicious  and  candid  reader  will  cafily  cxcufc  the  repetition;  which  we  cannot  avoid,  of 
fome  points  in  fuch  fubjefts  as  thcfe,  Coming  from  different  authors. 

The  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company,  at  this  time,  got  the  town  of  St.  Thomas,  on  the  Coro- 
mandel  coaft,  into  their  hands,  by  affifting  the  King  of  Golconda  to  recover  it  from  the 
French,  to  whom  he  gad  given  it  fome  years  before.  The  French  having  then  taken  it  from 
the  Portugucfc. 

In  this  fame  year  1675,  the  Englifh  Parliament  granted  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for 
building  of  twenty  large  fhips  of  war,  viz.  one  firft  rate  (hip  of  fourteen  hundred  tons ;  eight 
fecond  rate  fhips,  of  each  eleven  hundred  tons  ;  and  eleven  third  rates,  of  each  feven  hundred 
tons.  Such  as  know  the  ftate  of  the  royal  navy  in  our  days,  know  that  fhips  of  the  above- 
named  rates  are  feveral  hundred  tons  larger  than  thefe  were  ;  and  alfo  rliat  they  could  not  now 
be  built  for  confiderably  more  than  the  above  fum.  At  the  fame  time  the  Parliament  refolvcd, 
for  the  future  to  apply  the  tonnage  and  poundage  duty  abfolutely  for  the  benefit  of  the  navy- 
joyal ;  which  was  nofmall  mortification  to  the  King,  who  was  further  difpleafed  at  their  rcfuf- 
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1675  ing  him  money  to  take  off  the  anticipations  on  his  own  proper  revenues :  and  It  was,  on  that 

occafion,  openly  obferved,  "  that  the  Parliament  or  the  Public  was  in  no  wife  obliged  to  pay 
**  the  King's  private  debts,  fince  that  would  prove  a  very  dangerous  precedent  hereafter." 

This  was  a  wife  and  gallant  ftep  towards  our  prefent  moft  happy  parliamentary  conftitution, 
when  every  fum  granted  by  our  Parliaments  is  appropriated  fpecifically ;  or  elfe,  in  certain  ex- 
traordinary cafes,  is  granted  upon  account,  /.  e,  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  crown  officers  in 
the  fucceeding  feffion  of  Parliament. 

1676  It  was  in  or  about  the  year  1676,  that  the  printing  of  calicoes  was  firft  fet  on  foot  in  Lon- 
don. As  was  alfo  firft  brought  into  ufe  from  Holland  to  London,  the  weaver's  loom  engine, 
then  called  the  Dutch  Loom  Engine.  Thus  all  nations  mutually  gain  the  benefit  from  each 
other  of  new  inventions  and  improvements;  none  of  which  can,  for  any  length  of  time,  be 
abfolutely  cngrofled  by  any  particular  firft  difcove re r. 

In  a  manufcript  account  of  Newfoundland,  in  the  author's  pofleffion,  written  in  the  year 
1677,  we  find,  that  in  the  preceding  year  1676,  there  went  thither  from  England  one  hundred 
and  twofliips,  for  the  cod  fifhery  there  ;  each  fhip  having  twenty  guns,  and  carrying  eighteen 
boats,  and  for  each  boat  five  men ;  in-all,  nine  thoufandone  hundred  and  eighty  men.  Their 
convoy  was  two  fhips  of  war.  And  the  total  value  of  the  fifh  and  oil  they  made  there,  in  that 
year,  was  computed  at  three  hundred  and  eighty-fix  thoufand  four  hundred  pounds.  How 
greatanurfery  then  is  this  filhcry  for  Englifti  failors,  and  how  beneficial  for  the  employment 
of  fhip-building,  &c.  ? 

In  Oftober  1676,  King  Charles  II.  of  England,  granted  his  fourth  charter  to  the  Eaft  In- 
dia Company,  confirming  all  his  former  ones,  notwithftanding  any  mif-ufer,  nOn-ufer,  or 
abufer,  whatfoevcr  of  their  former  rights,  liberties,  f<c.  by  the  company  or  their  fervants. 
What  induced  the  company^  to  obtai^l  this  charter  was,  a  great  clamour  raifed  againft  them  at 
this  time,  on  account  of  their  many  cxclufive  privileges,  and  their  enemies  went  fo  far  as  to 
publifh  their  opinions  that  their  charters  were  aftually  void—-**  becaufe^"  faid  they,  **  the 
**  crown  could  not  legally  grant  cxclufive  privileges  and  powers,  without  the  concurrence  of 
**  Parliament."  This  was  boldly  faid  for  thofe  times  ;  previous  to  the  ever  famous  aft  of  the 
firft  year  of  William  and  Mary,  called  the  Petition  of  Rights.  The  company's  enemies  alfo 
alleged,  **  That  their  bond  debts  amounted  to  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  as  they  fel- 
**^  dom  had  much  above  that  fum  in  value  at  any  one  time,  both  in  their  faftories  in  India, 
"  and  upon  the  feas  ;  they  thence  inferred  that  they  traded  wholly  with  their  creditors  money, 
**  of  which  they  made  forty  per  cent,  whilft  they  allowed  their  bond  creditors  but  fix  percent." 
—  (This  laft  point,  ofitfelf,  furcly  could  be  no  juft  ground  for  clamour.)  **  So  that  (hould 
**-  their  faftories  and  good^  be  deftroyed  by  war,  &c.  how  could  they  fecure  and  main- 
**  tain  the  pr«fcnt  nominal  value  of  their  capital  ftock,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fully  fatisfy 
**  their  creditors." — This  objeftion  holds  equally  true  againft  all  trading  companies,  and  pri- 
vate traders  alfo. 

That  Company,  having  now  made  a  confiderable  profit  by  their  trade,  did,  in  a  general 
court,  decree,  that  the  faid  profits,  inftead  of  making  a  dividend  thereof  to  their  proprietors) 
(hould  be  added  to  their  principal  or  capital  ftock,  fo  as  juft  to  double  the  fame  :  for  whereas, 
their  whole  capital  was,  till  now,  only  three  huiidred  and  fixty-nine  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  ninety-one  pounds  five  (hillings,  every  ftiare  of  fifty  pounds  was  now  made  one  hundred, 
whereby  their  new  capital  was  made  up  to  feven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thoufand  fevcn  hun- 
dred and  eighty-tvVo  pounds  ten  ftiillings. 

9.  la 
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1676  In  this  fame  year,  a  great  part  of  the  wealthy  and  extepfive  burgh  of  Southwatk  was  de- 
-ftroyed  by  a  fudden  fire.  Their  houfes  having  then  been  built  of  timber,  lath,  and  plaiftcr, 
the  legiflature  threupon  appointed  commilfioners,  by  an  aft  of  the  twenty- ninth  of  King 
•  Charles  II.  cap.  iv.  for  rebuilding  the  fame  ;  which  was  done  all  of  brfck  walls,  in  a  more 
fubftantial,  regular,  and  beautiful  manner  than  before;  as  it  iliil  appears  at  this  day,  from 
Lon-don  Bridge  foot  up  to  St.  Margaret's  Hill,  and  beyond  it. 

In  this  year,  the  famous  Sir  William  Petty  firft  wrote  his  trea;tife  of  Political  Arithmetic. 
Perhaps  all  his  computations  and  inferences  arc  not  quite  unexceptionable,  as  partly  obfcrved 
in  our  preface,  yet,  as  he  was  well  verfed  in  the  tlieory  of  commerce,  we  may  fafely  avail  our- 
felves  of  fome  of  his  ufeful  remarks  on  its  increafc  in  England,  from  the  year  1636  to  the  year 
1676,  viz. 

**  That  in  the  faid  forty  years  fpace,  the  taxes  and  public  levies  in  our  three  kingdoms  have 
•**  been  much  greater  than  at  any  time  before,  and  yet  the  faid  kingdoms  have  gradually  ia- 
^*  creafed  In  wealth  and  ftrength  within  that  fpace. 

I.  "  With  refpefl:  to  houfing ;  tlie  ftrcets  of  London  fhew  it  to  be  double  the  value  of 
**  what  it  was  forty  years  before.  And  they  have  alfo  increafed  therein  at  Newcaftle,  Yar- 
^*  mouth,  Norwich,  Exeter,  Portfxnouth,  and  Covves.— In  Ireland  alfo,  at  Dublin,  Kinfale, 
**  Coleraine,  and  Londonderry. 

II.  *'  With  refpeft  to  ihipping  ;  the  navy  royal  is  now  triple  or  quadruple  of  what  it  was 
**  forty  years  ago,  and  before  the  Sovereign  was  built.  The"  (coal)  **  (hipping  of  New- 
"  caftlc  is  now  about  eighty  tlioufand  tons,  and  could  not  then  be  above  a  quarter  of  that 
•*•  quantity. 

**  Firft,  Becaufe  London  is  doubled  in  people. 

"  Secondly,  Becaufe  the  ufe  of  coals  is  at  leaft  doubled  ;  they  being  heretofore  feldom  ufed 
•*'  in  chambers,  as  they  now  are, — nor  were  there  fo  many  bricks  burnt  with  them  as  of  late, 
-*'  — nor  did  the  country  on  both  fides  the  Thames  make  ufe  of  them  as  now. 

**  Above  forty  thoufand  ton  of  fhipping  are  employed  in  the  Guinea  and  American  trade; 
'*  which  trade  in  thofc  days  was  inconfiderable.  The  quantity  of  wines  imported  was  not 
^'  tlien  near  fo  great  as  now.  And^  in  fhort,  th/e  cuftoms  did  not  then  yield  oae  third  of  the 
^*  prefent  val^e. 

III.  '*  The  number  and  fplendour  of  coaches.,  equipages,  and  houfhold-furniturc,  have 
-**  much  increafed  fince  that  period. 

ly.  •*  The  poftage  of  letters  is  increafed  from  one  to  twenty." — This  furely  is  exaggerated. 

V.  "JAnd  his  Majefty's  revenue  is  now  trebled. 

VL  "  Upon  calHng  in  the  money  at  the  reftoration,  which  had  been  coined  during  the 
**  ufurpation,  it  amounted  to  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  or  one-fcvcnth  part  of  the 
^'  whole  cafh  of  the  nation,  or  five  million  fix  liundred  tho;ufand  pounds,  or,  allowing  for 
^*  hoarded  money,  to  fix  millions." 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Duke-of  York,  who  was  on  all  occafions  earncft  for  the  promotion 
of  commerce,  and  the  Lord  Berkeley,  &c.  fitted  out  a  fhip,  commanded  by  Captain  Wood, 
for  an  attempt,  once  more,  to  find  a  norih-caft  paffage  to  India,  accompanied  with  a  fliip  of 
the  King's.  They  were  encouraged  to  this  attempt,  after  it  had  been  fo  long  defpaircd  of, 
by  fcveral  new  reports  and  reafonings,  fome  of  which  fcem  not  to  have  been  very  well 
grounded.    As, 
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1676  I.  On  the  coaft  af  Corea,  near  Japan,  whales  had  been  found  with Englifh  and  I>ulch  har-' 
poons  flicking  in  them. — This  is  no  infallible  proof  that  fhips  could  get  thither  by  a  north- 
caft  paflage,  although  whales  rnight. 

II.  That,  twenty  years  before,  fame  Dutchmen  had  failed  within  one  degree  of  the  north 
pole,  and  found  it  temperate  weather  there :  and  that  therefore  William  Barents,  the  Dutch 
navigator,  who  wintered  at  Nova  Zcmbla  in  the  year  1596,  (hould  have  failed  further  to  the 
north  before  turning  eaftward,  in  which  cafe,  faid  they,  he  would  not  have  found  fo  much 
obftruftion  from  the  ice. 

III.  That  two  Dutch  fhips  had  lately  failed  three  hundred  leagues  to  the  eaflward  of  Nova 
Zembla,  but  their  Eafl  Ijidia  Company  had  ftifled  that  defign  as  againfl  their  intcreft  : — and 
fuch  like  other  airy  reports.  But  this  attempt  proved  very  unfortunate.  They  doubled  the 
North  Cape,  and  came  among  much  ice  and  drift  wood,  in  feventy-fix  degrees  of  north  lati- 
tude, ftecring  to  the  co^ifl  of  Nova  Zembla,  where  the  King's  fhip  flruck  upon  the  rocks, 
and  was  fbon  beat  to  pieces  ;  and  Captain  Wood  returned  home  with  an  opinion,  **  that  fuch 
*'  a  paflage  was  utterly  imprafticable,  and  that  Nova  Zembla  is  a  part  of  the  continent  of 
**  'Greenland," 

N.  B.  Not  many  years  ngo,  in  the  prefent  eighteenth  century,  it  was  reported,  that  certain 
"Ruilians  frorii  their  province  of  Siberia,  eaftward  of  Nova  Zembla,  had  attempted  to  difcover 
North  America,  and  pretended  to  have,  in  part,  fucceeded  ;  although  there  never  was  any  clear 
or  authentic  account  thereof  publiflied  "by  the  authority  of  the  Rulfian  court.  And  even  if 
they  fhould  aftually  find  a  way  through  that  icy  ocean  of  Tartary  to  Japan,  China,  and  North 
America,  it  could  be  of  no  fervice  to  the  reft  of  Europe,  who  can  attempt  no  other  way  thither 
but  either  by  Waygatz  Streights,  or  el fe  round  the  north  end  of  Nova -Zembla,  or,  laiUy, 
•round  by  die  north  fide  of  Spitzfbergen  :  all  which  have  been  ui>fuccersfully  attempted  by  able 
and  experienced  pilots  of  different  times  and  nations  ;  by  reafon  of  the  huge  mountains  of  ice 
obftrufting  all  pafJage,  and  which  probably  will  remain  fo  to  the  end  of  time.  It  may  even 
be  thought  doubtful  whether  that  fuppofed  difcovery.  could  be  made  of  any  great  advantage  to 
RufTia  itfelf,  confidering  tlie  great  land  carriage  from  Siberia  to  Archangel,  or  to  Peterfburgh, 
through  fuch  a  miferable  country. 

1677  The  people  and  l^arliament  of  England,  being  juftly  alarmed  at  the  great  progrefs  of  the 
French  King's  conquefls  in  the  Spanilh  Netherlands  ;  the  Houfe  of  Comrhons  addrefTed  their 
King  to  form  alliances  in  order  to  fecure  the  faid  Spanifli  Netherhinds  ;  in  the  prcfervation  of 
which,  they  tell  him,  in  the  beginning  of  tiiis  year  1677,  both  his  and  their  interefts  are  fo 
highly  concerned  :  they  addrefled  him  twice  on  this  fame  account.  And  although  his  fecret 
engagements  with  the  French  King,  for  the  worft  of  purpofes,  viz.  to  eftabhlh  an  abfolute 
power  over  his  people,  and  the  popifh  religion,  were  too  ftrono^  tp  incline  him  fcrioufly  to 
break  with  him,  yet  the  cries  of  his  people  made  him,  in  part,  outwardly  comply  with  thofe 
repeated  addreflfes :  and  the  Parliament  now  granted  him  five  hundred  and  eighty-four  thoufand 
pounds,  for  the  building  of  thirty  fhips  of  war,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  nation's  fafcty, 
which,  fays  Rapin,  was  all  that  King  Charles  had  as  yet  obliged  hi mfelf  to.  In  the  mean 
time,  whilfl  he  was  plunged  in  pleafures,  and  remained  quite  unconcerned,  Louis,  who  knew 
our  King's  heart  and  indolence,  took  the  cities  of  Valenciennes  and  Cambray,  alf©  St.  Omer, 
lifter  the  Prince  of  Orange,  who  had  marched  to  its  relief,  was  defeated  at  MontcafTel,  by  th^ 
Duke  of  Orleans ;  by  which  events,  the  refl  of  the  Spanifli  Netherlands  were  left  open  on  all 
iidcs.     They  again  addrcfs  him  to  enter  into  an  ofFenfivc  alliance  with  the  Dutch,  and  to  dc- 
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_lh^^  clare  war  againft  France,  which  he  flatly  refufed  ;  and  therefore  adjourned  them  till  winter,  and 
afterward?  till  April  .1678,  having  firft  met  them  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  in  hopes  of 
calming  them  by  the  information,  that  he  had  made  a  barely  defenfive  alliance  with  the  Dutch; 
of  which  fpeech  we  fhall  treat  more  at  large  hereafter. 

In  February  1677,  (N.  S.)  King  Charles  concluded  a  treaty  of  cctomerce  with  France,  the 
fubftance  whereof  follows. — General  Collection  of  Treaties,  vol.  i.  p.  170-176. 

Articles  L  and  II.  "  Both  nations  may  reciprocally  traffic  to  all  countries  with  whom  they 
♦*  fhall  refpeflively  be  at  peace :  and  in  cafe  that  one  of  the  contrafting  parties  fhall  be  at  war 
**  with  another  nation,  that  fhall  not  hinder  the  other  party  from  trading  totliat  other  coun- 
**  try  with  the  fame  merchandize  as  they  might  do  in  time  of  j)eace ;  contraband  goods  ex- 
**  cepted. 

III.  "  Which  conti-aband  merchandize  is  defined  to  be  all  implements  of  war ;  and  alfo 
*^  faltpetre,  borfes,  and  their  harnefs. 

IV.  "  But  not  only  every  thing  for  the  fupport  and  convenience  of  life,  but  gold  and  fil- 
•*  ver,  coined  and  uncoined,  are  declared  not  to  be  contraband  ;  but  alfo,"  (which  was  flill 
^ore  favourable  to  France)  "  hemp,  flax,  pitch,  cordage,  fails,  anchors,  roafls,  boards,  and  weed 
**  wrought  of  all  forts  of  trees,  and  that  ferve  for  building  of  fhips,  or  the  repair  of  them,  fhall 

^  *^  remain  free;  in  fuch  fort,  that  tlie  fubjefts  of  France  may  not  only  tranfport  the  fame 
*'  from  any  neutral  place  to  any  other  r^utral  place,  or  even  to  any  place  at  enmity  with  the 
*^  King  of  Great  Britain ;  or  from  a  place  that  is  an  enemy  to  a  place  that  is  neutral ;  or,  laft- 
**  ly,  from  a  place  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the  faid  King,  to  another  alfo  belonging  to 
•*  his  enemies,  whether  thofe  ports  be  under  the  obedience  of  one  prince  or  flatc,  or  of  feve-* 
^*  ral,  with  one  ox  all  of  which  the  King  of  Great  Britain  may  be  at  war.  ArKi  the  like  on 
*'  the  fide  of  tlie  Moft  Chriflian  King:  excepting^  however,  towns  aftually  befieged  or  in- 
*'  vcfled. 

V.  **  French  flilps  coming  into  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  and  intending  to  go  thence' 
^*  elfewhere,  fhall  be  detained  no  longer  than  to  exhibit  their  paflports.  And  if  the  faid 
^*^  French  fliips  be  met  in  open  fea  by  Britifh  fhips  of  war,  the  latter,  keeping  at  a  diflancc, 
**  may  fend  their  fhallop  on  board  fuch  French  fhips,  and  put  only  two  or  three  men  on  board, . 
**  to  the  end,  that  the  mafler  or  owner  may  exhibit  to  them  his  pafTport ;  after  which,  they 
^*  Iball  freely  proceed  on  their  voyage.  And  the  fame  for  the  fubjefts  of  the  King  of  Great 
<<  Briuin. 

VI.  "  French  fhips,  pafBngto  a  country  at  enmity  with  Great  Britain,  meeting  with  a^ 
**  Britifh  fhip  of  war  in  her  pafTage  ;  and,  in  like  manner,  tlie  fhips  of  Britifh  fubjefts  meeting 
**  a  French  fhip  of  war,  when  they  are  going  to  a  place  at  enmity  with  France,  it  will  not  be  ; 
**  enough  to  fliew  their  pjilports,  but  alfo  their  authentic  certificates;  to  the  end  it  may  be 
**  known  whether  there  are  any  contraband  goods  therein,  &c. 

VIL  *'  Y.et  if  there  fhould  be  found  any  fuch  therein,  configned  to  an  enemy's  port,  the  ' 
**  fcarchers  are  not  to  go  under-deck,  nor  to  open  or  break  into  any  chefls,  bales,  cafks,  &c. 
••*  nor  to  take  any  thing  out  of  the  fliip,  till  brought  into  port,  and  a  jufl  inventory  be  ukcn* 
**  in  the  prefence  of  the  cuftom-houfe  officers : — Much  lefs  fhall  the  goods  be  fold  or  bar- 
**  tered,  till  after  a  fair  trial,'  and  a  fcntence  pronounced  for  confifcation ;  in  which  con- 
*  fifcation,  the  hulk  of  the  veffei,  and  the  lawful  merchandize  found  therein,  fhall  not  be 
"  compriacd^ 
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X677  VIII.  ^'  French  merchandize,  found  in  fhips  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  (hill  te 
**  liable  to  forfeiture,  though  not  contraband.  And,  on  the  contrary,  the  merchandize  of  the 
**  enemies  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  are  not  to  be  forfeited,  if  found  in  French  fhips,  al- 
*^  though  the  faid  merchandize  make  up  the  bcft  part  of  the  lading  of  fuch  fhips  ;  but  ftill  with 
*'  an  exception  of  contraband  goods,  which,  when  taken,  are  to  be  difpofed  of  as  in  the  pre- 
"  ceding  article.  In  like  fort,  Britifh  merchandize,  found  in  the  Ihips  of  the  enemies  of 
**  France,  fhall  be  liable  to  confifcation,  though  not  contraband  ;  and,  on  the  contrary,  the 
**  merchandize  of  the  enemies  of  France  fhall  not  be  confifcated  if  found  in  Britifh  fhips,  al- 
**  though  they  be  the  greateft  part  of  the  lading ;  contraband  goods  ftill  excepted. — And,  in 
**  order  to  prevent  a  new  war,  tliat  may  happen  from  injuring  the  fubjefts  of  that  crown  that 
**  Iball  be  at  peace,  it  is  agreed,  that  the  fhips  of  the  new  enemies,  laden  with  merchandize* 
^*  belonging  to  the  crown  that  fhall  be  at  peace,  fhall  not  be  forfeited,  if  laden  therewith  be- 
**  fore  the  end  of  the  term  of  fix  weeks  after  the  declaration  of  the  war,  between  the  Sound- 
"  ings  and  the  Naze  of  Norway;  two  months  bctv/een  the  Soundings  and  Tangier;  two 
*'  months  and  a  half  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  eight  months  in  all  other  parts  of  the  world. 
**•  In  like  fort,  French  goods  taken  in  the  fhips  of  the  new  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  fhall 
**  not  be  confifcated  under  this  pretence,  but  reftcred  to  the  owners  ;  unlcfs  they  had  been  put 
*^  on  board  after  the  end  of  the  terms  above-noted.  However,  contraband  goods  muft  not  be 
"  carried  into  the  enemy's  ports.  And,  reciprocally,  Britifh  efFefts,  found  in  fhips  of  the  new^ 
•*  enemies  of  France,  fhall  not  be  forfeited  under  that  pretence,  but  fhall  be  forthwith  reftored 
**  to  the  owners,  unlcfs  put  on  board  after  the  end  of  the  terms  before  fpecified :  contraband 
**  goods,  as  before,  excepted. 

IX.  X.  **  Ships  of  war  fliall  do  no  injury  to  merchant  fhips :  and  the  commanders  of  pri-« 
**  vateers  fhall,  for  this  end,  give  fecurity  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  flerling^ 
«*  or  thirty-three  thoufand  livres. 

XI.  XII.  "  Both  Kings  agree  to  do  juftice  in  refpeft  to  prizes  :  and  when  their  miniftcrj 
^*  complain  of  unjufl  fentences  pronounced  concerning  prizes,  a  re-examination  thereof  fhall 
**  be  had  within  one  month,-  and  a  frefh  fentence  fhall  be  pronounced  in  three  months  after. 

XIII.  **  When  a  fuit  is  commenced  between  the  captors  of  a  prize  and  the  re-claimers,  if 
•*  fentence  be  pronounced  in  favour  of  the  re-claimers,  it  fhall  be  immediately  put  in  execu* 
•'  tion,  upon  giving  fecurity,  although  an  appeal  (to  an  higher  court)  be  made  :  but  this  fhall 
**  not  be  done  againfl  the  re-claimers. 

XIV.  XV.  "  Captors  of  prizes  fliall  be  feverely  punifhed,  who  treat  tne  matters,  &c.  of 
**  thofe  prizes  with  any  kind  of  cruelty :  as  fhall  thofe  alfo  be,  who  fhall  take  commiffions 
*'  from  the  enemies  of  cither  King,  in  order  to  take  prizes  from  his  fubjefts."  * 

The  perufal  of  this  treaty  of  commerce,  and  of  that  with  the  Dutch,  under  the  year  i6o8p. 
together  with  other  fubfequent  ones,  fufficiently  indicates  the  importance  of  them  ;  as  well  a^ 
the  expedience  of  commanders  in  the  royal  navy,  as  v/ell  as  thofe  of  merchant  (hips,  and  of 
higher  people  alfo,  being  well  acquainted  with  fuch  treaties;  which  we  have  abridged  as 
much  as  pofTiblc,  confiflent  with  retaining  the  entire  fenfe  and  import  of  every  article  thereof. 
Yet,  after  all,  we  mufl  here  fpecially  remark,  that  the  tranfcribing  of  many  old  treaties  of  this 
kind,  does  but  fvvell  our  work,  without  much  inftrufting  our  reader ;  when,  perhaps,  the 
very  lateft  treaty  with  a  nation,  as  France,  for  inftance,  with  whom  we  have  had  frequent 
wars,  fhall,  mmoft  cafes,  efTentially  repeal  all  preceding  ones.;  which  wc  here  mention,  to 
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1677  prevent  an  objeftion  which  fome  might  ftart  to  our  not  tranfcribing,  as  Savary,  Poftlethwayte^ 
&c.  have  done,  all  thofe  obfolete  treaties,  without  propriety  or  judgment. 

In  this  fame  year,  in  England,  a  new  Royal  Fifhery  Company  was  incorporated,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  the  King's  brother^  the  Duke  of  York  :  the  Earl  of  Danby,  Lord  Treafurer ; 
and  many  other  lords,  gentlemen,  and  merchants.  It  had  the  pompous  title  of  the  Company 
of  the  Royal  Fifhery  of  England.  The  King  beftowed  all  the  privileges  thereon  which  former 
companies  had  enjoyed  ;  befide  the  granting  them  a  perpetuity,  with  power  to  purchafe  lands, 
and  alfo  twenty  pounds  to  be  paid  tliem  annually  for  every  dogger  or  bufs  they  fliould  build 
and  fend  out  for  feven  years  to  come  ;  to  be  paid  them  out  of  the  cuftoms  of  the  port  of  Lon- 
don- At  firft  there  was  paid  in  a  ftock  of  ten  ihoufand  nine  hundred  and  eighty  pounds,  and 
afterwards  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  pounds  mor^.  This  fmall  capital  was  very  foon  exhauft- 
ed,.  in  the  purchafing  and  fitting  out  of  buffes,  which  were  only  feven  in  number  ;  ofwhicU 
number  the  French  took  feveral,  with  all  their  lading,  &c. — and  being  run  confiderably  in 
debt,  they  found  themfelves  obliged  to  difpofe  of  their  remaijiing  bufles  and  flores,  in  ihc 
year  1680. 

However,  in  the  year  1638,  Sir  Edward  Abney  and  others  joined  in  a  new  fubfcription, 
under  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  Taid  company's  charter.  But  this  attempt  alfo 
came  foon  after  to  nothing.  It  being  perfeverance  alone  that  is  ever  likely  to  bring  a  general 
filhery,  in  England,  to  a  ftatc  of  perfeftion  ;  in  which  cafe  much  time  and  patience  will  be 
required,  and  many  loffes  and  difappointments  muft  be  fubmitted  to,  which  feems  not  to 
be  the  cafe  of  all,  or  of  any  of  our  former  attempts,  in  England,  for  the  eftablifhing  a  general 
fifliery. 

There  having. been  maity  doubts  and  objeftions  ftartcd,  about  this  time,  againft  the  Eaft 
India  Company  of  England,  and  particularly  a  famous  printed  anfwer  in  the  year  1676,  from  a 
Barrifter  in  the  Temple,  to  a  Country  Gentleman's  fuppofed  Letter  to  him  on  this  Subjcft  i 
diflfuading  him  from  longer  trufting  his  children's  fortunes  in  Eaft  India  bonds,  becaufe  as  they 
were  not  an  excUifive  company  by  aft  of  Parliament,  they  could  not  legally  a£l  as  fuch,  and 
were  riierefore  liable  to  be  over-turned  or  annihilated,  &c. — a  very  judicious  anfwer  came  cut 
to  this,  in  the  year  1677,  ciuitled.  The  Eaft  India  Trade  a  moft  profitable  Trade  to  this  King- 
dom ;  and  bcft  fecured  and  improved  in  a.  Company,  and  a  Joint-ftock  :  reprefented  in  a  Let- 
ter, written  upon  the  occafion  of  Two  Letters,  lately  pubhflied,  infinuating  the  contrary.— - 
Poflibly  by  Sir  Jofiah  Child. 

His  general  pofitions  are, 

I.  •*  That  the  Eaft  India  trade  takes  off  a  confiderable  quantity  of  our  native  commodities 
•*  and  manufaftures. 

II.  **  It  fupplies  us,  cheaply,  with  the  moft  neceflary  commodities  for  our  own  coa-* 
•*  fumption. 

III.  *«  It  brings  us  fome  commodities  for  OUT  further  manufafturc. 

IV.  "  It  furnifhes  us  with  large  quantities  of  goods  for  foregn  markets. 

V.  **  It  employs  a  great  number  of  Engliih  fhipping. 

VI.  *'  It  occafions  the  building  of  more  fhips  of  burden  and.force,  fit  for  warlike  ferviccs 
^*  and  defence  of  the  kingdom,  than  any  other  trade  whatever. 

VII.  **  It  brings  in  a  confiderable  revenue  to  the  King's  cuftom's^  and  the  greateft  addition 
'<  to  the  kingdom's  ftock." 
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I.  *'  It  employs,  in  a  direft  courfe,  to  and  from  Indian  thirty  to  thirty.five  great  fhips, 
**•  from  three  hundred  to  fix  hundred  tons  burthen  ;  and  in  fcven  years  paft  there  have  been 
«  built,  new  from  the  flocks,  twenty-frx  to  twenty-eight  fhips,  from  three  hundred  and  fifty 
•*  to  fix  hundred  tons  each  :  whereby  there  is  a  very  large  addition  of  ftrength  for  defence  of 
*'  the  kingdom,  as  thofe  fhips,  equipped  in  a  warlike  manner,  will  carry  from  forty  to  fixty, 
**  and  feventy  guns  each.  , 

II.  *'  The  exports  of  the  Company  in  one  year,  (viz.  part  of  1674  and  1675)  may  be  about 
««  four  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  whereof  about  three  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
*'  fand  pounds  in  buUioiy,  and  about  one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pounds  value  in  cloth  and 
•'  other  goods. 

III.  ''  That  the  returns  from  India,  for  that  adventure,  are  callico,  pepper,  faltpetre,  in- 
**  digo,  filk,  raw  and  wrought,  drugs,  &c.  which,  on  fale  in  England,  producc.atlcaft  eight 
•*  hundred  and  fix ty  thoufand  pounds,  and  often  as  much  more. 

IV.  "  Tlie  amoimt  of  cufloms,  freight,  and  all  other  charges,  of  officers,  warehoufes, 
<*  carts,  lighters,  porters,  &c.  is  altogether  as  much  the  kingdom's  flock,  as  the  clear  profit 
"  added  to  the  company's  flock'is. 

"  So  that  there  is,  in  a  plain  and  dirca  way,  added  to  the  flock  of  the  kingdom,  by  the 
**  company'^s  trade,  in  one  year,  if  no  accident  intervene,  four  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand 
**  pounds,  deducing,  however,  about  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  being  the  charges  in  India  for 
*'  the  marntenance  oT  faflors,  faftories,  forts,  garrifons,  negotiations  with  Princes,  &c. 

V.  "  The  private  trade  allowed  by  the  company  to  owners  of  fhips,  commanders,  and  fca- 
<*  men,  as  well  as  to  their  faftors,  &c.  for  diamonds,  pearls,  mufk,  ambergris,  &c.  for  which 
**  there  may  be  annually  exported,  in  goods,  about  forty,  or  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  and  in 
**  bullion  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  yields,  at  home,  in  returns,  two 
**  hundred  and  fifty  to  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  So  here  is  one  hundred  and  thirty 
*«  thoufand  pounds  further  addition  to  the  flock  of  the  kingdom.  Both  together  making  five 
«*  hundred  thoufand  pounds  annually  added  to  the  nation's  flock,  by  the  Eafl  India  com- 
**  merce,  befide  all  the  confequences  depending  further  thereupon,  which  come  next  to  be 
**  confidered. 

For  illuflration  hereof,  let  it  be  obferved,  with  regard  to  the  flate  of  our  Eafl  India  trade, - 
in  the  confequences  depending  thereupon,  viz. 

I.  **  In  reference  to  the  exports  ;  principally  of  fo  great  a  quantity  of  gold  and  filverj  what 
^  is  very  obvious,  is,  that  if,  in  any  foreign  trade,  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  exported 
**  in  bullion,  brings  back  as  much  merchandize  as,  being  re-exported  to  other  foreign  parts 
**  brings  home  two  hundred,  or  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  that  mufl  be  a  gain- 
*^  ful  commerce  to  the  nation, 

II.  "  The  goods  annually  exported,  amounting  to  one  hundred  and  ten  thoufarid  pounds, 
^  confifl  of  fixty,  or  feventy  thoufand  pounds  in  Englifh  goods,  as  drapery,  tin,  and  lead,  and 
**  the  refl  is  in  foreign  commodities.  Our  lead,  it  is  true,  might  be  taken  off  by  other  Eu- 
•*  ropean  nations ;  ahhough  we  had  no  trade  to  India  ourfelves,  but  the  fale  of  the  drapery 
*♦  and  tin,  amounting  to  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  (which  now  gains  fifty  thoufand  pounds  to 
^  the  nation)  would  not  be  taken  off  at  all ;  for  no  other  nation  carries  Englifli  cloth  to  In- 
f*  did,  and  for  tin,  there  are  great  quantities  of  it  in  fome  parts  of  India, 

III.  There 
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,1677  III.  "  There  may  be  annually  confumed  in  England,  near  to  the  value  of  two  hundred, 
-**  two  hundred  and  thirty,  or  two  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  in  India  goods,  viz. 
*•  about  the  value  of  fix  thoufand  pounds  in  pepper,  thirty  thoufand  pounds  in  faltpetre,  thirty 
'*'  thoufand  pounds  in  filks,  raw  and  manufaclurcd;  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds 
**  in  callicoes  ;  and  about  ten  to  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  in  indigo  and  other  drugs."  As  yet 
there  is  no  mention  of  tea,  nor  coffee,  the  former,  becaufe  the  company  had  not,  till  after 
this  time,  ferried  a  trade  to  China;  and  the  latter  was  hitherto  folely  fupplied  by  the  Turkey 
Company.  '*  All  the  reft  of  the  returns  above-mentioned,  amounting  to  fix  hundred  and 
*'  thirty  thoufand  pounds  value,  are  tranfported  to  foreign  markets,  as  is  alfo  moft  part  of 
*'  the  private  trade.  The  pepper,  I  reckon  at  eight-pence  per  pound  weight,  fo  neceffary  a 
**  fpice  for  all  people,  v.hich  formerly  coft  us  three  {hillings  and  four-pence  per  pound,  being 
**  no-where  to  be  had  but  in  India;  and  were  we  obliged  tb  have  it  from  the  Dutch,  they 
**  would  probably  raife  it  as  higl|  as  they  do  their  ether  fpices  :  yet,  fuppofing  it  fo  low  as 
**  fixteen -pence  per  pound,  it  would  be  a  further  annual  expence  of  fix  thoufand  pounds  to 
**  the  nation. 

**  Saltpetre  is  of  that  abfolute  neceflity,  that  without  it  we  fhould  be  like  the  Ifraelites  under 
*'  the  bondage  of  the  Philiftines,  without  the  means  of  defending  ourfclves.  Poflibly,  even 
'•  if  we  had  no  Indian  trade,  we  might,  in'timc  of  peace,  purchafe  it,  though  it  would  coft 
*'  us  double  what  it  now  does.  But,  in  cafe  of  war,  wherecould  we  have  fufBcient :  not 
**  furely  from  our  enemies.  Or,  would  our  gentlemen,  citizens,  and  farmers,  be  willing  to 
*'  have  their  cellars  and  rooms  du^up,  (as  in  King  Charles  the  Firft's  reignj  and  be  deprived 
,  **  of  freedom  in  their  own  houfes,  expofed  and  laid  open  to  faltpetre  men :  which  method 
**  would  be  befides,  by  no  means  equal  to  the  affording  us  the  neceffary  fupplies. 

**  Raw  filk  we  might  poffibly  be  fupplied  with  from  other  parts,  though  not  fo  cheap  as 
•*  from  India.  And  India  wrought  filks  ferve  us  inftead  of  fo  much  Italian  and  French  filks, 
**  which  would  coft  us  alraoft  treble  the  price  of  Indian  fi[lks  ;  to  the  kingdom's  lofs  of  above 
**  twenty  thoufand  pounds  yearly. 

*•  Callicoes  ferve  inftead  of  the  like  quantity  of  French,  Dutch,  and  Flemifh  linen,  which 
**  would  coft  thrice  as  much  :  hereby  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  is  yearly  faved  to 
**  the  nation.  And  if  the  linen  manufafture  were  fettled  jn  Ireland  fo  as  to  fupply  England, 
**  our  callicoes  might  be  tranfported  to  foreign  markets.*'  This  is  now,  in  our  time,  happily 
verified  and  effefted. 

**  Indigo  is  neceffary  for  dying  and  perfefting  of  our  own  manufaftures.  And  the  other 
**  drugs,  &c.  brought  from  India,  are  inconfiderable. 

IV.  «  The  value  of  fix  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  in  India  goods  of  the  cora- 
"  pany'§,  and  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  value  of  private  traders,  arc  tranfported  yearly  to 
•*  France,  Holland,  Spain,  Italy,  Turkey,  &c.  whereby  thofe  trades  are  the  better  carried 
"  on  by  the  Englifli,  to  a  further  advantage  of  the  kingdom ;  and  cannot  be  calculated  to 
**  yield  lefs  than  ten  per  cent,  clear  profit  ;  being  eighty-three  thoufand  pounds  yearly  :  yet, 
*•  as  fome  part  may  be  exported  by  ftrangers, — I  (hall  efttmate  the  net  profit  at  only  fixty 
"  thoufand  pounds,  being  fo  much  further  addition  to  the  nation's  ftock. 

**  'And  here,  by  the  way,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  the  kingdom  has  a  greater  advantage 
*'  when  the  trade  is  carried  on  by  the  Englifh  merchant,  than  when  it  is  carried  on  by 
"  ftrangers,  as  all  the  profits  arifing  by^  the  trade  of  the  one  is  brought  back  to  England; 
**  whereas  the  profits  of  the  othejr  remain  abroad.     This  I  remark  in  order  to  reftify  the  mif- 
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1677  *'  takeoffome,  who  fay,  it  is  all  one  to  the  kingdom,  fo  the  trade  be  carried  on,  whether  it 

**  be  by  the  Englifh  or  by  ftrangers  :  as  alfo  to  evince,  that  it  is  the  nation's  intcrcil  to  en* 

<♦  courage  the  King's  fubjefts  in  their  trade,  preferably  to  ftrangers. 

V.  •'  The  faid  India  goods  are  exported  in  Englifh  fhipping,  whereby  much  employment 
**  is  given  to  our  own  fhips,"  (and  mariners)  "  the  very  freight  of  which,-  being  about  five 
**  thoufand  tons,  can'nct  amount  to  lefs  than  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  being  fo  much  fur- 
"  ther  addition  to  the  kingdom's  ftock. 

VI.  **  From  all  which  confiderations  there  will  arife  a  full  and  clear  anfwer  to  the  objeftion 
^*  made  againft  this  trade,  becaufe  of  the  quantities  of  gold  and  filver  exported  to  India.-— 
••  and  thus  the  fending  out  of  our  treafure  increafeth  it :  whereas  to  coop  it  up  would  render 
**  it  wholly  ufelefs.  Had  we  all  tlie  gold  and  filver  in  the  world,  if  it  were  abfolutely  kept 
'•  and  confined  within  this  kingdom,  it  would  neither  enlarge  our  trade,  nor  render  us  more 
**  formidable  in  ftrength  and  power. 

•*  If  fome  other  foreign  trades  do  wafte  and  confume  our  treafure,- — let  us  find  out  expedi- 
«♦  ents  to  prevent  it.     But,  in  the  mean  time,  it  would  be  deftruftive  to  ftop  the  current  of  . 
*•  our  real  fupplies  of  it,  by  breaking  in  upon,  or  obftruftingthe  courfe  of  the  Eaft  India 
**  trade,  by  which,  if  the  kingdom  had  not  been  fupplied,  all  its  treafure  might,  ere  this, 
'*  have  been  exhaufted. 

Next,  That  the  Eaft  India  trade  cannot  fd  well  be  fecured  and  improved,  for  the  benefit 
and  advantage  of  the  kingdom,  in  any  other  way,  as  by  a  company  in  a  joint- ftock ;  let  it  be 
.confidcred, 

Firft,  **  No  other  nation  trades  thither  otherwife  than  by  a  joint-flock,  except  the  Porta- 
**  guefe,  who  are  now  almoft  beaten  out  of  the  trade. 

Secondly,  '*  It  is  well  known,  that  prefcnts  are  to  be  made  to  Kings,  Princes,  and  Gover- 
"  4iors  of  India,  for  obtaining  licence  to  traffic  there  : — and  there  is  alfo  a  neceifity  of  hiring 
**  fome  great  houfe,  for  fecuring  their  perfons  and  goods  there,  at  each  refpeftive  place. 

Thirdly,  **  Our  company  has  been  at  vaft  charges  and  hazards  for  obtaining  freedom  of 
**  trade,  and  many  great  privileges  and  immunities,  both  from  the  Great  Mogul,  and  very 
**  many  other  Kings,  Princes,  and  Governors  ;  and  likewife  for  the  fecurity  of  their  faftors, 
**  eftates,  and  trade  ;  alfo  to  purchafc,  build,  and  maintain  great  houfes  and  ftore  houfes  in 
♦•  all  the  places  of  their  refidences,  called  faftories ;  and  in  fome  places,  as  at  Fort  St.  George,  - 
*•  Bombay,  and  St.  Helena,  to  make  confiderable  fortifications,  and  to  keep  large  garrifons. 

"  If  therefore  this  trade  (hould  be  left  entirely  open,  fo  as  every  one  might'trade  thither  as 
•♦  he  pleafed,  would  not  all  the  before-named  privileges  and  immunities  purchafed  at  great  ex- 
"  pence  by  our  company,  be  either  loft,  or  elfe  rendered  void  and  infignificant:  and  when 
*•"  every  man  minds  only  his  own  particular  concern,  the  national  honour  and  intercft  would 
**"  decline. — Would  not  the  Kings  and  Governors  in  India,  and  the  European  nations,  our 
**  competitors  there,  take  all  opportunities  to  make  their  advantages,  and  to  put  hardfliips 
**  and  injuries  upon  the  Englifn,  wanting  united  counfels  and  ftrength  to  right  thcmfelves. 
**  Would  not  every  one  ftrive  to  fupplant  each  other,  and  thereby  give  a  handle  to  the  Indians 
**  to  raife  the  prices  of  Indian  commodities,  and  lower  the  prices  of  Englifh  goods :  of  which 
'*  there  hath  already  been  too  fad  experience  in  three  or  four  years  of  open  trade,  from  the 
*^  year  1653  to  1657  f  in  which  time  the  Englifh  began  to  lofe  their  ancient  honour  and 
"  efteem.  And  many  indignities  and  wrongs  were  put  upon  them  by  the  Kings  and  Govcr- 
***  nors  there,  forcing  the  Englifh  to  fell  their  goods,  and  to  take  others,  at  fucb  prices  as 
Z  *  they 
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1677  **  ^'^^y  picafcd.  Englilh  cotnmanders  have  been  put  to  death,  and  their  (hips  and  goods  fciz- 
**  ed  without  means  of  redrefs*  Private  traders,  by  outvying  and  underfelling  one  another  ia 
•**  thofe  four  years,  brought  the  trade  to  be  often  a  lofing  one,  and  at  beft  but  feldom  a  faving 
**  one.  It  was  frora  the  confideration  of  thefc  and  many  other  diforders  in  the  open  trade, 
**  that,  in  the  year  1657,  it  was  agreed  to  lay  a()de  all  private  trade,  and  to  open  books  for 
**  fubfcribing  to  a  new  joint  flock. 

*'  In  or  about  the  year  1665,  the  company  took  a  perfeft  account  and  balance  of  all  their 

"*'  flock,  adventures,  and  debts  ;  wlien  it  appeared.  That  the  flock  was  really  worth  one  hun- 

*'  dred  and  thirty  per  cent. ;  though  fuch  were  then  the  humours  and  fancies  of  people,  that 

**  it  was  aAually  fold  at  about  feventy  per  cent.     Yet,  fince  then,  the  value  of  the  flock  has 

^  **  .advanced  to  two  hundred  and  forty-five  per  cent. 

"  From  this  fliort  view  of  things,"  fays  our  author,  **  I  leave  it  to  the  confideration  of 
*'  all  judicious  perfons,  w^hether  it  be  not  inconfiflent  with  the  kingdom's  interefl,  and  irra- 
**  tional  and  unjuft,  to  lay  open  the  Eaft  India  trade.  Inconfiflent  with  tlie  public  intereil, 
•'  to  part  with  or  hazard  the  lofsof  all  thofe  places  of  flrength,  and  thofe  privileges  the  com- 
**  pany  enjoys,  but  which  cannot  be  maintained  in  an  open  trade. — Irrational,  to  makea  fe- 
**  cond  trial,  after  fo  many  inconveniencies  experienced  by  the  firft. — And  unjuft,  to  deprive 
"  the  prefent  fubfcribers  in  the  Eafl  India  flock  of  their  future  advantages,  who  have  run  fo 
**  jnany  hazards,  and  been  at  fuch  vaft  expences  for  promoting  and  fecuring  the  trade. 

"  With  refpeft  to  what  the  Barrifter's  letter  alleges,  viz.  That  the  Eaft  India  trade  fliould 
*'  be  managed  by  what  is  called  a  Regulated  Company,  as  our  Turkey  trade  is  ;  it  certainly 
*^  cannot  be  fo  well  fecured  and  improved  for  the  kingdom's  advantage  by  a  regulated  as  by 
**  a  joint  ftock  company;  for  the  following  reafons  ;— 

Firft,  *'  Almoft  every  place  in  India  is  under  a  diftinft  Rajah  or  King :  and  confidering 
**  that  other  European  nations  are  ftill  watching  all  opportunities  of  inftilling  into  thofe  Ra- 
^'  jahs  or  Kings  contemptuous  thoughts  of  the  Englilh,  for  their  own  ends  ;  this  renders  it 
•*  abfolutely  neceflary  to  have  frequent  applications  to  and  treaties  with  thofe  Kings,  and  that 
**  the  Englifh  ftiould  appear  to  them  with  fome  port  and  grandeur,  as  being  able  to  carry  on 
**  a  confiderable  trade  with  them,  and  to  force  them  to  a  performance  of  their  treaties  and 
**  agreements.  The  flate  of  aiFairs  in  Turkey  is  far  otherwife,  where  there  is  but  one  Prince, 
**  with  abfolute  dominion  :  fo  that,  by  one  ambaflador  at  court,  and  two  or  three  confulsat 
**  refidences  of  commerce,  to  hold  correfpondeuce  with  him,  all  matters  for  tlie  fecurity  of 
*'  the  trade  may  be  tran faded. 

>*  All  which  being  duly  premifed,  all  well  wiftiers  to  England,  it  is  prefun^d,  would  dcfire 
*'  to  have  the  forts,  faftories,  and  privileges  in  India,  which,  by  the  prefent  joint  ftock  of 
**  the  Eaft  India  Company  have  been  obtained,  purchafed  and  fettled  at  the  expence  of  per- 
*'  haps  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  (and  whereof  the  proprietors  of  the  faid  joint  ftock 
**  are  at  prefent  the  owners  and  pofleflbrsj  to  be  maintained  and  preferved  to  our  nation;' as 
•^*  alfo,  that  the  faid  places  of  ftrength,  houfes^  and  privileges,  being  juftly  the  property  of 
**  the  faid  joint  flock,  theyoughtnotto.be  divefted  thereof,  without  an  equitable  compenfa- 
**  tion, — even  as  much  as  if  it  were  wltliin  the  kingdom  of  England.  And  that  the  fuccecd- 
**  ing  trade  to  India  fliould  both  give  fuch  compenfation,,  and  maintain  the  growing  charge.— 
'*'  And  as  the  prefent  defign  of  fome  is,  that  the  how  joint  flock  fliould  ceafe  and  determine, 
*•  after  getting  in  what  goods  and  debts  they  have  abroad,  and  that  the  trade,  for  the  future, 
**  ihould  be  carried  on  by  particular  perfons,  according  as  every  one  fliould  think  good  to 
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1677  "  adventure,  without  limitation,  either  in  quantity,  quality,  or  in  the  prices  of  goods  fenl  ' 

"  out  or  returned  home :  yet,  that  there  Ihould  be  a  company  legally  eftablilhed,  to  be  im- 
*«  powered  to  raifc  impofitions  on  the  trade,  for  the  maintaining  of  ihe  faid  forts,  faftories, 
«*  and  privileges,  for  the  equal  benefit  of  all  Englifh  people  trading  to  India. — ^Alfo  to  make 
**  treaties  with  Kings  and  governors  in  India,  as  formerly.  And  alfo,  out  of  fuch  impofi* 
**  tions,  to  allot  a  proportion,  probably  not  lefs  than  ten  tboufand  pounds  per  annum,  for 
*'  the  loan  of  the  faid^  places  and  privileges  ;  and  the  reft  of  the  money  to  be  employed  for 
**  the  charge  of  the  future  government,  and  for  treaties,  &c,  upon  the  plaa  of  the  Turkey 
**  Company. 

**  Now,  let  it  be  confidered,  how  infuflicient  this  propofed  method  is  for  fecuring  this- trade 
•'  to  the  Englifh  nation,  in  coraparifon  of  the  prefent  one,  wherein  there  is  a  fund  of  at  leaft 
"  a  million  fterling,  conftantly  engaged  for  the  neceflary  defence  of  the  trade.  And  it  will 
**  furely  be  found  difficult  to  know  what  proportion  to  lay,  by  way  of  impofition,  as  de- 
*'  pending  arbitrarily  on  the  humour  of  particular  perfons,  whether  they  will  trade  or  not,  and 
"  for  what  value  :  fo  that  there  will  be  a  certain  expence,  and  an  uncertain  revenue.  And  it 
**  may  frequently  happen,  that  the  former  may  be  the  greater,  and  the  latter  the  leaft :  and 
*'  this  too,  perhaps,  in  a  time  of  war,  when,  there  being  little  trade,  there  will  be  little  to  be 
**  raifed  by  way  of  impofitions;  becaufe,  when  hazards  are  great,  few  will  care  to  adventure ; 
**  whereby  all  may  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands. 

**  The  Gentleman  Barrifter  infinuates,  in  the  clofe  of  his  late  letter,  That  the  Eaft  India 
**  trade  might  be  fo  managed,  under  a  regulation,  that  five  times  the  trade  might  be  gained^ 
"  and  the  prices  of  our  own  manufaftures  of  cloth,  &c.  advanced  by  the  multitude  and  free- 
"  dom  of  buyers  ;  and  the  prices  of  goods  imported,  much  Icflened  to  the  Englifh,  and  muck 
**  more  trade  gained  with  India  commodities  to  other  parts  of  the  world." 

*'  But  I  am  of  a  contrary  opinion. 

"  For,  firft,  How  probable  is  it,  that  private  traders,  in  a  regulated  company,  fliould  gain 
**  fo  much  as,  and  far  lefs,  five  times  more  tlian  a  joint-ftock  company  ?—Thofe  fuppofed 
«*  trades  to  be  gained  are  chiefly  the  trades  to  China  and  Japan ;  where  our  trade,  once  well 
*'  fettled,  might  take  off  more  of  our  woollen  man ufafturcs,  and  might  return  gold,  filver, 
*'  and  copper,  in  fome  meafure  to  fupply  the  trade  to  other  parts  of  India,  without  exporting 
*'  fo  much  treafure  from  Europe.  But  thofc  trades  are  not  fo  eafily  gained  as  fome  may 
**  fancy  ;"  (this  ihews  we  had  as  yet  no  trade  with  China)  "  and  leaft  of  all  by  the  ftocks  of  • 
**  private  perfons  :  as  the  prefent  Eaft  India  Company,  even  with  fo  great  a  joint-ftock,  have 
*'  in  vain  made  frequent  trials  to  gain  thofe  trades.  Yet,  with  China,  the  company,  after 
.  **  many  attempts  and  expences^  are  in  hopes  to  fuceeed  ;  but  with  rcfpe£t  to  Japan;  only  one 
^*  undertaking  for  the  gaining  the  trade  to  it  proved  inefFeftual,  with  the  lofs  of  no  lefs  than 
"  fifty  thoufand  pounds ;  which  great  fum  would  have  undone  private  adventurers. 

"  As  to  what  our  Barrifter  fuggefts,  That  a  regulated  company  would  advance  the  price  of 
**  our  manufafturcs,  by  the  multitude  and  freedom  of  buyers,  and  alfo  leflen  the  price  of  goods 
*^  imported,  to  the  Englifh,  &c.  upon  a  due  and  ferious  examination,  it  will  be  found,  ac- 
**  cording  to  the  true  maxims  of  trade,  and  diftates  of  reafon,  to  be  quite  otherwifc.-^For, 
"  who  is  there,  that  hath  in  any  competent  degree  ftudied  and  confidered  trade  4n  reference 
*'  to  the  kingdom's  intereft,  but  knows,  that  all  buying  and  felling  at  home,  from  one  to 
**  another,  is  but  a  mere  changing  of  hands  ;  neither  adding  to,  nor  diminifhing,  the  nation's 
**  ftock  or  wealth.     It  is  dear  felling,  or  rather  the  felling  of  great  quantities  of  our  native 
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1677  **  commodities  and  manufaftures  in  foreign  parts,  and  our  cheap  purchafing  of  commodities 
•*  in  foreign  countries,  whereby  our  kingdom  is  enriched. — For,  if  wc  do  but  confider  the 
**  confequencc  of^this  Barrifter's  pofition,  it  will  clearly  appear,  that  particular  Engliflimcn^ 
*'  traders  to  India,  vieing  with  one  another  in  the  buying  of  cloth,  &c.  in  England,  may,  for 
"  a  year  or  two,  raife  the  prices  in  England  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  tlicy  may  lower  the 
**  prices,  and  underfell  one  another,  to  get  off  their  goods  in  India,  and  make  returns  ;  feme,. 
**  perhaps,  felling  cheaper  than  the  prime  coft,  whilft  others  may  not  be  able  to  put  off  their 
•*  goods  ;  and  fo,  perhaps,  let  their  Ihips  return  dead- freighted,  &c. — What  probability  i$ 
**  there,  then,  of  their  continuing  to  fend  any  thereafter,  or  that  the  exportation  of  our  Eng- 
•  *'  lifli  manufaftures  Ihould  increafe  ? — Whereas  the  prefent  joint-flock  company  have  fo  well 
•*  managed  their  tra^e,  that  from  out  hundred  to  four  hundred  cloths,  at  moft,  formerly  ex* 
**  ported,  they  now  annually  export  four  tlioufand  whole  broad-cloths,  and  upwards. 

*•  And,  with^refpeft  to  goods  imported  from  India,  the  multitude  of  buyers  in  India  railing 
"  the  prices  there,  and  of  fellers  in  England  leflening  the  prices  here,  cannot  but  be  very  con- 
**  trary  to  the  kingdom's  intereft. — Becaufe,  not  above  one  fourth  part  of  the  India  goods 
**  imported  arc  confumed  In  England,  the  other  three-fourths  being  exported  to  foreign  parts. 
*•  Now,  if  the  prices  of  what  is  confumed  in  England  be  lowered,  the  like  muft  inevitably 
"  follow  for  the  other  three-fourths  exported  :  fo  that  the  nation  really  lofes  by  the  cheap  fel- 
**  ling  of  India  commodities  in  Er^land.  And  our  real  intereft  is,  to  buy  cheap  in  India, 
**  and  fell  dear  in  Europe. 

•*  With  refpefl  to  building  (hips  of  great  burtheiv,  fo  much  for  the  public  intereft,  it  can- 
"  not  be  imagined  that  private  perfons  can  effeft  the  fame  in  proportion  to  what  the  joint* 
**  ftock  company  has  done, 

**  The  joint:-ftock  company  is  moreover  far  more  national,  with  refpeft  to  the  number  of 
"  perfons  who  have  benefit  tliereby,  than  poflibly  it  could  be  under  a  regulation. — For  then, 
*'  none  could  trade  to  India  but  merchants  who  underftand  trade,  and  only  fuch  as  have  great 
*'  eftatcs,  and  are  able  to  ftay  two  years,  at  leaft,  out  of  their  money  :  fo  that  the  trade  would 
^  be  confined  into  a  fe>y  hands,  one  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty,  at  moiL  Whereas 
"  in  the  joint-ftock,  noblemen,  clergymen,  gentlemen,  widows,  orphans,  Ihopkeepers,  and 
**  all  others,  may  have  ftocks  there,  and  reap  equal  benefit  thereby. 

"  There  are,  at  this  day;  about  fix  hundred  perfons  wIk)  appear  on  the  company*s  bookr 
•*  to  be  intercfted  in  the  Eaft  India  ftock  ;  and,  under  them,  it  may  be,  many  more. 

This  author  alleges,  **  That  the  true  ground  of  the  prefent  company's  many  enemies, 
«*  proceeds  from  their  not  having  fubfcribed  at  the  beginning,  nor  yet  afterwards,  when 
"  the  books  were  laid  open,  but  are  fince  filled  with  envy  at  the  company's  profpetity,"  &c. 

But  be  the  caufes  of  fuch  difcontents  againft  that  company  what  they  might,  this  advocate 
for  them  has  faid  fo  much  in  favour  of  an  exclufive  joint-ftock  company  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  as 
fesms  not  eafy  to  be  refuted.  We  are  moreover  indebted  to  riiis  able  author's  twenty-fevcn 
quarto  pages,  for  feveral  very  important  hiftorical  fafts,  which  otherwife  we  fliould  not,  per- 
haps, have  fo  well  known  at  this  diftance  of  time  :  which  may  well  apologize  for  the  length  of 
what  we  may  fairly  denominate  a  complete  fyftem  of  the  then  Eaft  India  Company's  trade 
and  condud,  and  alfo  of  the  general  theory  of  the  commerce  to  India,  which  niay  be  faid  to 
be  fuitable  to  all  times  and  feafons.  And  we  cannot  but  remark,  that,  as  far  as  we  are  able 
to  judge,  whatever  has  fince  this  time  been  written  and  publiflied,  even  down  to  our  own 
days,  on  the  Eaft  India  trade,  contains  nothing  materially  new,  or  which  may  not  be  found 
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1677  to  be  comprehended  in  this  very  diflertation ;  ahhough  all  that  has  been  fince  that  time  pub- 

liflied  for  and  againft  the  faid  trade,  and  alfo  againft  an  exclufive  joint-ftock,  would,  to  our 
certain  knowledge,  fill  up  a  large  folio,  were  they  all  put  together. 

In  this  fame  year,  tlie  Lady  Mary,  daughter  of  James  Duke  of  York,  was  married  to  Wil- 
liam Prince  of  Orange,  afterwards  King  V/illiam  the  Third  of  England :  her  portion  being 
forty  thoufand  poinds  fterling, 

1678  The  former  law  made  in  England  for  burying  in  woollen,  in  the  eighteenth  of  Charles, 
cap.  iv.  not  being  well  obferved,  an  aft  of  Parliament,  of  this  thirtieth  year  of  that  King, 
cap.  iii.  repealed  it ;  and  cnafted  a  regiftcr  to  be  kept  in  every  parifh,  by  the  incumbent,  or 
his  fubftitute,  that  every  thing  about  the  corps  of  the  deceafed  was  made  of  flieeps-wool ;  of 
•wliich  an  affidavit  fliall  be  made  by  the  relation  of  the  deceafed,  and  lodged  with  the  incum- 
bent, under  the  penalty  of  five  pounds  ;  2.  moiety  whereof  to  go  to  the  poor  of  the  parifh,  the 
other  to  the  informer.  Nevcctlielefs,  fuch  flill  is  the  vanity  of  many  of  the  rich  and  great, 
that  they  continue  to  pay  the  penalty,  rather  than  not  adorn  their  deceafed  friends  bodies  with 
fine  linen,  lace,  &c,  though  fo  contrary  to  our  true  national  interefl. 

Tlie  immenfe  importation  into  England  of  French  wares,  of  various  kinds,  gave  jufl  um- 
brage to  all  wife  people,  as  oocafioning  a  vafl  annual  lofs  in  point  of  the  general  balance  of 
of  England's  trade ;  fomc  fay,  tb  at  leafl  one  million  flerling,  others,  to  confiderably  more: 
becaufe,  whilfl  we  were  wantonly  and  without  meafure  importing  and  ufiiig  the  produft  and 
manufaftures  of  France,  the  wifer  French  miniftry  were,  from  time  to  time,  laying  heavier 
duties  upon  the  Englilh  manufaftures  and  produft  ;  fo  as  thereby  gradually  to  drive  out  of 
France  the  confumption  of  almofl  all  Englifh  merchandize,  and  likewife  of  all  other  foreign 
commodities,  by  their  tariffs  of  the  years  1664,  1667,  &c.  Hereby  the  Englifli  foreign  trade 
in  general  laaguifhed,  rents  fell,  and  all  rahks  began  fenfibly  to  feel  its  bad  efFefts.  Yet  they 
at  firft  imputed  this  misfortune  to  a  wrong  caufe,  which  made  tlie  merchants  and  traders  peti- 
tion the  Parliament  againft  the  Eaft  India  and  Levant  Companies,  In  conclufion,  they  dif- 
covered  the  true  caufe ;  whereupon  they  made  fuch  earneft  application  to  the  Parliament,  as 
influenced  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  come  to  a  vote,  ^*  That  the  trade  with  France  was  de- 
**  trimental  to  the  kingdom." 

The  Englilh  were  alfo  at  this  time  fo  juftly  incenfed  againft  the  French  King's  invafions  and 
encroachments,  from  time  to  time,  on  the  Spanifh  Netherlands,  and  indeed,  as  far  as  he 
could,  on  all  his  other  neighbours,  that  the  Parliament,  in  the  beginning  of  this  year  1678, 
paffed  an  aft,  in  the  thirtieth  Qiaries  II.  cap^  1.  ^*  For  raifing  money  by  a  poll,  &c.  to  enable  his 
*^  Majefty  to  enter  into  an  aftual  war  againft  the  French  King ;  and  for  prohibiting,  for  three 
**  years  to  come,  and  to  the  end  of  the  fubfequcnt  feffion  of  Parliament,  the  iijiportation  into 
<*  England  of  all  French  commodities  whatever,"  It  was  indeed  more  than  time  for  Eng- 
land  to  interpofe,  and  iave  the  almoft  expiring  liberties  of  Europe  ;  whilft,  at  the  fame  time, 
.  ihe  put  forae  ftop  to  an  inundation  of  French  wines,  brandies,  filks,  hnen,  paper,  fait,  and 
an  innumerable  variety  of  frippery,  millinery  and  haberdafhery  wares,  toys,  &c.  Which  pro- 
hibition, and  that  of  the  wear  of  Eaft  India  manufaftures,  brought  the  general  balance  greatly 
in  our  favour  in  the  courle  of  twenty  years.  This  law  was  pafTed  much  againft  King  Charles's 
inclination,  who  was  a  conftant  penfioner  of  France,  and  a  determined  foe  equally  to  the  reli- 
gion and  liberties  of  his  own  kingdom.  But  the  ferment  of  the  people  of  England  was  at  this 
Jtime  fo  great,  by  the  difcovery  of  the  Popifli  Plot,  &c.  that  he  was  obliged  to  comply. 
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1678  The  authors  of  this  time  fay,  that,  until  after  this  prohibition,  the  annual  exports  of  Ei>g* 
•  land,  on  an  average,  did  not  exceed  three  millions  fterling ;  but  that,  in  about  twenty  years 
after,  the  exports  had  gradually  increafed  to  near  feven  millions  yearly.  Which  vaft  incrcafc 
was  principally  occafioned  by  the  great  increafe  and  exportation  of  our  own  woollen,  filk, 
linen,  iron,  and  other  manufaftures,  fince  the  prohibition  of  commerce  with  France;  and' 
partly  alfo  to  the  prohibition,  fonie  years  after  enafted,  of  the  wear  in  England  of  Eaft  India 
manufaftures;  and  likewife,  in  part,  to  the  enlarged  demand  from  our  own  American  colo- 
nies of  all  forts  of  manufaftures  and  neceflaries.. 

The  Popilh  Plot,  and  the  French  encroachments  in  the  Netherlands,  had  created  fuch  a* 
violent  ferment,  as  obliged  King  Charles  to  enter  into  a  perpetual  defenfive  alliance  widi 
the  Dutch,  for  their  mutual  prefervation  and  guarantee;  concluded  on  the  third  of  March, 
1678,  newftile. 

And  in  July  wa^  conchided  an  alliance  between  thofe  twa  potentates,  for  cottipelKng  the 
French  King,  in  con fequence  of  a  treaty  at  this  time  held  at  Nimeguen,  between  them,  the 
Emperor,  and  Spain,  to  reftore  to  "Spain  the  towns  and  forts  of  Charleroy,  Aeth,  Oudenarde, 
Courtray,  Tournay,  Conde<,  Valenciennes,  St.  Guillain,  Binch,  and  theduchyof  Limburg,&c. 
As  alfo  all  that  has  been  taken  from  the  Emperor  and  empire ;  to  reftore  alfo  Lorraine  to  the 
Duke  of  that  name.  The  King  of  Great  Britain,  for  thofe  ends,  ftipulated  to  furnifli  one- 
third. more  of  naval  force  than  the  States-General,  and  the  States  to  furnifh  one-third  more 
of  land-forces  in  the  Nctherlandsthan  King  Charles. 

In  Auguft  was  conclude<l  a  treaty  at  Nimeguen,  between  France  and  the  States-General,, 
•under  the  King  of  Great  Britain'^  mediation  ;  concerning  which  all  that  is  needful  to  be  reci- 
ted is  as  follows  : 

**  Article  VIII.  The  town  an^  chatellanie  of  Maeftricht  fhall  be  rcftored  to  tlic  Sutcs- 
"  General  of  the  United  Provinces. 

**  Xlll.  The  States-General- engage  to  guarantee  the  prefent  peace  and  engagements  whictt^ 
•*  Spain  is  now  making  with  France.  And,  by  a  feparate  article,  France  was  to  reflore  to- 
*'  the  Prince  of  Orange  his  piincipality  of  that  name,  and  his  other  dominions  in  France." 

On  the  fame  day  was  alfo  concluded  at  Nimeguen,  a  treaty  of  commerce,  navigation,  aud 
marine,  between  France  and  the  States-General,  in  fubftance  as  follows  : 

*«  Article  VIL  The  fubjefts  onboth-fides  IhalLpay  no  higher  duties  than  the  natives  ia 
*«^  generaK 

**  IX.  No  refuge  fliall  be  given  in  the  ports  of  either  party  to  fuchas  fhall  have  taken  any 
*'  prizes  from  the  otlier  party  ;  but,  if  driven  thither  by  ftrefs.  of  weather,,  they  (hall  depart" 
**^  as  foon  as  pQffible.  . 

"  XI.  The  laden  (hips  of  cither  party,  driven:  by  ftdrm,  or  otherwife,  into  any  port  of 
"  the  other  party/  (hall  not  be  compellable  to  unlade  or  to  fell  their  faid  merchandize  tiierc. 

*«  Xill.  XIV.  XV.    The  fhips  of  either  party  may  frfeely  traffic  with  the  enemies  of  either 
**^  of  them*;  excepting  with  contraband  merchandize,  defined  ta  be  all  implements  of  war, . 
**-  faltpctre,  liorfes,  and  tlieir  harnefs.  , 

**  XVI.  XVII.   But  the  Sallowing  fhall  not  be  de'emed  contraband  goods,  v'lz.  corn  and' 
**  grain,  beanSf  oil,  wine,-falty  and  other  things  for  the  fuftenance  of  life;  all  which  maybe 
^^  freely  carried  to  an  enemy,  unlefs  to  a  place  invefted  or  befiegcd.     And  fuch  ihips  defigned' 
**^  far  an  enemy's  port,  and  putting  into  any  of  the  ports  of  either  party,  (hall  only  be  obliged 
**  to  flifiw  their  paflports,  .without  being  fejirchcd  or  detained.'* 
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liyjB'  The  following  articles,  viz.  X5^.  XXI.  XXII.  are  the  fame  as  in  the  commercial  treaty  of 
the  year  1677,  between  England  and  France,  refeting  to  merchant  Ihips  at  fea  by  fliips  of  war 
of  the  other  party,  and  wherein  contraband  goods  may  be  found. 

**  XXX.  Either  party  may  build,  buy,  or  freight,  in  each  others  dominions,  any  number 
•*  of  Ihips  of  war,  or  for  merchandize,  and  alfo  fuch  ammunition  as  they  fhall  want. 

*•  XXXI.  Ships  of  either  party,  driven  on  the  coafts  of  the  other  party^  fhall  be  treated 
•<  with  juftice  and  humanity. 

"  XXXII.  May  countenance  no  pirates,  nor  the  exiles  of  each  others  dominions. 

*•  XXXIII.  XXXIV.    Merchants  may  make  ufe  of  fuch  advocates  in  each  others  country 
~  "  as  they  (hall  think  fit;  and  may  keep  their  books  of  accounts  in  what  language  they  fhall 
"  think  beft  :  and  may  alfo  fettle  confuls  therein. 

**  XXXV.  Neither  party  fhall  fufFer  any  fhips  of  war  of  anotlicr  power  to  come  and  make  • 
**  prize,  within  their  ports,  havens,  or  rivers,  upon  one  anothers  fubjefts. 

«  XXXVIII.  This  treaty  fhall  be  in  force  for  twenty-five  years  to  come." 

A  feparate  article  relates  to  the  fifty  fols  per  ton  upon  flrangers  fhip?  failing  out  of  the  ports 
of  France,  viz.  That  this  duty  fhall  not  derogate  from  the  equality  which,  in  other  refpefts, 
is  by  the  above-named  fcventh  article  of  this  treaty  eftablifhed  on  both  fides.  But  that  Dutch 
fhips  fhall  pay  the  faid  fifty  fols  per  ton,  as  other  nations  do :  but  this  fubfidy  fhall  be  only 
paid  by  Dutch  fhips  at  going  out  of  the  French  ports,  but  not  at  their  coming  in.  And^if 
laden  with  fait,  they  fhall  pay  but  half  that  duty.  And  the  States  may,  if  they  pleafe,  lay  a 
limilar  proportional  impofition  on  French  fhips  going  out  of  their  ports. 

On  the  feventeenth  of  September,  peace  was  figned  at  Nimeguen,  between  Louis  XIV.  of 
France  and  Charles  II.  of  Spain. — But  the  flipulations  in  favour  of  Spain  fell  much  fhort  of 
thofe  which  had  been  agreed  upon  in  the  before'-named  treaty  between  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond of  England,  and  the  States-General :  for,  only  Charleroy,  Binch,  Aeth,  Oudenarde, . 
St,  Guiflain,  and  the  duchy  of  Limburg,  were  reftored  to  Spain,  together  with  Ghent  and 
its  citadel;  and,  in  Gatalorwa^  the  city  of  Puicerda.  On  the  other  hand,  Spain  was  obliged 
to  yield  up  to  France,  Valenciennes,  Cambray,  Conde,  Bouchain,  Aire,  St.  Omef,  Ypres, 
Warwick,  Warneton,  Peperingen,  Bailleul,  Caflel,  Bayvay,  and  Maubeuge,  with  their  depen- 
dencies ;  alfo  the  county  of  Burgundy,  with  the  city  of  Bezan9on.  Thus,  declining  Spain, 
by  every  treaty  with  France  fincc  1659,  ^^^  compelled  to  cede  to  ^er  many  noble  and  flrong 
cities,  and  extcnfive  territories  ;  being  defertcd  by  King  Charles  of  England,  whofe  highcft 
intcrefl  and  glory  it  would  have  bt  en  to  have  Supported  Spain  againfl  the  greatly  iiicreafing 
power  of  France. 

Soon  after  this  unhappy  peace,  Louis,  taking  advantage  of  the  very  feeble  ftate  of  Spain, 
feized  on  the  flrong  city  of  Luxemburg  ;  befide  his  continually  h^irrafCng  the  remainder  of  the 
Spanifh  Netherlands,  by  pretended  re-unions,  contributions,  &c. 

With  refpeft  to  the  peace  at  Nimeguen,  between  the  Emperor  and  Empire  and  fiance,  it 
■was  i)ot  not  formally  figned  till  the  third  of  February,  1679,  '^^'^  ^*'^"  ^^U  as  it  v.'as  flill  a 
part  of  the  fame  treaty  of  Nimeguen  continued,  we  here  give  its  fabftance  briefly,  as.  under 
tlic  above  year  1678. 

"  Article  If.  The  peace  of  Munfler,  or  Weftphalia,  in  the  year  1648,  is  declared  to  be  the 
**  bads  of  this  treaty. 

**  IV.  and  V.  France  yields  up  Philipfburg  to  the  Empire;  and  tlie  Emperor  Leopold  : 
**•  yields  up  Friburg  to  France. 
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1678  **  XII.  XIII.  XIV.  XV.  The  country  of  Lorraine  to  be  rcftored  to  its  Duke,  only 
**  Nancy,  its  capital,  lliall  remain  for  ever  united  to  France ;  which  fhall  always  have  ways 
•*  half  a  league  in  breadth,  to  be  fet  out  by  the  French  King  and  the  Duke,  for  the  more  cafy 
*•  paflage  of  the  French  troops  through  Lorraine  to  the  faid  city  of  Nancy,  and  from  Nancy 
**  to  Alface,  alfo  from  Nancy  to  Bezancjon,  in  Franche  Compte  :*'  whereby  that  unfortunate 
Prince,  for  having  taken  part  with  the  Emperor  againft  France,  was  barbaroufly  defpoiledof 
his  capital  city,  and  the  reft  of  his  dutchy  now  laid  quite  open  to  the  armies  of  France. 

**  It  was  alfo  to  be  free  for  the  French  King  to  keep  garrifons  in  the  towns  of  Chaflclcttc, 
**  Huy,  Vervicrs,  Aix  la  Chapclle,  Dueren,  Lrnnick,  Nuys,  and  Zons,  until  peace  fhould 
"  be  concluded  between  him  and  Sweden,  Denmark,  Brandenburg,  the  Bifhop  of  Munftcr, 
**  and  the  Princes  of  Lunenburg  ;  when  they  were  to  be  reftorcd  to  the  empire." 

And  thus  alfo,  France  gradually  gained  ground  on  the  German  empire,  of  which  Lorraine 
as  well  as  Alface  formerly  were  parts,  to  the  ftill  further  deftroying  of  the  equilibrium  of  power 
in  Europe. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  French  exclufive  Senegal  Company  was  now  flrft  ercfted,  for  the  trade 
of  gold  duft,  leather,  wax,  gums,  &c.  And,  in  the  year  1681,  it  was  further  confirmed,  by 
tlie  name  of  the  Royal  Senegal  Company :  yet,  being  afterwards  unable  to  pay  tlieir  debts, 
they  were  diflblved  in  the  year  1696. 

1679  5o  rapid  were  tlie  naval  and  commercial  improvements  of  France,  at  this  time,  that  the  in- 
genious author  of  the  book  entitled  Britannia  Languens,  publifhed  in  the  year  1680,  affirms, 
"  That  for  one  trading  French  fliip  there  was  twenty  or  thirty  years  before,  there  were  now 
"  forty.  For  which  purpofe  the  French  King  eftablifiied  a  fea  fifhery,  to  the  great  prejudice 
«  of  ours." 

1680  The  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  having  aflifted  the  King  of  Materan  (who  ftiled  himfclf 
Emperor  of  Java  Ifle)  at  this  time,  againft  two  of  his  rebellious  fons,  he  thereupon  yielded 
up  to  the  Dutch  the  towns  of  Cheriban  and  Tarpa. 

This  year  feems  to  have  been  remarkable  for  new  projefts  in  England,  which  were  patro- 
nized by  Prince  R'^pert,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  more  efpecially  fuch  as  related  to  mechanics. 
We  have  a  yellow  metal,  much  refembling  gold,  which,  in  our  days,  is  ftill  named  Prince's 
Metal,  as  taking  its  name  from  him :  and  a  water-mill  was  thereupon  erefted  on  Hackney 
river  for  cafting  of  ^cannon  of  that  metal;  it  is  known  at  this  day  by  the  name  of  Temple 
Mill. 

Another  projcft  was,  for  a  floating  machine,  worked  by  horfcs,  for  the  towing  of  great 
Ihips  againft  wind  and  tide. 

.  A  third  was,  a  machine  for  tlic  raifing  of  ballaft ;  though  found  infufficient  even  before 
Prince  Rupert's  death. 

A  fourth  was,  a  diving  machine  or  engine ;  by  the  help  of  which,  and  good  luck.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Phipps  brought  home  from  the  Weft  Indies  near  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
in  pieces  -of  eight,  which  he  fiflied  up  out  of  the  fea,  where  part  of  a  Spanilh  plate  fleet  had 
been  loft. 

The  author  of  Britannia  Languens  alleges,  that  the  Dutch  herring  and  cod  fifliery  employ- 
-cd  eight  thoufand  veflels  and  two  hundred  thoufand  failors  and  fifhers;  by  which  tlieygaia 
yearly  five  millions  fterling ;  befide  their  Iceland,  Greenland,  and  Newfoundland  filhcries, 
and  the  people  and  trades  employed  by  it  at  home* 
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1680  We  have  a  Hate  of  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company's  trade  in  this  year,  from  a  judicious 
anonymous  author,  printed  in  1681,  entitled,  A  Treatife  wherein  is  demonft rated  that  the 
Eaft  India  Trade  is  the  moft  national  of  all  foreign  Trades,  &c.  London,  1681 ;  occafioned 
by  the  clamours  ftill  raifed  againft  that  company,  in  order  to  have  the  trade  laid  open,  viz. 
**  laft  year,"  /.  c.  in  1680. 

••  Firft,  The  company  fent  out  for  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  and  the  bay  of  Bengal,  four 
•*  three  deck  ftiips,  viz.  one  of  five  hundred  and  thirty  tons  and  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
**  feamen  ;  one  of  fix  hundred  tons  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  feamen  ;  one  of  five  hundred 
**  and  thirty  tons  and  one  hundred  and  fix  feamen;  and  one  of  five  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
*'  and  one  hundred  and  ten  feamen. 

"  Secondly,  For  Surat  and  the  coaft  of  India,  three  fhips  more,  of  five  hundred  and  fifty^ 
**  five  hundred  and  thirty,  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  tons.  1 

**  Thirdly,  For  Bantam,  two  (hips  of  fix  hundred  tons  each. 

*'  Fourthly,  For  the  South  Seas  and  China,  two  fhips  of  four  hundred  and  thirty  and  three 
**  hundred  and  fifty  tons :  in  all  eleven  fhips  ;  in  which  there  was  a  ftock  of  four  hundred  and 
**  feventy-nine  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty-fix  pounds  fifteen  fhillings  and  fix-pence. 

"  And  for  the  year  1681,  they  are  fending  out  five  fhips  for  Coaft  and  Bay  ;  three  for  Surat 
••  and  the  coaft  of  India ;  three  for  Bantam  ;  and  one  great  fhip  for  the  South  Sea  and  China  : 
•'  in  all  which  there  will  be  a  ftock  of  above  fix  hundred  riioufand  pounds,  befide  both  which 
*•  years  exportations  not  yet  returned,  the  company  has  always  a  confiderable  ftock  left  in  the 
•*  country,  to  make  and  provide  goods  before  hand  r  befide  likewife  the  value  of  their  ifland?, 
**  townSr  garrifons,  houfes^  buildings,^  ammunition,  &c.  And  they  may  have  what  money 
**  they  will  at  three  per  cent,  which  will  be  the  worft  news  of  all  in  Holland." 

This  is  the  firft  lime  we  find  mention  of  the  company's  fending  a  fhip  to  China.  By  the 
South  Seas,  before-mentioned,  muft  be  underftood  the  feas  about  MacafTar,  Borneo,  Java,  &c. 
The  faid  anonymous  author  was  probably  Sir  Jofiali  Child,  as  appears  from  the  ftilc,. 
fcope,  &c. 

The  fame  author  adds,  ^*  that  the  quick  ftock  of  our  Eaft  India  Company"  (by  which  he 
means  their  conftant  exportations  and  importations)  "  was  then  more  than  that  of  the  Dutch 
**  Company,  although  tlie  ftock  of  the  latter  fells  at  four  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  whilft 
**  ours  fell  not  at  above  three  hundred  per  cent. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  filk  weavers  of  London  liad,  this  year,  unfuccefsfully  petitioned  the 
Houfc  of  Commons  againft  the  then  general  wear  of  Eaft  India  filks.  Bengals,  &c. 

Mr.  Polexfen,  in  his  fpcech  on  the  fubjeS,  aflerted,  "  that  we  at  this  time  confumcd  to 
**  the  value  of  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  yearly  in  thofe  Eaft  India  manufaftured  goods, 
**  including  printed  and  painted  callicoes  :  for  clothes,  beds,  hangings,  &c. — That  the  com- 
*^*  pany  annually  export  from  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
**  in  bullion; — that  its  trade  is  now  increafed  to  near  one  quarter  part  of  the  whole  trade  of 
**  the  nation; — that  this  company  finding  it  more  for  their  particular  advantage  to  take  up 
**  from  fix  to  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  on  their  common  feal  for  carrying  on  their 
**  trade,  than  to  enlarge  their  capital  ftock ;  thereby  reaping  to  tliemfelves,  not  only  the  gains 
**  which  they  make  on  their  own  money,  but  likewife  of  the  treafure  of  the  nation,  allowing 
**  to  the  lenders  four  or  five  per  cent."  (this  is  different  from  the  abave  afTertion,  that  they 
can  have  it  at  three  per  cent.)  **  and  dividing  amongft  themfclves  what  they  pleafe,  which 
**  now,  within  thefe  laft  twelve' or  fifteen  montlis,  has  been  ninety  per  cent."  The  allega- 
tions 
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i68o  tlons  againft  this  company,  by  the  Turkey  Company,  in  the  year  1681,  before  tkc  privy 
council,  make  the  fum  divided  amaunt  to  two  hundred  and  fixty  tboufand  pounds  in  1680, 
which  they  allege,  npt  to  have  been  all  merely  from  their  profits,  but  partly  out  of  their  prin- 
cipal. See  more  of  this  fubjeft  under  the  year  following.  **  And  upon  an  exaft  enquiry  it 
**  will  be  found,  that  this  flock  is  fo  engrofled,  that  about  ten  or  twelve  men  have  the  abfo- 
**  lute  management;  and  that  about  forty  perfons  divide  the  major  part  of  the  gains,  which 
•*  this  laft  year  has  been  to  fo  me  one  man  twenty  thoufand  pounds ;  to  others  tea  thoufand 
**  pounds  apiece." 

The  Turkey  Company  alfo  preferred  their  nfual  complaint  againft  their  importing  of  nvr 
Hlk  :  fo,  between  ihofe  two,  the  India  Company  was  neither  to  import  raw  nor  wrought  C-ks; 
yet  the  grand  committee  for  trade,  to  whom  that  houfc  referred  it,  did  nothing  material  at 
that  time. 

N.  B.  We  have  Ihewn,  underthc  year  1676,  that  its  capital  ftock,  by  doubling,  was  then 
made  up  to  feven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty- two  pounds 
ten  iliillings.  Thus  we  may  fee  how  hard  it  is  to  come  at  the  naked  truth  in  difputes  of  any 
kind,  and  moft  of  all  where  property  orintcrefl  is  aifcfted. 

This  fame  year,  16S0,  gave  rife  to  the  noble  Englifli  colony  of  Pennfylvania,  in  North 
America,  in  north  latitude  between  the  beginning  of  forty  to  forty-three  degrees.  That  coun- 
try, till  now,  was  moftly  a  pait  of  Virginia,  and  another  part  of  it  was  part  of  New  York 
colony.  Sir  William  Penn,  an  admiral,  had  obtained  a  promife  from  King  Charles  the  Se- 
cond of  a  giant  of  this  country;  but  he  dying  foon  after,  ,his  fon,  Mr.  William  Penn,  an 
eminent  quaker,  and  a  gentleman  of  g^eat  knowledge  and  true  philofophy,  had  it  granted  to 
him  at  this  time,  (his  charter  being  dated  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  February,  1680)  which  he 
defigned  for  a  retreat  or  afylum  for  the  people  of  his  religibus  pcrfuafion,  then  made  uneafy  at 
home  through  the  bigotry  of  fpiritual  courts,  &c.  Mr.  Penn,  therefore,  carried  with  him  a 
large  embarkation  of  thofe  quakers,  afterwards  from  time  to  time,  joined  by  many  more  from 
Britain  and  Ireland. 

At  his  firft  arrival  there,  he  found  many  Englirti  families  in  it,  and  confiderablc  numbers 
of  Dutch  and  Swedes,  who  all  readily  fubmitted  to  his  wife  and  excellent  regulations,  which 
highly  merit  to  be  known  by  all  perfons  who  would  apply  to  colonization.  The  true  wif- 
dom,  as  well  as  equity  of  his  unlimited  toleration  of  all  religious  perfuaiions,  as  well  as  hii 
kind,  juft,  and  prudent  treatment  of  the  native  Indians ;  alfo  his  laws,  policy,  and  govern- 
ment, fo  endeared  him  to  the  planters,  and  fo  widely  fpread  the  fame  of  his  whole  ceconomy, 
that,  although  fo  lately  planted,  it  is  thought,  at  this  day,  to  have  more  white  people  in  it 
.than  any  other  colony  on  all  the  continent  of  Britifh  America,  New  England  alone  excepted. 

Mr.  Penn,  who  was  a  favourite  of  the  Duke  of  York,  afterwards  King  James  the  Second, 
two  years  after,  viz.  in  the  year  1682,  had  a  grant  from  his  Royal  Highnefs  of  the  town  and 
traft  of  Newcaftle,  and  the  two  lower  counties  on  the  great  river  Delawar,  part  of  his  pro- 
vince of  New  York:  tlicfe  are  now  called  the  counties  of  Newcaftle,  Kent,  and  Suflex,  and 
arc  no  inconfiderablc  addition  to  his  province  of  Pennfylvania.  Mr.  Penn's  beautiful  and 
fuperb  plan  of  his  capital  city  of  Philadelphia,  ftill  ftriQly  followed  to  this  day,  and  drawing 
conftantly  nearer  to  perfcflion,  may  ferve  for  a  pattern  to  the  richeft  country  on  earth. 

At  that  city,  for  it  truly  merits  that  appellation,  they  conftantly  build  and  employ  many 
good  fhips  ;  thofe  of  even  five  hundred  tons  may  lye  clofe  to  their  fine  quay ;  with  which  thtr 
trade  to  our  fugar  colonies  with  their  corn,  peas,  flour,  bifcuit,  beef,  pork,  filh,  pipe  ftaves, 
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1680  pcltif,  lumber,  horfcs,  &c.  in  exchange  for  fugar,  rum,  molafles,  ginger,  pimento,  and  fo- 
reign filver,  &c.  So  greatly  does  this  colony  incrcafe  in  people,  that  it  is  thought  already 
nearly  to  equal  New  England,  and  that  it  will  very  foon  furpafs  it.  It  feems  the  landed  gen- 
tleraen  of  many  parts  of  Ireland,  and  particularly  in  the  north  of  it,  had  raifed  their  rents  fo 
high,  that  many  of  the  tenants  threw  up  their  farms  and  withdrew  to  Pennfylvania  ;  fo  that 
in  and  about  the  year  1729,  fome  thoufands  of  them  went  thither,  befidc  the  Englifh,  Welch, 
and  Scots  who  went  thither  then  and  fince,  and  alfo  many  German  Protcftants  ;  all  of  whom 
are  generally  well  fettled,  and  are  much  employed  in  railing  of  hemp  and  flax,  and  otlier  new 
materials  for  our  Britifh  manufaftures,  as  drugs  for  dyers,  &c.  iron,  and  copper.  They  even 
carry  their  corn,  fi(h,  pipe-ftaves,  &c.  as  far  as  Italy,  and  returning  to  Britain,  they  there 
load  woollen,  filk,  and  linen,  for  cloathing,  houfliold  furniture,  hardware,  and  every  thing 
^Ife  that  is  wanted  for  that  colony.  They  get  filver  alfo  by  their  clandeftine  trade  with  the 
Spanifli  main  :  and  their  logwood  trade,  which  they  import  into  England,  helps  to  pay  for 
what  they  bring  back. — Thus  the  great  evil  of  perfecution  and  reftraint,  for  innocent  confci- 
cntous  opinions,  has,  once  more,  proved  the  accidental  occafion  of  peopling  and  improving 
one  of  the  lined  provinces  of  Britifli  America. 

Tangier  being,  in  this  year,  befieged  by  the  King  of  Morocco,  King  Charles  II.  fent  a 
.  meflage  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to  recommend  its  prefervation,  and  its  importance  to  the 
Englilh  commerce  in  the  Mediterranean  ;  and  that  the  two  millions  already  expended  on  it 
would  be  entirely  thrown  away  unlefs  fpeedy  and  effcftual  fupplies  were  granted  for  its  relief. 
But  the  Commons,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  inftead  of  granting  this,  repfcfcnted,  among 
other  things,  "  that  Tangier  had  been  feveral  times  under  the  command  of  Popifli  governors, 
**  artd  its  garrifon,  in  a  great  degree,  made  up  of  Popifh  officers  and  foldicrs,  as  alfo  that  the 
**  money  given  for  it  had  been  mifapplicd  ;  wherefore  they  could  not  grant  a  fupply  for  Tan- 
**  gier,  unlefs  they  might  be  affured,  that  thereby  they  did  not  augment  the  ftrength  of  their 
**  Popilh  adverfaries."  Thus  the  jealoufy  entertained  by  the  Parliament  and  the  nation,  that 
the  King  intended  this  place  for  a  curb  on  their  religion  and  liberties,  prevented  its  being  duly 
fupplied,  and  occafioncd,  as  we  fliall  fee,  its  being  abandoned  foon  after  by  that  King. 
i68i  At  a  Parliament  at  Oxford,  which  fat  but  feven  days,  and  was  the  laft  of  King  Charles  the 
Second's  reign,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  firft  refolvcd  to  print  their  votes,  which  has  been  con- 
tinued ever  fince,  and  very  much  to  the  benefit  and  fatisfa£lion  of  the  public,  and  particularly 
beneficial  in  commercial  matters. 

As  far  back  as  the  year  1670,  the  Englifh  Levant  or  Turkey  Company  began  to  complain 
of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  upon  account  of  the  great  quantities  of  raw  filk  tiiey  imported 
from  India,  which  had  formerly  been  folely  imported  from  Turkey.  And  in  the  year  168 r, 
the  Turkey  Company  complained  thereof  formally  to  the  King's  council ;  whereupon  a  hearing 
cnfued.  The  fubftarure  of  the  company's  allegations,  and  the  Eaft  India  Company's  anfwers, 
being  printed  this  year,  are  as  follow,  viz. 

I.  "  The  Turkey  Company  have,  for  near  an  hundred  years  paft,  exported  thither  great 
^*  quantities  of  woollen  manufaftures,  and  other  Englifh  wares,  to  the  great  enriching  of  the 
^*  nation  ;  and  do  now  more  cfpecially  carry  out  tliither  to  the  value  of  about  five  hundred 
*'  thoufand  pounds  yearly  :  in  return  for  which,  the  goods  imported  are  raw  filks,  gauls,  gro- 
•**  gram  yarn,  drugs,  cotton,  &c.  all  which,  being  manufaftured  in  England>,  afford  bread  to 
^*  the  poor  of  die  kingdom. 

Vol.  IL  4  A  .  I.  <'  On 
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1681  I.  '*  On  the  other  hand,"  fay  they,  "  the  Eaft  India  Company  export  immenfe  quanti- 
ties of  gold  and  filver,  with  an  inconfiderable  quantity  of  cloth. — In  return  for  which, 
their  chicfeft  commodities  are  calicoes,  pepper,  wrought  filks,  and  a  deceitful  fort  of  raw 
filk. — That  the  calicoes  and  wrought  filks^  being  wrought  in  India,  are  an  evident  damage  to 
the  poor  of  England,  and  the  raw  filks  are  an  infallible  deltruftion  to  the  Turkey  trade  ;  for, 
as  Turkey  does  not  yield  a  fufficient  quantity  of  other  merchandize,  to  return  for  one-fourth 
part  of  our  manufaftures  carried  thither,  the  remaining  three-fourths  is  wholly  poifed  by 
raw  filk;  which,  if  fupplied  by  tliatof  Ealt  India,  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the  Tur* 
**  key  importations,  and  confeqnently  the  cloth  trade  of  England  muft  fail. 

II.  **  The  conftitution  of  the  Turkey  Company,  as  being  a  regulated  one,  and  not  drivcii 
"  by  a  joint-ftock,  is  open  and  comprehcnfivc,  admitting  any  that  are  bred  merchants ;  the 
*'  fons  and  apprentices  of  freemen  challenge  their  freedom  by  feven  years  fervice,  and  others 
**  are  admitted  to  be  free  for  twenty-five  pounds,  if  under  t\^er\ty-feven  years  af  age ;  and;  if 
**  above  that  age,  for  fifty  pounds.  Each  Freeman  to  trade  for  as  much  as  he  is  able.  By 
**  which  open  trading,  the  Company  is  increafed  from  feventy  perfons,  who  forty  years  aga 
**  wholly  drove  the  trade,  to  at  leaft  five  hundred  traders. 

II.  *'  On  the  other  hand,  the  Eaft  India  Company's  trade  is  managed  by  an  exclufive  joint-' 
*^  ftock  ; — which  ftock  is  fo  engrofled,  that  about  twelve  perfons  have  the  abfolute  managc-r 
*«  ment  of  die  whole  trade ; — and  about  forty  perfons  divide  the  major  part  of  the  gains ;— ^ 
^  and  do  alfo  appropriate  to  themfelves  a  greater  profit  in  a  feparate  trade,  as  in  mufk,  amber- 
♦*  gris,  &c.  and,  till  of  late,  in  diamonds  alfo  : — neither  can  they  breed  up  any  perfons,  un- 
*«  der  the  notion  of  an  Eaft  India  merchant,  becaufe  any  one  may  purchafe  a  fliare  of  their 
**-  trade  and  joint-ftock,  who  is  mafter  of  money. 

III.  "  The  Turkey  Company's  ftock  is  really  greater  than  their  trade  will  bear,  under  their 
«*  prefent  difcouragements  and  checks  from  the  Eaft  India  Company  ;  and  if  any  damage  bc" 
••  falls  this  ftock,  every  particular  member  bears  the  lofs  of  his  own  adventure,  witli  no  da- 
**  mage  to  the  public. 

III.  **^  On  the  other  hand,  the  Eaft  India  Company  having  a  fixed  joint-ftock  of  but  about 
**  three  hundred  and  feventy  thouland  pounds,"  (I  know  not  well  how  to  reconcile  this  with 
**  the  order  of  the  Eaft  India  Company's  general  court,  in  the  year  1676,  whereby  they  dou- 
**  bled  their  capital  ftock,  as  before  exhibited  ;  unlefs  they,  fince  that  year,  reverfed  or  poll- 
•*  poned  that  refolution  by  a  fubfequent  one,  which  we  liave  not  met  with  as  yet)  '*  they 
«'  find  it  more  for  their  advantage  to  trade  with  money  at  intereft  than  to  enlarge  their  flock; 
**  they  liave  therefore  borrowed  at  leaft  fix  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  on  their  com- 
<*  mon  feaU  at  the  inconfiderable  intereft  of  three  or  four  per  cent,  thereby  trading  with  tlic 
**  treafure  of  the  nation,  and  dividing  to  themfelves  what  fums  they  pleafe,  not  only  out  of 
**  profit,"  (this  article  is  but  the  literal  echo  of  Mr.  Polexfen's  fpeech  in  Parliament  the  pre- 
ceding year)  **  but  alfo  out  of  the  principal  ;  as  laft  year,  when  they  divided  two  hundred 
**  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  though  at  the  fame  time  they  owed  above  fix  hundred  thoufanJ 
**  pounds  at  intereft." 

One  George  White,  a  writer  againft  this  company,  in  this  fame  year,  fays,  **  That  in  the 
*^  compafs  of  five  years,  (/.  e.  from  1676  to  1681)  they  divided  fovea  hundred  and  forty-one 
**  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forty-feven  pounds,  and,  in  two  months  afterwards,  they  doubled 
*'  their  ftock  :  this"  fays  he,  *'  was,  in  all,  one  million  one  hundred  and  eleven  thoufand  fix 
«*  hundred  and  forty-feven  pounds,  produced  from  a  capital  of  three  hundred  and  feventy 
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j[68i  "  thoufand  pounds  only  ;  by  which  extravagant  dividends,  together  with  above  three  hundred 
**  thoufand  pounds  for  money  borrowed  at  intereft,  with  prefcnts  to  courtiers,  and  their  quar- 
**  rel  with  the  Mogul,  they  were  brought  into  great  difficulties  ;  fo  that  they,  in  a  fliorttime, 
**  were  forced  to  flop  payment  for  fome  months,  yet  they  recovered  a  little  again  :  although 
*'  by  feizing  many  of  the  Mogul's  fhips  trading  to  Arabia,  Perfia,  &c.  that  quarrel  coft  the 
^'  company,  in  all,  about  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  it  is  humbly  hoped,  for  the  relief  of  the  now  languifliing,  though  moft 
**  ufeful  and  neceflary  Turkey  trade,  his  Majefty  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  permit  to  the 
^*  Turkey  Company  the  exercife  of  trade  in  the  Red  Sea,  and  all  other  the  dominions  of  tlic 
**  Grand  Signior,"  (i,e,  Arabia  and  part  of  Africa)  **  according  to  the  large  extent  of  their 
**  charter,  and  accefs  thereunto  by  the  moft  convenient  paffages,'* — i.  e.  round  by  the  Cape 
of  Good  Iljpe. 

*'  More  reafons  agtiinft  the  management  of  the  Eaft  India  thide,  tinder  the  prefent  joint- 
"  ftock.  ^ 

I.  '*  The  continuance  of  the  ftock,  which  has  now  lafted  twenty-four  years,'*  i.e.  froin 
^657»  "  is  againft  their  firft  propofal  in  their  preamble  -^  whereby  it  is  agreed,  that,  at  feven 
*'  years  end,f  the  ftock  fliould  be  balanced  and  divided,  and  a  new  fubfcription  made  :  and  that 
**  any  perfons,  at  the  faid  feven  years  end,  might  go  out  or  come  in,  upon  a  valuation  then 
**  to  be  made  known  : — though  no  fuch  thing  be  hitherto  done. 

II.  "  They  have  fent  over  to  India,  throwfters,  weavers,  and  dyers;  and  have  aftually  fct 
**  up  there  a  manufacture  of  iilk  ;  which  not  only  by  inftrufting  the  Indians  in  thefe  manu- 
**  faftures,  but  by  importing  them,  fo  madp,  into  England,  is  an  uafpeakable  impoverifliment 
**  of  the  working  people  of  this  kingdom. 

II.  '*  Although  many  of  the  firft  fubfcribers  have  died  off,  yet  there  is  no  liberty  for  young 
**  merchants  to  come  in*  on  a  new  fubfcription. 

IV.**  The  fo  long  continuance  of  the  ftock  is  alfo  a  reafon  that  its  whole  management  is 
**  fallen  into  fo  few  hands. 

V.  <«  They  export  great  quantities  of  bullion,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  cloth. 

VI.  **  Of  the  five  hundred  and  fifty  who  arc  memberi  of  this  company,  not  above  one-fifth 
«*  of  them  are  merchants; — and  as  thefe  laft  are  always  of  the  committee,  hence  it  comes  to 
"*«  pafs  that  many  of  the  choiceft  goods  are  fent  home  on  their  private  account,  but  feldom  on. 
**  account  of  the  joint-ftock. 

Vir.  and  VIII.  •*  As  their  prefent  ftock  is  too  fcanty,  fo  new  fubfcriptions  for  two  or 
^*  three  millions,  would  bring  in  more  merchants,  as  well  as  more  money  to  be  employed^ 
*'  and  alfo  more  (hips  and  mariners.  At  prefent  they  trade  not  all  to  Perfia,  Japan,  Arra- 
^*  chan,  Acheen,  Sumatra,  Pegu,  Madagafcar,  and  many  other  parts  within  the  limits  of 
**  their  charter  ;  althougli  fuch  parts,  if  traded  to,  would  not  only  take  off  much  of  our 
*'  Englifh  commodities,  but  likewife  by  trading  there,  from  one  port  to  another,  would 
**  vend  a  large  proportion  of  Indian  commodities,  and  the  profit  and  bullion  arifing  there- 
-•*  by,  would,  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not  totally,  prevent  the  exportation  of  bullion  out  of 
**  England. 

IX.  '*  Laftly,  the  lenders  of  fo  large  a  dead  ftock  ts  above,  (fit  hundred  thoufand  pounds) 
**  at  fo  low  intereft  as  three  per  cent.— do  clearly  venture  the  hazard  of  tljieir  principal,  merely 
**  for  that  low  intereft  :  whilft  the  company  makes  fifty  per  cent,  of  it  without  any  hazard  at 

all.    Thofe  lenders,  (in  cafe  of  whatever  loflcs,  captures,  ?ic.)  having  only  the  company's 
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i68£  *•  comnioa  feal  to  depend  on,  which,  in  fuch  cafe,  is  no  fecurlty  at  all :  for  no  one  member 
"  is  obliged  to  make  fatisfaftion  ;  as  has  been  evident  by  feveral  late  examples  of  the  like  na- 
**  ture." 

Tiie  Eall  India  Company's  anfwer  before  the  Privy  Council : — 

I.  **  Articles  i,  2,  3.  The  cloth  exported  by  the  Eaft  India  Company  is  finer  and  more 
*'  valuable  than  what  is  exported  by  the  Turkey  Company.  And,  if  vre  are  rightly  informed, 
**  the  medium  of  cloths  exported  by  that  company^  in  the  laft  three  years,  is  only  about  nine* 
•*  teen  thoufand  cloths  yearly ;  a  greater  quantity  than  which,  in  value  at  leaft,  the  Eaft  India 
**  Company  may  probably  fliip  out  this  year,  if  their  fadtory  at  Amoy,  in  China,  be  not  fur- 
"  prized  by  the  Tartars,  of  which  there  was  a  doubtful  report  laft  year.  Yet  it  is  admitted,  that 
**  before  the  Eaft  India  Company  had  any  entrance  into  the  trade  of  China  and  Japan,  the 
**  Turkey  Company's  exportation  of  cloth  did  much  exceed  that  of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
**  pany. — 4.  We  alfo  fay,  that  it  will  be  found,  by  the  entries  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  that  the 
'*  Turkey  Company  do  fent  out  yearly,  befide  their  cloth,  great  quantities  of  pieces  of  eight 
"  from  England,  for  the  purchafe  of  their  raw  filk  in  Turkey,  as  well  as  great  quantities  of 
**  the  like  fpecies  of  bullion  from  France,  Spain,  and  Italy,  which  otherwifc  would  come  for 
*'  England. 

II.  "  Concerning  the  comparifon  they  make  between  the  conftitution  of  the  Turkey  ani 
*'  Eaft  Iildia  companies;  we  fay,  there  hath  been  fo  much  printed  in  moft  European lan- 
"  gnages,  and  fo  many  confultations  and  debates,  in  the  great  councils- of  Europe,  conccrn- 
•'  ing  joint-ftocks  for  the  Eaft  Indies  ;— and  that  in  all  of  them  the  refult  hath  betn  for  a 
*'  joint-ftock,  Portugal  excepted  ;  that  we  think  it  would.be  impertinent  to  trouble  your  lord* 
**  fhips  with  a  long  difcourfe  concerning  iu 

But  briefly, 

1.  *•  It  cannot  be  denied,  by  any  reafonable  man,  that  a  joint-ftock  1$  capable  of  a  far 
<«  greater  extension,  as  to  the  number  of  traders  and  largenefs  of  ftock,  than  any  regulated 
**  company  can  be.  Becaufe,  in  a  joint-ftock,  noblemen,  gentlemen^  fliopkeepers,  widows, 
**  orphans,  and  all  other  fubjefts,  may  be  traders,  and  employ  their  ftocks  therein  :  whereas, 
••  in  a  regulated  company,  fuch  as  the  Turkey  Company  is,  none  can  be  traders,  but  fuch  as 
**  they  call  legitimate,  or  bred  merchants. 

2.  *•  The  eonfequence  whereof  is,  that,  if  the  trade  for  India  was  laid  open,  the  ad- 
**  venturers  would  be  fewer,  by  three  quarters,  than  they  now  are  ;  becaufe  thofc  only  who 
**  have  Ikill,  would  run  away  with  the  trade,  as,  in  fadl,  they  did,  between  the  years  1655 
**  and  1657. 

3.  4.  **  The  number  of  the  prefent  Eaft  India  adventurers  is,  at  this  time,  above  fijc  hun- 
«•  dred.  And,  with  refpeft  to  the  indulged  or  private  trade,  every  adventurer  hath  as  /ull  a 
*'  liberty,  in  proportion  to  his  ftock,  as  the  -governor,  deputy,  or  any  of  the  committees, 
*«  the  fame  being  not  to  exceed  one-fifth  part  of  his  ftock  ;— and  even  that  has  been  gradually 
«<  reduced  every  year,  though  perfaltam  it  cannot  be  done.  It  not  being  the  work  of  a  year, 
•'  nor  even  of  an  age  or  two,  to  build  up  an  Eaft  India  trade  to  perfcdion,  though  it  may  be 
*«  deftroyed  in  a  day. — Which  truth  is  moft  eminently  vifible  in  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
**  of  France,  thefe  laft  fourteen  years  :  that  King,  in  the  conftitution  of  his  Eaft  India  Com- 
**  pany,  fpared  no  coft  to  obtain  the  beft  advice  in  Europe,  by  immenfe  rewards,  premiums, 
**  &c.— And  yet  we  fee  that  company  makes  very  little  of  it. — And  even  our  own  company, 
**  although  they  had  formerly  a  ftock  of  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
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k68i  "  advanced  no  further  in  profits,  but  twelve  and  an  half  per  cent,  in  fifteen  years  ;  /.  e.  froitt 
*'  1617  to  1632. 

5.  *^  Although,  inftead  of  eighty  votes  alleged  to  be  now  poflefled  by  fome  one  fingle  per* 
**  fon  ill  the  choice  of  the  committees,  we  know  of  no  one  that  has  fixty  votes  ;  yet  it  is  moft 
**•  rcafonable,  (and  has  ever  been  praflifed  both  in  ours  and  in  the  Royal  African  Company, 
**  and  every  other  joint-ftock)  that  each  adventurer  (hould  vote  according  to  his  flock.  Evea 
*'  fincc  this  complaint,  which  was  firft  ftartcd  about  nine  years  ago,  there  have  been  more 
**  great  fliips  built  by  the  company  than  were  in  thirty  years  before;  and  alfo  more  woollen 
**  manufactures  exported.  And  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  ftock,  which'  was  at  five  hundred  and 
^^  eighty  per  cent,  when  ours  was  but  at  fixty  per  cent,  has  fincc  ftood  ftill,  or  rather  fincc 
•♦  declined,  whilft  ours  has  advanced,  fo  as  almoft  to  equalize  themin  the  value  of  their  ftock: 
**  and  his  Majefty's  cuftoms  are  alfo  more  than  doubled,  from  our  Eaft  India  trade.  The- 
«*  company  has  alfo  made  many  generous,  chargeable,  and  fuccefsful  attempts  for  obtaining, 
*'  of  a  trade  to  the  north  eaft  parts  of  India,  viz.  to  Siam,  Cochin  China,  China,  and  Japan. 

III.  *•  I.  Our  Eaft  India  ftock  now  in  trade  is^  at  leaft,  one  million  feven  hundred  thou* 
**  fand  pounds  clear  of  all  our  debts. 

"  2.  Our  debt  at  intereft  is  about  five  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  and  has  been  re-^ 
**  duced  from  fix  to  three  per  cent,  and  fuch  is  the  company's  credit  in  the  world,  that  tlicy 
•*  cannot  perfuade  their  creditors  to  take  their  money. 

"  3.  And  your  lordlhips,  in  the  Houfe  of  Peers,  did  formerly  refolve,  that  the  abatement 
**  of  intereft  tended  to  the  increafe  of  trade  and  the  advancement  of  the  value  of  lands  of 
**  England^ 

*'  With  refpeft  to  the  Turkey  Company's  objeftions  againft  the  Eaft  India  Company*s  im* 
**  portations  of 

«*  I.  Rawfilk. 

^  11.  Plain  wrought  filk ;  and, 

"  III.  Wrought  filks  mixed  with  gold  and  filver;  we  fay, 
-  ."  I .  As  for  raw  filk,  it  is  fo  eflential  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom,  that  it  may  well  hold 
**  comparifon  with  our  Iheeps  wool  and  cotton  wool. 

•*  2.  Since  our  company's  importation  thereof,  our  filk  manufaftures  have  increafed  from- 
•*  one  to  four. 

••  3.  With  refpeft  to  the  quality  of  our  India  raw  filk,  it  is  the  fame  as  with  all  other  com* 
**  modities  on  earth,  viz.  various,  i.  c.  good,  bad,  and  indifferent. 

♦«  4.  Plain  wrought  fiJks  from  India  are  known  to  be  the  ftrongeft  andmoft  durable,  as  well 
"  as  the  cheapeft  that  comes  from  any  part  of  the  world,  and  are  generally  re-exported  frona^ 
**  England  to  foreign  parts. 

*'  5.  Wrought  India  filks,  flowered  and  ft riped,  do,  we  confefs,  a  little  impede  the  growth- 
**  of  our  own  filk  manufaftures  ;  but  not  to  that  degree,  in  any  meafure,  as  the  raw  filk  im- 
"  ported  from  India  doth  advance  it. 

"  6.  If  they  could  be  efFeftually  forbidden  from  all  parts,  the  Eaft  India  Company  would 
^  be  glad  to  further  an  aft  of  Parliament  for  that  purpofe,  and  alfo  for  the  fupprefiing  o£ 
**  French  filks  fo  much  in  wear  in  England,  though  againft  a  law  in  being. 

**  7.  Wrought  India  filks,  mixed  with  gold  and  filver,    are  not  imported  by  our  company^ 

^  but  by  the  company's  mere  permiflioiii  becaufe  if  wc  fhould  not  permit,  them^  they  we)uld^ 
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i68i  •*  come  iu,  as  much  as  now,  by  ftealth,~and  without  paying  the  King's  cuflom.'*    The  wcat 
of  all  which  manufafturcs  has  fince  been  efFeaually  prohibited. 

*<  8.  With  refpeft  to  our  company's  fending  to  India,  throwfters,  weavers,  and  dyers,  the 
•*  whole  is  a  miftake,  excepting  only  as  to  one  or  two  dyers,  ufually  fent  to  Bengal,  and  to 
**  no  other  part  of  India  ;  and  this  for  the  nation's  as  well  as  the  company's  advantage,  efpc* 
**  cially  as  to  plain  black  filks,  generally  exported  again. 

"  9.  The  company,  with  refpeft  to  the, Turkey  Company's  requeft  to  dellroy  what  is  ef- 
**  teemed  by  all  foreigners  to  be  the  glory  of  the  trade  of  England ;  (/•  e.  by*€xtendiag  the 
**  Turkey  Company's  trade  to  the  Red  Sea,  &c.}  cannot  help  admiring  at  the  confidence  of 
^*  the  propofers. 

*•  Laftly,  Our  Eaft  India  Company  can  prevent  none,  by  their  charter,  from  buying  their 
^'  ftock,  provided  they  will  pay  five  pounds  for  their  admiflion. 

**  With  relation  to  what  the  Turkey  Company  adds,  ii>  the  fecond  part  of  their  allegations, 
**  concerning  a  valuation  of  their  ftock  every  feven  years ;  our  Eaft  India  Company  aver, 
**  that,  purfuant  to  a  general  court,  in  the  year  1664,  their  ftock  was  valued,  at  the  end  of 
**  the  firft  fevcn  years,  at  one  hundred  and  thirty  per  cent. — and  within  a  year  and  1  qiiartcr 
*'  after  there  was  fifty  per  cent,  divided,  and  a  fecond  valuation  was  afterwards  made  iu  the 
•'  fame  manner. 

"  The  Turkey  Company's'other  objeftions  are  indeed  fo  trifling  and  inconclufi\'^,  tliat  the 
^*  Eaft  India  Company  gives  them  ftiort  anfwers,  appealing,  at  the  fame  time,  to  their  lord- 
f  *  fbips  for  their  weight,  &c." 

By  our  thus  exhibiting  the  allegations  of  thcfe  tv/o  rival  companies,  we  learn  a  great  deal 
of  their  hiftory  :  and,  although  both  fides  may  have  foraewhat  exaggerated  in  their  own  favour, 
it  is  neverthelefs  very  eafy  for  the  reader  to  determine  the  truth  in  all  the  material  points  in 
queftion  between  them.  The  Eaft  India  Company,  amongft  their  other  allegations,  made 
great  complaints  againft  the  interloping  fhips  for  the  laft  three  yclirs  ;  «nd  that  as  they  were  at 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  annual  expence  for  forts,  foldiers,  &c.  it  would  be  impofliblc 
to  carry  on  a  profitable  commerce,  if  interlopers  be  tolerated.  The  Turkey  Company's  above 
allegations  and  remonftrances  proved,  in  the  end,  unluccefsful ;  yet  the  interlopers  wctit  on 
with  their  voyages  to  India;  one  of  whom,  however,  named  Captain  Thomas  Sands,  going 
out  with  a  cargo  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  value,  was,  at  the  com pr^ny's  requeft,  ftopped  by  the 
King  from  going  out ;  and,  after  a  long  and  curious  trial,  a  decifion  was  made,  by  the  Chief 
Juftice  Jeffreys,  in  favour  of  the  company  :  fo  that  the  (hip  and  cargo  was  fold  off  to  the  pro- 
prietor's great  lofs  :  notwithftanding  which,  the  interlopers  continued  their  voyages  to  India, 
being  therein  encouraged  by  the  opinions  of  fome  of  our  greateft  lawyers,  who  freely  declared, 
that  the  King  could  not  legally  obftruft  them,  by  any  charter  whatever  granted  to  the  com- 
pany, unlefs  their  exclufive  powers  had  the  fanftion  of  an  aS  of  Parliament.  Neverthelefs, 
King  Charles  fent  out  one  of  his  fhips  of  war  to  India,  for  the  protection  of  the  company 
>from  interlopers  and  pirates. 

At  this  time,  the  French  King,  Lewis  the  Fourteenth,  was  in  great  power  and  glor)'. 
The. Emperor  Leopold  had,  in  the  preceding  year,  reprefented  to  the  German  dyet his  in- 
fringements of  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen. 

Firft,  By  maintaining  troops  in  the  empire,  and  retaining  of  forts,  which  he  ought  before 
^p  Jbave  evacu'ated  in  confequence  of  that  treaty. 

Secondly, 
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t68i       Secondly,  By  cxaftions  and  contributions,  and  various  other  encroachments  and  violences 

againft  the  imperial  cities  of  Alface,  &c.  But,  inftead  of  obtaining  redrefs,  he,  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  1681,  by  treachery  and  furprize,  feized  on  the  rich  and  very  important  Imperial 
and  Protellant  city  of  Stralburg,  on  pretence  of  finding  in  the  archives  of  Metz,  that  all  Al- 
face and  Lorraine,  all  Luxemburg,  except  its  capital,  many  lordlhips  and  villages  in  Ger- 
many, Brabant,  Flanders,  Hainault,  Artois,  and  Liege,  did  belong  to  him,  as  dependencies 
on  the  bifhoprics  of  Metz,  Toul,  and  Verdun;  or  elfe  of  other  places  yielded  to  him  by  the 
treaties  of  Munller  and  Nimeguen.  Under  fuch-like  pretexts,  he  erefted  courts  or  commif- 
fions  of  re-union  in  Alface  and  the  Netherlands,  for  places  which,  time  out  of  mind,  had  been 
fubjeft  to  otlier  fovereigns,  now,  merely  by  the  terror  of  his  great  power,  citing  the  King  of 
,  Spain  himfelf  and  the  Eleftors  Palatine  and  Treves,  to  appear  at  thofe  courts  to  pay  him 
homage.  He  had  already  the  prefefture  often  free,  cities  in  Alface,  who,  as  Voltaire  owns, 
durft  no  longer  talk  of  liberty, 

"  Stralburg  was  miftrefs  of  the  Rhine,  fays  that  Frenchman,  by  means  of  its  bridges^  and 
**  of  itfelf  formed  a  powerful  republic,  famous  for  its  arfenal,  which  contained  nine  hundred 
**  pieces  of  cannon.  Louvois,  the  French  prime  minifter,  corrupted  the  magiftrates  to  fell 
*'  their  own  dear  liberty  and  religion  and  thofe  of  the  innocent  burghers,  whofe  prayers  and 
*'  tears  availed  not  with  their  corrupted  magiftrates,  who  fufFered  the  French  troops,  on  the 
*•  thirtieth  of  September,  to  enter  the  city.  In  the  Spanifh  Netherlands,  Louis  feized  on 
**  the  town  of  Aloft  and  Its  territory,  on  the  fole  bare-faced  pretence,  that  his  minifters  had 
**  forgot  to  infcrt  it  in  the  conditions  of  the  peace  of  Nimeguen." 

Voltaire^  if  altogether  to  be  credited,  •*  defcribed  his  power  to  be  fuch  at  this  time,  that  all 
^*  Europe,  though  greatly  alarmed  at  his  tyrannical  proceedings,  was  afraid  of  fceming  to 
*^  oppofe  him, — he  having  then  fixty  thoufand  failors  ;  which,  he  fays,  was  more  than  Eng- 
"  land  and  Holland  poflefled  together  at  this  time,  with  upwards  of  one  hundred  fhips  of  the 
**  line,  feveral  of  which  carried  one  hundred  guns,  and  fome  more.  At  this  period  alfo,  he 
**  conftrufted  or  fortified  the  famous  ports  of  TouIoh  and  Breft,  at  an  immenfe  expence ;  and 
"  Rochefort  alfo,  in  fpite  of  nature,  was  made  a  place  of  trade  and  naval  force."  He  even 
makes  Louis  the  inventor  of  bomb-ketches :  **  for  intending  this  fame  year  to  bombard 
*«  Algiers  with  his  fleet,  he  had  no  idea  how  it  was  poflible  to  fix  mortar  pieces  in  fliips,  for 
•*  the  throwing  of  bomb  fhells,  or  any  where  elfe  but  on  folid  ground.  So  one  Renaud  in- 
"  vented  veflels  without  decks,  liaving  a  falfe  deck  in  their  holds,  upon  which  hollow  places 
**  were  made  for  the  mortar  pieces,  with  which  he  demoliftied  part  of  Algiers.  This,  fays 
**  Voltaire,  being  difcovered  to  other  nations,  became  afterwards  terrible  to  France,  where 
«*  it  was  firft  invented." 

So  much  had  Colbert,  the  late  prime  minifter  of  France,  applied  himfelf  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  naval  affairs  and  commerce  of  France,  that  the  author  of  Colbert's  life  fays,  that, 
in  this  year,  the  town  of  St.  Malo  alone  fet  forth  in  one  montli  fixty-five  well  rigged  thips  for 
the  Newfoundland  fiflicry,  bcfide  the  Ihip^  employed  to  the  Levant,  to  Spain,  and  to  the  Weft 
Indies,  and  alfo  ten  fhips  now  on  the  flocks. 

Puffendorf  obferves,  that  at  this  time,  the  French  King's  revenue  was  computed  at  one 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  livres  :  whereas,  he  obferves,  that  in  the  laft  age  it  did  not  a- 
mount  10  above  nine  or  ten  millions ;  in  Henry  the  Fourth's  time,  to  fifteen  millions!  and 
in  the  year  1639,  to  feventy-feven  millions.  Which  vaft  difference  is,  in  part,  to  be  afcrib- 
cd  to  the  different  value  of  money  fince  thofe  times,  and  partly  alfo  to  the  great  taxes  impofed 
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168 1  on  the  fubjefls  :  but,  without  queftion,  the  chief  reafon  is,  that  France,  fince  thofe  times 
has  found  out  new  ways  to  draw  money  out  of  other  countries. 

One  Andrew  Yarranton  now  publilhed  two  volumes  in  quarto,  entitled,  England's  Im* 
provementby  Sea  and  Land:  amongft  other  points,  he  (hews,  **  that  tin  plates,"  i,  c.  iron 
plates  tinned  over,  "  were  made  in  England  through  his  means ;  he  having  been  employed 
**  by  fome  gentlemen  to  go  to  Bohemia,  where  he  learned  the  manner  of  making  them. 
*•  When  he  returned  home,  he  fet  proper  perfons  at  work,  who  made  better  ones  than  any 
**  he  had  feen  abroad,  the  metal  being  better  and  the  plates  more  pliable.  But  a  patent  being 
**  obtained  by  fome  great  man  at  court  (who  had  found  out  the  fcheme)  for  the  fole  making 
**  of  them,  that  manufafture  was  confequently  dropped  by  his  employers,  who  had  with  fo 
*«  much  charge  made  the  difcovery." 

That  manufafture  remained  for  many  years  unpraftifed  in  England,  fo  that  amongft  the 
projefls  called  bubbles  of  the  year  1720,  we  (hall  fee,  this  was  made  one  of  them :  yet  fince 
the  laft  named  year  the  making  of  tinned  plates  is  brought,  to  greater  perfeftion  in  England 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  -world. 

The  Proteftants  in  France,  being  daily  more  and  more  perfecuted  by  their  moft  Chriftian 
Monarch,  King  Charles  the  Second  of  England  was  now  advifcd  by  his  council,  to  ifluea 
proclamation  or  order  of  council,  promifing  to  thofc  of  our  religion  who  fhould  withdraw 
from  France,  ample  privileges  in  England;  in  confequence  of  which  confiderable  numbers  of 
them  came  hither,  even  before  the  final  revocation  of  the  famous  edift  of  Nantes,  in  the 
year  1685. 

So  great  was  the  tlrength  and  power  of  the  Dutch  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  at  this  time,  that  Sir 
William  Temple,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  their  affairs,  obferves,  **  that,  befidcthe 
**  eftablifliment  or  conqucfts  of  their  company  there,  they  have,  in  a  manner,  ercfted  another 
**  fubordinate  commonwealth  in  thofe  parts;  where,  upon  occafion,  they  have  armed fort)- 
^*  five  ihips  of  war  and  thirty  thoufand  landmen,  by  the  modcfteft  computation,"  Mifcel- 
.  lanea,  fecond  edition,  1681. 
J682  After  the  Englirti  Hudfon's  Bay  Company  had,  with  much  labour  and  charge  in  fadories 
and  fettlements,  eftablifhed  their  trade  with  the  natives ;  the  French,  from  Canada,  in  the 
year  1682,  whilft  our  company  were  building  a  fort  at  Port  Nelfon,  in  the  fouth  part  of  that 
bay,  came  privately  and  fuddenly,  with  two  fhips,  into  the  river  of  Port  Nelfon,  and  fur- 
prized  our  company's  men,_difpofleffing  them  of  that  fettlement,  and  carrying  them  prifoners 
to  Canada.  This  was  the  firft  time  that  any  French  veflel  had  ever  failed  into  Hudfon's  Bay. 
But  this,  being  a  piratical  expedition,  was  difowned  by  the  French  King,  who  promifedfa- 
tisfaftion  to  our  company ;  though  whether  any  adequate  fatisfaftion  was  really  made,  does 
not  appear. 

Our  company  there  alfo  ereSed  a  fort  at  Charlton  ifle,  whither  all  the  peltry,  &c.  was  to 
be  brought  from  the  other  fa£lories,  for  lading  the  fhips  from  England.  On  Albany  river 
and  on  Hay's  ifland  were  forts  and  faflories  alfo  fettled :  and  tlie  company  fent  urgent  inftrac- 
tions  to  their  governors,  by  all  means  to  endeavour  to  fave  the  great  expence  they  were  put  to 
in  tranfporting  annual  fupplies  of  provifions  from  England  ;  by  their  trying  to  raife  corn,  &c. 
in  that  country.  But  this  was  foon  found  to  be  imprafticable,  by  reafon  of  the  intenfencfsof 
the  cold  and  long  winters  there,  which  foon  deftroys  almoft  every  thing  fowed  or  planted 
in  it. 

They 
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1682      They  had,  by  this  time,  five  fcttlemcnts  there,  viz.  that  on  Albany  River,  Hay*s  Illand^ 
Rupcit's  River,  Port  Nelfon,  and  New  Severn. 

In  this  year  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  loft  one  of  the  beft  fa£lorics  which  they  had 
ever  polTcfled  in  all  India;  occafioned  by  a  quarrel  bet|;veen  the  old  King  of  Bantam  and  his 
fon.  It  was  unfortunate,  though  certainly  moft  equitable,  for  our  company  to  take  part  with 
the  father;  as  the  Dutch  Company,  on  the  contrary,  fupportcdjhe  fon,  and  fcnt  their  forces 
to  his  afliftance  from  Batavia ;  by  which  meafure  the  old  King  was  vanquiftied,  and  fhut  up 
in'prifon.  In  return  for  their  fricndfhip,  the  young  King  gave  the  Dutch  poflcffion  of  the 
caftle  of  Bantam,  which  commanded  both  the  town  and  port;  who,  thereupon,  drove  out  the 
Englifh  Company's  factors  and  fervants,  and  have  ever  fince  poflefled  that  place  to  tliis  day>-* 
This  is  our  company's  account  of  that  affair ;  concerning  which  theyVhad  many  difputes  and 
conferences  with  the  agents  of  the  Dutch  Company  :  and  the  latter  publifhcd  a  pamphlet  at 
London,  in  the  year  i6'88,  for  their  vindication  :  the  fubftance  whereof  is,  That  it  wa^  not 
the  Dutch,  but  the  young  King,  who  drove  the  Englifh  from  Bantam. 

On  the  other  fide,  our  company  made  it  but  too  plainly  evident,  thaf  the  young  Kinjg  was 
purely  the  Dutch  Company's  inftrument  for  that  violence,  which  enabled  them  to  engrofs  the 
entire  commerce  of  Bantam :  for  which  end,  knd  at  the  fame  time,  they  got  him  to  expel  from 
thence  all' the  other  European  nations,  viz.  the  French^  Danes,  and  Portuguefe,  as  like  wife 
the  fubjefls  of  the  Mogul,  and  of  aU  9ther  Indian  nations  ;  although  none  of  thefc  had  beea 
parties  in  the  quarrel  between  father  and  fon.  Our  company  alleged,  moreover,  that  the 
Dutch  had  formerly  praflifed  the  like  in  a  fimilar  cafe  at  MacafTar;  and  were  now -adtually 
doing  the  fame  in  a  difpute  between  two  Rajahs,  or  Princes,  on  the  Malabar  coaft.  It  would 
be  almoft  endlefs,  and  alfo  to  very  little  purpofe,  to  enlarge  on  the  complaints  of  olir  <:om-« 
panyagainft  the  Dutch,  for  injuries  done  them  in  India;  or  the  Dutch  Company's  vindica- 
tion, in  anfwer  to  thofe  complaints ;  and  their  accufations,  in  their  turn,  of  wrongs  done 
them  by  the  E'^nglifh  Company. 

The  Dutch,  by  obtaining  the  command  of  Bantam,  became  entire  mafters  of  the  weft  end 
of  the  great  ifle  of  Java,  as  Batavia  had  long  before  given  them  a  large  dominion  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  faid  ifland  :  yet,  bcfide  the  King  of  Materan,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Java,  thefc  arc 
ftill  feveral  other  lefTer  fovcreigns  remaining  unfubdued  by  the  Dutch  Company. 

In  the  fame  year  1682,  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company  firft  began  to  fortify  at  Bencoolen, 
in  the  great  ifland  of  Sumatra.  By  which  important  fettlement  they  have  preferved  to  Eng- 
land the  pepper  trade,  which  otherwife  would  have  been  loft  to  our  company  after  their  being 
driven  from  Bantam.  This  fort  coft  our  company  for  compleating-  it,  in  about  ten  years 
time,  no  fmaller  a  fum  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds. 
'3t683  It  was  in  or  about  the  year  1683,  that  the  ufeful  conveyance  of  letters  and  parcels  by  the 
Penny-Pojf  was  firft  fet  up  in  London  and  it$  fuburbs,  by  a  private  undertaker,  named  Murray, 
an  upholfterer  by  trade;  who  afterwards  afligncd  the  fame  to  one  Dockwra,  who  carried  it  on 
fuccefsfully  for  a  number  of  years;  until  the  government  laid  claim  to  that  projeft,  as  con- 
^  nefted  and  partly  interfering  with  the  general  letter  or  poft-office,  which  was  a -part  of  the 

crown  revenue :  it  was  therefore  annexed  to  that  revenue',  in  lieu  of  which  Mr.  Dockwra  had 
a  yearly  penfion  of  two  hundred  pounds  fettled  on  him  for  life.  But  the  firft  mention  Vre  find 
of  this  revenue  in  the  Statute-book  was  not  till  the  year  1711,  as  will  be  fecn  under  thatyear^ 

It  was  in  the  year  1683,  that  moft  authors  reckon  the  French  monarchy  to  have  been  in  its 
meridian  of  power  and  glory*    For,  in  this  year^ 
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1683      The  produce  of  the  feveral  branches  of  their  revenue  was  reckoned  annually        Livrcs. 
to  amount  to  —  —  —  — ^  —  215,566,663^; 

And,,  in  the  opinion  of  many  who  have  made  ftrift  enquiry  into  her  revenue 
fince  that  period j  (he  fecms  to  have  gradually  funk  in  this  refpeft;  fa  that, 
according  to  a  well  written  piece,  in  Englifh,  publiihcd  in  the  year  1742^  en*- 
titled,  An  Enquiry  into  the  Revenue  and  Trade  of  France,  the  annual  reveivue 
thereof,  in  the  year  1733,  did  not  amount  to  mofc  than  —  ^-  140,278,473: 


Difference  between  the  years  1683  and' 1733         .<—  —  75,288,160 

This  is  indeed  a  very  great  difference ;  and  yet  mucli  of  it  may  be  accounted  for  from  vari- 
ous caufes ;  aind  more  efpecially,. 

Firfl,  From  the  unbounded  ambition  of  Louis  XIV.  in  draining  his  kingdom  of  men  and 
moneys  for  carrying  on  his  conquefts ;  it  being  the  opinion  of  forae,  that  ever  fince  his  inva- 
fion  of  Holland,  in  the  year  1672,  his  revenue  gradually  fqnk,  and  the  price  of  French  lands 
funk  with  it. 

Secondly,  From  his,  foon^  after  this  time,  expelling  a  vaft  number  of  his  moft  induftrious 
Proteftant  fub}e£ts  ;  who,  befide  the  wealth  of.  many  of  them,  carried  along  with  thcmtheir 
arts  and  induftry ;  by  which  they  tauglit  the  nations,  who  wifely  as  well  as  piouily  received 
themj  almoft  all  kinds  of  F  reneh  manufaftures  :  lience  it  was,  that- France  foon  began  to  feel: 
a  great  abatement  of  her  exports  of  manufa£bures^  both  to  England  and  Holland. 

1.  With  refpedl  to  England^  France  formerly  fupplicd  her  with  manufafiured        £, 
iilks  of  ^1  forts,  to  the  value,  in  fterling.  money,,  of  about-  — -  -—  6oc,ooo) 
But  now  none  at  all, 

2.  With  linens  fail-cloth,  and  canvas;  to  about  feven  hundred  thowland  pounds. 
But  fince  the  high  dplies  were  laid  x>n  French  goods,  amounting  to  a  prohibition, 
thefc  arc  partly  raanufaSured  at  home,  and  partly  imported  from  Holland,  Ger^ 
:niany,  and  Ruffia>  and  more  lately  from  Scotland  and  Ireland,  who  take,  off  our 
<^wn  goods,  &c.  in  return*  Dedu£liflg. therefore*  about  two  hundred  thoufend: 
pounds  for  French  cambricfcs,.  wliich,-  in  time  of  peace,  are  faid  to  come  by  way  of 
Dunkirk,  &c»  the  clearannual  lofe  to  Fi*ance  in  this  article:  will  bcw  —  500,000 

3.  In  ibeaver-hats,^  in  glals,  watches,  and  clocks  —  -  — -  220,000^ 
Since  entheJy  our  own  manufaftures-^.  of  wliich  wcaifo  export  a  great -quantity. 

4.  In  paperof  all  kindsf  of  whichwenow  make  muchat  home,  and.  the  reft  we 

take  of  Holland  and  Gcnoar^  -— -  — .  —  — >  90,0C(X 

5.  In  iron  ware,  which  we  formerly  hiad  from  Auvergne^  but  now  make  better 
and  cheaper  at  Birmingham^  Shef&eld,\&c^  and  of '  whicli  aUb  we  export  immenfe: 
quantities  ta  oup  piantalionSi  a^  well  as  to  various  parts  of  Eu-copc  —  40,00a 

6.  In  ihalloons,  tammies>  .&c.  irom  Picardy  and  Champagne,  now  made  better  at 
homej  of  which- aifoznuch  is  exported^  — —  —  -  — -  150,000 

7.  In  French  wincsy/mftead  of- wliich  wc  now  take  them  of  Portugal,!  in  return, 
forour  ownmanufafturcs  —  —  .   — .  —  200,000: 

8*  In  French  brandies,  two  tlioufend  tonsi  (which  is  lefe  than  formerly;  owing 
to  the  great  improvement ^f  our  own .diftillepy^  and  to  the  much  increafed  trade  for: 
.  plantation  rum)  at  forty  pounds  per  ton  •  —  •  —  —  86,000 

Total  lofsj  per  annum^  to  France,  by  England'^  fo  greatly  improving  her  manu-  — — — " 
fafkiixes,  and  turning  her  imports  iatamore  pK>fiteblc  channek         «—         ^^       1^880,000 
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4683  ^  BroTightover     ;^.  1,880,000 

With  refpeA  to  the  Dutch,-  they  had  formerly  but  few,  and  moflly  inconfiderable 
manufaftures  of  their  own:  they  contented  themfelves  principally  with  being  the 
common  carriers  of  the  raanufaftures  of  France,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  froni 
one  country  to  another,  befidc  their  immcnfe  fifliery  ;  but  now  they  make  vaft 
quantities  of  rich  filks  and  velvets  ;  befide  their  woollen,  linen,  and  paper  manu- 
faftures,  &c.  So  that,  according  to  Mr.  Burrifli's  Account  of  the  Dutch  Trade, 
they  do  not,  in  our  times,  take  off  above  half  the  quantity  from  France  tliey  for- 
merly did,  or  about  —  —  —  —  —  600,000 
2.  In  hats,  moft  of  their  finer  ones  coming  frdm  England,  they  have  abated  abo\it       217,000 

3.  The  like  in  glafs,  clocks,  watches,  and  houlhold  furniture,  chiefly,  of  late 
years  from  England^  faved  about  —        .     .    —  —  —  160,000 

4.  The  like  of  fringes,  gloves,  and  paper  —  —  —  260,000 

5.  Linen,  canvas,  and  fail-cloth  —  —  —  165,000 

6.  Saffron,  foap,  woad,  honey,  and  woollen-yarn,  abated  about  —  300,000 


Total  of  the  former  Dutch  imports  leflened  yearly  —  1,702,000 

Total  dccreafc  of  Englilh  and  Dutch  imports  from  France  yearly,  fince  about 
tlic  year  1683  —  —  ~  .    —  —  3,582,000 


If  fo  great  a  lofs  could  be  exaftly  afcertained,  which  is  not  here  pretended  to,  though  pro- 
bably near  the  mark,  and  confidering  alfo  all  the  other  conduft  of  Louis  XIV.  we  are  not 
much  to  be  furprized  at  the  decreafe  af  the  French  revenues ;  even  after  allowing  much  for 
the  late  great  increafe  of  the  commerce  of  the  French  American  colonies,  and  alfo  of  their 
territory,  by  the  aduition  of  Lorraine. 

In  this  year,  the  Lady  Anne,  daughter  of  the  Duke  of  York,  was  married  to  Prince  George 
of  Denmark;  her  portion  being  forty  thoufand  pounds  ftcrling. 

The  Englilh  interlopers  to  Eaft  India  hecoming  fo  very  numerous,  our  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany found  means,  in  this  fame  year  1683,  to  obtain  a  new  charter  from  King  Charles  the 
Second,  being  his  fifth  charter  to  them  :  by  which  all  former  charters  were  confirmed,  and 
they  were  hereby  empowered  to  feize  on  the  (hips  and  merchandize  of  the  faid  interlopers  ; 
with  the  forfeiture  of  one  half  to  the  King,  and  the  other  half  to  the  company,  who  were  alfo 
empowered  to  raifc,  train,  and  muller,  fuch  military  forces  as  they  fhould  judge  requifite  ; 
and  at  their  forts,  faftories,  &c.  to  exercife  the  martial  law.  Moreover,  for  redreffing  the  in- 
juries and  wrongs  committed  on  the  high-feas,  or  to  be  committed  there  within  their  limits, 
a  court  of  judicature  might  be  erefted  by  the  company,  to  confift  of  one  civilian  and  ^p  mer- 
chants ;  who  were  to  determine  all  cafes  of  forfeitures  and  feizures,  of  (hips  and  goods,  withia 
their  faid  limits  ;  and  all  maritime  and  mercantile  bargains,  policies  of  infurance,  bUls,  bonds;« 
contrafts,  charter-parties,  wages  of  mariners,  trefpalTcs  on  the  high-feas,  &c. 

Yet  the  people  of  the  ifle  of  St.  Helena  being,  in  this  fame  year,  in  a  (late  of  rebellion  aai 
,  infurreftion,  and  the  company  being  hereby  enabled  to  reduce  them  to  obedience,  by  execu- 
ting certain  perfons  who  tumultuoufly  refufed  to  pay  certain  taxes,  which  thofe  people  alleged 
to  be  contrary  to  their  contraft  with  the  company,  when  they  firft  went  to  fettle  there,  a  great 
clamour  was  raifed  by  tlieir  widows  and  relations;  who(e  cafe  being  laid  before  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  two  years  after,  viz,  in  the  year  168^,  that  Houfe  voted,  what  the  company  had 
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X683  thereby  done  to  be  arbitrary  and  illegal,  which  created  the  company  many  enemies.  Their 
Hock,  however,  in  this  year  1683,  was  fold,  or  jobbed,  from  three  hundred  and  fixty  to  five 
hundred  per  cent. 

In  the  fame  year  1683,  thearmy  of  the  Turks,  inftigated  by  Louis  the  Fourteenth  of  France, 
and  by  the  Hungarian  malecontents,  and  encouraged  by  the  feeblcnefs  of  the  Emperor  Leo- 
pold, made  their  way  through  Hungary,  and  fat  down  before  Vienna,  with  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand  men.  The  taking  of  this  city  would  have  opened  a  way  for  the  Turks  and 
French  to  conquer  a  great  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  Germany.  The  apprehenfion  of  fuch  an 
event,  made  almoft  all  Europe  tremble,  and  England  in  particular,  whilft  her  monarch  cared 
for  nothing  but  his  pleafures  and  arbitrary  power.  Providence,  however,  fruftrated  thofe  great 
enterprizes,  by  the  marching  of  the  army  of  John  Sobiefki,  King  of  Poland,  to  join  the  Duke 
of  Lorraine  with  the  Imperial  army  :  in  confequcnce  of  which  the  fiege  of  Vienna  was  raifed, 
and  the  Turks  forced  precipitately  to  retreat  tlirough  Hungary,  thereby  lofing  all  that  they 
had  before  conquered  in  that  kingdom. 

Soon  after  this  event,  the  Imperialifts  got  pofleflion  of  all  Tranfylvania,  as  the  Venetians 
did  of  all  the  Morea,  and  the  city  and  territory  of  Athens,  as  alfo  the  ifle  of  Scio;  which, 
however,  they  again  loft  in  the  year  following.  This  ifland,  could  they  have  held  it,  would, 
in  fome  meafure,  have  cut  off  the  maritime  communication  of  the  Turks  with  their  territories 
in  the  Archipelago,  Ada,  and  Egypt.  Thus  the  Ottoman  power  now  received  a  confidcrablc 
check,  which,  for  two  centuries  paft,  had  gradually  extended  their  boundaries  as  far  as,  and 
in  fome  parts  further,  than  the  Roman  empire  had  done,  in  its  meridian  glory,  northward, 
caftward,  and  fouthward ;  but  the  Turks  have  never  yet  been  able  to  get  ground  weftward, 
notwithftanding  all  their  bold  efforts  not  only  againft  the  eaftern  fhores  of  Italy,  but  alfo  by 
this,  and  the  preceding  renowned  fiege  of  Vienna. 

/  In  this  year.  Dr.  Hugh  Chamberlain,  a  phyfician,  and  one  Robert  Murray,  both  great 
projeftors,  made  a  mighty  ftir  with  their  fcheme,  For  a  bank  for  circulating  bills  of  credit  on 
merchandize  to  be  pawned  therein,  and  for  lending  money  to  the  induftrious  poor  on  pawns, 
at  fix  per  cent,  intereft : — But  it  came  to  nothing* 

In  this  fame  year.  King  Charles  fcnt  Lord  Dartmouth,  attended  by  that  able  man,  Mr.. 
Pepys,  fecretary  of  the  Admiralty,  with  twenty  fhips  of  war,  utterly  to  demolifli  the  town, 
caille,  and  niole  of  Tangier,  and  to  choke  up  its  harbour.  It  was  fairf  to  have  been  ftrong 
when  the  Portuguefe  delivered  it  up  to  England,  in  the  year  1662  ;  but  it  was  fo  greatly  im- 
proved in  ftrength  by  King  Charles,  as  to  be  deemed  almoft  impregnable.  He,  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  its  haven  and  our  (hipping,  conftrufted  a  fuperb  mole,  the  extremities  whereof  are  faid 
to  have  run  out  fix  hundred  yards  into  the  fea  ;  and  its  ftones  were  fo  ftrongly  cemented  toge- 
ther, as  if  it  had  been-one  entire  rock ;  fo  that  they  were  forced  to  drill  it  in  many  parts,  and 
blow  it  up  piece-meal,  by  which  it  took  up  fix  months  in  effefting  its  entire  demolition.— 
The  mole  had  been  made  extremely  commodious  for  our  Ihipping  and  commerce,  by  realbn  of 
its  fituation  on  the  African  fide  of  the  Strait's  mouth. 

1684  In  April  1684,  the  Lord  Dartmouth  returned  to  England,  with  the  garrifon,  artillery,  and 
ftores*  **-  Hereby,"  fays  Rapin,  "  the  King  was  freed  from  a  confidcrablc  annual  cxpencc  ; 
*'  and  the  garrifon,  moftly  confifting  of  Popifh  officers  and  foldicrs,  ferved  to  augment  the 
**  King's  forces  at  home,  thereby  keeping  in. awe  thofe  who  were  impatient  of  the-  yoke."—. 
As  feveraltqwns  on  the  fame  fhore  are  ftill  held  by  Spain  and  Portugal,  Tangier  would  pro- 
tably,  at  this' day,  have  been  left  an  objeft  of  jcaloufy  to  the  other  European  powers  than 
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1684  Gibraltar  is  on  the  oppofitc  fhore  :  but,  whether  its  harbour  and  fituation  on  the  fouth  fhore, 
where  the  current  is  faid  to  run  much  ftronger  into  the  Streights  than  on  the  oppofite  fliore, 
would  have  in  all  refpefts  equally  anfwered  our  commercial  and  political  ends,  is  a  point  we 
will  not  prefume  to  determine, — Yet  we  imagine  it  will  fcarcely  be  denied,  that  our  retaining 
it,  along  with  Gibraltar,  would  have  been  a  confiderable  additional  fccurity  to  our  commerce ; 
•and  poflibly  alfo  an  augmentation  of  our  naval  power  and  influence,  by  keeping  conftantly  a 
fquadron  of  (hips  in  fo  fecure  a  port.  Leaving  this  point,  however,  for  flatcimen  to  deter- 
mine, we  fhall  only  add  what  fome  hiftorians  further  relate,  viz.  That  the  rubbilh  of  the  de- 
moliflied  mole,  and  of  the  walls  of  the  town  being  thrown  into  the  harbour,  has  fo  efFeftually 
choakcd  it  up,  that  it  can  never  hereafter  be  a  commodious  port  j  whicli,  however,  is  at  Icaft 
doubtful  till  a  trial  Ihall  be  attempted. 

Mr.  Burchett,  in  his  Naval  Hiftory,  relates,  **  that,  by  our  King's  dIre£lion,  there  "were 
**  buried  amongft  the  ruins  a  confiderable  number  of  milled  crown  pieces  of  his  majcfty's 
**  coin;  which,  poflibly,  many  centuries  hence,  may  declare  to  fucceeding  ages,  that  the  place 
**  was  once  a  mertiber  of  the  Britifh  empire."  And,  let  us  juft  fubjoin,  who  can  tell  but 
that  hereafter  it  may  be  judged  the  intereft  of  the  Britilh  empire  to  re-aflTume  its  right  to  that 
port  ?  More  efpecially,  if  what  is  faid  by  fome  be  true,  that  the  foundations  of  its  demolifli- 
ed  mole,  as  well  as  of  its  walls,  remain  entire  ;  and  that  it  is  very  poflible  for  its  haven  to  be 
entirely  cleared  of  the  rubbifh.  Profeflbr  Oakley,  in  his  Account  of  South-weft  Barhary, 
**^  thinks  it  would  be  an  enterprize  worth  attempting,  and  eaflly  toie  effefted,  to  recover  the 
**^  faid  place  again.  For,"  fays  he,  **  if  two  thoufand  men  were  to  go  with  three  men  of  war 
**  and  two  bomb-ketches,  they*  might  make  themfelves  matters  of  it  in  twenty^four  hours 
**  time:  for,  upon  the  heaving  of  a  fcore  of  bombs,  not  one  foul  of  the  Moors  would  flay 
**^  within  the  town,  and  then  the  foldiers  might  land  at  pleafure,  who  would  have  nothing 
•*  elfe  to  do  but  to  plant  thehr  guns  on  the  walls,  and  by  night  to  empty  a  few  places  of  the 
«*  ditches  that  are  filled." 

The  French  hitherto  mifmanaged  their  Eaft  India  Company  :  for,  although  they  preferved 
the  figure  of  a  great  fociety,  yet  they  were  found  to  be  little  better  than  bankrupt  in  this  year 
1684;  when,  upon  a  full  ftate  of  their  circumftances,  it  plainly  appeared,  they  had  aft ually 
run  out  half  their  capital,  or  about  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  Whereupon  it 
was  now  refolved  to  put  that  company  upon  a  new  bottom,  laying  afide  the  method  of  cham- 
bers of  directors  in  the  fea  ports,  which  had  been  fet  up  in  imitation  of  the  Dutch  company, 
and  to  place  its  entire  management  in  twelve  direftors,  rcfiding  at  Paris,  with  proper  fa- 
larles.  This  company  had,  in  the  year  1670,  furrendered  their  property  of  the  ifle  of  Mada- 
gafcar;  and  their  King,  in  the  year  1685,  in  confirming  their  new  conftitution,  left  them  at 
liberty  either  to  refumc  the  Madagafcar  colony,  or  to  leave  it  in  his  hands,  and  they  chofe  the 
latter. 

There  were  fevcralcaufes  of  the  Company's  misfortunes;  as,  their  war  with  Holland,  from 
1672  to  1678,  the  mercenary  management  of  their  fervants  in  India,  and  efpecially  their  in- 
termeddling fo  boldly,  agreeable  to  the  genius  of  their  nation,  in  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  of 
Siam  :  whereby  the  King  of  Siam  was  murdered  in  his  palace,  and  the  French  garrifon  totally 
deftroycd,  after  they  had  been  at  the  expence  of  fending  thither  a  fquadron  of  fhips,  with  land 
forces,  for  making  that  King,  like  their  own,  more  abfolute  than  tlie  people  liked  him  to  be, 
and  flattered  themfelves  with  converting  all  Siam  to  their  Chriftian  religion.     This  was  the 

ftatc 


Digitized  by 


Google  ^ 


566  AN     HISTORICAL     AN  D     C  H  R  0  N  O  L  O  G  I  C  A  L     DEDUCTION 

A     D. 

1684  ftateof  tliat  company  when  Pont  Chartrain  fucceeded  Colbert,  as  prime  miniftcr.    He  was 
far  from  behig  a  friend  to  this  company,  as  will  briefly  appear  hereafur. 

In  this  thirty-fixth  year  of  King  Charles  II.  and  in  th^  year  1648,  we  have  the  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Pollexfcn's  argument,  as  fo  termed,  in  a. printed  cafe  brought  by  the  Eaft  India Com- 
:pany  againft  Thomas  Sands,  an  interloper  ;  who  Ixad  fitted  out  a  fhipfor  India,  without  being 
licenfed  by  that  Company. 

Firft,  Sands,  in  his  defence,  pleaded  a  ftatutc  of  the  eighteenth  of  King  Edward  III.  cap. 
iii.  whereby  itis  cnafted,  ««  That  the  feas  fhall  be  open  for  all  merchants  to  pafs  with  their 
*'  merchandize  wherever  they  pleafe. 

Secondly,  "  The  ftatute  of  twenty-firft  of  King  James,  cap.  iii.  declaring  all  monopolies 
**  to  be  againft  the  common  law; 

Thirdly,  **  That  the  grant  of  any  fole  trade  whatever  is  contrary  to  Magna  Charta,"  (ninth 
of  King  Henry  III.  cap.  xxx.)  "  and  to  divers  other  ancient  ftatutes,  as  the  twenty-fifth  of 
**  King  Edward  III.  cap.  ii.— the  fecond  of  King  Richard  II.  cap.  i.— and  the  elcventli  of 
'"  that  King,  cap.  vii.  both  which  enaft  :  that  all  letters  patent  and  commands,  to  the  con- 
**  trary  of  the  freedom  of  commerce,  fhall  be  void."— Then  he  proceeds  to  (hew,  "  thatan 
**  Eaft  India  Company  is  a  true  monopoly,  as  defcribed  by  our  law  books  ;  and  is  not  like  the 
**  Turkey,  Ruffia,  and  Hamburg  companies,  where  there  is  no  joint-ftock,  but  every  raem- 
**  ber  ufes  liisown  trade,  buys  and  fells  his  own  commodities,  and  has  his  own  fervants  and 
**  faftoi's.  Thefc  companies  only  order  what  fhips  fhall  go,  but  leave  to  every  member  to 
**  fend  his  merchandize  at  his  own  will  and  pleafure ;  and  no  man  is  refufed  to  be  free  of  their 
**  companies  that  has  a  mind,  paying  fome  fmall  fum  for  his  freedom. — But  this  Body-Poh- 
**  tic,  the  Invifible  Corporation,  trades  perhaps  for  a  million  flerling  yearly.  Their  laft  three 
**  fales  that  they  made  came  to  one  million  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and  noboJy  hath 
**  thefe  commodities  but  they.  No  man  can  vote  in  their  company  unlefs  he  has  five  hundred 
^*  pounds  ftock,  which  cofts  above  one  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  to  be  bought.^'         ^ 

In  fliort,  his  lordfhip  laboured,  not  unfuccefs fully,  to  prove  the  company  to  be  a  true  mo- 
nopoly, and  Sands  to  be  innocent,  as  tlic  company  was  not  eftabliftied  by  any  aft  of  Parlia- 
ment. Yet  the  King's  prohibition  for  the  (hip  not  to  fail,  obliged  Sands,  after  a  year's  fuf- 
pence,  to  fell  off  his  fliip  and  cargo,  with  great  lofs.  The  Ihips  and  goods  of  fome  other  inter- 
lopers, as  they  were  then  ftiled,  were  likcwife  feized  and  confifcated  in  the  following  reign,  in 
the  years  1686  and  1687  :  but  they  took  out  no  licence  from  the  company.  All  which  was 
decided  againft  the  fpirit  and  maxims  of  our  common  law,  purely  for  fupporting  a  lawlefs  pre- 
rogative in  the  crown  ;  which,  under  a  better  monarch,  fix  years  after  this  time,  was  ^rccd 
.to  be  legally  .difclaimed. 

About  this  time,  according  to  Dr.  D'Avenant's  Eflay  upon  Ways  and  Means  of  fupplying 
the  War,  London  1695,  the  Poor  Rate,  or  the  cxpence  of  ^maintaining  the  poor  of  England, . 
came  to  about  fix  hundred  and  fixty-five  thoufand  pounds  yearly  :  and,  England  being  cer- 
tainly richer  than  it  was  then,  it  is  the  general  opinion,  that,  in  our  days,  it  cofts  the  nation 
about  two  millions  of  money.  And  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  with  our  auttior^  "  that,  as  this 
*•  money  is  managed  in  moft  places,  ynftead  of  relieving  fuch  as  are  truly  poor  and  impotent^ 
**  which  the  law  dcfigns,  it  ferves  only  to  nourifh  and  continue  vice  and  floth  in  the  nation." 
Such  a  patriot-fpirit  may,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  fome  time  or  other,  ftart  up  in  the  great  council* 
of  the  nation,  as  fhall  be  able  to  devife  an  efFeftual  means  of  obviating  the  too  juft  objcftions 
againft  the  prcfcnt  legal  metliods  of  providing  for  our  poor,  fo  as  to  fave  the  nation  thegrcatcft 
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r684  part  of  thecxpcnce,  and  at  the  fame  time  find  ufeful  employment  for  the  greateft  part  of  ilie 

faid  poor,  now  maintained  in  floth  at  the  public  expence. 

Louis  XIV.  of  France,  in  the  plenitude  of  his  power  and  glory,  delighted,  even  fomev/hat 
Before  this  time,  to  exert  his  infolent  fuperiority,  by  heaping  public  difgrace  on  feebler  ftatcs. 
Of  this  we  have  a  pregnant  inftance  with  refpeft  to  his  treatment  of  the  now  much  decayed  re- 
public of  Genoa.  He  pretended,  in  the  year  1682,  that  the  republic  had  held  certain  fecret 
pra£lices  with  the  Spanifh  governor  of  Milan,  of  which  he  accufed  and  admonilhcd  them  by 
his  Ambaflador  St.  Olon. 

Firft,  It  feems  the  Duke  of  Mantua  had  made  a  treaty  with- Louis,  to  take  all  the  fait  he  ufed 
in  his  country  from  France.  St.  Olon  demanded  of  Genoa  not  only  a  free  pafTage  for  the  faid 
fait  through  their  territories,  but  alfo  leave  to  ereft  magazines  thereof  at  Savona. 

Secondly,  He  demanded,-  tliat  the  republic  (hould  pay  to  the  heirs  of  the  Count  de  Lavagne, 
formerly  a  rebel  Genoefe,  who  were  then  fettled  m  France,  the  amount  of  the  efFefts  which 
that  Count's  rebellion  had  made  to  be  forfeited  to  the  (late. 

Both  thefc  modeft  demands  were  juftly  looked  on  with  indignation  by  the  Genoefe,  more 
cfpecially  that  of  the  fait,  as  interfering  v?ith  their  own  commerce.     The  French  author  of  the 
Hiftory  of  Genoa,  neverthelefs  adds, — **  that  although  this  demand  might  indeed  feem  fome- 
*"•  what  uncommon,  yet  the  republic  on  this  occafion  ought  to  have  yielded  in  favour  of  a^ 
**  prince  now  looked  upon  by  all  the  world  as  the  arbiter  of  the  fate  of  Europe." 

There  was  yet  a  third  inftance  of  infolence,  which  exceeded  both-  the  former,  viz.  Louis's 
declaration, — tliatin  cafe  Genoa  Ihould  fend  to  fea  the  four  new  gallies  they  had  juft  built,  he 
would  conftrue  it  as  an  hoftility  againft  himfelf,  and  would  in  that  cafe  feize  on  all  their  fhips 
and  efFefts  wherever  they  could  be  found.  In  fliort,  Spain  having  broke  with  France  in  the  • 
year  1684,  and  the  Genoefe  having  refufed  to  comply  with  the  above-named  arbitrary  de- 
mands, and  putting  themfelves  under  the  prote£lion- of  Spain,  Louis^  determined  to  bring 
down  their  pride,  as  he  termed  it,  by  bombarding  their  ftately  capital  city,  ainl  laying  it  almoflf 
entirely  in  alhes,  with  hisbombs.and  cannon,  and  tliereby  alfo  deftroying.  multitudes  of  her  ' 
citizens.  Not  content  with  this  cruel  proof  of  his  power  and  refentment,  he  obliged  the  re- 
1685  public,  by  a  treaty,  in  the  year  1685,  to  fend  the  reigning  Doge,  or  head  of  their  ftate,  to 
come  in  his  ducal  robes  to  Verfailles,  with  four  of  the  principal  fenators,  there  folemnly  to 
a(k  pardon  of  the  Grand  Monarch,  in  the  moft  abjeft  manner*  They  were  thereby  alfo  bound 
to  difarin  their  new  gallies,  and  to  reduce  their  naval  force  to  its  former  ftate,  viz.  of  fix  gal- 
lies  only  : — fo  low  was  this  ftate  now  fallen,  whofc  naval  power  had  formerly  been  the  terror 
of  all  the  ftates  onboth  fides  the  Mediterranean.  They  were  moreover  obliged  to  difchargc 
all  the  Spanifti  troops  quartered  on  their  territories,  to  renounce  the  league  with  Spain,  made 
fince  1683,  and  finally,  to  pay  one  hundred  thoufand  crowns  to  the  heirs  ot  their  above-men- 
tioned rebel  fubjeft,  &c.  After  their  humble  compliance  with  thefe  and  fuch-like  moderate 
articles,  this  god-like  nK>narch  condcfcended  to  permit  this  miferably  (battered  people  to  exill 
as  a  free  ftate. 

The  unparalleled  article  of  obliging  the  reigning  Duke  or  Doge  of  Genoa,,  who  reprefents 
the  majetty  of  the  republic,  to  leave  the  feat  of  Ibvereignty,  and  in  his  robes  of  ftate  to  abafe 
himfelf  before  the  Grand  Monarch,  occafioned  a  well  known  witty  reply  of  that  Doge  to  a 
queftion  of  a  French  courtier,  who  afking  him,  *•  which  was  the  greateft  rarity  of  all  the  fine 
•♦•things  he'hadXeen  alParis?''  which  after  bis  humiliation,  .Louis  had  commanded  to  be 
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1685  fhewn  to  him,  facetloufly  replied,  "  that  he  thought  himfelf  tlie  greateft  rarity  he  had  fecn  at 
*«  Paris." 

We  are  now  come  to  the  famous  Revocation  of  what  was  before  deemed  the  perpetual  and 
irrevocable  Edift  of  Nantes  :  by  which  cdift  the  Proteftants  in  France  enjoyed  the  free  and 
public  toleration  and  exerclfc  of  their  religious  mode  of  worfhip,  and  of  their  faith,  doftrine, 
and  dllcipline.  A  revocation  ^vhich,  on  one  hand,  proveH  very  lamentable  to  many  hundred 
tlioniands  of  honeft  and  innocent  people  in  that  kingdom;  more  efpecially  to  fuch  as,  by  age 
and  iniirmities  of  body,  were  difabled  from  fecking  an  afylum  elfewhere  :  but  which,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  produftive  of  much  good  to  almoft  all  the  Proteftant  countries  of  Europe; 
but  aiore  efpecially  to  the  commerce  of  Holland  and  England,  whilft  it  greatly  difturbcJ  that 
of  Frrincc,  and  deprived  her  of  great  fums  of  money  carried  away  by  thofe  refugees  into  other 
countries. 

It  is  neither  our  province  nor  intent  to  defcribe  Louis  the  Fourteenth's  motives  for  fetting 
on  foot  a  cruel  perfeculion  of  fo  many  of  his  beft  and  mod  induftrious  fubjefts  ;  of  which  fo 
much  has  been  written  and  publilhed  in  mod  European  languages  ;  our  proper  province  being 
purely  to  fhew  its  very  confiderable  influence  on  the  commerce  and  manufactures  of  the  other 
nations  of  Europe. 

The  people  whom  Louis  thus  violently  forced  out  of  his  kingdom  were,  generally  through- 
out all  France,  the  beft  merchants,  manufafturers,  and  artificers,  of  that  kingdom.  There 
are  very  various  accounts  of  the  total  number  of  them  :  thofe  who  reckon  up  all  who  retired 
from  France  fome  time  before,  as  well  as  immediately  upon,  and  alfo  fomc  years  after,  this 
revocation,  got  fo  high  as  one  million  of  men,  women,  and  children.  This  pofTiblymaybe 
an  exaggerated  calculation.  Others,  as  the  fuppofed  illuftrious  and  royal  author  of  the  Me- 
moirs of  Brandenburgh,  reckoning  only  thofe  who  withdrew  immediately  upon  the  faid  revo- 
cation, make  their  number  fomewhat  more  than  three  hundred  thoufand  perfons  : — **  carry- 
*f  ing  with  them  their  induftry  and  their  flcill  in^manufafture  to  thofe  places  of  rcfuge.- 
**  Thofe,"  fays  he,  "  who  had  moft  money,  retired  into  England  and  Holland  :  but  the  moft 
**  induftrious  part  of  them  fettled  in  Brandenburgh  ;  whither  they  brought  all  forts  of  manu- 
"  faftures  which  we  before  wanted,  by  erefting  fabrics  of  cloth,  ferges,  ftufFs,  drugget^i 
.  **  crapes,  caps,  ftockings,  hats;  and  alfo  the  dying  of  all  forts  of  colours. — They  were  in 
,  *  number  about  twenty  thoufand  at  firft  ;  but  they  foon  multiplied  :  and  foon  alfo  made  am- 
**  pie  returns  to  their  generous  benefaftor  the  Elcftor  Frederic  William.  Berlin,"  adds  the 
fuppoljbd  royal  hiftorian,  **  now  had  goldfmiths,  jewellers,  watchmakers,  and  carvers;  and 
**  fuch  as  were  fettled  in  the  open  country  planted  tot)acco,  and  variety  of  fruits  and  pulfc. 
**  That  great  Eleftor  allowed  the  refugees  an  annual  penfion  of  forty  thoufand  crowns,  which 
**  to  this  day."  Others  make  the  total  number  of  refugees  to  be  eight  hundred  tlioufand.  A 
part  of  the  fuburbs  of  London,  fays  Voltairt,  in  bis  Age  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  (meaning 
Spitalfields)  was  peopled  entirely  with  French  manufafturers  in  filk.  For  other  arts,  fomc 
thoufands  of  tliem  helped  to  people  the  fuburbs  of  Soho  and  St.  Giles's.  Others  of  them 
carried  to  England  the  art  of  making  chryftal  in  perfeftion,  which  for  that  fame  reafon,  was 
about  this  fame  time,  loft  in  France.  He  fays,  in  vol.  i.  that  "  oi>Iy  fix  hundred  tfioofand 
fled  from  the  perfecution  of  Louis  ;  ^carrying  with  them  their  riches,  their  induftry,  and  im- 
**  placable  hatred  againft  their  King.  And  wherever  they  fettled,  they  became  an  addition  to 
**  the  enemies  of  France,  and  greatly  inflamed  thofe  powers  already  inclined  to  war." 
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1685       It  *niay  feem  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  more  of  them  did  not  fettle  in  England,  confidering 

the  general  liberty  of  this  free  nation  ;  yet,  through  the  too  general  and  impolitic  averfioh  of 
the  Englifh  to  all  ftrangers,  even  though  fullering  for  the  Proteflant  religioji,  and  their  mo- 
nopolizing corporation  cities  and  towns ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the  great  immunities,  &c. 
allowed  them  in  Holland,  Switzerland,  Germany,  and  PrulTia;  we  are  not  to  wonder  that 
not  above  fifty  thoufand  of  them  did  aftually  fettle  in  England ;  where,  inftead  of  doing  us 
hurt,  they  have  proved  a  great  and  manifeft  blelling,  by  improving  fome  of  our  ancient  arts 
and  manufaftures,  and  likewife  by  introducing  various  new  ones.  Others,  however,  think, 
that,  in  all,  there  were  fettled  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  at  leaft  feventy  thoufand  of  thofc 
refugees, 

France,  by  its  profitable  commerce  with  England,  &c.  having  acquired  great  riches  in  the 
times  preceding  this  revocation  ;  did  not  immediately  feel  the  bad  efFefts  of  driving  out  fo 
many  induftrious  merchants,  manufaflurers,  and  artificers  ;  yet,  inprocefs  of  time,  Ihe  found 
licr  m?.nufa£lur€s  and  inland  trade  greatly  decayed  in  confcquence  of  it.  The  Englifli  people, 
affifted  by  thofe  refugees,  having  eflabliflicd  feveral  French  manufaftures  and  fabrics  never 
before  made  in  England  ;  and  which  we  Ihall  never  more  take  from  France,  as  we  have,  in 
moft  cafes,  excelled  our  teachers  in  them.  But  as  many  of  thofe  refugees  were  eminent  mer- 
chants and  manufafturers,  and  did  undoubtedly  bring  along  with  them  much  money  and 
cfFcfts,  I  have  feen  a  computation  at  the  low^cft  fuppofition  of  only  fifty  thoufand  of  thofc 
people  coming  to  Great  Britain,  and  that,  one  with  another,  they  brought  fixty  pounds  each 
in  money  or  cfFefts  ;  fo  that  they  added  three  millions  fterling,  to  the  wealth  of  Britain. 

The  author  of  the  hiftory  of  the  Edift  of  Nantes,  printed  at  Delft,  in  the  year  1695,  takes 
fpecial  notice  of  the  great  number  of  civil  officers  who  had  been  in  the  French  King'j>  fervice ; 
fo  confiderable  as  to  fill  all  the  courts  of  Europe  with  them.  That,  moreover,  fo  many  of 
the  young  noblefle,  trained  up  for  the  army,  withdrew  at  the  fame  time,  as  to  form  whole 
companies  of  foldiers  in  the  Dutch  and  Brandenburg  fervice.  In  England,  even  in  King 
James  tho  Second's  reign,  large  coUeftions  were  made  for  the  refugees  ;  who,  at  the  revolution, 
by  King  William's  accefTion  to  the  throne,  had  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  yearly  each  fettled  on 
fuch  as  either  were  pcrfons  of  quality,  or  were,  through  age,  &:c.  unable  to  fupport  themfelves. 
To  the  French  refugees  England  owes  the  improvement  of  feveral  of  its  manufaftures  of  flight 
woollen  fluffs,  of  filk,  linen,  paper,  glafs,  hats,  (the  two  laft  fince  brought  to  the  utmoft 
pcrfeftion  by  us.)  The  filks  called  alamodes  and  luflrings  were  entirely  owing  to  them  ;  alfo 
brocades,  fattins,  black  and  coloured  mantuas ;  black  paduafoys,  ducapes,  watered  tabbies, 
black  velvets  ;  alfo  watches,  cutlery  ware,  clocks,  jacks,  locks,  furgeons  inflruments,  hard- 
ware, toys,  &c. 

The  two  firfl  Kings  of  Pruffia  caufed  colleftions  to  be  made  for  them  throughout  their  do- 
minions;  they  alfo  fettled  flipends  on  their  clergy,  built  them  churches,  granted  them  immu- 
nities from  taxes  and  offices :  fo  wife  were  thofe  Princes,  as  aftually  to  have  placed  their  agents 
on  the  confines  of  France,  for  conducing  thofc  refugees  to  Brandenburg,  bearing  their  ex- 
pences  all  the  way.  They  alfo  fettled  great  numbers  of  them  in  their  new  kingdom  of  Prulfia, 
which  was  then  but  thin  of  people ;  there  they  had  lands  afligncd  them,  gratis  and  tax  free,  as 
alfo  in  Brandenburg  :  in  Berlin  they  have  fince  built  many  new  llrects,  and,  as  above,  greatly 
improved  the  whole  country,  by  manufafture,  arts,  agriculture,  &c.  Thofe  Kings  divided 
Xhcm  into  colonies,  and  appointed  them  magiftrates  of  their  own. 
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1685  The  great  Eleftor  Frederic  V/illiam  allowed  them  a  yearly  pcnfion  of  forty  thoufand' 
crowns  :  he  brought  in  the  ufe  of  poft  houles,  till  then  unknown  in  Germany.  The  ftrecis 
of  his  towns  were  paved,  and  enlightened  by  lanthorns ;  for  till  tlien  the  courtiers  were  oblig* 
ed  to  go  in  ftilts  to  Potlilam,  when  the  court  rcfided  there,  becaufe  of  the  heaps  of  dirt  in  the 
ftreets. 

*'  Nothing,'*  (fays  Monfienr  Huet,  faid  to  have  been  the  author  of  certain  Memoirs  of  the 
Dutch  Commerce)  •'  has  incrcafed  the  inhabitants  as  well  as  manufaflures  of  Holland  fo  much 
*♦  as  the  French  Proteftant  Refugees,  who  were  almoft  all  of  them  merchants  and  artifans." 
And  even  this  French  and  Popifh  Bifhop  adds,  that  **  whenever  trade  is  clogged  or  conftrain- 
•*  ed  in  any  country,  it  will  retire  to  other  countries  where  it  can  have  more  fafety."  The 
author  of  The  Hiftory  of  the  Edift  of  Nantes,  alfo  obferves,  "  that  the  liberality  of  the  States 
**  General  of  the  United  Netherlands  to  thofc  innocent  refugees  was  fo  great,  that  it  can 
**  fcarcely  be  too  amply  defcribed.  They  fettled  a  fund  for  an  incredible  number  of  penfions 
**  to  military  officers,  gentlemen,  and  miniflers;  and  for  fupplies  to  virgins  and  ladies  of 
*'  quality.  Great  fums  alfo  were  raifed  for  fupporting  their  poor,  Yor  whom  liberal  colleftions 
•*  were  made  in  all  their  towns  and  villages  :  and  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange  were 
**  bright  examples  for  that  charity,  both  before  and  after  they  became  monarchs  of  Britain. 
•*  The  Prince  of  Eaft  Friefland  alfo  teflified  his  zeal  for  their  relief." 

Voltaire,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  his  age  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  chap.  ii.  fays,  **  that 
•*  near  fifty  thoufand  families  left  France  in  the  fpace  of  three  years,  and  were  afterwards  fol- 
"  lowed  by  others;  who  introduced  their  arts,  manufaftures,  and  riches  among  flrangers: 
**  that  almoft  all  the  north  part  of  Germany  (a  country  hitherto  rude  and  void  of  induftry) 
**  received  a  new  face  from  the  multitude  of  refugees  tranflated  thither :  pcophng  entire 
**  cities,  where  ftufFs,  lace,  hats,  ftockings,  formerly  imported  from  France,  were  now  made." 

Neither  were  the  Proteftant  Cantons  of  Switzerland  lefs  kind  and  bountiful  to  fuch  of  thofe 
good  peopfe  who  took  fhelter  amongft  them  ;  by  fupplying  them  with  every  neccifary,  and 
even  by  fettling  penfions  on  them.  In  a  few  montlis  after  this  revocation,  the  city  of  Geneva 
doubled  her  inhabitants :  yet,  left  France  fhould  refent  it,  the  magiftrates  were  obliged  to 
fend  them  away  again^  The  Landgrave  of  Hede-Cafllel  received  them  in  great  numbers,  and 
was  extremely  kind  ta  them.  Even  the  Lutheran  Princes  received  them  kindly,  and  erefled 
churches,  fchools,  and  hofpitals  for  them;  particularly  the  Princes  of  Lunenburg,  the  free 
cities  of  Germany,  the  Margrave  of  Bareith,  &c.  They,  in  fhort,  freed  themfelvcs  through- 
out  every  other  part  of  Europe,  where  any  degree  of  freedom  or  toleration' of  private  judg- 
ment, in  matters  of  religion,  was  allowed,  as  in  Denmark,  Norway,  Sweden,  Livonia,  Po- 
land, and  Ruflia.  Some  even  wandered  as  far  as  our  American  colonies  :  and  wherever  they 
were  received  they  became  a  fubftantial  blcfling  to  their  beiiefaftors,  by  improving  their  trade 
and  manufaftures :  moreover,  many  of  tlicm  having  been  eminent  merchants,  fuch  of  thofe 
who  fixed  in  England  and  Holland,  fettled  correfpondencies  all  over  the  world,  greatly  to  the 
increafe  of  commerce. 

On  this  interefting  fubjeft,  we  can  fcarcely  Judge  it  a  digreffion,  in  joining  with  Pcnfionary 
De  Witt,  in  his,  fo  often  quoted,  Intereft  of  Holland,  in  behalf  of  the  freedom  of  toleration 
of  religion,  *'  as  being  highly  conducive  to  the  increafe  of  commerce  ; — to  the  preferving  our 
"  people  at  home, — and  the  alluring  of  ftrangers  to  come  and  fettle  with  us.  For,"  adds  he, 
•*  all  civilized  people  muft  be  fuppofed  to  pitch  upon  fomc  outward  fervice  of  God  as  the  bcft, 
**  and  to  be  averfe  from  all  other-  forms :  and  fuch  perfons  will  abhor  even  to  travel,  and 
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1685  **  much  more  to  refidc  in  countries  where  they  are  not  permitted  to  fcrvc  God  outwardly* 

**  after  the  manner  they  like  heft.     Yet  the  clergy,  almoft  every  where  but  in  Holland,  having 

"  a  fettled  livelihood,  which  depends  not  on  the  political  welfare  of  the  land,  do,  through 

**  human  frailty,  teach  and  preach  up  all  that  can  have  a  tendency  to  their  own  credit,  .profit, 

**  and  eafe,  even  though  it  be  to  the  ruiii  of  their  own  country.'*     He  then  goes  on  to  (hew 

how  they  perfecute  diflenters  from  them,  odk  theologicOy  as  he  phrafes  it :  "  whereas,"  adds 

he,  "  all  Chriftian  clergymen  ought  to  reft  fatisfied,  according  to  tlieir  matter's  doftrine,  with 

<*  enlightening  and  pcrfuafion  alone,  and  fhould  be  far  from  compulfion,  either  by  fpi ritual 

*'  or  bodily  punifhmcnts.     How  prejudicial  fuch  coercive  praftices  are,  efpecially  in  rich  trad- 

*^  ing  cities,  Lubeck,  Cologne,  and  Aix-Ia-Chapclle  may  inftruft  us;  where  both  the  rulers 

**  and  fubjefts  of  thofe  lately  fo  famous  cities,  have,  fince  the  reformation,  loft  raoftof  their 

*•  wealth,  chiefly  by  fuch  compulfion  in  religion  :  many  of  their  inhabitants  being  driven  out, 

**  afiid  flrangcrs  likewife  difcouragcd  from  coming  to  refide  in  them  in  confequence  of  it, 

Jn  rhis  firft  year  of  King  James  the  Second,  an  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  iv.  granted  to  him 
new  duties  on  tobacco  and  fugar  :  and  this,  we  muft  obferve,  was  the  firft  time  that  tobacco 
andfugar,  of  our  own  colonies,  were  particularly  taxed  byname:  there  being,  till  now,  only 
twelves-pence  per  pound,  or  five  per  cent,  laid  on  them  under  the  general  name  of  poundage, 
as  on  all  other  imported  goods.  But,  fince  this  time,  thofe  two  moft  valuable  commodities 
have  proycd  very  confiderable  aids  to  the  nation,  in  its  revenue. 

French  merchandize  being  prohibited  to  be  imported  into  England,  in  the  year  1678,  as 
we  have  feen,  for  three  years  to  come,  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  feflion  of  Parliament,  and 
there  having  been  no  Parliament  dxiring  the  remainder  of  King  Charles  the  Second's  reign  ; 
King  James  the  Second,  in  the  very  beginning  of  his  reign,  having  great  occafion  for  the 
friendfhip  of  the  French  King,  for  enabling  him  to  accomplifh  the  two  grand  points  he  had 
in  view,  viz.  the  eftablifhing  of  Popery  and  of  defpotic  power  in  England,  got  an  aft  of  Par- 
liament pafled,  cap.  vi.  abfolutely  to  repeal  the  faid  prohibition.  Whereupon  enfued  an  in- 
undation of  French  commodities,  to  the  value  of  above  four  millions  flerling,  within  the 
compafs  of  lefs  than  three  years  time ;  wliereby  all  the  evils  formerly  complainedof  were  re- 
newed ;  fo  that  the  nation  would  have  been  foon  beggared,  had  it  not  been  for  tlie  happy  re- 
volution, in  the  year  1688  ;  when  all  commerce  with  France  was  effeftually  barred. 

The  firft  volume  of  the  authentic  treatife,  entitled.  The  Britiln  Merchant,  p.  319,  gives  it 
us  from  the  Cuftom-houfe  books,  that  the  linen  alone  imported  in  the  year  1686,  was  valued 
at  no  lefs  than  three  hundred  and  ninety-eight  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eleven  pounds  four- 
teen {hillings  and  ten  pence,  befidc  clandeftine  importations  thereof.  And  at  a  medium  of 
three  years,  viz.  in  the  years  1686-7-8,  there  were  annually  imported  from  France,  viz, 
wines,  eighteen  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  ;  brandy,  four  tlioufand  tons. 

And  ibid.ip.  325-6,  at  a  medium  of  three  years,  annually,  in  value  imported  from  France^ 

Linens,                 _                — ,                —  — 

Luftrings  and  alamodcs,  ,^            —  — 

Other  filk  fabrics  —                —  — 

paper                .—   .  —                —  — 
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1685  Such,  however,  were  the  kind  returns  of  Louis,  to  our  then  King,  that  but  two  years 
after  this,  viz.  in  the  year  1687,  he  prohibited  the  importation  of  moft  of  our  woollen  ma- 
nufaftures  into  France.  Yet  fo  violently  bent  was  James  on  purfuing  the  two  grand  points 
above-named,  that,  though  naturally  inclinable  to  favour  commerce,  yet  he  facrificcd  tlie  great 
interefts  of  his  kingdom  rather  than  give  them  up. 

By  arr  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fifteenth  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  cap.  xiv.  the  revenue 
of  the  General  Poft-office,  (and  afterwards  alfo  twenty-four  thoufand  pounds  yearly  out  of  the 
hereditary  excife)  was  fettled  on  the  Duke  of  York  and  his  heirs  male.  In  this  firft  year  of 
the  laft-named  Prince's  reign,  by  the  name  of  King  James  the  Second,  his  obfequious  Par- 
liament enafted,  cap.  xii.  that  both  thofe  revenues  Ihall  hereafter  be  to  him,  his  heirs,  and 
fucceflbrs,  one  entire  and  indefeafible  eflate  in  fee-fimple.  So  that  the  faid  Poft-ofBce  revenue 
was  made  the  King  of  Great  Britain's  private  eftate  for  ever,  and  therefore  is  never  to  be  ac- 
counted for  by  him  to  Parliament,  as  all  public  revenues  are.  It  was  now  eftimated  at  fixty- 
fivc  thoufand  pounds  per  annum. 

For  the  encouraging  of  fliip-building,  greatly  decayed  in  Newcaftle,  Hull,  Yarmouth,  Ipf- 
wich,  and  other  ports  of  England  on  the  eaftern  coafts,  occafioned  chiefly  by  the  employing 
fo  many  foreign  built  fliips  in  the  coal  trade,  (this  is  far  from  being  fo  in  our  days)  and  other 
inland  or  coafting  trades ;  there  was  a  duty  of  five  Ihillings  per  ton  laid  on  all  fuch  fliipping, 
in  this  firft  year  of  King  James  the  Second,  by  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  xviii.  ojie  half  thereof 
to  be  for  the  ufe  of  tlic  cheft  at  Chatham,  and  the  other  to  the  corporation  of  Trinity-houfe, 
towards  the  relief  of  wounded  and  decayed  feamen,  their  widows  and  children. 

The  weftern  fuburbs  of  London  continually  increafing,  more  efpecially  in  the  parifh  of  St, 
Martin  in  the  Fields,  on  a  parcel  of  ground  called  Kemps- field,  whereon  towards  the  latter 
part  of  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  feveral  new  ftreets  were  erefted  ;  the  inhabitants 
had,  in  tliis  year  1685,  obtained  an  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  xx.  to  enable  them  to  cre£l  the 
fame  into  a  diftinft  parilh  by  the  name  of  St.  Anne's  within  the  liberty  of  Weftminfter,  and 
to  tax  themfelves  for  finifhing  their  new  church  of  that  name. 

And  in  the  fame  year  another  aft  of  Parliament,  (the  laft  aft  paffed  in  King  James's  rei^n, 
cap.  xxii.)  erefts  another  parifh  in  the  faid  fuburbs,  to  be  called  St.  James's,  in  the  liberty  of 
Weftminfter  ;  till  now  part  of  the  aforefaid  parifh  of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields.  It  appears  by 
that  aft,  that  the  Earl  of  St.  Alban's  (Henry  Jcrmyn,  then  deceafed)  and  the  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  new  ftreets  called  Jermyn  Street,  &c.  in  a  place  formerly  called  St.  James's  Fields, 
had  been  at  the  expence  of  above  feven  thoufand  pounds  for  erefting  their  new  church  and 
laying  out  their  church  yard,  but  not  having  yet  finifhed  the  faid  church,  nor  a  raanfion- 
houfc  for  its  minifter,  &c.  they  were  hereby  enabled  fo  to  do  by  a  rate  on  the  inhabitants.  It 
appears  by  this  aft,  that  feveral  parts  of  this  new  parifh  were  not  then  built  up  into  ftreets, 
which,  however,  are  fo  in  our  days. 

At  this  time,  and  particularly  in  this  fame  year  1685,  there  was  not  a  little  written  both 
in  England  and  Holland,  on  the  fubjeft  of  making  fea  water  frelh.  Propofals  were  made 
and  patents  granted  for  the  fame,  as  being  of  fo  great  a  benefit  for  failors  on  long  voyages. 
Yet  even  to  this  day,  notwithftanding  various  later  propofals,  there  has  been  no  cffeftual 
progrefs  made  therein  ;  though,  from  fome  fucceflive  difcovcries,  this  projeft  rather  offers 
hopes  of  future  fuccefs. 

In  this  firft  year  of  King  James  the  Second's  reign  he  coined  gold  of  twenty-two  carats  £ne, 
and  two  carats  allay,  into  forty-four  pounds  ten  fhillings  by  tale,  per  pound  of  gold,  viz.  into 

pieces 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF       THE      ORIGIN      OF      COMMERCE.  573 

A.   D        ^ 

1685  pieces  of  ten,  twenty,  and  forty  fhlllings,  and  five  pound  pieces;  and  his  filver  coins  con- 
tained in  a  pound  weight  of  the  old  ftandard,  into  fixty-two  fhillings  by  tale,  viz.  crowns, 
half  crowns,  fhillings,  fix-pences,  groats,  two-pences,  and  pence.  The  ftandards  the  fame 
as  in  our  days. 

Pope  Innocent  XI.  being  loaded  with  fo  vaft  a  debt  to  his  fubjefts,  as  forty  millions  of 
Roman  crowns,  (which  at  live  fhillings  and  fix-pence  ileijing  each,  made  eleven  millions 
llerling)  he  poffibly  topk  the  following  reduftion  fcheme  from  what  had  been  done  by  the 
States  of  Holland  thirty  years  before,  viz.  in  the  year  1655,  as  we  have  fhewn  under  that 
year;  and  as  in  Britain  has  been  often  done  fince,  and  particularly  the  firfl  time  in  the 
year  1716. 

For  that  Pope  finding  that,  in  the  year  1685,  his  faid  great  debt,  with  an  intereft  of  only 
four  per  cent,  thereon,  had  rifen  in  current  price  to  be  worth  one  hundred  and  twenty-twa 
per  cent,  he  firft,  warily,  provided  a  ready  cafh  of  three  or  four  millions  of  crowns ;  and 
thereupon  iffued  a  declaration,  that  fuch  as  would  for  the  future  be  fatisfied  with  an  intereft 
of  three  per  cent,  inftead  of  four,  fliould  declare  their  confent  by  a  limited  time  ;  and  that  fuch 
as  chofe  rather  to  be  paid  off  their  principal  debt,  might  come  and  receive  it.  This  option 
made  all  the  creditors  accept  of  the  propofals  of  continuing  at  three  per  cent,  by  payments  of 
half  per  cent,  every  two  months,  rather  than  take  their  principal  money.  And  it  feems 
though  the  intereft  was  thus  reduced,  the  principal,  in  a  very  fliort  time  after,  rofe  at  market 
Jto  one  hundred  and  twelve  per  cent.  Vide  Bilhop  Burnet's  Letters  and  Travels,  and  alfo 
(from  him)  Paterfon's  Wednefday's  Club  in  Friday  Street. 
^    This  is  the  fecond  inftance  of  the  good  fuccefs  of  a  National  Sinking  Fund,  in  Europe. 

In  France  an  exclufive  company  being  eftabliflied  for  a  trade  to  the  river  of  Senegal,  on  the 
weft  coaft  of  Africa,  for  gum,  gold  duft,  flaves,  leather,  wax,  &c.  from  Cape  Blanco  to  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  in  the  year  1679;  they  were  further  confirmed,  in  1681,  by  tlie  name 
of  the  Royal  Senegal  Company- 

But,  in  the  year,  1685,  the  French  King's  declaration  taking  notice  that  the  faid  SenegaJ 
Company  pofTefled  3n  exclufive  trade  for  an  extent  of  above  fifteen  hundred  leagues  of  coaft, 
and  thereby  excluded  all  his  other  fubjefts  from  trading  in  the  above  commodities,  as  alfo  in 
negro  flaves  for  the  ufe  of  the  French  Weft  India  colonies  :  (this  laft  was  the  true  fecret)  he 
now  eftabhfhes  a  Guinea  Company,  for  twenty  years,  for  negroes,  gold  duft,  &c.  exclufive 
of  all  others,  from  the  river  Serra  Leone  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  leaving  to  the  before- 
named  Senegal  Company  all  the  coaft  from  Cape  Blanco  to  Serra  Leone. 

On  this  occafion,  it  will  be  no  digreflion  to  remark,  the  great  alteration  which  the  tranf-  " 
plantation  of  animals,  as  well  as  of  vegetables,  makes,  by  the  difference  of  climate,  air,  lati- 
.  tude,  &c.  The  Portuguefe  fettled  in  Angola,  &c.  on  the  African  coaft,  in  a  few  generations 
gradually^  contract  the  complexion  of  the  natives,  even  tlieir  woolly  hair,  thick  lips,  and  flat 
nofes  :  and  negroes  born  in  Europe  become  gradually  more  light  coloured.  Our  Englifh 
maftiff^  dogs  are  known  to  de'generate  on  the  continent.  .  Spanilh  horfes  do  the  fame  in  the 
Spanifli  Weft  Indies  ;  yet  in  Chili  alone  they  arc  faid  to  meliorate  the  breed.  By  tranfplant- 
ing  the  vines  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  the  rich  wine  of  the  Canaries  was  firft  produced  ; 
fome  fay  alfo,  that  from  the  faid  vine,  tranfplanted  a  fecond  time  to  the  Dutch  colony  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  has  been  produced  that  moft  delicious  Cape  wine;  though  others  think 
it  fprung  from  a  Burgundy  vine.  ^  The  China  oranges,  which  are  fent  in  fuch  immenfe  quan- 
tities from  Portugal  all  over  Europe,  came  originally  from  a  China  plant,  and  have  fince  been 
3  *  tranfplanted. 
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1685  t ran fplan ted,  arrd  profper  in  Spain  and  Italy.  And  the  fame  may  be  obferved  of  many  other 
fruits,  plants,  and  vegetables,  which,  through  the  advantages  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
all  the  countries  of  Europe  now  enjoy,  though  unknown  to  older  times. 

Although  the  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company's  affairs  were  faid  at  this  time  to  have  been  fo 
Tprofpcrous,  that  its  profits  in  nine  years  time,  viz.  from  1676  to  1685,  amounted  to  nine 
hundred  and  fixty-three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty-ninp  pounds;  yet,  as  all  things  on 
earth  are  unliable,  a  reverfe  of  fortune  happened  at  this  -very  period. 

It  feems  the  Indians  had  killed  fome  of  this  company's  people  at  Hughley,  in  the  Bay  of 
Bengal,  and  that  thereupon  their  governors  commenced  war  againft  the  Mogul. 

The  company  alleged,  that  the  proper  origin  of  this  war  was  the  falfe  reports,  induftrioufljr 
fpread  by  the  interlopers,  againft  tliem ; — fuch  as,  that  the  compauy  was  fallen  under  the 
xlifpleafure  of  our  King; — that  our  nation  at  home  was  under  great  difturbances; — and  that 
they  themfclves  (the  interlopers)  were  the  true  company.  They  alfo  had  corrupted  manjof 
the  company's  fcrvants,  whereby  a  revolt  had  been  occafioned  at  Bombay,  and  alfo  at  St. 
Helena,  where  they  fet  up  for  themfelves.  The  company  further  urged,  that  this  dividing 
the  Englifh  intereft  in  India,  not  only  made  the  Mogul's  governors  and  rajas  break  through 
all  their  ancient  engagements  and  ftipulations  with  tiie  company,  and  thereby  deprive  them  of 
many  valuable  privileges  in  India,  but  even  extorted  great  fums  of  money  from  both  parties. 
For  the  company  alleged,  that  the  interlopers  fubmitted  to  any  impofitions,  fo  as  they  might 
carry  on  tlie  trade;  they  having,  moreover,  formerly  given  a  handle  to  the  Dutch  to  expel 
the  company  from  Bantam,  in  the  year  1682. 

All  which  confiderations  being  laid  before  Kmg  James  the  Second,  and  it  being  apprchcnd- 
<cd,  that,  unlefs  fome  effeftual  care  was  fpeedily  taken,  the  whole  Englilh  intereft  in  India 
would  be  utterly  loft ;  a  (hip  of  war  was  immediately  difpatched  to  India,  with  orders  to  fcizc 
on  all  interlopers,  and  therewith  a  proclamation  from  the  King  for  all  his  fubjcAs  in  India  to 
repair  to  the  company's  forts  and  faftories,  and  to  fubmit  to  their  jurifdiftion.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  company  fent  out  feveral  warlike  fhips  for  the  faid  purpofe. 

Laftly,  For  corroborating  the  whole,  on  the  twelfth  of  April  1686,  tliat  King  granted  them 

a  new  charter,  being  tlicir  fixth  fince  the  reftoration^  wherein  he  recites,  at  large,  the  five 

preceding  charters,  and  fubjoins,  "  That,    whereas  feveral  perfon^,    in  contempt  of  thofc 

**  charters,  have,  of  late  years,  prefumed,  without  licence  from  tlie  company,  to  fend  out 

**  (hips  and  to  trade  within  their  limits,  to  the  company's  great  damage  and  the  deflruflion 

**  of  that  trade ; — he,  well  weighing  how  highly  it  imports  the  honour  and  welfare  of  the 

'**  realm  to  redrefs  fuch  diforders,  and  to  improve  that  trade  to  the  utmoft:  and  being  fully 

••*  fatisficd,  that  the  fame  cannot  be  maintained  and  carried  on  to  national  advantage,  but  by 

*•  one  general  joint  ftock ;  and  that  a  loofc  and  general  trade  will  be  the  ruin  of  th    whole: 

*«  being  alfo  fati^fied,  that  the  faid  trade  had  been  managed  by  the  faid  company  to  the  honour 

'*  and  profit  of  this  nation:  and  being  defirous  to  encourage  the  company  in  their  difficult 

**  and  hazardous  trade  and  adventures  to  thofe  remote  parts.     He  ratified  all  the  preceding 

*'  charters,  in  their  favour,  for  ever;  and  in  their  fulleft  extent,  notwithftanding  any  non- 

"  ufer,  mifufer,  or  abufer :  and  further  grants  to  the  company,  and  their  rcfpeftive  prefidenis, 

**  agents,  chiefs,  and   councils  in  India,  or  to  any  three  of  them,  (whereof  fuch  prcfident, 

•**  agent,  or  chief,  to  be  one)  power  to  adminiftcr  to  all  perfons,  employed  by  the  cortipany, 

'**  the  oath  taken  by  every  freeman  of  the  company,  and  fuch  other  lawful  oaths  as  their  Court 

-**  of  DircSoTS  (hall  appoint.     The  ufc  of  the  marftial  law  (hall  extend  to  the  ifle  of  St.  Hc- 

«  Icna, 
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1685  "  lena,  and'  to  the  company's  fort  of  Pryaman,  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Sumatra,  as  well  as  tcr 

"  their  other  limits. 

"  And,  farther,  underftanding,  that  many  of  the  native  princes  and  governors  of  India^ 
*^  &c.  taking  opportunity  from  the  divifions,  diftraftions,  or  rebellions  amongft  the  Englifhr 
**  occafioned  by  the  late  licentious  trading  of  interlopers,"  (this  was  the  firft  time  that  the 
word  interlopers  was  ufed  in  a  royal  charter)  **  have  of  late  violated  many  of  the  company's 
•*  privileges;  furprfzed  their  fervants,  fhips,  and  goods;  befieged  their  factories ;  invaded 
**  their  liberties;  and  have,  many  other  ways,  without  juft  caufe,  abufed  their  chiefs  and^ 
**  faftors,  to  the  nation's  dilhonour ;  for  all  which  the  company  intends  to  demand  fatisfac- 
"  tion,  in  a  peaceable  way ;  and,  if  not  obtained  that  way,  to  ufe  force  of  arms,  wherein  they 
**  will  have  occafion  to  ufe  their  Ihips  in  a  warlike  manner.  Wherefore  the  King  hereby 
**  grants  full  power  to  the  company  to  appoint  admirals,  vice  admirals,  rear  admirals,  cap- 
**  tains,  &c.  from  time  to  time,  who  may  raife  and  mufter  feamen  and  foidiers,  on  board 
^*  their  fhips,  as  (hall  be  direfted  by  the  company,  or  by  their  captain-general  in  India,  who 
•*  may  feize  on  and  compel  all  Englilh  interlopers  to  fubmit;  and  may  take  their  fhips  and 
"  goods  ;  alfo  to  make  war  on  fuch  Indian  Princes  as  may  hurt  the  company.  And  in  time 
**  of  open  hollility  with  any  Indian  nation,  &c.  they  may,  on  the  other  fide  the  Cape  of 
"  Good  Hope,  ufe  the  martial  law  on  board  their  fliips,  as  well  as  on  land  :  referving,  how- 
**  ever,  liberty  to  the  King,  at  pleafure,  to  revoke  this  grant  of  martial  law  in  their  fhips. 
**  The  company  may  alfo  coin  in  their  forts  any  fpecTes  of  money  ufually  coined  by  the 
•*  princes  of  thofe  countries  only;  fo  as  it  be  agreeable  to  the  ftandards  of  thofe  princes,  in 
**  weight  and  finenefs ;  and  that  they  do  not  coin  any  European  money; — and  that  all  fuch 
**  money,  fo  to  be  coined  by  them,  and  not  otherwife,  Ihall  be  current  in  any  city,  town^ 
<*  port,  or  place,  within  the  company's  limits." 
x6S6  In  confequence  of  the  great  power  given  to  the  company  by  this  charter,  they  proceeded  ^ 
rigoroufly  againft  the  interlopers  ;  who,  on  the  other  hand,  by  their  abettors  and  agents,  did 
.  not  fail  to  raife  a  great  clamour  againft  the  company,  who,  however,  continued  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  thofe  powers  till  after  the  acceffion  of  King  William  to  the  throne. 

As  Jamaica  was  hitherto  principally  inhabited  by  the  military  men,  and  their  offspring, 
who  had  poflefled  it  ever  fince  it  was  taken  in. the  year  1656,  thofe  people,  as  generally  diP- 
liking  agriculture,  betook  themfelves  to  cruifing  at  fea  againft  the  Spaniards,  on  the  American 
fcas,  even  after  peace  had  been  concluded  between  England  and  Spain,  in  America ;  and, 
allured  by  the  wealth  acquired  thereby,  they  continued  that  illegal  practice  throughout  all  the 
reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  to  this  time,  and  got  the  appellation  of  the  Buccaneers 
of  Jamaica  ;  fome  of  whofe  bold  exploits  againft  the  Spanifh  towns  and  ports  in  Mexico,  &c. 
would  pafs  for  mere  romances,  had  they  not  been  too  well  known  by  both  nations. 

In  this  fame  year   1686,  the  French,  though  at  peace  with  England  in  Europe,  marched 
from  Canada,  over  land,  and  furprized  four  of  the  Hudfon's  Bay  Company's  forts ;  fo  that 
there  only  remained  to  us  the  fort  at  Port  Nelfon  :  and  this  is  the  lirft  time  the  French  founds 
the  way  over  land,  from  Canada  to  that  Bay. 

In  November,  this  fame  year,  the  Kings  of  England  and  France  concluded  a  treaty  of 
peace  and  neutrality  for  America;  (vide  vol.  i.  p.  246,  of  A  General  Collection  of  Treaties, 
fecond  edition,  1732,)  whereby, 

Articles  I.  and  II.  "  It  was  agreed,  that  there  fhould  be  between  them  a  firm  peace,  as 
**  well  in  Soutli  as  in  Nortli  America,  in  both  continent  and  iflands,  by  fea  and  land  :  and 
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1686  ^^  that  no  (hips  of  either  nation  Ihall  be  permitted  to  invade  or  attack  the  dominions  of  the 
**  other  in  America. 

III.  "  Nor  Ihall  any  foldiers,  or  armed  men,  living  either  In  the  Englifh  or  French  Ame- 
*'  rican  iflands  and  colonies,  commit  any  aft  of  hoftility  or  damage  to  either  party  ;  nor  Ihall 
*'  they  give  any  afllftancc  or  fupplics  of  men  or  viftuals  to  the  wild  Indians,  with  whom  citiicr 
^*  King  (hall  have  war. 

IV.  V.  *^  Both  Kings  (hall  retain  and  poflTefs  all  the  dominions  and  prerogatives  they  now 
^^  enjoy  in  America.  And  therefore  the  fubjefts,  inhabitants,  commanders,  and  mariners  of 
**  each  King,  refpeftively,  (hall  abfolutely  abftain  from  tradihg  to,  or  fifhing  in  all  or  any 
**  of  the  places  fo  poflTelTed,  or  which  (hall  be  pofTefled  by  the  other;  either  in  their  havens, 
**  bays,  creeks,  roads,  or  other  places.  And  (hips  or  veflTels  found  fo  trading  orfifhingas 
**  aforefaid,  (hall  be  confifcated  with  their  ladings : — Always  provided,  that  the  freedom  of 
**  navigation  be  in  no  manner  difturbed,  where  nothing  is  committed  againft  the  genuine 
'*  fenfe  of  this  treaty. 

VI.  •*  Ships  of  war,  asvvell  as  merchant  (hips,  being  forced  through  (Irefs  of  weather,  or 
"  purfued  by  pirates  and  enemies,  or  through  any.  other  urgent  necelTity,  to  take  (hclter  into 
*'  any  of  the  rivers,  creeks,  havens,  ports,  &c.  belonging  to  the  other  in  America,  (liall  be 
**  treated  kindly,  protefted,  and  fupplied  with  refre(hments  and  all  things  needful,  at  reafon- 
•*  able  rates  ;  and  may  depart  whither  and  when  they  (hall  pleafe.  Provided  they  do  not  break 
**  bulk,  nor  fell  any  of  their  ladings,  nor  receive  any  merchandize  onboard,  nor  employ 
**  themfelves  in  fi(hing ;  under  the  forfeiture  of  Ihips  and  goods.  But  before  they  enter  fuch 
'*  ports,  they  (hall,  at  coming  in,  hangout  the  flag  of  their  nation,  and  (hall  alfo  give  notice 
*'  of  their  fo  coming  in,  by  firing  a  cannon  tlirice,  or,  if  they  have  no  cannon,  a  muikct 
^*  thrice :  otherwife  they  (hall  forfeit  as  above. 

VII.  **  Ships  of  either  nation,  ftranded  or  (hip wrecked,  (hall  have  friendly  alTiftance  and 
**  relief. 

VIIL  **  But  if  three  or  four  (hips  together  be  driven  into  the  ports  of  either  nation,  fo 
**  as  to  give  juft  ground  of  fufpicion ;  they  (hall  (lay  no  longer  than  the  governor  or 
^'  other  magillrate  of  fuch  port  will  allow  tliem,  after  fupplying  them  with  ncceflaiies  as 
•**  above. 

IX.  "  The  King  of  Great  Britain's  fubjefts,  of  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftophcr,  may  fetch 
"  fait  from  the  fait  ponds  there.  As,  on  the  other  hand,  the  French  fubjefts  of  St.  Chrif- 
^*  topher's  may  enter  into  the  rivers  of  the  great  road,  to  provide  themfelves  with  water. 
"  But  both  thefe  mutual  permi(rions  muft  only  be  done  in  the  day  time.  And  they  (hall 
**  on  both  fides  hang  out  their  flags  and  fire  a  cannon  thrice,  ice.  as  in  tlie  fixth  article." 
St.  Chriftopher's  (as  wc  have  already  feen)  was  equally  divided  between  England  and 
France. 

X.  *-'  Neither  nation  (hall  harbour  the  barbarous  or  wild  inhabitants  or-  (laves,  or  the 
*'  goods  which  they  may  have  taken  from  the  fubjefts  of  the  other  nation ;  nor  (hall  they 
**  proteft  them. 

XI.  **  The  go\^rnors,  officers,  and  fubjefts  of  either  nation  (hall  not  moleft  nor  difturb 
'*  the  fubjefts  of  the  other,  in  fettling  their  refpeftive  colonies,  and  in  their  commerce  and 
^*  navigation. 

XII.  XUI.  "  The  (liips  of  war  and  privateers  of  either  nation  (hall  be  (Iriftly  enjoined  not 
"  to  injure  the  other,  as  (hall  alfo  their  privileged  companies :  otherwife  tliey  (hall  be  punilh- 
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1686  *^  cd,  and  alfo  fatlsfy  for  all  damagcs.^For  which  end,  they  fliall  b^  qbUgcd,  before  they  to-j 

"  ccive  their  commiflions,  to  give  fccurity  to  the  amount  of  o;ie  t;hQqfand  pofipd^  flerliog,  or 

**  thirteen  thoufand  livres  :  and  if  any  fuch^  iKip  has  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  misni^^  then 

^       "  for  two  thoufand  pounds  fterUng,  or  twenty-fix  thoufand  liVres  :  on  pa^n  of  forfeiting  their 

*«  commiflions.— Alfo  the  ijiip  (haU  he  liable  to  make  fatbfaflion  for  injuries  and  damages 

<*  done  by  her.  .  -  .  ' 

XIV.  "  The  governors  ani  officers  .of  either  .nation  ihall  be  ftriftly  enjoined  to  give  no 
**  afliftance  nor  proteftion  to  any  pirates^  0/  what  natioja  foever  th^y^may  be  :  and  fhall 
**  alfo  punifli,  as  pirates,  all  fuch  as  flialliit  oat  any  Ihip  jvithout  Uwfulpommiflion  and  au- 
**  thority.  -  -  -  -  " 

XV.  *'  No  fubjeSs  of  either. King  (hall  take  a  commiflion  or  letters  of  mart  for  privateer- 
^*  ing  in  America,  from  any  prince  or  ftate  with  which  the  other ^^  ^t  war;  ptherwife  he 
•*  fhall  be  punifhed  as  a  pirate.  . 

XVI.  "  The  French  JCir^'s  fubjefts  fhall  have  liberty  to  fi(h  for  turtles  in  the  ifla^d  of 
**  Cayaman." — A  fmall  ifland  weft  of  Jamaica. 

The  other  four  articles  are  of  no  importance,  being  only  the  \fifaal  forms  of  provifos,  in  cafe 
of  a  rupture  between  the  two  Rations,  or  of  complaints  of  differences  arifing  on  either  fide  in 
America. 

It  is  eafy  to  fee,  by  this  remarkable  treaty,  how  cgregioufly  the  French  King  impofed  on 
his  dupe.  King  James.     Forj    '  , 

Firfl,  The  American  ifles  belonging  to  France,  were  then  much  more  feeble  than  ours  ; 
and  as  the  Buccaneers  from  Jamaica  might  poflibly  have  made  very  free  with  them,  James 
hereby  gave  them  entirely  up  as  pirates. 

Secondly,.  The  uti poj^dctis,  hereby  ftipulated,  fecurcd  to  France  the.pofleflion  of  fome  of, 
her  colonies,  to  which  England,  till  now,  had  ftrong  pretcnfions*— And, 

Thirdly,  It  may  be  faid,  that,  by  this  pacification,  France  had  an  advantageous  refpite  for 
the  improving  of  both  her  ifland  and  continent  colonies  in  America,  and  of  which  fhe  made  a 
very  good  ufc  to  our  cofl. 

Fourthly,  Herejs  no  mention  of  the  four  forts  taken  from  our  company  in  Hudfon's  Bay^ 
not  known  in  England  when  this  treaty  was  concluded. 

We  mufl:,  however,  on  the  other  hand,  obferve,  that  by  thefe  treaties  of  peace  and  neutral* 
ity,  for  America: 

Firfl,  Between  Spain  and  Holland,  in  1648. 

Secondly,  Between  Portugal  and  Holland,  in  1661. 

Thirdly,  Between  England  and  Spain,  in  1670.     And, 

Fourthly,  The  laft  named  treaty  between  England  and  France ;  the  'poflcflions  of  tho/c  fe« 
veral  potentates,  in  America,  were  afcertained,  and  the  freedom  of  commerce  in  thofe  fcas  was 
more  firmly  eflablifhed  than  had  hitherto  been  efFefted. 

The  Dutch  being,  in  this  year  i636,  at  war  with  the  Algerlnes,  the  latter  were  fhamefully 
encouraged  therein  by  King  James  11.  of  England,  who,  for  fome  time,  permitted  them  the 
life  of  his  ports,  and  to  fell  their  prizes  in  England  ;  whereby  they  had  opportunities^  as  ob- 
ferved  by  Burchett,  in  his  Naval  Hiftory,  to  go  out  as  they  pleafcd,  and  to  pruife  again  ft  the 
Hollanders,  from  whom,  in  the  fpace  of  fiK  montlis,  the  Algcrines  took,  in  or  near  the  Chan- 
nel, above  thirty  rich  merchant  fhips.  , 
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2686  According  to  Sir  William  Pctty's  fourth  Eflay  on  Political  Arithmetic,  licenfcd  in  the  year' 
1686,  and  printed  in  the  year  1687,  the  proportion  of  the  eight  under-named  cities^  as  to* 
their  number  of  inhabitants,  is  as  follows,  viz. 

London,  -  -  -  -  696,000 

Paris,  -  •  ^  -  ^      488,000* 

Amfterdam  -  •  .      .•  187,000* 

Venice-,  -  -  -  -  1^4,000* 

Rome,  -  -  -  -  125,000 

Dublin,  -  -^  -  -  69,000' 

Rouen  --  -  -  -  66,ooo* 

BriftoK  '  -  •  48,000* 

N.  B.  He  makes  the^raedimn  of  the  annual  burials  at  Londbn  to  be  twenty-three  thoufand 
t^o  hundred  and  twelve,  which  number  multiplied  by  thirty,  as  one  perfon  out  of  every 
thirty  is  generally  fuppofed  to  die  in  London  in  a  year,  giv^  fix  hundred  and  ninety-fix  thou- 
fand three  hundred  and  fixty. 

This  humour  of  magnifying  London,^  and  of  leflening  Paris  and  other  foreign  cities,  was 
probably  pleafing  to  the  King ;  but^  L  conceive,  was  far  from  being  juft.  And  with  refpcft 
to  London's  medium  of  burials,  furely  the  bills  of  mortality  in  our  time  muft  be.  cgregiotifly 
erroneous,  if^  after  fo  many  thoufand  houfes  have  bcea  added  to  London,  it  does  not,  per- 
haps, much  exceed  that  number.  This,  therefore,  could  anfwer  no  good  end,  and  way  only 
deceiving  ourfehres.  Pbfllbly  every  one  of  the.faid  cities  marked  thus  *  are  confiderably  under 
computed,  but  more  efpecially  Paris  and^  Amfterdam';  which  furely  could  anfwer  no  wife  or 
folid  purpofe. 

In'the  year  1687,  King  James  IL  of  Engfand,  appointed  commiflToners  to  treat  with  thofe 
appointed  by  the  French  King,  forthcreftitution  of  the  Englilh  forts  taken  the  preceding  year 
in  Hudfon's  Bay.  Thofe  commiflioners  reported  to  King  James,  that  they  had  clearly  made 
ouHris  abfolute  right  to  the  whole  bay  and  ftreightof  Hudfoiv,  and  to  the- lands  adjoining,  as- 
well  as  to  the  forts  taken  by  France,  and  the  fole  trade  to  all  parts  withm 'the  faid  ftreight  and 
bay.  Whereupon  our  fatd  King  declared-;  that  lie  woujd  infift  on  full  reftilution,  and  on  fa- 
tisfaftion  to  the  company,  whofelofe,  by  the  invafion  of  the  French  in  the  preceding  year,, 
amoumted  to  one  hundred  and  eight  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fourteen- pourrds  nineteen  fliil- 
lings  and  eight  pence,  as  was  afterwards  fet  forth  by  the  company  in  their  petition  to  Qiieca 
Anne,^  in  the  year  171a,  tliough  never  paid  to  this  diy.  The  refult  of'this  patched  up  treaty 
with  France  was,  that  Louis  agreed  to  reftorc  thofe  forts  ta  the  company :  yet  being  fure  of 
our  King,  he  retained  Fort  Charles  in  his  hands  ;  according  to  Roger  Coke,,  in^his  laft  page 
of  the  Deteflion  ofthe  Court  and  State  of  England. 

In  this  fame  year  1687',  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  fliips  imported^from  tlic  ifle  of  Ceylon,  one 
hundred  and  feventy  thoufand  pounds  weight  of'cinnamon*:  which,  though  lefs  in  quaalliy 
than  in  fomc  years  before,,  dbcs,  neverthelefi,  demonftrate  the  great  importance  of  tlat  ifland* 
to  the  company. 

We  may  here,  once  more  remark,  that  perfecution,  and  the  dread  of  tjie  prevalence  of  Pc 
pery,  dicf,.  in  this  reign,  as  well  as  towards  the  clofc  of  the  laft,  drive  numbers  of  Protcftant 
Diflenters  to  fettle  in  New  England,  New  York^  &c.  which  brought  a  confidcrablo  acceffion. 
of  ftrcngth  and  improvement  to  thofe  colonies.- 
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4687  Poat-Chartram,  the  French  Prime  Miniftcr,  being  an  enemy  to  their  Eaft  India  Company, 
it  is  no  wonder  that  they  did  not  prof  per.  Their  importing  imraenfc  quantities  of  white  cot- 
tons, and  caufing  them  to  be  painted  in  France,  in  the  manner  of  the  Indies,  drew  the  enmi- 
ty of  the  French  manufafturers  upon  them,  the  falc  of  thd  company's  cottons  and  fiiks  being 
_cxceffively  injurious  to  them  :  fo  that  Pont-Chartrain  procured  an  cdift  of  this  year  1687,  ^' 
jainft  the  unlimited  importation  thereof;  in  confequence  of  which,  that  company  declined 
more  and  more :  and  the  war  of  the  grand  alliance  againft  France  alio  dcprefled  that  company 
much  ;  which,  in  faft,  was  never  able  to  fucced  lo  any  great  purpofe,  till  after  the  peace  of 
Utrecht:  in  the  mean  time,  having  no  ability  themfelves  to  carry  on  an  extenfive  trade,  tlKy 
were  conftrained  to  let  out  their  privileges  to  fome  private  merchants  of  St.  Maloes,  who  got 
rich  by  a  trade  in  which  the  company  could  not  profpcr  :  and  ihiis  it  remained  till  the  regency 
of  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  in  the  minority  of  Louis  XV.  and  the  year  1719. 
j688  The  gradual  increafe  of  England's  foreign  commerce  and  home  manufafturcs,  the  improve- 
ment of  her  lands  and  mines  at  home,  and  of  her  foreign  colonies  and  plantations,  had  occa- 
iioned  great  wealth  to  be  accumulated  in  the  fpace  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  paft ; 
4he  nation  not  having  been  engaged  much  or  long  in  foreign  wars,  and  thofe  too  raoftly  or 
.principally  naval  ones,  which  had  not  caufed  much  of  our  treafure  to  be  carried  from  us,  an/ 
mor<;  than  did  our  own  civil  wars.  From  thefe,  and  fimilar  confiderations,  fome  authors, 
who  wrote  foon  after  this  time,  have  been  of  opinion,  that  the  Englifli  nation  was  now  in  its 
zenith  of  commercial  profperityi  yet,  fince  that  period,  notwithftanding  our  many  and  very 
^xpenfive  foreign  land  wars,  the  great  confumers  of  treafure,  we  are  very  much  increafed  in 
■comipercial,  as  well  as  in  roy^l  Ihipping ; — in  our  manufaflures  and  foreign  plantations,  and 
in  almoft  every  part  of  our  general  commerce,  both  foreign  and  domeflic.  Neverthelefs,  it 
niuft  needs  be  acknowledged,  that  about  this  fame  year  1688,  we  w6re  arrived  at  a  very  great 
degree  of  profperity  in  all  the  before  mentioned  refpefts  ;  for  the  proof  and  illuftration  of 
which,  the  following  brief  memoirs  of  feveral  very  able  authors  will  afford  us  confiderable 
light,  viz. 

I.  We  have  an^eminent  inftance  of  the  increafe  of  England's  commerce  and  (hipping,  in 
^nly  twonty-two  years  fpace,  from  D'Avenant's  Difcourfes  on  the  public  Revenue  and  Trado 
of  England,  and  alfo  from  Colliber's  Hiftory  of  Englifli  Naval  Affairs,  printed  in  bdavo,  fe- 
cond  edition,  in  the  year  1 739,  if  the  computations  be  abfolutelyexaft,  "  that  the  toxinage  of 
**  the  merchant  fliiips  of  England,  in  this  year  1688,  was  near  double  to  the  ton  nge  of  die 
^^  year  i  666. 

**  Alfo  that  the  tonnage  of  the  navy  royal,  which,  in  tj^e  year  1660,  was  only  fixty-two 
**  thoufand  five  hundred  and  ninety-four  tons,  was,  in  this  year  1688,  increafed  to  one  hun- 
**  dred  and  one  thoufand,  and  thirty-two  tons," 

IL  D'Avenant  further  acquaints  us,  in  part  ii.  of  his  faid  Difcourfes,  o£tavo,  16^8,  p.  42^ 
with  what  he  muft  have  beenperfeftly  well  verfed  in,  as  he  was  Infpeftor  General  of  the  Cuf- 
toms,  **  that  in  the  year  1666,  the  farm  of  the  cuftoms  of  England  was  but  threedhundred  and 
**  ninety  thoufand  pounds  yearly.  Yet,  from  Michaelmas  1671  to  Michaelmas  1688,  being 
**  feventeen  years,  the  cuftoms  yielded  net  to  the  crown,  nine  million  four'hundred  and  forty* 
**  feven  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety-nine  pounds,  which,  at  a  medium,  was  per  an- 
"-num,  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  thoufand  kytn  hundred  and  fifty-two, pounds." 

III.  The  fame  able  author  gives  us  alfo  a  view  of  the  gradual  incrcafe^of  the  general  rcnta 
#f  England,  occafioned  principally  by  the  increafe  of  our  commercei  and  in  part  alfo  by  the 
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1688  great  improvements  made  in  lands,  by  inclofing,  ipanuriiig,  and  taking  in  of  waftc  groundf,, 
and  meliorating  of  what  was  poor  and  barren,  viz. 

^  "  The  general  rental  of  England,  for  lands,  hoiifes,  and  mines,  be- 
^  fore  we  became  confiderable  in  trade,  viz.  about  the  year  1600,  did  not 
"  exceed,  per  annum  -  -  -  -  -  6,000,000 

**  Which  general  rental  we  take  now  (/.  e.  in  the  year  1698)  to  be         -  14,000,00a 

"  Moreover,  in  the  year  1600,  the  faidfix  millions,  at  twelve  years  purchafc, 
**  (the  common  price  of  lands  at  that  period)  was  worth  but  -  -  72,000,000 

**  But  the  lands,  &c.  of  England,  at  the  rental  of  fourteen  millions,  and 
"  worth  eighteen  yeafs  purchafe,  in  the  year  1688,  amounted  to  -  252,000,000 

How  amazing  is  this  alteration,  in  the  fpace  of  lefs  than  one  century. 

So  profperous  was  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company  at  this  time,  according  to  Conful  Ker's 
Remarks  on  Holland,  publiftied  at  Amfterdam,  in  this  fame  year  1688,  and  fince  in  Englifli, 
in  Kcr  of  Kerfland's  Memoirs,  "  that  they  were  faid  to  have  thirty  thoufand  men  in  conftaat 
•*  pay,  and  above  two  hundred  capital  fhipSy  befide  floops,  ketches,  and  yachcs." 

The  fame  author,  treating  of  the  city  and  republic  of  Hamburg,  obferves,  **  That  its  thca 
**  greatnefs  and  vaft  commerce  were  partly  occafioned  by  the  refidence  of  our  Englifh  Com- 
"  pany  of  Merchant  Adventurers  ;  but  ftill  much  more  by  the  Nctherland  .Proteftants,  who, 
♦*  in  the  Duke  D'Alva's  time  forfook  the  Low  Countries  and  fettled  here  ;  and  by  the  Protef- 
•*  tants  turned  out  of  Cologne  and  other  parts  of  Germany;  even  although  Hamburg  be 
**  forced  to  keep  fix  or  feven  thoufand  men  in  pay,  to  guard  againft  the  continual  alarms  of 
•*  the  King  of  Denmark,  or  other  neighbours  ;  befides  two  or  three  (hips  of  war  to  guard 
•*  their  merchant  fliips  from  pirates  ;  yet  their  wealth  and  trade  increafe  daily.-^And  it  is  bc- 
**  believed,  that,  fmall  and  great,  there  are  belonging  to  this  conmionwcalth,"  (f.  e.  Ham- 
burg) "  five  thoufand  fail  of  lllips. — This  author  muft  furely  be,  in  fome  degree,  miftaken, 
even  althougH  he  fhould  include  in  this  computation,  all  the  hoys,  lighters,  &c.  employed  in 
carrying  goods  up  and  down  the  river  Elbe,  &c. 

He  adds,  **  That  after  Amfterdam,  Genoa,  and  Venice,  the  bank  of  Hamburg  is  reckon- 
**  ed  the  chief  in  credit :  but  in  trade  the  faid  city  is  accounted  the  third  in  Europe,  and 
♦*  comes  next  to  London  and  Amfterdam,  fhe  being  now  become  the  magazine  of  Germany, 
*'  and  of  the  Baltic  and  Northern  Seas. — Hamburg  gives  great  privileges  to  the  Jews,  and  to 
•*  all  ftrangers  wliatever  :  but  more  efpecially  to  the  before-named  Englifh  Company  of  Mer- 
•*  chant- Adventurers  ;  to  whom  they  allow  a  large  builtiing,  where  they  have  a  church,  and 
.  **  wherein  the  deputy-governor,  fecretary,  minifters,  and  other  officers  of  the  company  live, 
*•  to  whom  the  magiftrates  make  an  annual  prefent  of  wine,  beer,  fheep,  falmon,  and  ftur- 
•*  geon,  in  their  feafons.'^ — Yet  he  acknowledges  their  bigotry,  iii  not  permitting  the  Calvi- 
nifts  to  have  a  public  church  within  their  city,  who  are  forced  to  go  out  of  the  gates  to  Alte- 
na^  a  fine  vilfage,  a  quarter  of  an  hour's  walk  from  Harriburg,  belonging  to  the  King  of  Den- 
mark :  wtoo^  though  a  Lutheran  prince,  has  the  wifdom  to  allow  the  Calvinifts  a  public 
church  there  :  which  conduft  of  the  Hamburgers  may  poflibly  hereafter  turn  to  their  great  pre- 
judice. He  aifo  obferves,  that  the  city  of  Lubeck  has  been  guilty  of  the  fame  bigotry ;  which 
city  is  at  prefent  much  fallen  from  its  priftine  fplendour  and  commerce,  having  been  in  old 
times  fo  powerful,  as  to  wage  war  againft  Denmark  and  Sweden,  and  to  conquer  fevcral  of 
.  their  places  and  iflands,  &c.     But  here  our  author  Ihould  have  obfervcd,  thatgenerallf  thofc 
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1688  **  conqucfts  were  made  by  Lubeck  only  as  the  head,  but  in  the  name,  and  by  the  aids  of  the 
other  cities  of  the  Hanfeatic  League. 

We  have  clfewhere  traced  the  rife,  profperity,  and  declenfion  of  that  city,  and  (hall  there- 
fore now  only  obferve,  with-this  author,  that  their  bigotry  to  Lutheranifm  made  their  magi- 
ftrates,  through  the  perfuafion  of  their  clergy,  banifh  the  Papifts,  Calvinills,  Jews,  and  other 
dilTcnters,  from  their  city  and  territory,  to  the  almoft  entire  ruin  of  their  commerce.  He  fays, 
"  That  in  his  time,"  in  the  year  1688,  **  they  had  not  above  two  hundred  fhips,  nor  any 
**  other  territory  but  the  city  itfclfi  and  a  fmall  town  named  Travemund,  at  the  mouth  of 
*'  the  river  Trave,  eight  miles  below  Lubeck  ;  reft  of  their  ancient  territory  being  long  iincc 
/*  in  the  hands  of  the  Danes  and  Swedes  :"  the  former  from  Holftein,  the  latter  from  Wif- 
mar,  **  by  whom  the  burghers,"  fays  he,  *'  are  kept  in  fuch  continual  alarm,  as  to  be  quitcr 
♦*  tired  out  with  keeping  guard  and  paying  taxes  :  yet,"  fays  he,  "  they  ftill  maintained  fif* 
•*  teen  hundred  foldiers  in  pay ;  and,  befide  them,  four  hundred  of  their  burghers,  in  two 
**  companies,  are  obliged  to  watch  daily." 

To  this  once-glorious  city,  v;c,  in  England,  ought  to  acknowledge  ourfelves  beholden  for 
fome  of  our  earlieft  improvements  in  Ihip-building  and  commerce,  and  for  our  firft  water- 
conduits  in  London,  Briftol,  Exeter,  &c.  taken  from  their  models :  the  Lubeckers  having 
confiderably  preceded  us  in  refpeft  of  many  advantageous  improvements,  the  natural  efFefts  of 
an  earlier  extended  commerce ;  though  now  it  be  onlyjthe  Ikeleton  of  its  ancient  commerce  and 
grandeur. 

The  Spaniards  conquefts  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  where  fuch  immenfe  treafures  were  more 
eafily  to  be  had,  induced  them  gradually  to  neglecf  the  noble  and  extea-lve  iiland  of  Hifpani* 
ola  ;  although  it  is  faid  there  are  fliil  mines  of  gold  and  filver,  as  well  as  of  copper,  therein, 
which  were  formerly  worked  to  very  great  profit :  but  as  they  are  faid  to  have  deftroycd  fo 
many  as  three  millions  of  the  natives  of  that  ifland,  who,  whilft  they  were  permitted  to  enjoy 
their  pofleflions,  were  very  ferviccable  to  the  Spaniards,  in  fifhing  for  them,  and  in  tilling 
their  lands,  &c.  fo  that  they  were  then  in  greater  affluence  there  than  they  have  been  fince  ;  thc^ 
greateft  part  of  the  country  being  depopulated,  they  liave,  in  confcquence  of  fuch  a  cruel  di- 
minution of  inhabitants,  been  rendered  unable  to  work  their  mines :  this,  it  is  faid,  makes- 
them  carefully  conceal  their  having  any,  left  foreigners  fhould  be  allured  to  invade  them.— ' 
They  have  ftill,  however,  plenty  of  fugar,  cocoa,  cotton,  ginger,  indigo,  coftee,  tobacco,  wax^ 
honey,  ambergris,  fait,  drugs,  and  dying-woods. 

In  this  feeble  ftate,  a  company  of  pirates,  ufually  then  called  buccaneers,  fettled  themfelves 
on  the  north-weft  part  of  Hifpaniola,  till  then  folely  poffeffed  by  Spain,  and  feized  on  the 
port  and  town  of  Petit-Guaves  — After  fome  years  neftling  there,  they  applied  to  King  WiK 
liam  of  England  for  his  proteftion,  promifing  fubraillion  and  allegiance  to  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land :  but  that  King  being  in  aUiance  with  Spain  againft  France,  difrogarded  their  application.. 
Whereupon  thofe  buccaneers  apphed  to  the  French  court,  which  readily  took  them  under  its 
proteftion,  and  fupplied  them  with  proper  afTiftance.  From  this  obfcure  and  finguhr  begin- 
ning, has  gradually  grown  up  the  p  re  fen  t, powerful  French  colony  in  our  days,  poflefted  of  the^ 
beft  part  of  the  great  ifland  of  Hifpaniola,  where  they  have  excellent  fugar-vvorks,  coiFcc,  gin- 
ger, cotton,  indigo,  and  all  the  other  productions  of  the  Weft  Indies  ;  whilft  the  Spaniards, 
on  the  other  parts  of  that  ifland,  proved  rather  ufeful  than  hurtful  to  them,  by  fupplying  them 
with  cattle,  &c^  in  return  for  the  French  Eaft  India  merchandize,  and  with  their  own  manu- 
fafturcs  and  produdt ;  with  which  alfo  the  French  there  fupply  fliips  from  the  continent  of 
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1688  Terra  Firma  and  New  Spain,  &c.  coming  to  St.  Domingo,  where  Is  fixed  the  lad  appeal,  or 
dernier  refort^  in  all  fuits  at  law  for  Spanifti  America,  which  therefore  draws  thither  many 
people.  This  has  proved  an  unlucky  incident  for  England's iieighljou ring  iflcs  ;  and  fb  muck 
the  rather,  as  the  feeble  ftate  of  Spain  obliged  that  crown,  at  .thfe  treaty  of  Ryfwick,  in  the 
year  1697,  to  yield  up  to  France,  for  ever,  that  noble  part  of  Hifpaniola,  of  which  tliey  had, 
till  riien,  violently  poflefled  thcmfeh'es. 

Conful  Ker,  in  his  before-mentioned  Remarks  on  Germany,  in  the  year  1688,  obfcrvcs, 
**  That  perfecution  has  undone  tlie  famous  imperial  city  oi  Cologne,  as  well  as  many  oihers, 
"  lo  greatly  decayed  within  one  hundred  years  paft. — ^The  Jefuits  influence  was  fuch  with  its 
^*  magiftrates,  as  to  prevail  with  tliem  to  banflh  all  Proteftants  :  thefe  removed  to  Hambuig 
*'  and  Amftcrdam  ;  whereby  Cologne  became  fo  dilpeopled,  that  the  houfes  daily  fell  to  ruin, 
•'  for  want  of  inhabitants,  and  a  great  deal  of  corn  and  wine  now  grows  within  its  walls, 
**  where  formerly  were  houfes."  He  fays,  the  parifli  of  St.  Martin,  in  Weftrainfter,  has 
twice  the  number  of  inhabitants  that  Cotogne  has,  and  yet  Cologne  contains  as  many  parifh 
churches, 'monafteries,  and  chapels,  as  there  are  days  in  the  year.  The  like  decay,  he  fays, 
is  at  Strafburg. 

1689  The  Englifh  nation,  as  well  as  thofe  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  having,  at  this  time,  had 
^          their  religious  and  civil  liberties  and  free  conftitution  openly  invaded  and  trampled  on  by  King 

James^  tlie  Second,  in  a  moft  flagrant  manner,  by  the  united  voice  of  all  true  Proteftants  and 
lovers  of  our  national  conftitution  and  laws,  William,  Prince  of  Orange,  that  King's  nephew 
and  fon^in'-law,  was  invited  over  from  Holland,  to  refcue  us  from  thofe  worft  of  evils,  and 

-was  cftabKfhed  on  die  throne  of  thofe  free  nations,  whofe  religious  and  legal  conftitutions 

<n«rerc  therieby  fettled  on  more  fure  and  firm  foundations  than  ever  tlicy  had  been  in  any  former 
period  whatever  :  which  felicity  of  ours  even  foreigners  have  celebrated  in  theii'  writings.— 
Voltaire,  a  Frenchman  and  a  Papift,  in  his  Age  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  gives  the  following 

•  remarks,  viz.  "  This  was  the  proper  aera  of  Englifh  liberty. — The  nation,  reprefented  by  its 
V^  ^  **•  Parliament,  now  fixed  the  fo  long  contefted  bounds  between  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 

-**  and  the  rights  of  the  people. — They  prefcribed  the  terms  of  reigning  to  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
**  and  chofe  him  for  their  fovereign,  in  conjunftion  with  his  confort  Mary." 

The  cftablifhment  of  this  free  confttiution,  did  moft  certainly  contribute,  greatly,  in  its 
■confequcnces,  as  it  Was  natural  to  fuppofe  and  expe£V,  to  the  increafeand  advancement  of  our 
commerce.  This  will,  in  part,  be  feen  in  King  William's  declaration  of  war  againft  France, 
whither  the  unhappy  abdicating  King  had  retired  for  proteftion. 

In  the  beginning  of  1689,  the  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange  were  recognized  by  the  con- 
vention of  cftates,  and  the  voice  of  the  people,  as  King  and  Queen  of  thofe  realms  ;  and  by 
an  aft  of  the  convention  of  eftates  of  England,  afterwards  turned  into  an  aft  of  Parliament, 
cap.  vi.  a  new  form  of  a  coronation-oath  was  prefcribed  to  be  taken  by  them  ;  whereby  thev, 
as  all  their  fuccelTors  muft  d6»  '^'folemnly  promifed  and  fwore  on  the  gofpels,  to  govern  their 
**  people  according  to  law  : — To  caufe  law  and  juftice,  in  mercy,  to  be  executed  in  all  their 
**  judgments  : — That,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power,  they  will  maintain  the  laws  of  God,  the 
**  true  profefllon  of  the^Gofpel,  and  Proteftant  Reformed  Religion,  eftablilhed  bv  law;  and 
**  will  prefeiTe  to  the  bifhops  and  clergy  of  rliis  realm,  and  to  the  churches  committed  to  their 
"  charge,  all  fuch  rights  and  privileges, as  by  law  appertain  unto'them." 

Moreover,  by  a  ftatute,  cap.  viii.  of  this  firft  feffion,  the  tyrannical  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
fupremacy  were  abrogated ;  and  in  their  ftcad  were  the  two  following  fubftitutcd,  viz, 
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•689      I.    **  I,  A.  B.  do  iincercljr  promife  and  fwcar,  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true  alle- 
^  glance  to  their  Majefties :"     And, 

II.  **  1  do,  from  my  heart,  abhor,  deteft,  and  abjure,  that  damnable  doftrine  and  pofition, 
••  That  Princes  excommunicated  or  deprived  "by  the  Pope,  or  any  authority  of  the  See  of 
^  •* '  Rome,-  may  be  depofed  or  murdered  by  their  fubjefts,  or  any  other  whatfoever.  And  I  do 
•*  declare,  that  rto  foreign  Prince,  perfon,  prelate,  ftate,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  to 
**  have,  any  jurifdiftion,  power,  fuperiority,  pre-eminence,  01  authority,  ecclcfiaflioal  or 
^  fpiritual,  withia  this  realm." 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament,  cap.  x.  of  this  fame  firft  feflion  of  the  firft  year  of  King  William , 
and  Queen  Mary,  it  appearing,  "  That  the  revenue  of  hearth  or  chimney-money  was  grievous 
*•  to  the  people  of  England,  by  occafioning  many  difficulties  and  queftions, — a  great  oppref- 
•*  fion  to  the  poorer  fort,  and  a  badge  of  flavcry  upon  the  whole  people;  expofing  every  man's 
**  houfe  to  be  entered  into  and  fearched  at  pleafure,  by  perfons  unknown  to  him."  It  was 
therefore  abfolutely  abolilhed  for  ever. 

It  then  appeared,  fays  the  continuator  of  Rapin's  Hiftory,  vol.  lii.  p.  52,  Notes,  that  the 
number  of  houfes  in  England  and  Wales,  foon  after  riie  reftoration,  was  about  one  million 
two  hiindred  and  thirty  thovfand  :  and  reckoning  fix  perfons,  at  a  medium,  to- each  houfe,  it: 
fixes  the  number  of  the  people  then  to  be  feven*  millions  three  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand. 

In  the  fame  feflion,  cap.  xxii.  it  was  enaAed,  "  That  when  malt  or  barley  is  at  one  pound 
•*  four  (hillings  per  quarter,  or  under;  rye,  at  one  pound  twelve  (hillings  ;  and  wheat,  at  two- 
^  pounds  eight  (hillings  per  quarter;  then  it  (hall  not  only  be  lawful  to  export  the  fame,  but 
^  the  exporters  (hall  alfo  receive  the  following  bounties,  viz;  For  malt  or  barley,  per  quarter,. 
♦*  two  (hillings  and  (ix-pence ;  rye,  three  (hillings  and  fix-pence;  wheat,  (ive  (hillings  per 
•*  quarter;  without  requiring  any  thing  for  cuftoms  or  fees  whatever;    provided  fecurity  be 

given  for  fuch  corn's  being  legally  landed  beyond-fca,  and  that  the  (hip  and  its  crew,  in 

which  it  (hall  be  exported,  be  duly  qualified  according  to  the  a£fe  of  navigation." 

This  was  the  firft  law  for  allowing  any  bounty  on  corn  exported  :  which  bounties  have  in 
general  been  efteemed  fo  beneficial  to  the  landed  intereft,  by  enabling  tenants  to  pay  their 
rents  in  years  of  plenty,  tliat  unlefs  in  years  of  fcarcity,  when  the  current  prices  were  higher 
than  the  above-named  ones,  it  has  been  judged  prudent  to  continue  the  fame.  How  much 
this  bounty  contributed  to  the  improvement  ofhu(bandry,  is  too  obvious  to  be  diXputed. — 
Yet  fome  are  of  opinion,  that,  irrftead  hereof,-  alL  the  corn  of  plentiful  years  (hould  by  the 
public  be  purchafed  of  the  farmers,,  at  a  moderate  price,  to  be  laid  up  in  granaries  againft  a 
year  of  dearth.  This  woAild  not  duly  be  a  great  help  to  our  poor,  in  a  year  of  fcarcity,  but 
would  bring  foreign  (hips  tapurchafe  it  at  our  price,  and  would  alfo  employ  great  numbers  of 
our  own  Ihips,  for  fupplying  other  nations  at  higher  rates,  as  is  done  in  Holland.  In  other 
countries,  fays  a  French  autlior,  the  people  pay  their  fovereign  for  leave  to  carry  out  their 
corn ;  but  wifer  England  pays  her  people  for  exporting  it. 

As  nothing  tends  more  to  the  advancement  of  commerce  and  induftry,  than  the  giving  eafcL 
to  fcrupulous  confciences  in  the  exercife  of  their  religion,  an  aft  of  the  fame  fcffion,  cap.  xviii. 
was  pafled,  For  exempting  all  their  Majefties  Proteftant  fubjefts,  of  the  fevcral  denominations 
di(renting  from  the  church  of  England,  from  the  penalties  of  certain  laws  :  which,  as  its  pre- 
amble fets  forth,.  **  might  bean  e(Feftual  means  to  unite  their  Majefties  Proteftant  fubjefts  in 
"  intereft  and  a(Feftion." — Which  legal  toleration,  fomc  wicked  party -meafu res,  at  certaiiir 
tames,  excepted,  has  generally  anfwered  the  wife  and  good  ends  propofed  by  that  law^ 
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1689  By  cap.  XXX.  of  the  fame  firft  feffion  aforefaid,  the  ftatutc  of  the  fifth  year  of  King  Henry 
the  Fourth,  cap.  iv.  Againft  the  multiplying  of  Gold  and  Silver,  was  repealed  ;  bccaufe,  fays 
the  preamble,  *'  Since  the  mriking  of  the  faid  ftatute,  men  are  arrived  to  great  flcill  and  pcrfec- 
"  tion  in  the  art  of  refining  metals,  and  of  extrading  gold  and  filver  therefrom  ;  but  yet  dare 
«<  not  exercife  their  fkill,  for  fear  of  incurring  the  felony  of  that  ftatute,  but  do  therefore  ex- 
^<  crcife  their  faid  Ikill  in  foreign  parts,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  realm: — Provided,  how- 
•**  ever,  that  all  the  gold  and  filver  fo  to  be  extracted  from  other  metals,  be  employed  for 
**  coinage  in  the  King's  mint,  and  no  other  way.  Provided  alfo,  that  henceforth  no  mine  of 
^«  copper,  fin,  iron,  or  lead,  (hall  hereafter  be  adjudged  to  be  a  royal  mine,  even  although 
"*•  gold  or  filver  may  be  extrafted  out  of  the  fame." 

The  great  injuftice  and  violences  committed  by  King  Louis  the  Fourteenth  of  France 
againft  England,  Germany,  Spain,  and  Holland,  brought  about  a  Grand  Alliance  of  thofc 
four  potentates  in  this  fame  year,  for  reducing  that  lawlefs  monarch  to  reafon  ;  the  confc- 
qucnce  vvhereof  was  an  immediate  declaration  of  war  by  each  of  them.  That  of  King  Wil- 
liam of  England,  dated  the  feventh  of  May,  1689,  after  reciting  Louis's  unjuft  invafion  and 
ravaging  of  the  territories  of  his  ally,  the  Emperor  and  Empire,  as  far  as  is  relative  to  com- 
mercial concerns,  was  fummarily  as  follows,''  viz. 

L  **  That  although  it  was  not  long  before,  that  the  French  took  out  licences  from  the 
**  Englifh  governor  of  Newfoundland  to  fifli  on  that  coaft,  paying  tribute  for  fuch  licences, 
**  as  an  acknowledgement  of  die  fole  right  of  the  crown  of  England  to  tliat  ifland  ;  yet,  of  late, 
*'  their  encroachments  on  that  ifland,  and  our  fubje£ls  trade  and  fifhery,  have  been  more  like 
^*  the  invafions  of  an  enemy,  than  becommg  friends,  who  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  that 
■**  trade  only  by  permiflion. 

IL  **  But  that  the  French  King  fliould  invade  our  Caribbee  iflands,  (St.  Chriftopher's,  &c.) 
**  and  poflefs  himfelf  of  our  territories  in  New  York  and  Hudfon's  Bay,  in  a  hoftile  manner, 
*'  imprifoning  fome,  and  murdering  others  of  our  fubjefts,  burning  their  houfes,  and  feizing 
•**  on  their  efFefts,  are  aftions  even  not  becoming  an  enemy. — Yet,  at  that  very  time,  Louis, 
••  far  from  declaring  himfelf  fo,  was,  by  his  minifters  in  England,  fbliciting  a  treaty  of  ncu- 
^'  trahty  and  good  correfpondence  in  America." — (in  the  year  1686.) 

IlL  **  His  proceedings,  moreover,  againft  our  fubje£)ts  in  Europe,  are  fo  notorious,  that 

*'  we  need  not  enlarge  thereon :  fuch  as  the  countenancing  the  feizure  of  our  (hips  by  bis 

•*  privateers  ;  his  prohibiting  a  great  part  of  our  produfl  and  manufaftures  ;  and  impofingcx- 

•*'  orbitant  cuftoms  upon  the  reft  ;  are  fufficient  evidences  of  his  defign  to  deftroy  the  trade  and 

**  navigation  upon  which  the  wealth  and  fafety  of  this  nation  very  much  depend. 

IV.  "  His  difputing  the  right  of  the  flag,  inherent  in  the  crown  of  England. 

V.  "  His  unchriftian  perfecution  of  many  of  our  Englifli  Proteftant  fubjefts  in  France, 
"  for  matters  of  religion,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  cxprefs  treaties  ;  forcing 
•*  them  to  abjure  their  religion,  by  unufual  cruelties  ;  imprifoning  fome  of  the  matters 
**  and  feamen  of  our  merchant  fliips,  and  condemning  others  to  the  gallies,  on  pretence 
**  of  having  on  board,  either  fome  of  his  own  miferable  Proteftant  fubjefts,  or  their 
*'  efFeds. 

VL  **  And,  laftly,  his  endeavouring,  for  fome  years  paft,  by  infinuations  and  proraifes  of 
**  afliftance,  to  overthrow  the  government  of  England;  and  now,  by  open  and  violent  mc- 
**  thods,  to  invade  Ireland,  in  fuppoxt  of  our  fubjefts  in  rebellion  agaiiift  us."    - 
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1689  This  prohibition  of  commerce  with  France  produced  the  good  confcqucnccs  of  inducing 
the  people  of  England  to  improve  their  old,  and  to  invent  feveral  new  manufaftures, 
&c.  which  they  formerly  took  of  France ;  not  a  little  to  the  detriment  of  that  kingdom  in 
the  end. 

In  the  declaration  of  Holland,  amongft  many  other  allegations  againft  Louis ;  they  affirm, 
**  'Firft,  That  he  had  endeavoured,  by  all  manner  of  ways,  to  ruin  their  navigation  and 
**  commerce,  as  well  in  Europe  as  elfewhere,  by  feizing  of  tlieir  fhips  and  cargoes. 

**  Secondly,  By  violently  forcing  even  their  fhips  of  war  to  be  fearched,  in  a  time  of  pro* 
**  found  peace. 

**  Thirdly,  By  his  new  tolls  and  impofitions,  hindering  their  fubjcfls  from  felling  their 
**  manufaftures  and  fifli  in  his  country,— fo  as  it  was  become  impoffible  to  continue  their 
**  trade  to  France,  where  their  complaints  were  rejefted  with  fcorn, 

**  Fourthly,  Having  begun  a  horrible  perfecution  of  his  own  Proteftant  fubjefts,  he  had 
**  therein  involved  the  fubjefts  of  the  States  General,  though  only  living  in  France,  on 
**  account  of  commerce;  parting  wives  from  their  hulbands  and  children  from  their 
**  parents,  &c." 

The  declaration  of  Spain,  of  the  third  of  May  this  year,  was  in  confequence  of  France's 
prior  declaration  of  war  againft  that  crown,  on  the  fifteenth  of  the  preceding  month,  though 
deftitute  of  all  juftice ; — as  alfo  of  his  invading  and  ravaging  tlie  empire,  and  bringing  the 
Turks  to  invade  and  ravage  Hungary. 

And  that  of  the  Emperor  and  Empire  was  much  to  the  fame  efFeft. 

In  the  remarkable  convention  between  the  commiffioners  of  King  William  and  thofe  of  the 
States  of  the  United  Netherlaifds,  dated  in  Auguft  1689,  concerning  their  prohibition  of  com- 
merce with  France,  it  was  ftipulated  ;  . 

*'  I.  That  the  fubjeSs  of  neither  nation  fhall  be  allowed  to  traffic  to  or  with  thofe  of 
**  France,  either  with  fhips  of  tlieir  own  or  of  any  other  nation.  Neither  fhall  they  import 
**  into  either  country  any  merchandize  being  the  produce  of  the  French  King's  dominions. 

"  II.  If,  during  this  war,  the  fubjefts  of  any  other  potentate  fhall  have  commerce  with 
**  France,  or  that  their  fhips  are  met  with  in  their  pafTage  thither,  they  fhall  be  feized  and 
**  condemned  as  lawful  prize. 

**  III.  The  other  potentates  of  Europe,  at  peace  with  France,  fhall  have  due  notification, 
**  that  if  their  fhips  or  veflels  fhall  be  found  at  fea,  before  this  notification  fhall  have  been 
*'  given,  making  their  way  to  France,  they  fhall  be  obliged  by  the  fhips  of  England  and  Hoi- 
**  land  forthwith  to  turn  back  rand  if  failing  from  France,  laden  with  French  merchandize, 
**  they  fhall  be  obliged  to  fail  back  to  France,  and  there  leave  the  faid  merchandize  upon  pain 
**  of  forfeiture.  And  in  cafe  the  fhips  of  thofe  Kings,  Princes,  and  States,  or  their  fubjefts, 
**  fhall,  after  the  faid  notification,  be  found  at  fea,  and  failing  either  towards  the  ports  of 
"  France,  or  returning  from  thence ;  they  fhall  be  feized  and  forfeited,  together  with  their 
**  cargoes,  and  fhall  be  reputed  good  prize. 

"  IV.  And  as  to  the  Princes  and  allies  who  are  really  at  war  with  France,  notification  fhall 

**  be  given  them,  as  aforefaid ;  and  they  fhall  be  defired  at  the  fame  time  to  concur  with  fuch 

"  methods  as  are  fo  conducive  to  the  common  interefl,  and  to  give  zad  execute  fiich  orders. 

**  as  tend  to  the  fame  end. 

«*  Done  at  Whitehall,  Augufl  12—22,  1689." 

Vol-  II.  4  E  Part 
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1689       Part  of  a  fecrct  article,  viz. 

— **  It  is  agreed,  that  in  cafe  either  the  one  or  the  other  party  fhall  be  incommoded 

**  or  Nmolefted,  by  reafon  of  the  execution  of  this  prefent  treaty  or  any  article  thereof,  his 
**  Britannic  Majefty  King  William  and  the  Lords  the  States  General,  do  promife  and  oblige 
*^  themfelves  to  be  guarantees  for  and  to  one  another  upon  that  account*"  General  Colledioa 
of  Treaties;  firft  volume,  fecond  edition,  p.  284-5-6,  London,  1732. 

Voltaire,  in  his  Age  of  Louis  XIV.  obferves,  "  that  France  was  never  in  fo  flourifhing  a 
^  condition,  as  in  the  period  from  the  death  of  Cardinal  Mazarkie  to  this  war  of  1689  '*  ^^"' 
**  trary  to  the  opinion  of  a  certain  author ;  who,  it  fecras,  had  affirmed,  that  France,  fincc 
**  the  year  1660,  had  funk  in  real  value  one  thoufand  five  hundred  millions  ;  the  very  con- 
**  trary  whereof  was  true.  Thus,  adds  he,  i»  England,  in  the  moft  flourifhing  times,  papers 
"  are  continually  coming  out  to  prove,  that  the  kingdom  is  undone.'*  Which  obfcrvatloa 
is  extremely  jufV, 

Although  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  his  brother  King  James  the  Second,  of  England,^ 
had  in  their  treaties  with  France  generally  flipulated,  that  in  cafe  of  any  rupture  between  the 
two  nations  in  Europe,  the  fubjefts  of  both  crowns  in  America  Ihould  remain  in  a  ftate  of 
neutrality;  yet,  at  the  abovc-^named  grand  revolution  in  England^,  the  French  broke  through- 
that  agreement,  by  entering,  in  an  hoftilc  manner^  into  the  Englifh  pale  at  St.  Chriftophcr's 
Ifley  even  before  war  was  declared  there  between  thofe  two  nations  :  and,  although  the  Englifh 
of  that  ifle  had  fcnt  for  fuccour  from  Barbadoes,  after  taking  dielter  in  their  fortrcflcs,  yet 
they  were  neceffitated  to  furrender  their  part  of  that  Me  to  the  French,  in  July  1689,  and  ^'^^^ 
thereby  obliged  to  retire  to  the  neighbouring  ifle  of  Nevis;  to  the  great  lofs  of  many  mer- 
chants in  London  and  Briflol. 

Soon  after  which,  the  French  drove  the  Hollanders  out  of  their  own  ifland  of  Euftatia,  in' 
that  neighbouthood. 

It  was  in  or  about  this  year  1689,  that  the  firft  convention  was  made,  at  London,  between 
England  and  Spain,  for  fupplying  the  Spanifh  Wefl  Indies  with  negro  flaves,  from  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica. 

About  this  time,  (according  to  a  quarto  pamphlet,  faid  to  be  written  by  Mr.  William 
Wood,  a  great  undertaker  of  metak,  in  the  year  1721,  entitled.  The  State  of  the  Copper  and* 
Brafs  Manufafture  in  Great  Britainj -humbly  offered  to  the  Conlxderation-of  Parliament,) 
**  the  raifingand  refining  of  copper  ore  was  revived  in  England,  and  chiefly  in  the  county  of 
**  Cornwall,  after  having  been  loft  or  difufed  ever  fince  the  time  of  the  Saxons  ;  who,  fays  he, 
<*  as  well  as  the  Danes,  formerly  made  copper  in  England,  as  appears  by  the  old  mines 
<*  wrought  by  them  in  feveral  counties  :  but,  by  reafon  of  the  great  quantities  of  thofe  metals- 
•*  being  imported  from  foreign  parts,  (on  which  high  duties  (hould  have  been  laid)  thatvalu- 
"*  able  branch  of  our  produA  was  dropped  for  many  ages.*'  Yet  Gerard  Malynes,  in  his  Ler 
Mercatoria,  publilhed  in  1622,  obferves,  that  copper  mines  were  then  aftually  worked  in 
many  Englifh  counties  :  fo  that  Mr.  Wood  nmft,  irhthis  refpeft,  be  under  an  hiftorical  mif- 
take.  Under  the  year  1399,  we  have  likewife  obferved,  that  fomc  authors  relate,  that,  in 
King  Richard  the  Second's  reign,  there  was  a  copper  mine  found  in  Shropfhire.  Mr.  Wood 
obferves,  **  that  formerly  we  had  all  out  copper  and  brafs  from  Sweden  and  Germany,  though 
•*  now,"  viz.  when  he  wrote,  in  the  year  1721,  **  wc  are,  in  a  great  meafure,  fuppHcd  from 
•«  our  own  mines.  It  was  later,  he  fays,  tlut  the  art  was  gained  to  England  of  converting^ 
•'  copper  into  brafs." 
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5x689  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  of  William,  King  of  England,  againft  France,  a  company  of 
Sword  Cutlers  was  erefted  by  patent,  for  the  making  of  hollow  fword  blades,  in  the  county 
of  Cumberland  and  the  adjacent  counties,  for  the  ufe  of  the  army.  But,  although  they 
were  enabled  to  purchafc  lands,  to  crcft  mills,  and  to  receive  and  employ  great  numbers  of 
German  artificers,  yet  it  did  not  fucceed  as  was  expefted*  The  firft  patentees,  therefore,  fold 
or  affigned  their  patent  to  a  company  of  merchants  iti  London,  who  thereupon  purchafed 
ninder  that  patent  to  the  value  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  of  the  forfeited  eftat^s  in 
Ireland.  But  the  Irifh  Parliament,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  knowing  they  had  purchafed 
thofe  lands  at  a  very  low  rate,  would  not  permit  them,  in  their  corporate  capacity,  to  take 
conveyances  of  lands,  left  they  might  have  proved  too  powerful  a  body  in  that  kingdom. 
This  obliged  them  to  fell  off  their  Irifli  eftatcs,  which  put  a  period  to  the  corporation.  Yet 
a  private  copartnerlhip  of  then  well  known  bankers  in  London,  poflefled  of  their  obfoletc 
<harter,  had  the  appellation  of  the  Sword  Blade  Company,  till  after  the  year  1720,  though 
long  fince  broken  up. 

King  William  having,  on  fo  many  juft  grounds,  as  related,  found  it  neceflary  to  declare 
-war  againft  France,  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafled,  cap.  xxxiv.  of  the  firft  feffion  of  the  firft  year 
of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  for  prohibiting  all  trade  and  commerce  with  France,  from 
and  after  the  twenty-fourth  of  Auguft  1689,  for  three  years,  and  to  the  end  of  the  next  fol- 
lowing feifion  of  Parliament,  if  the  war  Ihall  laft  fo  long.  The  preamble  juft  remarks,  "  that 
*'  it  hath  been  found  by  long  experience,  that  the  importing  of  French  wines,  vinegar,  brandy, 
^*  linen,  filks,  fait,  paper,  and  other  commodities  of  the  growth,  produft,  or  manufafture  of 
**  France,  hath  much  cxhaufted  the  treafure  of  this  nation,  leflened  the  value  of  the  native 
^*  commodities  and  manufaftures  thereof;  greatly  impoverifhed  the  Englifh  artificers  and 
"**  handicrafts,  and  caufed  great  detriment  to  this  kingdom  in  general."  (Inftead  of  this  abfo- 
lute  prohibition  of  French  wines  and  brandies,  high  duties  were  afterwards  laid  on  them,  as 
per  afts  of  the  fecond,  and  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  years  of  this  reign.)  **  All  fuch  French 
**  merchandize  imported  ftiall  be  forfeited  to  the  crown,  and  (hall  be  deftroyed  : — with  feveral 
**  penalties  on  the  importer,  vender,  ani  pofleflbr ;  on  the  refifter  of  execution, — on  the  in- 
*'  former  a£ting  by  coUufion, — on  the  mafter,  feamen,  &c.  importing  them ;  and  the  Ihip  to 
**  be  forfeited  likewife,  as  alfo  the  carts,  &c.  bringing  thofe  goods  from  fuch  fhips.  No 
••,  brandy,  or  other  fpirits,  fhall  at  all  be  imported  from  any  country  whatever,  on  forfeiture 
**  thereof  and  of  the  fhip."  This  abfohite  prohibition  was  intended  for  the  encoura'>^inf^  the 
diftilling  at  home  of  brandy  and  fpirits  from  corn,  on  which  a  duty  was  laid,  by  an  aft  of  the 
fecond  year  of  this  reign,  cap.  ix.  "  And  although  the  faid  French  goods  are  to  be  deftroyed, 
**  yet  a  value  is  hereby  fet  on  them,  viz.  wines  thirty  pounds.per  ton,  and  brandies  forty 
**  pounds  per  ton  ;  the  reft  as  in  the  book  of  rates  of  the  twelfth  of  Charles  II.  or  by  a  jury 
**  trying  the  caufe,  in  cafe  they  be  not  found  in  the  book  of  rates.  One-tiiird  of  which  value 
**  fhall  go  to  the  fcizer  or  fucr,  and  two-thirds  to  the  crown.  With  power  for  officers  to 
*'  fearch  houfes,  and  to  break  open  locks.     Perfons  refitting  punifhable,  &c.*' 

In  the  fecond  feffion  of  the  Parliament  of  tlie  firft  year  of  King  William  and  Queen  Marv 
a  moft  memorable  and  glorious  ftatute,  cap.  ii.  was  enafted,  entitled,  j4n  Ad  declaring  the 
Hights  and  Liter  ties  of  the  Subjed^  and  fettling  the  SucceJJion  of  the  Crown  :  **  or,  a  legal  Con- 
•*  firmation  of  the  Declaration  of  Right,  prefented  to  the  Prii;ce  and  Princefs  of  Orange,  on 
"  tlie  thiitcenth  pf  February  preceding,  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  afTembled  at  Weft- 

4^2'  **  minfler. 
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1689  *•  minftcr,  lawfully,  fully,  and  freely  reprefenting  all  the  Eftates  of  the  People  of  Eng- 
"  land ;  VIZ. 

**  L  Whereas  the  late  King  James  II.  by  the  afliftance  of  divers  evil  counfellors,  judges, 
•*  and  minifters,  employed  by  him,  did  endeavour  to  fubvert  and  extirpate  the  Proteftant  rc-» 
**  ligion,  and  the  laws  and  liberties  of  this  kingdom  : 

"  I.  By  affuming  a  power  of  difpenfing  with  the  laws,  without  the  confent  of  Parliament. 

**  2.  By  committing  and  profccuting  divers  worthy  prelates,  for  humbly  petitioning  to  be 
*•  excufed  from  concurring  to  the  faid  aflumed  power. 

**  3.  By  his  commiffion,  under  the  great  feal,  for  erefling  a  court,  called,  The  Court  of 
**  CommiiTioners  for  Ecclefiaftical  Caufcs. 

**  4.  By  levying  money,  by  pretence  of  prerogative;  for  otlier  time  and  in  other  manner 
**  than  the  fame  was  granted  by  Parliament. 

•*  5.  By  railing  and  keeping  up  a  Handing  array  in  time  of  peace,  without  confent  of  Par- 
**  liament,  and  quartering  of  foldiers,  contrary  to  law. 

**  6.  By  caufing  feveral  good  fubjefts,  being  Protellants,  to  be  difarmed,  at, the  fame  time 
*'  when  Papifts  were  both  armed  and  employed,  contrary  to  law. 

•*  7.  By  violating  the  freedom  of  eleftions  of  members  to  ferve  in  Parliament. 

*'  8.  By  profecutions  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  for  matters  and  caufes  cognizable  only 
"  in  Parliament :  and  by  divers  other  arbitrary  and  illegal  courfes. 

**  9.  By  obtaining  partial,  corrupt,  and  unqualified  perfons  to  be  returned  to  fervc  on  juries^ 
"  in  trials  for  high  treafon,  who  were  not  freeholders. 

**  10.  By  exceflive  bails  being  required  of  perfons  committed  in  criminal  cafes,^to  elude  the 
"  benefit  of  tlie  laws  made  for  the  liberty  of  the  fubjefts. 

"  II.  And  by  exceflive  fines  having  been  iinpofed,  and  illegal  and  cruel  punilhraents  In- 
"  fiiaed.. 

•*  12.  By  feveral  grants  and  promifes  made  of  fines  and  forfeitures,  before  an-y  convidion^ 
*'  or  judgment  againft  the  perfons  upon  whom  the  fame  were  to  be  levied. 

**  All  wliich  are  utterly  and  direftly  contrary  to  the  known  laws  andilatutes,  and  freedom 
"  of  this  realm  :  wherefore,  the  faid  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,;  and  Commons,  now 
"  allembled  in  a  full  and  free  rcprefentative  of  this  nation, — do,  in  the  firft  place,  (as  their  an- 
**  ceftors  in  like  cafe  have  ufually  done)  for  the  vindicating  and  aflerting. their  ancient  rights 
*•  and  liberties, — declare, 

<'  lb  That  the  pretended  power  of  fufpending  of  laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws,  by  regal 
•*  authority,  without  confent  of  Parliament,  is  illegal; . 

"  2.  As  is  ahbthe  difpenfing  witli  laws* 

*'  3.  And  the  like  of  the  court  for  ecclefiaftical  caufes. 

4.  The  like,  as  to  levying  money,  without  grant  of  Parliament.* 

5.  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  fubjeft  to  petition  the  King;  and  all  commitments  and  pro- 
•*  fecutions  for  fuch  petitioning,  are  illegal. 

"  6.  That  the  raifing  or  keeping  a  ftandingarmy  within  the  kingdom  in  time  of  peace,  un- 
"  lefsit  be  with  confent  of  Parliament,  is  againft  law. 

"  7.  That  the  fubjefts  who  are  Prctcftants  may  have  arms  for  their  defence,  fuitable  to 
*•  their  conditions,  and  as  allowed  by  law. 

**  8.  That  tlieeleftion  of  Members  of  Pitrliament  ought  to  be  free.^ 

Z  <*  9.  That 
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1689       "  9*  That  the  freedom  of  fpeech,  and  debates  or  proceedings  ia  Parliament,  ought  not  to 
**  be  impeached  or  queftioned  in  any  court  or  place  out  of  Parliament. 

**  10.  That  cxceffivc  bail  ought  not  to  be  required,  nor  excelTive  fines  iuipofcd  :  nor  cruel 
**  and  unufual  punifhments  inili£lcd. 

"  II.  That  jurors  ought  to  be  duly  impanneled  and  returned  ;  and  that  jurors  which  pafs 
"  upon  men  in  trials  for  high  treafon  ought  to  be  freeholders. 

"  12.  That  all  grants,  and  promifcs  of  fines  and  forfeitures  of  particular  perfons  before  con- 
**  viftion,  arc  illegal  and  void. 

"  13.  And  that  for  redrefs  of  all  grievances,  and  for  the  amending,  ftrengthening,  and  pre- 
^  ferving  of  the  laws,  Parliaments  ought  to  be  held  frequently. 

*^  And  they  do  claim,  demand)  and  iniift  upon  all  and  fingular  the  premifes,  as  their  un- 
^^  doubted  rights  and  liberties  ;  and  that  no  declarations,  judgments,  doings,  or  proceedings, 
'*  to  the  prejudice  of  the  people  in  any  of  the  faid  premifes,  ought  in  any-vvife  to  be  drawn 
**  hereafter  into  confequcnce  or  example. 

**  Having  therefore  particular  encouragement  from  the  declaration  of  his  Highnefs  the 
^*  Prince  of  Orange, — and  an  entire  confidence,  that  he  will  perfeft  the  deliverance  fo  far  ad- 
"  vanced  by  liim,  and  will  ftill  preferve  them  from  the  violation  of  their  rights,  which 
"  they  have  here  aflerted,  and  from  all  other  attempts  upon  their  religion,  rights,  and  li- 
"  berties. 

"  II.  The  faid  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  aflembledat  Weftminftcr, 
**  do  refolve,  that  William  and  Mary,  Prince  and  Princefs  of  Orange,  be,  and  be  declared, 
"  Ki«g  and  Queerv  of  England,  France,  and  Ireland  ;  ta  hold  to  them  during  their  lives,  and 
"  the  life  of  the  furvivor  of  them  :  but  the  fole  and  full  exercife  of  the  regal  power  to  be  only 
*^  in  the  Prince,  though  in  the  names  of  both. — Andy  after  their  deceafe,  the  crown  to  defcend 
"  to  the  heirs  of  the  Princefs,  and,  failing  fuch,  to  the  Princefs  Anne  of  Denmark,  and  the 
"  heirs  of  her  body;  and,  for  default  of  fuch  iffue,  to  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  the  faid  Prince 
*'  of  Orange. 

"  111.  That  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy  be  abrogated,  and  in  their  Head  the  tw^o 
'*  following  oaths  be  fubftituted."  (Thefe  we  have  already  exhibited,  with  the  new  corona- 
oath.) 

"  IV.  Upoi^  which  their  faid  Majefties  did  accept  the  crown  and  royal  dignity  aforefaid. — 

5^  V.  Aiid  thereupon  their  Majefties  were  pleafed,  that  the  faid  Lords  and  Commonsy  be- 
*'  ing  the  two  Houfcs  of  Parliament,  Ihould  continue  to  fit ;  and,  with  their  faid  Majefties 
'^  royal  concurrence,  make  efFeftual  provifion  for  the  Settlement  of  the  religion,  laws,  and  li- 
*'  berties  of  this  kingdom. 

"  VI.  Now,  in  purfuance  of  the  premifes,  the  faid  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
"  Commons,  in  Parliament  aflembled,  for  the  ratifying  and  confirming  of  the  faid  declara- 
*'  tion, — by  the  force  of  a  law  made  in  due  form  by  authority  of  Parliament ;  do  pray,  that 
^'  it  mny  be  declared  and  enafted, — That  all  and  fingular  the  rights  and  liberties,  afltrted'and 
"  claimed  in  the  faid  declaration  are  the  true,  ancient,  and  indubitable  rights  and  liberties  of 
'*  the  people  of  this  kingdom  ;  and  fo  (hall  be  cfteemed,  allowed,  and  adjudged  ;  and  firmly 
*^  and  ftriftly  holden  and  obferved. — And  that  all  officers  and  minifters  whatfocvcr  fliall 
"  ferve  their  Majefties  and  their  fucceflbrs,  according  to  the  fame,  in  times  to  come. 

'*  VII.  And  the  faid  Lords  and  Commons  ferioufly  confidering,  how  it  has  plcafed  Al- 
**  mighty  God,  in  his  marvellous  providence  and  merciful  goodnefs  to  this  nation,  to  provide 

*•  and 
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1689  "  and  prererve 'their  faid  Majcfiies  moft  happily  to  veign  ovef  us  ;  for  which  they  render 
^*  unto  him,  from  the  bottom  of  their  hearts,  their  humbleft  thanks  and  praifes ;  do  firmly^ 
-**  affuredly,  and  in  the  fincerity  of  their  hearts  think,  and  do  hereby  recognize,  acknowledge, 
^^  and  declare,  that  Kiug  James  the  Second^  having  abdicated  the  government,  and  their  Ma- 
*^  jellies  having  accepted  the  crown  and  royal  dignity — are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  by  the 
"  laws  of  this  realm,  our  Sovereign  Liege  Lord  and  Lady,  King  and  Queen,  as  aforefaid, 
<^  &c. 

*^  VIIL  And,  for  preventing  all  quellions  and  divifions  in  this  realm,  byreafonof  many 
*^  pretended  titles  to  the  crown,  and  for  preferving  a  certainty  in  the  fucceflion  thereof,  the 
^'  faid  Lords  and  Commons  pray  that  it  may  be  enafted,**  (here  tlie  fucceflion,  as  in  the  pre- 
ceding article  11.  Is  enafted)  **  and  thereunto  the  faid  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and 
"  Commons,  do,  in  the  name  of  all  the  people  of  England  aforefaid,  moft  humbly  and 
/  ^*  faithfully  fubmit  themfelves,  their  heirs,  and  pofterities,  for  ever ;  and  do  faithfully  pro- 
**  mife,  tliat  they  will  ftand  to,  maintain,  and  defend  their  faid  Majeftics,  and  alfo  the  limi- 
^  tation  and  fucceflion  of  the  crown  herein  fpecified  and  contained, — with  their  lives  and 
•**  eftates,  againft  all  perfons  whatfoever  that  fhall  attempt  any  thing-to  the  contrary. 

"  IX.  And  whereas  it  hath  been  found  by  experience,  that  it  is  inconfiftent  with  the  fafcty 
^"  and  welfare  of  this  Proteftant  kingdom  to  be  governed  by  a  Popifli  Prince,  or  by  any  King  or 
**  Queen  marrying  a  papift,  we  pray  that  it  may  be  enafted, — That  every  perfon  holding  cora- 
**  munion  with  the  church  of  Rome,  or  elfe  that  fhall  marry  a  papift,  ihall  be  forever  exclud- 
**  ed,  and  be  incapable  to  inherit  and  poflcfs  the  crown  of  this  realm  :  and  in  every  fuch  cafe, 
**  the  people  of  this  realm,  and  of  Ireland,  arc  hereby  abfolved  of  their  allegiance,  and  the 
**  crown  fliall  defcend  to  the  next  Proteftant  in  fucceflion,  who  fhould  have  enjoyed  the  fame, 
"  had  the  other  been  naturally  dead. 

"  X.  And  whoever  fhall  hereafter  fuccced  to  the  crown,  fhall,  if  of  twelve  years  of  age  or 
*^  upwards,  make  and  fubfcribe  the  declaration  in  the  -ftatute  oT  the  thirtieth  year  of  King 
♦*  Charles  the  Second,  intitled.  An  Aft  for  the  more  efFeftual  preferving  tlie  King's  Perfon 
**  and  Government,  by  difabling  Papifts  from  fitting  in  either  Houfe  of  Parliament. 

*'  XL  All  which  fhall  hereby  be  declared,  and  enafted  to  be,  the  law  of  this  realm  for 
**  ever. 

*'  XIL  And  that  no  difpenfation  by  non  nbjlante^  of  or  to  any  ftatute,  or  of  any  part  there- 
**  of,  fhall  hereafter  be  allowed, — except  it  be  allowed  in  fuch  ftatute  :  and  except  in  fuch  cafes 
**  as  fhall  be  fpecially  provided  for  by  a  bill  or  bills  to  be  pafTed  during  this  prefent  fcflion  of 
**  Parliament.  ' 

"  XTII.  Provided,  that  no  charter,  grant^  or  pardon,  granted  before  the  twenty-third  day 
"  of  Gftober  1689,  ^^'^  ^^  invalidated  by  this  aft ;  but  that  the  fame  fhall  remain  of  the  fanne 
'**  force  and  efFeft  in  law,  and  no  other,  than  ^s  if  this  aft  had  never  been  made." 

Whoever  is  even  but  flenderly  acquainted  with  the  hiflory  of  the  feveral  preceding  reigns 
'  In  England,  but  moft  efpccially  Avith  that  of  King  James  the  Second,  cannot  fail  to  pronounce 
this  aft  of  Parliament,  (which  we  have  here  contrafted  as  far  as  the  very  important  matter  of 
it  would  permit)  to  be  a  new  and  complete  Majna  Charta,  or  a  folemn  re-eftablifhment,  with 
improvements,  of  all  the  privileges  of  the  Englifh  people,  formerly  at  any  time  claimed  by  vir- 
tue of  the  power  of  Parliament,  and  of  the  laws  arKl  ftatutes  of  England  ;  and,  in  one  word, 
that  this  folemn  ftatute  has  moft  efTentially  fixed  the  juft  boundaries  of  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  and  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  fubjeft  :  the  moft  happy  confcquences  where- 
of 
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1689  of  have  ever  iincc  been  fenfibly  fccn  and  felt ;  and,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  fo  remain  to  the 

end  of  time.  So  tliat,  as  one  of  our  poets  obferves,  on  King  Henry  the  Third's  fign- 
ing  of  the  old  Magna  Charta,  near  five  hundred  years  before,  at  Runny  Mead,  from  hence- 
forward ;. 


**  Tyrant  and  Slave^  tHo(c  names  of  hate  and  fear, 
**  The  happier  flile  of  King  and  Subjedl  bear.'* 


The  good  efFefts  of  this  fame  firm  eftablifhment  of  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  people  ot 
•England  have  In  nothing  been  more  confpicuous  than  in  the  great  increafe  of  commerce,  Ihip- 
ping,  manufaftures,  and  colonies,  as  well  as  of  riches  and  people,  fince  that  happy  period ; 
notwithftanding  our  having  been  fince  engaged  in  feveral  very  expenfive  and  bloody  wars,  in 
vindication  of  our  invaluable  liberties,  both  civil  and  religious. 

We  may  here  further  obferve,  th^  the  Parliament  of  Scotland,  about  the  fame  time,  made 
a  fimilar  aft^  claim,  or  declaration  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  when  they  recognized  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary  for  King  and  Queen  of  Scotland* 

King  James's  net  revenue,  when  he  abdicated,  was  two  million  fixty-one  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  yearly  ;  for  whicb  annual  revenue,  though  granted  by  Parlia- 
liament,  neither  he  nor  any  of  his  predeceflbrs  deemed  themfelves  accountable  to  their  people 
or  Parliament,  after  being  fo  granted*  It  is  therefore  one  of  the  great  bleffings  of  this  happy 
revolution,  that  exaft  boundaries  are  fet  by  Parliament  to  the  expence  of  the  civil  lift  ;  and 
that,  excepting  the  poft  office  revenue,  and  the  fmall  remains  of  the  hereditary  crown  rents, 
the  application  of  the  fupplies  granted  annually  by  Parliament,  have  conftantly  and  punftually 
been  accounted  for  in  every  fucceeding  fefiion. 

The  ground  on  which  the  ftrcets  called  The  Seven  Dials,^  in  the  parifh  of  St.  Giles's  in  thc" 
Fields,  in  the  weftern  fuburbs  of  London^  was  not  begun  to  be  built  on  till  about  this  year 
1689,  as  appears  by  The  Continuation  of  Rapin's  Hiftory  of  England,  vol.  iii.  in  folio,- 
p.  97,  note  I.     It  was  crown  land,  and  granted  by  King  William  to  \hc  Earl  of  Portland* 

In  Dr.  D'Avenant's  EfTay  on  Ways  and  Means,  publiflied  in  the  year  1695,  he  tells  us,^ 
that  the  ordinary  revenue  of  France  was,  before  the  war,  yearly,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
millions  of  livres,  or  about  twelve  milhonsfterling.  ••  Wc  all  know,''  fays  lie,  "  how  hard- 
**  ly  this  great  fum  was  extorted  from  the  people  ;  but  they  were  enabled  to  pay  it  by  the  ba- 
**  lance  that  arofe  to  them  from  the  vent  of  their  commodities  and  manufactures.  Their  moft 
•*  ftaple  trade  was  in  wine,  oil,  fait,  linen>  and  paper;  tlieir  other  manufaftures  are  innumer- 
**  able  :  and  a  vaft  profit  they  did  conftantly  make  by  the  rcfort  of  ftrangers  to  their  country^. 
"  and  likewife  by  furnifliing  all  Europe  with  their  fineries  and  vanities.'* 

It  is  not  very  certain  how  long  the  Englifli  Eaft  India  Company  have  been  fettled  on  the 
femous  river  Ganges,  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  (for  there  is  no  city  or  town  fo  named) ;  pro-- 
bably  it  was  in  the  former  part  of  this  century.  Their  firft  faftory  in  that  kingdom  was  at 
tlic  town  of  Hugucly,  ona  river  of  that  name,-being  a  branch  of  the  Ganges,  one  hundred^ 
and  fixty  miles  from  its  mouth.  About  this  year  the  company,  for  their  greater  convenience^, 
removed  to  Calcutta,  on  the  fame  river,  where  they  built  the  fort  named  Fort  William,  which' 
they  ftill  poflefs.  Their  fort  and  garrifon  were  cftablilhed  here  for  the  purpofc  of  proteAing 
die  company's  veflels  coming  down  that  river  from  Patna,  laden  with  piece  goods,  raw  filk, 
and  faltpetre,  being  the  principal  ftaple  commodities  of  Bengal  j  otherwife  the  Rajahs,  whofe 
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1689  dominions  lie  on  that  river,  and  who  are  cither  tributaries  to,  or  clfe  powerful  governors  un- 
der the  Mogul,  not  a  great  diftance  from  his  court ;  were  apt  to  make,  and  fometimes  have 
made,  arbitrary  demands  of  duties  for  paffing  that  way.  Higher  up,  at  the  town  of  Huguclv, 
the  Dutch  have  a  noble  fort  and  faftory,  for  the  fame  trade,  and  alfo  for  Bengal  ftufFs,  calico, 
cotton,  and  muflin,  for  the  European  markets ;  as  alfo  for  opium,  ginger,  long  pepper,  to- 
bacco, &c.  for  the  country  trade. 

On  the  fame  river  too,  the  French  lately  had  a  fort  and  faflory.  Here,  likewife,  the 
Danes  had  formerly  a  fadlory.  Likewife,  in  the  year  1723,  the  late  Oftend  Company  had  a 
faftory. 

At  Huguely,  the  Great  Mogul  has  a  cuftom-houfe,  and  on  that  river  there  is  a  vaft  trade 
carried  on  for  all  kinds  of  India  goods,  backward  and  forward  :  and,  befide  their  ftaple  goods 
before  mentioned,  they  trade  in  (tuffs  ofherba,  (the  rind  of  a  certain  tree,  which  they  drefs, 
and  draw  out  fo  fine,  that  it  works  like  filk,  with  which  and  alfo  with  cotton  it  is  woven) 
aloes,  opium,  wax,  laque,  civet,  indigo,  canes,  fpices  ;  alfo  in  fugar  and  rice,  carried  all  over 
India  in  immcnfe  quantities, 

•  This  great  kingdom  of  Bengal  had  its  own  monarchs  till  tlie  year  1582,  when  it  was  con- 
quered by  the  Mogul.     It  is  one  of  the  fineft  countries  of  all  Afia,  and  is  faid  to  bring  five 
"    millions  flerling  annually  into  the  Mogul's  treafury  ;  and  is  likewife  obliged,  on  occafion,  to 
fupply  him  with  forty  thoufend  horfe,  and  eighty  thoufand  foot  foldiers. 

The  Portuguefe  had  once  feveral  fadories  here ;  but  have  long  fince  been  expelled  by  the 
Moguls,  for  their  rapacious  and  outrageous  conduft. 

Higher  up  Huguely  River,  at  Caffembazar,  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  have  their  out-faSories : 
as  at  Dacca,  an  ifland  in  the  moll  eafterly  branch  of  the  Ganges  ;  and  at  Maldo,  on  another 
branch  of  that  vaft  river  ;  all  depending  on  the  before-mentioned  principal  and  fortified  fafto- 
ries.  The  Englifii,  Dutch,  and  French,  have  each  a  faftory  at  Balaforc,  or  Baflbra,  in  die 
Bay  of  Bengal,  chiefly  for  taking  in  pilots  for  condufting  them  up  the  Ganges.  At  this  time, 
the  Englifh  Company  publifhed  a  ftate  of  their  trade,  fliipping,  and  forts,  viz. 

^*  Firft,  That  within  feven  years  paft,  they  had  built  fixteen  great  fhipSi  from  nine  hundred 
**  to  thirteen  hundred  tons  each. 
c  "  Secondly,  That  in  lieu  of  Bantam,*  from  whence  they  had  been  expelled,  they  have  ercft- 

**  ed  and  garrifoned  three  forts  in  other  parts  of  India,  for  the  pepper  trade. 

**  Thirdly,  That  they  had  now  at  fea,  in  India,  and  coming  home,  eleven  fliips,  and  four 
**  permiffion  fhips,  whofc  cargoes  amounted  to  above  three  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand 
^*  pounds. 

**  Fourthly,  They  had  feven  great  Ihips,  and  fix  permiffion  ones,  all  for  Coaft  and  Bay, 
<*  whofe  cargoes  amounted  to  near  five  hundred  and  feventy -thoufand  pounds. 

«*  Fifthly,  They  had  feven  (hips  for  China  and  the  South  Seas,  whofe  cargoes  amounted  to 
**  near  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  befide  feveral  fmall  veflels,  conftantly  remaining  in 
^*  India. 

*'  Sixthly,  That  they  have  now  remaining  India  goods  unfold  at  home,  to  the  value  of  fc- 
^*  ven  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

"  Seventhly,  That,  by  means  of  their  Ifle  of  Bombay,  they  have  brought  thither  the  prin- 
**  cipal  part  of  tlie  trade  of  Surat ;  and  where,  from  four  thoufand  families,  computed  when 
**  the  company  firft  took  pofleffion  of  it,  they  are  fince  incrcafed  to  fifty  thoufand  families,  all 
>'  fubjedl  to  the  company's  laws. 
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.  1689       **  LaWy,  The  company  had  made  a  mod  fuccefsfal  war  with  the  Mogul,  and  brought  him 

**  to  rcafonable  terms,  confirmed  by  that  Prince's  own  Phirmaund,  and  fcciired  by  a  ftrong 
*'  garrifon  at  Bombay;  which,  being  one  of  the  beft  ports  in  India,  and  lying  fo  near  Surat, 
*'  (the  great  emporium  of  the  Indian  trade  to  Arabia,  Pcrfia,  Baflbra,  and  the  Red  Sea)  if 
*^  the  Englifh  trade  had  not  been  brought  thither  to  load  home,  and  not  at  the  river  of  Surai, 
*'  as  formerly,  it  would  not  have  been  near  fo  beneficial."  This  is  indeed  a  very  pompous 
view  of  that  company's  condition,  as  publilhed  by  themfelvcs :  but  their  enemies  foon  after 
gave  a  very  different  view  of  it. 
1690  Bcfide  the  benefits  elfewherc  mentioned  to  have  been  received  by  England  from  the  French 
King's  revocation  of  theedidl  of  Nantes,  in  the  year  1685,  it  did  good  fervice  to  the  Englifh 
colonies  in  America;  and  particularly  in  the  year  1690,  when  King  William  fettled  fome 
hundreds  of  the  French  refugee  families  on  the  fourh  fide  of  James  River  in  Virginia,  above 
the  Falls,  where  they  have  fince  much  improved  that  naturally  fine  cour^try. 

The  French  in  the  province  of  Canada,  in  America,  growing  troublefome  neighbours  to 
the^Englifli  province  of  New'York,  by  endeavouring  to  draw  to  themfeives  the  whole  trade  of 
peltry  with  the  Indian  nations;  the  government  of  New  York,  in  this  year  1690,  made  an 
attempt  on  Quebec,  the  capital  town  of  Canada,  diftant  about  four  or  five  hundred  miles 
from  New  York  city.  For  this  end  they  marched  from  Nev/  Albany  Fort,  with  three  hun- 
dred Englifh  and  three  hundred  allied  Iroquois  Indians ;  and  although  the  French  governor 
of  Omada  had  with  him  above  double  the  number  of  regular  troops,  befides  Indians,  yet  the 
Englifh  defeated  him,  and  killed  about  three  hundred  of  his  men:  but,  not  having  artillery, 
ice,  proper  for  attacking  their  forts,  which  furely  they  fhould  have  forefecn,  they  wxre  obliged 
to  be  content  with  this  viftory,  and  fo-to  return  home. 

In  this  fame  year,  General  Coddrington,  commander  in  chief  of  the  Englifli  Leeward 
Iflands,  had  better  fuccefs  in  the  Wcfl  Indies :  for,  by  the  help  of  fuccours  from  England, 
joined  to  the  regiments  he  had  raifcd  in  thofe  iflands,  he  retook  from  the  French,  with  the 
Jofs  o-f  two  hunJred  men,  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriflopher  ;  from  whence  he  conveyed  the  French 
inhabitants,  confiding  of  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  men,  befide  women  and  children,  to 
Hifpaniola  and  Martinico.  The  fame  year  he  likewife  retook  the  ifle  of  St.  Euftatia,  which 
the  French  had,  the  preceding  year,  taken  from  the  Dutch :  he  alfo  took  from  the  French 
the  ifles  of  St.  Martin  and  St.  Bartholomew ;  but  he  failed  in  his  attempt  on  Guadaloupe. 

In  this  fame  year  1690,  Sir  William  Phipps,  with  a  fleet  and  land  forces  from  New  Eng- 
land, failed  for  Nova  Scotia,  and  got  pofTefllon  of  the  fort  aiid  town  of  Port  Royal,  (fince 
named  Annapolis  Royal)  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  which  till  then  had  been  fo  troublefome  to 
our  commerce  in  America,  by  means  of  the  French  privateers,  as  to  have  obtained  the  ap- 
pellation of  the  Dunkirk  of  America.  He  alfo  feized  on  and  demolifhed  a  fort  at  St.  John's 
River;  and  dfeftcd  better  forts  in  their  flead.  The  French  till  now  had,  from  Port  Royal, 
carried  on^a  confiderable  trade  to  the  fugar  ifles,  &c.  yvith  fifh,  lumber,  and  peltry.  Yet  King 
William's  prefiTures  obliged  him  toxeftorc  it  to  France  by  the  treaty  of  Pvyfwick,  and  fo  it  re- 
mained till  the  following  century. 

So  great  is  the  quantity  of  timber  in  that  country,  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  New  England, 
that,  in  a&er  years,  the  furvey^^r  general  for  the  woods  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  in  Ame- 
rica had  direftions  to  fet  out  three  hundred  thoufand  acres  of  the  beft  woodlands,  for  white 
pine  trees,  for  mafts  and  other  Ihip  timber,  to  be  near  the  fea  or  navigable  rivers^  and  to  be 
Vol.  IL  4  F  referved 
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1690  referved  for  the  navy  royal :  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  ever  carefully  looked  after,  whatever 
reports  thfere  may  be  of  neglefts  therein. 

The  number  of  houfcs  in  England  and  Wales,  this  year,  as  returned  by  the  books  of  ilie 
hearth  duty,  at  Lady-day  1690,  was  one  million  three  hundred  and  ninety-one  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  fifteen  ;  which,  at  fix  perfons  to  a  houfe,  makes  the  number  of  fouls  feven 
millions  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  thoufand  two  hundred  and  ninety,  or  very  near  eight  mil- 
lions. (Dr.  D'Avenant's  Effay  on  Ways  and  Means  of  fupplying  the  War,  London,  1695.) 
So  that,  reckoning  one  million  and  an  half  in  Scotland,  which  may  be  near  the  truth,  and 
two  millions  in  Ireland,  which  we  have  clfewhere  fhewn  to  be  very  near  the  truth,  tliere  is 
good  ground  to  believe,  there  may  be  at  lead  eleven  millions  of  fouls  in  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland.  That  author  makes  the  houfes  in  Yorklhire  to  be  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
thoufand  and  fifty-two  ;  in  Wales,  fevcnty-feven  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one  ;  and 
in  London,  Weftminfter,  and  Middlefex,  one  hundred  and  eleven  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fifteen. 

Until  in  or  near  about  this  year  1690,  there  was  fcarce  any  other  kind  of  paper  made  in 
England,  but  the  coarfe  brown  fort.  But  the  war  with  France  occafioning  high  duties  on 
foreign  paper,  the  French  Proteftant  refugees  fettled  in  pngland  chiefly,  and  alfo  our  own 
few  paper  makers,  now  began  to  make  white  writing  and  printing  paper ;  wliich,  in  length  of 
time  has  been  brought  to  fo  great  perfeftion,  both  for  beauty  and  fubftance,  that,  in  our  own 
time,  we  import  only  certain  kinds  of  Genoa  and  Dutch  paper  ;  which,  however,  bears  but  a 
fmall  proportion  to  all  the  paper  ufcd  in  the  Britifli  dominions.  How  great  a  faving  tliis  has 
proved  to  Britain,  may  partly  be  conceived,  from  what  has  been  often  formerly  affirmed  by 
ftich  as  are  well  acquainted  therewith,  viz.  that  to  France  alone,  from  whom  we  now  take 
none,  even  in  time  of  peace,  we  paid  annually  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
for  paper  only. 

At  this  time,  or  a  little  before,  certain  mines  of  lead  and  alfo  of  copper  were  found  in  the 
lands  of  Sir  Carbery  Price,  in  Cardiganfhire,  in  South  Wales :  which,  requiring  great  ex- 
pence  to  work,  he  atfirft  divided  into  twenty-four  Ihares,  in  this  year  1690.  This  was  the 
original  rife  of  the  Mine-adventurers  Company,  by  the  ill  conduft  of  which  fo  many  perfons 
and  families  were  greatly  hurt,  and  others  utterly  ruined.  In  the  year  1693,  that  gentleman 
and  bis  partners  fubdivided  the  faid  twenty-four  fhares  into  four  thoufand  and  eight  (hares, 
for  tlie  term  of  twenty-two  years  and  an  half;  in  which  many  lords  and  gentlemen  of  worth 
were  deeply  concerned.  Yet  for  want  of  a  fufficient  ftock  of  money,  for  carrying  on  fo  cx- 
penfive  a  work,  it  languilhcd  and  went  retrograde  until  the  year  r698,  when  a  new  conftitu- 
tion  was  eflabliflied,  by  indenture,  in  a  pompous  manner  ;  the  Duke  of  Leeds  being  thereby 
eftablifhed  governor  of  thi«  company,  and  Sir  Hutnphry  Mackworth  deputy  governor,  both 
during  life,  with  a  fcle£l  committee  of  managers  or  direftors :  and  a  new  capital  (lock  of 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  was  raifed,  for  paying  ofr  debts  before  contrafled,  and  for  vigoroufly 
carrying  on  the  mines ;  and  five  years  were  hereby  added  to  tlie  faid  twenty-two  years  and  an 
half  of  their  grant.  Sir  Humphry  Mackworth's  propofal  and  plan  was^  accepted  of,  and  he 
imdertook  the  conduA  of  the  whole,  viz.  to  difpofe  of  the  four  thoufand  and  eight  fhares  by 
a  lottery  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds,  at  five  pounds  per  ticket,  confid- 
ing of  twenty-five  thoufand  tickets  in  all;  whereof  two  thoufand  five  hundred  were  to  be  for- 
tunate: with  abundance  of  wild  perplexed  and  romantic  articles  ^  which,  however,  drew  in 
many  perfons  of  worth  and  cliarafter» 
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1690  Sir  Humphry  Mackworth  brought  into  this  new  conftitution  his  own  Rnds,  coal  pits,  and 
mines,  near  Neath,  in  Glaraorganlhire,  where  wharfs  and  warchoufes,  refining  houfes  and 
mills  were  crefted,  and  much  lead  ore  was  raifed,  from  whence  quantities  of  filver  were  ex- 
trafted,  and  alfo  litharge  of  lead,  which  is  ufed  by  apothecaries,  furgeons,  and  painters ;  but 
moft  principally  by  potters,  for  glazing  of  their  earthen  ware,  and  by  the  makers  of  fine  glafs ; 
and  of  red  lead,  into  which  litharge  is  eaCly  transformed.  Thus  they  went  on,  at  a  vaft  ex- 
pence,  till  the  next  century ;  till  which  time  we  fhall  leave  them,  after  obfervihg,  that  it  is 
fomewhat  ftrangc,  fo  many  fagacious  perfons,  as  Sir  Humphry  Mackworth  drew  into  this  pro- 
jeft,  did  not  entertain  any  fufpicion  of  his  pompous  out-fet,  and  of  his  propofals  of  one-twelfth 
part  of  the  clear  profit  of  the  mines  to  be  difpofed  of  to  fuch  charitable  ufes  as  he  Ihould  direft, 
previous  to  their  knowing  any  thing  certain  whether  there  would  be  any  profit  at  all  from  a 
mere  embryo  projeft.  By  fuch  means,  and  likewifc  by  his  charity  propofal,  abundance  of 
clergy,  widows,  and  orphans  were  engaged  therein. 

1691  After  the  Englilh  Eaft  India  Company's  very  great  expence  of  money  and  men  in  their 
war  with  the  Great  Mogul,  they  at  length  obtained  peace  with  him,  and  the  reftitution  of 
their  former  privileges,  in  the  year  1691  ;  when  they  likewife  rc-c(lablifhed  their  revolted  fac* 
tory  at  Bombay,  and  quieted  the  ifle  of  St.  Helena.  Neverthelefs,  the  above  great  expence, 
the  inceflant  clamours  of  the  interlopers,  and  of  the  friends  of  thofe  put  to  death  at  St.  He- 
lena, jointly  confpired  to  bring  that  company  into  great  difcrcdit ;  fo  that  printed  papers  were 
handed  about  in  coffee  houfes  and  otlicr  public  places,  difplaylng  tlieir  crimes  and  mifcarriages ; 
doubtlefs  not  without  exaggerations.  Propofals  alfo  were  publiftied  for  dilTolving  this,  and 
for  erefting  a  new  company.  And  fo  far  was  the  Houfe  of  Commons  influenced  hereby,  ag 
in  this  fame  year  to  addrcfs  King  William  to  dilTolvc  the  company,  agreeable  to  the  power  le- 
ferved  by  the  crown  in  their  charter,  and  to  incorporate  a  new  one. 

The  King's  anfwer  was,  **  that  it  being  a  maaer  of  very  great  importance,  it  required  fome 
**  time  to  confider  their  faid  addrcfs."  In  the  mean  time  the  King  referred  it  to  a  committee 
of  the  privy  council ;  whereupon  the  company  did,  in  writing,  declare  their  fubmilTion  to  fuch 
regulations  as  that  committee  of  council  fliould  prefcribe ;  which  were  in  fubftance-:  **  that 
**  their  capital  flock  Ihould  be  made  up  one  million  five  hundred  tlioufand  pounds  at  leail, 
•*  but  not  to  exceed  two  millions ;  of  which  the  prcfent  company's  capital  of  fevcn  hundred 
*'  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  was  to  conftitutc  a  part :  and  the  prcfent  company,  jointly  with 
f*  the  new  fubfcribers,  to  be  incorporated  for  twenty-one  years."  Wc  fliall  give  the  com- 
pany's anfwer  and  vindication  under  the  next  year. 

The  government  of  New  England  ftill  finding  the  Frencli  in  Canada  to  be  very  tioublefomc 
neighbours,  they  fent  out  a  fleet  of  thirty-two  fail,  with  two  thoufand  land  forces  on  board, 
for  the  attack  of  Quebec;  but,  being  eight  weeks  in  failing  up  the  river  of  St.  Lawrence, 
{which  the  author  of  the  Britifh  Empire  in  America  thinks  might  have  been  done  in  two  or 
three  weeks)  they  thereby  gave  time  to  the  French  to  bring  all  tlieir  ftrength  to  Quebec  :  be- 
fore which  place  our  people  being  rcpulfcd,  were  obliged  to  re-embark ;  many  of  their  Ihips  in 
comiflgdown  that  river  were  wrecked  or  loll :  and  when  two  thoufand  Engliih  and  one  thou- 
fand five  hundred  Indians  had  marched  over  land  from  Kew  York,  Counefticut,  &c.  they 
found  no  canoes  to  Iranfport  them  over  the  lakes ;  they  were  therefore  likewife  forced  to  re- 
turn Tiome.  In  this  unfortunate  and  ill-condufted  expedition  the  province  of  New  England 
contraftcd  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  debt;  and  there  were  liid  to  have  been 
one  thoufand  lives  loft,  one  way  or  other. 
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1691       We  fhall,  under  this  year  1691,  exhibit  (from  p.  13,  of  the  preface  of  an  oftavo  book^ 
♦printed  in  this  fame  year,  entitled,  An  Account  of  new  Inventions  and  Improvements  now 
neccffary  for  England)  a  pregnant  inftancc  of  French  vanity  and  arrogance,  which  the  author 
afBrms  was  then  engraven  on  the  great  Freiich  firflrate  (hip  of  war,  named  the  St  Louis,  vi»». 


•*  Je  fuis  r unique  i?€  VOncle^ 
*'  Et  mon  Roy  du  Monde! 


Which  we  apprehend  majr  not  unfitly  be  engliflied  thus  ; 


I,  on  the  Ocean,  am  the  mightieft  thing,  • 
As  on  the  land  is  my  alt-potent  King  ! 


a69X  We  ftiall  now  give  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  Company's  vindication  of  th'emfclves,  by  way  of 
reply  to  the  regulations  propofed  by  the  committee  of  the  privy  council,  at  the  clofe  of  the 
preceding  year,  viz.  "  that  their  prefent  quick  and  dead  ftock,"  (the  former  means  (hips  and 
merchandize,  the  latter  forts,  faftories,  houfes,  &c.)  ***  and  revenue,  are  really  worth  nwrc 
•*  than  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  Tlie  prefeiit  current  price  of  their  capital 
'*  (lock  at  market  being  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.  That  they  kirew  no  law  nor  reafon, 
"  for  their  being  thus  difpoflefled  of  their  eftates  at  an  under  value-.  That  their  forts,  towns, 
•*  and  territories  in  India  are  theirs  for  ever  by  their  charters,  and  have  coft  them,  firft  and 
**  laft,  above  a  million  fterling.  That  all  the  other  propofed  regulations  are  better  provided 
**  for  by  their  prefcnt  charter  than  they  can  be  by  any  new  one,  &c."  Vide  an  Account  of 
fome  Tranfaftions  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  before  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  CouncS,  re- 
lating to  the  late  Eaft  India  Company,  in  quarto,   1693,  P*  ^'"^j  *^^- 

In  this  fame  year,  the  King's  anfwer  ro  the*  Commons  before-mentioned  addrefs,  was  in 
fubftance,  '*^  that,  upon  due  confultation,  he  found  he  could  not  diffolve  the  faid  company  in 
**  lefs  than  three  years  warning;  during  which  time  they  could  not  be  hindered  from  trading, 
**  nor  could  a  new  company  trade  till  thofe  three  years  were  expired.  That  the  company  hav- 
**  ing  rejeftcd  moft  of  the  regulations  made  by  the  committee  pf  council,  he  was  of  opinion, 
**  that  what  was  needful  to  preferve  this  valiiable  trade  could  not  be  perfefted  without  the 
**  concurrence  of  Parliament:  wherefore  he  recommended  their  preparing  a  bill  for  that 
**  purpofe." 

This  was  fpeaking  like  a  good  King  to  a  free  people ;  whereupon  the  Houfe  of  Commons- 
took  the  fettlement  of  this  trade  into  confideration :  yet,  through  their  divifions,  arid  the 
.  company's  great  intereft,  they  did  nothing  efFeftual ;  only  at  the  ctofe  of  that  feffion  they  ad- 
drcfled  the  King  to  diflblve  the  company  at  the  end  of  the  faid  rliree  years  ;  which,  he  tDld 
them,  he  would  take  into  confideration. 

A  war  with  France  having  (before)  been  feen  to  be  unavoidable  By  England,  it  was  foon 
found  \o  be  very  unfortunate  for  the  latter,  that  as  her  maritime  commerce  was  much  greater 
than  that  of  France,  fhe  was  thcieby  very  much  expofed  to  captures  by  French  privateers  ;  fo 
that,  by  an  account  laid  before  the  Parliament,  ih  this  fame  year  1692,  it  appeared,  that  the 
French  had  in  the  two  ycara  paft  of  this  war,  taken  from  England  no  lefs  than  three  thoufand 
fail  of  trsrding  veflels,  great  and  fmall.  And  within  the  fame  period  we  had  taken  from  France 
only  fixty-fcven  merchant  Ihips.     A  terrible  difi^ercnce  indeed.     Yet  not  fo  difficult  to  be 
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1692  accounted  for  as  fome  might  Imagine,  when  it  is  confidercd  that  fo  great  a  part  of  the  French 

commerce  was  at  this  time  carried  on  in  foreign  fhips,  and  chiefly  till  now  in  Dutch  bottoms. 

On  the  other  hand,  for  balancing  part  of  thk  great  misfortune,  the  ftrift  prohibition  of 
commerce  by  both  nations,  during  this  war,  proved  the  occafion  of  gradually  deftroying  fcve- 
ral  very  profitable  French  manufaftures,  which  were  either  transferred  to  England  direftly,  or 
clfe  eflablifhed  by  other  nations.     Thus, 

Firft,  France  was  almoft  entirely  deprived  of  a  moft  profitable  lineji  raanufafture,  never 
likely  to  be  regained,  of  two  particular  fpecies,  viz.  dowlas  and  lockram,  chiefly  manufactu- 
red in  Normandy  and  Britanny  ;i  of  which  England  was  faid  to  have  taken  off  to  the  value  of 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  annually.  F'or  England  not  being  well  able  to  be  with- 
out trhofe  two  forts  of  lii^en,  fet  the  Hamburgers  on  imitating  them  fo  well,  that  the  very 
names  of  thofe  French  linens  with  us  are  buried  in  oblivion. 

Secondly,  France,  before  this  war,  manufa^urcd  fuch  good  and  cheap  felt-hats,  at  Caud- 
beque,  Havre-dc-Grace,  and  other  pJaces  in  Normandy,  tliat,  by  our  prohibiting  of  them, 
we  have  gradually  arrived  at  fo  great  a  perfeftion  in  hat-making,  as  to  make  them  better,  as 
well  as  cheaper,  than  the  French  can  do- 
Thirdly,  Before  this  war,  the  fine  glafs  manufafture  was  almoft:  entirely  French.  For,  not 
only  very  near  all  the  plate- glafs  of  our  coaches  and  chairs,  and  of  our  fine  looking-glafl!cs, 
came  from  France,  but  hkewife  our  finefl:  window-glafs,  which  was  ufually  called  Normandy- 
glafs,  and  French  crown-glafs  :  both  which  we  have  fince  made  entirely  our  own  manufac- 
ture in  the  higheft  perfeftion. 

We  have  before  obOrved,  under  the  year  1685,  the  great  benefits  which   had  accrued  to 

England  by  her  receiving  the  French  Protefl:ant  Refugees,  who  introduced  feveral  new  manu- 

faclures:  neverthelefs,  the  improven>cnt  of  them,  and  of  the  others  before-named,  could  not 

have  been  fo  fpeedily  nor  fo  efi'eftually  accompliflied,  had  it  not  been  for  the  ftrift  prohibition 

•       of  intercourfe  between  the  two  nations  by  this  war.     Whereby  alfa, 

Fourthly,  Cutlery-ware,  watches,  toys,  ribbons,  &c.  and  more  efpecially  England*s  broad- 
filk  manufafture,  have  been  fo  greatly  improved,  as  even  to  out-do  the  French  in  all  of  them. 
Hence  it  may  be  well  imagined  how  immenfe  the  lofs  of  France  muft  liave  been  in  the  decreafe 
of  their  faid  manufactures. 

This  year  was  propitious  to  England,  by  the  great  and  fignal  vidVory  file  obtained  over  the 
naval  povvcr  of  France,  off  La  Hoguc,  on  the  coaft  of  Normandy ;  where  an  army  of  twenty 
thoufand  men  lay  ready  to  embark  with  the  late  King  James,  for  invading  of  England,  in 
cafe,  as  they  hoped,  that  the  French  fleet  fhould  prove  viftorious. 

Voltaire,  in  his  Age  of  Louis  XIV.  relates,  that  three  hundred  tranfport  (hips  were  got 
ready  at  Breft,  and  Adrriiral  Tourville,  with  forty-four  fhips  of  war,  waited  for  them  on  the 
Korman  coaft.  D'Etrees  was  alfo  on  his  way  from  Toulon,  with  another  fquadron  of  thirty 
(hips  of  war ;  but  they  happened  to  be  detained  from  joining  Tourville  by  contrary  winds.-— 
The  combined  fleet  of  England  and  Holland,  according  to  him  and  others,  confided  of  near 
one  hundred  fail,  commanded  in  chief  by  Admiral  RulTel,  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Orford.. 
In  this  tremendous  naval  engagement,  twenty-one  of  the  beft  (hips  of  France  were  deftroyed^. 
amongft  which  was  its  fuperb  admiral-fhip,  the  Royal  Sun,  of  one  hundred  and  ten  brafs  can- 
nons, fet  on  fire  in  fight  of  that  army,  and  of  the  late  King  James.  Voltaire  relates,  that 
fourteen  of  the  largeft  French  (hips  of  war  were  run  a-ground ';^;n  the  adjacent  coaft,  two  of 
which  number  carried  each  one  hundred  and  four  guns  j    and  their  commanders,  knowing 
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1692  that  they  muft  be  deflroyed  by  the  enemy,  with  their  own  hands  fet  fire  to  them.     This,  adds 
he,  was  the  firft  check  which  the  maritime  flrength  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth  had  as  yet  received. 

In  this  fame  year,  the  French  Refugees  in  England  formed  a  fuccefsful  projeft  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  England,  for  the  making  of  iuftrings  and  alamode  filks ;  a  manufaSure  then  in 
great  vogue,  and  from  which  France  had  reaped  vaft  advantages,  by  England's  paying  her  great 
fums  of  money  yearly  for  them.  They  now  had  a  patent  for  it,  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  beii>g 
their  firft  governor,  for  the  fole  privilege  of  making  thofe  filks,  which  they  foon  brought  to 
perfeftion,  whereby  much  money  was  faved.  And  although,  by  the  change  of  fafliion,  thefe 
filks  are  not  now  in  requeft,  the  projeft  however  contributed  to  the  improvement  of  the  Eng- 
Tifti  filk  manufafture  in  general.  By  an  aft  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  of  King  William,  cap. 
xxxvi.  it  appears,  that  the  faid  Royal  Luftring  Company  had,  in  the  year  1697,  brought  this 
manufaSure  to  the  greateft  perfeftion;  wherefore  foreign  Iuftrings  and  alamodcs  are  thereby 
prohibited^  &c.  This  obfolete  charter  was  made  one  of  the  bubbles  of  the  year  1720,  and  fell 
with  them  foon  after  to  nothing.  It  was  called  the  Royal  Luftring  (vulgarly  Luteftring) 
Company. 

1693  In  the  fourth  and  fifth  years  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  an  aft  of  Parliament  paf- 
•  fed,  cap.  XV.  For  continuing  certain  afts  therein  mentioned,  and  for  charging  feveral  joint- 

ftocks  ;  whereby  it  was  enafted, 

**  I.  That  for  every  hundred  pounds  of  Eaft  India  joint-ftock,  there  fhould  be  anfwered  to 
**  their  Majefties  five  pounds  ;  valuing  the  whole  joint-ftock  of  that  company  at  feven  hund- 
**  red  and  forty-four  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  paid  quarterly  by  their  governor  or  trcafurer,  and 
*'  to  be  dedufted  from  the  feveral  perfons  interefted  in  the  faid  ftock,  according  to  their  feve* 
**  ral  (hares  and  proportions  therein,  upon  their  next  dividends. 

**  II.  And  for  every  Ihare  in  the  joint-ftock  of  the  Royal  African  Company,  twenty  Ihil- 
**  lings." — Without  naming  how  many  Ihares,  or  what  fum  the  faid  joint-ftock  confifted  of. 

•*  III.  And  for  every  fhare  in  the  joint-ftock  of  the  Hudfon*s  Bay  Company,  five  pounds*" 
Without  afcertaining  the  number  of  fhares,  or  the  quantity  of  ftock  of  this  company. 

*'  And  in  cafe  any  of  the  faid  three  companies  ihall  make  default  in  payment  of  any  of  tlie 
^*  faid  fums,  at  the  time  herein  fpecified,  the  charter  of  fuch  company  refpcftivcly  Ihall  be, 
^*  and  is  hereby  adjudged  to  be  void," 

Thefe  were  the  only  joint-ftock  commercial  companies  then  in  England  ;  the  other  three 
•great  commercial  companies,  viz.  the  Ruffia,  Turkey,  and  Eaftland  ones,  being  only  regula- 
ted companies,  wherein  every  member  or  freeman  traded  folely  on  his  own  bottom  ;  fubjeft 
•only  to  certain  regulations  and  reftriftions  by  the  bye-laws  and  general  orders  of  each  com- 
pany, which  have  therefore  the  appellation  of  Regulated  Companies.. 

It  happened,  it  may  be  truly  faid  either  intentionally  or  moft  unaccountably,  that  the  Eaft 
India  Company  neglefted  to  pay  their  above  tax  within  the  time  limited  by  this  aft  ;  by  which 
they  legally  forfeited  their  charter.  Yet  King  William  was  unwilling  to  take  advantage  there- 
of, as  it  would  have  occafioned  great  diforders  and  lofles  to  the  proprietors.  The  company, 
however,  hereupon  was  faid  to  have  diftributed  great  fums  of  money  to  men  "in  power :  they 
therefore  obtained  a  new  charter,  on  the  feventh  of  Oftober,  1693,  reftoring  them  to  all  the 
powers,  &c.  which  former  charters  had  given  them  ;  but  with  the  following  provifo,  viz. 

**  That  if  the  company  did  not  accept  of,  fubmit  to,  and  efFeftually  execute,  fuch  orders, 
*'  direftions,  additions,  alterations,  reftriftions,  &c.  relating  to  the  conftitution  and  powers  of 
**  their  corporation,  and  its  trade  and  joint-ftock,  &c.  as  the  King  Ihall  by  charter  ordain, 
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1693  **  under  Ws  great  feal,  before  the  twenty-ninth  of  September,   1694,  then  their  Majefties  may 

**  revoke  this  charter."  Which  regulations  and  orders  were  accordingly  made  by  two  royal 
charters  :  the  firft  of  which  was  on  tlw  eleventh  of  November,  1693,  in  fubftance  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

"  I.  All  fubfcribers  (hall  be  members  of  the  Company. 

**  II.  Seven  hundred  and  forty-four  thoufand  pounds  fhall  be  the  whole  capital  of  the 
**  company. 

**  III.  Noijc  fhall  fubfcribe  above  ten  thoufand  pounds. 

«*  IV.  In  general  courts,  one  thoufand  pounds  ftock  to  have  one  vote ;  nor  none  (hall  have 
**  above  ten  votes. 

**  V.  Such  as  fhall  become  proprietors  by  purchafe,  fhall  pay  for  their  freedom  five  pounds ; 
**  who,  as  alfo  the  new  fubfcribers,.  Ihall  take  the  oaths  appointed  by  law,  and  alfo  the  free- 
**  man's  oath. 

*'  VI.  The  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  deputy-governor,  to  have  a  cafting  vote  in  all 
"  courts;  each  ofthem  to  have  four  thoufand  pounds  in  their  own  right;  and  each  committee- 
**  man  one  thoufand  pounds."     They  had  not  as  yet  got  die  modem  name  of  directors . 

•*  VII.  No  permiflion  fhall  b&  granted  for  fhips- to  India  on  a  private  account,  on  the  pe- 
**  nalty  of  forfeiting  the  charters* 

"  VIII.  No  private  contraft  is  to  be  made  for  the  fale  of  the  company's  goods  (faltpetra 
**'  only  excepted,  fold  for  the  King's  ufe)  :  but  all  to  be  openly  and  publicly  fold. — And  no 
**  one  lot,  jewels  excepted,  to  exceed  five  hundred  pounds  value. 

**  IX.  Thecompany  fhall  annually  export  to  India,  of  the  growth  and  produft  of  England, 
'^  to  the  value  of  at  leafl  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds* 

*'  X.  The  company  fhall  annually  fupply  the  crown  with  five  hundred  tons  of  faltpetre,  at 
**  thirty-eight  pounds  ten  fhillings  per  tonkin  time  of  peace  ;  and  forty-five  pounds  in  time 
**  of  war. 

"  XI.  A41  dividends  of  the  company's  profits  fhall,  for  the  future,  be  made  in  money  only. 

**  XII.  A  book  to  be  hereafter  kept  by  the  company,  wherein  the  value  of  their  flock  fhall 
•'  be  entered,  as  attefled  upon  oath,  and  to  be  viewed  byall  concerned  ;  and  the  like  as  to  all 
^••^mortgages,. alienations,  transfers,  and  aiTignmertts. 

**  XIII.  The  joint-flock  of  tlie  company  fhall  continue  for  twenty-one  years ;  and  one  year 
*'  before  its  expiration,  books  fhall  lie  open  for  new  fubfcriptions  to  a  new  joint-flock." 

In  an  Englifh  aft  of  Parliament,  of  this  fourth  and  fifth  year  of  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary,  For  the  regaining,  encouraging,  and  fettling  the  Greenland  trade,  cap.  xvii.  it  is  ob- 
ferved.  That  the  trade  to  the  Greenland  feas,  in  the  fiiking  for  whales,  had  heretofore  been  a 
very  beneficial  trade  for  England,  both  in  refpeft  to  the  employing  of  feamen  and  fhips,  and 
the  confuming  of  great  quantities  of  provifions,  (how  different  is  this  flile  from  the  proclama- 
tions of  King  James  and  King  Charles  the  Firil !)  as  alfo  in  the  importing  of  great  quantities 
of  oil  and  whale-fiiis  : — Yet  that  this  trade  had  been  wholly  lofl  to  the  kingdom,  and  coulcih 
now  no  otherwife  be  revived  than  by  united  endeavours  in  a  joint-flock. — **  Wherefore,  this 
<*  aft  incorporate^^  Sir  William  Scawen,  and  forty-one  perfons  more,  to  be  a  corporation,  by 
"  the  name  of  The  Company  of  Merchants  of  London  trading  to  Greenland  ;  with  the  ufual 
"  powers  of  fucccfiion,  &c.  this  company  having  already  fubfcribed  forty  thoufand  pounds 
^  for  that  cud:  the  mafler,  and  only  one-third  of  the  mariners  to  be  Englifh,"  (the  want  of 
Englifh  harpooners,  &c.  being  at  this  time  fo  great)  "  and  the  fhips  to  be  Engiifh-built. — 
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i6y3  *'  A]l  contrafts,  agreements,  and  bargains  for  their  flock  to  be  void,  unlcfs  transferred  ^^lih- 
**  in  ten  days  after. — -This  corporation  only  to  exiil  for  fourteen  years,  horn  the  firft  of  Oclo- 
*'  ,ber,   1693V'     . 

The  En^Hfh  and  Dutch  naval  exploits  in  this  year,  proved  almoft  as  unfortunate  as  they 
:had  been  profperous  in  the  preceding  year.  For  Sir  George  Rooke,  with  twenty-three  fhips 
.of  war,  having  the  Tu,rkcy  fleet  under  his  convoy,  was  attacked  by  the  grand  fleet  of  France, 
commanded  in  chief  by  Tourvillc,  off^  Cape  St.  Vincent;  who  took  or  delVoyed  twelve  Eng- 
lifh  and  Dutch  fliips  of  war,  together  with  eij,hty  merchant  fliips,  Englifh  and  Dutch:  which 
•^vas  a  fevere  lofs  to  both  nations. 

The  French,  we  have  feen,  having,  even  in  time  of  pence,  in  the  year  1686,  feizcd  on  all 
Ihe  forts  of  England  in  Hudfofi's  Bay,  exceptmg  that  at  Port  Nelfqn,  King  William,  in  this 
year  1693,  '^"^  ^"^  ^^^^  ^  force  as  retook  all  thofc  forts.  Neverthelefs,  foon  after,  the  French, 
with  a  flronger  force,  again  poflTefled  themfelvcs  of  all  the  forts  in  the  bottom  of  that  bay. 

^694  The  revenues  of  the  city  of  London  having,  in  fome  former  times,  been  under  bad  or  neg- 
ligent management,  tlie  fund  for  the  Orphans  of  Freemen  was  fuff'ered  to  run  fo  far  in  arrear, 
that  the  Chamber  of  London,  where  that  fund  was,  and  is  flill  k->?pt,  was  fliut  up  for  feveral 
.y^'ars  :  of  which  great  complaints  were  made  at  different  times  ;  fo  that  tliis  fliutting  up  was 
compared  to  King  Charles  the  Second's,  (hutting  up  of  the  Exchequer,  in  the   year   1672.— 

.  After  three  or  four  years  fdlicitation,  the  magiflracy  coming  into  better  hands,  they,  in  this 

year  1694,  obiained  an  aft  of  Parliament,  For  relief  of  the  orphans^  aiid  other  creditors  of  the 
city  of  London,  (fifth  and  fixth  of  William  and  Mary,  cap.  x.)  purporting,  /'  That  whereas 
**  the  mayor,  commonalty  and  citizens,  are  anfwerable  for  all  monies  of  their  orphans ;  but 
*'  that,  by  reafonoffuudry  accidents  and  calamities,  they  are  no\V  indebted  to  the  faid  or- 
**  phans,  and  otlier  creditors,  for  principal  and  intereft,  in  a  much  greater  fum  than  they  arc 
**  able  to  fatisfy,  (viz.  fix  hundred  ihoufand pounds)  unlefs  fome  aflillance  be  given  them:—  • 
**  It  was  therefore  cnafted,    .  ' 

"  Firft,  Tliat  towards  tlie  raifi ng  a  perpetual  fund,  to  pay  the  yearly  intereft  of  four  per 
^<^  cent,  for  the  whole  debt,  to  any  orphans,  or  their  afligns,  or  other  creditor$,.of  the  city 
**  of  London,  all  the  manors,  mefluages,  markets,  fairs,  aquedufts.,  and  revenues  of  the  faid 
**  city,  (excepting  the  public  hofpitals,  -and  the  revenues  of  London  bfidge)  fliall  be  charged 
**  forever,  from  Midfummer.1694,  towards  raifi  ng  the  clear  yearly  fum  of  eight  thoufand 
^V  pounds  for  ever,  and  two  thoufand  pounds  more  to  beraifed.pcr  annum,  on  perfohal  eflates. 
^*  And,  Jor  the  jncreafeof  this  fund,  fix  hundred  pounds  per  annum  was  to  be  paid  out  of 
**  the  profits  of  the  convex  lamps  i"  (then  in  vogue,  but  fince  come  to  notfiing  ;  four-pence 
**  perchaldron  for  metage  on  coals* imported  ;  and  fix-penee  more  peY  chaldron  or  ton,  for 
*'  fifty,  years,  from  Michaelmas  1700,  to  be  collefted  in  the  fame  manner  as  by  the  aft  of  the 
*•  nineteenth  of  Charles  the  Second,  For  rebuilding  of  the  city  of  London  ;  alfo  four  fhillings 
**  per  ton  on  wines  imported  ;  two  fliillings  and  fix-pence  for  binding  of  every  apprentice; 
**  And  five  fliillings  for  every  new  freeman. — And,  to  the  intent  that  this  fuiid  niay  be  perpe- 
*^  tual,  it  was  now  enafted,  That  from  the  time  that  the  laft-named  impofition  of  fix-pence 
-**  on  coals  (hall  ceafe  and  determine,^'  viz.  from  Michaelmas  1750,  *'  then  the  before-named 
**  city-Jati<ls,  manors,  mefluages,  markets,  &c.  and  all  other  the  city's  revenues,  fhall  ftand 
^*  and  be  charged  with  the  further  yearly  fum  of'  fix  thoufand  pounds,  over  and  above  the 
*•  before-named  annual  fum  of  eight  thoufand  pounds,  applicable  to  the  fame  ufe.  All  which 
**  fums  (hall,  in  the  firft  place,  b^  applied  to  pay  the  faid  four  per  cent,  yearly,  for  intereft  on 
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^694  **  the  faid  orphans  deht,  to  be  paid  half  yearly,  on  Midfummcr  and  St.  Thomases  day  :  whick 
**  debt  (hall  be  a  perpetual  transferable  ftock. — But  no  orphan  (hall,  for  the  future,  be  com- 
•*  pellablc  to  pay  any  money  into  the  chamber  of  London.— And  any  orphan,  under  twcnty- 
**  one  years  of  ag2,  applying  hereafter  to  pay  in  a  fum  of  money  into  the  chamber  of  London, 
*'  may  take  advantage  of  this  aft,  and  the  Chamberlain  may  thereupon  pay  off  the  like  fum  to 
•'  any  who  are  not  orphans  under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  admit  the  faid  orphan  in  his 
*'  ftead. — Claufes  in  favour  of  the  corporations  of  the  water-companies  of  the  New  River, 
•*  York  Buildings,  Shadwell,  and  London  Bridge." 

It  was  a  very  fad  difgrace  to  Sir  John  Trevor,  then  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  to 
be  expelled  by  that  Houfe  in  the  fucceeding  Seflion,  for  having  taken  a  bribe  of  one  thoufand 
guineas  for  the  facilitating  the  pafTing  of  this  aft:  he  hi  mfclf  being  obliged,  in  the  chair,  to 
put  the  queftion  for  his  own  expulfion.  We  may  here  add,  that  upon  the  credit  of  this  new 
Orphans  Fund,  a  projeft  was  afterward  propofed  to  be  ingrafted  by  Mr.  William  Paterfou 
the  fiv^  projeftor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  others,— for  railing  an  additional  joint-flock 
of  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  lending  of  money  on  land  fccurities,  for  a  voluntary  re- 
gifter  of  lands,  and  for  iffuing  and  circulating  of  a  paper  credit,  &c.  which,  however,  did  not 
take  place. 

By  a  ftatute  of  the  twenty-firft  of  King  George  IL  cap.  xxix.  this  aft  is  further  explained 
and  enforced,  and  the  faid  fix  pence  per  chaldron  continued  for  thirty-five  years,  from  1750  ; 
and  alfo  three  thoufand  pounds  yearly  to  be  paid  to  the  Mercers  Company^  for  the  relief  of 
their  annuitants. 

By  the  great  increafe  of  the  London  flipping  and  navigation,  the  piarts  of  the  fuburbs  eaft 
of  the  Tower,  and  below  St.  Catlierine's,  called  Wapping,  were  become  fo  populous,  that, 
in  this  fame  year  1694,  it  was  found  neceflary  to  ereft  a  new  church  and  parifh,  for  the  inha- 
bitants thereof,  by  the  name  of.  The  Parifli  of  St.  John  in  Wapping,  in  the  County  of  Mid- 
•dlefex. 

By  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  faid  fifth  and  fixth  of  William  and  Mary,  cap.  xxii.  a  tax 
was  laid  on  London  hackney  coaches,  then  fixed  at  feven  hundred  in  number,  of  four  pounds 
per  annum  each,  befide  a  fine  of  fifty  pounds  for  their  firft  licence  for  twenty-one  yea^  ;  and 
eight  pounds  per  annum  on  ftage  coaches.  And,  (that  we  may  have  no  more  to  fay  hereafter 
on  this  point)  by  an  aft  of  the  ninth  year  of  Queen  Anne,  cap.  xxiii.  the  hackney  coaches  of 
London  were  fixed  at  eight  hundred  in  number,  to  commence  from  Midfumnier  1715,  when 
the  former  tenn  was  to  expire  ;  from  which  term  each  of  thofe  coaches  were  to  pay  five  (hill- 
lings  weekly.  Alfo  two  hundred  hackney  chairs  were  thereby  licenfcd,  at  ten  Ihillings  each 
per  annum  :  in  the  year  following  they  were  increafed  to  three  hundred  ;  and  by  cap.  xii.  of 
the  twelfth  year  of  King  George  the  Firft,  the  faid  hackney  chairs  were  increafed  to  four  hun- 
dred in  number,  by  reafon  of  the  great  increafe  of  new  buildings  weftward. 

This  fame  year  is  memorable  for  the  firft  ereftion  of  the  prefent  moft  ufcful  and  laudable 
Corporation  of  the  Bank  of  England ;  which  has  not  only  proved  extremely  beneficial  to 
commerce,  but  has  alfo,  oa  many  emergencies,  been  a  great  fupport  of  the  public  credit  of  the 
natioru 

We  have  partly  feen,  fliatl>eforethis  time  there  were  propofals  and  fchemes  offered  to  the 
public  for  a  like  purpofe  :  and,  it  is  indeed  fomewhat  ftrange,  that  a  public  or  general  bank, 
capable  of  not  only  fupporting  its  own  credit,  by  a  paper  currency,  for  the  benefit  of  com- 
merce, (efpecially  with  refpeft  to  large  payments,)  but  alfo  for  affifting  or  fupporting  the  na- 
VoL.  IL  '  4  G  /^8^tN.  tional 
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1694  tional  credit,  was  not  fooner  eftablilhed  in  a  country  fo  much  abounding  in  wealth  and  com- 
merce. 

There  were  in  Europe,  at  this  time,  but  four  great  or  confiderable  banks,  viz,  tljofeof  Am* 
fterdam,  Venice,  Genoa,  and  Hamburg  ;  of  which  all  but  that  of  Genoa,  are  folely  for  the 
convenience  of  merchants  :  of  which  alfo  we  have  already  treated  fufficiently.  At  Amfterdam, 
Venice,  and  Hamburg,  all  bills  of  exchange  and  other  large  payments  are  ufually  paid  in  their 
banks,  which  faves  much  trouble  to  merchants. 

There  are  in  other  parts  of  Europe  certain  banks,  which  are  not  only  for  the  convenience 
of  commerce,  but  for  the  emolument  of  their  proprietors.  Tbofe  proprietors  having  origi- 
nally advanced  money  to  the  ftate,  for  which  they  had  a  perpetual  fund  of  intereft  ;  and  they 
obtained  alfo  the  privilege  of  calh-kcepers  for  merchants  and  others.  Such  are  the  banks  of 
Genoa,  Naples,  and  Bologna  ;  there  being  two  fuch  in  the  laft-named  city,  in  one  of  which 
though  only  ten  per  cent,  was  ever  paid  in,  they  are  faid  to  make  a  dividend  on  the  whole  no- 
minal capital ;  and  they  are  alfo  faid  to  lend  money  at  one  per  cent,  per  annum,  proceeding 
from  the  great  cafh  they  are  intruded  with  without  intereft.  After  this  fecond  fort  of  banks 
was  our  new  intended  Bank  of  England  modelled,  as  well  as  the  two  incorporated  Banks  of 
Edinburgh. 

Moft  of  the  former  printed  propofals  for  public  banks  in  England,  feem  to  have  had  that 
of  Amfterdam  principally  in  view ;  but  although  that  famous  bank  be,  without  doubt,,  a  noble 
and  very  ufeful  one  amongft  a  people  whofe  wealth  confifts  almoft  entirely  in  money,  and 
what  we  call  perfonal  eftates,  it  is  at  leaft  doubtfut,  whether  one  exaftly  after  that  model  would 
be  fo  fuitable  for  England.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  certain,  that  feveral  men  of  good  abilities 
had  for  many  years  paft  employed  their  thoughts  on  this  important  fubjeft,  nearly  refembling 
the  Bank  of  Genoa,  and  partly  thofe  alfo  of  our  own  private  bankers,  having  circulating  notes 
or  bills,  but  with  more  than  all  the  conveniencies  of  thofe  private  ones,  and  without  the  ha- 
zard of  bankruptcies.  It  was  alfo  well  judged,  that,  in  order  to  bringdown  the  high  rates  of 
intereft  and  premiums  at  this  time  paid  by  the  government,  which  was  big  with  mifchief  to 
commerce,  by  inducing  men  to  draw  their  money  out  of  trade,  it  would  be  rcquifite^to  efta- 
blifh  a  public  transferable  fund  of  intereft ;  which  bank  fhould  alfo  be  for  the  convenience  of 
daily  receipts  and  payments ;  and  tliat  fuch  a  fcheme  (hould  be  conftituted  a  body-politic,  with 
proper  powers,  &c. 

Mr.  William  Paterfon,  merchant,  who  had  been  much  in  feveral  foreign  countries  of  En- 
rope,  had  laboured  tliis  point  ever  fince  the  year  1691,  with  Michael  Godfrey,  Efquire,  and 
others  of  the  fame  mind  :  and,  as  England,  at  this  time,  was  put  to  very ,confiderable  difficul- 
ties for  railing  the  annual  fupplies,  in  order  to  fupport  an  expenfive  war  againft  fopotenta 
foreign  enemy  ;  whilft  the  public  meafures  were  at  the  fame  time  clogged  and  diftreflcd  by  a 
violently-difaflefted  faftion  at  home,  who  alleged,  that  banks  could  thrive  no  where,  but  in  a 
republic  ;  and  yet  would  at  other  times  argue,  that  fuch  a  bank  as  was  propofed,  would  make 
the  King  abfolute  ; — he  hoped,  that  the  government  would  therefore  readily  incorporate,  with 
certain  powers  and  privileges,  a  number  of  well-afFefted  gentlemen,  who  would  advance  a 
large  fum,  by  way  of  loan,  for  the  public  exigencies:  yet,  as  he  himfelf  relates,  inihis  Ac* 
count  of  his  Tranfaftions  in  Relation  to  the  Bank  of  England  and  the  Orphans  Fund,  print- 
ed in  folio,  in  the  year  1695,  he  found  it  much  more  difficult  to  get  it  confented  to  by  the 
Privy  Council,  the  King  being  in  Flanders,  in  order  to  be  brought  into  Parliament,  than  be 
had  at  firft  apprehended.  The  monied  men  alfo  oppofed  it,  left  it  ftiould  diminifli,  as  it  cer- 
tainly 
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1694  taiuly  foon  after  did,  their  exorbitant  gains  from  the  public  diftreflcs  ;  for  even  eight  percent* 
on  tlic  land  tax,  befide  additional  premiums,  though  payable  within  the  year,  did  not  fatisfy 
them.  Other  anticipations  of  the  public  revenues  were  much  higher,  the  intereft,  premiums, 
and  difcounts  thereon  running  up  to  twenty,  thirty,  and  forty  percent.  And  fad  it  ^vas  to 
confidcr,  that  contracts  for  things  fold  to  the  government,  were  made  on  the  foot  of  forty, 
fifty,  to  cent,  per  cent,  above  the  current  value :  according  to  the  fame  author,  who  was 
•known  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  things  in  thofe  times. 

At  this  time,  Mr.  Patcrfon  obferves,  in  his  ingenious  book  called,  The  Conferences  on 
the  Public  Debts,  by  the  WcdnelHay's  Club  in  Friday  Street,  that  fo  greatly  were  the  then 
.  minifterial  people  diftreffed  for  railing  the  annual  fupplies,  as  to  ftoop  to  folicitations  to  the 
London  Common-council,  for  the  borrowing  of  only  one  or  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
at  a  time,  on  the  firft  payments  of  the  land  tax  ;  as  particular  Common-councilmen  did  to  the 
private  inhabitants  in  their  refpeftivc  wards,  going  from  houfe  to  houfc  for  the  loan  of 
money. 

The  debates  held  long  in  the  Privy  Council,  Queen  Mary  prefent,  many  being  of  opinion, 
that  a  bank  would  not  anfwer,  as  they  were  only  to  have  eight  per  cent,  on  the  one  million 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  to  be  advanced  by  the  propofers  of  this  bank.  The  dif- 
affefted  were  all  againft  it ;  alleging,  it  would  engrofs  the  money,  flock,  and  riches  of  the 
kingdom. 

In  brief,  an  a£t  of  Parliament  having  pafled  in  this  fame  fifth  and  fixth  of  King  William 
and  Queen  Mary,  cap.  xx.  For  granting  feveral  rates  and  duties  on  tonnage  of  Ihips,  and 
on  beer,  ale,  and  other  liquors,  for  fccuring  certain  rccompences,  &c.  to  fuch  perfons  as 
Ihall  voluntarily  advance  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  it  was  thereby  enafted, 
"•'  That  their  Majefties  might  grant  a  commiffion  to  take  particular  fubfcriptions  for  one  mil- 
**  lion  two  hundred  thoufand,  part  of  the  faid  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,'* 
(bccaufe  the  miniftry  would  not  truft  the  whole  to  this  new  fcheme)  **  of  any  perfons,  natives 
*'  or  foreigners — whom  their  Majefties  were  hereby  empowered  to  incorporate,  with  a  yearly 
«<  allowance  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ;'*  viz.  ninety-fix  thoufand  pounds,  or  eight 
per  cent,  for  intereft,  till  redeemed  ;  and  four  thoufand  pounds  to  be  allowed  the  intended  bank, 
for  charges  of  management. — "  The  corporation  to  have  the  name  of.  The  Governor  and  Company 
**  of  the  Bank  of  England. — Their  faid  fund  to  be  redeemable  upon  a  year's  notice,  after  the 
*'  firft  of  Auguft,  1705,  and  payment  of  the  principal ;  and  then  the  corporation  to  ceafe. 

*'  The  company  was  hereby  enabled  to  purchafe  lands,  &c.  unlimitedly, — and  to  enjoy  the 
^'  other  ufual  powers  of  corporations. — Their  ftock  to  be  transferable.-— The  corporation  fhall , 
**  not  borrow  or  givc^  fecurity  under  their  common  fcal,  by  bill,  bond,  covenant,  or  agrce- 
*•  ment ;  nor  /hall  owe  at  any  one  time  more  than  one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
**  unlcfs  it  be  by  future  afts  of  Parliament,  upon  funds  to  be  agreed  on  in  Parliament. — And 
**  in  cafe  of  this  corporation's  borrowing  any  greater  fum  than  one  million  two  hundred 
**  thoufand  pounds  as  aforefaid,  under  their  common  feal,  then  every  private  member,  and 
**  their  heirs,  executors,  and  admrniftrator«,  fhall  be  proportionably  chargeable  therewith,  or  for 
**  the  repayment  thereof. — This  corporation  ihall  not  employ,  or  trade  with  any  of  their  ftock» 
**  monies,  or  effc£ls,  in  the  buying  or  felling  of  any  goods  or  merchandize  whatever,  on  forfei- 
•*  ture  of  treble  the  vatue  of  what  is  fo  traded  for. — Provifo,  that  the  faid  corporation  may  deal 
^'  in  bills  of  exchange,  and  in  buying  and  felling  of  bullion,  gold,  or  filver,  and  in  felling  of 
-**  any  goods  or  merchandize  which  Ihall  be  pledged  to  them  for  money  lent  thereon,  and 
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1694  "  which  fliall  not  be  redeemed  at  the  time  agreed  on,  or  within  three  months  after  ;  and  may 

**  alfo  fell  fuch  goods  as  Ihall  be  the  produce  of  lands  purchafed  by  the  faid  corporation.— 
"  Provided  always,  that  ail  bills  obligatory,  under  the  feal  of  the  faid  corporation,  ^may  be 
**  affignable  by  indorfcraent  thereon,  toties  quoties;  and  fuch  affignments  Ihall  abfolutely  veft 
*'  the  property  in  the  affignees. — Provifo,  that  if  the  governar,  deputy-governor,  dircftors,*' 
(this  is  the  firft  time  that  the  word,  Direftors,  comes  into  ufe,  inftead  of  committees,  &c.) 

managers,  or  other  members  of  the  corporation  fo  to  be  eftablilhed,  Ihall,  upon  the  account' 

of  the  faid  corporation,  at  any  time  purchafe  any  crown  lands  or  revenues,  or  fhall  advance 
**■  to  the  crown  any  money  by  way  of  loan  or  anticipation,  on  any  branch  of  the  revenue, 
**  other  than  on  fuch  branches  on  which  a  credit  of  loan  is  or  (hall  be  granted  by  Parliament, 
**  they  (hall  forfeit  treble  the  value  of  money  fo  lent."  (If  is  more  than  probable,  that  the 
framers  of  this  claufe  had  then  in- their  thoughts  King  Charles  the  Second's  (hutting  up  of  the 
Exchequer,  with  the  bankers  money  therein,  in  the  year  1672,  which  they,  a»  wr  have  fecn, 
had,  from  time  to  time,  advanced  to  that  Prince,  byway  of  anticipation  of  his  revenues  ;  and 
tliat  this  wife  provifo  was  intended  to  prevent  any  fuch  dangerous  mifchief  for  the  future.)— 
**  Provided,  that  no  letters  of  (ignct,  privy  feal,  or  great  fear  of  the  crown,  (hall  pardon  or 
•*  remit  any  line  or  amerciament  charged  on  this  corporation,  on  account  of  any  fuit  brought 
**  againft  them  ;  but  fuch  line  (hall  be  deduced  out  of  their  annual  fund." 

This  laft. named  provifo  was  wifely  framed  to  reftrain  a  formerly  affumed  prerogative  of  the 
crown  before  the  late  happy  revolution.  The  reft  of  this  long  aft  relates  to  the  King's  grant- 
ing of  annuities  for  one,  two,  or  three  lives,  for  three  hundred- thoufand  pounds  principal 
money,  the  relidue  of  tbcone  million  live  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  to  be  raifed  by  this  ad, 
as  above.^ 

In  confequence  of  this  aft  of  Parliament,  the  fubfcriptions  for  the  faid  one  million  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds-was  complected  in  ten  dayi  time,  and  twenty-live  per  cent,  paid  down. 
And  the  King's  charter  of  incorporation  was  executed  OB  the  twenty-feventh  of  July,  1694. 
Though  it  muft  be  here  obfcrved,  that  this  charter  was  in  faft  little  more  than  a  piece  of  legal 
form,  all  the  eflintial  powers,  privilege^^  &c.  granted  to  this  banky  being  included  in  the  above 
aft  of  Parliament ;  which  has  virtually  been  a  leading  one  for  the  erefting  of  all  future  great 
trading  corporations;  whereby  (agreeable  to  the  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  year  1689,  entitled. 
An  Aft  declaring  the  Riglus  and  Liberties  of  the  SubjeSs,  &c,  whkh  law  we  apprehend  we* 
have  before  rightly  termed,  England's  new  Magna  Cbarta)  the  crown  is  limited  and  rcftrained 
from  granting,  by  its  fole  authority,  new  exclulive  powers,  privileges.  He.  to  any  perfon  or 
body-politic  whatever.  Upon  wlwch  ground  it  is,  tlmt  all  corporatioEis  ercfted  (blely  by  the 
crown,  without  the  fanftion  of  Parliament,  whether  before  or  (ince  the  date  of  that  famous 
aft  of  the  year  1689,  which  contain  any  exclufive  rights  in  their  charters,  have,  upon  proper 
and  public  enquiry,  been  determined  to  be  fo  far  illegal. 

We  may  here  alfo  further  remark,  that  this  is  the  firft  inftance  of  any  national  fund  being 
managed  by  any  other  than  the  crown  officers  at  the  Exchequer ;  which  new  method,  of  al- 
lowing a  round  fura  for  charges  of  management,  has  ever  been  (ince  followed,  not  only  with 
lefpeft  to  the  Bank,  but  alfo  to  the  Eaft  India:  and  South  Sea  companies  ;  which  allowances 
for  the  expence  of  management,  /.  e.  for  falaries  of  governors,  direftors,  clerks,  office-rent, 
&c.  were  at  firft  ufually  computed  from  what  fimilar  funds  had  formerly  coft  the  crown  when 
managed  at  the  Exchequer ;  though  generally,  in  later  times,  L  conceive,  with  fomc  favingto 
the  public  in  this  new  method. 
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1694  "  The  ereftion  of  this  famous  bank,"  (fays  its  projeAor,  the  above-named  Mr.  Paterfon, 
who  was  chofen  one  of  its  firft  diredors,  **  not  only  relieved  the  minifteriai  managers  from 
•*  their  frequent  proccffions,"  as  he  terms  them,  **  into  the  city,  for  borrowing  of  money  on 
**  the  beft  and  neareft  public  fecurities,  at  an  intereft  of  ten  or  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum  ; 
**  but  likewife  gave  life  and  currency  to  double  or  treble  the  value  of  its  capital  in  other 
••  branches  of  public  credit;  and  fo,  under  God,  became  the  principal  means  of  thefuccefs  of 
"  the  campaign  in  the  following  year  1695,  as  particularly  in  reducing  the  important  fortrefs 
*•  of  Namur,  the  firft  material  ftep  towards  the  peace  concluded  at  Ryfwich,  in  the  year  1697." 

Mr.  Godfrey,  before-named,  in  his  judicious  Brief  Account  of  the  intended  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, publifhed  in  this  fame  year,  wifely  foretold,  **  that  if  the  bank  can  circulate  their  foun- 
•*  dation  of  one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  without  having  more  than  three  hun- 
*'  dred  thoufand  pounds  lying  dead  at  one  time  with  another,  the  faid  bank  will  be,  in  efFeft, 
**  as  nine  hundred  thoufand  pounds  freflvmoney  brought  into  the  nation.  Thus,"  continues 
he,  *•  it  will  make  money  plentiful, — trade  eafy  and  fecure; — will  raife  the  price  of  lands, — 
*'  will  draw  the  fpecies  of  gold  and  filver  into  the  hands  of  the  common  people,  as  we  fee  it  ia 
^  Holland,  Genoa,  and  other  places  wl^re  thefe  funds  are  accommodated  to  receipts  and 
"  payments.  But  after  all,"  fays  he,  **  the  happy  effefts  of  this  undertaking,  like  almoft  all 
*'  other  great  things  in  trade,  will  be  beft  urwlerftood  by  the  praftice  thereof,  when  time  fhall 
**  convince  the  ignorant,  &c."  And,  as  this  has  aftually  happened  as  the  faid  able  gentleman 
foretold,  we  fhall  not  need  tofay  more  in  this  place  on  the  great  benefits  of  this  bank. 

The  charter  wa^ dated  July  twenty-fcventh,  1694*^  and  direfts,  *'  that  there  be  a  governor,. 
•*  deputy  governor,  and  twenty-four  direftors ;  of  which  thirteen  or  more  in  number  (hall 
•*  conftitute  a  court,  the  governor  or  deputy  governor  to  be  always  one  :  five  hundred  pounds 
*^  ftock  to  be  the  laweft  qualifications  for  a  vote  in  general  courts ;  and  no  proprietor,  how 
**  much  foever  his  ftock  may  be,  fhall  have  more  than  one  vote.  The  governor's  qualifica- 
**  ti on  ftock  to  be  at  leaft  four  thoufand  pounds,  the  deputy  governor's  three  thoufand  pounds, 
**  and  each  direftor's  two  thoufand  pounds :  and  all  thefe  fhall  be.  natural  born  fubjefts,  or 
•*•  naturalized  Leflening  their  qualification  ftock  vacates  their  office.  Which  offices  fliall  be 
**  only  annual.  They  Ihall  take  the  ftate  oath,  and  alfo  the  oath  of  office,  and  the  oath  of 
•'  ftock  qualification.  Voters  alfo  in  general  courts  fhall  take  the  qualification  oath  and  ftate 
**  oath.  No  dividend  to  be  made  but  by  confent  of  a  general  court ;  and  fhall  be  only  out  of 
*'  the  intereft,  profit,  or  produce,  arifing  by  fuch  dealing,  buying,  and  felling,  as  tiie  before 
**  recited  aft  of  Parliament  allows.  General  courts  may  make  bye  laws,  &c.  agreeable  to  the 
•*  aft  of  Parliament,  and  the  general  laws  of  the  kingdom ; — may  impofe  fines  on  contra- 
**  veners ; — may  appoint  falaries  to  governors,  direftors,  &c.  Stock  to  be  devifeable  by  will, 
**  to  be  attefted  by  three  or  more  witneffo."  This  was  altered  by  an  aft  of  the  eighth  and 
ninth  of  King  William,  which  made  bank  ftock  a  pcrforml  eftate,  and  to  defcend  accordingly, 
-  **  Laftly,  neither  the  governor,  nor  the  deputy  governor,  in  his  abfence,  fhall  have  any  vote 
*^  either  in  general  courts  or  in  courts  of  direftors,  fave^  w»here  there  fhall  appear  to  be  ani 
•^  equality,  or  equal  number  of  votes." 

It  is  evident,  from  the  above  recited  aft  of  Parliament  and  charter,  that  this  bank  is  em- 
powered to  lend  money  on  pawns  or  pledges  :  yet  that  corporatrion  has  as^yct  made  but  little 
or  no  ufe  of  that  power;  although  in  the  London  Gazette,  of  the  fixth  of  May  1695,  is  the 
following  advertifement,  viz.  **  The  Court  of  Direftors  of  the  Bank  of  England  give  notice, 
"  that  they  will  lend  money  on  plate,  lead,  tin,  copper,  ileel,  and  iron,,  at  four  per  cent,  per 
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1694  ^'  annum."  They  have  hitherto  contented  themfelves  with  banking  only;  including  thereiB^ 
ithe  dealing  in  bullion  of  gold  and  fihrer, — the  difcounting  of  bills  of  exchange,— the  advan- 
•cing  of  money  to  the  public  on  the  credit  of  afts  of  Parliament,  and  the  circulating^f  their  owa 
fcaled  bills,  which  bore  intereft,  though  fince  laid  afidc,  and  of  their  cafti  notes  on  demand, 
bearing  no  intereft :  as  alfo  the  circulating  of  exchequer  bills  for  the  government,  on  a  ftatcd 
allowance.  In  all  which  this  happy  coi-poration  has  proved  extremely  advantageous  to  the  na- 
tion, and  has  preferved  its  integrity,  and,  as  far  as  was  poilible,  its  credit,  even  in  very  peri- 
lous times,  down  to  out  own  days  :  which  has  indeed  been  chiefly  owing  to  their  members 
great  care  in  clefting  for  their  governors  and  dircftors,  only  gentlemen  of  known  abilities  and 
integrity,  as  well  as  of  fortune. 

Notwithflanding  all  the  precautions  ufed  in  the  powers  given  by  law  to  this  bank,  it  had 
many  enemies  to  ftruggle  againft.  Even  before  this  year  expired  it  was  fharply  animadverted 
on  in  print,  as  unfit  to  be  continued.  Some  very  ridiculous  objeftions  paiTcd  down  with 
many:  as  •*  tliat  all  national  banks  have  hitherto  been  peculiar  to  republics,  this  being  the 
^*  firft  of  any  in  Europe  crefted  in  a  monarchy.  That  its  managers  and  chief  fubfcribers  were 
**  inclinable  to  republican  principles.  That  it  may  fubvcrt  the  regal  government,  by  getting 
*'  the  public  money,  &c.  into  their  hands.  That  it  draws  the  money  out  of  trade,  for  the 
^'  fake  of  eight  per  cent,  intereft.  That  it  deftroys  perfonal  credit,  on  which  young  mcr- 
**  chants  were  wont  to  be  fupported  in  their  commerce,  &c." 

On  the  twenty-eighth  of  September  1694,  the  Englifti  Eaft  India  Company  had  a  fecond 
charter  x>f  regulations ;  which,  after  reciting  the  fubftance  of  die  two  preceding  charters,  made 
the  following  alterations  and  explanations,  among  others,  viz. 

■^*  I.  The  company  may  licence  their  own  commanders  and  mariners,"  but  none  other, 
^*  to  trade  on  their  own  private  account,  in  fuch  commodities  and  to  fuch  value  as  a  general 
**  court  Ihall  diredt ;  provided  entry  be  firft  duly  made,  as  well  as  cuftom  paid,  before  landing 
-**  the  fame. 

•*  II.  To  the  intent  that  the  company's  annually  exporting  to  India  the  value  of  one  hun- 
^*  dred  thoufand  pounds  of  Englifh  goods  may  truly  be  proved,  a  juft  account  thereof  in  wriN 
*•  ing,  figned  by  the  governor  or  deputy,  fhall  be  annually  laid  before  the  King  and  council, 
**  attefled  on  the  oath  of  the  proper  officers  :  which  goods  fhall  not  be  relanded,  nor  carried 
^'  any  where  out  of  the  company's  limits. 

**  III.  Neither  the  governor,  deputy,  nor  committee,  fhall  lend  out  the  company's  raoncj, 
**  without  the  authority  of  a  general  court,  &c. 

•*  IV.  If  this  and  the  two  laft  charters  Ihall  not  appear  to  be  profitable  to  the  crown  and 
**  realm,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  then,  after  three  years  warning,  all  the  faid  three  charters 
^^  Ihall  be  'determined  and  void,  and  the  faid  governor  and  company  ftiall  no  longer  continoe 
**  a  corporation.     Laftly, 

<*  V.  This  company  fhall,  by  a  writing  under  their  common  feal,  declare  tlieir  acceptance 
<<  of  and  fubmiffioQ  to  this  and  the  faid  two  laft  charters,  or  elfe  they  fhall  no  longer  aft  as  a 
**  corporation." 

We  «iay  here  juft  briefly  mention  a  temporary  law,  made  in  the  fifth  and  fixth  of  William 
and  Mary,  cap.  xxiv.  for  encouraging  the  building  of  good  and  defenfible  fhips.  Which 
grants  one-tenth  part  of  the  tonnage  and  poundage  duty  to  the  builders  of  three  decked  fhips, 
-of  at  leaft  four  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burden  and  thirty-two  guns,  for  ten  years  to  come;  to 
bf  allowed  only  ^n  or  for  their  firft  tlirec  voyages. 
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1694      In  this  fame  year,  the  Dutch  in  the  Eaft  Indies  took  from  the  French  the  fortrefs  of  Pon- 

dicherry,  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel ;  whereby  (as  Voltaire's  fecond  volume  of  the  age  of 

Louis  XIV.  obferves)  the  commerce  of  France  declined  very  much  in  India.     Yet  Louis 

obliged  the  Dutch,  at  the  peace  of  Ryfwich,  in  the  year  1697,  to  reftore  Pondichcrry  to  the 

French  Company  ;  and  it  was  thereupon  better  fortified  by  that  company  ;  though  fince  taken 

by  us.     They  have  alfo  fince  that  period  greatly  increafed  their  commerce  to  India;  as  both 

the  Englifli  and  Dutch  Companies  know  to  their  coft. 

By  the  new  fubfcription  of  feven  hundred  and  forty-four  thoufand  pounds,  which  added 
feven  hundred  and  eighty-one  members  to  the  Englilh  Eaft  India  Company,  it  might  have 
been  imagined,  that  they  had  now  effeftually  fecured  themfelves  againft  the  future  attacks  of 
opponents.  But  as  this  company  had  expended  vaft  fums  of  money  to  courtiers,  members  of 
Parliament;  and  others,  as  well  for  the  obtaining  of  the  laft  three  charters,  as  for  endeavour- 
ing to  divide  and  buy  off  the  interlopers ;  and  more  efpecially  for  endeavouring  to  obtain  an 
aft  of  Parliament  for  their  abfolute  legal  eftabliflxment;  their  enemies  found  means  to  in- 
fluence the  Houfe  of  Commons  fo  far  againft  them  as  to  enter  upon  a  ftrift  examination  of 
their  faid  praftices.- 

In  the  courfe  of  this  enquiry  they  difcovered,  that  in  tlic  year  1693  alone,  whilft  Sir 
Thomas  Cooke  was  governor,  and  Francis  Tyflen,  Efquire,  deputy  governor,  upwards  of 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  were  expended  for  fecret  fervices  by  the  former,,  and  by  Sir  Bafil  Fire  s 
brafs,  lately  brought  off  from  the  interloping  intereft;  which  two  laft-named  gentlemen  re- 
fufing  to  difcover  to  whom  the  faid  fecret  fervice  money  was  given,  were,  together  with  Mr. 
Charles  Bates  and  Mr.  James  Craggs,  committed  to  the  Tower  of  London>  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  in  the  year  1695.  And  although,  in  obedience  to  an  aft  of  Parliament,  of  the 
faid  year  1695,  Sir  Thomas  Cooke  made  a  difcovery  of  many  things  to  both  houfes  of  Par- 
liament, yet  it  did  not  give  entire  fatisfaftion  ;  as  may  be  more  fully  feen  in  a  printed  Col-^ 
leftion  and  Supplement  of  the  Debates  and  Proceedings  of  Parliament,  of  the  years  1694  and 
1695,  upon  the  Enquiries  into  the  late  Briberies  and  corrupt  Praftices,  quarto,  1695.  Con« 
cerning  which  we  (hall  juft  obferve,  that  various  finifter  arts  at  that  time  ufed,  were  after- 
wards praftifed  on  a  fimilar  occafion  in  the  famous  year  17.20:  fuch,  for  inftance,  as  Sir 
Bafil  Firebrafs's  contrafting  with  the  Eaft  India  Company  to  put,  (/.  e.  to  oblige  that  com- 
pany to  receive  of  him)  fixty  thoufand  pounds  India  ftock,  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent, 
when  the  charter  Ihould  be  granted;  although  their  ftock  was  then  only  at  one  hundred  per 
cent. — Whereupon  the  company  paid  him  the  difference,  being  thirty  thoufand  pounds.— 
The  difpofal  of  which  laft  fum  Sir  Bafil  Firebrafs  could  never  be  brought  to  difcover.  Great 
fums  were  alfo  laid  out  for  the  refufal  of  ftock  at  certain  prices,  on  the  fame  fuppofition.  (Re- 
fufal  of  ftock  was  a  contraft  for  having  the  option  of  demanding  of  ftock  at  a  fixed  price ;  as 
-  the  Put  of  ftock  was  a  contraft  by  which,  for  a  premium  paid  down,  the  contraftor  obliged 
liimfelf  to  take  a  fixed  quantity  of  ftock,  at  a  future  time,  for  a  fixed  and  higher  price  therein^ 
fpecified.)  Thefe  new-fangled  or  cant  terms  were  (irft  brought  into  ufe  by  this  company;  and 
in  this  way  of  ftock -jobbing  daily  bargains  were  made  for  many  fucceeding  years,  fb  as  to  be 
fince  reduced  into  a  kind  of  fcience ;  but  moft  eminently  in  the  famous  year  1720,  and  fome 
years  after,  tillallfuch  time-contraftsand  bargains  for  ftocks  were  made  penal  by  aft  of  Parlia- 
ment. Great  fums  were  alfo  laid  out  by  the  managers,  to  anfwer  the  company's  contrafts  for 
fale  of  ftock,-  &c.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  had  alfo  impeached  the  Duke  of  Leeds,  thea^ 
Lord.  Pf efidcnt  of  the  Council,  on  the  faid  account ;  but  the  prorogation  of  the  Parliament 
3  P^ 
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1694  put  an  cnci  to  it.     Some  years  after  tliis  buftle  was  over,  Sir  Thomas  Cooke  had  twelve  thon- 

fand  pounds  beftowed  on  him  by  the  general  court  of  tliis  company,  by  way  of  compenfation 

for  his  former  fufferings  on  thejr  account. 

In  this  fame  year,  a  beginning  was  made  to  the  defign  of  the  how  noble  and  magnificent 
ihofpital  at  Greenwich,  for  tfie  reception  of  decayed  failors  fcrving  in  the  Royal-navy.  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary  had  for  fome  time  had  this  much  at  heart  j  and  they  accordingly 
jiiade  agrant  of  the  royal  palace  at  Greenwich,  a  part  of  which,  on  the  weft  fide,  had  been  bcgua 
to  be  rebuilt  for  a  royal  palace  by  King  Charles  the  Second,  as  alfo  of  a  large  adjoining  fpace 
of  ground,  for  tliis  end.  King  William,  after  Queen  Mary's  death,  on  the  twenty-fifth  of 
Oftober  1695,  appointed  by  patent  a  number  of  commiffioners  for  directing  the  building  and 
endowing  of  this  intended  bofpital,  and  granted  a  large  {\in\  o\U  of  his  civil  lift  for  that  end, 
and  his  royal  fucceflTors  were  alfo  confiderable  benefaAors  to  it.  At  length  annual  fums  were 
granted  by  Parliament  for  finilhing  of  this  truly  magnificent  ornament,  the  glory  of  Great 
Britain  ;  which  was  fully  compleated  in  the  reign  of  his  late  Majefty  King  George  the  Second. 

In  the  fecond  edition  of  the  firft  volume  of  Bifhop  Gibfon's  continuation  of  Camden's 
Britannia,  we  have  an  authentic  view  of  the  vaft  increafe  of  England's  royal  navy,  exhibited 
in  this  year  1695,  by  Samuel  Pepys,  Efguire,  viz. 

Different  Slaves  of  the  Royal  Navy.       InCamden^sTime^  1607.  Jtt  this  TimCf   1695. 

1 .  Number  of  fliips  and  veflqls  from  1 

fifty  tons  and  upwards  /  ""^^  ^o  fhips.  Now  above  aoofliips. 

2.  The  general  tonnage  of  the  whole  was  under  23,600  tons.         Now  above  1 12,400  tons. 

3.  The  number  of  men  required  fori 

manning  tbe  fame  |  was  under  7.800  men.         Now  above  4S.oca  men. 

4.  The  medium  of  its  annual  fpeacc   under  15,50a/.  Above  400,000/. 
charge  during  the  laft  5  years  of  ^ war      «nder  96,400/.  Above  1,620,000/. 

In  this  remarkable  year  the  Parliament,  gentry,  and  merchants  of  Scotland  made  a  very 
great  effort  (perhaps  one  of  the  greateft  tliat  had  ever  been  eflayed  at  one  time  by  any  Euro- 
pean nation  in  their  very  firft  attempt)  for  eftablifhing  a  colony  of  their  own  people  in  Amc- 
lica  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  a  company  for  commerce  te  Africa  and  the  Eaft  Indies  :  which, 
however,  proved  ultimately  very  fatal  to  Scotland,  ft  was  faid  to  have  been  fecretly  fet  on  and 
encouraged  by  the  interlopers  in  the  Englifh  Eaft  India  trade ;  who^  finding  that  both  King 
and  Parliament  inclined  to  favour  the  company,  Mattered  themfdves  with  hopes,  that,  by  thus 
encouraging  the  Scotifh  defign,  they  nliglit  obtain  their  owr  particular  ends. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  it  is  certain,  that  the  Scots  had  long  lamented  their  being almoft  the  only 
maritime  country  in  Europe,  without  the  Mediterranean  and  Baltic  Seas,  which  had  no  co- 
lony nor  fettlement  out  of  Europe.  This  point  was  more  efpecially  in  their  thoughts  fincc 
the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second ;  but  the  violent  meafures  of  the  two  royal 
brothers,  prevented  that  harmony  which  was  neceflary  to  reconcile  people  of  oppofite  parties 
in  fo  great  a  national  concern. 

Upon  King  William's  acceflion,  they  began  to  think  more  ferioufly  about  fuch  mercantile 
fchemes  in  Scotland  ;  and,  in  the  year  1693,  their  Parliament  parted  an  aft  for  encouraging  of 
foreign  trade,  by  impowering  merchants  to  enter  iirto  commercial  focieties ;  more  efpecially 
for  trading  to  Afia,  Africa,  and  America.     And  that  aft  paved  the  way  fcr  another  in  this 
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1695  year,  ^nd  for  a  royal  charter  111  confequence  of  it,  incorporating  a  company  to  trade  to  thofe 
parts.  It  had  been  framed  by  Mr.  William  Paterfon,  the  projeftor  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
and  of  the  new  Orpharis  Fund.  He  had  lived  fome  years  in  America,  as  well  as  in  feveral 
other  foreign  parts,  and  had  entered  far  into  fpeculations  relating  to  commerce  and  colonics. 
He  was  fo  mucli  regarded  for  his  merit  and  public  fervices,  and  alfo  on  account  of  his  lofles,  in 
projefling  even  this  unfuccefsful  projeft,  that  theBritifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  tlie  year  17 13, 
voted  him  eighteen  thoufand  two  hundred  and  forty-one  pounds  ten  fhillings  and  ten  pence 
three  farthings,  in  confequence  of  the  refolutions  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  fourth  of 
March  I/07.  Mr.  Paterfon  had  thouglit  of  a  place  in  the  country  called  Darien,  very  near 
the  iflhmus  which  joins  North  and  South  America,  uninhabited  by  any  European  people,  and 
where  a  good  fettlement  of  Scots  might  be  made,  and  to  have  another  fettlement  oppofite  to  it 
on  the  South  Sea  near  Panama  :  whereby  he  propofed,  that  a  great  trade  might  be  carried  on 
both  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft  Indies.     The  fubftancc  of  the  Scots  aft  of  Parliament  and  Charter 

**  I.  That  a  number  of  perfons  of  quality,  and  of  eminent  merchants,  &c.  and  their  fuc- 
**  ceflbrs,  (hall  conftitutc  a  company  for  a  trade  to  Afia,  Africa,  and  America  ;  to  be  called, 
*•*  The  Company  of  Scotland  trading  to  Africa  and  the  Indies. 

"  II.  Half  its  capital  ftock  at  leaft,  fliall  always  belong  to  native  Scotfmen,  always  refiding 
*'  in  Scotland  ;  the  reft  by  Scots  in  foreign  parts,  and  by  foreigners. 

**  III.  The  qualifications  of  members. 

**  IV.  The  company's  power  to  purchafe  lands,  &c. 

**  V.  And  to  levy  forces  and  fit  out  Ihips,  for  war  as  well  as  commerce — and  that  they  snay 
**  plant  colonics  and  ereft  forts  any-where,  not  being  the  property  of  any  European  ftate,  &c. 
<*  — Provided,  that  their  ftiips  fhall  return  direftly  to  Scotland  with  their  cargoes. 

"  VI.  VII.  VIII.  The  trade  to  Afia  and  Africa  to  be  for  ever  exclufive  of  all  but  the  com- 
^*  pany  :  but  to  Darien  only  for  thirty-one  years. — To  hold  their  lands  of  the  crown  in  fove- 
^*  reignty. — And  if  any  damage  be  done  to  the  company,  the  King  proraifcs  to  interpofc  at 
/*  the  public  charge,  for  juftice  and  reftitution. 

**  IX.  Ships  and  merchandize  to  be  free  from  all  reftraints  and  prohibitions  ;  as  alfo  from 
**  all  cuftoms  and  taxes  for  twenty-one  years,  as  Ihall  alfo  the^  company's  members,  fervants, 
**  &c." 

No  fooner  was  the  company  crefted  than  Mr.  Paterfon  and  his  friends  in  England  had  in- 
fluence enough  to  get  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  fubfcribed  in  nine  days  time  : 
foon  after  tlirec  hundred  thoufand  more  was  fubfcribed  in  Scotland,  the  whole  capital  being 
at  firft  defigned  to  be  but  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling.  But,  fearing  that  the  Englifh 
fubfcribers  would  foon  be  obliged  to  withdraw  their  fubfcriptions,  Mr.  Paterfon  and  his  aflb- 
-ciates  went  for  Amfterdam,  where  they  at  firft  met  with  encouragement :  but  the  roagiftrates, 
foon  fufpefting  the  prejudice  this  new  company  might  do  both  to  their  Eaft  and  Weft  In- 
dia companies,  entirely  fruftrated  their  fubfcriptions  there.  Their  next  attempt  was  therefore 
at  Hamburg,  where  they  were  very  cordially  received,  and  they  expreffed  their  forrow  for 
there  being  left  room  for  no  more  than  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling  far  themfclves 
to  fubfcribe. 

Thus,  far  the  company's  wifties  facceeded  ;  and,  as  it  was  expefted,  that  in  Scotland  two 

liundred  thoufand  pounds  more  would  be  fubfcribed,  to  make  the  capital  up  to  one  million 

ilerling,  they  therefore  haftened  the  building  and  purchafing  ftiips  of  great  burden,  both  at 
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1695  Hamburg  and  Amfterdatn  ;  when  fuddenly  this  fine  profpeft  was  over-clouded,  by  the  alarm 
taken  by  both  the  Englifh  Houfes  of  Parliament,  who,  in  December  1695,  very  pathetically 
addrefled  the  King  againft  the  great  advantages  which  he  had  confented  to  be  granted  to  this 
company;—"  whereby,"  fay  they,  **  a  great  part  of  the  ftock  and  fhipping  of  England  will 
•*  be  carried  into  Scotland,  where  there  will  be  a  free  port  for  all  Eaft  India  commodities ; 
"  and  that,  confequently,  the  feveral  places  of  Europe,  till  now  fupplied  from  England, 
**  would  from  thence  be  furnilhed  much  cheaper. — The  faid  Eaft  India  merchandize  alfo  will 
**  be  run  into  England  by  the  Scots,  to  the  unfpeakable  prejudice  of  England's  trade  and  navi- 
**  gation,  and  of  your  Majefty's  cuftoms. — And  that,  if  the  Scots  bcfufFered  to  fettle  planta- 
•*  tions  in  America,  our  commerce  in  tobacco,  fugar,  cotton,  flcins,  mafts,  ?cc.  will  be  ut- 
•*  terly  loft."     Witii  much  more  to  the  fame  efFeft. 

King  William's  firftanfwer  was,  **  that  he  had  been  lU-ferved  in  Scotland;  but  ncverthc-^ 
**  Icfs  he  hoped,  that  remedies  might  be  found  out  to  prevent  the  mifchiefs  fuggefted." 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  alfo  enquiring  into  the  fubfcriptions  made  in  England,  the  ma- 
nagers thereof  difappearcd,  and  two  of  them  were  impeached  by  that  Houfe.  The  firft  fub- 
fcription  money  was  therefore  repaid  to  fuch  fubfcribers,  whereby  three  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  was  at  once  cut  off  from  this  new  company's  capital. — It  was  alfo  apprehended,  that, 
ihould  this  company  fucceed,  the  Scots  would  in  time  become  fo  powerful  as  to  be  able  to  fe- 
parate  themfelves  altogether  from  England;  which. would  be  attended  with  very  fatal  confe- 
quences. 

It  is  therefore  not  at  all  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  Englifh  miniftry  and  council,  as  well 
as  the  Parliament,  fo  ftrongly  urged  the  King  to  crufh  this  company  in  its  cradle.  For  which 
end.  Sir  Paul  Rycaut,  the  Englifli  Minifter  at  Hamburg,  earneftly  remonftrateJ  to  thatopu- 
lent  city  againft  permitting  the  Deputies  of  the  Scots  Company  to  keep  an  open  office  for  fub- 
fcriptions there,  as  having  no  authority  for  it  f^om  King  William,— Yet  the  traders  at  Ham- 
burg, being  very  fond  of  the  fcheme,  efteemeddt  a  great  hardlhip  to  be  prevented  fromfub- 
fcribing. — They  were,  however,  forced,  with  much  regret,^  to  relinquifli  their  fubfcriptirnj: 
whereby  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  more  was  cut  off  from  the  company's  capital,  after  it 
had  coft  thirty  thoufand  pounds  in  obtaining  it.  The  Council-general  and  the  Court  of  Di- 
rcftors  of  the  Scots  Company  in  vain  applied  to  the  King,  and  they  got  addreffes  to  him  from 
all  parts  of  Scotland,  for  obtaining  the  fitting  of  their  Parliament :  and,  notwithftanding  all 
thefe  difappoiniments  at  London,  Amfterdam,  and  Hamburg,  they  take  an  additional  fub- 
fcription  at  home^  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds',  which  made  their  entire  capital  in  Scot- 
land to  be  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling. — And,  (that  we  may  difpatch  this  matter 
entirely,  nowweareupon.it,)  havings  as  they  imagined,  well-weighed  all  the  treaties  with 
Spain,  they  ftrongly  infifted, — that  the  country  of  Darien,  in  which  they  determined  to  plant, 
was  never  planted  nor  fettled  by  Spain  ;  but  was  always  under  the  independent  government  of 
its  own  Indian  Chiefs,  who  have,  for  the  raoft  pa«"t,  remained  in  a  ftate  of  enmity  with  the 
Spaniards.  Wlrerefore,  with  five  ftout  ihips,  and  one  thoufand  two  hundred  men,  and  all 
kinds  of  implements  for  war  and  commerce,  they  failed  thither  in  the  year  1698,  with  many 
brave  and  experienced  men,  who  had  ferved  in  the  Jate  vrar,  and  were  difmiffed  at  the  peace  of 
Ryfwjch. 

The  fame  year  they  land  in  Darren,  and  immediately  ereft  a  fort,  and  form  a  plantation  on  - 
a  point  of  land,  within  which,  about  a  league  from  Golden  Ifland,  they  found  a  fafe  and  ca- 
pacious harbour,  calling  their  firft  fort,  St.  Andrew,  and  their  new  town  there  New  Edinburgh. 
2,  Recruits 
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1695  Recruits  of  two  fhips  and  three  hundred  men  at  one  time,  and  of  four  fliips  and  one  thoufand 

three  hundred  men  at  another  time,  with  ftores,  &c.  were  fent  after  them  ;  all  which,  and  fe- 
vcral  other  (hips  with  fuppiies,  came  for  the  greateft  part  to  unforefeen  misfortunes  in  their 
way  to  Darien,  which  they  had  now  named  Caledonia :  on  account  of  which  firft  landing,  there 
were  exceeding  great  rejoicings  all  over  Scotland. — For,  as  they  pompoufly  and  truly  termed 
this  fettlemcnt,  The  Heighth  of  the  World,  as  lying  between  the  fpacious  North  and  South 
Seas,  their  views  were  at  firft  very  towering ;  by  intending  to  make  fettlemcnts  on  each  fide 
of  the  ifthmus  on  both  iTiores,  by  which  they  flattered  themfelves  they  fliould  be  before-hand 
with  all  the  trading  nations  of  Europe. 

Firft,  By  fupplying  Peru  and  Mexico  with  whatever  they  wanted  from  Europe  ;  and,  in  re- 
turn, fupply  Europe  with  the  treafure  and  other  produft  of  thofe  two  rich  empires. 

Secondly,  It  being  but  about  fix  weeks  failing  from  their  intended  port  on  the  South  Sea 
to  Japan,  and  to  fome  parts  of  China,  and  as  there  is  but  a  fmall  land  carriage  of  only  a  few 
leagues  over  that  ifthmus  from  its  north  to  its  fouth  fide,  they  computed,  that  in  four  or  five 
months  time  they  could  bring  the  riches  of  Japan  and  China  into  Europe,  and  thereby  greatly 
undcrfcll  all  the  other  Eaft  India  Companies  of  Europe  :  not  folidly  weighing,  that  every  one 
of  thefe  flattering  confiderations  were  fo  many  undoubted  bars  to  their  fucccfs,  and  that  it  would 
be  the  evident  intcieft  of  all  the  commercial  nations  of  Europe  to  fruftrate  their  whole  alluring  plan. 

Befide  all  thefe  romantic  fchemcs,  and  their  projefted  trade  to  the  fouth  and  fouth-eaft  coafts 
of  Africa,  they  had  further  in  view  the  produftion  of  cochineal,  fugar,  iiidigo,  tobacco,  and 
many  other  undoubtedly  fcafible  things  in  their  own  colony  of  Caledonia :  and,  indeed,  it 
muft  needs  be  owned,  that,  fuppofing  all  Europe  but  themfelves  to  be  faft  afleep,  the  very  ad- 
vantageous fituation  of  the  faid  colony,  together  with  the  national  bottom,  and  ftill  large  ca- 
-  pi tal  of  their  company,  feemingly  promifed,  fooner  or  later,  the  accompli fti men t  of  moft  of 
the  great  things  they  had  in  view. — But  they  ought  certainly  to  have  expefted  oppofition,  from, 
almoft  every  quarter,  to  every  part  of  this  fine-fpun  fcheme. 

For,  fieilde  the  then  general  intereft  of  England,  confidered  by  all  men  to  be  in  imminent 
danger  from  thisfcheme.  King  Charles  the  Second  of  Spain  was  then  our  ally,  and  his  mini- 
fter  at  London  prefented  a  very  fharp  memorial  to  King  William  againft  the  Darien  fettlcment, 
which  he  termed,  **  an  infult  of  the  Scots,  in  attempting  to  fettle  themfelves  in  the  very  heart 
**  of  the  Spanifh  dominions  in  America ;  and  which  his  mafter  tlierefore  looked  upon  as  a 
**  rupture  of  the  alliance  between  the  two  crowns." — To  which  the  Scots  Company  replied, 
•*  with  great  labour  and  learning,  and  exhaufted  all  the  civil  law  arguments,  touching  the  na- 
ture of  the  poflTeflion  of  countries  :  urging,  **  that  they  had  at  leaft  as  good  a  right  to  fettle  ia 
**  in  Darien  as  the  French  had  to  fettle  at  Hifpaniola  and  on  the  Miffifippi,  or  the  Dutch  at 
**  Surinam,  &c.  all  which  had  been  efteemed  parts  of  the  Spanifh  dominions  in  Anieric^^ 
**  and  were  generally  furrounded  with  Spanifli  colonies."  With  much  more  to  the  fame 
purpofe. 

The  Dutch  likewifc  were  extremely  jealous  of,  and  uneafy  at  this  Scots  fcitlement,  as  what 
might  greatly  fpoil  their  contraband  trade  from  Curacoa,  &c.  to  the  Spanifli  American  coafts  ; 
and  might  in  time  alfo,  prove  very  detrimental  to  their  Eaft  India  Company. 

Laftly,  The  French  were  no  lefs  uneafy  at  the  eftabliftiment  of  this  company,  on  the  fcore 
of  their  W^ft  India  commerce,  which  at  this  time  began  to  be  confiderable.  They  therefore 
excited  the  King  of  Spain's  refentmcnt,  and  modeftly  hinted  their  readinefs  to  afllft  him  in 
.driving  the  Scots  out  of  Darien,  at  the  very  time,  (in  1698)  they  were  juft  beginning  a  French 
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1695  colony  111  the  Bay  of  Mexico^  at  the  entrance  into  the  great  river  MiiTifippi,  always  eftcemcJ 
a  part  of  Spanifh  Florida.  And  were  likewife  extending  their  late  poflTeffion  of  the  weft  end  of 
Hifpaniola,  always,  from  Columbus's  days,  till  very  lately  folely  pofleffeid  by  Spain. 

Thus  was  King  William  teized  and  preflcd  on  every  fide  for  the  fuppreffion  of  this  new^ 
company,  and  was  therefore  neceflitated  to  comply  with  the  urgent  defircs  of  his  Parliament 
and  people  of  England  ; — of  the  Dutch,  whofe  Stadtholder  he  then  was ; — and  of  his  other  al . 
lies  ;  to  fend  inftruflions,  in  January  1698-9,  to  the  governors  of  all  our  American  colonies, 
flriaiy  to  prohibit  all  correfpondence  with  the  Scots  in  Darien.  For  it  feems,  the  colonies  of 
New  England  and  New  York  were  thought  to  have  a  warm  fide  toward  the  Scots  colony,  and 
would  gladly  have  fupplied  them  with  neceflaries,  as  their  fuccefs  would  liave  opened  a  new^ 
and  large  market  for  their  fifti,  corn,  pork,  beef,  butter,  &c. 

Proclamations,  therefore,  in  the  fpring  of  1699,  were  publifhed  in  all  the  Englifh  colonies, 
ftriaiy  prohibiting,  under  the  fevereft  penalties,  their  holding  any  correfpondence  with,  or 
giving  any  kind  of  affiftance  to  the  Scots  at  Darien.  The  news  whereof,  and  of  the  temper 
of  the  Englifh  Parliament  and  people,  thunderftruck  the  Scots  colony,  who  had  before  that 
time,  received  fupplies  both  from  Jamaica  and  New  York,  and  till  now  depended  on  the 
continuance  thereof,  until  their  own  from  Scotland  fhould  arrive  :  but  now  dcfpairfng  of  them, 
and  being  alfo  denied  any  from  Jamaica,  whither  they  had  fent  for  a  frelh  fupply,  they  were 
neceflitated  to  abandon  their  colony  on  the  20th.  of  June  1699,  which  they  had  bravely  de- 
fended againft  troops  of  Spaniards  who  had  attacked  it ;  and,  being  now  ftarved  out  of  it,  it 
is  generally  aflertcd,  that  out  of  fo  many  ftout  men,  who  went  thither,  fcarcc  one  hundred 
ever  got  back  to  Scotland,  where  this  fad  difafter  greatly  inflamed  their  parliament  and  people 
againft  their  neighbours  of  England. 

The  company  petitioned  the  King  for  redrefs,  whilft  they  were  endeavouring  to  re-poflefs 
their  colony,  by  fending  out  fliips  thither  with  men  and  ftores,  when>  to  tlieir  further  forrow, 
a  fecond  fet  of  proclamations,  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1699,  came  out  in  all  the  Englifh 
colonies  againft  the  Scots  :  fomc  of  whofe  (hipsyi  driven  thither  in  diftrefs,  were  denied  any 
neceflTaries  ;  another  of  their  Ihips,  with  a  valuable  cargo,  being  driven  under  the  walls  of 
Carthagena,  was  feized  by  the  Spaniards,  who  from  that  place  had  now  blocked  up  the  re- 
mains of  the  Scots  fettlement  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  forced  the  few  people  therein  to  fur- 
render.  King  William  anfwered  the  company's  petition  with  a  condolement  for  their  lofles, 
and  with  a  general  declaration  of  being  always  ready  to  proteft  and  encourage  the  commerce 
of  Scotland.  But  the  King's  anfwer  to  tlie  Lords  addrefs,  feemed  now  the  only  proper  expe- 
dient, "  for  healing  the  rancour  of  the  minds  of  both  nations,  by  uniting  them  more  com - 
**  pleatly  ;  that,  after  they  had  lived  near  one  hundred  years  under  the  fame  head,  they 
"  might  at  length  become  one  people ;  which  he  therefore  earneftly  recommended  to  their 
**  confideration."  Whereupon  the  Lords  pafled  a  bill  for  an  union ;  which,  however,  tlic 
Commons  at  that  time  rcjedled. 

This  laft  effort  of  Scotland  was  fo  confiderable,  and  carried  in  it  fo  many  rnftruftive  hints 
relative  to  commerce  and  plantations,  that  we  thought  it  well  merited  this  fummary  account 
of  it. 

In  this  year  1695,  Scotland  was  more  fuccefsful  in  her  firft  bank  erefled  by  an  aft  of  tlieir 
Parliament,  by  the  name  of  The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  Scotland.  And 
ahhongh  its  capital  ftock  was  fo  fmall  as  one  million  two  hundred  tlioufand  pounds  Scots,  or 
one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which  in  England  has  but  a  mean  found  for  a  national 
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1^95  bank,  It  has  neverthelefs  proved  very  advantageous  to  that  country  in  the  way  of  commerce. — 
It  was  projeftcd  by  the  before-mentioned  Mr.  William  Paterfon. 

The  once  famous  Mr.  John  Law,  who  afterwards  made  fo  great  a  figure  at  the  head  of  the 
finances  of  France,  and  who  may  be  prefumed  to  have  been  well  acquainted  with  this  bank  of 
Scotland,  in  his  treatife  of  Money  and  Trade  confidered,  afferts,  **  That  its  notes  went  for 
"  four  or  five  times  the  value  of  the  cafli  in  bank ;  and,  that  fo  much  as  the  amount  of  thefe 
**•  notes  exceeded  the  cafh  in  bank  was  a  clear  additip^n  to  the  money  of  that  nation." — He  adds, 
"  That  this  bank  was  fafer  than  that  of  England  ;  becaufe  the  lands  of  Scotland,  on  the  fecu- 
*'  rity  of  which  moft  of  the  calh  of  that  bank  was  lent,  are  under  a  regifter. — That,  moreover,. 
**  it  was  more  national  or  general  than  either  the  bank  of  England  or  that  of  Amfterdam  ;  be— 
**  caufe  its  notes  "  (many  of  which  are  fo  low  as  twenty  (hillings  fterling)  **  pafs  in  moft 
**  payments  throughout  the  whole  country  :  whereas  the  bank  of  Amfterdam  ferves  only  for 
**  that  one  city;  and  that  of  England  is  of  little  ufe  but  in  London." — This  laft  affertion 
might  have  been  true  when  he  firft  wrote,  which  was  in  the  beginning  of  Queen  Anne's  reign,, 
at  Edinburgh,  but  the  cafe  is  not  fo  at  prefent. 

The  Scotifh  bank  foon  rofe  to  very  great  credit;  yet  it  was  once  obliged  to  ftop  payment : 
partly  occafioned,  fays  the  faid  Mr.  Law,  by  a  greater  confumption  of  foreign  wares  than  the 
value  of  the  goods  exported ;  partly,  from  the  expence  of  the  Scotifti  nobility  and  gentry  in 
England  ;  and  partly,  alfo,  from  a  fuppofed  intenrion  of  the  Scots  privy-council  to  raifc 
the  denomination  of  the  coin  ;  all  which  together,  occafioned  fo  great  a  run  on  the  bank,  that 
its  cafh  was  in  a  few  days  exhaufted  :  but  it  foon  regained  its  original  credit:  and'  might  pof- 
fibly  have  remained  the  fole  bartk  there  to  this  day,  had  they  not  been  thought  ta  have  teftified 
too  great  a  bias  towards  difafFeflion  to  the  ftate.  This  occafioned  a  confideration  by  fomc 
.noble  patriots  in  the  reign  of  King  George  the  Firft,  whether  another  bank  might  not  be 
eiefted  at  Edinburgh,  for  the  convenience  of  the  government,  as  well  as  of  trade  in  general ; 
into  which  bank  the  public  revenues  of  Scotland  might  be  paid.  It  was  accordingly  incorpo- 
rated by  that  King's  charter,  in  the  year  1727,  by  the  name  of  the  Royal  Bank  ;  and  has  fully 
anfwered  the  ends  propofed  by  it,  its  capital  being  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  thoufand  pounds 
ibrling.  And  though  it  may  have  pretty  much  eclipfed  Uie  elder  bank,  they  however  fubfift 
very  w^U,  and  are  extremely  ufeful  to  the  country. 

Amongft  the  many  projefts  about  this  time  in  England,  there  was  one  in  this  year,  which 
has  preferved  its  credit  to  our  own  times,  viz.  that  commonly  called  the  Million  Bank.  It 
took  its  rife  from  a  fet  of  London  bankers,  who  lent  out  money  on  pledges.  Afterwards  they 
agreed,  m  partnerfhip,  to  purchafe  tickets  in  King  William's  Million  Lottery,  in  the  year 
1695,  and  frora'^  thence  they  were  called  The  Company  of  the  Million  Bank.  Next,  they 
purchafed  many  reverfions  of  the  fourteen  per  cent,  annuities,  and  admitted  many  proprietors 
of  annuities  to  purchafe  their  joint  ftock,  which  amounted,  and  ftill  amounts,  to  five  hundred 
thoufand, pounds.  They  are  no  company  by  charter,  but  only  a  partnerfhip  by  deed  enrolled 
in  Chancery,  prior  to  the  aft  of  Parliament  againft  fuch  unincorporated  partnerfhip,  in  the 
year  1721.  They  divided  five  per  cent,  yearly  to  their  proprietors  until  Lady-day,  1728,  when 
they  reduced  their  annual  dividend  to  four  per  cent. 

In  thefe  times,  viz.  in  the  years  1694  and  1695,  a  number  of  new  projefts  were  fet  on  foot 
in  Londbn,  many  of  which  were,  in  reality,  good  for  nothing  ;  having  drawn  in  numbers  of 
people  to  their  undoing  :  fome  of  thefe  ftarted  up  with  tlie  Bank  of  England,  in  tlie  preceding 
year ;  others,  iu  this  year  1695. — Such  as, 
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1695      "  I.  Two  land-banks  :  the  one  projefted  by  Dr.  Chamberlain,  a  famous  man- midwife /* 
(of  which,  more  by-and-by)  "  the  other,  by  one  John  Brifcoe. 

*'  II.  A  projeft  for  circulating  notes  of  hand  and  bills  of  credit. 

"  III.  Another,  called  the  Loudon  Bank;  propofed  to  be  managed  by  the  magiftrates  of 
**  that  city. 

**  IV.  Lotteries;  many  private  ones  all  over  the  kingdom  :  fo me  for  money,  and  fo me  for 
*'  merchandize. — The  laft  kind  the  greater  cheat  of  the  two  ,  for  thereby  old  and  decayed  mcr- 
*'  chandize,  of  many  forts,  was  put  off  by  means  of  thofc  roguifh  lotteries. 

**  V.  Many  metallic  and  mineral  projefts  ;  for  gold,  filver,  copper,  tin,  iron,  lead,  lapis 
*'  calaminaris,  for  turning  copper  into  brafs  ;  antimony,  coals,  fait,  &c. 

'*  VI.  Diving-engines,  of  various  kinds;  all  come  out  (ince  the  taking  up  of  the  treafurc 
*'  out  of  tlie  fca  in  the  Weft  Indies,  called  the  Duke  of  Albemarle's  Spanifh  fhip\vreck,  or 
"  Sir  William  Phipps's,  which  fet  men's  heads  at  work  :  and  royal  patents  were  obtained  for 
"  the  fole  fifhing  for  fuch  v/recks  in  the  American  feas,  and  on  the  coafts  of  Ireland,  Scot- 
**  land,  Spain,  Portugal,  &c.  Thefe  wreck  projefts  made  much  noife  at  this  time,  andfharcs 
**  for  them  were  prefented  to  perfons  ot  diftinftion,  to  give  reputation  to  the  affair,  and  to 
**  draw  on  others.  Expeditions  were  made  on  thefe  accounts  to  fundry  fea-coafts  ;  by  which, 
*'  however,  nothing  was  taken  up  but  a  few  cannon,  &c.  So  the  patentees  were  fure  to  be 
**  gainers,  but  the  (harers  under  them  loft  all  they  paid  in  :  fome  of  whom,  however,  it  fcems, 
**  were  men  of  good  underftanding,  but  were  allured  by  the  hopes  of  getting  vaft  fudden  weahli 
*'  without  trouble, 

^*  VII.  Projefts  for  pearl-filhing,  for  hollow  fword-blades,  glafs -bottles,  japanning,  prin- 
**  ted-hangings,  leather,  Venetian-metal,  &c.  Some  of  which  were  very  ufeful  and  fuccefsful 
*'  whilft  they  continued  in  a  few  hands,  till  they  fell  into  ftock-jobbing,  now  much  introduced, 
**  when  they  dwindled  to  nothing.  Others  of  them  were  mere  whims,  of  little  or  no  fervice 
*^  to  the  world.  Many  of  them  too,  though  pretended  to  be  new,  were  either  old  Englifli 
«*  projefts  revived,  or  elfe  were,  on  this  occafion,  borrowed  from  unfuccefsful  ones  in  foreign 
"  nations. 

**  Moreover;  projefts,  as  ufual,  begat  projefts  : — Lottery  upon  lottery ;  engine  upon  engine, 
**  &c.  multiplied  wonderfully.  If  it  happened  that  any  one  perfon  got  confiderably  by  an 
•*  happy  and  ufeful  invention,  the  confequence  generally  was,  that  others  followed  the  track, 
"  in  fpite  of  the  patent,  and  publifhed  printed  propofals,  filling  die  daily  newfpapers  thcre- 
**  v^ith  :  thus  going  on  to  juftle  out  one  another,  and  to  abufc  the  credulity  of  the  people."  All 
■which,  and  much  more,  we  have  abridged  from  an  anonymous  author  (who  ftiles  himfclf  a 
Perfon  of  Honour)  of  a  quarto  pamphlet,  publifhed  in  this  year,  under  the  title  of  "  Anglice 
*'  Tutamen;  or.  The  Safety  of  England  : — Being  an  Account  of  the  Banks,  Lotteries,  Di- 
**  ving,  Draining,  Metallic,  Salt,  Linen,  and  Lifting,  and  fundry  other  Engines,  and  many 
•*  other  pernicious  Projefts  now  on  Foot,  tending  to  the  Deftruftion  of  Trade  and  Commerce, 
"  and  the  impoverifhing  of  this  Realm. — London,  1695." 

**  VIII.  Embrio  banks,"  continues  this  author,  •*  begotten,  but  not  brought  forth;  fun- 
**  dry  of  fuch  being  at  this  time  hatching. 

"  IX.  The  projeftors  of  many  of  thefe  made  a  great  noife  in  the  town,  for  drawing  in 

**  people  to  join  with  them,  making  ufe  of  various  tricks  and  ftratagems.     As,  firft,  They 

•"  pretend  a  mighty  vein  of  gold,  filver,  or  copper,  to  have  been  difcovered  in  a  piece  of 

^*  ground  of  their  knowledge :  then  they  agree  with  tlie  lord  or  patentee  for  a  fmall  yearly 

*'  rent. 
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1695  **  rent,  or  a  part  refervcd  to  him,  to  grant  them  a  leafe  for  twenty-one  years  to  dig  that  ground ; 
"  which  they  immediately  fall  to,  and  give  out  it  is  a  very  rich  mine.  Next,  they  fettle  a 
•'  company,  divide  it  ufually  into  four  hundred  fliares,  and  pretend  to  carry  on  the  work  for 
*'  the  benefit  of  all  the  proprietors;  who,  at  the  beginning,  purchafc  (hares  at  a  low  rate,  viz. 
**  ten  or  twenty  fliillings,  &c.  Then,  all  on  a  fudden,  they  run  up  the  fliares  to  three  nounds, 
**  five  pounds,  ten  pounds,  and  fifteen  pounds  per  fliare.  Then  they  fall  to  flock -jobbing, 
**  which  infallibly  ruins  all  projefts ;  when  thofe  originally  and  principally  concerned,  fell  out 
**  their  interell :  and  by  this,  and  other  under-hand  dealings,  trickings,  and  fliarping,  on  one 
**  another,  the  whole  falls  to  the  ground,  and  is  abandoned  by  every-body. 

*'  X«  The  Englifh,  Scots,  and  Irilh  linen  manufaftures  met  with  all  due  encouragement; 
"  King  William  and  the  late  Queen  Mary  honouring  them  with  their  names,  which  made  their 
**  fame  to  rife:  abundance  of  people  of  wealth  came  into  them,  fome  from  lucre,  others  for 
**  love  to  their  country. — They  get  to  be  incorporated,  choofe  governors,  &cc.  and  actually  fet  on 
*'  work  fpinners,  weavers,  whitfters,  &c.  and  all  feemed  to  promife  fair:  but  here  again  flock- 
**  jobbing  ruined  all.— They  had  even  brought  linen  cloth  to  great  perfeftion,  having  fome 
*'  Dutch  hands,  and  a  few  heads  to  afhfl  them.  By  the  affiftance  of  the  Dutch,'*  continues 
our  author,  *'  we  have  much  improved  our  lands  in  the  north  parts  of  this  kingdom,  by  fow- 
*'  ing  Taft  quantities  of  lint-feed,  rape-feed,  &c.  whereof  making  oils  in  great  quantities,  wc 
**  export  in  abundance,  and  confume  at  home,  in  lieu  of  foreign  and  dearer  oils,  to  our  dou- 
"  ble  advantage. 

**  XL  White,  blue,  and  brown  paper,  wc  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  improve  wonder- 
*'  fully  :  and  ahhough  wc  cannot  reach  the  French  perfcftion,  we  come  pretty  near  it. 

*'  XII.  Water  companies  ;  as  the  New  River,  Thames  of  LoJidon-bridge,  of  Shadwell  and 
**  York  Building,  Hampflcad,  Conduit,  &c. — Thefe  deferved  good  encouragement;  and  fo 
**  the  firfl,"  viz.  tlie  New  River,  **  has  had,  to  the  gaining  of  vafl  eflates  to  the  proprietors  : 
**  although  the  unhappy  gentleman,"  Sir  Hugh  Middleton,  **  who  began  the  work,  fufFered 
**  extremely  in  his  fortune. — It  feems  none  of  thefe  had  fufFered  flock-jobbing  to  prevail 
"  amongfl  them,  excepting  the  Hampflead  water ;  whereby  this  author  foretells  ruin  to  it,  as 
**  has  fince  happened.  What  helped  to  bring, moft  of  them,  down  was,  their  fetting  up  fo  • 
**  many  againfl  each  other. 

**  XIII.  The  rock-falt  projeft  our  author  highly  commends,  on  account  of  the  integrity 
•*  and  care  of  its  managers  ;  being  a  number  of  gentlemen  and  traders.  They  have  built  a 
**  wharf  at  Frodfliam,  in  Chefhire,  and  export  great  qqantiiies  of  it  to  Ireland,  Holland,  and 
*'  London. 

*'-  XIV,  The  Saltpetre  Company  had  a  worfe  fate. — Great  fums  have  been  paid  in  ;  large 
**  refining-houfes  have  beeiv  built  in  four  or  five  feveral  places  about  London  ;  focieties  have 
**  been  eflablifhed,  and  a  mighty  noife  made  for  a  time :  perfons  of  a  loud-founding  name 
•^  and  quality  have  appeared  at  the  head  of  them,  and  abundance  of  gentlemen  and  traders 
*'  concerned  ;  all  things  being  feemingly  difpofed  in  a  good  method.-— Yet  of  all  thefe  falt- 
**  petre  companies,  our  author  could  hear  of  none  that  made  any  great  hand  of  it,  excepting 
*'  the  firfl  projcftors,  who  always  are  gainers,  and  then,  as  ufual,  they  withdraw.  Stock- 
**  jobbing  was  brought  in,  and  thereby,  and  by  other  mifmanagements,  they  fell  to  nothing. 

•*  XV.  Draining  engines,  of  divers  forts,  have  been  lately  made,  to  clear  mines  of  coal, 
«*^  lead,  tin,  &c.  from  waters  ;  as  well  for  draining  of  flats,  mcers,  inundations,  fprings,  &e.— 

**^  Thefe  are  profitable  dcfigns  for  the  public ;  as  the  more  land  wc  gain,   the  richer  we  arc. 

^'Tha- 
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1695  **  The  earth  alfo  of  fuch  lands  is  generally  rich,  being  much  of  it  marie,  the  bed  of  land.^ 
^^  And  thefeprojefts  have  aftually  proved  fuccefsful,"  fays  he,  *' in  Cornwall  and  Devon- 
"  Ihire." 

Here  our  author  aflures  us,  his  intent  is  not  to  difcountcnancc  any  really  good  and  well- 
managed  projefts ;  but  merely  to  oppofe  knavifli  ones,  for  the  fervice  of  the  public  ;  by  difco- 
vering  the  private  intrigues,  plots,  and  under-hand  dealings  of  the  principal  projeftors  of  this 
nation ;   nothing  of  this  kind  being  ever  attempted  before. 

*'  XVI.  •Luftrings,  alamodes,  hats,  &c.  in  imitation  of  thofe  of  France.  Thofc  compa- 
^'  nies,"  fays  he,  **  have  throve,  and  will  continue  fo  to  do,  whilft  they  keep  ftock-jobbers 
**  from  breaking  in  upon  them. 

**  XVII.  Convex-lights,  and  othet'S  of  that  kind,  are  ufeful  inventions ;  but  other  preten- 
**  ders  belide  the  firft,  difcouraged  this  bufinefs  :  and  London  ftreets  were  not  fo  well  lighted 
-**  as  was  to  be  Wifhed  for. 

"  XVIII.  New  f8tt;lements  in  Carolina,  Pennfylvania,  Tobago,  &c.  in  our  American  plan- 
^*  tations,  make  a  great  noife  in  the  world.  The  firft  planters  fared  but  ill,  having  wafted 
**  their  fubftance,  without  being  able  to  reap  the  benefit ;  laying  only  a  foundation  for  the 
*•  next  comer,  who  may  fucceed  better. — Yet  here,  he  complains,  that  tliofe  plantations  drain 
**  England, of  its  people,  already  too  much  exhaufted  by  the  unnatural  and  imprudent  perfe- 
«<  cutions  in  tlie  late  reigns,  and  the  long  war  in  the  prefeiit  one." — Which  probably  he  would 
not  have  done,  had  he  lived  in  our  times,  to  have  feen  the  immenfe  advantages  drawn  from 
riiofe  colonies,  or  had  he  even  read  Sir  Jofiah  Child's  Difcourfes  on  our  American  Plantations. 

[  Royal, 
<  Greenland, 
^Newfoundland,  &c. 
**  are  worthy  of  our  care  and  application.     The  Royal  Fifhery  Company  has  been  long  talked 
^^  of,  and  fome  fteps  taken  to  make  it  fuccefsful :  but  ftill  one  accident  or  another  has  damped 
^*  it ;  and  it  is  now  again  fet  on  foot. 

"  The  Greenland  fifhery  is  like  to  flquriih,  notwithftanding  fome  loffes  already  fuftained." 
Here  our  author  has  failed  in  his  generally  juft  remarks  on  projefts. 

It  is  not  neceflary  to  ijiform  the  rc_ader  how  ufeful  fuch  remarks  and  notices  may  prove  to 
every  one  who  is  inquifitive;  and  may  point  out  to  all,  the  danger  of  being  too  credulous  in 
refpe£t  of  new  projefts. 

An  aft  of  Parliament  of  this  fixth  and  feventh  of  King  William,  cap.  vi.  feems  to  have 
been  injudicioufly  framed  in  refpeft  to  commerce  and  the  propagation  of  people,  viz.  The 
aft  for  granting  certain  rates  and  duties  upon  marriages,  births,  and  burials,  and  upon 
bachelors  and  widowers,  for  the  term  of  five  years ;  more  cfpecially  that  part  of  it  rela- 
ting to  marriages,  births,  and  burials :  and  even  the  latter  part,  relating  to  bachelors  and  wi- 
dowers, feemingly  intended  for  the  promoting  of  virtuous  propagation,  was,  in  fome  refpefts, 
judged  obvioufly  unreafonable. — Wherefore  this  law  was  not  revived  at  the  end  of  the  laid 
five  years. 

Dr.  D'Avenant,  in  his  Eflay  on  Ways  and  Means  of  fupplying  the^War,  publiflied  in  this 
year  1695,  p.  34,  fays,  *•  it  appeared  from  the  books  of  hearth  money,  that  there  was  not 
*'  above  one  million  three  hundred  thoufand  families  in  England ;  and  allowing  fix  perfons 
**  to  a  houfe,  one  with  another,  which  is  the  moft  common  way  of  computing,  it  is  not  quite 

eight  millions  of  people*     It  thereby  alfo  appears^  that  there  were  five  hundred  thoufand  of 
3  thofe 


XIX.  Our  filheries, 


« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OF     THE     ORIGIN     OF     COMMERCE*  617 


A.  D.  ^ 

1695  ^*  thofe  families  who  were  poor,    living  in  cottages,   who  contribute  little  to  the  public 

**  expence." 

In  that  fame  ingenious  work,  p.  115,  the  author  judicioufly  combats  a  vulgar  opinion,  that 
the  growth  of  London  is  pernicious  to  England,  and  that  the  kingdom  is  like  a  rickety  body, 
with  a  head  too  big  for  the  other  members.  To  which  he  replies,  in  general,  "  that  fome 
**  people,  who  have  thought  much  on  this  fubjcft,  are  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  growth  of 
•*  that  city  is  advantageous  to  the  nation  ;  grounded  on  the  following  reafons,  viz. 

*^  I.  That  no  empire  was  ever  great,  without  having  a  great  and  populous  city. 

"  11.  That  the  Romans  drew  all  the  conquered  cities  of  Italy  into  Rome. 

**  III.  That  the  people  of  Attica  were  no  better  than  a  crew  of  rude  herdfmcn,  and  neither 
**  flourifhed  in  war  nor  in  civil  arts,  till  Thefeus  perfuaded  them  to  inhabit  Athens. 

*^  IV.  That  the  greatnefs  of  London  will  beft  preferve  our  conilitution  ;  becaufc  where 
*'  there  is  a  great  and  powerful  city,  the  Prince  will  hardly  entcrprize  upon  the  liberties  of 
*'  that  people.  In  the  fame  manner,  a  rich  and  powerful  city  feldom  rebels  upon  vain  and 
**  flight  occafions. 

"  V.  That  there  is  not  an  acre  of  land  in  the  countiy,  be  it  ever  fo  diftant,  that  is  not,  111 
^^  fome  degree,  bettered  by  the  growth,  trade,  and  riches  of  London.** 

To  which  may  be  added,  thai  London's  increafe  is  not  a  cafual  or  fortuitous  one  ;  but  is  an 
obvious  and  neceflary  confequence  of  her  and  the  nation's  gradual  increafe  in  foreign  com- 
merce, navigation,  and  manufaftures.  To  all  which  may  be  further  added,  that,  in  a  free 
commercial  country,  like  England,  by  fo  vaft  a  capital  city  as  London,  whofe  inhabitants  arc 
fo  numerous  and  opulent,  the  public  has  often  been  more  fpcedily  and  efFeftually  relieved  ia 
great  emergencies,  than  could  otherwife  have  been  done  :  of  which  there  are  many  inftances 
with  regard  to  London :  befide  that,  perhaps,  five  of  her  inhabitants  do  pay  more  towards 
excife,  cufloms,  and  other  taxes,  than  ten  times  as  many  can  do  fcattered  up  and  down  in 
the  country.  A  judicious  reader  will  be  able  to  find  other  reafons  in  behalf  of  the  increafe  of 
London's  being  beneficial  to  the  nation;  fome  of  which  we  have,  in  another  part  of  this  work, 
borrowed  from  Botero  and  others. 

1696  During  the  years   1694  and   1695,  the  before-named  Dr.  Hugh  Chamberlain,  fenior,  aa   ''^ 
eminent  man-midwife,  of  London,  was  taken  up  with  publifhing  propofals  for  a  Land  Bank 
of  current  credit  for  lending  of  money  at  a  low  intereft,  on  land  fecurity  :  which  was  the  prin- 
cipal difference  between  it  and  that  of  the  Bank  of  England ;  in  oppofition  to  which  cor- 
poration, now  in  its  infancy,  ftruggling  with  many  difficulties,  this  ill-judged  projeft  was 
fet  up. 

It  was  principally  encouraged  by  thofe  of  (what  was  then  called)  the  Tory  party,  and  by  the 
Earl  of  Sunderland,  Mr.  Harley,  and  Mr.  Foley  :  my  Lord  Sunderland's  aim  being  to  bring 
the  Tories  into  tlic  King's  intereft  ;  although  the  bulk  of  the  King's  beft  friends  were  againft 
it.  The  anonymous  author  of  Angliae  Tutamen,  before-quoted,  obferves,  **  that  eftates  to 
*^  a  very  great  value  in  the  feveral  counties  of  England  and  Wales,  were  fubfcribed  to  this 
•*  projeft  in  a  very  fhort  fpace.  A  deed  fettled  ;  a  company  formed  ;  and  all  things  difpofed 
"  to  put  this  wonderful  projeft  into  execution.  To  raife  lands  to  thirty  years  purchafe,  by 
**  reducing  the  intereft  of  money  to  three  per  cent,  the  profits  to  be  divided  amongft  the  fub- 
"  fcribers.  But  it  is,  fays  he,  fuch  a  hodge-podge  and  medley, — a  body  made  up  of  fuch 
**  ftrange  members,  fubtle,  politic,  and  defigning  men; — that  the  fair  face  it  carries,  wins 
**  abundance  to  tlie  belief  of  its  defign  to  be  good ;  though  a  little  time  will  Ihew  the  naked 
Vol.  H.  4  I  *'  truth," 
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1696  **  truth,'*  &c.  An  aft  of  Parliament  accordingly  paflcd  in  the  feventh  and  eighth  of  King 
William,  cap.  xxxi.  for  continuing  the  duties  upon  fait,  glafs  wares,  ftonc  and  earthen  wares; 
and  for  granting  feveral  duties  on  tobacco  pipes,  and  other  earthen  wares ;  and  for  cftablilhing 
a  national  Land-bank,— alfo  for  the  taking  oflf  the  duties  on  tonnage  of  fliips,  (which  was 
imiverfally  difliked)  and  upon  coals. 

Upon  the  credit  of  which  duties  it  was  thereby  enafted,  **  that  two  millions  five  hundred 
**  and  fixty-four  thoufand  pounds  fhould  be  paid  into  the  Exchequer  :  for  which  the  contri- 
•*  butors  were  to  have  an  annuity  of  one  hundred  and  feventy-nine  thoufand  four  hundred 
**  and  eighty  pounds,  or  feven  per  cent,  Subfcriptions  to  be  received  of  any  perfons  orcor- 
**  porations  (the  Bank  of  England  excepted)  on  or  before  the  firft  of  Auguft,  1696;  and  for 
**  all  fuch  voluntary  fubfcriptions  as  fhould  be  made  of  land,  his  Majefty  was  empowered  to 
<*  incorporate  the  fubfcribers  by  the  name  of  The  Governor  and  Company  of  the  national 
**  Land  Bank.  But  in  cafe  the  faid  fum  of  two  millions  five  hundred  and  fixty-four  thoufand 
<*  pounds,  or  a  moiety  thereof  be  not  fubfcribed  by  the  faid  firfl  of  Augufl,  1696,  then  the 
**  corporation  fhould  not  take  place.  This  intended  corporation  fhould  annually  lend  out 
•*^  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  at  leafl,  over  and  above  what  they  fhould  lend  to  their  own 
•*  members  on  land  fecurities,  at  an  interefl  not  exceeding  three  and  an  half  per  cent,  if  pay- 
**^  able  quarterly  ;  or  four  per  cent,  if  payable  half  yearly,  at  the  eleftion  of  the  owners  of  the 
*♦  lands  ;  in  cafe,  fufncient  fecurities  for  the  fame  be  tendered  to  them.  The  lands  conveyed 
*^  and  entered  in  the  company's  books,  fhould  be  afSgnable  from  one  to  another,*'  by  way  of 
transfer,  "  or  might  be  devifed  by  will,  &c/' 

Thefeand  various  other  regulations  concerning  this  intended  Land  Bank  may  be  fcen  at 
large  in  the  flatute :  but  as  the  fubfcriptions  did  not  take  place  within  the  time  prefcribed  by 
the  faid  aft,  by  rcafon  of  the  diflilie  of  tl^  raonied  men,  wlio  faw,  or  believed  it  to  bean 
imprafticable  fcheme,  and  the  fund  alio  like  to  prove  very  defeftive,  there  was  an  end  of  this 
romantic  Land  Bank  ;  whofe  projeftor  and  his  aflbciates,  it  feems,  infifled  on  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  for  framing  the  above-named  fupply.  The  government  was  indeed,  at  this 
time,  reduced  to  great  diflrefs  for  raifing  of  the  neceffary  fupplies,  by  reafon  of  the  very  bad 
ftate  of  the  filver  coin,  fo  that  guineas  ran  up  to  thirty  fhillings,  and  exchequer  tallies  were  at 
thirty  to  forty  per  cent,  difcount;  and  thereby  the  monied  men  could  make  greater  advantage 
than  by  fubfcribing  to  the  propofed  Land  Bank,  whofe  undertakers,  failing  to  make  good 
their  engagements,  brought  the  public  into  ftill  greater  diflrefs;  which  however  was,  in  fomc 
meafure,  remedied  by  the  invention  of  Exchequer-bills  in  this  fame  year. 

Dr.  Chamberlain  went,  after  this,  to  Scotland,  with  a  fcheme  of  fomething  of  the  like 
nature  ;  but  their  Parliament  did  not  relifh  it,  any  more  than  one  of  a  flmilar  kind  propofed 
by  the  afterward  famous  Mr.  John  Law. 

We  are  now  come  to  a  very  diftrefsful  part  of  the  reign  of  King  William,  viz.  the  deplor- 
able flate  of  the  Silver  coin  of  England  5  which  fome  tliink  began  to  appear  towards  the  dole 
of  King  Charles's,  and  more  evidently  in  King  James  the  Second's  reign  ;  but  flill  more, 
foon  after  the  acceffion  of  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  when  the  broad  filver  hammered 
money  appeared  to  have  been  greatly  damaged  andleflened.  The  firfl  law  for  rcdrefs  of  it, 
after  that  period,  was  in  an  aft  for  Review  of  the  quarterly  Poll,  (long  fince  expired,  and 
therefore  not  in  the  printed  flatute  book)  of  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  William  and  Mary, 
cap.  14.  whickonly  cnafted,  in  fubflance,  **  that  whoever  fhould  refufe  to  take  or  receive  in 

**  payment 
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1696  *'  payment  any  cracked  money  of  the  current  coin  of  the  kingdom,  fliould  forfeit  five  pounds 
**  for  every  offence."     But  this  law  rather  increafed  tlian  leflcncd  the  evil.     ' 

By  an  aft  of  the  fixth  and  feventh  of  King  William,  cap.  17.  to  prevent  counterfeiting  and 
clipping  the  Coin  of  the  Kingdom  ;  it  appeared,  *<  that  the  faid  filvcr  coins  had  been  greatly 
*'  diminifhed  by  clipping,  wafhing,  grounding,  filing,  and  melting;  and  that  many  falfe  and 
<*  counterfeit  coins  had  alfo  been  clipped,  for  the  better  difguifing  thereof.  Whereby  what 
•*  remained  undipped  and  undiminilhed  came  to  be  deemed  of  much  greater  value  in  tale 
**  than  the  faid  diminifhed  money."  So  that  moll  of  the  hammered  money  was  thereby  re- 
duced to  about  half  its  juft  value,  to  the  great  difgrace  of  the  nation,  and  which  brought  the 
public  fecurities,  as  tallies,  &c.  to  forty  per  cent,  difcount.     It  was  therefore  enabled, 

I.  "  That  if  any  perfon  fliOuld  henceforth  exchange,  receive,  or  pay,  any  broad,  undipped 
**  filver  money  for  more  in  value  than  the  fame  was  coined  for,  he  fliould  forfeit  ten  pounds 
"  for  every  twenty  fliillings  thereof. 

II.  **  None  fl:iall  call  ingots  or  bars  of  filver,  or  mark  them  in  imitation  of  Spanilh  bars, 
**  under  the  penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

III.  "  None  fliall  buy,  fell,  nor  have  in  cullody,  any  dippings  or  filings  of  coin,  under  a 
**  like  penalty. 

IV.  **  None  (hall  tranfport  any  melted  filver  till  firft  marked  at  Goldfmith*s-hall,  and  a  ccr- 
**  tificate,  upon  oath,  made  by  the  owner,  that  the  fame  is  lawful  filver,  and  that  no  part  of 
**  it  was,  before  it  was  melted,  the  current  coin  of  this  kingdom,  nor  dippings  therefrom, 
**  nor  of  plate  wrought  within  tliis  realm. 

y.  **  None  but  goldfmiths  and  refiners  (hall  deal  in  the  buying  or  felling  of  filver  bullion. 

VI.  *'  Bullion  feizedon  (hip  board,  and  quellioned  whether  Englifh  or  foreign;  the  proof 
•*  (hall  lye  upon  the  owners  thereof,  that  the  fame  was  foreign."  With  a  provifo,  "  for  the 
*'  King  to  export  a  quantity  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  ounces  of  bullion,  for  paying  his 
**  troops  beyond  fea." 

But  as  thefe  meafures  did  not,  for  they  could  not  anfwer  the  end  propofed,  and  as  the  di- 
inini(hing  of  the  old  hammered  money  daily  increafed  fo  far,  that  it  is  faid  many  (hillings 
fcarcely  contained  more  than  three-pence  in  filvcr  :  the  condition  of  the  nation  became  very 
alarming ;  which  gave  the  greateft  joy  to  the  difafFe£led  at  home,  who  hoped  thereby  for  a 
total  overthrow  of  King  William's  government.  The  French  King  had  alfo  great  expe£la- 
tions  from  this  calamity,  fo  far  as  to  have  been  heard  to  fay,  that  King  William  would  never 
be  able  to  furmount  the  diflSculty ;  and  his  being  afterwards  undeceived  therein,  as  alfo  of  his 
hopes  from  the  difaffeftcd  in  England,  of  being  able  to  rellore  the  abdicated  King,  have  been 
ufually  afiigned  as  one  principal  reafon  for  bringing  him  into  the  peace  of  Ryfwich,  in  the 
year  following. 

The  great  quellion  then  in  Parli;:ment,  was,  whether  it  was  now  abfolutely  neceflary  to 
call  in  and  recoin  the  old  and  diminiflied  filvcr  money  ? 

It  was  plaufibly  faid,  by  the  anti-mi nillerial  men,  "  that  the  calling  it  all  in,  would  bring 

great  dillrefs  upon  commerce,  more  efpecially  in  this  time  of  an  exponfive  war ;  yet  the 

miniftry/-  and  particularly  Mr.  Montague,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  argued,  with 
**  greater  reafon,  that  the  longer  it  remained  unremedied,  the  more  fatal  it  would  prove,  until 
*V  by  further  diminilhing  it,  commerce  would  fuffer  an  entire  ftagnation :  that  it  had  already 
•*  done  very  great  mifchief. 

"  I.  By  our  exchange  with  foreign  Hates  being  brought  fo  much  to  our  difadvantage. 

4  I  «  "  il.  By 
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1696       **  II.  By  occafioning  fo  much  difficulty  and  difadvantage  in  railing  the  fupplies,  for  which 
"  the  government  were  forced  to  allow  exorbitant  premiums  and  intcreft. 

**  111.  It  daily  more  and  more  depreflcd,  at  market,  the  value  or  price  of  tallies,  and  other 
**  public  fecurities. 

"  IV.  It  had  made  guineas  to  be  run  up  to  thirty  ftiillings,  and  foreign  gold  in  proportion 
**  to  that  price ;  whereby  much  gold  was  run  in  upon  us  from  beyond  fea,  to  our  great  detri- 
**  ment,  being  over-loaded  with  gold,  whilft  we  had  fo  great  a  fcarcity  of  filver:  for,  in  return 
"  for  guineas  and  foreign  gold,  they  carried  away  all  our  weighty  filver  coin,  as  well  as  our 
**  bullion;  infomuch,  that  at  length  we  (hall  be  in  the  utmoft  diflrefs  for  fmallcr  fums,  fo 
**  much  wanted  in  daily  bufinefs.  That  although  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  her  long  reign,  had 
**  coined  no  lefs  than  four  millions  fix  hundred  and  thirty-two  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
**  thirty-two  pounds  three  fhillings  and  two-pence  farthing  in  filver;  yet  all  her  crowns, 
**  half  crowns,  groats,  and  quarter  Ihillings,  half  groats,  three-half-pcnny  pieces,  three-far- 
**  thing  pieces,  and  half-pence,  were  wholly  funk ;  and  mod  of  her  fhillings  and  fix-pences 
•*  were  either  melted  down  or  loft.  That  in  King  James  the  Firft's  reign,  there  was  coined 
"  one  milHon  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  in  filver.  And  in  King  Charles  the  Firfl's 
**  reign  eight  millions  feven  hundred  and  feventy-fix  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty-four 
**  pounds  ten  (hillings  and  three-pence  in  filver ;  yet  the  crowns,  groats,  two-pences,  pence, 
**  and  half-pence  of  thofe  two  reigns  were  quite  gone ;  fo  that  there  may  not  be  now  in  being 
**  above  one-third  part  of  the  filver  coinage  of  all  the  above-named  three  reigns,  or  about  five 
**  millions  thirty-fix  thoufand  four  hundred  and  ninety-two  pounds.  To  which  adding  the 
**  unmelted  and  undiminifhed  (five  hundred  and  fixty-three  thoufand  five  hundred  and  eight 
**  pounds)  coins  of  King  Charles  the  Second  and  James  the  Second,  and  thofe  of  the  prefent 
**  reign  ;  all  the  filver  money  now  in  the  kingdom  may  amount  to  about  five  millions  fix  hun- 
*•  dred  thoufand  pounds,  of  which  there  is  about  four  millions  of  clipped  and  otherwife  di« 
•*  minlfhed  coin ;  and  the  other  one  million  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  ftill  pure 
*'  money ;  the  juft  weight  of  one  hundred  pounds  of  which  is  thirty-two  pounds  three  ounces 
**  one  penny-weight  twenty-two  grains.  Whereas  upon  examination,  and  at  a  medium,  the 
**  weight  of  one  hundred  pounds  of  our  clipped  money  was  found  to  be  but  fixteen  pounds 
*'  eight  ounces  eighteen  penny  weights ;  which  is  deficient  fifteen  pounds  fix  ounces  three 
**  penny-weights  twenty-two  grains.  A  terrible  ftate  this  of  our  coin,  already  diminiihed, 
"  being  very  near  one  half,  or  two  millions.  Yet  the  real  lofs  was  afterwards  found  to  be 
**  two  millions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling." 

The  Parliament,  therefore,  having  maturely  confidered  this  very  important  matter,  finally 
refolved  to  rccoin  the  diminifhed  filver  money,  by  calling  it  into  the  mint  by  tale,  by  which 
meafure  our  people  had  good  new  filver  coin  returned  to  them  from  the  mint. 

Their  next  debate  was,  whether,  as  filver  was  now  at  fix  Ihillings  and  three-pence  per 
ounce,  the  new  money  fhould  not  have  its  ftandard  raifed,  by  calling  a  crown  piece  fix  (hil- 
lings and  three-pence,  and  a  (hilling  one  Ihilling  and  three-pence,  though  of  no  greater  quan- 
tity of  filver  than  before.  Thofe  who  argued  and  wrote  for  this  enhancing  method,  (viz.  Mr. 
Lowndes,  Secretary  of  the  Treafury,  and  others)  alleged,  **  that  the  raifing  the  ftandard 
♦•  would  prevent  the  exportation  of  our  coin,  and  would  alfo  prevent  its  being  melted  down; 
««  and  that  thereby  alfo,  people  would  be  the  more  induced  to  bring  in  their  plate  and  bullion 
**  to  the  mint,  &c." 
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1696  On  the  other  fide,  it  was  more  juftly  argued,  both  in  Parliament,  and  without  doors  in 
print,  *'  tl;iat  the  common  confent  of  all  civilized  nations  had  fixed  filver  at  one  and  the  Tame 
"  price,  or  very  near  the  fame  price  ;  that  the  worth  of  it  was  relative  :  that  the  weight  and 
**  finenefs,  or  the  quantity  of  pure  filver,  and  not  the  bare  denomination,  were  the  only  rules 
•*  which  governed  not  only  foreign  nations,  in  their  exchanges  and  other  dealings  with  us, 
**  but  alfo  our  own  people  in  the  home  trade  :  fince  fix  Ihillings  and  three-pence  of  the  new 
*'  coin,  fo  called,  would  purchafe  no  more  of  any  commodity,  nor  go  further  in  paying  bills 
•'  of  exchange  than  five  Ihillings  of  our  undipped  prefent  coin  would  purchafe  ;  becaufe  the 
**  latter  contained  as  much  pure  filver  as  the  former.  That  this  was  clear  in  the  cafe  of 
•*  guineas  now  at  thirty  fiiillings,  all  commodities  being  raifed  in  price,  in  proportion  to  the 
♦*  faid  price  of  guineas.  That  an  ounce  of  filver  was  not,  even  at  prefent,  worth  fix  fliillings 
**  and  three-pence  of  good  coin,  but  only  of  the  diminilhed  and  clipped  money ;  fince  one 
**  ounce  of  filver  could  not  be  worth  more  than  another  ounce  of  like  finenefs  ;  and  with  five 
**  (hillings  2a\d  two-pence  per  ounce  of  the  new  milled  money,  they  could  buy  as  much  bul- 
**  lion  as  they  pleafed.  That  with  refpeft  to  the  before-named  argument,  that  the  raifing  the 
**  denomination  would  keep  our  filver  at  home,  it  is  of  no  weight ;.  fince  notliing  can  keep  or 
♦*  bring  us  money,  but  our  getting  the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favour :  for  if  we  take  more 
**  goods  from  foreign  parts  than  they  take  from  us,  the  balance  muft  be  paid  to  them  in  our 
*•  money,  or  in  bullion,  which  is  all  one.  That  with  particular  regard  to  our  home  concerns, 
**  there  are  many  objeftions  againft  raifing  the  ftandard.  Firft,  All  poor  labourers,  foldiers,. 
*^  and  failors,  would  thereby  be  defrauded  of  part  of  their  juft  wages  ;  as  would  alfo  the  credi* 
♦*  tors  of  part  of  their  juft  debts  ;  as  alfo  the  landlord  of  part  of  his  rent ;  or  clfe  great  confu- 
•*  fion  anddifpute  would  arife  about  thefe  matters." 

All  which,  and  fuch-like  particulars  were  moft  judicioufly  and  clearly  demonftrated  by  tlie 
great  John  Locke,  Efquire,  in  his  excellent  Treatifc  on  Coin,  which  then  came  forth  in  print, 
in  anfwer  to  Mr.  Lowndes's  report,  containing  an  Eflay  for  the  Amendment  of  the  Silver 
Coins  ;  to  the  abfolute  filencing  of  the  oppofite  opinion.  In  conclufion,  it  was  finally  refolved 
to  recoin  the  filver  money  of  the  old  weight  and  finenefs  ;  and  that  the  nation,  colledlively 
confidered,  fhould  bear  the  lofs  before-mentioned. 

Tlic  great  inconveniencies  af  calling  in  all  the  diminifhed  money  at  once  were  alfo  duly 
confidered  and  obviated,  by  calling  it  in  by  degrees,  and  recoining  it  as  quick  as  poflible  ,  to 
further  which,  in  the  feventh  and  eighth  of  King  William,  cap.  xix.  fix-pence  per  ounce 
was  allowed  on  all  wrought  filver  plate  brought  to  the  mint :  and  an  aft  pafled,  of  the  eighth 
of  King  William,  cap.  vii.  For  the  encouraging  the  bringing  in  of  wrought  Plate  to  be  coin- 
ed; whereby  the  old  ftandard  of  finenefs  of  filver,  being  eleven  ounces  two  penny  weights 
was  thenceforth  altered  to  eleven  ounces  ten  penny-weights  fine,  and  ten  penny-weights  allay. 
Laftly,  the  ufe  of  filver  plate  (fpoons  excepted)  was  prohibited  in  public  houfes,  then  much 
ufed  both  in  town  and  country  ;  infomuch  that  one  alehoufe,  near  the  Royal  Exchange,  in : 
London,  had  to  the  value  of  five  hundred  pounds  in  filver  tankards,  &c. 

Means  were  alfo  ufed  for  gradually  reducing  the  price  of  guineas  to  near  their  juft  value  ia" 
filver  in  foreign  parts  ;  the  Parliament,  with  great  judgment,  direfting  the  manner  of  gradual- 
ly lowering  them,  viz.  from  thirty  {hillings  to  twenty-nine  fliillings,  twenty-eight  ihillings  to 
twenty-five  fliillings,  and  laftly  to  twenty-two  fliillings,  whereby  the  leaft  hurt  was  done  to 
private  men.     So,  in  about  a  year's  time  or  little  more,  our  filver  coins  came  fortli  from  the 
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1696  mint,  the  fincft  and  moft  beautiful  of  any  in  all  Europe.     And  although  many  inconvenien- 

cies  happened  in  trade  whilft  it  remained  unfiniflied,  yet,  in  the  end,  it  aftoniflied  and  con- 
founded all  the  enemies  of  the  King  and  kingdom,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  procured 
great  credit  to  Mr.  Montague,  afterward  Lord  Hallifax,  who  then  had  the  chief  management 
in  the  Treafury. 

It  was  on  this  occafion,  that  Mr.  Montague  firft  fct  on  foot  a  new  circulating  paper  credit, 
in  the  year  1696,  by  iffuing  bills  from  the  Exchequer  ;  at  the  fame  time  contrafting  (as  has 
ever  fince  been  done)  for  their  being  circulated  for  ready  money  on  demand.  And  as  many  of 
thofe  firft  Exchequer-bills  were  for  fums  fo  low  as  five  pounds  and  ten  pounds,  they  were  of 
very  good  ufe  at  this  time,  when  there  was  fo  great  a  fcarcity  of  filver  money  during  this  re- 
coinage,  as  they  were  taken  at  the  Exchequer,  for  all  payments  of  the  revenue,  and  as,  when 
re-iffucd,  they  were  then  allowed  feven  pounds  twelve  fhillings  per  cent,  intereft,  they  fooii 
rofe  from  a  fmall  difcount  to  be  better  than  par.  Thefe  have  fince  been  iflued  yenrly,  and  the 
Bank  of  England  has  conftantly,  for  many  years  paft,  been  the  contraftors  for  their  circula- 
tion, at  a  certain  premium;  for  which  end  the  faid  bank  takes  annual  fubfcriptions  for  enabling 
them  to  circulate  them.  By  all  which  means,  the  public  was  affifted  to  fupport  tlie  general 
trade  of  the  nation,  though  not  without  great  difficulty,  till  the  new  money  was  ifTued  from 
the  mint. 

Thus  was  this  moft  arduous  affair  of  the  recoinage  brought  to  a  moft  happy  liTue,  by  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1697  ;  and  by  an  aft,  cap.  iii.  of  the  ninth  of  King  William,  the  currency 
of  all  the  old  hammered  filver  coins  was  abfolutely  prohibited.      This  famous  recoinage, 
(which,  one  way  or  other,  was  thought  to  have  coft  the  public  near  three  millions  of  money) 
was  performed  at  London,  and  in  the  cities  of  Exeter,  Briftol,  Chefter,  York,  and  Norwich. 
Dr.  D*Avenant,  in  the  firft  part  of  his  Difcourfes  on  the  public  Revenues  and  Trade  of  Eng- 
land, in  the  year  1698,  p.  50,  makes  the  clipped  money  amount  to  nine  millions  :  and,  p.  55, 
he  fays  there  were  four  millions  of  guineas  current.     In  his  new  dialogues,  vol.  ii.  p.  75, 
there  was  at  this  time  recoined  from  the  old  hammered  money  five  millions  feven  hundred  and 
twenty-five  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds.     Now  if  the  old  broad  pieces  and 
Jacobufes  of  gold,  and  the  fine  milled  filver  money  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  later,  be 
well  confidered,  it  feems  probable  that  the  whole  cafh  of  England  may  have  been  about  fixtccn 
millions  :   which  computation   (including  Scotland)   comes  pretty   near  what   is  generally 
thought  to  be  the  prefent  cafh  of  Great  Britain  :  exclufive  of  a  large  quantity  of  foreign  gold 
coins,  for  a  long  time  paft,  circulating  in  the  kingdom. 

Upon  the  repeated  complaints  of  the  merchants  of  England,  of  great  captures  by  the 
French,  and  that  little  regard  or  care  had  for  many  years  paft  been  taken  of  trade  and  com- 
merce ;  King  William,  ever  ready  to  redrefs  the  grievances  of  his  fubjefts,  did  in  the  fame 
year  1696,  ere£l  a  new  and  ftanding  council  for  commerce  and  plantations,  in  their  moft  com- 
prehenfive  fenfe,  commonly  ftiled  the  Lords  Com miffioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations ;  one 
of  whom,  moft  defervedly  now  appointed,  was  llie  famous  John  Locke,  Efquire,  before- 
mentioned. 

From  the  year  1673,  when  the  former  ftanding  council  of  commerce  was  dropped,  until 
this  time,  all  difputes  and  regulations  relative  to  commerce  and  colonies  were  ufually  referred 
to  committees  of  the  privy  council :  but  fuch  occafional  committees,  being  a  conflantly  vary- 
ing fet  of  members,  and  having,  bcfide,  no  ftatcd  appointments  for  their  trouble  and  attend- 
ance; 
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1696  ancc  ;  It  is  by  no  means  furprifing  that  they  afted  but  loofely  and  fupcrficially.     It  was  now 

therefore  high  time  to  eftablilh  a  regular  and  pcrmant^nt  board  for  fuch  important  ends  ;  our 
foreign  commerce  and  plantations,  as  well  as  moft  branches  of  our  home  trade  and  of  our  nu- 
merous manufaftures  being  fo  greatly  incrcafed  and  improved.  This  new  board  (bcfiJe  fuch 
of  our  minifters  of  flate,  who  only  attend  on  extraordinary  occafions)  confilled  of  a  fiift  Lord 
Commiffioner,  who  is  ufually  a  peer  of  the  realm,  and  feven  other  comiuiirioncrs,  with  a 
falary  of  each  a  thoufand  pounds  yearly. 

To  this  board  propofals  arc  made  by  merchants  and  others,  for  the  eafc,  improvement,  and 

encouragement  of  our  commerce,    navigation,    plantations,    manufactures,    fifheries,  &:c. 

For  redreflingof  all  grievances  and  burdens  on  trade,  which  are  there  argued  between  one  party 
and  another,  and  are  moftly  heard  and  argued  at  that  board  by  their  council.  Britifli  confuls 
appointed  to  refide  in  foreign  parts,  for  the  benefit  and  proteftion  of  our  commerce,  receive 
their  inftruftions  from  this  board,  with  whom  they  are  obliged  to  hold  a  conftant  correfpond- 
once ;  as  are  alfo  the  governors  of  our  American  plantations,  for  the  improvement  of  their 
refpeflive  governments,  who  do  alfo  tranfmit  to  this  board  the  journals  of  their  councils  and 
affcmblies,  the  accounts  of  the  colleftors  of  the  cuftoms,  and  of  naval  officers,  Jtc,  And  how 
the  general  balance  of  trade  Hands  from  time  to  time  between  England  and  foreign  nations. 
Reports  are  alfo  made  from  time  to  time  how  Britain  may  be  beft  fupplied  with  naval  flores 
from  our  faid  colonies ; — what  new  produftions  may  be  raifed,  and  old  ones  improved,  in  A- 
merica.  Enquiries  alfo  come  before  this  board,  for  regaining  of  loft  branches  of  trade,  as  well 
as  to  enlarge  thofe  we  are  poffcfled  of,  and  to  eftablifh  new  ones  ; — how  to  employ  the  poor 
and  idle  to  the  beft  advantage.  Hearings  alfo  between  merchants,  trading  corporations,  ma- 
nufafturers,  &lc,  at  home,  as  well  as  of  appeals  from  the  plantations,  are  brought  before  this 
board;  who,  upon  all  fuch  matters,  and  many  others,  needlefs  to  recite,  brought  regularly 
before  them,  are  to  make  their  reports  and  give  their  opinions  to  the  King  and  his  privy  coun- 
cil. From  all  which  it  moft  evidently  appears,  that  this  board  of  trade  and  plantations  is  an 
excellent  inftitution.     Provided,  however, 

I.  That  the  members  of  it  be  fuch  as  arc  of  ftrl£t  honour  and  integrity. 

IL  That  they  be  gentlemen  of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  general  ftate,  hiftory,  and  in- 
terefts  of  commerce  in  all  its  branches,  as  well  as  of  our  own  foreign  plantations,  fafto- 
lies,  &c. 

III.  That  they  may  be  (as  much  as  is  poffible,  and  confiftent  with  ournational  conftitution) 
free  and  independent  in  framing  their  faid  opinions  and  reports  ;  whereby  merchants,  manu- 
fa£lurcrs,  planters,  mariners,  &c.  may  undoubtedly  rely  on  impartial  juftice,  without  the  in- 
terpofition  or  influence  of  power  in  their  deliberations  :  for,  although  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
fuch  fuppofed  undue  influence  has  never  hitherto  been,  in  any  degree,  the  cafe  fince  the  erec- 
tion of  that  board  ;  yet  even  the  bare  poflibijity  of  its  happening  hereafter  fhould  be  guarded 
againft  by  every  fuppofeable  means  ;  and,  amongft  other  cautions  for  this  end,  it  fcems  highly 
requifite,  that  the  members  conftituting  that  board  fhould  never  be  removed  without  un- 
anfwerable  grounds  for  it;  whereby  they  will  be  enabled  to  acquire  a  fuflScient  Iharc  of  expe- 
rience in  fo  important  a  province. 

Laftly,  A  queftion  has  been  often  canvafled  by  fpeculativc  men,  whether  praftical  mer- 
chants, or  even  thofe  who  had  formerly  been  fuch,  were  moft  proper  to  be  members  of  fuch 
a  board ;  it  having  been  generally  alleged,  that  fuch  as  have  made  their  fortunes  in  any  parti- 
cular branch  of  commerce,  retain  a  bias  in  favour  of  that  branch  to  their  life's  end.  .  To  which 
s,  it 
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J  656  may  be  anfvvcred,  that  furely  when  out  of  trade,  one  or  two  fuch  may,  in  many  rcfpefts,  be 
^ery  proper  and  ufeful  members  of  that  board  :  and  the  fame  may  be  faid  of  fuch  as  have  been 
for  any  confiderable  time  governors  of  fomc  of  our  American  plantations. 

In  tliis  fame  year  1696,  the  French  King  erefted  a  new  exclufive  company,  called  the  Royal 
•Senegal  Company,  comprehending  that  part  of  Africa  next  Senegal  River,  and  the  Capcdc 
Verde  Iflcs.  **  As  well  (fays  his  patent)  for  the  traffic  of  leather,  as  of  gums,  wax,  gold,  &c, 
*'  The  old  company,  erefted  in  the  years  1679  and  1681,  having  refigned  their  rights  to  new 
*'  purchafers.  Their  limits  were  to  be  from  Cape  Blanco  to  Serra  Leone,  including  the  fort 
**  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Gambia,  formerly  belonging  to  England.  But  this  company  was 
"  not  to  interfere  with  the  Guinea  Company,  ^refted  in  1685  New  privileges  were  alfo 
**  granted  to  this  Senegal  Company  in  the  Weft  Indies,  where  they  might  have  ftorchoufes 
**  for  their  negroes,  and  might  refine  their  fugars  ;  and,  in  brief,  grants  them  all  privileges 
**  there,  as  formerly  enjoyed  by  tl>e  French  Weft  India  Company  before  its  abolition."  Yet, 
fuch  was  the  depeiidance  to  be  had  on  the  grand  monarch's  grants,  that  two  years  after  he  re- 
grants  the  faid  abolifhed  Weft  India  Company's  privileges  to  a  new  St.  Domingo  Company, 
in  the  year  1698. 

The  Edyfton  rock,  lying  off  Port  Plymouth,  having  been  experienced  to  be  a  very  dan- 
gerous one,  as  many  fhips  had  been  caft  away  thereon,  the  corporation  of  the  Trinity-houfc 
being  applied  to,  they,  in  this  year  1696,  began  a  light-houfe  thereon,  and  compleatcd  it  in 
three  years  time  ;  great  numbers  of  maftcrs  and  owners  of  Englifh  fliipping  agreeing,  in  con- 
sideration thereof,  to  pay  one  penny  per  ton  outwards,  and  the  like  inwards,  &c.  and  it  has 
proved  a  very  great  benefit  to  fhipping  pailing  that  way,  till  in  the  great  and  dreadful  ftorm  in 
1703,  it  was  blown  down  and  dcftroyed.  It  was  again  direfted  to  be  rebuilt,  by  an  aft  of 
Parliament  of  the  fourth  of  Queen  Anne,  cap.  xx.  and  the  like  duly  on  tonnage  of  fhips 
granted  for  its  fupport  to  the  corporation  of  the  Trinity- houfe,  which  law  was  fince  further 
enforced  in  the  eighth  of  Queen  Anne,  cap.  xvi.  and  the  light-houfe  was  again  perfeQed. 
Yet  it  has  fince,  once  more,  been  lately  demoliftied  by  a  ftorm,  and  is  again  reftored  by  the 
like  means  to  its  former  ufefulnefs,  to  the  great  benefit  of  not  only  the  Britifli  trade  and  navi- 
gation, but  of  the  numerous  fhipping  of  other  nations  paffing  that  way. 

In  this  fame  feventh  and  eighth  year  of  King  WiUiam,  an  aft  of  the  Englifh  Parliament, 
cap.  xxi.  for  the  Increafe  and  Encouragement  of  Seamen,  eftablifhed  a  regifter  of  thirty  thou- 
fand  feamen,  to  be  in  readinefs  at  all  times,  as  its  preamble  fets  forth,  for  fupplying  the  royal 
Tiavy,  for  a  premium  or  bounty  of  forty  fhillings  yearly.  None  but  fuch  regiftered  feamen 
(who  might  be  either  mariners,  watermen,  fifhermen,  lightermen,  bargemen,  keelraen,  or 
other  feafaring  men,  between  the  age  of  eighteen  and  fifty  years)  lliall  be  capable  of  prefer- 
ment to  any  coramilTion  or  warrant  offices  in  the  royal  navy.  They  fliall  moreover  have  a 
double  fhare  or  dividend  for  all  prizes,  more  than  non-regiftered  feamen  of  equal  rank:  whh 
other  privileges  as  in  that  aft  is  fet  forth  ;  and  particularly  and  folcly,  when  maimed  or  fupcr- 
^nnuated,  an  admiffion  into  the  newly  eftablifhed  hofpital  for  feamen  at  Greenwich  ;  as  alfo, 
if  killed  in  the  fervice,  an  admiffion  therein  for  their  widows  and  children.  Six-pence  per 
month  to  be  dedufted  from  the  pay  of  all  feamen,  as  well  ferving  in  merchant  (hips  as  in  the 
royal  navy,  for  the  fupport  of  Greenwich  Hofpital.  (Further  enforced,  as  to  Greenwich 
Hofpital  duty,  in  an  aft  of  the  tenth  of  Queen  Anne,  For  better  coUefting  and  rccorering 
the  Duties,  &c.  And  again,  by  cap.  xxxi.  of  the  eighteenth  of  King  George  the  Second,  ia 
57450     The  faid  regiftered  feamen  were  alfo  to  certify  their  place  of  abode,  &c* 
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;i696  This  law  for  regiflcring  of  fcamen  was  further  enforced  by  an  aft  of  the  eighth  and  nuitli 
of  King  William,  cap.  xxii.  And,  in  our  humble  opinion,  was  unhappily  repealed  by  an  aft 
of  the  ninth  of  Queen  Anne.  And  although  fundry  fchemes  or  models  have  fince  then  been 
laid  before  the  public,  for  the  reviving  of  fuch  a  regifter,  yet  fo  many  objeftions  have  been 
ftarted,  that  no  law  has  as  yet  been  framed  for  fo  important  a  matter,  as  the  having  always  in 
'  readinefs,  a  competent  number  of  feamen  to  man  the  royal  navy,  without  having  recourfe  to 
the  barbarous  and  unconftitutional  prafticc  of  prefling.  May  heaven  infpirc  fome  worthy  pa- 
triot with  fpirit,  genius,  and  zeal,  equal  to  this  feemingly  or  fuppofed  arduous  tafk.  And  al- 
fo  that  then,  as  well  failors  of  merchant  ftiips  as  of  King's  fhips,  fliould  be  capable  of  being 
admitted  into  Greenwich  Hofpital. 

The  very  next  aft,  cap.  xxii.  of  the  fame  year,  for  preventing  Frauds  and  regulating  Abufes 
in  the  Plantation  Trade,  was  intended  for  further  enforcing  and  improving  the  afts  of  naviga- 
tion, and  for  preventing  of  frauds  and  other  abufes  in  the  plantation  trade  :  enafting,  *•  that 
**  all  (hips  trading  to  or  from  our  Afian,  African,  or  American  plantations  or  fettlements, 
**  fhall  be  Englifh,  Irilh,  or  plantation  built ;  and  that  their  cargoes  fhall  be  either  Englifh, 
^*  Irilh,  or  plantation  property,  and  fhall  be  regiftered  as  fuch,  &c."  And  whereas  our  North 
American  colonies  were  of  late  become  of  much  greater  importance  to  England  than  formerly  ; 
it  was  therein  alfo  further  enafted,  **  that  no  charter-proprietor  of  lands  on  the  continent  of 
**  America  (hall  fell  or  otherwife  difpofe  of  their  lands  to  any  but  natural-born  fubjefts,  with- 
**  out  the  King's  licence  in  council  for  that  purpofe.'* — See,  under  the  year  1664,  an  account 
of  King  Charles  expelling  the  Dutch  from  New  York. 

This  was  undoubtedly  a  moft  neceflfary  and  rcafonable  provifo  ;  fincc  it  might  happen,  in 
unfavourable  conjunftures,  that  a  great  charter-proprietor,  (fuch,  for  inftance,  as  thofe  of  Ca- 
rolina, lince  made  a  regal  colony,  Maryland,  or  Pennfylvania,  &c.)  might  alienate  the  fame 
to  fome  foreign  rival  nation  ;  there  being,  till  now,  no  exprefs  law  to  the  contrarv.  More- 
over, in  order  to  keep  the  proprietary  governments  in  America  the  more  under  due  fubjeftion 
to  the  crown  and  kingdom  of  England,  they  being  now  become  very  confiderable,  it  was  hereby 
enafted,  "  that  all  governors  nominated  by  fuch  proprietors,  (hall  be  allowed  and  approved  of 
**  by  the  crown,  and  (hall  take  the  like  oaths  a«  are  taken  by  the  governors  of  the  regal  colo- 
**  nies,  before  they  (hall  enter  on  their  refpeftive  governments."  And  this  was  likewife  an 
extremely  well-judged  provifo.  Another  claufe  in  this  fame  (\atute  has  been  thought  by  the 
Iri(h  nation  to  bear  fomewhat  hard  on  them,  viz.  **  That  whereas  (hips  laden  with  fugars, 
**  tobacco,  &c.  of  the  Engli(h  plantations,  have  fometimes  been  difcharged  in  feveral  ports  of 
**  Ireland,  contrary  to  law  ;  under  pretence  that  the  faid  (hips  were  driven  thither  by  ftrefs  of 
**  weather,  or  fome  other  calamity  ;  it  was  now  enafted,  that  on  no  pretence  whatever  any 
**  kind  of  goods  from  the  Engli(h  American  plantations  (hall  hereafter  be  put  on  (hore  either 
*•  in  the  kingdoms  of  Ireland  or  Scotland,"  (the  Union,  in  the  year  1707,  has  rendered  this 
claufe  void  as  to  Scotland,)  ••  without  being  firfi  landed  in  England,  and  having  alfo  paid 
**  the  duties  there ;  under  forfeiture  of  (hip  and  cargo."  The  principal  hardfliip  hereof, 
(fay  the  Iri(h,)  confiiled,  in  comprehending  the  un-enumerated,  as  well  as  tl>e  enumerated 
commodities  :  whereby  alfo,  much  money  goes  frorri  Ireland  to  foreign  nations,  which 
cur  own  plantations  might  otlierwife  have  had. — See  enumerated  commodities,  under  the 
year  1660. 

In  this  fame  feflion  of  the  Engli(h  Parliament,  an  aft  paflTed,  cap.  xxviii.  for  the  moie  ef- 

feftual  preventing  the  Exportation  of  Wool,  and  for  the  encouraging  the  Importation  of  it  from 
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1696  Ireland.  But  as  there  have  been,  both  before  and  after  this  period,  fo  many  laws  made  for 
cfFefting  what  relates  to  the  former  part  of  this  aft,  though  all  hitherto  infufficient  for  keep- 
ing our  wool  to  ourfelvcs,  we  think  it  fuperfluous  to  be  particular  thereon.  With  refpeft  to 
the  importation  of  Irifh  wool  iiito  England,  tlie  only  ports  hereby  licenfed  for  that  end,  were 
Whitehaven,  Liverpool,  Chefter,  Briftol,  Bridgewater,  Minehead,  Barnftaple,  and  Bid- 
dcford. 

It  appears,  by  ajl  Englifli  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  fevenih  and  eighth  of  King  William, 
cap.  xxxiii.  For  the  better  Encouragement  of  the  Greenland  Tjade,  **  That  the  new  Green- 
••  land  Company,  which  had  been  eftabliftied  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  of  this  reign,  in  the  year 
**  1693,  and  then  had  fubfcribed  forty  thoufand  pounds  as  its  original  capital  ftock,  had  af- 
**  tcrward  increafcd  its  capital  fubfcription  to  eighty-two  thoufand  pounds,  the  completion 
•*  whereof  was  to  be  made  at  any  time  before  the  year  1703,  becaufe,  by  reafon  of  the  fcarcity 
**  of  feamen  on  account  of  the  war  with  France,  this  company  cannot  at  prefent  employ  all 
•*  the  faid  money  in  this  trade."  In  the  mean  time  it  was  hereby  enafted,  that  this  company, 
**  for  the  encouragement  of  its  faid  trade,  during  its  term  of  fourteen  years,  which  was  to  end 
•*  in  the  year  1707,  Ihould  be  free  of  all  duty,  cuftom,  or  impofition  whatever,  for  any  oil, 
•*  blubber,  or  whale-fins,  caught  and  imported  by  them  during  their  faid  term."  But  the 
company  was  fo  unfortunate,  partly  through  unlkilful  management,  and  partly  from  real  loflcs, 
as  to  run  out  or  fpend  their  faid  capital  of  eighty-two  thoufand  pounds,  fome  years  before  the 
expiration  of  their  faid  term  ;  fo  that  they  broke  up  entirely.  And  by  aftatute  of  the  firft  year 
of  Queen  Anne,  in  the  year  1702,  cap.  xvi.  For  enlarging  and  encouraging  the  Greenland 
.  Tjade,  that  trade  was  entirely  laid  open  as  before ;  and  all  the  Queen's  iwbjefts  were  thereby 
to  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  as  the  company  had  done.  Yet  tliat  coiyipany's  misfortunes  de- 
terred others  from  profccuting  that  fifhery  till  the  year  1725,  when. the  South  Sea  Company 
revived  it,  though  much  to  their  lofs,  as  will  be  feen^ 

Great  fums  of  money  being  continually  carried  out  of  England  for  the  purchafe  of  hemp, 
flax,  and  linen ;  "  which,"  fays  the  preamble  to  an  aft  of  Parliament  of  the  feventh  and 
eighth  of  King  William,  cap.  xxxix.  entitled.  An  Aft  for  encouraging  the  Linen  Manufac- 
ture of  Ireland,  and  bringing  Flax  and  Hemp  into,  and  the  making  of  Sail-cloth  in  this 
Kingdom,  **  might  in  a  great  meafure  be  prevented  by  being  fupplied  from  Ireland,  iffucli 
*•  proper  encouragement  were  given,  as  might  invite  foreign  Proteftants  into  that  kingdom  to 
**  fettle." — It  was  hereby  cnafted,  •'  that  hemp,  flax,  and  linen,  and  its  thread  and  yarn, , 
**  might  be  freely  imported  into  England,  by  natives  of  England  and  Ireland,  cuAom  free, 
**  being  of  the  growth  and  manufafture  of  Ireland.^  And  whereas  the^  manufafture  of  fail- 
**  cloth  is  already  brought  to, good  pcrfeftion  in  England,-:-it  was  now  enafted,  for  its  fur 
**  ther  encouragement,  that  all  Englifh  made  fail-cloth  (hall  be  henceforth  exported  free  of 
•*  all  cuftom  or.  duty  whatever,  whether  it  be  exported  Jn.  the  piece  or  boult,  .or  in  faik  ready 
*'  made." 

This  law  was  wifely  framed,  for  tht  encouragement  particularly  of  French  Prbtcftant  Refu- 
gees to  fettle  in  Ireland,'  many  of  whom  were  well  Ikilled  in  .the  once  noble  Jinen  manu- 
fafture of  France,  fihce  filnk  almoft  to  nothing  :  and  late  experience  has  fbewn,  that  this  law 
laid  the  foundation  of  Ireland's  prefeat  moft  flomifhing,  and  alm(M  immenfe  manufafture  of 
linens  and  cambricks. 

The  (hipping  and  foreign  commerce  of  Ruflia,  excepting  what  was  praftifcd  by  the  Englifh 
and  Dutch  to  and  from  Archangel,  were,  till  our  own  times,  fo  incondderable  as  hardly  to 
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1696  defcrve  a  name.  But  the  Czar  Peter,  fo  juftly  termed  the  Great,  had  now  formed  vaft  defigns, 
both  for  commerce  and  conqueft,  and  alfo  for  naval  power.  For,  by  the  taking  the  ftrong 
fortrefs  and  port  of  Azoph,  near  the  raoutli  of  the  river  Don,  he  had  opened  for  the  Ruffian 
veflcls  a  paflage  or  entry  into  the  Black  Sea ;  upon  which  fea  he  had  determined  to  keep  a  na- 
val force  fufficient  to  cope  with  that  of  the  Turks,  who,  for  fome  centuries  paft,  had  folely 
commanded  therein,  and  excluded  thence  all  other  potentates.  For  this  end,  he  procured 
Ihipwrights  from  Holland  for  the  conftrufting  of  his  great  (hips  of  war,  and  from  Venice,  for 
his  gallies  ;  having  got  no  fewer  than  forty  of  the  former,  and  fifty  of  the  latter,  befide  bomb- 
ketches,  &c.  all  built  at  Woronitz,  on  the  river  Don,  and  thence  conveyed  to  Afoph ; 
which  mighty  effort  was  effc6led,  through  his  vaft  genius,  in  three  years  time  ;  having  oak- 
timber  and  other  naval  ftores  in  plenty  of  his  own,  and  ready  at  hand.  He  alfo  fortified  the 
port  of  Taganrock  on  the  Black  Sea ;  at  which  work  it  is  faid  above  three  hundred  thoufand 
perfons  perilhcd  through  hunger,  and  by  diftempers  contrafted  from  their  lying  on  the  marlhy 
grounds  contiguous  to  that  place. 

Had  the  Czar  fucceeded  herein,  by  compelling  the  Ottoman  Porte  to  allow  him  to  be  a  ma- 
ritime power  on  that  fea,  and,  as  a  confequence  thereof,  to  have  a  free  paffagc  by  the  Pro- 
pontis  and  Dardanelles,  into  the  Archipelago  and  Mediterranean  Sea,  what  ftrange  alterations 
might  not  his  fuccefs  have  very  probably  produced  in  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  ;  and 
how  difadvantagcous  might  it  alfo  have  proved,  in  time,  to  the  Turkey  trade,  as  well  as  to 
other  branches  of  the  commerce  of  the  other  European  nations  in  thofe  feas  ?  How  precarious 
alfo  would  the  very  exiftence  of  the  Turkifli  empire  have  thereby  been  rendered  ?  But  in  the 
next  century  we  (ball  fee  this  towering  profpeft  over-clouded,  and  all  the  vaft  expencc  thereof 
abfolutely  fruftrated. 

This  great  prince,  however,  did  wonders  for  reforming  and  improving  his  country  and  peo- 
ple. He  travelled  for  this  end  into  moft  of  tlic  countries  of  Chriftcndom,  in  order  to  learn 
their  mercantile  and  maritime  arts.  Both  in  Holland  and  England  he  difcovered  fo  great  a 
genius  in  his  judicious  enquirfes,  obfervations,  and  remarks  on  (hip-building,  naval  affairs, 
manufaflures,  &c.  as  furprifed  every  body ;  of  which  Ruffia  at  this  day  experiences  the  good 
cffedts.  King  William  gave  him  a  refpeftful  reception,  in  the  year  1697,  and  cultivated  his 
friendfhi'p  and  alliance,  in  hopes  of  forming  an  ufeful  balance  of  power  againft  France. 

In  this  fame  year,  King  William  fent  out  two  fhips  of  war  and  fome  land  forces,  with 
vrhich  he  overpowered  the  French,  who  had  held  our  forts  in  Hudfon's  Bay  for  three  years, 
and  all  the  faid  forts  were  accordingly  retaken.  Yet,  once  more,  in  (^een  Anne's  war,  all 
thofe  forts  were  regained  by  the  French,  except  Fort  Albany  ;  and  fo  it  remained  till  the  peace 
of  Utrecht. 

TIk  running  of  Engltlh  and  Irifli  wool  into  France,  whereby  the  woollen  manufafture  of 
that  kingdom  has  been  fo  greatly  increafed,  has  employed  the  pens  of  a  great  number  of  our 
pamphleteers,  ever  fince  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  Second  ;  and  many  plaufible  pro- 
pofals  have  been  made,  both  within  doors  and  witliout,  for  an  effeftual  cure  ;  though  hitherto 
without  fuccefs.  Amongft  the  more  modern  ones,  one  Mr.  Samuel  Webber,  in  his  Short 
Account  of  the  State  of  our  own  Woollen  Manufadures,  printed  in  the  year  1739,  afcribes- 
.the  occafion  of  the  greateft  rife  of  the  French  woollen  manufaAures  to  have  happened  about 
this  time  by  Ireland's  legiflature  confcnting  <o  lay  a  tax  of  four  fhillings  in  the  pound  on  all 
their  woollen  goods  exported  to  foreign  parts ;  as  fuch  exportation  did  greatly  interfere  with 
£ngland*s  exportations  of  the  like  woollen  goods :  and  that  this  was  by  Ireland  agreed  to,  in 
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1.696  return  for  no  lefs  than  nine  millions  fterling,  expended  by  England  in  the  reduftion  of  Ireland 
at  the  revolution  :  and  to  prevent  their  glutting  us  in  England  with  their  wool,  (he  alfo  fays, 
woollen  goods,  though  it  is  only  wool,  which  was  permitted  to  be  imported  from  Ireland) 
they  were  limited  to  eight  (he  fays  only  five)  weftern  ports,  for  its  faid  importation,  by  the 
before  recited  aft  of  the  feventh  and  eighth  of  King  William,  cap.  xxviii. — Such  hard* 
Ihips,  according  to  that  author,  conftrained  the  Irllh  to  run  their  combed  wool  into  France, 
which  the  French  mixed  up  with  their  own  coarl^r  wool,  thereby  enabling  them,  at  a  cheaper 
rate,  to  fupply  many  foreign  markets  with  woollen  goods  formerly  fupplied  by  England. 

The  computations  of  moil  of  thofe  who  write  on  this  fubjeft  are,  we  apprehend,  too  ex- 
travagant, and  particularly  thofe  of  this  author,  to  gain  an  univcrfal  credit :  for  he  ventures  ta 
affirm,  **  that  of  eight  hundred  thoufand  packs  of  wool  annually  produced  in  Great  Britain 
•*  and  Ireland,  France  gets  from  us  yearly,  one  way  or  other,  five  hundred  thoufand  packs, 
*^  whereby  that  nation  gains  annually  above  eight  million  fterling. — That  not  one-third  of 
**  our  wool  is  manufaftured  at  home  :  for,  befide  what  goes  to  France,  there  is  not  a  little 
•*  run  into  Holland,  Sweden,  and  elfewhere.— That  whenever  we  happeji  to  be  at  variance 
'*  with  France,  fo  as  to  prevent  a  correfpondence,  the  demand  for  our  woollen  goods  at  fo- 
**  reign  markets  has  then  proved  fudden  and  great. — That  we  have  hands  enough  in  Great 
'*  Britain  to  work  up  all  our  wool  at  home  ;  fince  in  England  alone,  by  an  eftimate  of  the 
**  parifh  rates,  in  the  year  1735,  the  poor  amounted  to  one  million  four  hundred  thoufand 
"  perfons,  of  which  number  three  hundred  thoufand  were  reckoned  helplefs,  through  age, 
*'  &c.  and  orphans ;  but  that  the  remaining  one  million  one  hundred  thoufand  poor,  were 
"  all,  in  fome  meafure,  fit  for  labour. 

**  Laftly,  That  the  only  efFeftual  means  to  keep  our  wool  at  home,  would  be,  to  cftablilh 
**  a  regiftry  in  every  parifli  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  of  ftock  in  hand  of  wool,  and  of  the 
*'  daily  increafe  or  decreafe  of  the  faid  ftock,  by  tfansferring  the  property  from  one  to  another, 
*'  &c.»  - 

Now,  although  all  that  is  therein  aflerted  is  not  abfolutely  to  be  relied  on, — and  that  moft  of 
the  writers  on  this  very  interefting  fubjeft  feem  to  have  in  their  computations  more  or  lefs  ex- 
aggerated, or  over-lhot  the  mark  :  fome  either  out  of  zeal,  or  perhaps  of  private  intercft,  and 
others  merely  from  ignorance  and  want  of  abilities  ;  yet  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  a  remedy  for 
fo  pernicious  a  praftice,  as  the  running  of  great  quantities  of  our  wool  into  foreign  parts,  well 
known  to  be  a  reality,  is  extremely  wanted  ;  and  that,  whetlier  by  a  regiftry,  as  above-men- 
tioned, orby  more  ftrift  guard-floops  on  our  coafts,  or  by  both  jointly ;  whoever  fliall  be  fo 
happy  as  to  point  out  an  eflFeftual  remedy  for  fo  great  an  evil,  will  richly  defervc  a  high  reward 
from  the  public. 
1697  The  ill-judged  abortive  fcheme  of  a  land-bank  in  England,  already  defcribed,  with  the  de« 
ficient  funds  for  the  annual  fupplies  ; — the  bad  ftate  of  the  filver  corn,  more  efpecially  in  the 
years  1695  and  1696,  and  the  ill-humours  contrafted  thereby,  and  by  difofFeftion  to  the  go- 
vernment, had  brought  the  infant  Bank  of  England  into  much  difficulty  and  diftrefs.  So  that 
their  calh-notes  were  now  at  2.  difcount  of  fifteen  to  twenty  per  cent,  their  credit  being  fo  low 
as  to  be  neceffitated  to  pay  thofe  notes  only  by  ten  per  cent,  once  in  a  fortnight ;  and,  at 
length,  to  pay  only  three  per  cent,  on  thofe  notes  once  in  three  months  ;  occafioned  by  the 
bank's  having  taken  in,  for  the  notes  ifltied,  the  clipped  and  othcrwife  diminifhed  filver  mo- 
ney at  the  legal  or  par  value  by  tale,  and  alfo  guineas  at  thirty  Ihillings  price,  and  for  which 
receipts^tlicy  iffued  their  notes  payable  on  demand ;  not  having  as  yet  received  out  ffom  the 
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1697  mint  a  fufficient  quantity  of  the  fine  new  filver  coins,  for  anfwering  the  daily  demands  oir 
them  for  their  out-ftanding  notes.  Thefe  diftrefles  obliged  the  bank,  to  make  two  different 
calls  of  twenty  percent,  each,  on  tlieir  members,  in  the  year  1696;  and  to  iflue  bank  fealcd 
bills  at  fix  per  cent,  intereflj  in  exchange  for  bank  cafti  notes  ;  and  to  advertife,  for  the  con- 
venience of  trade,  whilft  the  filver  was  re  coii^ing,  '*  that  fuch  who  think  it  fit  for  their  con- 
**  venienceto  keep  an  account,  in  a  book,  with  the  bank,  may  transfer  any  fum  under  five- 
**  pounds,  from  his  own  to  another  man's  account."  Which  was  adopting  the  method  of 
the  bank  of  Amfterdam:  yet  fuch  was  the  diftrefs  of  the  times,  that,  on  the  fixth  of  May,, 
1697,  the  bank  advertifes  in  the  Gazette,  for  the  defaulters  of  the  laft  *'  call  of  twenty  per 
**  cent,  which  ihould  have  been  paid  by  the  tenth  of  November,  1696,  and  alfo  thofe  indebted 
•*  to  the  bank  upon  mortgages,  pawns,  notes,  bills,  or  other  fecurities ;  to  pay  in  the  faid 
**  twenty  per  cent,  and  the  principal  and  intereft  of  thofe  fecurities,  by  the  firft  of  Juna 
«^  next." 

Even  fo  late  as  the  twenty-firft  of  June,  1697,  we  fee  in  a  then  well-known  newfpapcr^ 
called  the  Poft-Man,  of  the  twenty-fecond  of  June,  1697,  the  following  paragraph,  viz, 

"  Bank-notes  were  yefterday  between  thirteen  and  fourteen  per  cent,  difcomit." 

All  which  fufficiently  fliew  the  great  difficulties  this  bank  tlien  had  to  ftruggle  with  ;  and 
yet,  in  a  few  months  after,  by  the  re-coinage  being  compleated,  and  by  the  fecond,  or  en- 
graftment  fubfcription  of  the  faid  tallies,  orders,  and  bank-notes,  to  the  amount  of  five  mil- 
lions  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine  pounds  fourteen  fhillings: 
and  nine-pence  farthing,  the  credit  of  the  bank  was  quite  reftored^  witli  the  greateft  applaufc 
to  the  contrivers  thereof. 

After  the  Parliament  had  fettled  the  funds  for  the  enfuing  year,  and  had  provided  for  ^he 
deficient  funds  for  the  former  and  prefent  year,  they  took  the  diftrefs  of  the  bank  into  their 
deliberate  confideration,  and  finally  determined,  "  Tliat  the  capital  ftock  of  the  bank  fliould 
**  be  increafed  by  new  fubfcriptions  of  four-fifths  in  Exchequer  tallies  and  orders,  and  one- 
•*  fifth  in  their  own  bank-notes,  with  an  intereft  of  eight  per  cent.- — And,  for  fecuring  the 
**  payment  of  that  intereft,  an  additional  duty  was  laid  on  fait;  and  the  other  duties  were  ex- 
**  tended  to  a  longer  term,  &c.  in  order  to  make  up  a  general  fund  for  paft  deficiencies,  now^ 
*'  amounting  to  no  lefs  a  fum  than  five  millions  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  four  hundred 
*'  and  fifty-nine  pounds  fourteen  fhillings  and  nine-pence  farthing,  befide  the  current  fer- 
"  vice  of  the  year  1697.  But,  previous  to  their  taking  in  the  faid  new  fubfcriptions,  their 
"  old  capital  of  one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  fhould  firft  be  made  up  to  eaclx 
"  member  one  hundred  pounds  per  cent,  and  that  what  remained  of  effefts  or  intereft  over 
**  and  above,  fhould  be  divided  amongft  their  faid  old  members. — ^That  the  bank,  after  this 
**  new  fubfcription,  might  ifTue  an  additional  number  of  notes,  equal  to  the  total  of  this  new 
**  fubfcription  ;  provided  always,  that  thofe  notes  be  anfwered  on  demand ;  and  that,  in  de- 
**  fault  of  their  fo  doing,  they  Ihould  be  anfwered  from  the  Exchequer,  out  of  the  firft  mon^y^ 
"  due  to  the  bank. — That  the  bank  fhall  continue  a  corporation,  till  one  year's  notice,  after 
•^  Auguft  the  firft,  in  the  year  1710  :  and  that  none  other  bank  be  allowed  during  their  faid 
**  term. — That  the  bank  Ihall  not,  at  any  one  time  whatever,  owe  more  by  bonds,  notes^ 
•^  fealeJ  bills,  &c.  than  the  total  amount  of  all  their  faid  now  to  be  increafed  capital. — Andv 
**  laftly,  That  the  faid  increafed  capital  ftock  of  the  bank  fhall  henceforth,  be  deemed  a  per- 
**  fonal  eftate."— -All  which  points  were  determined  by  an  aft  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  years  of 
King  William,  cap.  xix.  For  making  good  the  defi^ciencies  oi  fevcral  funds  therein  mentioned,. 
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1697  and  for  enlarging  tlie  capital  flock  of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  railing  the  public  credit; 

.  commonly  called  the  Engrafting  Aft.  By  which  aft  alfo  it  was  ordained,  «*  That,  for  the 
**  future,  not  above  two  thirds  of  the  preceding  year's  direftors  (hould  be  capable  of  being  rc- 

•**  elefted  in  the  next  or  fucceeding  year.*' 

Dr.  D' Avenant,  in  his  Difcourfes  on  the  public  Revenues  and  Trade  of  England,  part  i. 
p.  265,  in  the  year  1698,  juftly  remarks,  *'  That  it  would  be  for  the  general  good  of  trade,  if 
**  the  Bank  of  England  were  reflrained  by  law  from  allowing  irttereft  for  running  cafh,"  as  was 

;  the  cafe  at  this  time  :  "  for,  the  eafe  of  having  three  or  four  per  cent,  without  trouble  or  hazard, 
**  muft  be  a  continual  bar  to  induftry." 

King  William's  ^iniftry  had  flattered  themfelves,  from  year  to  year,  with  the  hope  of  a 
fpeedy  peace.     Matiy  of  the  funds,  therefore,  upon  the  credit  of  which  money  had,  in  diffcr- 

,ent  years,  been  granted  by  Parliament,  had,  by  this  time,  been  found,  or  fufFered  to  be,  very 
deficient;  the  Treafury  gentlemen,  though  otherwife  men  of  abilities,  having,  in  various  in- 
flances  of  appropriating  the  duties,  judged  very  widely  of  the  true  amount  of  thofe  duties :  as 

rparticularly  might  be  inflanced  with  refpeft  to  glafs-bottles,  eartlien-ware,  tobacco-pipeclay, 
&c. — The  deficiencies  of  which  funds,  for  anfwering  the  principal  and  intereft  charged  there- 

.on,  were  foon  obferved  by  the  monied  men  who  were  creditors  of  the  public,  and  who  alfo 

'took  advantage  of  the  remotenefs  of  tlie  courfcs  of  payment  of  the  tallies  and  orders  charged  on 

ifome  other  funds.  This  had,  fince  the  revolution,  given  rife  to  a  new  trade  of  dealing  in  go- 
vernment or  national  fecurities,  very  much  to  the  damage  of  the  public,  as  well  as  to  fuch 
proprietors  of  the  funds  as  were  under  the  neceffity  of  parting  with  them,  at  the  difcount  of 
from  forty  to  fifty  per  cent.  Concerning  which  melancholy  time.  Dr.  D'Avenant,  in  his 
EfTay  upon  Loans,  printed  in  the  year  17 10,  juflly  remarks,  •*  That  the  government  appeared 
*'  like  a  diflrefled  debtor,  who  was  daily  fqueezed  to  death  by  the  exorbitant  greedinefs  of  the 
**  lender.  The  citizens  began  to  decline  trade  and  to  turn  ufurers.  Foreign  commerce,  at- 
"  tended  with  the  hazards  of  war,  had  infinite  difcouragement ;  and  people,  in  general,  drew 
*'  home  their  efFefts,  to  embrace  the  advantage  of  lending  their  money  to  the  government.** 
To  prevent  the  ill  efFefts  of  this  unhappy  trade,  a  law  was  made  in  this  fame  feflion  of  Parlia- 
ment, cap.  xxxii.  To  reflrain  the  number  and  ill  prafticc  of  brokers  and  flock-jobbers  ;  which 
premifes,  "  That  fworn -brokers  were  anciently  allowed  in  London,  for  the  making  of  bar- 
•*  gains  between  merchants  and  traders,  for  merchandize  and  bills  of  exchange : — But,  of 
**  late,  divers  fuch  have  carried  on  mofl  unjufl  praftices,  in  felling  and  difcounting  of  tallies, 
**  bank-ftock,  bank-bills,  fhares  in  joint-flocks,  &c.  confederating  themfelves  together  to 
**  raife  or  fall,  from  time  to  time,  (lie  vajue  thereof,  as  may  mofl  fuit  their  own  private  intc- 
*-•  refl.  Wherefore,"  &c.  they  were  now  reflrained  from  afting  without  a  licence  from  the 
lord  mayor  and  court  of  aldermen. — To  take  alfo  ah  oath  of  fidelity. — To  be  limited  to  one 
hundred  in  number,  whofe  names  fhall  be  written  on  the  Royal  Exchange. — To  incur  a  pe- 
nalty of  two  hundred  pounds  if  they  deal  for  themfelves  in  any  merchandize,  or  in  thofe  tal- 
lies, flocks,. &c — To  enter  into  an  obligation  for  their  faithful  aft ings ;  and,  on  failure,  to 
forfeit  five  hundred  pounds,  &c.  - 

After  this,  we  hope,  but  feemingly  digreffive  account  of  the  ill  flate  of  things,  we  (hall  con- 
clude the  before  (in  part  already  recited)  engrafting  aft,  by  obferving,  **  That  the  new  fub- 
"  fcribers  into  the  bank  were  thereby  to  deliver  up  to  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the 
**  Bank  of  England  their  faid  tallies  and  orders,  which  were  to  be  paid  ofFin  courfe,"  as  they 
^dually  were  by  annual  dividends,  in  a  -few  years  after,  and  bank-ftock  was  thereby  reduced 
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1697  to  its  original  capital.  *'  The  capital  ftock  of  the  bank  was  alfo  to  be  exempted  from  any  tax, 
*•  No  contraft  for  fale  of  thebank-ftock  was  to  be  valid,  unlcfs  regiftcred  within  feven  days 
"  in  the  bankbooks,  andaftually  transferred  within  fourteen  days.'*  (Happy  had  it  been  for 
hundreds  of  good  families,  if  this  falutary  claufe  had  been  exprefsly  continued  in  all  future 
afts  of  Parliament  for  this  and  all  other  joint-ftocks,  whereby  to  have  prevented  what  fo  mif- 
chicvoufly  happened  twenty-three  years  after,  viz.  in  the  year  1720  :  but  even,  asr  if  by  defign, 
it  was  never  inferted  in  any  future  ftatute,  till  after  the  faid  year  1720.)  *'  No  aft  of  the  cor- 
poration, nor  of  its  court  of  direftors,  nor  fub-committees  thereof,  fliould  fubjeft  the  par- 
ticular fhare  of  any  member  to  forfeiture  :  which  (hares,  however,  were  hereby  to  be  fubjeft 
to  the  payment  of  all  the  juft  debts  contrafted  by  the  corporation.'*  (This  reafonablc  claufe 
was  afterwards  extended  to  the  two  other  great  companies.)  **  By  this  aft  it  was  made  felony 
**  to  counterfeit  the  common-feal  of  the  bank  affixed  to  their  fealed  bills,  or  to  alter  or  erafe 
**  any  fum  in,  or  any  indorfcment  on  their  fealed-notes,  figned  by  order  of  the  faid  governor 
•*  and  company,  or  to  forge  or  counterfeit  the  faidjbills  or  notes  — Members  of  this  corpora- 
**  ration  (hall  not  be  liable  to  bankruptcy  merely  by  reafon  of  their  bank-flock ;  which  ftock, 
**  moreover,  (hall  not  be  liable  to  foreign  attachrnenis." 

This  is  all  that  is  cfTentially  neccfTary  to  be  recited  from  this  long  aft  of  Parliament ;  fo  ju- 
dicioudy  framed  for  reftoring  public  credit.  Two  great  points  were  thereby  efFefted,  viz.  The 
Exchequer  tallies  and  orders  wererefcued  from  the  ftock-jobbing  harpies,  by  being  engrafted 
into  tliis  company;  as  were  alfo  the  bank-notes,  now  cancelled,  which  had  been  at  twenty 
ptr  cent,  difcount,  by  reafon  thb  government  had  been  greatly  deficient  in  their  payments  to 
the  bank :  and  a  good  intcreft  was  fecured  for  the  proprietors  of  the  increafcd  capital. 

This  happy  engraftment,  together  with  the  rccoining  of  the  diminilhed  filver  money,  re- 
dounded greatly  to  the  credit  of  Mr.  Montague,  afterwards  Earl  of  Halifax.  For,  it  is  almoft 
incredible,  that  in  a  few  months  after  tliis  proviiion  for  the  national  debt  in  arrear,  the  ftock 
of  the  bank  given  to  the  proprietors  of  Exchequer  tallies,  which,  as  already  juft  quoted,  be- 
fore this  engraftmcnt,  had  been  at  forty  to  fifty  per  cent,  difcount,  fhould  be  currently  fold  at 
one  hundred  and  twelve  per  cent. — **  This  fccond  bank  fubfcription,"  fays  Dr.  D'Avenant, 
in  his  laft-quoted  treatife,  **  being  founded  upon  Parliamentary  fecurity,  for  making  good  the 
•*  deficient  tallies,  was  formed  by  receiving  in  thofe  talhes  at  par,  which  coft  the  fubfcribcrs 
**  but  fifty-five  to  fixty  five  per  cent."  *  (He  means  fuch  as  bought  them  at  fo  large  a  difcount) 
**  By  which  thegrcateft  eftates  were  raifed  in  the  leaft  time,  and  the  moft  of  them,  that  had 
**  been  known  in  any  age,  or  in  any  part  of  the  world."  I  have  indeed  often  heard  it  faid, 
by  perfons  who  lived  at  this  time,  that  one  fingle  fubfcribcr  alone,  namely,  Sir  Gilbert  Heath- 
cot,  gained  by  that,  rife  of  the  price  above  fixty  thoufand  pounds. 

**  During  the  recoinage  of  our  filver,"  fays  Dr.  D'Avenant,  in  the  fecond  part  of  his  Dif- 
eourfcs  onthe  public  Revenues  and  Trade  of  England,  p.  161,  "  all  great  dealii>gs  were  tranl- 
•*  aft ed  by  tallies,  bank-bills,  and  gold fmitlis  notes.  Paper  credit  did  not  only  fupply  the 
***  place  of  running  cafh,  but  greatly  multiplied  the  kingdom's  ftock.  For  tallies  and  bank- 
**  bills  did,  to  WMiny  ufcs,  fervc  as  well,  and  to  fome  better,  than  gold  and  filver :  and  this  ar- 
**•  tificial  wealth,  which  neceifity  bad  introduced,  did  make  us  lefs  feel  tl>e  want  of  that  real 
*•  treafure  wh?ch  the  war  and  our  loflTes  at  fea  had  drawn  out  of  the  nation."  This  able,  but 
venal  author,  wrote  in  a  very  different  ftrain  towards  the  clofe  of  the  next  reign. 

The  above-named  prudent  mcafurcs  in  England,  proved  the  great  means  of  concluding  in 
September,  in  thc.fame  year,  a  treaty  of  peace  between  England  and  France,  much  wanted 
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1697  by  both  nations.  In  general,  by  article  the  fevcnth,  moft  places  poflefTcd  by  either  party  be- 
fore the  war  broke  out,  were  now  ftipulatcd  to  remain  to  them.  Some  of  the  forts  in  Hud- 
fon*s  Bay  were,  however,  thereby  unhappily  to  be  left  to  France ;  as  alfo  thofe  of  Nova 
Scotia,  in  confequeiice  of  the  faid  feventh  article  of  this  treaty,  which  we  had  taken  from 
France,  in  the  year  1690 :  alfo  that  part  of  St.  Chriftopher's  ifle,  which  we  had  taken  from 
France  in  the  fame  year  i6qo,  was  by  virtue  of  this  feventh  article  reftored  to  France.  King 
William's  then  untoward  affairs  not  permitting  him  at  that  time  to  infift  too  ftrenuoufly  on 
thofe  matters,  more  efpecially  as  the  principal  preliminary  of  this  treaty  was  Louis's  re'cogni' 
zing  King  William  in  quality  of  King  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 

The  Dutch  reftored  to  France  Pondichcrry,  in  the  Eaft  Indies ;  and  at  the  fame  time  a  fc- 
paratc  treaty  of  commerce  and  marine  was  concluded  between  them  for  twenty  years. — All 
that  is  memorable  therein  being,  that  the  Dutch  fubjefts  fliall  enjoy  the  fame  privileges,  fran- 
chifes,  &c.  in  France,  as  Louis's  own  fubjefts  did,  and  that  they  niight  freely  carry  to  Mar- 
feilles,  8cc.  tlic  mercjiandize  of  the  Levant,  as  well  in  their  own  Ihips  as  in  French  bottoms, 
-without  being  liable  to  the  twenty  per  cent  on  the  Levant  commerce ;  faving  only  in  cafes 
-where  the  French  themfelves  were  liable  to  pay  it.  The  Dutch  alfo  might  hereby  import 
pickled  herrings,  without  being  liable  to  re-packing.  France  alfo  hereby  remitted  to  the 
Dutch  the  fifty  fols  per  ton  on  foreign  fhips,  excepting  only  when  Dutch  fliips  carry  French 
goods  coaftwife  from  one  port  of  France  to  another. 

To  Spain,  France  hereby  yielded  what  (he  had  taken  in  Catalonia,  as  alfo  the  city  and  pro- 
\ince  of  Luxemburg;  with  Charleroy,  Ath,  Courtray,  andMons:  refcrving,  however,  many 
burghs  and  villages  within  thofe  dependencies,  under  flight  pretences. 

To  the  Princes  of  the  empire,  France  reftored  Triers  and  Germerfheim  to  the  Eleftors  of 
Triers  and  Palatine  :  to  Sweden,  the  dutchy  of  Deuxpoius  :  to  the  Bifhop  of  Liege,  Dinant  : 
to  the  houfe  of  Wirtemberg,  Mompelgard.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  empire  was  oblic^ed 
to  confirm  for  ever  to  France  her  pofleffion  of  Strafburg,  with  its  territory.  To  the  Emperor, 
however,  France  yielded  up  Friburg  and  the  reft  of  the  Brifgaw,  and  Philiplburg.  To  the 
Duke  of  Lon-aine,  France  reftored  his  capital,  Nancy  ;  but  difmantled  and  defencelefs  :  and 
Louis  ftill  retained  Saar  Louis,  and  alfo  the  road  or  way,  of  half  a  league  in  breadth  through 
Lorraine  to  Alface,  open  to  the  French  troops  and  armies.  If  Louis  had  no  latent  defi^n  ia 
thus  yielding  up  fo  many  important  places  which  he  had  conquered,  men  would  have  faid  he 
afted  moderately.  But  his  real  view  in  this  feeming  moderation  was,  to  difarm  and  difunitc 
the  allies,  that  fo  he  might  the  more  eafily  feize  on  the  Spanifh  monarchy  upon  the  death  of 
their  old  and  feeble  King  Charles  IL  now  foon  expeftcd  ;  though  it  did  not  happen  till  three 
years  later. 

In  this  year  1697,  a  French  fquadron  of  fhips,  commanded  by  Pointis,  took  and  facked  the 
famous  town  and  forts  of  Carthagena,  in  Spanifh  America ;  and,  by  his  own  account,  got 
eight  millions  of  crowns  thereby ;  much  more  had  been  expefted,  but  that  the  people  of 
fafliion  and  the  religious  of  both  fexes  had  before  retired  far  into  the  country  out  of  his  reach, 
•with  one  hundred  and  ten  mules  laden  with  tr^afure.  Pointis,  fenfible  that  he  could  not  hold 
Carthagena,  left  it,  after  demolifhing  its  forts. 

At  London,  it  was  high  time,  in  this  fame  year  to  put  an  end  to  the  many  pretended  pri- 
vileged places,  into  which  debtors  conftantly  retited  with  the  money  and  merchandize  of  their 
creditors  ;  and,  by  combination  in  thofe  recefles,  fet  all  law  and  juftice  at  defiance ;  no  officers 
<!aring,  without  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  to  arreft  any  of  thofe  lawlefs  debtors  within  thofe 

places. 
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1697  places.     Wherefore,  by  aftatuteof  the  eighth  and  ninth  of  King  William,  cap.  xxvi.  the 

under-mentioned,  pretended  privileged  places  were  fuppreflcd,  viz,  that  in  the  Minories.— 
Thofe  in  and  near  Fleet-Street,  as  Salifbury-Court,  White-Friars,  Ram- Alley,  and  Mitre- 
Court.— In  Holborn,  Fullwood's-Rents ;  and  Baldwin's-Gardens  in  Gray's-Inn-Lane. — In 
the  Strand,  the  Savoy. — In  Southwark,  Montague's-CIofe,  Deadman's-Place,  the  Clink,  and 
tlie  Mint.  Yet  the  laft -named  place,  the  Mint,  was  fufFered  to  fpring  up  again  in  a  more 
outrageous  manner  than  ever,  and  was  not  finally  fupprefled  till  the  reign  of  King  George 
the  Firft.  It  was  a  fad  fhame  that  fuch  lawlefs  people  fliould  have  been  fo  long  tolerated  or 
connived  at. 

Burlington  Bay,  on  the  coaft  of  Yorkfliire,  being  a  fafe  bay,  as  well  for  King's  (hips  as 
merchant  ones  ;  and  the  haven  and  pier  of  Burlington,  ahas  Bridlington,  being  conveniently 
fituated  for  fupplying  of  neceflaries,  as  alfo  for  a  jctreat  in  cafe  of  ftorms  or  enemies,  it  was 
judged  a  national  benefit,  by  a  law  of  the  eighth  and  ninth  of  King  William,  cap.  xxviii.  to 
lay  a  duty  of  one  farthing  per  chaldron  on  all  coals  coming  from  Newcaftle  and  its  members 
fouthward,  for  repairing  and  building  that  pier,  which  had  been  thrown  down  in  a  ftorm  in 
the  year  1696.  ^ 

In  this  fame  year,  the  filk  weavers  of  London  were  extremely  outrageous  and  tumultuous, 
on  pretence  of  the  great  quantities  of  filks  and  callicoes,  and  other  Indian  manufaftures,  im- 
ported by  the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  worn  by  all  forts  of  people.  They  even  caried  their 
violence  fo  far  as  to  attempt  the  feizing  on  the  treafure  at  the  Eaft  India-houfe ;  and  had  well 
nigh  fucceeded  in  it :  but  were  in  the  end  reduced  to  order.  Yet  much  clamour  was  ftill 
raifed  againft  that  company  both  in  pamphlets  and  converfation.  The  company,  in  their  de- 
fence, engaged  the  famous  Dr.  D' Avenant  to  write  a  laboured  and  ingenious  eflay  on  the  Eaft 
India  trade*  He  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Polexfen,  an  eminent  merchant,  who,  in  this  year 
1697,  publifhed  his  able  performance,  entitled,  England  and  Eaft  India  inconfiftent  in  their 
Manufaftures;  which,  with  refpe£l  to  the  real  matter  of  fa£t,  as  well  as  of  its  popularity,  had 
greatly  the  advantage  over  the  before-named  venal  though  able  author. 

Notwithftanding  certain  reftitutions  which,  as  before  recited,  France  had  obtained  by  the 
treaty  of  Ryfwich,  yet  her  foreign  trade  feemed  ftill  to  languifh.  Holland  reaped  much  more 
benefit  by  her  trade  with  France  than  England  did  or  could.  The  latter  had  been  accuftomed, 
before  the  war,  to  fend  great  fums  of  money  to  France,  for  wines,  brandies,  paper,  ftufFs,  linen, 
hats,  filks,  and  many  other  things,  over  and  above  the  merchandize  they  carried  thither  from 
England,  fo  that  the  balance  was  always  greatly  in  favour  of  France.  But  the  French  com- 
Kiiflary,  now  fent  over  to  England  for  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  two  nations,  found 
infurmountable  difficulties  in  his  commiflion  ;  not  only  on  account  of  the  high  duties  laid  by 
England  on  French  goods,  which  duties  had  been  before  appropriated  to  various  ufes ;  but 
likewife  becaufc  the  Englifh,  during  the  late  long  war,  had  learned  to  be  without  the  mer- 
chandize of  France,  by  fupplying  themfelves  moftly  with  the  wines  of  Italy,  Spain,  and  Por- 
tugal;  and  with  the  linens  of  Holland  and  Silefia :  the  French  refugees  fettled  in  England, 
now  alfo  fupplied  them  with  paper,  ftuiFs,  filks,  and  hats,  made  at  home.  France,  moreover, 
on  the  other  hand,  not  relaxing  as  to  any  of  her  high  impofts  on  Englilh  manufactures,  &c. 
which  in  efFeft  amounted  to  a  prohibition  of  them,  it  was  not  therefore  poffible  for  France 
and  England  to  conclude  any  tariff  or  treaty  of  commerce  together,  which  could  be  advan- 
tageous to  the  latter ;  and  tlierefore  none  was  made. 

Vol.  IL  4  L  Neverthelefs^ 
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1697  Neverthelcfs,  foon  after  the  conclufion  of  this  peace,  the  foreign  commerce  of  England  re* 
vived,  and  public  credit  was  greatly  mended.  The  Bank  of  England's  bills  or  netes  were 
now  got  up  to  par.  The  difcount  on  the  remaining  tallies  was  become  moderate,  and  die  ac- 
tions, or  prices  of  the  (locks  of  other  Englifh  companies  were  become  more  promifing. 

1698  Yet  the  before-mentioned  complaints  againft  the  Engliih  Eaft  India  Company's  proceed* 
ings,  together  with  that  company's  great  loflcs  of  fliips  and  rich  cargoes  during  the  war  with 
France,  ivhich  had  prevented  it  from  making  any  dividends  for  fcveral  preceding  years,  had, 
by  this  time,  occa(ipned  a  general  diflike  in  the  people  againft  that  company.  This  broke  out 
more  plainly  in  the  fpring  of  1698  ;  when  the  Houfe  of  Commons  again  took  the  ftate  of  the 
company's  trade  into  their  ferious  conlideration,  even  although  it  had,  three  years  before,  ap- 
peared to  be  fo  delicate  an  affair,  that  it  had  been,  by  the  Parliament,  referred  to  the  King 
and  council,  and  by  the  latter  was  fent  back  to  the  Parliament  again,  who,  after  aH,  did  no- 
thing material  in  the  principal  complaints  relating  to  it.  I'he  company  therefore  thought  it 
now  prudent  to  make  fome  very  material  propofals  to  Parliament,  viz.  "  that  they  would 
**  advance  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds  for  the  public  fervice,  at  four  per  cent,  intereft, 
**  provided  the  exclufive  trade  to  India  might  be  legally  fettled  on  them." 

But  whilft  the  Houfe  of  Commons  feemingly  liftened  to  this  prcpofal,  a  certain  number  of 
merchants,  headed  by  Mr.  Samuel  Shepherd,  and  countenanced  by  Mr.  Montague,  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  propofed  to  that  houfe  to  advance  two  millions  of  money  at  eight  per 
cent,  intereft,  provided  they  might  have  the  faid  fole  exclufive  trade  to  India  fettled  on  them  ; 
yet  the  fubfcribers  not  to  be  obliged  to  trade  in  one  joint-ftock,  unlefs  they  fhould  afterward 
defire  to  be  incorporated ;  in  which  cafe  a  charter  (hould  be  granted  to  them.  This  laft-named 
propofal  was  beft  reliflicd,  and  therefore  a  bill  was  accordingly  brought  into  Parliament.— 
Againft  this,  the  company's  counfel  in  both  houfes  of  Parliament  pleaded  their  feveral  ex- 
clufive charters,  "  which,  amongft  other  great  privileges,  ftiled  them  Lords  Proprietors  cf 
**  Bombay  and  St.  Helena.  That  the  company  had  aftually  Acquired,  at  their  own  fole  ex- 
**  pence,  revalues  at  Fort  St.  George,  Fort  St.  David,  and  Bombay,  as  well  as  in  Perfia  anJ 
**  elfewhere,  to  the  amount  of  about  forty-four  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  arifing  from 
^*  cuftoras  and  licences  for  felling  of  wines ; — for  fifliings ; — for  farms  of  tobacco  and  beetle  ;— 
**  for  quit  rents,  hoirfe  rents,  and  garden  rents  to  the  natives ; — pafles  for  country  ihips;— 
**  tonnage,  anchorage,  falvage,  &c.  All  which  are  conftantly  increafing :  alfo  a  large  extent 
**  of  land  in  tlic  refpcftive  places.  That  they  had  alfo  erefted  forts  and  fettlements,  and  had. 
«*  procured  territories  in  the  ifland  of  Sumatra,  and  on  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  without  which 
•*  the  pepper  trade  muft  have  been  entirely  loft  to  England.  That  they  had  alfo  a  ftrong  fort 
**  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal;  and  alfo  many  factories,  buildings,  and  fettlements  in  divers 
**  other  parts;  having,  moreover,  purchafed  of  the  Indian  Princes,  at  high  rates,  many 
**  privileges  and  immunities.  All  which  they  were  encouraged  to  dd  out  of  a  firm  behef  that 
«'  their  faid  rights  and  inheritances  would,  on  all  occafions,  beobjefls  of  the  nation's  care.'* 
This  account  of  the  various  emoluments  of  that  company,  in  India,  is  materially  inftrufting; 
as  it  is  not  only  nearly  the  fame  as  the  like  emoluments  of  the  prcfent  company  in  India ;  but 
is,  moreover,  explanatory  of  the  nature  of  thofc  emoluments.  **  That  fi nee  this  bill  was 
**  brought  in,  the  company  agreed  to  fubmit  their  prefent  ftock  to-  a  valuation  of  fifty  pounds 
**  per  cent.  viz.  twenty  per  cent,  for  their  dead  ftock,"  /.  e,  their  forts,  faftbries,  lands,  &c. 
*•'  and  thirty  per  cent,  for  their  quick  ftock ;  which  they  were  content  even  to  warrant  ait  that 
a-  ♦**iatt* 
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1698  "  rate.     And,  upon  tliefc  terms,  the  company  likewife  offered  to  open  fubfcrlptions  for  two 
**  millions." 

To  all  this,  the  counfel  for  the  new  fubfcribcrs  replied,  "  that  the  old  company,"  for  fuch 
wc  mud  now  begin  to  call  them,  **  in  reciting  their  charters,  had  forgot  to  mention  the  pro- 
**  vifos  therein,  viz.  that  the  refpeaive  Kings  of  England,  who  granted  them,  referved  a  dif- 
•*  cretionary  power  to  make  them  void  on  three  years  warning.  That  the  King,  folely  by 
**  his  charter,  could  not  grant  the  trade,  exclufive  of  all  others,  as  being  diredlly  contrary  to 
*'  pofitive  laws.  Neither  had  the  prefent  King,  in  faft,  granted  any  fuch  exclufive  right.— 
**  That  feveral  recoveries  had  been  made  at  law  againft  the  company,  for  profecuting  fuch 
"  pretended  right.  That  the  King's  meffagc  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  1692,  plainly 
•'  fignified,  that  the  concurrence  of  Parliament  was  requifite  for  making  a  complete  and  ufeful 
**  fettlement  of  this  trade."  Here  they  expatiated  on  the  indireft  methods  of  bribery,  &c. 
carried  on  by  the  company's  managers,  in  the  years  1692-3-4-5.  "  That  when  they  men- 
•'  tioned  the  refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  in  1691,  they  omitted  their  other  refo- 
**  lution,  viz.  that  it  was  lawful  for  all  perfons  to  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  unlefs  reftrained 
**  by  aft  of  Parliament. — That  the  patents  for  fame  trades  with  joint-ftocks,  whilft  the  trades 
**  for  which  they  were  granted  were  in  their  infancy,  have  been  permitted,  for  the  fettling  of 
*'  of  a  trade,  and  until  the  firft  adventurers  had  reaped  fome  rcafonable  compenfation  for  their 
**  cxpence  and  rifque  :  yet  afterwards,  when  fuch  trades  have  grown  confidcrable,  the  wifdom 
**  of  the  nation  has  always,  or  generally,  judged  it  fitting  to  open  a  way  for  the  kingdom  to 
**  receive  a  general  benefit  therefrom."  Yet  the  very  fame  people  who  now  made  ufe  of  this 
argument  againft  the  old  company,  were  at  this  very  time  pufliing  for  an  exclufive  trade  to 
India^  and  did  aftually  afterwards  obtain  it.  **  That  it  never  was  efteemed  a  breach  of  public 
**  faith,  nor  a  derogation  from  the  credit  of  the  Great  Seal,  or  from  the  honour  of  our  Kings, 
**  to  have  their  patents  annulled  by  Parliament,  when  it  appeared  that  fuch  grants  were  cither 
**  unprofitable,  or  contrary  to  the  common  rights  of  the  fubjeft*  Neither  did  any  Kings 
**  think  themfelves  bound  in  honour  or  confcience,  to  refufe  paffir^  an  aft  of  Parliament  for 
**  the  annulling  of  fuch  grants. — That,  moreover.  Kings  having  often  been  deceived  in  fuch 
**  grants,  they  have  even  been  frequently  annulled  by  the  ordinary  courfc  of  law." 

It  was,  on  the  other  hand,  again  further  replied  and  urged,  in  behalf  of  the  old  company, 
^*  that  the  property  of  many  families,  widows,  and  orphans,  was  greatly  aflFefted  by  this  bill; 
•*  which,  moreover,  makes  no  provifion  for  a  determined  ftock  :  infomuch,  that  it  may  here- 
**  after  happen,  that  the  trade  may  be  loft  to  the  nation  for  want  of  a  fufficient  capital  to  carry 
*'  it  on.  It  appearing  by  thirty  years  experience,  that  it  requires  at  leaft  fix  hundred  tlioufand 
**  pounds  per  annum  to  carry  on  this  trade  to  its  utmoft.  That  even  during  the  three  years, 
*'  to  Michaelmas  1701,  the  new  fubfcribers  are,  by  this  bill,  permitted  to  trade  as  well  as  the 
*'  company,  which  is  contrary  to  the  charters^  and  will  create  great  confufion,  and  render  the 
**  faid  three  years  trade  allowed  the  old  company  of  no  benefit ;  becaufe  they  are  ftill  bound  to 
••  export  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  annually  in  our  own  raanufaftures,  al- 
**  though  the  new  fubfcribers  are  under  no  fuch  obligation, 

."  The  old  company  are,  moreover,  obliged  to  pay  taxes,  and  to  keep  up  forts,  faftorics, 
^  &c,  whilft  the  new  fubfcribers  are  to  have  an  equal  benefit  of  the  trade,  without  eitlier,-— 
^*  That  fince  the  laft  new  fubfcription,  in  the  year  1693,  the  company  have  loft,  cither  by 
**  accidents  or  by  the  calairitics  of  war,  twtlve  great  fliips,  which,  with  their  cargoes,  would 
**  have  fold  here  for  near  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds.    And  yet,  notvvithftand- 
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1698  "  ing  fuch  lofles,  they  have  paid  in  cuftoms,  fincc  that  period,  two  hundred  and  ninety-£v9 
*'  thoufand  pounds,  -befide  eighty-five  thoufand  pounds  in  taxes. — That,  moreover,  they  fup- 
*^  plied  the  King  in  Holland,  on  a  prefling  occafion,  with  fix  thoufand  barrels  of  gunpowder; 
*^  and  had  likewife,  at  a  time  of  great  extremity,  fubfcribed  eighty  thoufand  pounds  for  cir- 
*'  cuiating  exchequer  bills,  at  the  inftances  of  the  Treafury,  And  that,  in  fhort,  manyhun- 
*'  dred  families  have  their  whole  fortunes  depending  on  the  flock  of  the  prcfent  company, 
*^  who  mufl  be  utterly  ruined  if  this  bill  take  cfTeft." 

In  the  foregoing  debates  there  are  to  be  found  a  great  many  material  articles  relating  to  the 
hiftory  and  conduft  of  the  faid  old  Eaft  India  Company,  and  to  the  nature  and  legality  of  ex- 
clufivc  charters,  unfupported  by  parliamentary  authority;  we  could  not  therefore  omit,  in 
fome  degree,  enlarging  thereon ;  and  fhall  only  fubjorn  what  was,  on  this  occafion,  further 
alleged  againft  the  old  company,  viz.  "  that  the  new  fubfcribers  to  that  company's  flock,  in 
**  the  year  1693,  were  deluded  into  it  by  the  charter  then  obtained  by  jndireft  means  -, — as  by 
**  the  hopes  of  an  aft  of  Parliament  to  confirm  it ; — and  by  the  old  proprietors  having  valued 
**  their  flock  at  feven  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  whereby  they  fhared  three  hundred 
**  and  feventy-five  thoufand  pounds  of  the  new  fubfcribers  money  amongfl  themfelves  :  and 
**  as  they  had  warning  fufficient,  by  the  tranfaftions  before  the  King  and  council,  nobody 
**  was  anfwerable  for  their  lofs  but  themfelves." 

Thefe  and  fimilar  reafons  weighing,  or  feeming  to  weigh,  with  the  Parliament ;  and  feme 
of  the  leaders  of  the  old  company  being  moreover  faid  to  have  been  fufpe£lcd  of  difaiFe£lion  to 
the  flate :  or,  perhaps,  principally,  becaufe  the  new  fubfcribers  w«re  the  favourites  of  the 
miniflry,  an  aft  of  Parliament  pafled  in  this  ninth  and  tenth  of  King  William,  cap.  xliv.  for 
raifing  a  fum  not  exceeding  two  millions,  upon  a  fund  for  payment  of  annuities  after  the  rate 
of  eight  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  for  fettling  the  trade  to  the  Eafl  Ipdics.  The  fubflance 
whereof,  as  far  as  relates  to  this  fubjeft,  is,  '^  that  the  King  might  appoint  commiffioners  for 
**  taking  fubfcriptions  from  any  perfons  or  corporations,  (the  Bank  of  England  excepted)  for 
**  raifing  of  the  faid  two  millions,  from  and  after  Michaelmas  1698,  the  entire  intercfl  being 
*•  one  hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  arifing  from  the  duty  on  fait,  and  on 
**  certain  additional  duties  on  flam'ped  parchment  and  paper.  The  faid  new  fubfcribers  to  be 
"  called.  The  general  Society  of  Traders  to  the  Eafl  Indies.  Hereby  they  were  mipowered 
••  to  trade  either  direftly  themfelves,  or  to  licence  others*  in  their  flead  ;  but  fo,  as  not  to  trade 
"  annually  for  more  than  the  amount  of  their  refpeftive  fhares  or  flock.  Yet  the  King 
**  might,  by  his  charter,  incorporate  the  fubfcribers  into  one  body-politic,"  (this  was  the  in- 
tent from  the  firfl)  •*  with  perpetual  fucceflion,  &c.  and  tlie  ufual  powers ; — till  when  the  fub- 
**  fcribers  were  to  eleft  out  of  their  body  twenty-four  truflces.  Corporations  having  fAares 
**  herein  might  trade  in  proportion  to  their  fhares."  This  feems  plainly  defigned  to  favour 
what  prefently  after  fell  out  in  behalf  of  tl^  old  company.  "  Neither  this  general  fociety, 
*'  nor  any  company  that  may  be  eflablifhed  in  purfuance  of  this  aft,  fhall  borrow  or  give  fe- 
**  curity  for  any  fum  on  the  credit  of  the  funds  by  this  aft  granted.  Neither  fhall  they 
**  borrow,  owe,  or  give  fecurity  for  any  other  or  greater  furas  than  fhall  be  employed  in  their 
•*  trade,  and  which  likewife  fhall  be  borrowed  only  on  their  common  feai,  and  not  repayable 
**  in  lefs  than  fix  months.  Neither  fliall  they  difcount  any  bills  of  exchange,  or  other  bills 
•*  or  notes,  nor  keep  books  or  cafh  for  any  perfons  whatever,  other  than  their  own  corpora- 
•^  tion."  Thefe  lafl  claufes  were  inferted  for  tlie  fecurity  of  the  privileges  of  the  Bank  of 
England.     "  Five  per  cent,  ad  valorem^  additional  duty  from  Michaelmas  1698,  is  hereby 

*'  lak} 
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1698  **  laid  on  all  India  goods  imported,  to  be  paid  to  the  general  fociety,  or  to  fuch  company  or 
*'  companies  as  may  be  ereiled,  for  the  maintaining  of  ambafladors,  and  other  extraordinary 
**  expences;  the  overplus  whereof  to  be  difpofed  of  for  the  benefit  of  ail  the  members.  Upon 
"  three  years  notice,  after  Michaelmas  171 1,  and  repayment  by  Parliament  of  the  faid  two 
**  millions,  then  all  the  duties,  privileges,  &c.  fhall  ceafc.'*  (Extended  by  the  fixth  of 
"  Queen  Anne,  cap.  xvii.  to  the  twenty-fifth  of  March  1726,  and  three  years  notice. — 
**  Provided,  however,  that  the  prefent  Eaft  India  Company  may  alfo  trade  to  India  until 
•*  Michaelmas  1701.  The  feparatc  traders,  called  formerly  Interlopers,  already  gone  out, 
**  may  fafely  return.  All  future  fales  of  India  goods  (hall  be  made  openly  by  inch  of  candle, 
•'  on  pain  of  forfeiting  half  to  the  King  and  half  to  the  informer."  This  laft  claufe  was  for 
**  obviating  of  complaints  formerly  made  of  clandeftine  fales,  by  the  connivance  and  for  the 
benefit  of  direftors,  l<c.  **  The  prefent  company  fhall  pay  their  juft  debts. — No  fociety,  to 
*'  be  erefted  in  purfuance  of  this  aft,  fhall  owe,  at  any  one  time,  more  than  the  value  of 
**  their  capital  flock  undivided  :  and,  if  by  any  dividends,  their  debts  at  any  time  fhall 
**  exceed  the  amount  of  their  capital  flock,  the  refpeftive  members  fhall  be  liable  for  the 
**  fame,  fo  far  as  the  fhares  they  received  upon  fuch  dividends  fhall  extend;  befidc  cofls  of 
"  fuit." 

On  occafion  of  this  contention  between. the  two  companies,  it  was  alleged  by  many  at  this 
time,  againft  any  exclufive  trade,  *'  that  the  clofer  and  more  open  it  is  driven,  it  will  bring 
**  more  profit  to  the  nation,  and  lefs  difturb  our  own  manufaftures.  That  it  is  better  for  the 
**  kingdom,  for  inflancc,  that  three  hundred  pounds  be  employed  at  ten  per  cent,  profit,  thaa 
**  that  one  hundred  pour.ds  be  employed  at  twenty  pounds  profit. — That  wonderful  things 
*•  arc  faid  of  the  gains  of  trade  in  Sir  Thomas  Grefham's  time ;  when  for  every  hundred 
**  pounds  employed  in  trade,  it  was  returned  again,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  witli  two  or 
*'  three  hundred  pounds  more  of  profit,  divided  between  the  cufloras  of  the  crovTn  and 
**  the  merchants  :  though  at  this  time,  perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  per  cent,  is  all  that  is  fo  di- 
'**  vided  ;  but  then  for  every  one  hundred  pounds  then  employed,  there  is  probably  one  thou- 
**  fand  pounds  now  employed  in  commerce  :  and  confequently,  for  every  one  hundred  pounds 
**  fo  gained  in  thofe  times,  there  is  at  leaft  one  thoufand  pounds  gained  in  our  days. — Thus, 
*•  when  the  African  or  Guinea  trade  was  laid  open,  on  paying  ten  pounds  per  cent,  to  the 
*'  company,  if,  from  that  time,  ten  ihips  were  employed  in  it  for  every  one  that  had 
•*  been  employed  by  that  company;  if,  in  the  open  trade,  thefe  ten  fhips  on  one  thou- 
**  fand  pounds  could  divide  thirty  pounds  per  cent,  or  three  hundred  pounds,  between 
**  themfelves  and  the  cufloms  ;  and  the  company's  one  fhip  before  divided  one  hundred  pounds 
•*  between  them  and  the  cuttoms  ;  yet  the  ten  fhips  are  much  more  beneficial  to  the  nation^ 
**  becaufe  they  employ  ten  times  as  many  perfons,  and  carry  out  ten  times  as  many  manufac- 
**  tur^s  as  the  company's  onefhip  did."  This  is  a  very  imp9rtant,  and,  confequeruly,  a  very 
tifeful  remark  for  the  confideration  of  legiflators. 

After  fo  long,  and  fuch  an  expenfive  war,  which  was  now  but  juft  ended  ;  wherein,  alfo, 
there  had  been  very  great  lofles,  by  captures  of  fo  many  of  our  rich  merchant  fhips,  it  gave 
foreign  nations  a  high  idea  of  the  wealth  and  grandeur  of  England,  to  fee  two  millions,  fter- 
ling  money,  fubfcribed  for  in  three  days  time:  and  had  tlie  books  been  kept  open  longer^ 
there  were  perfons  ready  to  have  fubfcribed  as  much  more ;  for  although^  fince  that  time, 
higher  proofs  have  appeared  of  the  great  riches  of  the  nation,  becaufe  our  wealth  is  very  vifi- 
bly  and  much  incrcafed  fince  that  time ;  yet  till  then  there  had  never  been  fo  iUuflrious  an  in- 
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1698  fiance  of  England's  opulence. — This,  however,  was  undoubtedly  owing,  in  a  great  meafure^ 
to  the  legal  eftablifliment  of  our  free  conftitution,  by  the  acceffion  of  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary  to  the  throne  ;  by  which  a  firm  confidence  in  the  public  faith  was  eftablilhed  on  a  folid 
bafis.  For,  until  this  moft  happy  and  folid  fcttlement  of  our  conftitution,  whereby  the  precife 
limits  of  the  royal  prerogative,  as  well  as  of  the  fubjefts  rights,  were  afcertained,  and  abfo- 

,  lutely  eftablifhed  by  the  ever-memorable  law,  named  the  Declaration  of  Rights,  in  the  year 
1689,  the  crown,  in  fpite  of  the  old  Magna  Charta,  and  the  law  in  King  James  the  Firil's 
reign,  againft  monopolies,  in  1624,  &c.  conftantly  pretended  to  the  right  of  granting  exclu* 
five  privileges  and  charters ;  though,  neverthelefs,  frequently  and  llrenuoufly  oppofed,  and 

.fomctimes  fuccefsfully,  by  upright  judges  and  juries.     Yet,  till  this  glorious  epocha  of  liberty 

"the  Eaft  India,  Africa,  and  Hudfon's  Bay  Companies,  with  joint-ftocks,  as  well  as  the  Re- 
gulated Companies,  as  they  are  ufually  called,  trading  without  one  joint  or  common  ftock, 
viz.  the  Merchant- Adventurers,  Turkey,  and  Eaftland  Companies  ;  though  none  t)f  them 
were  legally  eftablifhed  by  aft  of  Parliament,  (as  the  Ruffia  Company  was,  by  the  eighth  of 

-Queen  Elizabeth)  all  of  them,  neverthelefs,  prefumed  fo  far  upon  their  royal  charters,  as  to 
give  great  difturbance  to,  and  often  totally  to  obftruft  the  feparate  and  independant  traders, 
whom  they  thought  fit  to  ftigmatize  with  the  opprobious  appellation  of  Interlopers.  This, 
therefore  was,  properly,  the  firft  legally  cxclufive  mercantile  company  of  England  with  a 
joint-ftock.  J^Ieceflity,  however,  was  the  principal  inducement  for  tlie  government's  encour- 
aging the  pafling  of  this  law,  eight  per  cent,  being,  in  thofc  times  of  difficulty,  reckoned  but 
a  moderate  intereft ;  tallies,  &c.  being  ftill  at  a  confidcrable  difcount,  though  tlicy  foon  after 
got  up  to  par. 

This  law,  then,  having  impowered  the  King  to  incorporate  all  the  fubfcribers  into  one  ex- 
clufive  community,  named.  The  General  Society  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies  ;  tlieir  charter 
was  dated  on  the  third  of  September  1698  ;  and  two  days  after,  viz.  on  the  fifth  of  that  month, 
he  incorporated  them  as  one  joint-ftock  exclufive  company,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  by  the  name 
of.  The  Englifh  Company  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  '*  with  the  cuftomary  privileges  of 
*'  having  a  common  feal, — of  making  by-laws, — of  fuing  and  being  fued, — of  purchafing  an 
*'  undetermined  quantity  of  lands,  &c."  And  with  this  remarkable  claufe,  which  proved  the 
means  of  afterward  uniting  the  old  and  new  Eaft  India  Companies,  viz.  **  That  all  corpora- 
**  tions  and  perfons  who  fhall  derive  any  right  or  title  from  any  of  the  faid  fubfcribers,  or 
**  their  fucceflbrs,  fhall  be  efteemed  members  of  this  new  company,  and  fhall  be  received  and 
**  admitted  as  fuch  gratis. — That  this  company  might  augment  their  capital  ftock. — That  mem- 
*'  bers,  at  their  admiffion,  fhould  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  ftock-company,  and  ihould 
*'  not  trade  to  India  on  their  private  account. — Five  hundred  pounds  to  entitle  them  to  one 
**  vote  in  general  courts,  and  none  to  have  more  than  one  vote. — That  this  new  company 
'•'  might  eftablilh  the  fame  courts  of  judicature  as  theold  company  had  power  to  do,  by  King 
**  James  the  Second's  charter. — Should  maintain  a  minifter  and  fchool-mafter  at  St.  Helena 
**  and  in  every  fort  and  fuperior  faftory  ;  as  alfo  a  chaplain  in  every  fhip  of  five  hundred  tons 
**  and  upwards. — That  one-tenth  part  of  their  whole  annual  exports  to  India  fliall  be  in  Eng- 
"  lifh  produft  and  manufa£tures." — The  reft  is  immaterial,  or  what  is  already  mentioned  in 
the  above-named  a£k  of  Parliament. 

No  fooner  was  this  new  company  crefted,  than  great  and  obvious  difficulties  and  obje£)ions 
iwere  ftarted,  againft  their  proceeding  to  trade  during  the  old  company's  remaining  three  years, 

jpiio  were  in  poffcffion  of  the  forts,  and  of  the  privileges  granted  in  India  by  the  Moguls,  &c. 

And 
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1698  And  even  although  the  new  company  fhould  wait  till  Michaelmas  170T,  when  they  would 

then  have  the  exclufive  trade  i  the  old  one  was,  neverthelefs,  at  liberty  to  difpofe  of  their 
forts,  fettleijjients,  fa£lories,  &c,  at  their  own  price ;  as  not  being  reftrained  by  the  aft  of 
Parliament  from  felling  them  even  to  foreigners.  (A  moft  unaccountable  miftake,  if  not  fo 
defigned.) — Nor  were  they,  by  this  aft,  abfolutely  diflblved  at  the  faid  three  years  end,  feeing 
their  eftatc  is  thereby  made  liable  to  pay  all  their  debts,  which  could  not  be  efFefted  within  the 
limits  of  the  faid  three  years. — Moreover,  the  faid  old  company  had  artfully  fubfcribed  three 
hundjed  and  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  into  the  new  ftock,  in  the  name  of  Mr.  John  Dubois, 
their  trcafurer,  whereby  they  were  pofleffed  of  above  one-feventh  part  of  the  whole  new  capi- 
tal of  two  millions.  To  confirm  which  pofleflion,  they  obtained  an  aft  of  the  next  fcffion  of 
Parliament,  of  the  eleventh  of  King  William,  importing,  *'  that,  in  confiderationof  the  old 
*'  company's  having  direfted  Mr.  Dubois  to  fubfcribe  the  fame  fum  in  truft  for  them,  the 
•*  faid  old  company  fhould  continue  a  corporation ;  fubjeft,  neverthelefs,  to  be  determined 
"  upon  redemption  of  the  fund  aforefaid  :"  which,  being  deemed  a  private  aft,  is  not  printed 
in  the  ftatute  book.  It  is  entitled.  An  Aft  for  continuing  the  old  Company,  called  the  Go- 
vernor and  Company  of  Merchants  of  London  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  a  Corporation  till 
the  Redemption  of  the  faid  two  Millions. 

In  all  this  very  material  affair,  there  certainly  was  a  flrange  jumble  of  inconfiflencics,  con* 
tradiftions,  and  difficulties,  not  eafily  to  be  accounted  for  in  the  conduft  of  men  of  judgment, 
unlefs  they  were  purpofely  fo  intended,  for  the  fervicc  of  the  old  company.  For  it  occafioned 
a  world  of  trouble  afterwards  to  the  new  company,  as  will  be  feen,  as  far  as  is  needful,  in  the 
next  century.  And,  indeed,  the  miniftry  were  fevercly  handled  in  feveral  virulent  pamphlets 
of  that  time.     As, 

Firfl,  **  That  three  years  before  one  company  could  be  diffolved,  anew  company  fhould  be 
•*  eftablifhed,  with  power  to  commence  an  immediate  trade  where  they  had  no  jufl:  right  till 
'*  three  years  after. 

Secondly,  "  To  fuffer  the  old  company  to  fubfcribe  fo  confiderable  a  part  of  the  new  capi- 
**  tal,  whereby  they  were  enabled  to  trade  feparately  from  the  new  one;  which  was,  in  efFeft, 
^*  the  eftablifhing  of  two  rival  companies  at  once,  befide  the  feparate  traders,  who  flill  were' 
**  continued  to  aft  by  themfelves. 

Thirdly,  **  After  the  old  conlpany's  three  years  fhould  be  expired,  of  what  ufc  could  their 
**  forts,  faftories,  lands,  buildings,  &c.  be  to  them  ?" 

Thefe,  and  otlier  difficulties  and  abfurdities  might  be  enlarged  on,  were  it  neceflary,  after 
dwelling  fo  long  on  this  matter  already.  A  coalition,  therefore,  of  thofe  two  companies  feem- 
cd  to  be  the  only  efFeftual  expedient.  For  fuch  was,  at  this  time,  the  force  of  party,  in  a  ' 
matter  which,  one  would  think,  fhould  be  of  no  party,  that  thofe  two  companies  had  divided  . 
almofl  the  whole  kingdom  into  the  two  oppofite  parties,  of  the  old  and  new  companies  :  the 
former  generally  favoured  by  that  then  called  the  tory  party,  and  the  new  one  by  what 
Avas  called  the  whig  party.  And  in  this  condition  we  will  leave  them  for  a  fhort  time,  for 
the  fake  of  the  chronological  thread  of  our  hiflory. 

It  was  about,  or  near  this  time,  that  King  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  of  France  made  his  great- 
cfl:  efforts  for  a  fea  dominion,  or  a  fuperior  naval  ftrength  :  and  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  he 
took  very  wife  meafures  for  tlwt  end.     For, 

Firft,  Hcerefted  academies  for  mathematical  lludies,  and  for  making  expert  engineers, 
t)ombardiers,  fhip>buildcrs,  and  navigators.' 

Secondly jf- 
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1698  Secondly,  He  divided  all  his  fea  coafts  into  x:ertain  departments,  over  which  he  placed  proper 
intendants,  who  kept  ex  aft  lifts  of  all  fea-faring  people,  obliging  them,  by  turns,  to  ferve  in 
the  royal  navy  for  a  certain  fixed  term  of  years.  By  fuch  meafures,  he  appeared  quickly  on 
the  ocean,  with  a  formidable  navy,  whereby,  for  a  while,  he  bid  defiance  to  both  the  ancient 
maritime  powers.  Yet,  in  the  end,  he  was  efFeftually  convinced,  that  they  had  ftill  an  ad- 
vantage over  him  on  the  watery  element,  after  he  had  contrafted  an  immenfe  debt  on  that 
fcore  :  and  that  as  all  monarchies  a%  well  as  individuals,  have  certain  limits  in  point  of  power 
and  expence,  he  muft  either  quit  his  new  projeft,  of  giving  law  on  the  ocean,  or  elfe  abandon 
his  grand  projects  of  conquefts  at  land  by  his  vaft  land  armies.  The  latter  he  could  not  think 
of  giving  up,  and  therefore  he  was  forced  to  drop  the  former.  So  that  towards  the  clofe  of 
his  reign,  his  navy  was  permitted  to  decline  very  much  :  yet  his  fucceflbr  has  fince  attempted 
both  again,  with  as  little  or  lefs  reafon,  and  even  with  much  lefs  fuccefs,  all  things  duly  con- 
fidered. 

In  this  fame  year,  Lewis  the  Fourteenth  erefted  a  new  cxclufive  company,  for  fifty  years, 

named.  The  Royal  Company  of  St.  Domingo,  not  only  for  the  great^ifle  of  Hifpaniola,  (the 

weft  end  of  which  he  had  feized  on  and  planted,  though  never  as  yet  yielded  to  him  by  Spain, 

in  any  treaty)  but  for  all  the  other  Weft  India  iflands  to  which  he  laid  claim.     This  grant  was 

'      confirmed  in  17 16. 

In  this  fame  ninth  and  tenth  of  King  William,  the  Luftnng  Company  obtained  an  aft  of 
Parliament,  cap.  xliii,  wherein  the  preamble  fets  forth,  **  That  the  faid  company  have  with 
•*  great  labour  and  charge  brought  that  manufafturc  to  perfeftion:  but  that,  by  reafon  of  the 
**  fraudulent  importation  of  foreign  alamodes  and  luftrings,  the  company  have  not  enjoyed 
**  the  benefit  intended  them  by  the  royal  charter ;  but  have  wafted  their  time  and  ftock  in  con- 
'*  tending  with  many  difficulties  and  obftruftions  which  they  have  fince  met  with. — And,  it 
**  now  appearing,  that  the  faid  manufafture  cannot  be  fo  well  condufted  and  fecured  to  Eng- 
**  land,  by  any  other  means,  than  by  the  eftabliftiing  of  an  exclufive  company  for  the  fame;— 
**  it  was  therefore  now  enafted, 

Firfti  **  That  the  faid  company  be  a  perpetual  corporation,  with  the  ufual  powers,  &c.  of 
**  a  body-polific,  as  in  their  charter. 

Secondly,  **  That  they  fhall  enjoy  the  fole  ufe,  exercife,  and  benefit  of  making,  dreffing, 
**  and  luftrating  of  plain  black  alamodes,  renforcez,  and  luftrings,  in  England  and  Wales, 
**  for  fourteen  years  to  come."  All  which,  however,  could  not  fupporteven  this  monopoly, 
#when  the  fafhion  changed ;  new  fabrications  driving  out  the  former  general  wear  of  thofe 
otherwife  pretty  and  glofly  filks.  So  that  the  company  had  run  out  their  ftock,  and  was  quite 
broke  up,  even  before  the  expiration  of  their  faid  exclufive  term ;  which,  therefore,  was  not 
renewed* 

In  this  fame  year,  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  Company's  charter  of  privileges  was  renewed  by 
the  States  General  for  forty  years  to  come ;  which  thereby  gave  that  company  great  encourage- 
ment and  weight  for  carrying  on  their  future  commerce  to  India, 

The  feparate  traders  of  England  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea,  and  other  parts  of  the  weft  coaft  of 
Africa,  called  Interlopers  by  the  Royal  African  Company,  having  a  fuperior  advantage  over 
that  company,  by  being  at  no  part  of  the  expence  of  forts,  governors,  faftors,  and  other  fer- 
vants,  on  that  coaft,  had,*1)y  this  time,  fo  far  worn  that  company  out  of  the  negroc  trade, 
that  they  were  rendered  unable  any  longer  to  fupport  the  faid  forts,  &c,  without  the  aid  of 
the  legiflaturc.  An  aft  of  Parliament,  tlierefore,  of  this  ninth  and  tenth  of  King  William, 
3  ^*P- 
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1698  cap.  xxvj.  To  fettle  the  trade  to  Africa,  was  pafled  in  their  behalf  i  tlie  preamble  whereof  feta 

forth,  *'  That  as  mofc  forts  and  caftles,  which  arc  undoubtedly  neceflary  for  the  proteftion 
**  of  that  trade,  have  hitherto  been  maintained  at  the  fole  fexpence  of  this  company ;  it  is  moft 
**  reafonable  that  all  who  trade  to  tiiat  coaft,  fhould  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  them.— 
**  Wherefore  it  was  enafted, 

**  Firft,  That,  for  the  better  enabling  the  company  to  fupport  and  maintain  the  faid  forts 
**  and  faftories,  all  the  King's  fubjefts,  as  well  of  England  as  America,  trading  to  the  coaft 
**  of  Africa,  from  or  between  Cape  Mount  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  as  well  as  the  faid 
**  company,  fhall  pay  ten  per  cent,  ad  valoreniy  for  alhthe  goods  and  merchandize  which  they 
"  fhall  export  to  that  coaft,  either  from  England  or  from  America. 

**  Secondly,  They  fhall  pay  alike  ten  per  cent,  outward,  and  alfo  ten  per  cent,  homeward, 
^*  on  all  goods  fhipped  from  or  to  England  or  America,  to  and  from  any  part  of  that  coaft,  be- 
**  tween  Cape  Blanco  and  Cape  Mount,  negroes  excepted :  red-wood  only  to  pay  five  per 
**  cent. 

"  Thirdly,  Gold  and  filver  brought  from  any  part  of  that  coaft  Ihall  pay  no  duty  at  all,  but 
**  may  be  freely  landed  without  entry. 

**  Fourthly,  Separate  traders,"  now  no  longer  to  be  called  interlopers,  "  to  enjoy  equal 
**  proteftion  and  affiftance  at  thofe  forts  witli  the  company's  own  fhips  and  people ;  and  they 
**  might  even,  at  their  own  coft,  fettle  faftories,  and  do  all  other  matters  there  which  tlic 
**  company  might  do." 

Thus,  a  trade,  which  had  before  been  virtually  open,  was  now  legally  made  fo;  and,  at  that 
time,  in  every  one's  judgment,  much  to  the  benefit  of  the  nation,  more  efpecially  with  rela- 
tion to  the  commerce  to  our  fugar  colonies  :  for  it  was  confefled  by  all,  tliat  the  feparate  tra- 
ilers had  eonfidcrably  reduced  the  price  of  negroes  to  our  fugar  planters  :  and,  confcquently, 
had  fo  far  the  better  enabled  them  to  underfell  our  rivals.  Yet  we  fhall  hereafter  fee,  that  the 
provifion  made  by  this  law,  which  was  to  endure  for  thirteen  years,  could  not  efFedlually  fup- 
port the  Royal  African  Company,  who  had  the  management  of  this  duty,  which,  in  the  end, 
was  abfolutely  reduced  to  nothing. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  company  proceeded  to  trade  on  their  own  bottom,  by  borrowing 
money  by  their  fealed  bonds ;  and  made  calls  on  their  members  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty  thoufand  pounds,  by  way  of  additional  ftock,  in  hopes  to  find  the  Parliament  fooner 
or  later  inclinable  to  grant  them  an  exclufive  trade :  for  which  end,  they  petitioned  Queen 
Anne,  in  the  year  1707,  though  without  effeft. 

London,  at  this  time,  abounded  with  many  new  projedts  and  fchemes,  promifing  moun- 
tains of  gold  :  there  were  alfo  feveral  rational  new  projefts  introduced,  chiefly  by  the  French 
Pro teftant  Refugees  ;  the  chief  of  thefe  projeftors  was  one  Dupin,  who  was  inftrumental  in 
advancing  the  raanufaftures  of  fine  linen,  thread,  tapes,  lace,  &c.' and  of  fine  white  writing 
paper.  He  pretended,  that  the  court  of  France  was  fo  much  alarmed  at  his  firft  fetting  on 
foot  the  paper  manufafture,  that  Barillon,  the  then  French  ambaiTador  at  London,  obftrufted 
at  to  his  utmoft,  and  enticed  the  chief  of  our  workmen  into  France,  from  the  paper-mills  in 
England.  But  with  refpeft  to  the  linen  manufafture,  more  efpecially  in  the  fbuth  parts  of  Eng- 
land, it  is  probable  it  never  will  prove  very  fuccefsfal ;  neither,  perhaps,  is  it  for  England's 
benefit  that  it  fhould  fucceed  there,  fince  it  might  not  a  little  iiuerfere  with  our  ancient  and ' 
noble  woollen  manufaftures,  and  alfo  with  the  filk  and  fteel  ones,  by  diverting  our  workmen 
therefrom ;  fince^  in  the  opinion  of  many,  the  fowing  of  much  flax  in  England,  and  the  nc- 
VoL.  IL  4  M  gleftinj 
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1698  gleftlngof  the  woollen  manufafture,  which  would  inevitably  follow^  might  probably  lowers 
the  price  of  lands. — As,  obfcrvers  fay,  it  requires  about  twenty' acres  of  land  to  breed  wooL 
for  fetting  on  work  the  fame  number  of  hands  which  one  acre  of  flax,  would  employ  :  and  yet, 
in  the  end,  the  woollen  manufafture  will  be  found  to  employ,  by  far  the  grcaieft  number  of 
hands,  and  yield  the  moft  profit  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  the  maiiufafturers. — ^That  even  in 
the  linen  manufaftures  of  Holland,  the  Dutch  have  only  the  eaiieft  and  moft  profitable  part 
thereof,  vizr.  the  weaving  and  whitening  of  it :  for  it  is  faid,  that  moft  of  the  thread  thereof  is 
fpuit  in  Germany,  Pruffia,  &c.  where  the  people  being  poor,  can  fpin  cheaper  than  the  people 
of  England  or  Holland  can  do.  But  in  countries  where  labour  and  lands  are  cheap,  as  in  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  the  linen  manufafture  has  been  experienced  to  be  profitable  to  the  commu- 
nity. The  further  planting  of  the  new  colonies  in  America,  with  fimilar  projefts  at  home, 
as  infurance-offices,  faltpetre-works,  copper-mines,  the  penny-poft  projeft,  and  many  more, 
were  now  much  in  vogue. — "  So  have  I  feen,'*  fays  the  author  of  An  Eflay  onProjefts,  prin- 
ted in  the  preceding  year,  *'  fhares  of  joint- ftocks,  and  other  undertakings,  blown  up,  by  the 
**  air  of  great  words,  and  the  name  of  fome^  man  of  credit  concerned,  to  perhaps  one  hundred 
*'  pounds  for  one  five  hundredth  part  or  fliare,  and^ct  at  laft  dwindle  to  nothing." 

Writers  about  this  time  complain  heavily,  *' Tliat  the  Royal  Excliange  of  London  was 
•*^  crouded  with  projefts,  wagers,  fairy-companies  of  new  manufaftures  and  inventions,  ftock- 
**  jobbers,  &c.  So  that  very  foon  after  this  time,  the  tranfafting  of  this  ai^y  trade  of  job- 
**  bing,  was  juftly  removed  from  off  the  Royal  Exchange  into  the  place  called  Exchange  Al- 
**  ley,  and  fince  into  a  building  erefted  on  purpofe,  and  called  the  Stodc  Exchange,  where  it 
*'  is  now  carried  on." 

In  the  fame  year,  tlie  Engjilli  Houfc  of  Peers  addrefled  King  WiUiam,  in  order  to  his  dFf- 
couraging  the  woollen  manufaftures  of  Ireland,  the  increafe  of  which  had  given  umbrage  to 
the  people  of  England :  and  that  his  Majefty  would,  on  the  contrary,  encourage  the  linen 
manufafture  of  the  faid  kingdom  of  Ireland,  purfuant  to  an  aft  of  Parlian>cnt,  in  the  year 
1696,  already  mentioned  :  which  manufafture  has  fince  been  brought  to  great  perfeftion  in 
that  kingdom.  The  Englifh  Houfe  of  Commons  likcwife  addrdffed  the  King,  to  induce  the 
people  of  Ireland  to  cultivate  the  joint  intereft  of  both  kingdoms:  and  that,  as  Ireland  is  de- 
pendent on,  and  protefted  by  England  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  tliey  have,  they  would  be  con- 
tent to  apply  themfelves  to  the  linen  manufafture ;  whereby  they  would  enrich  themfelves, 
and  be  beneficial  to  England  at  the  fame  time  :  both  which  points  have  fince  been  fuccefsfully 
efFefted. 

In  this  year,  the  French  firft  began  a  fettFement  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mifllfippi,  in  the 
Spanifh  province  of  Florida,  fince  grown  up  to  be  a  confiderable  French  colony.  Their  prin- 
cipal intention  herein,  as  has  fince  plainly  appeared,  being  to  open  a  communication  from 
thence  to  their  colony  of  Canada,  thereby  to  hem  in  the  Englifh  colonies,,  fo  as  to  engrofs  the 
whole  Indian  trade  to  themfelves. 

Before  we  leave  this  year,  it  may  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice  of  wliat  Dr.  D'Avenant  has 
remarked  concerning  the  increafe  of  the  people  of  England,-  in  tlie  fecond  part  of  his  Dif- 
courfcs  on  the  public  Revenues  and  Trade  of  England,  pobllfhed  in  this  year,  p.  196,  oftavo; 
Tiz.  *' That  there  are  almoft  undeniable  reafons  to  be  drawn  from  political  arithmetic,  that, 
•*  fince  the  year  r6oo,  we  are  increafed  in  number  of  inhabitants  about  nine  hundred  thou- 
*<  fand  :  which  could  not  be,  if  the  plantations  were  fuch  a  drain  of  the  people  as  is  injarious 
*'  to  the  commonwealtlu'* 
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1698  Wc  cannot  forget  two  good  flatutes,  for  the  benefit  of  inland  commerce,  made  in  t!)e  ninth 
and  tenth  years  of  King  William,  cap.  xv.  viz.  For  determining  differences  by  arbitration. — 
Whereby  "  merchants,  traders,  and  others,  defiring  to  end  any  controverfy  by  arbitration,  for 
**  which  there  is  no  other  remedy  but  by  perfonal  aftion  or  fuit  inequity,  may  agree  their  fub- 
<*  miflion  of  their  fuit  to  the  award  of  any  perfon  or  perfons,  which  fhould  be  made  a  rule  of 
♦<  any  court  of  record.  By  which  agreement,  fo  made  and  ijifertcd  m  their  fubmiflion,  tlic 
*•  parties  fhall  be  finally  concluded  by  fuch  arbitration.'* 

The  other,  cap.  xvii.  For  the  better  payment  of  inland  bills  of  exchange,  enaft«,  **  That 
**  all  bills  of  exchange,  drawn  in  England,  for  five  pounds,  or  vtpward,  to  any  other  place  in 
^*  England,  and  payable  at  a  certain  number  of  days,  weeks,  or  months  after  date,  fliall, 
**  from  and  after  prefentation  and  acceptance,  which  acceptance  fhall  be  by  the  under-writing 
**  the  fame  under  the  party's  hand  fo  accepting;  and  after  the  expiration  of  three  days  after  the 
**  faid  bill  fliall  become  due,  the  party  to  whom  the  faid  bill  is  made  payable,  his  fervant, 
"  agent,  orafligns  may,  and  Ihall  caufe  the  faid  bill  to  be  protefted  by  a  notary-public,  or 
**  any  other  fubftantial  perfon  of  the  city,  town,  or  place,  in  the  prefence  of  two  or  more  ere- 
**  dible  witnefles,  refufalor  negleft  being  firft  made  of  due  payment ;  which  proteft  fhall  be 
*•  firft  made  and  written  under  a  fair  written  copy  of  die  faid  bill,  fignifying ; 

*•  That  1,  A.  B.  on  the day  of ,  at  the  ufual  place  of  abodQ  of  the  faid 

^*  C.  D.  have  demanded  payment  of  the  bill  of  which  this  is  a  copy  ;  which  the  faid  C.  D. 
**  did  not  pay:  wherefore  I  the  faid  A.  B.  do  hereby  proteft  the  faid  bill.     Dated  at        ■ 
*^  this  day  of , 


<( 


Which  proteft  Ihall,  within  fourteen  days  i'fter,  be  fen t,  or  otlierwife  due  notice  (hall 
"  be  given  thereof,  to  the  party  from  whom  the  bill  was  received,  and  who,  upon  producing 
**  fuch  proteft,  fhall  repay  the  faid  bill,  together  with  intereft  and  charges.  And,  on  default 
"  of  fuch  proteft,  (for  which  only  fix-pence  fhall  be  paid)  or  due  iiotice,  the  perfon  fo  failing, 
*'  fhall  be  liable  to  all  cofts,  damages,  and  intereft  accruing  thereby.  Provided,  that  if  any 
*'  fuch  bill  be  loft  or  mifcarried  within  the  time  limited  for  payment,  the  drawer  fhall  be 
*'  obliged  to  give  another  bill ;  the  perfon  to  whom  it  is  fent  giving  fecurity  (if  demanded)  to 
"  the  drawer  to  indemnify  him,  in  cafe  the  loft  bill  fhall  be  found  again." 

Private  and  fallacious  lotteries  were  at  this  time  become  fo  general,  not  only  in  London, 
but  in  moft  other  great  cities  and  towns  of  England,  whereby  the  lower  people  and  the  fer- 
vants  and  children  of  good  families  were  defrauded  :  an  aft  of  Parliament  was  therefore  pafled 
in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  of  King  William,  cap.  xvii.  for  fupprcffing  fuch  lotteries  ;  "  even 
*•  although  they  might  be  fet  up  under  colour  of  parents  or  grants  under  the  great  feal.— 
*'  Which  faid  grants  or  patents  are  againft  the  common  good,  welfare,  and  peace  of  the  king** 
**  dom,  and  are  void  and  againft  law,"  fays  the  preamble,  "  A  penalty  therefore  of  five 
**  hundred  pounds  was  laid  on  the  proprietors  of  any  fuch  lotteries,  and  of  twenty  pounds  oa 
<<  every  adventurer  in  them."  Notwithftanding  all  which,  the  like  difpofition  to  fraud  on 
one  hand,  and  to  gaming  on  the  other,  prevailed  again  in  the  next  reign,  till  a  frelh  law  was 
made  againft  thofe  lotteries,  &c. 
1699  During  the  unfcttkd  times  of  the  Eaft  India  trade,  the  old  Eaft  India  Company's  ftock  (by 
the  management  of  ftock  jobbers)  had,  in  about  nine  or  ten  years  paft,  been  fold  on  the  ex- 
change, at  from  three  hundred  per  cent,  down  to  thirty-feven  per  cent.  And  the  contentioa 
between  the  two  companies  greatly  prejudiced  the  trade ;  there  being,  at  one  time,  fixty  fhips 
abroad,  in  India  and  returning,  which  very  much  overcharged  that  trade. 
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1699  Captain  Dampier,  in  the  King's  (hip  the  Roebuck,  having  failed  upon  new  dHcoverics, 
after  various  adventures,  found,  that  the  eaftermoft  part  of  New  Guinea  did  not  join  to  the 
continent,  but  was,  in  faft,  an  ifland  ;  which  he  therefore  ftilcd  New  Britain. 

In  this  year,  being  the  laft  of  the  great  dearth  of  corn,  wheat  was  fold  in  London  at  three 
pounds  four  fhiUings  per  quarter,  or  eight  (hillings  per  bufhel. 

Complaints  being  llill  loud,  concerning  the  wool  and  woollen  manufaftures  of  Ireland  ex- 
ported into  foreign  parts  ;  and  that  even  thofe  of  our  North  American  plantations  began  to  be 
likewife  exported  to  foreign  markets  formerly  fupplied  by  England ;  a  law  was  thereupon  made 
in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  of  K ing  William,  cap.  x.  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  wool  out  of 
the  kingdoms  of  Ireland  and  England  into  foreign  parts:  and  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
Englifh  woollen  manufaftures.     Whereby, 

I.  *'  No  wool,  nor  manufaftures  of  wool,  were  to  be  exported  from  Ireland  to  any  part 
**  of  the  world  but  to  England,  and  this  only  to  the  following  ports,  viz.  Biddeford,  Barn- 
**  ftaple,  Minehead,  Bridgewater,  Briftol,  Milford-Haven,  Chcfter,  and  Liverpool,  from  the 
**  Irifli  ports  alone  of  Dublin,  Waterford,  Youghall,  JCingfale,  Cork,  and  Drogheda :  mider 
•*  forfeiture  of  (hips  and  cargoes,  and  alfo  of  five  hundred  pounds  penalty. 

II.  **  The  like  forfeitures  are  hereby  inflifted  on  fuch  as  (hall  export  in  (hips,  or  (hall  carry 
"  by  horfes,  into  any  other  place  or  colony  out  of  the  King's  dominions,  any  wool  or  woollen 
**  manufaftures  of  the  Englifh  plantations  in  America." 

kS*  This  is  the  firft  mention  in  our  ftatute  book,  of  woollen  manufaftures  in  our  American 
plantations. 

Gr.  Gemelli,  who  returned  in  this  year  from  his  fix  years  travels  round  the  globe,  treating 
of  the  once  numerous  Portuguefc  conquefts  in  the  Eail  Indies  obfervcs,  "  that  the  remains  of 
*'  thofe  conquefts  are  fo  very  inconfiderable  as  fcarcely  to  defray  their  own  cxpence.  At  Goa, 
**  they  have  that  fmall  ifland,  with  three  or  four  other  inconfiderable  ones  near  it.  On  the 
**  north  coaft,  the  fortreflfes  of  Daman,  Bazaim,  and  Chaul.  In  the  kingdom  of  Guzarat 
"  they  have  Diu.  Near  China,  the  iflands  of  Timor,  Solor,  and  the  colony  of  Macao,  fub- 
*'  jeft  to  China.  In  Africa,  they  have  Angola,  Sena,  Sofala,  Mozambique,  andMombaza; 
•*  many  in  number,  but  of  no  great  value.*' 

By  a  ftatute  of  this  fame  tenth  and  eleventh  of  King  William,  cap.  vi.  the  admifiion  into 
the  freedom  or  fcllow(hip  of  the  Englifh  Ruflia  Company,  was  made  more  eafy,  viz.  "  that 
**  after  Lady-day,  1699,  every  fubjeft  defiring  admiflTion  into  tliat  »fellow(hip,  (hall  pay  no 
*'  more  than  five  pounds  for  the  fame." 

II.  **  It  was  hereby  alfo  enafted,  that  the  commiflioners  of  the  cuftoms  (hall,  in  every 
<*  feflion  of  Parliament,  lay  before  both  houfes  an  account,  under  their  hands,  of  all  naval 
*^  ftores  which  (hall  have  been  imported  by  any  perfon  from  RufTia  into  England.*'  Although 
in  no  part  of  this  ftatute  there  be  any  ground  affigned  for  enafting  of  this  laft-named  claufe, 
yet  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  then  legiflature  had  in  their  thoughts  the  promoting  of 
the  importation  of  naval  ftores  from  our  American  plantations. 

By  another  Englifh  ftatute,  cap.  xxv.  feveral  regulations  were  made  concerning  the  New- 
foundland trade  and  fifhery.  Such  as,  '*  its  being  made  perfeftly  free  for  all  fubjefts  alike  to 
**  trade  thither,  and  to  fifh  on  its  banks  :  that  the  firft  fifhing  (hip  arriving  at  any  of  the  har- 
*'  hours  or  creeks  of  Newfoundland  fhall  be  deemed  Admiral  there,  for  that  fcafon:  the 
"  fecond  (hip  fo  arriving,  (hall  be  Vice-Admiral ;  and  the  third  (hall  be  Rear-Admiral. — 
*'  Which  three  Admirals  (hall  have  power  to  decide  comrcverfies  concerning  places  or  ftations 
3  .  "  itt 
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1699  **  in  harbours,  ftages,  cookrooms,  &c.  there*     Moreover,  every  bye-boat-keepcr  there  (hall 

**  carry  with  him  two  frcfh  men  iii  every  fix,  viz.  one  that  hath  made  but  one  voyage,  and 

**  one  that  never  was  at  fea  before."     This  was  obvioufly  defigned  for  the  incrcafe  of  our 

failors,     **  And  every  inhabitant  Ihall  employ  two  fuch  frefti  men  for  every  boat  kept  by 

*•  them.     Alfo  every  matter  .of  a  fifliing  fhip  fhall  carry  with  him  one  that  never  was  at  fea 

"  before,  for  every  five  men  he  Ihali  carry.     And,  for  the  prefervation  of  timber  on  the  ifland 

"  of  Newfoundland,  no  perfon  Ihall  rind  any  of  the  trees, — nor  ihall  fet  on  fire  any  of  the 

**  woods,  &c." 

Although  the  Poft-office  revenue  of  England  be  not  accountable  annually  to  the  Parliament, 
as  other  branches  arc,  it  being  properly  part  of  the  private  revenue  of  the  crown  ;  yet,  as  has 
been  cllewhere  obferved,  that  revenue  being  a  kind  of  politico-mercantile  pulfe,  whereby  to 
judge  of  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  the  nation's  general  commerce;  we  ihall  here  therefore 
obfervc,  that  in  a  printed  letter  to  a  member  of  Parliament,  concerning  the  debts  of  the  na- 
tion, publiihed  in  the  year  1701,  the  net  revenue  of  the  Poft-ofScc,  for  the  year  1699,  is  faid 
to  have  been  ninety  thoufand  five  hundred  and  four  pounds  ten  ihillings  and  fix-pence. 

There  was  exported,  in  this  year,  according  to  Dr.  D'Avenant,  into  foreign         ^. 
parts,  from  all  England,  —  _  _  — .  6,788,166 

And  imported,  —  —  —.  —  —.  5*640,506 


Balance,  this  year,  in  favour  of  England,  —  —  1,147,660 


This  was  indeed  a  happy  change  from  the  years  1662  and  i668. 

And  whereas  in  the  faid  Dr.  D'Avenant's  report  to  the  Commiflioncrs  of  Ac- 
counts, in  the  year  17 12,  part.  ii.  p.  71.  there  was  exported  from  England,  this 
year,  as  above,  to  all  parts,  —  —  —  —  —  6,788,166 

Thereof  exported  in  our  woollen  manufaftures  to  the  value  of  —  2,932,292 

This  authentic  view  of  the  vaft  importance  of  our  woollen  manufafture  exported,  highly 
merits  the  conft^nt  remembrance  of  the  public,  being  confiderably  above  two  fiftli  parts  of 
our  whole  exports. 

The  judicious  Mr.  Wood  alfo,  in  his  Survey  of  Trade,  p.  46,  tells  us,  that  in 
the  year  1662  the  total  exports  from  England  in  that  year  was  but  —  2,022,812 

Ditto  in  1699,  as  per  D'Avenant  ^.^  _  — ,  6,788,166 


Vaft  increafe  of  our  exports  fince  1662  -^  "^        '        "*  4>7^5»334 


N.  B.  Under  the  year  1668  we  have  already  exhibited  near  the  fame  fum  of  our  exports  for 
that  year. 

r.  Several  authors  think,  that  the  value  of  the  wool  ihorn  annually  in  England 
may  amount  to  —  —  —  — .  — ,  a,ooo,ooo 

2.  The  manufafturing  whereof  is  computed  to  coil  —  —  6,000,000 


3.  And  that,  wh^n  raanufaftured,  its  total  value  is  increafcd  to  —  8,000,000 


Of  which,  many  fince  that  time  think  we  annually  export  near  one  half^  more  efpecially 
fince  the  late  incrcafed  demand  from  our  own  American  plantations. 

The 
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iyoo  The  French  King  at  this  time  erefts  a  new  council  of  commerce ;  confiftlng  of  his  principal 
minifters  of  ftatc  and  finances,  and  of  twelve  of  the  principal  merchants  of  his  kingdom,  viz. 
two  of  Paris,  and  ten  from  the  cities  of  Rouen,  Bourd^aux,  Lyons,  Marfeillcs,  Rochelle, 
Nantes,  St.  Malo,  Lifle,  Bayonne,  and  Dunkirk ;  each  one  member.  This  council  to  meet 
at  leaft  once  in  every  week,  for  treating  of  all  matters  commercial,  as  well  by  land  as  by  fea, 
at  home  and  beyond  fea.  To  receive  propofals,  fchemes,  petitions,  &c.  and  to  determine 
commercial  controveriies.  Alfo  to  encourage  vrorks,  manufafturcs,  &c.  The  faid  twelve 
merchants  to  be  annually  eleftcd  by  the  magiftrates  of  tlie  faid  eleven  cities. 

From  the  very  firft  ereftipn  of  tliis  famous  new  <?ouncil,  or  board  of  commerce,  we  have 
good  ground  to  date  the  great  and  almoft  furprizing  increafe  of  the  commerce,  woollen  ma- 
nufafture,  mercantile  fhipping,  and  foreign  colonies  of  France. 

The  wear  of  Indian  wrought  filks,  Huffs,  and  callicoes,  was  become  fo  univerfal  in  Eng- 
land at  this  time,  and  the  complaints  thereof  fo  loud,  that  it  was  now  thought  high  tinte  to 
remedy  fo  great  an  evil.  The  preamble  to  the  ftatute  obferves,  **,that  the  cciuinuance  of  the 
"  trade  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  in  the  fame  manner  and  proportiolis  as  it  hath  been  for  two  years 
**  laft  paft,  mull  inevitibly  be  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  kingdom,  by  cxhaufting  the  trca- 
*«  fure  thereof,  melting  dswn  the  coin,  and  tc^king  away  the  labour  of  the  people,  by  which 
**  very  many  of  the  manufafturers  ©f  this  nation  are  become  cxcelfively  burdenfome  arxd 
*•  chargeable  to  their  refpeftive  parifhes,  and  others  are  thereby  compelled  to  feck  for  em- 
"  ployment  in  foreign  parts."  This  grievance  was  greatly  heightened  by  the  importations  of 
two  Eaft  India  Companies  together  of  thofe  Indian  manufaftures,  which  raifed  a  great  clamour 
in  Spitalfields,  hTorwich,  Canterbury,  Coventry,  &c.  whereby  alfo  a  double  quantity  of  filver 
was  exported  to  India. 

A  ftatute  therefore  pafled  in  this  eleventh  and  twelfth  of  King  William,  cap.  x.  for  the 
imorc  efFeftual  employing  the  poor,  by  encouraging  the  manufactures  of  this  kingdom.— 
Enafting,  ^*  that,  from  Michaelmas  1701,  all  wrought  filks.  Bengals,  and  ftufFs,.  mixed  with 
"  ,filk  or  herba,  of  the  manufafture  ofPerfia,  China,  or  Eaft  India;  and  alfo  all  printed  cal- 
**  licoes,  and  painted,  dyed,  or  ftained  there,  fhall  be  locked  up  in  warehoufes  appointed  by 
**  the  eommiffioners of  the  cuftoms,  till  re-exported;  fo  as  none  of  the  faid  goods  fhould  be 
**  worn  or  ufed,  in  either  apparel  or  furniture,  in  England,  on  forfeiture  thereof,  and  alfo 
'**  of  two  hufidred  pounds  penalty  on  the  perfons  having  or  felling  any  of  them." 

This  wholefome  law  greatly  revived  the  droojping  fpirits  of  our  own  filk  and  ftufF  manufac- 
^turers,  producing  a  remarkable  increafe  in  the  demand  of  our  faid  manufaftures. 

By  another  Englifti  ftatute,  of  this  fame  year,  cap.  xi.  for  making  the  laws  more  effcdual 
for  the  prevention  of  the  importation  of  foreign  bone-lace,  needle-work,.  &c.  they  were  again 
-to  be  re-admitted  three  months  after  tlie  prohibition  of  the  Englifti  woollen  manufaflures  ia 
Flanders  ftiall  be  taken  off.  The  faid  prohibition  of  our  woollen  manufaftures  in  Flanders 
was  found  very  detrimental  to  us,  being  occafioned  byour  prohibition  of  their  lace,  &c.  where- 
fore we  werp  now  obliged  to  repeal  that  law,  in  order  for  our  woollen  manufadures  to  be  re- 
admitted into  Flanders. 

The  States  of  the  United  Netherlands  and  the  Protcftant  Princes  of  Germany  now  embrace 
the  New  Stile  in  all  their  deeds,  afts,  &c. 

In  the  fame  year  an  Englifti  aft  of  Parliament  pafled,  cap.  xx.  for  taking  away  the  duties 
upon  our  own  woollen  manufaftures,  corn,  grain,  bread,  bifcuit,  and  mcal>  exported.    So 
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p;oo  that  from  thenceforth  no  manner  of  duty  was  to  be  paid  on  our  exported  woollen  goods,  on 
our  corn  and  grain  of  all  kinds,  as  alfo  of  our  meal,  malt,  pulfe,  and  bread,  exported. 

In  the  month  of  November  1700,  King  Charles  tlie  Second  of  Spain  departed  this  life. — 
The  French  King  had  managed  that  weak  Prince's  will  abfolutcly  in  favour  of  his  grandf(ia 
the  Duke  of  Anjou  :  and  thereupon  Louis  feized  upon  the  entire  Spanifli  monarchy,  without 
regarding  the  laft  Partition  treaty.  Hereby  the  grcateft  part  of  Europe  was  juflly  alarmed, 
and  moft  efpecially  the  Emperor,  England,  and  Holland.  Sy  Louis's  feizing  on  Milan,  and 
other  imperial  fiefs  in  Italy,  the  Emperor  and  empire  were  nearly  concerned.  By  his  feizing  " 
on  the  Spanilh  Netherlands,  the  Dutch  were  deprived  of  a  barrier  againft  France.  And  by 
his  pofleffing  of  Spain  itfelf,  both  England's  and  Holland's  great  commerce  in  and  to  the  Me- 
diterranean lay  much  at  his  mercy,  as  did  alfb  their  .Weft  India  commerce,  by  his  difpatching^ 
fliips  of  war  to  take  pofleffion  of  the  Spanifh  dominions  in  America,  Yet  both  England  and 
Holland  found  themfelves  obliged  fo  far  to  temporize  as  at  firft  to  recognize  hi$  grandfon  for 
King  of  Spain,  being  as  yet  in  no  condition  to  oppofe  his  title,  or  openly  to  favour  what  was 
more  for  their  intereft,  the  claim  of  the  Houfc  of  Auftria  to  the  Spanifh  monarchy* 

This  grand  incident  occafioned  much  terror  in  England,  and  the  prices  of  her  national 
funds  and  public  flocks  were  fo  deeply  afFefted  by  it  as  to  fink  fo  low  as  fifty  percent,  where- 
by great  diftrcfs  enfued  to  many ;  and,  on  tlie  other  hand,  it  afforded  great  advantages  to  the 
monied  men.  The  credit  of  the  Bank  of  England  was  alfo  much  fhaken  for  a  time  by  this 
event. 

In  this  fame  'year  King  William  of  Great  Britain  concluded  a  defenfivc  treaty  with  King 
Charles  the  Twelfth  of  Sweden,  for  eighteen  years  :  flipulating  in  fubftance, 

Firft,  Not  to  fhelter  the  rebellious  fubjefts^  of  each  other. 

Secondly,  To  affift  each  other,  when  attacked^  with  fix  thoufand  auxiliary  foot  foldiers. 

Thirdly.  That,  neverthelefs,  each  party  may  lawfully  carry  on  commerce  with  the  country. 
with  which  the  other  may  be  at  war,  and  againft  whom  the  faid  auxiliary  forces  may  never- 
tlielefs  have  been  fent. 


END  OF  THE  SECOND  VOLUME^ 
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